m ~ 


m- 

i 


' I 


»»» 


♦ 


J 


» 


‘ u 


Jf 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/historyoftexasto01unse 


# 


OF 

TOGETHER  WITH  A 


Milam,  Williamson,  Bastrop, 


Travis,  Lee  # Burleson 
Counties. 

ContaiqiPig  a Coqcisc  Historij  of  the  State,  .v  Mi  r-'ortoi^G  ar^d  bi-^goiohics  of 
PforT|ir|or[t  Citijon:-  of  t'nc  above  nai'qcd  Cr  :q‘ics,  and  Persoqal  Histooes 
of  Maqii  of  the  Parly  Settlers  aqd  Leading  Families. 

“Biography  is  the  only  mu'  liisinry."--Emcrs(in. 

Pt.± 


If " a 3-c 

THE  LEWIS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


• if> 

. j"  ; 


^260380 


' 4 


THE  STATE  (^E  TEXAS. 


Geneuai>  ]‘oi,nrc.\E  Histohy: 

The  Name  " Te.xas  ” 9 

T()pogia|)hy !i 

Discovery K] 

Texas  Uuknowu  Until  Kecently i;3 

Catholic  ^lissious 17 

New  Civilization 18 

Philip  Nolan 18 

Political  Changes 21 

The  “ Pirate  of  the  Gulf” 25 

Political  Changes,  continued 2(1 

The  Austins 2!) 

Austin’s  Colony ill 

The  Empresario  System iJ4 

Influence  of  the  New  Immigration o5 

The  Labor  System 36 

' Political  and  Religious  Intolerance 37 

Education 37 

s Religion 38 

Final  Revolution 38 

Separaiion  of  Texas  from  Coahuila 43 

Battle  of  San  Antonio 48 

The  Alamo 50 

The  Goliad  ^Massacre 5il 

San  Jacinto 55 

The  Independence  Convention 50 

The  Declaration  of  Independence 60 

F'lag  of  the  Lone  Star 63 

Foreign  Relations 63 

Early  Legislation 64 

A Rebellion (iO 

luJ'ans 70 

Santa  Fe  E.vpedition 71 

Location  of  the  Capital 71 

Recognition  of  Texas  by  Foreign  Powers 73 

Lamar’s  and  Houston's  Administrtilions 73 

Mexican  War 74 

“ Moderators  ” and  ” Reguhitors  ” 75 

Tlic  War  Cloud 76 

Texas  Annexed  to  the  United  SltUes 78 

To  A-vms 78 


Events  after  the  IVar 81 

Indian  Colonizatitm 83 

Current  of  Events 85 

The  “ Cart  War  ” 86 

Political  Parties 86 

Signs  of  the  Coming  Sturm 87 

The  Storm  Begun 91 

After  the  War 91 

Reconsti  uction  Period 95 

New  Constitutions,  etc 102 

Greer  flounly 103 

General  Reflections 104 

Governors  of  Texas 105 

Biographical  Notices 106 

Education 129 

Other  State  Institutions 142 

Religion 146 

The  Press 147 

Railroads 147 

Mineral  Resources 149 

Agriculture 187 

Climate 199 

PuiiLic  Lands 201 

The  Counties 206 

Cities  and  Princii'al  Towns 210 

IfliSCELLANEOUS 2S2 

“ Indian  Depredations  in  Texas” — Wilbarger’s 

Book 222 

The  Fort  Parker  JIassacre'. 222 

Cynthia  Ann  Parker 231 

A Comanche  Princess 238 

Game  Animals 241 

Fearful  Encounter  with  a Bear 241 

Yellow  Fever 242 

Dawson  and  Sims 242 

Texas  \'eteran  Association 243 


Sull'rage 243 

Exemptions  from  Taxation 24^^ 

Exemptions  from  Forced  Sale 44 

Texas  at  the  World’s  Fair 244 


I 

i 


i 


I 


IV 


('(/XThWTs 


BIOGRAPHIGALi  SI^ETGHBS. 


Adkins,  Thom.is 

744 

Aldrirlae,  P'.  AI 

117 

Ale.xant.’er,  jAI.  p' 

.\llday,  PJavirl 

080 

Alley.  Airs.  Alartha 

.Vllison,  J . P’ 

Amlerson,  A 

Anderson,  P7.  11 

7.80 

Amlerson,  W 

471 

Antony,  E.  L 

Arnohl,  B.  I . 

400 

; Askew,  AV.  II 

401 

Atkinson,  .1.  P’ 

Atkinson,  .1.  AV 

Avery,  V.  11.  C 

004 

Averv,  AVillis 

Aycock,  T.  W 

B 

Baine,  11.  17 

148 

BttrneU,  J.  t; 

170 

Barker,  E.  B 

....  717 

I liui'lesoii,  liclwaril ;100 

IturlesiMi,  . \V ;i00 

liurK'soii,  Mnnay (is;j 

lUiiiesoii,  l{.  t' ::()() 

limns,  ,1.  I’ 7:IG 

llunis,  .1.  M 


. Ballon,  II 81.1 

Bates,  \V.  B 7!).l 

Bean.E  M 4!H) 

I BeaiiJ,  C ~.'>1 

Bell,  Galvin .-);>8 

' Berry,  E S 

Bicketl,  J.  H 47;J 

Bird,  Tliomas 422 

Bird,  'Win.  P 4:J4 

Billing,  J.  W 41.1 

Black,  J.  T .121 

Bund,  E.  C .701 

Boiiclielle,  \V.  E .(ilO 

Bnyce,  A.  F.  & Win 410 

Bii/.arlli,  S 800 

Bozeman,  W E 4.17 

Branch,  -1.  W ,108 

Bl  anch,  AV.  P 400 

Brewer,  ^V^  .1 408 

Brittain,  J.  L 787 

Brizendiiie,  .1.  K .14.1* 

Brook.shire,  W.  S 707 

Bro Wrier,  F.  M 4.14 

Brown,  .1.  G 4.1.1 

Brown,  ,1.  S 871 

Brown,  Kate  C 820 

Brown,  S.  K 782 

P>rown,  W.  T 802 

[Bruce,  .1. 1 808 

I i'7’"ice, 'ritomas 488 

Bryson,  .J.  T. 700 


('aiii|ihell,  ,J.  E ..487 

Casey,  1 1 ugh 800 

C-'askey,  .1.  C 008 

Car|ieiiter,  A.  \\' Oil 

Carter,  A.  11 010 

Chaiiihers,  .Margarel 72.1 

Chessher,  1).  8 088 

(,'hiles,  \j.  L 181 

I Clam|),  C.  .-V.  1) .10.1 

Clark,  ,J.  W 007 

Clement,  Frank 7.17 

Cobh,  .1.  F 480 

CoHield,  C,  II  824  j 

(.'oirman,  W.  II 418 

Copelaiul,  E 707  j 

Cooper,  .1.  E 781 

Coii|)laiul,  T.  V 828 

■ Co.\,  I).  O 124  I 

Craft,  ,1.  II 120  j 

Crawford  A Crawford 448 

j Croslin,  8.  P 200 

j Crunk,  ,J.  C 141 

Culverwell,  T 558 


I) 


; Burleson,  Aaron . 
liiJurlesou,  E.  B. . . 


,207 

.058 


Dalrymiile.  W.  C 008 

Daniel.  ,1.  T 702 

Darlington,  .1.  B 270 

Darlington,  J.  W 008 

Darr,  II.  II  027 

Davidson,  738 

Davis,  G.  II 754 

Davis,  .J.  .J 808 

Dawson,  Nicholas .810 

Day,  11.  T 785 

Dean,  .1.  L,  . . 407 

Deals,  Mrs.  Iv  II  800  , 

De  Gress,  ,J.  C 421  | 

Dennis,  B.  T .102  ' 

Denson,  ,1.  M .102 

Dever,  M'.  P 700  j 

Dillingham,  J 2111  j 

Doak,  A.  V 208  j 

Douglass,  T.-S  747 

Duey,  C.  I 708 

Dunn,  A . A\ 481 

Dunsou,  IV'm.  M 870 

Durant,  A.  .1 201 

Duval,  B,  C 708 


E 

Faglesloii,  Z.  P 08- 

Eiisley,  S.  A 47! 

Erleringlon,  II.  (,' 80/ 

Erlwards,  Wm.  D . . . . .88 

Eitlmt  8.  IJ 077 

Jiilers,  A.  .1 27t 

Eilers,  Louis 27: 

lAliott,  .lames 48( 

Elliott,  ,1.  C 28( 

Ellison,  W ,i  :I2( 

Fl/.ner,  P.  O la.*; 

Bpi'i-igbl,  I)  87t 

Evtins,  ^V.  T 80t 

F 

Faubion,  .f . II 17." 

F'aubion,  .lohn  788 

F.iubiou,  .1.  II 781; 

Pliubiou,  AVm <8t 

P^awcett,  John 00(1 

P’ellon,  T.  AV .811 

P'Otnuiketi,  II.  II 127 

P’lettger,  Wm 743 

P’leming,  M.  II 282 

P'leming,  AVm.  P 548 

P''liun,  J.  p] 880 

P\)wler,  D.  D 701 

Pltwler,  AI.  T 8.K 

P'owler,  T.  P’ 555 

P^ink,  .1.0  805 

P^ulmore,  Z.  T ..040 

G 

Gannaway,  A G 000 

Garrett,  Harry 718 

Gassaway,  T.  .1 087 

Gaiise,  AV.  J 481 

Gay,  G.  P] 742 

Gentry,  AV.  J 708 

Giles,  Val.  C 022 

Giles,  W.  L 347 

Gill,  P.  J 67!) 

Gill,  W.  M . .877 

Gilley,  II.  PI 755 

Gilley,  T.  P’ 104 

Glenn,  S.  B 110 

Goodman,  W.  4' 774 

Goodwin,  B.  A 447 

Goodwin,  Hugh 818 

Gordon,  .1.  G 280 

Grant,  D.  V 74.8 

G l aves,  P'.  A 100 

Craves,  G.  8 170 

Graves,  II.  S 41.8 

Graves,  T.  II llo 


y 


CoS  Tr 


,I<||]CS,  1 >:ivid  . ... 

i i ''  J 

M.  I'.idiii.  1.  \ 

S>'J 

Giegir,  Heni  v 

.lone',  11.  

...611 

.M  ( I 'ad  1 II . .1 . ,\  

Greshain,  B.  .1 

Julies.  G.  \\ 

- .... .671 

-Ml  liilvre,  W (! 

<Morf»  .1  If 

.514 

( J.  \\'.  . . 

r.HU 

.M  r K ill  iie\  , .1 . .M 

4 I 1 

II 

.1  one  --.  J . B 

. . 

Ml  I.emi,  .r.  II 

. ..  sou 

June'.  .M  ai  k 

. . . (i.MI 

,\I  I Cel  l an,  .1  ack  -uii  .... 

1 lanililt'n,  J \V 

367 

.Ml  Kae,  .Ml'.  Ale.\ 

^01 

Ilamilion.  ,\  . . . 

7*15 

.luurdan,  

..'»7-* 

.Mi^luan,  D 

269 

llanmi,  Bnlicri 

.5.53 

.luviu-',  Sulun 

6M 

.'I  el  a.'kev,  .1  u'eldl 

40.0 

Harrell,  T.  W . . 

45'* 

.}  \N  ... 

I". 

.Miller,  .M.  1' 

716. 

1 larris.  . . 

>:*•> 

1 lar\ ey,  \V  \\ _, 

. ..  ,:;70 

( It 

.Miller,  W.  (i 

736. 

1 lellev.  .1 . ,M 

. . . .J 

Mii.diell  .1  1 

669 

Ilelley,  J.  . 

.501 

j Kemp,  .11;. 

5!t(; 

1 lellev,  \V.  \’  

423 

! Kennard,  W.  U 

.64(i 

.lluure,  L 

.5.52 

lleinal/  J,  F..  

791 

Kennerly,  .I  II 

..  ,819 

■^lleinalz,  Eiiiilie 

791  1 

K imhro,  E.  1' 

...  285 

Moure,  T.  W 

268 

Ilem|diill,  <■  W 

526  . 

King,  C.  A 

.618 

. . . 739 

Henderson,  ,1.  \V  

602 

King,  G.  E 

467 

Morris.  J.  L 

1 1 ♦■my,  \V.  is  5r>.s 

llesipr.  N 474 

Hicks,  1{.  II r)C8 

1 1 iVS'*’-'*'  < 

Hill,  A.  K .732 

Hill,  I).  r> (!7.7 

Hill,  .1.  \V 71.5 

Hill,  L.  1)..'T:> 294 

Hill,  T.  A.  M 700 

nine,  W... C23 

Hodges,  J.  W 779 


Klein,  A. 

Knight,  .Iaine> . . . 

Kolb,  P,  .M 

K<K)ntz,  1*.  D 

Krailclier,  T 


_ 1 .> 
.818 


. . .401 
. .470 


Kre^k,  .1.11 .41  | ^lurroy,  A.  ( 

L 


Morris,  \V.  \V 764 

.Morrow,  .1.  C.  Is 772 

.Miildrow,  .1.  B 361 

iMuuro,  John 576 

Murchison,  K 768 

706 


N 


Lackey,  W.  S .509  lx..*, 

Lane,  S.  B 705  I ^ A .1 

Lawhon,  W.  C 629  | 

!810 
.3.59 


Holler,  E.  W ' 296  | "j";  ” ' I Nichols,  H.  L 

Holman,  O.H 781  | ^ j i;;!®  , Nolen,  T.  W 

Holt.  C.  U .-.493  r!wuW;  A I Norman,  M B 

Hollzclaw,  J.  H 463  i 

n ?;  o J . M 427 


Hooper,  C.  C .■522 

Horne,  A.  0 284 

Houghton,  T.  M .546 

Howell,  W.  A.  B 426 

Huhbard,  C.  J 730 

Hubert,  F.  W.  K 681 

Hudgins,  B.  F 714 

Hudgins,  J.  T 778 

Hudson,  J.  W 315 

Hiitfman,  J.  A 428 

Hughes,  T,  P 812 

Hutto,  K.  B 430 


Litton,  F.  .M 648  j Oliver,  J.  P 

Lloyd,  John .5.39  J Owens,  W 

Lockwood,  Henry :505  i Oxsheer,  W.  W ... 

Loewenstein,  B.  A Bro :’,45  I 

Longmoor,  J.  E 641  ' P 


..580 

.816 

.2.55 


M 


1 

Insall,  B.  Vh' 449 

Irvine,  George 5t;0 

Isaacs,  A.  C 7.59 

Israelson,  J 822 


Jackson,  C.  J .533 

Jackson,  G.  T 790 

Jackson,  .1.  A 792 

Jackson,  James 337 

Jackson,  S.  K.  P 700 

Jackson,  W.  B .3.86 


Magee,  M.  F 6(t7 

Magill,  J.  P r.02 

Makem.son,  W.  K 8ti2 

Malone,  G.  W 407 

Martin,  A.  F ‘288 

>larlin,  Ed.  A ,362 

Massengale,  W.  T 782 

Mason,  A.  S 763 

-■•o  t’.  763 

.Matlhews,  E.  S 373  | Perry,  .1  S 

Matthews,  .1  G 281  Perry,  J W 

]May,  A.  G 651  i Peterson,  .lohn 

May,  W.  E 518  : Phegley,  .Mrs,  ,M..I 


Mayes,  B.  B. 


Pace,  D.  C 721 

Page,.l.  IV 599 

Park,  M.  8 619 

Parkhill.  T.  W .561 

Patrick,  \V  711 

Patton,  .l.  .\  724 

Pearce,  T.  B 301 

Pedigo,  \V.  M 704 

Peel,  J A 394 

Peeler,  .lames 327 

Perry,  A P 283 

..343 
. ..531 
. .438 
749 


McCulloch,  1! 
McCutclieon, 

Jenkins,  W.  A.  J 726  ' McC'utcheon,  J.  A 


Jennings,  M.. 

.lohn.  It.  A 

■lohnson,  A.  C. 


.696 
. 569 


McDonald,  II  K. 
•McFadin,  D II 


IM  

Ponkpv  W A . . 

. 737 

> 

418 

PlKll.  f.  .M 

674 

W 

..  ..4M 

Pope,  T A 

476 

; 

6.59 

John  . . . 

.279 

Porter,  .1 . M'  

402 

If  S 

. H 

727 

Powell,  .1.  H.  E 

I K 

766 

Price,  II. ’ll IV  

488 

11  . . 

6217 

Prii  ••  U .1  

..  -t  ^*rtr- 

.‘.-I  ■ ' 


-^11 


* •MMi'  ' * 


'I 

. r.l 

, 1 . I< 


‘ •! 


( 


( 

...  ».» 

■ ,1;  ..I  <1 « • 

V I /»!•.  ■ 

» 

t.  V ' 

, .v.'r^  I 


I.*'-**! 


' I 


1'.  1 


. .1  ,ll 

■M. 

. Tl  • '•  > 1 ' 

t ' 

I * ' 

! /'  * 
>1  ■■»■'  ■ 

*1  M 

• 

1".*.:  II* 

*.<»  ' 

, , 

1 1' 

# II 

.,1*  • ' ' •■ 

I .«,|ti 

•u 

• II  'i*  »J 

vV* 

',l*t|i*l’  it* 

lltHH'‘t  1 '*• 

ifMit 

w;v 

•t  . 

. , ■ .|l,M  ' 

I |,l» 

/ it  .H  •* 

I * 

t " 

it  t 

I (r 

• U 

-if*^** 

n i.  »■*  '*'• 


I.  t m 

H '•  ,,i*\ 

. .>1  ■’ 

U i, 

.«< 

,*» 


'!  ‘ 

>.  • 

■ ff 

t 

T 

w 


0 it 


>/  ><  ll»(  II 

n I ,■  'll  I » ■ 

I,  <1 


•/..niJbiii 

in#  C'"'' 


( II  . r ^Ih  Wl 

f { 

III  ill  ,1*1^  I 

I ■ t 

•>  ,7  ««i^i*yt& 


' I* 


.1 


Vi 


roXT/WT-, 


I*ro<-|or,  I>.  W 

746 

I’uckett,  ( ' 

7S4 

I'urcell,  .'-.I! 

(^iiinn,  ,1 . K 

1 » 



Ragsdale,  .1.  W 

. ...51.5 

Ragsdale,  M.  .M 

540 

Rector,  .1.  11 

Itector,  T.  .M 

Reed,  V.  E.  11 

400 

Reese,  J.  C 

508 

Reeves,  E 

.510 

-Reynolds,  A.  B 

Reynolds,  .Martha  A 

Kicks,  J.  T 

744 

Ritchey,  S.  P 

Robbins,  A.  R 

Robertson,  J.  NV 

760 

Itobertson,  W.  F 

Root,  J.  L 

269 

Rowland,  J.  R 

RowlantI,  .1.  C 

604 

Rudasill,  J.  W 

Rumsey,  J.  A 

Sams,  Cal  boon 

. ....412 

Si  j It'S,  F.  X 

Milt'S,  ,J  H 

.''tnilduiti,  ( '.  I! 7l’1 

Still  rs,  A.  W _'70 

Strililiii_',  .1  II (;;;i 

Sliilililefielil.  SI* 

SlurL,tis,  ,1.  I’ ::i).‘i 

Siiimiit'rs,  A I . 

Sullies,  A.  (j.  Till 

Swenson,  A Jill 

Swenson,  ( itrl :17J 


'I' 


Sanders,  .1.  1$ . .577 

Sanders,  S.  F ....  60 1 

Saunders,  E.  L 331 

Scarbrough,  E.  M 636 

Scott,  John...'. -64 

Scott,  John 5!H) 

Scott,  S.  A -52  - 

' Seiders,  Edward 

Seiders,  H.  B 324 

Seymour,  Aaron 4-)0 

Shannon,  H.  S 314 

Shaw,J.  II 267 

Sheppard,  II.  B 745 

Simcuck,  W.  K 542 

Simons,  .1.  A. 332 

Sims,  J.  U 71*8  : 

Smilie.  llenrv 41*6 


Talliot,  K.  \V  , . . 
Taylor,  Kinzy  . . 
Taylor,  .1 . i;. 

Ta)  lor,  .1.11 
Tavlor,  .losiali 
Taylor,  \V.  M . . 
Teague.  .M.  _M 
Teuiplelori,  15.  I’ 
Terra! , E.  I . . 
Terry,  A.  I).  . . 
Tha.Mon,  \V  II  . 
Thompson,  K T 
Tliompson,  .1.  .\ 
Thomson,  D.  I). 
Tlireadgill,  .1 . . . . 

Todd,  I).  A 

Todd,  J.  E 

Todd,  Robert.  . . 
T racy,  X . 1 1 ; . . . 
Turner,  C.  W . . 
Turner,  L.  J . . . 

Tyson,  .M.  V 

Tyson,  \V.  A\  . S . 


.'147 
.dill 
446 
.614 
. 428 
.600 
.612 
.400 
.376 
.250 
.35;! 
713 
..5.50 
.462 
.2.50 
.308 
.404 
.643 
.601 
:i00 
.672 
;:.5.5 


W'lilte,  ('.  ( 

352 

White,  11  (■ 

\\  tl  ittelll  Mil  e,  .1  E 

W liillon,  .1  .51  ... 

iei man,  1'.  A . . . 

621 

W llro\.  N ,M 

5\  ilkins,  II.  r 

520 

W'lllianm,  1.  ,M  . , . 

W illiaiiis,  .1  II  

Williams,  Thomas  . 

. - 

.50,8 

Williams,  T il  .. 

..311 

Willson,  II.  E 

402 

W illson,  P 1 1 . 

402 

• W ilson,  (11 

. . . 530 

Wi Ison,  .1  - ( 

;;i»7 

Wilson,  W N 

581 

Wilson,  W .8  (1 

....  00. » 

Win  go,  .1.  F.  

Witcher,  II  I, 

301 

Wohlleh,  .-s 

Wolf.  J.  11 

Wolt,  .lohn- 

275 

W'omack,  J 5\'  

Womble,  J ( '. . . 

578 

WotKi,  G.  W 

7;13 

5Vooil,  J.  .V 

Wood,  James 

Wooilall  .1,  R 

344 

W'oody,  W B 

626 

Worley,  .\.  .1 

V 

Yoe,  C.  11 

Young,  B.  II 

7. ‘>,8 

5 oung,  W.  A 

770 

Upchurcli,  II 734 

Upchurch,  J 7:!5 

V ! 

Vance,  C.  F 727 

Vandivere,  A.  ,5[ 6;!5 

Vickers.  Silas 600 

Vogelsang,  K 376 

Vogelsang,  F .jsg 

W 


ILLL'STI!ATI0XS 

Allison,  .1.  F 287 

.\ustin,  Stephen  Fuller 29 

Bitting,  J.  \V 41.5 

Brown,  .1.  G 4.5,5 

Capitol 71 

Carpenter,  A.  5\’ til.5 

Darlington,  .Mi>.  17  .1 6i>:! 

Darlington,  J \\ 6*::! 

Davis,  j.  .1 30;; 

Dillingham.  .lolm 2o5 

Dillingham.  I, m y K . ,20.5 

Doak.  .V.  \ 26;! 


Smii  li. 
Smith, 


Spai  k', 

Speni 

.'4prail 

Stalin 

Steele 


(•  R ■ 

Wahrenhertier,  .1 

. . 274 

Kasl^v.  S A . . 

....  -179 

W.iiden,  L.  H 

.504 

Evans'.  W 1 

300 

.1  P 

512 

Wales,  11.  .M 

8|7 

Fianniken.  II  II 

.1  P 

Wa  i ker,  ' 

Flcac.-r,  Wn: 

747 

,I  S 

61  w; 

W alkei . .1.  E.  . . . 

Fleacei.  Mis.  ,\|  .1  . . . 

7-17 

F E 

261 

Walker,  .1.  W 

100 

Fleiii  1 112  Will.  1 ' 

5 hi 

\V'  \ 

< i.lll-*-  W .1 

471 

W.  .1 

:*,i  p 1 

Walker.  11.  S 

115 

1 h\  in.  11.  ,\ 

147 

5 .Mrs  E X . . . 

::I0 

Walker,  .M rs  S,  .1  . . 

1 111,  ,\.  1 

4 17 

: . A \V 

472 

Wallace,  W l» 

lliml'leli  .1.  W 

l:m,  .1.11.  . 

.422 

\5'a'h i nirlon.  -"I  1 1 k 

1 1 i‘i  iiai  / r. Ill  i 1 ii‘  ... 

, . .70  1 

Ill 

7.;i 

Waters,  1;  11 

'i'"' 

II.Mnal/,  .1  F 

77' 

r,  W.  0 

W :its<.n,  W W 

. '.|:; 

ll.•Il.■\,  W III  \ 

- . . . 12.: 

W el  I , 1 al  \ i n 

Kohzclau  , .1  II 

. . . . 46.; 

. w.  r 

760 

Wells,  W.F.  

« « •) 

Houston,  Sam 

». » 

.lark. 

71 

W ells,  W 'r 

777 

1 A ( 

77!» 

n,  11.  F 

;,.s7 

Wells.,]  M 

>17 

Koiii,  I'M 

7'-:; 

; t 


ill 


. f 
« M ^ I 
* >tf)M 

., ,...,  f^'i 

4 * I 

, •,  ,r...  .1 

. i>.  (•>)) 

If 


t '•44^«M 

• .4* 
ihwWlV 

t U •{'»4«w«*l* 


.-.fit,  I »*nn 

>1  \ »iOnw> 
' it  .•atf^ii^ 


• ft  1 


lll^ 


I 


<"  \ 


riiSTK  ST 


v;i 


f^ewis,  I reii** Oil 

Malont',  (j  \V  . . , JuT 

Mayes,  H U 1171 

McCutclienn,  Mrs  K.  .1  . . -7'J 

McCuiflieiiti,  Win  -7!* 

McCutclieon,  .I  T . . -IS? 

Me  Fad  in,  I).  II 1)7 

•McFatlin,  .lerusli.i '-’)7 

•McFailin,  .loliii  N ''<•7 

Mi  Fatiin.  Mollie  1,  .."SOO 

•Moore,  ,M ai  V I • 1'''' 

Normiin.  .'I  ll  

Nelson.  ,\  .1 7-‘il 


I * \ I . .\I  r ' \\  \\  -*■*  > 

( ) Ksilt'el  , \\  \\  ...  Ill 

I I’a^e.  .1  U . . .O'.il* 

I IVeler,  . lames  

IVri V,  .IS..  DO 

P.irl.'-r.  K.  s |::n 

I 'iiri er,  II  I ...  Oii’i 

1 ’riimn.  Si  .1  nli n .'iiiO 

Keeviv.  Kil'\ai'l  Olo 

IlnniMM  .1  A 

Santa  Anna  liefnie  (jeneial 

I liiU'ti  in  -’iS 

Stiles,  F,  N os; 


Slil.--  I I .;.i 

MI  ililini.  .)  II  I'lOl 

T.a\  lor.  K'm/v  . ...  Ii47 

Wells.  M.uv'i;  77.'. 

W ells.  W K 77.0 

W illiams.  'I  . II  . . . ;!1  1 

W illiamv  .1‘ilm  II  III.'. 

w iN,,n.  I ,'/.ie  I!  ::.;o 

WiU.m,  W - (I  ...  ;o 

W-Irli.M.  IIUL'Il  I.  ;i*i 


T'll Restate  of  Texas  lias  liad  a career  so 
remarkable  that  its  study  encliants  the 
reauer  like  tlie  bewitcliiiig  stories  and 
' legends  of  England,  or  of  any  great 
European  country.  It  is  with  pleasure,  there- 
fore, that  the  author  compiles  the  following 
brief  account,  giving  the  substance  of  the 
liest  passages  in  the  history  of  the  Lone  Star 
State: 

THK  iNAMK  ‘‘TKXAS.” 

According  to  the  various  authorities,  there 
are  several  origins  to  the  name  Texas.  1, 
Spanish,  tejas  (roof-tiles),  because  the  inhab- 
itants had  roofed  houses;  2,  old  Spanish  or 
Celtiberian,  denoting  a plain;  3,  an  Indian 
word  signifying  friend;  4,  another  Indian 
word  meaning  paradise,  or  a beautiful  land; 
5,  a common  termination  of  several  tribal 
names  in  Indian,  as  Tlaxcaltecas,  Chlolutecas, 
Cuitlachtecas,  Zacatecas,  etc. 

TorooRAruT. 

Texas  has  an  area  of  271,856  square  miles 
of  land,  and  2,510  square  miles  of  water  sur- 
face, the  latter  consisting  of  lakes  and  bays, 
making  a total  of  274,366  square  miles,  equal 
to  about  8.7  per  cent,  of  the  entire  area  of  the 
United  States  and  Territories.  It  is  much  the 
largest  State  in  the  Union,  being  six  times 
larcrer  than  New  York  and  seven  times  as  larcre 

O D 

as  Ohio,  and  100,000  square  miles  larger  than 
all  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  includin<r 
Delaware  and  J\Iarylaud.  Compared  to  the 


countries  of  Europe,  it  has  34,000  square 
miles  more  tlian  the  Austrian  Empire,  62,000 
moi'e  than  the  German  Empire,  and  nearly 
70,000  square  miles  more  than  Ei-ance. 

It  is  located  in  the  extreme  southern 
part  of  the  United  States,  between  the  26th 
and  36th  parallels  of  north  latitude  and  the 
04th  and  106th  meridians  of  longitude.  The 
distance  betwcim  the  extreme  northern  and 
southern  points  is  nearly  750  miles,  and 
about  800  niles  from  cast  to  we.-t.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  cast  by  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, west  by  the  ilepublic  of  Mexico  and  the 
Territory  ot  New  IMexico,  noi  th  l»y  tlie  States 
of  Colorailo  and  Arkansas  and  the  Indian 
Territory,  and  on  the  .south  by  the  Gulf  of 
Me  xico.  General  custom  has  divided  the 
State  geographically  into  live  parts,  namely: 
Central,  northern,  southern,  casteni  and  west- 
ern Texas,  though  the  dividing  lines  are  not 
well  defined. 

The  topography,  like  many  other  charac- 
teristics of  the  State,  is  bat  little  understood, 
except  in  a general  way. 

The  country  lying  east  of  the  96th  degree 
of  longitude  and  north  of  the  30th  parallel 
of  latitude,  and  known  as  “ East  Texas,”  is 
characterized  by  a long  raiure  of  hills  runnimr 
in  an  irregular  line  from  northeast  to  south- 
west, and  containing  large  dejiosits  of  brown 
hematite  iron  ore.  It  is  also  marked  by  a 
heavy  growth  of  timber,  consisting  princi- 
pally of  forests  of  pine,  oak  and  hickory. 
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III  STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


"I'lit*  (iiilf  Coast  is  thus  do'Ci  i I led  l»y  Piof. 
Ltuiohi'idire,  of  the  United  States  Census 

O O » 

Murean : 

‘‘  The  coast  of  U‘\as  pia^scuts  features  dif- 
I'eivnt  frum  tliose  of  any  other  State,  for  while 
in  many  other  States  the  inaitilaud  coast  is 
grt*atly  cut  up  into  large  hays,  extending 
inauv  miles  inland,  it  is  liere  bordered  by  an 
almost  continuous  cliain  of  islands  and  jvan- 
insulas  (the  latter  having  the  same  trend  as 
the  islands).  The  (Utlf  border  of  this  chain 
is  a very  regular  line  southwest  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Sabine  river  or  lake  to  near  Cor- 
pus Christi,  which  occupies  the  highest  point 
on  the  entire  coast,  and  tlience  turns  with  a 
regular  curve  south  and  slightly  southeast  to 
Mexico.” 

The  territory  east  of  the  timber  region  and 
north  of  the  Gulf  Coast,  as  above  outlined,  is 
a vast  open  plain  composed  of  gently  robing 
prairies  and  gradual  elevations.  It  is  cov- 
ered with  a luxuriant  growth  of  native  grasses 
and  dotted  by  an  occasional  mott  of  timber, 
and  extends  to  the  lied  river  on  the  north 
and  the  mountain  ranges  of  the  west  and 
northwest.  The  water-courses  and  ravines 
are  usually  fringed  with  a growth  of  hack- 
berry,  ash,  elm,  cottonwood,  pecan,  walnut 
and  the  various  oaks. 

AVest  and  northwest  lie  the  hills  and  moun- 
tain ranges  of  the  State,  which  are  continua- 
tions  of  the  mountains  of  Mexico.  A’ew 
INIexico  and  Colorado.  In  the  extreme 
northwest,  bordering  Kansas  on  the  south 
and  New  Mexico  on  the  west,  is  the  elevated 
table  land  fonnerly  known  as  the  Llano  Ks- 
tacado,  or  Staked  I’lains.  It  is  now  desio- 
nated  as  the  Panhandle  of  Texas,  and  is 
destined  to  be  one  of  the  best  agricultural 
and  stock-raising  sections  of  the  State.  On 
a line  north  of  Auslin  and  San  Antonio,  and 
running  in  a southwesterly  direction,  there  is 


alow  rauireot  hills  that  mark  a change  in  the 
topograj)hy  of  the  country.  ACestward  it  is 
more  broken  and  the  elevations  moi-c  abrupt. 
'I’he  valleys  are  luoad  and  the  lands  veiyy 
fertile. 

d'he  water  sm  face  of  d'exas  is  estiiuateii  at 
2,510  srpiare  miles.  ()f  this  number,  800 
square  ndles  are  accredited  to  the  rivers  and 
smaller  streams  which  drain  the  State.  The 
balance  consists  of  bays  which  lie  along  the 
coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  small  inland 
lakes. 

Chief  among  the  rivei-s  of  the  State  is  the 
Prazos,  which  drains  an  area  of  about  35,000 
square  miles,  and  is  navigable  as  far  up  as 
Columbia  (about  forty  miles)  at  all  times.  It 
has  its  source  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
State,  at  the  foot  of  the  Staked  Plains,  and 
flows  in  an  easterly  direction  to  Baylor  county, 
thence  southeasterly  to  Brazoria  county,  where 
it  empties  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Follow- 
ino  its  bends  it  is  about  000  miles  long.  The 
Navasota  river,  which  has  its  source  in  Lime- 
stone county,  is  its  principal  tributary,  and 
drains  portions  of  Leon,  Robertson,  Madison, 
Biazos  and  Grimes  counties. 

The  westernmost  branch  of  the  Brazos  has 
its  source  in  an  extensive  salt  region. — not 
]\Ir.  Jefferson’s  '‘Salt  mountain,”  of  which  so 
much  was  said  and  sung  at  the  time  of  the 
Louisiana  purchase, — but  a vast  plain  of  100 
or  200  miles  in  extent,  charged  with  mineral 
salt  and  covered  in  patches  with  nitre.'  The 
salt  is  washed  out  of  this  basin  only  by  fresh- 
ets, through  Salt  branch,  into  the  Brazos. 

The  shores  of  the  Brazos  are  not  flat, 
though  never  bold,  but  undulatino-  and  orace- 
fid.  The  trees  of  larger  growth  are  some- 
times covered  with  Spanish  moss,  as  on  the 
shores  of  the  Mississippi;  but  these  bearded 
nondescripts  are  not  so  frequent  as  to  give  the 
sensation  of  gloom;  nor  is  there  any  cypress 
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to  iiuTcase  that  eil'ect  on  the  mind.  AVliere 
tile  land  is  ol' eomimratively  reeent  formation, 
the  orowtli  is  of  willow  and  cottonwood,  witli 
occasional  sycamores. 

The  llrazos  never  ovm  flows  its  hanks,  ddie 
water  in  iii'imeval  times  was  slightly  reilder 
than  was  that  of  the  I ’lijier  M isNissi npi,  re- 
eemhlinif  tliat  of  lied  ri\'ei-.  Fi'niii  the  eeio 
ter  h(.ith  shures  show  to  ad\'aiitage.  'riiere  is 
no  cavino-in  or  cut  ofl's,  and  in  early  <lays  no 
dead  timher — scarcely  a snag.  The  surface 
of  the  gentl v-flowing  water  is  geueially  <-alm 
and  beautiful,  but  in  floods  it  is  td'  course 
violent  and  darkened  with  mud. 

The  Ked  river  is  ne.xt  in  imjioitance  and 
forms  the  boundary  line  between  Texas  and 
the  Indian  Territoi-y  and  Arkansas.  It  has 
its  source  in  the  Panhandle  of  'I'exas,  formerly  j 
known  as  tlie  Llano  Estacado,  and  flows  east- 
ward through  Ai  kansas  and  Louisiana, empty-  i 
ing  into  the  Mississippi  river.  It  drains  \ 
about  29,UU0  sipiare  miles  in  'i'exas.  The  ‘ 
Big  and  Little  Wichita  rivers  are  among  its  ; 
principal  tributaries  on  the  'i'exas  side.  ; 

The  Colorado  river  rises  in  Dawson  county,  ! 
th.e  liigliest  point  reached  by  any  of  its 
prongs,  and  flows  in  a southeasterly  direction,  j 
emptying  into  INIatagorda  Bay,  on  th.e  Gulf  ' 
of  Mexico.  The  Concho,  San  Saba,  and  Llano  ! 
rivers  form  its  tributaries.  It  is  over  DUO  ^ 
miles  long  and  drains  ti  territory  estimated 
at  25.000  square  miles.  j 

The  'I'rinity  river  has  its  soui'ce  in  Archer 
and  Denton  counties,  the  two  forks  convert-  i 
ing  in  Dallas  county  and  flowing  in  a south- 
easterly direction  to  'ri'inity  bay,  in  Cham-  j 
bers  county.  It  is  about  550  miles  long  and 
drains  an  area  of  about  17,000  square  miles,  i 

The  Sabine  river  forms  the  eastern  boun-  | 
dary  of  the  State  from  the  thirty-second  | 
parallel  of  latitude  to  the  Clulf  of  Mexico,  j 
and  is  navigable  for  akcoit  OlfO  miles,  It  has  i 


its  source  in  Hunt  county,  in  the  northeast- 
ern pai't  of  the  State,  and  drains  about  17,000 
6(|Uare  miles  in  'Lexas,  emptying  into  Sabine 
lake  near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

'I'he  Nueces  river  has  its  starting  point  in 
Edwards  ceuinty  and  flows  sou t heasteid y into 
l.aSalh;  couiil\',  ihenec  (uist  into  Li\e  ( )al< 
county,  and  from  thence  south,  em]itxiug 
into  Corpus  Chrisli  bay  (»n  the  Gulf  of  iM«‘xico. 
'I'ogether  with  its  tributaries,  the  Leona, 
Ei'io,  and  Ata.sco.sa  rivers,  it  drain.s  an  area 
estimated  at  about  I'LOOO  s(piare  miles. 

'I'he  San  Antoido  river  has  its  S('>rirce  in 
Bexar  county  and  flows  southeasterly  to  Pe- 
fugio  county,  where  it  unites  with  the  Gua- 
dalupe river  about  twelve  miles  north  of  San 
Antoido  bay,  into  which  it  emjities.  Its 
jirincipal  tributaries  are  the  Meilina  and 
Salado  rivers,  in  Bexar  county,  and  the  Ci- 
bolo  river,  in  Ivarnes  county. 

The  Guadaliqie  river  rises  in  Kerr  county 
and  flows  in  an  easterly  direction  to  Gonza'es 
county,  thence  in  a southeasterly  direction  to 
the  point  of  junction  with  the  San  Antonio 
river,  about  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth  on 
San  Antonio  'oay.  'Lhe  San  Maicos  river, 
which  lias  its  source  near  San  Marcos,  in 
Hays  county,  forms  its  principal  tiibutary. 

The  liio  Grande  forms  the  western  boun- 
dary line  of  'I'exas  and  also  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  It 
has  its  source  in  the  .southwestern  part  of 
Colorado  and  flows  genei-ally  in  a southeast- 
erly direction  to  (Jlark>ville,  in  Cameron 
counD',  where  it  empties  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  It  is  navigable  for  small  steamers 
for  about-150  ndles  from  the  Gulf,  and  drains 
an  area  on  the  'I'exas  side  estimated  at  about 
18,000  square  miles.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  it  is  fordable  above  the  in- 
fluence of  tide  water. 
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H/:>TOfiy  OF  'J'KXAS. 


The  I’eeos  river  ri.-^es  in  New  Mexico,  on 
the  east  slope  of  tlie  Kocky  inoiintaiiis,  flows 
thi'Oiurh  Texas  in  a soutliea.sterl v direction  to 

O 

a point  near  Painted  Cave;  S|)ring,  in  Crockett 
county,  where,  it  (Mil  [it  ii's  into  the  Itio  Crande. 
It  drains  an  ai’Ca  of  alnint  (hUOt)  .-(pnue  miles. 

Tlie  N'eche;^  liver  lias  its  source  in  Van 
Zandt  count}'  and  runs  in  a southeasteil y di- 
rection parallel  with  the  Trinitv  river,  mepty- 
ing  into  Sahine  lake  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  Angelina  river,  which  lises  in  liusk 
county,  forms  its  principal  ti  ibutai’y,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  Neches,  drains  a lari^e  scope 
of  country  between  the  Trinity  and  Sabine 
rivers. 

The  Sulphur  Fork  rums  nearly  parallel  with 
Ked  river  in  an  easterly  direction,  pas^ing 
out  of  the  State  at  Sulphur  Station  and  empty- 
ing into  the  lied  river  at  Dempsy,  J.,ouisiana. 
It  drains  a large  part  of  the  northeastern 
counties  of  the  State. 

On  Caney  creek  there  was  originally  an 
imniense  cane-brake  one  to  tbree  miles  wide 
and  seventy  miles  long.  It  was  on  both  sides 
of  the  creek,  extending  from  near  its  sonice 
to  within  tweh'e  mile.s  of  its  mouth,  and 
scarcely  a tree  was  to  be  found  within  that 
ocean  of  cane.  It  wa-^  calhal  the  Gi'eat  Pi-ai- 
rie  Canebrake,  and  the  stream  originally 
Canebrake  creek. 

There  are  many  unequivocal  evidences  that 
this  creek  was  once  a bramdi  of  the  Colorado, 
constitutino-  another  mouth  for  that  stream. 
The  bed  of  the  creek  is  of  eijual  depth  and 
width  with  the  ri\er,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  banks,  the  nature  of  the  adjacent  soil, 
etc.,  are  the  same  in  lioth.  A strongly  con- 
firmatory evidence  is  the  abrupt  termination 
of  the  deep,  wide  bed  of  the  Cuney  w ithin 
less  than  20U  yai’ds  of  the  river,  in  an  allu- 
vial bottom  nearly  ten  miles  in  width.  'I’hus 
was  an  island  formed  with  a coast  line  of 


1 

twenty-iive  miles.  It  is  now  called  May  prairi(>. 
There  are  a larcro  number  of  small  inland 

O 

hikes  scattei’od  th roiiglioiit  the  State.  Sabine 
hike,  lying  between  Texas  and  Louisiana,  is 
I the  largest  of  the.-e  and  i.s  about  eicrliteen 

I “ O 

. miles  lung  by  nine  liruad.  lt»is  foil  by  the 
Neches  and  Sabine  ri\iM-*  and  dischanres  into 

I O 

the  G nlf  of  Mexico. 

All  of  the  principal  rivers  of  the  State  flow 
in  a southeasterly  direction  and  em[)ty  into 
' the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  except  the  Red  river, 
I wdiich  flows  east  into  the  Missfssi[)pi  river. 

I As  a g(Mi(M-al  rule  the  streams  east  of  the 
' Brazos  river  are  sluggish  and  muddy;  those 
i on  the  west  side  clear  and  swift  runnincr. 

D 

Many  of  the  streams  in  western  ami  north- 
ern Texas  <;ontain  pure,  clear  water  suitable 
, for  domestic  puiqioses,  and  abounding  in  fine 
fish.  Some  of  the  streams,  however,  are  de- 
ce])tive.  'I'he  water  is  inviting  to  the  eye, 
but  is  strongly  impregnated  with  minerals 
and  brackish  to  the  taste. 

I T'he  stre.ams  in  eastern  Texas  also  contain 
' large  numbers  of  fish  of  the  varieties  com- 

1 O 

' mon  to  sluo-o-ish  waters.  Some  of  the  smaller 
I streams  in  that  section,  however,  are  fed  from 
the  springs  and  lakes  of  pure,  clear  water 
found  among  the  sand  hills. 

The  bays  along  and  near  the  Gulf  coast 
are:  Trinity,  Lavaca,  Matagorda,  San  .Vnto- 

nio,  Kspiritu  S into, 'Copano,  Aransas,  Nue- 
ces, Corpus  Christi,  Alazan,  and  Laguna  del 
Mad  re. 

The  soil  of  'I'exas  and  its  products,  timber 
growth,  mineral  resources,  etc.,  are  ti-e.ited 
on  subseipient  pages. 

The  figures  in  the  followincr  table  denote 
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the  elevation  above  .-,ea  level,  in  feet,  of  points 
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I’alestinc 4*Jo 

Corsicana 4-^8 

Denison 707 

Austin ol3 

San  Antonio •‘>70 

Fort  Ewell 300 

Foi  t Cliadlioni  ne 2,130 

Jacksboro 1,133 

Henrietta 015 

Fort  Concho 1,888 

Fort  Stockton 3,050 

El  Faso 3,370 

Fort  Davis. . 4,918 

Eagle  Pass. 800 

Fort  Elliott 2,500 

Silver  Falls 3,800 

Midland 2,779 


UISCOVKKV  OF  THE  KKOIO.V. 

llobert  Cavalier  de  la  Salle,  the  noted 
French  e.xplorer  of  the  Mississippi  valley, 
etc.,  came  down  the  Mississippi  river  in 
1683,  and  returned  to  France.  In  1685,  hav- 
ing obtained  royal  letters  patent,  and  pro- 
vided with  four  vessels,  he  set  sail  to  discover 
the  mouth  of  the  great  Father  of  Waters, 
but,  drifting  too  far  west,  he  landed  in  Texas, 
supposing  Matagorda  bay  to  be  the  point  he 
was  looking  for.  After  exploring  the  country 
he  conceived  the  bold  project  of  traversing 
the  country  northward  to  the  Illinois  river, 
a distance  of  2,000  miles.  Selecting  a few 
of  his  friends,  he  started,  but  on  March  20, 
1687,  fell  a victim  to  the  treachery  of  his 
own  men.  He  was  slain  by  a musket  ball 
tired  by  Duhaut,  who  had  become  jealous 
and  dissatisfied  witli  him  and  others  in  the 
party.  This  unjustitiable  deed  was  com- 
mitted somewhere  in  the  region  of  the  Fra- 
70S  river:  it  is  impossible  to  identify  the  ex- 
act point.  It  “was  several  days’  journey 


west  of  the  Cenis  Indians. ’’  whose  dwellings 
at  that  time  were  on  the  Trinity  river. 

LaSalle  was  “saturnine  in  tempei’ament, 
resei-ved  in  his  communications,  asking  coun- 
.'cl  of  none.  There  was  a certain  hardness  in 
his  manners,  a tone  of  lofty  self  rcliauce, 
1 which,  though  it  coimnaiHled  the  obedience 
; of  his  followers,  did  not  gain  their  good  will. 
On  the  other  hand,  his  ca])acity  for  huge  de- 
signs has  had  few  jjarallels.  He  has  been 
called  the  Columbus  of  his  aoe;  and  had  his 
j success  been  equal  to  his  ability,  this  distinc- 
tion might  justly  have  been  awarded  him. 

( Cool  and  intrepid,  never  for  a moment  yield- 
ing to  despair,  he  bore  the  burden  of  his 
calamities  manfully,  and  his  hopes  expired 
only  with  his  latest  breath.” 

TEXAS  CO.MI’AHATIVEI.Y  U.NKNOWN  UXTIL  KK- 
CFNTf.V. 

Mary  Austin  Holley,  a resident  of  Texas, 
in  1833  p(Mined  the  following,  to  the  effect 
that  Texas,  in  its  merits,  was  not  really  dis- 
covered until  a com j)aratively  late  date; 

“ Texas,  until  within  the  last  few  years,  has 
been  literally  a terra  incognita.  That  such  a 
region  existed  has  indeed  been  known,  but  in 
respect  to  its  geography  and  natural  resources, 
cloinls  and  darkness  have  rested  upon  it. 
This  is  the  more  remarkable,  lying,  as  it  does, 
contiinious  to  two  erdightened  nations, — the 
United  States  on  the  <me  side  and  Mexico  on 
the  other,  both  by  land  and  sea.  While 
Fritons,  impelled  by  a daring  spirit  of  enter- 
prise, have  penetrated  to  the  ice-bound  region 
i of  IMelville's  Hland,  and  our  own  ^'Jew  Eng- 
I landers  have  encountered  all  the  hardshif)s 
and  liazai'vls  of  the  western  desert,  the  Focky 
mountiiins  and  hostile  Indians,  to  find  a home 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  luver,  this  nio>t 
inviting  region,  lying  just  at  their  doors,  has 
been  altogether  overlooked. 
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IIISTOm'  Oh'  TlhXAS. 


1 1 

“Quite  unexpectetlly,  as  it  were,  a re])Oi't 
has  i-eached  the  public  ear  that  tlie  country 
lying  west  of  the  Sabine  river  is  a tract  of 
-tirnassiiin'  lieaiity,  exceedin*’'  even  onr  best 
Western  land>  in  pi'oil iicti veness,  with  a eli 
mate  perfectly  salid)i’ious  and  of  a tenipera- 
tui'e  at  all  .'ea>onsof  the  year  most  delightful. 
The  admirers  of  this  new  country,  .speaking 
from  actual  knowledge  and  a persnnd  in 
spection,  are  not  content,  in  their  desci'iplions 
of  it,  to  make  use  of  ordinai-y  term.s  of  coin- 
memlation.  They  hesitate  not  to  call  it  a 
Hplendld  country,  an  enchanting  spot.  It 
would  seem  as  if  enchantment  had  indeed 
thrown  its  spell  over  their  minds,  for  with 
very  few  exceptions  all  who  return  from  this 
fairy  land  are  perfect  enthusiasts  in  their  ad- 
miration of  it.  Whatever  qualifications  to 
its  excellence  the  most  cautious  of  them  are 
tlisposed  to  make,  have  reference  to  those  in- 
conveniences which  unavoidably  pertain  to 
every  country  in  the  incipient  stage  of  its 
settlement. 

••  So  apparently  extravagant  have  been  the 
representations  of  the  natural  beauty  and 
resources  of  this  country,  that  many  persons 
are  incrednlons  and  attribute  them  to  the 
schemes  of  interested  contractors,  eager  to 
allure  the  unwary  emigrant  by  deceptive 
statements.  Such  a motive,  if  it  really  actu- 
ates the  conduct  of  any  one,  cannot  be  too 
severely  condemned.  A design  more  crimi- 
nal and  di.-<graceful  cannot  be,  and  ought  not 
to  be,  ligiitly  insinuated  against  respectable 
men.  What  design  more  cruel  than  that  of 
delibei-ately  seducing,  not  the  confiding  emi- 
grant alone,  but  also  with  him  his  wife  and 
children,  to  become  the  certain  victims  of 
privation,  disappointment  and  ultimate  ruin 
in  the  wild<‘rness!  The  cliaracter  and  re 
.'pectability  of  the  witnesses  above  referred  to 
at  once  repel  an  insinuation  so  atrocioms. 


“ While  listening  for  the  fir^t  time  to  the 
favoi’able  reports  of  Texas,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed a suspicion  is  very  apt  to  arise  in  the 
mind  that  so  much  imputed  excellence,  if  it 
real!  V cxistcil,  con  Id  not  liav(^  so  loncf  been 

•/  ' O 

concealed  fiom  the  vitnv  of  the,  W(jrl<l.  and  wc 
are  prone  to  a>k',  how  lias  it  happened  that  a 
territory,  possessing  smdi  niieommon  a<Uan- 
tage  (d'  climate  and  soil,  has  not  been  explored 
and  appropriate  1 before?  Tothis  very  natural 
impiiry  a satisfact(,)ry  answer  is  at  band. 

“ Two  causes  seem  to  have  operated  to  pre- 
vent the  earlier  settlement  of  the  province  of 
d'exas  ami  to  retard  the  dewlopment  of  its 
resources.  In  the  first  place  the  jealous  pol- 
icy of  the  old  Spanish  government  uidformly 
discouraged  all  attempts  to  penetrate  into 
the  country.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernment that  completely  locked  up  Texas  ami 
all  the  Spaiush- American  possessions,  and 
excluded  even  visitors  and  travelers.  It  was 
a favoi'ite  i^aying  of  the  Spanish  captain  gen- 
eral of  the  internal  provinces,  Don  Xemisiu 
Salcedo,  that  he  won  hi  stop  the  birds  from 
flying  over  fhe  Ijoundary  line  between  Texas 
and  the  United  States  if  it  were  in  his  power  I 
This  rigid  policy  pi-evented  any  one  from  at- 
tempting to  explore  the  country  by  land,  for 
perpetual  imprisonment  was  the  inevitable 
result  of  detection  and  capture. 

“ In  the  second  place,  the  Carancahua  In- 
dians, who  iidiabited  the  coast,  were  repre- 
sented to  be  of  a character  uncommonly 
ferocious.  They  were  popularly  believed  to 
be  canidbals;  ami  many  tales  of  most  fright- 
ful import  were  told  of  them,  — such  as,  if 
true,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  were  snf- 
ficiently  appalling  to  clieck  the  enterprise 
and  damp  the  aidor  of  the  most  eager  adven- 
turer. These  representations  of  the  charactei- 
of  the  Carancahuas,  though  in  a measure  true, 

were  greatly  exaggerated ; and  it  is  lalieveij 
o J no  > 
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liy  many  tliat  tliey  wore  either  I'ahrieated,  or 
at  least  eoniitenanced,  by  tlie  Spanisli  authori- 
ties, to  pi'event  intereourse  with  the  pruN'inee, 
whieli  it  was  not  easy  to  gnai’d  by  a military 
fori  e. 

•'Thus,  the  whole  of  this  country  i-emained 
for  a<res  unknown  t(j  the  world;  and  ii.sti  ad  of 
beimr  eonverteil  into  an  abode  of  indu^tri(JUs 
and  happy  freemen,  a>  it  might  have  been, 
it  was  doomed  l>y  tlu.*  selfishness  of  men  t<j 
continue  a howling  wildeniess.  -\o  maps, 
charts  or  geographical  notices  wei-e  evei'  al- 
lowed by  the  Spaniards  to  betaken  of  it.  The 
map  comj»iled  by  Colonel  Austin  and  pub- 
lished by  Tanner,  is  the  first  and  correct  geo- 
graphical information  of  the  country  that  has 
ever  been  published.  The  persons  who  were 
engaged  in  the  e.xpeditions  under  Generals 
Bernardo,  Gutierrez  and  Toledo,  in  1812-'13, 
knew  nothing  of  Te.xas  except  along  and  near 
the  road  they  tra^■eled,  for  they  were  too  much 
occupied  by  the  war,  during  the  shoi’t  time 
they  had  possession,  to  explore  the  country. 
It  is  uncertain  how  long  this  expensive  and 
valuable  latul  would  have  remained  unknown 
and  unsettled  had  not  the  bold  enterprise  and 
perseverance  of  the  Austins  torn  away  the 
veil  that  hid  it  from  the  view  of  the  world 
and  redeemed  it  from  the  wilderness,  by  the 
settlement  of  a flourishing  colony  of  North 
Americans  on  the  Brazos  and  Colorado  rivers. 
AVTth  the  settlement  of  this  colony  a new  era 
has  dawned  upon  Texas.  The  natural  riches 
of  this  beautiful  province  have  begun  to  be 
unfolded,  and  its  chai-iiis  displayed  to  the 
eyes  of  admiring  adventurers.  A new  island, 
as  it  were,  has  been  disco vereil  in  these  latter 
days  at  our  very  doors,  apparently  fresh  from 
the  hands  of  its  Maker,  and  adapted,  beyond 
most  lands,  both  to  delicrht  the  senses  and 
(Mirich  the  pockets  of  those  who  are  disposed 
to  accept  of  its  bciiinties. 


‘‘  ^\'itllout  any  ar-.-^istance  from  the  govern- 
ment or  focteriiig  care  of  any  soi't,  butsimply 
under  a permission  to  enter,  some  thousands 
of  indii.-^tidou.'  farmers  and  meidianics,  with 
their  familit'S,  have  already  located  them- 
Bidves  here.  d’heir  nnuibc-rs  are  rapiilly  in- 
creasing, and  there  eaunot  he  a doubt  that  in 
a few  veai's'l'exas  will  heeome  one  of  the  most 
jiopiilou.-^  of  the  .Mexican  States.'’ 

Said  Ue  Marbuis  early  in  the  present  cen- 
tury: "Texas  is  one  of  the  linest  coniitiues  in 
the  world,  and  yet  the  Burojieans,  eager  as 
they  have  been  to  make  concpiests  in  America, 
have  seemwl  almost  to  the  present  day  ignor- 
ant of  its  existence.  ” 

With  reference  to  the  political  aspects  of 
the  country  in  1833,  Mrs.  Holley  said: 

“It  is  not  ditlicult  to  determine  what  in  all 
likelihood  will  be  the  future  destiny  of  Texas. 
Should  the  Mexican  government  adopt  a cor- 
rect policy,  it  will  form  a valuable  and  etlicient 
State  of  the  Mexican  confederation;  for  under 
a judicious  system  of  administration  it  would 
not  be  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  to  dis- 
solve the  preseat  connection,  and  they  could 
feel  no  motive  to  do  so. 

“ It  is  very  possible,  however,  that  an  un- 
wise course  of  administration  might  provoke 
a separation ; and  what  might  be  the  result 
of  such  a separation  I shall  not  attempt  to 
conjecture. 

“ All  the  attention  and  vigor  of  the  settlers 
appear  to  be  now,  as  it  ought  to  be,  directed 
to  their  own  individual  private  concerns.  If 
unmolested  in  their  lawful  pursuits  of  indus- 
try and  protected  by  equal  laws  from  the  im- 
position of  the  federal  officers,  they  will  bo 
satistied ; for  I cajinot  conceive  that  they 
should  be  so  blind  to  their  own  interests  as 
wantonly  to  resist  the  laws  of  the  Republic. 
One  thing  is  certain,  that  no  greater  calamity 
cmild  befall  them  tljan  the  intrusion  of  paj  ty 
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politics  amnnrr  tlicin.  Xotliiiio  woiild  more 
ine\'ital)ly  retard  I he  de\ ('lopment  of  the  rc- 
soiiroes  of  the  country,  check  iinmioration, 
and  in  every  way  thwaid.  the  hene'>olent  pur- 
poses oflieavcn  ainl  Idast  tlie  present  sanonine 
expectations  of  the  friends  c,f  d'exas,  than 
party  jealousies  and  [larty  iiitrione, 

“The  (piostion  of  negro  slavery  in  connec- 
tion with  the  settlement  of  this  country  is  one 
of  great  importance,  and  perhaps  may  here- 
after present  a difh’culty.  The  existing  con- 
stitution and  laws  totally  pi-ohihit  this  woi’st 
of  evils.  Should  this  wise  policy  he  ahan- 
fioned  and  Texas  liecomewhat  Lo^usiana  now 
is, — the  receptacle  of  the  redundant  and  jail- 
delivered  slaves  of  other  countries, — all  its 
energies  would  he  paralyzed,  and  whatever 
oppressions  may  hereafter  arise,  either  from 
abroad  or  at  home,  must  be  endured,  for  the 
country  would  recpiiro  a jirop  to  lean  upon, 
and  from  necessity  would  be  forever  depen- 
dent. 

Until  the  beginning  of  the  present  century 
Te.xas,  as  a piart  of  Mexico,  lay  in  compara- 
tive stagnation  and  was  but  little  known  or 
cared  for,  as  it  was  mainly  occupied  by  rov- 
ing Indians.  The  population,  other  than  In- 
dian, at  the  opening  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, is  variously  estimated  at  7,000  to  20,000. 
Tlie  inhabitants  were  chiefly  Spanish  creoles, 
besides  a few  P'rench,  Americans  and  half- 
breeds. 

With  regard  to  later  developments,  it  is 
interesting  to  read  what  Mrs.  Holley  wrote 
concerning  the  Comanche  Indians,  as  follows: 

“ The  Comanches  are  a noble  race  of  In- 
dians, inhabiting  the  country  to  the  north 
and  northwest  of  San  Antonio  de  Bejar. 
They  are  a wandering  race,  do  not  cultivate 
the  earth  for  corn,  but  depend  altogetlier 
upon  the  chase  for  subsistence.  They  follow 
the  immense  henls  of  buffalo  which  craze 


the  vast  plains,  often  to  the  amoutd  of  thou 
sands  in  one  herd.  These  plains  are  aho 
stocked  with  wild  hoi-ses,  “ mustangs,  ’’  which 
run  together  in  droves  of  many  hundreds. 
The  term  inustano-  is  thei-efore  used  ti^ura- 
lively  to  denote  anything  wild  or  uncnlti- 
^ vated,  as  a ' mustano'  irhd.  ’ d'he  horses  are 

I ’ r->  ^ 

not  natives,  but  descended  from  the  stock 
l)rought  over  by  the  first  Spaniards.  Domes- 
tic animals,  and  man  himself,  become  rude 
when  removed  from  the  associations  of  civil- 
ized life.  The  Comanches  catch  and  tame 
these  wild  horses,  and,  when  unsuccessful  in 
the  chase,  subsist  upon  them. 

“The  Indians  always  move  on  horseback. 
Besides  the  bow  and  arrows,  the  usual  arms 
of  tlie  Indian  warrior,  they  are  armed  with  a 
long  spear,  having  a sword  blade  for  a point. 
A war  party  of  these  Indians  is  sufficiently 
I formidable.  They  are  headed  by  two  squaws, 
j who  by  their  shrill  voices  serve  as  trumpet- 
: ers,  and  liave  like  them  various  tones,  to  de- 
j note  the  different  evolutions  and  movements. 
When  they  descry  an  object  of  attack  or  pur- 
suit, they  dart  forward  in  a column  like 
liuhtninor  toward  it.  At  a suitable  distance 

D D 

from  their  prey  they  divide  into  two  squad- 
rons, one-half  taking  to  the  right  and  the 
other  to  the  left,  and  thus  surround  it.  Though 

O 

fierce  in  war  they  are  civil  in  peace,  and  they 
are  remarkable  for  their  sense  of  justice. 
They  call  the  people  of  the  United  States 
their  friends,  and  give  them  protection,  while 
they  hate  the  Mexicans  and  murder  them 
without  mercy. 

“The  Comanches  have  one  head  cliief  and 
many  subordinate  ones.  They  hold  regulai- 
councils  (piarterly,  and  a grand  council  of  the 
whole  ti'ibe  once  a year.  At  these  conmdls 
all  impnrtatit  matters  are  decided,  and  all 
I prisoners  taken  for  offenses  aretrieil.  Theii- 
1 di>ciplineis  rigiil.  If  a hunting  party  tak*;s 
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the  life  of  a Xorth  Anieriean  after  niakiutr 
him  prisoner,  without  liriiming  liim  before 
tlieeouncil  for  trial,  tlie  otfenders  ai'C  piin- 
i>hed  with  cleatli.  Xotsowitli  tlie  Mexicans, 
wlio  are  considereil  as  enemit;s  and  treated 
as  suJi.  Tills  liatred  is  nintual,  and  fully 
recdprocated  liy  tlie  ,\[exicans.  Hence  tlie 
oritrin  of  tlie  ejiithet  expressing  odium,  so 
i^eneral  in  all  parts  of  IMexico;  to  denote  tlie 
greatest  degree  of  degradation,  they  call  a « 
person  a ‘ Comanche.’  ” 

The  principal  Anglo-Saxon  settlements 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  were 
San  Antonio  de  Bejar,  with  about  2,000  inhab- 
itants; La  Bahiadel  Espiritn  Santo,  now  Cloliad, 
about  1,400;  and  Aacogdoclies,  witli  500. 

Aacogdoclies  was  first  settled  bj  Anglo-  ' 
Americans  in  1822-’23.  when  many  of  tlie  ; 
emigrants  who  left  the  United  States  with  the  ; 
view  of  joining  Austin's  colony  stopped  at  ' 
this  place.  Here  and  there  in  Texas  a small 
Catholic  mission  existed,  around  which  were 
a few  miserable  Indian  proselytes.  The  little  ' 
trade  carried  on  was  effected  with  Mexico,  by 
vayof  Monterey  and  Monclova,  and  with 
A"ew  Orleans  throiio-h  isatchitoches;  the  lat- 
ter,  however,  was  contraband.  In  1806 
Texas  was  allowed  a port,  namely,  ut  Bahia 
de  San  Bernardo.  The  exchange  for  merchan-  ! 
disc  consisted  in  specie,  horses  and  mules.  i 
Most  of  the  inhabitants  were  of  a roving 
disposition,  cultivated  to  a still  greater  de- 
gree  by  the  nature  of’  their  calling,  which  was  j 
the  chase  after  horse.s  and  buffalo;  but  in  | 
1806  the  governor,  Antoido  Cordero,  en-  J 
tleavored  to  check  this  thriftless  and  Indian- 
like  mode  of  life  l»y  encouray'iiuT  airrlenlture, 
and  this  he  did  by  restricting  bntfalo  hunts 
to  certain  seasons  and  obliging  e\ery  family 
to  cultivate  a certain  amount  of  land.  There 
were  a few  wealthy  Spanish  residents  at  the 
■ eiitei's  of  p'opnlation,  win;  exhilnted  some  f>f 


the  l•e^inements  of  modern  life,  as  they  had 
come  from  the  I'cgal  cities  of  Spain  or  from 
the  vice-remil  court.  Thoiioh  most  of  the  in- 

O o 

habitants  (if  San  .'Vntonio  dwelt  in  miserable 
houses,  with  mud  walls  and  thatched  roofs, 
the  upper  class  enlivene  1 social  intei’courso 
with  dinner  parties  and  dances,  at  which  re- 
finement of  manners  was  noticeable.  This 
place,  indeed,  was  probably  the  most  pleasant 
j in  Texas  at  that  time. 

CATHOLIC  MISSIO.XS. 

The  early  Spanish  (Catholic)  missions 
within  the  present  boundaries  of  Texas,  were 
established  by  Franciscan  monks,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  wei’e 
called  jnesidios.  They  consisted  of  a chapel 
for  worship,  the  cells  for  the  monks,  the  dwell- 
ings for  the  inhabitants,  and  a fort  for  de- 
fense. The  mission  was  of  course  under  the 
control  of  the  ecclesiastical  power,  ami  tlie 
militai-y  force  was  under  an  officer  of  the 
army,  who  in  most  matters  was  under  the 
control  of  the  priest.  A complete  list  of 
these  missions  is  as  follows: 

In  1690  the  mission  of  San  Francisco  was 
established  on  the  Lavaca  river  at  Fort  St. 
Louis,  by  the  Spanish  under  Captain  Alonzo 
de  Leon.  In  the  same  year  the  mission  of 
Sand  nan  Bautista  was  founded  on  the  Ilio 
Grande  river. 

In  1714  Cujitain  Bamon  established  the 
mission  of  San  Bernard,  also  the  mission  of 
Adaes.  among  the  Ind ians  of  that  name  fifteen 
miles  west  of  Xatchitoches. 

In  1715  was  estabhChed  the  mission  of 
I )ul(ii'es,  west  of  the  Sabine,  amotm  tho  Or- 
(jnir-aeo  Indian.s.  In  the  same  year,  one 
among  the  Xacogdoclies  Indians,  near  the 
.-itc  of  the  present  town  of  that  name;  also 
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another  ainon>T  tlic  Acs  Indians,  near  the  site 
of  the  present  town  of  San  Auffustine.  The 
mission  and  fortress  of  San  Antonio de  Valero 
was  soon  after  tliis  cstal)lislied  on  tlie  San 
I’edro  river,  near  tlie  site  of  the  present  city 
of  San  Antonio. 

In  1721  a post  and  mission  was  located  at 
tlie  crossing  of  the  Neches,  and  another  on 
thebaj'of  San  Ilernard,  called  Our  Lady  of  the 
Loretto.  In  the  same  year  the  mission  of  La 
Bahia  (the  bay)  was  established  at  the  lower 
crossing  of  the  San  Antonio  river. 

In  1730  the  church  of  San  Fernando,  in 
tlie  present  city  of  San  Antonio,  was  founded. 

In  1731  was  established,  not  far  from  the 
same  place,  the  mission  La  Purisima  Con- 
cepcion de  Acuna. 

All  the  buildings  are  yet  standing. 

LTnier  the  old  Me.\ican  regime  Texas  was 
a province  controlled  by  a “commandant,” 
who  resided  at  Chihuahua,  and  whose  powers 
in  this  control  were  independent  of  the  vice- 
roy. Each  province  was  ruled  by  a military 
and  political  governor,  who  by  his  delegated 
powers  had  cognizance  of  all  causes,  being 
dependent  as  regards  military  matters  upon 
the  commandant  general.  In  financial  affairs 
he  was  subject  to  the  intendant  at  San  Luis 
Botosi,  with  recourse  to  the  supreme  council 
of  finance  at  the  city  of  Mexico.  Of  course, 
in  those  times  of  sparse  settlement  and  poor 
government,  it  was  generally  difficult,  and 
often  almost  impossible,  for  one  to  tixansact 
any  business  with  either  the  executive  or  ju- 
dicial department  of  the  government,  so  re- 
mote were  the  seats  of  government  and  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  the  methods  of  travel. 
The  same  difficulties  were  encountered  in  ec- 
clesiastical matters,  utuKu-  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic )■egime, 


A NKW  Cl  VII.IZAIION. 

During  the  first  decade  of  this  century  the 
n'erms  of  another  and  abetter  civilization  Ik*- 

O 

gan  to  become  manifest  in  the  province  of 
'I’cxas.  The  Anglo-American  race  was  push- 
ing westward  and  southward.  Hold,  restlc"-- 
men,  imp(dlcil  by  the  fascination  of  wild  ad 
venture,  I’.oone-like  made  their  way  into  new 
regions,  regardless  of  danger  and  hardships. 
Rough,  hai-dy  men  were  iudeed'a  necessity  to 
go  in  advance  of  a more  settled  and  refined 
community,  and  at  this  peidod  the  wave  be- 
gan to  move,  rough  side  foi'emost.  The  Mex- 
ican o'overnment  did  not  like  the  influx  of 
foreigners,  especially  of  Americans,  and 
passed  laws  to  imp)risou  them  if  found  on 
their  territory;  but,  while  this  law  was  in- 
deed sometimes  executed,  it  seemed  to  serve 
oidy  as  an  incentive  to  the  daring  spirits  win.) 
were  on  the  crest  of  the  west- bound  wave. 
Like  large,  rough  boys  at  school,  when  the 
master  defied  them  or  laid  down  any  rule 
which  they  thought  unreasonable,  they  glo- 
ried in  taking  advantage  of  such  an  oppor- 
tunity to  show  how  bravelv  and  successfully 
they  could  defy  the  unreasonable  regulations. 
The  contraband  trade  carried  on  with  Xew 
Orleans,  and  connived  at  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities, opened  a gateway  to  these  intruders. 

rniui*  NoL.vx. 

The  most  conspicuous  of  the  adventurers 
just  referred  to  was  Philip  Nolan,  engaged 
in  trade  between  Natchez  and  San  Antonio 
as  early  as  17So.  In  the  Texas  Almanac  for 
1868  is  published  the  ino.-t  extended  account 
of  Philip  Nolan  that  we  have  seen.  We  con- 
deui-e  from  it  as  follows: 

Philip  Nolan,  of  Irish  origin  and  a citizen 
oftheFuited  States,  resid ing in  Natchez,  Mi,-: 
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sissippi,  oUtainoil  a passport  from  the  15an)ii 
cle  Carondelet,  governor  of  Louisiana,  J uly 
17,  1797,  to  go  to  Texas,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
buying  horses  for  the  Louisiana  regiment  then 
being  organized  at  New  Oideans.  Me  repaired 
to  San  Antonio  de  Be]'ar,  wliere  lie  made  the 
acquaintance  of  the  governor  of  Texas,  Don 
Manuel  Munoz,  and,  through  the  kind  offices 
of  the  latter,  entered  into  a correspondence 
with  General  Pedi’O  de  Nava,  then  command- 
ing the  Spanish  provinces,  with  headquarters 
at  the  city  of  Chihuahua. 

A permit  was  granted  to  Nolan  to  obtain 
the  horses  desired,  both  in  the  province  of 
Texas  and  that  of  New  Santander  (now 
Tarnaulipas),  Mexico;  and  about  the  end  of 
July,  1798,  he  took  with  him  1,297  head, 
which  he  kept  for  a while  on  the  jmsture 
grounds  of  the  Trinity  river.  Soon  afterward 
he  returned  to  Natchez. 

The  viceroy  of  Mexico,  Marquis  de  Branci- 
forte,  February  12,  1798,  transmitted  a com- 
munication from  the  governor  of  Louisiana, 
Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  successor  of 
the  Baron  Carondelet,  to  General  Nava,  re- 
questing him,  as  of  great  importance  to  the 
service,  to  arrest  any  foreigners  that  might 
go  into  the  Spanish  provinces,  because  he  was 
aware  that  some  Americans  intended  to  visit 
the  country  for  the  purpose  of  becoming 
friendly  with  the  Indians  and  bringing  about 
a revolution.  Me  desired  Nolan  to  be  closely 
watched.  At  that  time  the  movements  of  the 
English  and  the  Americans  had  created  some 
suspicions,  and  it  was  thought  that  even  the 
French  designed  to  invade  Louisiana. 

On  the  first  of  June,  1799,  the  governor 
of  Louisiana  recommended  to  Don  Pedro 
Nava  that  no  American  should  be  {icrmifted 
to  reconnoitre  the  territory;  that  he  knew 
that  some  strangers  had  gone  into  Texas,  and 
that  the  most  dangerous  was  Philip  Nolan, 


who,  through  deciqition,  had  obtained  a pass- 
port from  his  predecessoi',  Baron  de  Caron- 
delet; that  Nolan  was  a hypocrite  and  a sacri- 
legious man ; that  he  professed  to  be  a Catholic 
among  Spaniards,  and  laughed  at  this  re- 
ligion when  he  was  among  Americans;  that 
it  would  be  important  to  secure  him  and  dis- 
pose of  him  in  such  a manner  that  he  might 
never  i->e  heard  of;  that  Nolan  was  commis- 
sioned by  General  Wilkerson — who  had 
raised  and  educated  him — to  reconnoitre  the 
country,  draw  maps  and  make  oilers  to  the 
friendly  Indians  to  rebel  against  the  Span- 
iards. 

August  8,  1800,  the  commanding  general 
ordered  the  governor  of  Texas  to  arrest 
Nolan  in  case  he  returned  to  the  province. 
October  6 followino-,  the  commander  of  the 
post  at  Concordia,  Louisiana,  informed  the 
commander  at  Nacogdoches  that  Nolan  was, 
under  pretext  of  chasing  wild  horses,  organ- 
izing an  expedition  of  thirty  or  forty  armed 
men  to  enter  the  territory  of  Texas;  that  he 
had  remonstrated  with  the  authorities  at 
Natchez,  Mississippi,  but  he  was  satisfied  that 
they  \\’ould  not  discountenance  the  plans  of 
Nolan. 

The  commander  at  Concordia,  December 
18,  1800,  forwarded  a document  from  Mor- 
decai  Richards,  who  therein  stated,  before  the 
above  meiitioned  military  authority,  that  he 
had  left  Natchez  wuth  Nolan  and  about 
thirty-four  armed.  Americans  and  six  or  seven 
Spaniards;  that  at  Nogales  they  crossed  the 
Mississijipi,  and  that  Nolan  told  him  (Rich- 
ards) that  he  relied  on  him  to  guide  them, 
which  he  promised;  that  thence  they  veered 
northwest  that  during  their  march  he  was 
obliged  to  hunt  for  the  party;  that  about  six 
miles  from  Wachita  post,  Nolan  was  detained 
by  a ]iarty  of  militia-men,  and  Nolan  sent  a 
letter  to  the  commander  of  the  said  post  by 
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the  ofHcei’  in  eommand  of  t!ie  party;  that 
after  the  inilitia-men  left,  Mordecai  Richards 
asked  Nolan  the  reason  udiy  they  had  been 
stopped,  when  he  (Nolan)  had  assured  them 
that  he  had  a permit  to  go  into  Texas;  that 
Nolan  then  called  him  aside  and  said  to  him: 
“You  ai'ea  man  on  whom  I rely  to  carry  out 
my  plans;  and  for  that  reason  I have  ap- 
pointed you  third  in  command.  If  we  succeed, 
you  will  make  your  fortune.  My  jdan  is  to 
travel  northwest,  and,  passing  the  Caddo 
settlements  to  a certain  distance,  to  build  a 
fort,  to  protect  us  from  any  attack.  Then  we 
will  sally  forth  to  explore  the  country  and  its 
mines,  and,  after  obtaining  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  horses,  we  will  proceed  to  Lslas  Negras 
and  Kentucky  without  finding  any  ol)stacles. 
There  we  wilt  find  many  friends  awaiting  our 
arrival,  and  by  that  time  1 will  receive 
authority  to  conquer  the  province  of  Texas 
1 will  be  the  general,  Mr.  hero  the  second, 
and  yourself  the  third  in  command.'’ 

Mr.  Richards  says  that  he  Ijecame  alarmed 
at  this  and  determined  to  desert,  although 
be  had  a son  and  a nephew  in  the  party.  He 
finally  escaped,  with  two  others,  and  ’On  his 
return  to  Natchez  made  the  statements  above 
recorded. 

After  the  above  events  occurred.  Lieuten- 
ant Muz(piiz  was  ordered  to  start  in  pursuit 
of  Nolan,  and  he  left  Nacogdoches  with  that 
object  in  view,  March  4,  1801.  The  following 
is  from  Muzquiz’ diary  of  the  twenty-first  of 
that  month:  “At  sunrise  I marched  on 
Nolan’s  intrenchment.  When  about  thirty 
paces  from  it,  ten  men  sallied  from  the  en- 
trenchment, unarmed.  Among  them  was 
Nolan,  who  said,  in  a loud  voice,  ‘Uo  not 
approach,  because  either  the  one  or  the  other 
will  be  killed.’  Noticing  that  the  men  who 
accompanied  Nolan  were  foreigners,  I or- 
dered William  llarr,  an  Irishman  who  had  I 


joined  my  command  as  interpreter,  to  speak 
to  them  in  English,  and  say  to  them  that  1 
had  come  for  the  purpose  of  ai-rcsting  them, 
and  that  I exp<^cted  them  to  surrender  in  the 
name  of  the  king.  Nol  vn  had  a brief  conver- 
sation with  Barr,  and  the  latter  informed  mo 
that  Nolan  and  his  men  were  iletermined  to 
fight. 

“Nolan  immediately  entei'ed  his  entrench- 
ment, followed  by  his  men,  and  1 observed 
that  two  Mexicans  escaped  from  the  rear  of 
said  entrenchment.  Soon  afterward  they 
joined  us,  stating  that  they  had  brought  with 
them  Nolan’s  carbine,  which  has  handed  to 
me.  At  daybreak  Nolan  and  his  men  com- 
menced firing,  and  continued  until  nine 
o’clock,  when  Nolan  was  killed  and  his  men 
surrendered.  They  were  out  of  ammunition. 
His  force  was  composed  of  fourteen  Americans, 
one  Creole  of  Louisiana,  seven  Spaniartls  or 
Mexicans,  and  two  negro  slaves.  Nolan  had 
three  men  wounded  and  several  horses  killed. 
His  men  had  long  beards.  After  the  surrender  I 
learned  that  they  had  left  Natchez  with  sup- 
plies for  two  months,  and  had  been  in  the 
woods  and  prairies  of  Texas  for  over  seven 
months,  living  on  horse-meat.  Nolan’s  negroes 
asked  permission  to  bury  their  master,  which 
I granted,  after  causing  his  ears  to  be  cut 
off,  in  order  to  send  them  to  the  governor  of 
Texas.” 

Muzquiz  started  out  on  this  expedition  with 
100  men,  sixty-eight  from  the  regular  army 
and  the  rest  volunteers. 

The  precise  spot  where  this  little  battle 
took  place  has  ever  been  a matter  of  contro- 
versy, as  the  data  are  too  indefinite  to  enable 
one  to  bo  certain.  Local  tradition  in  various 
places  is  very  positive  that  it  was  at  this,  that, 
or  the  other  place.  The  preponderance  of 
opinion  is  that  it  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Spring- 
field  or  Waco. 
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lo  a(l\;uicc  tlie  royalist  cause.  Thus  tlic 
|io[)ulace  and  many  in  tlie  ranks  of  the  revo- 
lutionists in  8an  Antonio,  and  many  inside 
the  barracks,  were  unwittingly  on  his  side. 

iJuring  the  night  of  March  1,  with  only 
live  of  those  comjiroinisi'd  to  support  him, 
Zamlirano  ^;^llied  forth  from  his  house  and 
rai>ed  the  sional  cry.  J'osse^sioii  was  im- 
mediately  obtained  of  the  barracks,  and  be- 
fore morning  dawned  ('a>as  was  a prisoner, 
and  ^Mdama  confined  under  ouard  in  his 
lodging.  Zambrano  and  his  Jiarty  now  pro- 
ceeded with  caution;  nor  did  they  prema- 
turely let  their  real  design  lie  known.  A 
governing  council  of  eleven  voting  members, 
with  Zambrano  as  president,  was  elected  l)y 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  San  Antonio 
and  vicinity,  and  measures  adopted  to  secure 
tlie  province  without  creating  alarm.  A 
force  of  500  reliable  men  was  placed  in 
marching  order,  to  be  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency, and  commissioners  were  sent  ont  to 
solicit  aid.  Success  attended  this  intrigue, 
and  in  a short  time  the  viceregal  crovernment 
was  again  firmly  established  in  Te.xas.  One 
writer,  in  a private  letter,  mentions  tliat  two 
commissioners  were  sent  to  the  United  States 
(lovernment  to  offer  Te.xas  to  the  Union,  but 
the  commissioners  failed  to  reach  their  desti- 
nation. 

During  the  very  next  year  (1812),  how- 
ever, an  expedition  organized  by  a young 
officer  in  the  United  States  Army,  in  con- 
junction with  a ^Mexican  refugee,  almost 
succeeded  in  annihilating  the  royalist  jiower 
in  Texas.  This  Mexican  refugee,  by  the  way, 
was  a great  character.  It  was  llernardo 
Gutierrez  de  Lara,  a wealthy  resident  of 
Mexico,  who  had  joined  himself  to  the  cause 
of  the  revolutionists,  and  was  commissioned 
by  them  to  visit  Washington  to  obtain  aid 
;ind  sympathy,  but  bis  credentials  were  not  i 


^c> 

I I'ecoguized  by  our  Government.  llcing  a 
j fervent  patriot,  however,  he  went  to  Aew 
' Orleans  and  began  to  organize  an  expedition 
for  the  iina.sion  of  Te.xas,  which  scheme  was 
facilitated  by  his  former  com merc.ial  relations 
I with  that  city.  Aiign.'tns  IMagee,  who  had 
been  .'tationed  on  the  Aatidiitoches  to  break 
' up  gang.'  of  outlaws  on  the  neutral  ground, 

, enlisted  some  of  these  same  outlaws  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Acw  Orleans,  where  he  effected  an 
alliance  with  Giitiei  rez,  oivincr  him  the  nomi- 

I - o o 

J nal  command,  so  that  the  ^Mexicans  would 
believe  the  invasion  was  headed  by  one  of 
their  own  countrymen. 

During  the  summer  the  invasion  actually 
took  place,  with  great  success  and  little  loss 
of  blood,  lly  autumn  there  were  800  men, 
with  IMagee  as  colonel,  though  actually  the 
commander-in-chief.  Governor  Salcedo  of 
course  resisted  them,  and  laid  them  siege  at 
one  place  for  four  months;  but  they  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  otlier  victories,  and  cap- 
turing even  Sin  Antonio,  tlie  capital,  on 
April  1,  1813.  A provisional  government 
was  formed,  consistino-  of  a council  of  thir- 
teen  members  elected  by  a popular  vote, 
Gutierrez  being  appointed  generalissimo  and 
governor.  Two  of  these  members  xvere 
Americans.  The  prisoners,  seventten  in 
number,  were  all  condemned  to  death;  and, 
as  their  public  condemnation  and  execution  , 
of  sentence  might  be  too  exasperating  to  the 
Americans,  they  were  secretly  butchered  at 
night,  in  the  bed  of  a stream,  April  5!  The 
mattei'.  however,  soon  leaked  out,  and  truly 
enough  the  Americans  on  the  neutral  ground 
lost  their  enthusiasm  for  the  new  ofovern- 

O 

ment,  and  Gutierrez  xvas  arraigned  liefore  a 

O 

ti'ibunal  and  de[iosed.  The  Ameidcans,  be- 
ing greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  abandoned 
themselves  to  indolence,  but  were  soon 
aroused  by  the  news  of  the  approach  of  an- 
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other  army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Ignacio  Elizondo,  the  reiu'gadi'  who  had  he- 
ti-ayed  lliilalgo.  GutieiTcz  way  reinstated  in 
command  for  the  emei’gency,  and  tin*  inva- 
sion repiil&ed.  C iitieri’cz  was  again  deposed, 
mainly  hy  the  influence  of  the  Amei’ican 
element.  Factions,  attempts  at  revolution 
and  counter-revolution,  and  accomjtanying 
skirmishes,  etc.,  continued  to  be  the  order  of 
the  day,  Spaniard  like,  or  rather  ^lexican- 
like,  until  hy  the  spring  of  1814  \ ictory  was 
established  hy  the  royalists  with  some  di'gree 
of  permanency,  and  anotlier  “ lull  ” or  period 
of  peace  followed;  hut  the  condition  of  Texas 
was  deplorable,  on  account  of  the  devastations 
of  the  many  little  armies,  and  despei-adoes,who 
took  unusual  advantage  of  the  unsettled  state 
of  affairs  iu  such  times,  and  the  genei'al  un- 
certainty that  always  attends  such  a barbar- 
ous state  of  public  affairs.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  had  lied  and  taken  refime  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  their  croj)s  were 
destroyed,  cattle  carried  off  and  their  houses 
burned.  The  spirit  of  insurrection  was  sup- 
pressed, or  perhaps  more  strictly  expressed, 
had  “ eaten  up  its  own  substance,”  so  that  for  j 
years  the  public  had  the  opportunity  to  settle 
itself  to  more  peaceable  and  profitable  pur- 
suits. But  little,  however,  was  done,  or 
would  havm  been  done,  until  a new ‘‘race” 
began  again  to  take  the  field. 

In  addition  to  those  already  named,  the 
men  who  most  prominently  figured  in  the 
puldic  affairs  of  Texas  during  the  above 
period  were  Toledo,  Arredondo,  Berry,  Tay- 
lor, Bullard,  Cayetano  (,)uintero,  etc. 

Sympathy  for  the  o])pressed  in  this  region 
spread  meanwhile  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  attempts  at  further  revol utiotiary 
measures  were  made  in  various  places  within 
our  domain.  Vigilance  was  e.xercised  by  our 


! government  to  prevent  the  organization  of 
armies  against  Mexico,  and  to  maintain 
ncutial  irronnd. 

Conspicuous  among  these  sympathizers 
with  the  patriots  in  Afexico  wa.s  Colonei 
Perry,  wdio  pi'oclaimed  in  the  N(wv  Orleans 
paper.s  in  1815  that  an  expedition  was  in 
preparation  to  invade  Texas;  that  1,000  men 
were  ready  to  engage  in  the  enterprise;  and 
that  the  undertaking  was  a worthy  one,  iti 
respect  to  both  honor  ami  profit.  President 
Madison  prohibited  Perry’s  movement,  or 
anything  like  it;  and  during  the  same  year 
several  men  were  indicted  in  the  United 
States  District  Court  for  violating  the  neu- 
trality laws.  Perry,  however,  eluded  the 
vigilance  of  our  (Tovernment,  and  succeeded 
in  making  his  way  beyond  the  Sabine  with  a 
small  body  of  men.  -lo.'C  Manuel  de  Herrera, 
who  had  been  a{>point(‘d  minister  to  the 
United  States  by  Morelos,  and  w'as  at  the 
time  residing  in  New  Orleans,  conceived  the 
idea  of  establishing,  in  connection  with 
Perry’s  movements,  a system  of  privateering 
from  Galveston  harbor.  lie  established  a 
complete  system  of  State  government,  with 
headquarters  at  JMatagorda,  in  1816,  and  was 
supported  with  such  a large  force  of  revolu- 
tionists as  to  aoain  intimidate  the  Mexican 

O 

government.  Pi'ospect  for  a successful  rev- 
olution seemed  brighter  than  ever;  Aury, 
who  was  commodore  of  the  fleet,  at  length 
I)egan  to  differ  from  the  policy  of  Perry,  of 
the  land  forces,  and  amid  other  jealousies 
the  cause  of  the  revolutionists  was  again 
much  weakened,  and  iVrry  was  soon  com- 
’ [)elled  to  dee  back  toward  the  United  States 
I with  only  about  forty  men,  and,  after  several 
repulses  of  the  more  numerous  band  of  Mex- 
icans, were  finally  compelled  either  to  sur 
' render  or  be  put  to  deqth — which  latter 
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alternative  they  indeed  chose,  Perry  Mowing 
out  his  own  brains  with  a pistol! 

Commodore  Anry  continued  to  prey  >ipon 
the  Spanish  trade,  with  some  success,  making 
his  head(|narters  lV>r  about  two  months  in 
Mataoiu’da  hay,  and  then  he  went  to  1' lorida. 

TIIK  I'lltAlK  OK  'I'lM':  (JLM.K.” 

At  this  time,  dean  Lalitte,  a noted  character 
frcjm  France,  wa.>  e?tahli>he(J  at  the  little  is- 
land of  Parrataria,  about  sixty  miles  west  of  j 
the  delta  of  the  *Mis>i,-sij)pi,  engaged  as  a 
smuggler  and  pi'obahly  as  pii'ate.  He  was 
joinetl  by  a crowd  of  i-onghs,  and  the  goods 
they  seized  found  ready  sale  in  NewOrleaiiS. 
(fovernor  Claiborne,  of  Loibmiana,  seeing 
the  demoralizing  cifect  of  this  “trade’’  upon 
his  favorite  city — for  many  large  houses 
there  were  in  collusion  with  the  marauders — 
iss\ied  a proclamation  ordering  these  free- 
booters  to  disperse;  but  as  this  had  no  effect, 
he  placed  a reward  of  §500  on  the  head  of 
Latitte,  which  the  latter  treated  with  such 
contem[)t  as  to  offer  thirty  times  the  amount 
for  the  governor's  head.  Claibonie  then 
tried  force,  and  again  was  nnsnccessfnl.  lai 
fitte  surrounded  the  troops  sent  against  him. 
and  dismissed  them  loaded  with  pi-esents. 

This  state  of  affaii's  being  re|)orted  to  Pres- 
ident Madison,  Commodore  Patterson,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  was  oi’dered  to  destroy 
this  Iforhet’s  nest,  ami  in  June,  1814,  he  ar- 
rbed  before  Parratai-ia  with  gnid»oats  and 
the  schooner  Caiadine.  The  [liiates,  in  seven 
line  armed  cntisers  and  a fe! nrra^  manned 
by  ne.irly  a thousand  men,  at  first  imule  a 
show  of  resistance;  but,  fitially  abandoidng 
their  vessels,  they  made  for  the  land  and  dis- 
persed among  the  swamps.  Patlerson  then 
took  the  snri‘endei-ed  vessels  and  all  the  spoils 
()f  Jlarrataria  to  New  tfjlcaim. 


Lalitte,  the  “ Pirate  of  the  Cnlf,”  was  still 
at  large,  however,  and  the  gradually  return- 
ing men  again  resiumul  their  old  nefariotis 
traffic.  About  this  time,  war  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
the  latter  govenimeiit  approached  I/afitte 
with  large  oltci'S  of  position  and  money  if  he 
would  assist  in  their  cause;  but  he  asked 
time  to  coU'ider,  and  in  this  tinu‘  he  entered 
into  cori'e^|).ondence  with  Goveimor  Clai- 
borne, by  which  it  was  finally  agreeil  that 
i the  govenior  would  not  further  mohist  him 
if  he  would  espouse  the  cause  of  the  Unite<l 
States;  and,  sure  enono-h  at  the  battle  of 
I New  Orleans,  he  rendered  such  signal  service 
that  President  Madison  pardoned-him  of  his 
former  offences  against  our  government. 

lluring  the  next  two  years  Lahtte’s  Tiiove- 
ments  were  not  conspicuous;  but  his  fol- 
lowers, to  the  number  of  about  1,000,  joined 
a politico-piratical  government  at  Galveston 
island,  who,  for  security,  swore  allegiance  to 
the  Mexican  government.  In  consequence 
Galveston  became  naturally  the  asylum  of 
refugees  from  justice  and  desperadoes  of 
every  nationality.  Their  dej)redations  on  the 
gulf  were  carried  on  to  such  an  extent  that 
Spanish  commerce  was  almost  swept  from 
the  sea,  and  even  the  vessels  of  other  nations 
suffered  at  their  hands.  The  United  States 
would  have  broken  up  this  nest  also  had  it 
not  been  fur  the  opposition  of  the  Spanish 
minister,  ( )nis.  The  boundary  (piestion  had 
not  yet  been  settled,  and  it  was  feared  that 
if  our  government  dispersed  the  biiccaneei-s 
from  Galveston  liy  armed  force  it  would  re- 
tain possession  of  the  inland.  Thus  for  years 
the  “Pirate  of  the  Gulf’  remained  un- 
molested. On  the  site  where  the  city  of 
Galveston  now  stands  he  erected  a fort  and 
built  himself  a house,  around  which  nuiner- 
ou.s  other  edifices  sprung  up,  forming  a 
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busy  settlement,  wliicli  lie  named  Campeacliy. 

October  9,  1819,  this  point  was  declared  a | 
port  of  entry  l>y  tlie  repnMic  ol'  Texas,  wliicli  ' 
had  lately  l)een  proclaimed  as  such  hy  the  i 
leiders  of  another  exjtodition  into  the  (•.oiiii- 
try,  and  J.alitte  was  made  j^overnoi'  of  the 
place.  This  curious  man  soon  afterward  i 
hanoed  a refugee  from  justice,  in  satisfaction  [ 
of  the  United  States  authorities,  and  soon  “ 
after  that  amiin  indorsed  another  man-  -one  ■ 

O 

of  his  own  pnrty — for  eommittino-  the  crime 
of  seizing  ])roperty  from  a suhject  of  our 
Government;  and  for  the  latter  the  Govern- 
ment sent  an  expedition  against  him,  to 
break  up  the  Galveston  establishment,  fear- 
less of  war  with  the  Mexican  government. 
Aware  of  the  determination  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  Washington,  Lafitte  destroyed  his 
fortifications,  paid  off  his  men,  and  sailed 
away  forever  from  the  shores  of  Texas.  He 
ever  maintained  that  he  made  war  only  on 
S{)anish  vessels.  According  to  one  account, 

he  gave  a sketch  of  himself  in  the  following 

c>  o 

terms: 

At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was  a merchant 
at  Santo  Domingo.  Having  become  rich,  he 
wound  up  his  affairs,  bought  a ship  and 
freighted  her  with  a valuable  cargo,  including 
a large  amount  of  specie.  He  set  sail  for 
Europe,  with  his  wife,  was  captured  when  a 
week  out  at  sea,  by  a Spanish  man-of-war, 
and  robbed  of  everything  he  possessed.  The 
Spanish  captain  had  the  inhumanity  to  set 
him  and  tlie  crew  ashore  on  a barren  sand 
key,  with  provisions  for  a few  days  only. 
They  were  taken  off  by  an  American  schooner 
and  landed  at  New  Orleans,  where  his  wife 
died  a few  days  afterward  from  fever,  con- 
tiacted  from  hardship  and  exposure.  In  des- 
])eration,  he  joined  some  daring  fellows,  and 
they  declared  eternal  vengeance  against  Spain. 
•■For  fifteen  years,”  said  he,  “I  have  carried 


on  a war  against  Spain.  So  long  as  I live  1 
am  at  war  against  Spain,  but  with  no  other 
nation.  1 am  at  peace  with  all  the  world  ex 
cept  Sj)ain.  Although  they  call  me  a pirate, 
1 am  not  guilty  of  attacking  any  vessel  of  the 
Emrlish  or  French.” 

r~i 

d'he  above  sounds  very  much  like  a piece 
of  fiction,  which  any  pirate  might  conjure  up 
to  justify  his  nefarious  career.  Lafitte  is  de- 
scribeil  as  a stout,  rather  gentlemanly  person- 
age, about  five  feet  and  ten  inches  in  height, 
dressed  very  sim])ly  in  a foi-aging  cap  and 
blue  frock  of  a most  villainous  fit;  his  com- 
plexion, like  that  of  most  creoles,  olive;  his 
countenance  full,  mild  and  rather  impressive; 
his  eyes  small  and  black,  which  flashed  in 
animated  conversation  like  those  of  an  ugly 
customer.  His  demeanor  was  courteous.  He 
was  educated  and  gifted  wdth  considerable 
talent  for  conversation.  He  continued  to 
cruise  on  the  Spanish  main  for  several  years. 
Occasionally  he  visited  Sisal  and  the  island 
of  Margarita,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Orinoco, 
and  finally  died  at  Dilam,  in  Yucatan,  and 
was  buried  there. 

POLITICAL  CHANGES  CONTINUED. 

After  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  two  refugees 
from  France,  Generals  Lallemand  and  Ri- 
gault,  concluded  to  try  Texas  as  a place  of 
residence,  although  they  received  no  reply 
to  their  request  for  a permission  to  do  so  from 
the  Spanish  court.  In  March,  1818,  Lalle- 
mand, with  120  settlers,  sailed  frotn  New 
Orleans,  landed  at  Galveston  bay  and  selected 
a spot  on  the  Trinity  river  about  twelve  miles 
above  its  mouth,  and  began  to  fortify  the 
post.  These  colonists  issued  a proclamation 
that  they  had  settled  there  to  remain,  earn- 
ing their  livelihood  by  the  peaceable  pursuits 
of  agriculture  and  the  chase,  and  would  de- 
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f'cMid  tlieiuselvos  by  Torce,  if  necessary,  against 
any  invading  party;  but  professional  soldiers 
make  poor  agriculturists.  Tlie  first  season 
tlioir  crops  were  meager  on  account  of  the 
drouth,  and  they  maintained  themselves  for 
a time  by  the  products  of  the  chase.  While 
thus  weakened,  a force  was  sent  against  them 
Mexico,  which  they  could  not  resist,  and 
i-;diemand  returned  to  the  United  . States, 
while  the  rest  of  the  colonists  scattered,  a 
great  part  of  them  probably  to  Barrataria,  at 
that  time  controlled  l)y  the  notorious  Lafitte. 

Old  international  questions  being  now  re- 
vived as  to  the  ownership  of  theFloridas  and 
tlie  boundaries  of  the  Louisiana  Territory, 
many  propositions  and  counter  propositions 
were  made  and  refused,  with  tlie  final  result, 
February  22,  1819,  in  the  form  of  a treaty 
signed  by  the  Spanish  minister  Onis,  and  the 
American  Secretary  of  State,  by  which  the 
Floridas  were  ceded  to  the  United  States  and 
Texas  permitted  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
Spain.  The  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Spanish  possessions 
was  defined  as  follows:  Beginning  at  tlio 
mouth  of  the  Sabine  river,  continue  north 
along  the  western  bank  of  that  river  to  lati- 
tude 32°;  thence  by  a line  due  north  to  the 
deerree  of  latitude  wheie  it  strikes  Red  river; 
then  followincT  the  course  of  that  river,  west- 
ward  to  longitude  23°  west  from  Washing- 
ton; crossing  said  river,  run  by  a line  duo 
north  to  the  Arkansas,  following  the  south- 
ern  bank  of  that  river  to  its  source  in  latitude 
42°  noi  th,  and  thence  by  that  parallel  to  the 
Bacific. 

The  king  of  Spain,  however,  failed  to  ratify 
the  treaty  within  the  six  months  prescribed, 
and  when  he  did  ratify  it,  October  24,  1820, 
the  controversy  was  renewed,  tlie  United 
States  beincr  stronfirly  disinclined  to  recorruize 
the  late  convention.  From  the  first  the  treaty  i 


had  caused  wide-spread  dis-atisfaction,  and  a 
strong  party  maintained  that  valuable  terri- 
tory had  been  given  away  by  the  American 
government  for  a very  inferior  one,  while  a 
fundamental  principle  of  the  United  States 
was  violated  in  ceding  away  territory  of  any 
kind  under  any  circumstances;  but  after  a 
year  or  two  of  discussion  the  United  States 
Congress  advised  the  President  to  ratify  the 
treaty,  and  accordingly,  February  28,  1821, 
John  Quincy.  Adams  informed  the  Spanish 
envoy  that  President  Monroe  had  accepted 
the  ratification. 

In  natural  connection  with  the  foreoroi ng, 
the  angry  feeling,  aroused  by  the  treaty,  was 
exhibited  in  a practical  manner  at  Natchez, 
Mississippi,  by  another  attempt  to  organize 
an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  revolution- 
izing Texas.  James  Long  was  appointed 
leader  of  the  enterprise,  and  in  June  he 
started  with  great  entliusiasm  for  Nacogdo- 
ches, accompanied  by  about  seventy-five  men, 
which  number  was  rapidly  increased.  Soon 
after  arriving  at  that  place  he  could  muster 
over  300  men,  among  them  Bernardo  Gutier- 
rez and  Samuel  Davenport.  He  immedi- 
ately proceeded  to  establish  a eivil  govern- 
ment, under  the  control  of  a supreme  council, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  president.  June  23 
this  council  declared  the  province  of  Texas  a 
free  and  independent  republic,  and  it  pro- 
ceeded to  enact  laws  for  the  government  of 
the  same  and  providing  for  revenue  by  the 
sale  of  public  lands.  Various  agencies  were 
established,  at  different  points,  for  mercan- 
tile and  governmental  business. 

For  aid.  Long  left  Cook  in  command  at 
Nacogdoches  while  he  hastened  on  to  Gal- 
veston to  enlist  die  sympathy  and  assistance 
of  Laficte,  who  at  that  time  was  in  the  heierht 
of  his  glory  there;  but  the  wily  Frenchman 
told  him  that  it  ever  had  been  useless  to  re- 
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sist  Mexico  1)V  luiul  witlioiit  a miicli  larirer 
force  tlian  liad  ever  been  coUected  for  the 
purpose.  On  tlie  way  to  Galveston  Lotig 
heard  thromi-h  Indian  channels  that  a Mexi- 
can  force,  700  strong,  under  Colonel  Iij;nacio 
I\‘rez,  was  rapidly  on  his  track,  at  Cochattee, 
and  at  once  sent  orders  to  Cook  immediately 
to  concentrate  liis  outlyinn  detachments  at 
that  place.  Of  all  the  expeditions  to  Texas, 
not  one  experienced  a more  speedy  collapse 
or  swifter  niin  than  that  of  Long's.  The 
posts  or  “agencies"’  s|)oken  of  were  suddenly 
destroveil  and  the  occupants  killed  or  dis- 
persed. 

Long  retired  to  New  Orleans,  where  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Mexican  pa- 
triots, Milam  and  Trespalacios.  The  next 
spring,  1821,  still  another  “expedition  ” was 
formed  against  the  Mexican  government  in 
Texas,  with  these  men  as  leaders;  but  they, 
too,  were  soon  squelched.  The  next  year, 
1822,  Long  was  killed  in  a private  en- 
counter. 

Of  course,  at  this  time  the  condition  was 
deplorable,  as  the  outlook  for  permanent 
peace  was  absolutely  forbidding.  After  the 
expulsion  of  Long  in  1819,  every  intruder 
who  had  settled  in  the  country  was  driven 
off,  his  buildings  destroyed  and  his  cattle 
driven  away.  Tlie  populated  districts  alto- 
gether contained  no  more  than  4,000  civil- 
ized beings.  Agriculture  was  almost  entirely 
neglected,  and  provisions  were  so  scarce,  even 
in  San  Antonio,  as  to  be  a subject  of  fre- 
(pient  report  by  Governor  IMarlinez  to  the 
commandant  general  at  Saltillo.  The  north- 
eastern borders  became  the  asylum  of  crimi- 
nals and  the  abode  of  bands  of  anned  despe- 
radoes engaged  in  smugcliinr.  Lafitte’s 
piratical  estaldishment  had  its  emissaries 
about  the  country,  who  drove  Africans 
through  the  land  with  impunity  to  New 


Oi'leans,  where  they  were  sold;  and  savage 
Indians,  like  the  Comanches,  were  hoverino 
around  almost  every  white  settlement.  Thi- 
was  the  darkest  hour  that  Texas  ever  saw. 

A panoramic  review  of  the  two  decades 
just  treated  is  thus  presented  by  II.  II.  Ban- 
croft, the  in’cat  Pacific  coast  historian: 

“If  the  reader  will  glance  back  at  the  his- 
toi’Y  of  Texas,  he  will  lind  that  no  advance 
in  the  colonization  of  that  fertile  country 
was  made  during  the  j^eriod  of  Spanish  dom 
ination.  The  reason  of  this,  apart  from  the 
exclusion  of  foreigners,  lay  mainly  in  the 
aversion  (ff  the  Spanish  creoles  to  agriculture, 
and  the  dampers  to  which  settlers  were  ex- 

O 

posed.  Enterprise  in  ‘ New  Spain’  was  chielly 
directed  to  the  development  of  mines,  while 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  was  performed  for 
the  most  part  by  the  passive  Indians.  In 
Texas,  an  essentially  agricultural  province, 
the  conditions  were  reversed.  There  were 
no  mines  to  be  developed,  nor  were  there 
peaceable  natives  who  could  be  made  to  till 
the  ground.  It  therefore  offered  no  induce- 
ments to  Spanish- Americans  to  migrate  from 
safe  and  settled  districts  to  a remote  region, 
where  a few  ill-garrisoned  presidios  could 
offer  little  or  no  protection  to  the  cultivator 
against  the  stealthy  attacks  of  hostile  Indians. 
Thus  the  colonization  of  Texas  was  confioed 
to  the  establishment  of  a few  settlers  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  .t^'^^se  military  posts. 
Only  two  of  these,  San  Antonio  de  Bejar  and 
La  Bahia  del  E-;piritu  Santo,  developed  into 
towns  of  any  considerable  importance.  Later 
attempts  of  Spain  to  colonize  the  country  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century  met 
with  no  success.  The  undertaking  projected 
by  the  Spanish  government  ami  placed  undei- 
the  direction  of  General  Grimarest  faileil  of 
accomplishment  on  account  of  the  breaking 
out  of  hostilities  between  Spain  and  England; 
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iiur  (lid  other  settlers  who  were  iiitro<]iiecd 
into  Texas  about  this  time  effect  any  expan- 
>-i('ii  of  tlie  comm\iinty.  It  remained  I’oi' 
peacealih;  immigrants  Id’oin  the  I'liifiai  State's 
tci  acce^mpli'.h  a work  of  |)ro:ri'ess  which  Sjiain 
bail  jjroved  lierself  ineomp.'tent  to  perfonn, 
and  which  liad  been  beyond  achievement  by 
force  of  arms  on  the  part  of  adventurers. 

" I liave  ali-eady  related  how  anxious  Spain 
was  to  j)eople  Texas  immediately  after  the 
purchase  of  l.onisiana  by  the  United  States, 
and  so  pi'otect  herself  against  encroachments 
liy  occupancy  of  the  country.  Her  inten- 
tions, however,  were  frustrated  by  the  dread- 
ful wars,  in  which  she  soon  became  encracred, 
and  the  revolutions  wliicli  broke  out  in  iier 
colonies.  In  the  einerirencies  to  which  she 

O 

was  reduced  she  relaxed  her  exclusive  policy, 
and  official  pi'oclamations  were  published  in- 
viting colonists  of  all  clasfes  and  nationalities 
to  settle  in  her  Americati  dominions.  The 
ti-eaty  of  amity  of  P'ebrnary  22,  1819,  having 
confirmed  her  in  the  possession  of  Texas, 
Spain  felt  herself  in  a position  to  remove  the 
exclusion  of  Angrlo- Americans  as  colonists  in 
her  territory,  which  hitlierto  liad  been  insisted 
on  in  all  colonization  schemes.  At  the  same 
time  the  royalist  power  seemed  to  be  firmly 
i established  in  Mexico,  the  revolution  hav- 
ing been  well  nigh  suppressed  and  the  pacif- 
ication of  the  country  almost  consummated. 
It  was  reasonable,  therefore,  to  suppose  tliat 
the  Spanish  government  would  give  satisfac- 
tmy  assni'ances  to  Anglo-Americans  who 
ini^ht  wish  to  obtain  in  a legal  manner  grants 
of  land  in  Texas.” 

THE  AUSTINS. 

The  first  American  who  availed  himself  of 
this  new  opportunity  was  Moses  Austin.  This 
man  was  born  in  Uurham,  Connecticut,  about 


1701.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  married 
Maria  llrown  in  I’liiladelphia,  and  soon  aftci-- 
ward  established  a commercial  house  iu  Kich- 
niond.  Virginia,  in  pai  tnershij)  w ith  his  broth- 
er. Stejihen,  who  was  at  the  head  of  a large 
importing  business  in  Philadelphia.  The  two 
brothers  a few  years  later  purchased  conjointly 
a lead  mine  in  Virginia, and  ran  it  fora  time. 
Adventurous  speculation  brought  them  re- 
verses, and  Moses  "Austin,  a man  of  persever- 
ance and  enterprise,  obtained  in  1797  a grant 
from  Paron  de  Carond(*iet,  governor- General 
of  Louisiana,  conferring  upon  him  a league 
of  land  in  eastern  Missouri,  where  he  made 
the  first  settlement  as  the  nucleus  of  Wash- 
ington county,  that  State,  and  where  he  won 
by  his  upright  conduct  the  ad/iiiration  of  all 
the  immigrants.  But  the  very  qualities 
which  gained  for  him  the  affection  of  all  who 
knew  him  occasioned  another  reverse  of  for- 
tune. lie  had  become  a large  stockholder  in 
the  Bank  of  St.  Louis,  and  when  in  1818  that 
institution  went  to  ruin  Austin  surrendered 
tlie  whole  of  his  property  for  the  benefit  of 
his  creditors.  Although  now  in  his  fifty-fifth 
year,  he  conceived  the  bold  idea  of  establish- 
ing an  extensive  colony  in  Texas.  In  this 
he  was  not  moved  by  the  reckless  spirit  of 
adventure  that  had  characterized  former 
attempts  of  the  kind,  llis  intention  from 
the  first  was  to  proceed  legally.  Accordingly 
he  made  the  long  journey  to  San  Antonio  de 
Bejar,  ari'iving  in  the  first  part  of  December, 
1820,  and  made  his  application  to  the  author- 
ities. At  first  he  met  only  with  rebuff  and 
disa])pointment.  Although  in  1799  he  had 
become  a naturalized  subject  of  Mexico  in 
upper  Louisiana,  he  had  failed  to  provide 
himself  with  a passjiort  before  starting  on  his 
journey,  and  when  he  presented  himself  be- 
fore the  governor  he  was  peremptorily  ordered 
to  leave  the  province  immediately.  In  bitter- 
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ness  of  heart  he  left  the  ouvernor's  house  to 
maKe  preparations  for  liis  departure;  hut  on 
crossing  the  plaza  he  met  J3aron  de  l>astrop, 
an  alcalde  and  a native  of  Prussia,  who.-^e 
acquaintance  he  liad  made  many  years  before. 
In  his  youimer  days  Bastrop  was  a soldier  of 
fortune  under  Frc(]erick  the  Great.  lie  after- 
ward entered  the  service  of  the  king  of  S[)ain, 
who  sent  him  on  a special  mission  to  Me.\.ico. 
While  Louisiana  was  under  the  dominion  of 
Spain  he  obtained  a grant  of  thirty  miles 
'(juai-e  between  the  Mississippi  and  Red 
rivers,  400,000  acres  of  which  he  ceded  to 
Aaron  Burr,  on  which  tiie  latter  intended  to 
plant  a colony  as  a nucleus  for  his  meditated 
expedition  against  Mexico.  When  Louisiana 
was  re-ceded  to  France,  Bastrop  became  a 
citizen  of  San  Antonio  de  Bejar,  where  he 
was  appointed  alcalde  and  afterward  land 
commissioner,  and  in  1827  he  represented 
Texas  in  the  legislature  of  Uoaliuila  and  Texas. 
He  died  in  1828  or  1829. 

On  meeting  Austin,  as  before  stated,  he  in- 
terested himself  in  his  undertaking,  and  by 
his  influence  had  a second  interview  with 
Governor  Martinez,  who,  after  some  delibera- 
tion, forwarded  Austin’s  memorial  to  Arre- 
dondo, the  commandant-creneral  of  the  eastern 
internal  provinces,-with  a strong  recommend- 
ation in  its  favor  from  the  local  authorities  of 
the  province. 

While  his  case  was  pending,  he  started  on 
the  long  journey  back  to  his  Missouri  home, 
in  January,  1821,  and  suftered  untold  hard- 
ships. lie  was  frequently  obliged  to  cross 
swollen  streams  by  either  swimming  or  raft- 
ing, and  to  suffer  a great  deal  from  hunger. 
Indeed,  the  exposures  of  the  journey  broke 
down  his  health,  and  lie  died  at  his  liome 
June  10th  following,  in  his  fifty-seventh  year. 

On  dying  he  left  an  arrangement  with  his 
son,  Stephen  Fuller  Austin,  then  in  New  Or- 


I leans,  to  prosecute  tlie  enterprise  he  lunl  lie- 
gun  in  Texas.  From  1821  to  1824  theia' 
were  no  less  tlian  four  different  forms  of  imv- 
' ('rnment  in  Texas,  and  of  course  but  little  was 
done  by  'vay  of  settlement.  January  17, 
1821,  however,  Austin’s  memorial  was 
granted,  giving  Iiim  permission  to  introduce 
300  families  into  Texas.  In  energy  and  per- 
severance the  son  was  equal  to  his  father,  and 
he  arrived  at  San  Antonio  with  seventeen 
companions-,  and  received  permission  from 
tlie  government  to  explore  tlie  country  on  the 
Colorado  river  and  select  an  advantageous  po- 
sition. He  also  examined  the  country  along 
the  Brazos  river.  BeimT  convinced  of  the 
fertility  of  the  land  and  healthfulness  of  the 
climate,  he  returned  to  Louisiana  and  pub- 
lished the  particulars  of  the  scheme.  Each 
head  of  a family  was  to  receive  640  acres, 
320  acres  in  addition  for  the  wife  should  there 
be  one,  100  acres  additional  for  each  child, 
and  eighty  acres  in  addition  for  each  slave. 
Each  single  man  also  would  receive  a grant 
of  640  acres.  The  conditions  imposed  upon 
the  settlers  were  that  they  should  be  Catho- 
lics, or  agree  to  become  so,  before  entering 
the  territory;  that  they  should  be  provided 
with  credentials  of  good  character  and  habits; 
should  take  the  oatli  to  be  obedient  in  all 
things  to  the  government;  to  take  up  arms 
in  defense  against  all  enemies;  to  be  faithful 
to  the  king;  and  to  observe  the  political  con- 
stitution of  tlie  Spanish  monarchy.  On  the 
part  of  the  colony  itself,  eacli  settler  was  to 
pay  124  cents  per  acre  for  his  land  to  defray 
expenses,  except  that  Austin  took  it  upon 
himself  to  pay  for  all  the  surveying,  securing 
of  titles,  etc.  The  money  was  to  be  paid  in 
instalments  after  receipt  of  title.  A portion 
of  the  fund  was  also  designed  for  purposes  of 
government,  defense  against  hostile  Indians, 
and  to  furnish  supplies  to  poor  immigrants. 
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TllK  AUSTIN  OOUONV. 

Tlie  first  imini^fraiits  of  the  Austin  colony 
arrived  in  December,  1821,  settlino  on  tlie 
ib-azos  river  at  the  Kaliia  crossino.  mainlv  in 

O ' « 

what  is  now  Austin  comity ; Init  many  dilli- 
cnlties  and  liard-hips  were  encountered. 
Sliipments  of  supplies  tVom  New  Orleans 
failed  to  reach  them,  and  they  had  to  subsist 
too  much  on  the  products  of  the  chase;  and 
this  was  danoerons  on  account  of  the  liostile 
1 ndians. 

Diirino  the  spring  of  1822  Austin  went  to 
San  Antonio  to  report  progress,  and  tliere 
learned  for  tlie  first  time  tliat  under  the 
cliange  in  political  affairs  he  would  liave  to 
oiitain  from  the  Me.xican  congress  acontirm- 
ation  of  the  grant  conceded  to  his  father  by 
the  Sjianish  government,  and  receive  S|)ecial 
instrnctions  relati\  e to  the  distribution  of  land 
and  other  details  connected  with  the  grant. 
This  was  a sore  disapointment.  He  wonld 
have  to  travel  1,200  miles  by  land  on  roads 
infested  by  banditti  and  deserters,  and  he  was 
ill  prejiared  for  such  a journey.  Neverthe- 
less, in  rao-gred  clothes  and  a blanket,  he  dis- 
gnised  himself  ;is  a poor  traveler  going  to 
iMcxico  to  petition  for  compensation  for  serv- 
ices in  the  revolution,  and  nntlinchingly 
started  out  on  the  long  and  perilous  journey. 

While  on  his  way  to  the  city  of  Hexico, 
with  but  two  jiersons  in  company,  airiving 
at  San  Antonio,  he  (Austin)  was  told  tliat  it  j 
was  dangerous  to  proceed  without  an  escort, 
for  a war  j)arty  of  Comanches  was  abroad, 
killing  every  unprotected  poivson  who  came 
in  their  way;  that  .^ome  individuals  had  been 
murdered  by  them  the  day  before;  and  that  | 
he,  with  so  mneh  baggage,  being  a valuatde 
prize,  could  not  possibly  hope  to  escajie. 
Finding,  however,  no  opportniuty  of  obtain- 
ing an  escort,  and  the  business  of  the  colony 


reipiiring  his  presence  in  the  metropolis,  he 
resolveil  at  all  hazards  to  proceed  on  his 
journey. 

They  traveled  the  first  day  unmolested, 
but  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day,  feeling 
somewhat  indisposed,  Mr.  Austin  undertook 
to  prepare  some  colfee.  There  were  no  ac- 
commodations on  the  load,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  carry  provisions  on  a jiack-horse,  and 
cook  by  the  wayside.  Ilis  companions  warned 
him  that  if  Indians  were  near  they  would  be 
attracted  by  the  smoke.  He  flattered  him- 
self, however,  that  by  selecting  a sheltered 
place  and  making  little  smoke,  it  wonld  be 
impossible  for  them  to  discern  it.  Desides, 
his  craving  for  the  coffee  was  so  great,  he 
beino  afflicted  with  a bad  headache,  he  in- 
sisted  that  he  must  have  it  at  all  risks.  They 
were  upon  an  open  plain,  and  could  see  many 
miles  around.  At  the  moment  no  living 
ci'cature  was  in  view  but  themselves. 

The  men  in  company  went  to  seek  the 
horses,  which  had  been  hoppled  the  night  be- 
fore and  let  loose  to  feed.  The  colonel  re- 
tired to  a little  ravine  to  enjoy  his  coffee.  It 
was  boiled,  and  in  the  act  of  putting  the  re- 
freshing beverage  to  his  anxious  lips,  he  heard 
a sound  like  the  trampling  of  many  horses. 
Raising  his  head,  with  the  coffee  yet  nntasted, 
he  beheld  in  the  distance  fifty  mounted  Com- 
anches, with  their  spears  glittering  in  the 
morning  sun,  dashing  toward  him  at  full 
speed.  As  the  column  advanced  it  divided, 
according  to  the  practice  previously  described, 
into  two  semi-circles,  and  in  an  instant  he 
was  surrounded.  Quicker  than  thought  he 
sprang  to  his  loaded  rifle,  but  as  his  hand 
grasjied  it  he  felt  that  resistance  by  one 
amiinst  a host  was  vain. 

The  plunder  commenced.  Every  article 
of  the  little  encampment,  with  the  sjiddle- 
bags,  which  he  stood  upon  to  protect  if  pjssi- 
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Me,  was  ^I'eeclilv  seized.  Austiti's  presence 
of  mind,  liowever,  did  not  forsake  Him.  He 
calmly  meditateil  for  a moment  wliat  course 
to  pursue.  A^.'•l  m n^  gi'eat  comj)OSure,  lie 
went  up  to  the  cliief,  and,  addressing  him  in 
Spanish  and  tlie  few  Indian  words  he  knew, 
declared  himself  to  be  an  American,  and  de- 
manded whether  their  nation  was  at  war  with 
the  Americans.  “No,”  was  the  rejily.  “Do 
you  like  the  Americans?”  “Ves;  they  are 
our  friends.”  “ Where  do  you  get  your  spear- 
heads, your  blankets,”  etc.,  namino'  all  tbeir 
foreign  articles  one  by  one.  “Get  them  from 
our  iriends,  the  Americans.”  “AVell,  do  you 
think  if  you  were  passing  through  their 
nation,  as  I am  passing  through  yours,  tho}' 
would  rob  you  as  you  have  rolibed  me?” 
The  chief  reflected  a little  and  replied,  “ No; 
it  would  not  be  right.”  The  chief  then  com- 
manded his  men  to  restore  all  the  articles 
taken.  Every  article  came  back  with  the 
same  dispatch  with  which  it  had  disappeared, 
e.xcept  the  saddlebags.  These,  which  con- 
tained all  his  money,  were  indispensable  to 
the  fin;ther  prosecution  of  his  journey.  Xo 
one  could  tell  anytiiing  of  the  saddlebags. 
Almost  in  despair  of  ever  seeing  them  again, 
he  observed  in  a thicket,  at  a little  distance, 
a squaw,  one  of  the  trumpeter-,  kicking  and  i 
belaboring  her  horse  to  make  him  move  off,  j 

while  the  sagacious  beast  would  not  stir  a j 
^ . 1 
step  from  the  troop.  The  colonel  instantly  i 

])ursued  the  female  robber,  and  found  his 

saddlebags  neatly  concealed  under  the  saddle- 

blanket  and  herself.  The  whole  squadron 

then  moved  off,  and  were  seen  no  more. 

A little  circumstance  connected  w'Uh  the 
abo\e  afiair  is  worth  mentioning.  A Spanish 
grammar,  which  the  colonel  carried  suspended 
at  the  saddle-bow,  that  he  might  study  it  as 
he  rode  along,  was  missincr.  This  book  was 
afterward  found  among  the  Indians  by  some  . 


I 

j traders,  and  as  it  had  the  owner’s  nanu*  on  il 
i a report  spread  abroad  that  the  colonel  had 
been  killed  by  tbe  (’omanches.  This  rc|)oi't 
reached  the  ears  of  his  an.xious  mother  and 
sister  in  Missouri,  and  it  was  many  months 
before  they  learned  that  he  had  survived  the 
dreai’v  pilgrimage. 

Mr.  Au.'tin  reached  the  capital  in  safety, 
April  2'J,  1822,  but  on  account  of  constant 
changes  in  the  government  and  the  belief 
that  a new  law  would  at  lenoth  have  to  be 

O 

adopfe  1,  it  was  not  until  the  next  January 
that  his  claim  was  recognized.  But  even 
then,  before  ho  left  the  capital,  another 
change  in  the  government  was  made,  and  he 
had  to  wait  about  three  months  longer  for 
new  arrangements.  On  his  return  to  Mon- 
terey he  had  to  get  further  instructions  from 
the  commandant  general  and  the  provincial 
“deputation.”  lie  was  informed  that  he 
had  full  ])Owers  for  the  administration  of 
justice  in  his  colony,  he,  in  the  military^ 
aspect,  ranking  as  lieutenant-colonel,  lie 
could  make  war  on  the  Indian  tribes  in  his 
vicinity  who  molested  his  colony,  could  in- 
troduce supplies  by  the  harbor  of  Galveston, 
etc.  He  was  to  render  an  account  of  his 
acts  to  the  governor  of  Texas,  and  be  subject 
to  him.  Bastrop  was  empowered  to  survey 
the  lands  and  give  title.  The  name  San 
Felipe  de  Austin  was  given  to  the  capital  of 
the  new  colony. 

AThen  Austin  arrived  at  the  settlement  he 
found  it  almost  al>andoned,  in  consequence  of 
his  long  detention  in  Mexico,  but  the  news  of 
his  return  and  the  success  of  his  undertakin<>- 

O 

attracted  settlers  in  such  numbers  that  by 
1824  the  stipulated  300  families  had  an-ived, 
and  they'  then  began  a prosperous  caiver. 
Although,  however,  Austin  was  exact  in  his 
administration  of  justice  and  extravagantly 
benevolent  to  the  needy',  thcie  were  many’  in 
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the  colony  disposed  to  coiiiplaiii  ami  make 
trouble,  lii  the  United  States  and  Knrope 
tlie  impression  began  to  prevail  that  Austin’s 
early  eoloni.^ts  wei'o  in  great  psirt  fugitives 


show  of  fact  and  reason,  that  his  colony  was 
as  moral  as  any  community  in  the  States. 

The  limits  of  the  county  were  nndefined  by 
the  law,  and  the  immigi-ants  were  allowed  to 
settle  at  various  distances  from  the  center  ac- 
cording to  their  own  free  will.  In  response 
to  Austin’s  petition,  the  government  al- 
lowed him  to  introduce  5O0  more  families  to 
locate  upon  the  unoccupied  lands  Iving  be- 
tween the  tracts  already  occupied  by  liis 
colonists. 

Mr.  Austin  at  one  time  sent  a newcomer 
to  Texas  from  San  Felipe  to  the  Colorado  to 
take  the  census  of  the  families  in  that  part  of 
his  colony.  The  duty  being  performed,  the 
messenger  returned,  and  the  following  con- 
versation occurred: 

Austin. — “ Well,  Mr.  , how  do  yon 

like  that  part  of  the  country?” 

Newcomer.- — -'‘I  like  the  country  much; 
but  I wouldn’t  live  in  such  a community  if 
you  would  give  it  all  to  me.” 

Austin. — “ Why,  didn’t  they  treat  you 
well?” 

Newcomer. — “ Yes,  indeed ; never  was  bet- 
ter treated.” 

Austin. — “Tell  me  about  it.” 

Newcomer. — “Well,  general,  to  give  you  a 
sample  of  the  people  living  up  there.  I went 
to  a log  cabin,  where  I found  only  a lady  at 
home.  I asked  her  who  lived  there.  She 
said,  ‘ !Me  and  the  old  man.’  1 told  her  1 had 
come  to  take  the  census.  She  told  me  to  take 
it.  I said  to  her,  ‘ Have  you  any  children?' 
She  replied,  ‘Yes;  lots  on  ’em.’  ‘Flease  give 
their  names,  madam.’  ‘Well,  thar’s  Isaiah, 
and  Bill,  and  Tom,  and  Jake,  and  Ed,  and  John 


‘Xi 

and  Bnil,and  , oh,  yes!  I'd  like  to  forgot 

Joe,  he's  gone  so  much.’  These  being  duly 
noted,  with  ages,  1 asked,  ‘Have  you  no 
girls?’  ‘No,  sii',’  i-cpliel  she,  emphatically; 

w h i i e 

they  kin  take  care  of  themselves;  but  gals  is 
always  trouble,  and  run’ei'  kin  take  care  of 
themselves.’  General,  those  people  are  too 
rough  to  live  with.” 

Austin. — “ Well,  l^lr. , tliost'  ai-e  ex- 

actly the  people  we  want  for  the  pioneers  on 
our  frontier.  They  are  hardy,  honest  and 
brave.  They  are  not  your  kid-glove  sort.  As 
the  settlement  becomes  denser,  they  will  strike 
farther  out  upon  the  borders.  1 wdsh  we  ha  1 
more  of  them.” 

The  following  anecdote,  in  regard  to  mem- 
bers of  the  colony,  illustrates  the  universal 
tendency  of  retaliatory  measures  to  increase 
in  gravity  far  beyond  reason.  In  February, 
1841,  a pig  belonging  to  Mr.  Bullock,  an 
Austin  landlord,  found  his  way  into  the  stable 
of  M.  de  Saligny,  the  Fi'ench  charge,  and  ate 
some  of  the  corn.  For  this  offense  a servant 
of  the  Frenchman  slew*  the  little  aTiimal,  and 
in  return  for  this  the  irate  landlord  horse- 
whipped the  servant.  Thereupon  Salignv 
complained,  and  Bullock  w'as  arrested  and 
bound  over  to  the  next  term  of  court.  Aftei-- 
ward  the  landlord  ordered  the  envoy  off  his 
premises.  These  indignities  to  French  honor 
were  not  to  be  passed  unnoticed  by,  and  the 
Texas  government,  failing  to  give  satisfac- 
tion, the  French  minister  abandoned  his  post. 
A conciliatory  letter  from  Fresident  Houston 
subsequently  healed  the  breach  and  brought 
the  testy  Frenchman  back.  Occasions  as 
trifling  as  this  have,  in  the  history  of  man, 
been  the  initial  point  of  a series  of  acts  which 
terminated  in  war. 

‘‘The  character  of  ‘ Leather-stockinn-.'  ;:n\  s 
Mrs.  Ilolley,  “is  not  nncummon  in  Texas. 


from  justice:  l)ut  he  maintained,  with  every!  ‘boys  is  trouble  enough;  but  arter 
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Muiiy  [HM-.'ons  employ  an  iinliviclual  in  the 
imsiiiess  of  liiuitiiio  in  all  its  branches,  and 
thus  are  eonstantlv  supplied  with  provisions 
of  every  desci-i j»tion,  even  to  egos,  which  are 
furnished  l>y  the  immense  numbers  of  wild 
fowl.  The.'e  hunters  are  very  profitable  to 
their  empluvers.  and  much  cherished  in  the 
family,  and  often  l)ecome  spoiled  by  famili- 
arity and  indiilo-ence.  A roughness  of  man- 
iiers  and  a rudeness  of  S[)eech  are  tolei’ated 
in  them  which  would  not  be  brooked  in  other 
servants.  They  area  sort  of  privileged  char- 
acter. Indians  and  Mexicans  are  considered 
the  best  qualified  for  this  important  office. 
I>nt  it  sometimes  happens  that  a white  man 
from  the  States,  who  has  become  somewhat 
decivilized  (to  coin  a word),  is  substituted. 
The  dress  of  the.se  hunters  is  nsnally  of  deer- 
skin; hence  the  appropriate  name  ‘ Leather- 
stockincr.’  ” 

O 

THE  EMPKESARtO  SYSTEM. 

After  the  Mexican  provinces  had  declared 
themselves  free  and  sovereign,  and  subject 
only'^  to  federation,  a national  colonization  law 
was  adopted  August  18,  1824,  one  provision 
of  which  authorized  the  leo-islatures  of  the 
different  States  to  form  colonization  laws  for 
the  occupancy  of  the  public  domains  within 
their  respective  territories,  on  terms  that 
were  not  at  variance  with  the  federal  consti- 
tution. Accordingly,  the  newly-formed  State 
of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  havincr  organized  its 
government,  the  legislature,  on  March  24, 
1825,  decreed  such  a law,  one  provision  of 
which  required,  in  order  to  people  the  land 
by  the  colony  system,  a certain  number  of 
families  to  be  inti'oduced  within  a given  time, 
at  the  expense  of  the  immigrants  themselves. 
The  particulars  of  the  system  were  as  follows, 
in  brief:  The  empresario  first  presented  a 


i memorial  to  the  State  Government  askino  for 

j permission  to  colonize  certain  waste  lands 

' which  were  designated,  as  well  as  the  number 
! ^ 

of  families  he  |)roposed  to  introduce.  To 
afford  ample  choice  to  settlers,  the  tract 
designated  and  nsnally  conceded  by  the  gov- 
ernment was  greatly  in  excess  of  the  ap|)ro- 
jwiation  to  be  finally  made-;  but  after  the 
establishment  of  the  settlement  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  allotments  of  the  colonists,  :u  d 
the  assignment  of  the  “premium  land”  to 
the  empivsario,  all  the  surplus  land  reverted 
to  the  State.  The  distribution  of  the  allot- 
ments was  under  tb.e  control  of  a commis- 
sioner appointed  l)y  the  State,  but  he  had 
power  to  make  an  assignment  without 
the  approval  of  the  contractor.  If  the 
contractor  failed  to  introduce  the  stipulated 
number  of  familes  within  the  term  of  six 
years,  he  lost  his  rights  and  privileges  in  pro- 
portion to  the  deficiency,  and  the  contract  was 
totally  annulled  if  he  had  not  succeeded  in 
settling  100  families.  The  premium  granted 
to  a contractor  was  five  square  leagues  of  graz- 
ing land  and  five  labores  of  tillage  land  for 
each  hundred  families;  but  he  could  not  ac- 
quire a premium  on  more  than  800  families. 
(A  square  league  was  a tract  of  5,000  \ aras 
square,  and  contained  4,428  acres.  A laho>‘ 
was  1,000  varas  square,  and  contained  177 
acres.  Twenty^-five  labores  were  equal  to  one 
.sv7/o,  and  five  sitlos  composed  one  hacienda.) 

Every  family  whoso  sole  occupation  was 
farming  received  177  acres  (one  labo/)  of  ag- 
ricultural land,  and  if  it  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  also  a grazing  tract  sufficient  to  com- 
plete a sipiare  league  was  added.  Those 
families  whose  sole  occupation  was  cattle-- 
raising  received  each  a sipiare  league,  less 
one  labor  (177  acres).  An  unmarried  man 
received  one-fourth  of  the  above  (juantitv. 
The  State  government  alone  could  increase  the 
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fliiantities  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  a family 
and  tlie  industry  and  activity  of  tlie  colonists. 
Kleven  square  leagues  was  the  limit  of  land 
that  could  be  owned  by  the  same  hands  as 
])resci'ibed  by  the  national  colonization  law. 
For  each  square  league,  or  as  it  was 

denominated,  the  colonist  paid  an  emption 
siirn  of  to  the  State,  $2.50  for  each  /(t/jor 
not  in-igable.  and  $3.50  foi'eaeh  that  was  irri 
gable;  but  these  payments  were  not  demanded 
until  after  the  expiration  of  six  year.s  from 
the  time  of  settlement,  and  then  only  in  three 
installments  at  loim  intervals.  Contractors 
aTid  the  militarv  were  exempt  from  this  tax. 

Tims  the  terms  oftei-ed  .settlers  were  very 
liberal,  except  that  they  required  them  to  be 
of  the  Catholic  faith  and  gave  preference  to 
Mexicans.  However,  after  the  promulgation 
of  the  above  laws  an  increased  tide  of  immi- 
gration set  in  from  the  United  States,  and 
little  or  no  regard  was  paid  to  the  religions 
character  of  the  law.  In  a few  years  nearly 
the  whole  of  Texas  was  parceled  out  to  em- 
presarios,  though  none  fulfilled  their  contracts 
except  Austin.  Settlers,  however,  continued 
to  come  in  and  improve  the  laud,  mainly 
from  the  United  States,  with  the  inevitable 
result,  as  almost  any  one  might  have  seen,  of 
turning  eventually  the  province  of  Texas  into 
a member  of  the  American  Union.  The 
population  increased  from  3,500  in  1821  to 
about  20,000  in  1830. 

EFFECT  OF  THE  NEW  IMMKJKA'ITON  0.\  THE 
GOVE  KN.M  ENT. 

By  this  time  it  began  to  become  apparent 
that  the  old  regime  of  government  to  which 
the  Spaniards  and  Mexicans  were  accustomed, 
was  obsolete,  or  ‘‘behind  the  times.”  The 
new  people  in  Texas  were  of  broader  gauge 
than  the  “old  fogies”  could  imagine,  and 


would  not  brook  the  everlisting  series  of 
revolutions  and  counter-revolutions  in  which 
the  Mexicans  delighted.  Rut  befoi'c  wu‘  pro- 
ceed with  the  causes  of  the  tinal  revolution, 
let  us  glance  at  further  details  in  reference  to 
the  c.omlition  of  the  p(‘ople  in  T(;xas  and 
Ooah  II  i la. 

Prior  to  1S24  Texas  had  im  peditical  con- 
nection with  ('oahnila.  'The  latter  was  a 
richer  and  more  populous  coiinti  ',',  ami  ttmiji- 
tations  greater  there  to  a corrupt  niler.  Op- 
pression wa.s  exercised  thereon  a much  larger 
scale  than  in  Texas.  The  commandant  gen- 
eral ruled  as  it  suited  him,  and  while  possess- 
ing even  superior  power  to  the  viceroy,  there 
wuis  no  check  wdiatever  ujion  his  authority, 
except  the  presence  of  his  legal  adviser,  the 
auditor  de  guerra,  w ho  generally  did  nothing 
more  than  approve  and  support  his  opinions. 
Great  distance  from  the  seat  of  the  general 
government  rendered  local  government  more 
independent  and  irresponsible,  and  corrupt 
rulers  an  almost  unlimiced  opportunity  to  ex- 
ploit the  interests  of  the  people.  Every 
enormity  was  practiced  that  eiimitv  or  covet- 
ousness suggested.  Under  a le^s  oppi'essive 
government  the  ])rovince  of  Coahuila,  wdth 
its  fertile  soil,  its  genial  climate  and  exhilar- 
ating  atmosphere,  ivould  have  been  all  that 
man  could  desire;  but  the  incubus  of  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  monopoly  pressed 
heavily  on  the  land.  The  prince  merchants 
smothered  development.  Xo  factories  or 
invention  stimulated  industry.  Urimitive 
and  crude  methods  continued  their  old  and 
monotonous  w'ay  along  with  tio  hope  of  change. 
Wine  and  brandy  were  about  the  only  ex- 
ports. But  the  inliabitants  of  Coahuila  w‘ere 
almost  exclusively  pastoral  atid  agricultural. 
Here  were  to  be  found  simplicity  ami  insensi- 
bility to  intrigue,  untiring  industry  and  pa- 
tience under  sevei-e  labor,  the  endurance  of 
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privations  witliout  inuriniir,  and  a deep-rooted 
love  of  liberty.  l)Otli  tlie  social  and  })olitieal 
morals  of  this  rural  po[)idati<)n  were  of  a 
hielier  standard  than  those  of  the  inlial)itants 
of  the  mannfactnrinir  and  ininino  distidcts  of 
New  Spain. 

We  need  mjt  follow  hei'e  the  political 
foi’tutu^s  ol’  (.Jualmila,  which  were  nn’m^io  tant 
compared  with  thoseof  Texas. 

IIIK  l,\i:o|£  SV'TKM. 

NVhile  the  jealous  feai-s  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment that  its  liberal  policy  had  overshot 
the  mark  became  more  and  more  confirmed, 
certain  legislative  acts,  which  it  was  expected 
wonld  be  corrective  of  past  mistakes  and  pre- 
ventive of  foreshadowed  trouble,  irritated  the 
settlers.  The  slas’e  laws  of  1827  and  the 
prohibitory  one  of  J82d  respecting  foiadgn 
merchants,  caiis(*d  great  olfense.  J*y  decree 
of  September  15,  1827,  the  constituent  con- 
gress manifested  its  intention  to  acapiire  the 
gradual  emancipation  of  slaves  already  in- 
troduced. Town  councils  were  ordered  to 
keep  a list  of  all  slaves  in  their  respective 
municipalities,  designating  name,  age,  sex, 
etc.  Slaves  whose  owners  had  no  apparent 
heirs  were  to  become  free  immediately  on  the 
decease  of  their  masters;  and  on  each  change  i 
of  ownership,  even  in  the  case  of  heirs  im- 
mediately succeeding,  one- tenth  of  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  inheriteJ  was  to  be  manumitted,  I 
the  individuals  being  determined  by  lot.  J>y 
another  decree  it  was  [)rovided  that  any  slave 
who  wished  to  change  his  master  could  do 
so,  ]»rovided  the  new  owner  indemnified  the  j 
former  one  bar  the  c(jst  of  the  slave  accordino-  j 
to  the  bili  of  sale. 

Although  the  colonisfs  kept  themselves 
aloof  and  were  indifferent  to  Mexican  lecris- 

O 

lation  so  long  as  their  own  immediate  inter- 
ests were  not  attaedeed,  their  anorer  rose  when 


a diiect  blow  was  struck  at  their  prosperity. 
Without  slave-labor  the  colonization  of  d’exas 
would  have  b(H*n  la^tarde'l  many  years,  as 
nearly  all  the  colonies  were  established  by 
men  of  means  from  tin*  old  South,  and  knew 
no  other  way  of  managing  business  than  by 
slave  labor.  The  immigrants  would  have 
been  limited  exclusively  to  the  class  of  lalxn'- 
ing  farmers  who,  by  theii-  own  haiuls,  would 
have  reclaimed  some  small  portions  only  of 
uncultivated  - wastes.  No  capitalist  of  that 
day,  going  to  Texas,  would  have  engaged  in 
a venture  which  wotdd  laaluce  him  and  his 
family  to  the  condition  of  laborers.  But  the 
labor  .system  of  Mexico,  lotig  established,  was 
not  affected  by  this  legislation  in  regard  to 
African  slaves.  It  was  indeed  far  less  ex- 
pensive than  that  of  African  slavery.  The 
peon,  or  iVIexican  laborer,  was  in  perpetual 
servitude,  practically,  although  he  did  not 
bear  the  name  of  slave,  lie  bound  himself 
to  his  master  by  a written  contract  on  entei'- 
iug  his  service,  and  immediately  became  his 
debtor  for  money  advanced,  sometimes  to  the 
amount  of  a year's  wages.  The  law  did  not 
permit  an  advance  of  more  money  than  that. 
Barely  did  the  account  with  his  employer 
show  a balance  in  his  favor.  If  he  gave 
i offense,  committed  a fault  or  failed  in  the 
fullillmenf  of  his  duties,  confinement,  shackles 
or  the  lash  could  be  meted  out  to  him;  and 
I should  he  desert  his  itjaster's  service  he  could 
be  reclaimed  through  the  alcalde,  who  had 
authority  to  compel  him  to  return  and  punish 
him;  in  short,  he  was  never  out  of  debt,  and 
tberefoi'e  ever  a bondman,  with  but  little 
more  liberty  than  a slave.  Ilis  wages  varied 
from  one  to  three  reales  pei-  day,  providing 
for  himself;  and  as  his  working  da^s  were 
i-educed  by  the  numei-oiis  church  holidays 
observed  in  Mexico  to  about  200,  the  average 
cost  of  a peon  was  about  85<1  a year. 
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Under  llli^  system  it  was  nut  (.lillieiilt  for 
tlie  Ancrlo- Americans  to  evade  the  law  pro- 
liil)iting  the  fnrtlier  importation  <d'  slaves; 
anil  under  the  a[)pellation  of  indentured  ser- 
vants they  continued  to  introduce  them  into 
Texas.  The  negroes  were  apprenticed  tor  a 
term  of  idnety-nine  years.  ArgmiKnits  werii 
hroiight  to  hear  upon  the  .Mexiean  gmerii 
ment,  indneing  it  to  make  an  exception  in 
fax’or  of  Texas,  under  the  law  providing  lor 
the  immediate  mannmi.-sion  ol  .■'la\es. 

KKUOIOL'S  A.\0  1‘Ol.l  lICAt.  INTO|,i:it\.N(  K. 

In  legislation,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
there  was  aenrions  mixture  of  wi.se  measures 
witli  unwise,  the  latter  growing  out  of  the 
old  prejudices,  and  but  a dim  foresight  of 
modern  requirements.  The  restrictions  on 
the  sovereignty  of  the  jieople  laid  down  in 
the  constitution,  the  intolerance  of  any  re- 
ligion but  the  Roman  Catholic,  and  the  ex- 
cessive powei-  vested  in  the  chief  of  the  de- 
partment of  Te.xas,  were  incompatible  with 
free  republican  institutions.  In  strong  con- 
trast with  the  liberality  manifested  in  the 
State  colonization  law  was  the  persecution  to 
which  resident  Spaniards  were  subjected.  By 
a law,  passed  June  23,  1827,  they  were  ex- 
cluded from  all  civil  and  ecclesiastical  officer 
until  Spain  should  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  Mexico;  and,  in  Novemberof  the 
same  year,  all  Spaniards,  except  those  domi- 
ciled in  the  State  thirty  years,  were  banished; 
travelers  of  that  nationality  could  not  remain 
more  than  three  days  in  any  town,  except  in 
case  of  sickness  or  other  recognized  impedi- 
ment; tliose  who  remained  were  required  to 
present  themselves  monthly  to  the  local  au- 
thorities, and  were  forbidden  to  carry  arms^ 
except  those  customarily  worn  for  j)ersonal 
defense;  and  a strict  surveillance  was  kept 


over  their  conduct.  During  the  invasion  of 
Spanish  forces  in  1^23,  Coahiiila  and  dexas 
displayed  its  patriotism  by  exacting  a heavy 
forced  loan  from  the  re-ideiit  Spaniard.-,  while 
the  ])roperty  still  ivmaining  in  the  State  ot 
those  who  had  tied  to  other  countries  was 
contiscated.  Dnman'icd  Spaniards  and  wid- 
owers vvithont  children  were  called  upon  lor 
one-third  of  their  capital;  those  who  were 
married  and  without  children,  and  widower- 
with  oidy  one  child.  For  one-liftli;  and  tho-e 
of  both  classes  with  more  than  one  child,  for 
one  eighth. 

KinCATlO.N 

in  Coahuila  and  Texas  was  at  an  extremely 
low  ebb.  Oidv  in  the  town  of  Saltillo  was 
there  a fixed  appropriation  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a common  schoolmaster,  and  that 
was  a scanty  one.  The  education  of  the  chil- 
dren of  servants  to  write  was  prevcTiti'  1,  on 
the  fear  that  on  growing  up  they  would  want 
higher  po-ition  than  that  of  servitude.  In 
1820,  the  Congress  endeavored  to  reim  dy 
this  evil  bvenaetincr  a law  to  establish  schools 

O 

of  mutual  instruction  on  the  Lancasterian 
system,  but  the  law  did  not  establish  the 
schools.  In  these  schools  were  to  be  taught 
reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  the  dogmas  of 
the  Catholic  religion  and  Ackerman’s  cat- 
echisms  of  arts  and  sciences,  the  teachers’ 
salary  being  fixed  at  8800  a year.  The  next 
year  another  law  was  adopte  1,  to  i-ifablish 
primary  schools  on  a similar  plan,  with  a sim- 
ilar result.  The  people  wei-e  indifferent  to 
educational  progre-s.  Among  the  settlements 
of  Austin’s  colony  a few  private  schools  were 
established,  and,  in  1^'2'J,  the  fii'st  Protestant 
Sunday-school  in  Texas  was  openeil,  at  San 
Felipe  de  Austin,  by  T.  J.  Pdgrim,  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  It  was  soon  interrupted, 
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liowevei',  wIkmi  Fears  were  cxeited  by  a litiga- 
tion that  the  pnl)iie  wuiikl  rc'cooni^cc  it  as  a 
violation  of  the  e,(.»lonizati(jn  law, 

KI'.I  ioloM. 

fii  reoaial  to  religion,  the  'I'exas  colonists 
at  this  early  date  had  neither  the  oppoi'tnnity 
nor  itudination  to  practice  it.  A ti-aveler 
thei'C  in  ISdl  .says:  “The  people  nf  this 

eonntrv  seem  to  have  Foimotten  that  there  is 
such  a commandment  as  ‘ liememlx-i-  the  Sab- 
iiath  day  to  keep  it  holy.’  This  day  is  gen- 
erally spent  in  visiting,  driving  stock  and 
l)reakinor  mustangs.”  Ilaviim  furnished  the 

O “ ^ 

re(piired  certiticate  of  his  Catholic  faith,  the 
Anglo-American  eased  his  conseicmce  by  re- 
fraining from  any  practical  expression  of  it. 

In  other  respects  than  these  already  men- 
tioned, as  cansino  dissatisfaction  between  the 
State  and  the  colonists,  the  goveniment 
showed  itself  otherwise  favorably  disposed  to- 
ward them.  Hitherto  they  were  left  unmo- 
lested in  the  management  of  their  internal 
alfairs.  In  1827  and  1828  parties  were  au- 
thorized to  sink  artesian  wells,  develop  coal 
mines,  navigate  the  liio  Grande  by  steam,  etc. 

THE  EINAE  KEVOLLTION. 

The  first  indication  of  the  approaching 
crisis  which  resulted  in  the  revolution  for  in- 
dependence, was  in  1826,  when  the  Anglo- 
American  element  of  the  population  began  to 
resist  oppression.  The  entering  wedge  is 
thus  very  carefully  described  in  Bancroft’s 
history. 

“Hayden  Edwards,  in  1825,  after  much 
trouble  succeeded  in  obtaining  fi'om  the  (Joa- 
huila  and  Texas  government  a contract  to 
settle  800  families  on  lands  sui'rounding 
Nacogdoches.  Keturning  to  the  (inited 


States  he  spared  no  ])ains  in  endeavoring  to 
fulfill  his  contract,  at  the  same  time  indncin"' 
his  brother.  Major  Benjamin  AV.  Edwards,  to 
go  to  Texas  and  aid  him  in  establishing  his 
colony.  Foote  says  that  the  latter  visited 
Austin  and  had  a loim  con versation  with  him 
on  the  .subject  of  'I'exas  coloni/.aMon ; that 
these  twoaorecd  tliat  ‘the  linn  establishment 

O 

in  this  favored  country  of  the  institutions  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  ami  the  redeinji 
tion  of  a region  from  foreign  rule  which 
rightfully  belonged  to  the  United  States,  and 
of  which  they  had  been  notoriously  bereaved 
by  fraudulent  negotiations,  was  dcsii'able  and 
practicable;  but  that  they  also  agreed  that  the 
colonies  would  have  yet  to  suffer  a great  deal 
Itefore  they  would  be  strong  enough  to  throw 
off  the  yoke.’  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  be- 
lieve that  Austin  expressed  any  idea  that 
fraud  had  been  practiced  on  the  United 
States. 

“ In  October,  1825,  Hayden  Edvvanls  re- 
turned to  Texas  and  took  up  his  residence  at 
Nacocrdoclies.  He  soon  discovered  that  he 

D 

had  difficulties  to  contend  with  that  had 
never  troubled  Austin.  Portions  of  the  lands 
conceded  to  him  were  already  occupied  by 
Mexican  settlers,  some  of  whom  had  been 
driven  from  their  homes  after  the  destruction 
of  Long’s  expedition,  and  had  recently  re- 
turned. Nacogdoches  had  again  about  100 
inhabitants,  and  certain  of  the  villainous  class, 
formerly  of  the  ‘neutral  grounds,’  had  taken 
up  lands.  These  latter,  without  regarding 
Edwards  with  any  particular  aversion,  w’ere 
wholly  averse  to  subordination;  while  the 
Mexicans,  jealous  of  his  authority  and  angry 
at  an  American  being  placed  over  them, 
showed  marked  symptoms  of  unfriendliness. 
There  were,  moreover,  among  them  many 
turbulent  and  bad  characters,  and  not  a few 
fugitives  from  justice.  The  result  was  that. 
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as  Edwfi'ls’  iinmi^nmts  arrived,  tli(‘  eohjny 
was  qnil'dy  divided  into  two  liostile  factions. 
I'idward  did  what  lie  eonld  to  presene  order 
and  infiitain  liis  aiitliority,  but  several  meas- 
ures aOjited  by  him  were  far  from  politic. 
The  s.-oud  article  of  his  contract  provided 
that  11  possessions  found  in  Nacogdoches 
and  i'  vicinity,  supported  by  the  correspond- 
ing ftles,  should  be  respected;  and  that  in 
ease  ■‘^iiy  of  the  ancient  jiossessors  should 
elai  1 preservati<m  of  their  rights,  it  was  the 
em  resario’s  duty  to  comply  therewith.  This 
all' rded  a wide  loop-hole  through  which  to 
thust  in  claims  to  the  most  valuable  lands, 
aid  old  title-deeds  were  diligently  searched 
f<r  or  manufactured. 

“ III  order  to  ascei-tain  the  e.xteiit  of  these 
(laims.  Edwards,  in  November,  1825,  called 
ipon  all  persons  holding  such  land  titles  to 
produce  them,  in  order  that  their  legality 
might  be  decided  upon  according  to  law.  In 
this  there  was  no  harm;  but  he  gave  further 
notice  that  the  lands  of  those  who  failed  to 
jiresent  their  titles  would  be  sold,  and  that 
claimants  whose  title  were  just  would  have 
to  pay  for  any  improvements  that  had  been 
made  on  the  lands  by  the  present  occupants. 
This  caused  indignation  to  the  J\le.\icans  and 
gave  great  olFense  to  the  authorities,  who 
could  but  regard  his  notification  in  respect  to 
the  sale  of  lands  as  an  assumption  of  power 
that  had  never  been  given  him. 

‘‘  Ey  the  si.xth  article  of  the  contract  Ed- 
wards was  authorized  to  raise  the  national 
militia  within  his  colony,  and  was  appointed 
its  chief  until  further  disposition  should  be 
made.  Accordingly  he  gave  notice  for  the 
election  of  militia  ohicers  to  take  place  on 
December  15  of  the  same  year.  At  thesame 
time  he  projiosed  thac  the  peojile  should 
vlect  an  alcalde.  With  the  election  of  this 
magistrate  the  more  serious  troubles  began. 


Eaidi  party  had  its  candidate  for  the  oflice. 
Chaplin,  Kdwards’  son-in-law,  was  put  for- 
ward by  the  .Auu'rican  colonists,  and  Samuel 
Norris,  devoted  to  Mexican  iuteia-sts,  by  their 
ojijioiients.  The  election  decided  in  favor  of 
I the  former,  who  took  ])oss/ssion  of  the 
; archives  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the 
! otiice.  Ihit  .Sepulveda,  the  out-going  alcalde, 

'•  and  his  party  disoute  1 many  of  the  votes  as 
having  been  cast  by  settlers  outside  the  limits 
^ of  Ed  wards’ grant,  thouoh  under  the  alcahle’s 
jurisdiction.  Accordingly  they  represented 
the  matter  to  Saiicedo,  the  political  chief  at 
j San  Antonio.  Already  offended  with  Ed- 
wards, by  reason  of  a report  sent  in  by  the 
j latter  giving  an  account  of  his  odicial  acts, 

■ and  which  was  not  deemed  sufficiently  re- 
spectful, Saucedo  decided  in  favor  of  Norris, 
and  instructed  Sepulveda  to  install  him  by 
force  of  arms  if  any  opposition  was  offered. 
No  resistance  was  made,  however,  and  on  the 
e.xhibition  of  Norris’  commission  Chaplin 
' surrendered  up  the  archives  of  the  office  to 
him. 

“And  now  commenced  a system  of  petty 
tyranny  and  invidious  distinctions  which  ex- 
asperated the  colonists.  Americans,  who 
i had  wrought  improvements  on  their  lands, 
were  ousted  from  them  to  give  place  to  Ale.xi- 
cans,  the  favorites  of  Sepulveda  and  the 
alcalde.  A band  of  ‘ regulators ’ was  formed, 

I under  the  command  of  James  Gaines,  the 
I brother-in-law  of  Nonas;  and,  backed  by 
these  ruffians  and  the  otHcial  support  of 
iSaucedo,  the  Mexican  party  domineered  as 
they  liked.  Moreover,  accusations  against 
Edwards  were  made  to  the  political  chief, 
who  did  not  conceal  his  hostility  to  the  eny- 
^ presario.’’ 

I Hayden  Edwards  and  his  brother  continued 
their  endeavors  to  save  their  fortunes  and 
people,  but  the  Cherokee  Indians,  who  had 
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become  tlu-ir  allies.  iilj.iMdmied  them,  the 
Mexican  government  grew  more  violent,  and 
even  Austin  opposed  any  elfort  at  revolution 
at  that  time,  and  the  Edwardses  in  a few 
weeks  altooetlier  failed. 

Austin’s  colony  continued  to  ])fosper. 
Austin  himself,  niakino-  himself  a favorite  of 
the  government,  was  even  promoted  in  his 
political  [)Owers.  Other  colonies  also  pros- 
pered to  some  extent.  After  the  annulm.ent 
of  Edwards’  contract,  his  territory  was  di- 
vided between  David  G.  Burnett  and  Joseph 
Vehlein,  and  immigrants  continued  to  How 
into  that  portion  of  Texas.  Dewitt,  although 
his  first  settlers  were  temporarily  driven  oft' 
by  Indians,  had  laid  out  the  town  of  Gonzat- 
lez  in  1825,  naming  it  after  llafael  Gonzalez, 
a temporary  governor  of  the  State,  and  dur- 
ing 1827-’28  he  succeeded  in  introducing 
considerable  numbers  of  coloni.sts.  In  De 
Leon’s  grant  the  town  of  Victoria  was 
founded,  and  La  Bahia  del  Espiritu  Santo 
had  developed  into  a town  of  such  apprecia- 
ble dimensions  that  in  182J  it  was  raised  to 
the  rank  of  a villa,  and  the  hiorh-soundinir 
title  of  Goliad  given  to  it.  Eilisola,  in  an 
endeavor  to  wrench  an  anagrrain  out  of  Hi- 
dalgo’s  name,  spelled  the  name  Golhiad.  On 

the  Brazos  a ftourishincr  settlement  called 

o 

Brazoria  had  also  sprung  up. 

However,  the  experience  which  the  IMexi- 
can  government  had  with  the  Eredonians 
(Edwards’  culonist.s)  caufed  them  to  be  more 
watchful  of  the  movements  of  American  im-  j 
migrants.  Under  the  liberal  and  non-avr-  | 

O O 1 

gressive  policy  of  Guerrero  the  colonists 
were  left  pretty  much  to  themselves,  and  he 
even  aided  them  in  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
But  when  he  was  overthi'own,  in  Decembt'r. 
182U,  and  Bustamante  seized  the  helm  of 
government,  the  sleeping  tiger  of  l\re\ican 
suspicion  atul  belligerency  arose  amd  showed  | 


bis  teeth.  And  at  tins  time  it  reqiired  but 
little  foresight  to  see  that  the  i creasing 
American  element  within  the  donain  of 
Texas  would  ere  long  attempt  to  ‘-dip  tin* 
leash;”  for  even  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  more  especially  ae  ex- 
jucssions  of  many  leading  menwitlm.the 
Union,  were  indicative  of  a general  neve  on 
our  part  to  take  a hand  in  the  separat>n  of 
Texas  from  Mexico;  but  before  the  final  l orm 
a preliminary  gust  made  its  appearaiiv  in 
the  form  of  Texan  independence  as  a soer 
eign  republic.  As  Bancroft  says:  ■ 

“It  was  therefore  natural  that  Mexco 
should  entertain  fears  as  to  the  future  obeli- 
ence  of  the  Texan  colonists,  and  it  was  equaiy 
natural  that  the  latter  would  not  tamely  su>- 
mit  to  the  imposition  of  fetters  similar  b 
those  which'  the  fathers  of  most  of  them  ha< 
helped  to  break.  Yet  in  its  shortsightednest 
the  government,  under  the  despotic  adminis- 
tration of  Bustamante,  thought  to  obviate  a 
probable  but  not  unav'oidable  contingency  by 
adopting  the  very  measures  which  were  most 
calculated  to  provoke  a spirit  of  antagonism.” 
Lucas  Alaman,  the  minister  of  relations 
under  the  new  governme?it,  has  the  credit 
(discredit)  of  inspiring  the  Mexican  legisla- 
ture to  make  the  fatal  mistake  of  attempting 
to  curb  the  designs  of  the  United  States  by 
the  exercise  of  ojipressive  measures  against 
the  Texan  colonists.  On  February  8,  1830, 
he  laid  a ineTiiorial  befoi-e  Congress,  in  which 
with  just  I'cason  he  calls  attention  to  the 
danger  that  Texas  was  exposed  to  of  being 
absorbed  by  the  northern  republic,  and  to 
the  carelessness  which  the  govenmient  of  the 
State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas  had  shown  in  its 
neglect  to  >ee  that  the  colonization  laws  were 
j)ropei'ly  carried  out.  He  said  that  the  orders 
jtroviding  that  no  more  than  the  number  of 
families  designated  in  a contract  should  settle 
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on  tlie  co‘-®poiiding  grant,  and  fliat  coloniof' 
nnar  tlie  onndary  line  should  be  composed 
of  settle’'  oot  natives,  of  the  United  Stat(>s, 
had  bee  'vithont  effect;  and  he  exjiatiated 
on  the  <‘t  that  a large  number  of  intruders 
had  talii  })OSSes>ion  of  lands,  especially  near 
the  frc/ber,  without  any  pretension  of  satis 
I'yino-  /e  formalities  of  the  coloni/.at imi  law,-. 
'I'o  pi'Orve  d'exas  to  ^fexico,  he  iiisisltnl  that  I 
the  A.'xican  population  in  Texas  should  1)C 
incrcsed  by  making  that  counti'y  a penal 
settl'iient,  the  criminals  transported  thither 
to  b employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil; 
tha  foreion  cdonists  differino'  from  Ameid- 
cai  interests,  habits  and  language  should  be 
intoduced;  that  a coastiim  tiaide  be  estab- 
listed  between  Texa>  and  other  parts  of  the  | 
roublic.  wdiich  w’oiild  tend  to  nationalize  the 
dpartment;  that  the  colonization  law  of 
. iigust,  1824,  be  susjtended  as  far  as  con- 
erns  Texas,  and  the  settlement  of  that  de- 
tartment  be  placed  under  the  direction  of 
he  general  government;  and  that  a commis- 
sioner be  appointed  to  examine  and  i-eport 
upon  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Texan 
colonies,  etc. 

The  congress  sympatliized  with  Alaman’s 
views  so  far  as  to  prohibit  the  citizens  of 
nations  bordering  on  Mexico  from  coloniziim- 
any  of  her  States  or  territories  itmiieiliately 
adjacent  to  them;  to  suspend  forthwith  all 
colonization  contracts  not  yet  fulfilled,  and 
such  as  were  in  conflict  with  this  law;  to 
allow  no  foreigner,  under  any  pretext  what- 
ever, to  enter  the  northern  frontier  unless 
provided  with  a [>assport  from  the  Mexicati 
consular  agent  at  the  place  of  his  previous  j 
I'esidence;  and  to  make  no  further  change 
with  reference  to  slave  laws. 

Along  with  the  immediate  execution  of 
this  law',  passed  w'ith  the  special  and  excln- 
tivf  ubjeet  of  juvventitig  the  further  immi- 


gration of  people  from  the  United  States, 
was  the  annulment  of  the  exemj>tion  of  the 
United  States  settlers  already  in  T(“xas  from 
taxes,  which  had  been  piamiised  for  the  first 
six  years  of  tluur  residence  there.  Hut  it 
I must  be  cmih'ssed  that  Miiumrlino  had  been 

r>JT' 

])iacticed  to  S(.uue  extent  by  some  of  the 
cohmi.-'ts  under  that  pia(\i^imi  foi’  t'Xemption. 
Also,  aloim  with  the  execution  of  this  odious 
law'  the  goV(M-nmetit  sent  a large  military 
force  into  Texas,  \inder  the  command  of 
Manuel  Mier  y Tei'an,  commandant  general 
of  the  eastern  provinces,  and  he  was  also 
authorized  to  establish  inland  and  maritime 
custom-houses.  A nrilitary  despotism  was 
natr.rally  inaugurated  at  an  early'  period. 
The  only  colonies  recognized  were  those  of 
.Vustin,  Dew’itt  and  Martin  de  J.eon;  all 
other  concessions  w’ere  suspended  until  their 
contracts  could  be  exatuined  and  their  fulflll- 
meiit  veriflcd.  Titles  were  denied  to  a great 
number  of  settlers  already  domiciled,  and  in- 
coming immigrants  from  the  United  States 
were  ordered  to  quit  the  country  immediately 
upon  their  arrival.  A number  of  military 
posts  were  established,  manned  by  convicts 
and  other  ba<l  characters.  A series  of  out- 
rages was  directly  begun.  Militai-y  juris- 
j diction  was  substituted  for  that  of  the  local 
authorities  in  many  places;  settlers  w’ere  dis- 
possessed of  their  lands  and  property,  many 
of  them  were  imprisoned,  and  no  redress 
could  be  obtained  for  thefts  and  robberies 
committed  by  the  troops. 

During  the  year  1881  the  local  authorities 
and  also  the  frequently  changing  administra- 
tion were  at  odds  with  each  other,  one  party 
almost  constantly  collid ing  with  another,  and 
these  in  so  rajiid  succes.'^ion  that  the  true 
interests  of  the  masses  w'cre  lost  sight  of. 
Outrages  increased  as  the  military  oflicers 
were  iingci'i'd  by  resistancii  or  lack  of  respect, 
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until  even  the  settlers  in  the  Austin  eolony 
began  to  arise  in  anus.  A spirit  of  rehellioii 
began  to  spread  like  a prairie  tire  lief'ore  a 
wind. 

One  John  Austin,  nota  relative  of '‘^te[ihen 
F.,  was  an  alcalde  at  llrazoria  and  a brave  and 
influential  citizen.  On  June  10,  1832,  lie 
joiiu'd  the  insurgents,  and  with  about  a linn- 
dred  men  demanded  the  release  of  ceitain 
jirisoners  at  Anahuac,  was  refused,  ami  some 
sliots  wei'e  tii-ed.  Uradburn,  the  Mexican  ofii 
cer,  agreed  to  release  the  men  if  Austin  with 
his  force  would  retire  six  miles  away.  Austin 
did  this,  but  Eradburn  Itroke  faith,  0[iened 
fire  upon  the  insurgents  remaining  in  Ana- 
huac and  drove  them  from  tlie  place. 

In  January,  this  year  (1832),  Santa  Anna 
at  Vera  Cruz  pronounced  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Bustamante,  and  the  usual  war 
followed,  a la  Mexican.  The  colonists,  beino 
enraged  lyy  the  latter's  administration,  a 
number  of  them  met  at  Turtle  bayou  and  drew 
up  a list  of  their  grievances,  June  13,  and 
passed  resolutions  adopting  Santa  Anna’s 
plan  and  pledged  their  support  to  the  consti- 
tution and  the  leaders  who  were  thei;  fighting 
in  defense  of  civil  liberty. 

The  first  skirmish,  J line  13,  1832,  resulted 
in  the  insurgents  taking  the  foil  at  A'elasco 
from  the  brave  Ugartechea.  Meanwhile,  John 
Austin’s  men  around  Anahuac  successfully 
cut  off  supplies  and  communication.  I’ied- 
I'as,  commanding  at  Nacogdoches,  hastened  \ 
hitherward  to  aid  the  Mexicans,  but  before 
anaving  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  insurgents, 
and  was  coverted  to  their  cause.  By  hi>  as- 
sistance Travis  and  other  prisoners  were  re- 
leased. Biedras  appointed  another  man  to  j 
suecet'd  Bradburn  at  .\nahuae  and  started  1 ciek 
to  N acogdoidies ; but  as  soon  as  he  tunie.l 
his  back  the  garrison  at  .Vnahuac  mutinied 
in  favor  of  Santa  Aim  i.  Bradburn  w.i ' per- 


suaded by  some  of  the  otiicers  tr-c-assiime 
command,  hut  he  immediatel v four  so  many 
of  the  men  committed  to  Santa  Am  that  he 
rpiit  in  disgust  and  went  to  New  ()aans,  ac- 
companied by  only  one  man,  as  guide  On  his 
jouniey  he  escaped  molestation  by  sa\ig  that 
he  was  going  to  the  United  States  > seek 
for  aid  in  driving  the  Mexicans  out  od'exas. 

Considering  Santa  Anna’s  future  ca  n-,  it 
is  interesting  to  notice  the  praise  givei  that 
treacherous  Mexican  liy  S.  F.  Austin  ; thi> 
time.  Said  he,  in  an  address  delivered  o the 
day  of  jubilee,  July  25,  1832: 

'■^FelUno  Citizens,  and  Soldiers  of  the  S.n- 
ta  Anna  Volunteer  C om panij : I have  not  he 
words  duly  to  express  my  grateful  feeliirs 
and  unfeigned  thanks  for  the  kind  welcoce 
with  which  you  have  honored  my  return  to  tl  s 
colony.  In  all  my  acts,  as  far  as  they  hav 
lieen  connected  with  the  advancement  of  Texa,- 
1 have  been  governed  by  the  most  sincere  de 
sire  to  promote  its  proip.n-ity  and  the  perman- 
ent happiness  of  its  citizens.  My  leading  motto 
has  been  and  is.  Fidelity  to  the  constitution 
of  our  adopted  country.  The  same  has  been 
and  is  the  governing  principle  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  colony.  I thank  my  fellow  citi- 
zens for  their  approbation ; it  is  the  highest 
rewai'd  that  cm  be  offered  to  me  for  my 
humble  services  as  their  public  agent. 

‘T  accord  with  you  in  the  opinion  that  the 
present  is  an  important  epoch  in  the  political 
march  of  our  adopted  and  beloved  country. 
With  institutions  founded  on  the  broad  basis 
of  representative  democracy,  the  general 
govern  meat  of  ^Mexico  has,  for  tlie  last  two 
years,  been  administered,  in  many  particulars, 
on  principle.'  which  more  jtroperly  belong  to 
a military  despotism  than  to  a free  republic. 
A great  and  glorious  regeneration  is  taking 
place;  the  fi-ee  democracy  of  the  nation,  the 
people,  have  as.'Crted  their  rights  under  the 
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biiniuM-  of  that  distinnni^lic  1 patriot  and 
leader  , (n-  iieral  Antoido  Lnpoz  de  Santa 
i\nna.  Tlie  ranee  of  raanstitiitinnal  ilenni- 
rratic  lihertv  i>  almut  to  triunijili  thronrluiut 
ihr  w'lnde  Ilf  this  vast  n“pnhlir. 

" Horne  down,  in  this  remote  section  of  the 
mition.  liy  military  oppression,  ami  hy  the 
most  shtimefnl  viidations  of  the  riirht^of  the 
Statt'  of  ('oahuila  ai\d  Texas,  yon  htdimcd 
th;it  tdl  the  ^inirantees  of  the  eon-titiiti(  n 
and.  laws  were  disrtmarded  and  tr;imj)led  upon. 
I’iitienee  it>elf  was  exhansteil.  and  yon  h.ad 
reeonrse  to  arms,  thus  t‘>ponsing  tinit  canse 
of  the  eonstit  ntion  and  of  the  p 'ople  which 
is  so  bravely  ailvocated  by  (Jeneral  Santa 
Anna.  In  doino  this,  yon  have  not  tor  one 
moment  lost  si^ht  of  yonr  duty  as  Mexiean 
citizens,  Init  have  defended  the  true  dioidty 
of  tlie  national  flaa,  which  had  been  insulted 
by  the  violators  of  the  constitution.  In  the 
course  yon  have  taken  you  will  be  sustained 
by  Colonel  Mejia,  who  has  come  to  Texas 
with  fleet  and  forces  under  the  order  of  (xen- 
eral  Santa  Anna,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
nation  and  of  the  State;  and  you  will  receive 
the  support  and  approbation  of  General  Santa 
Anna  himself,  of  General  Montezuma  and 
of  all  lilieral  and  enlicrhtened  Mexicans.  In 

O 

such  a cause  you  have  nothing  to  fear.  It  is 
(’list,  and  1 will  give  it  my  hearty  co-operatiun 
so  far  as  my  feeble  services  can  avail.” 

In  the  Southern  United  States  the  opinion 
began  to  prevail  that  the  colonists  in  Texas 
were  attempting  to  se[)arate  from  ^hcxico 
and  annex  themselves  to  the  Union.  ( )n  this 
account.  Montezuma,  commanding  at  Tam- 
pico, and  having  declared  in  favor  of  Santa 
Anna,  sent  a force  into  Texas  to  reduce  the 
insurgents.  Ilis  colonel,  ]\Iejia,  on  entering 
Texas,  fii'st  had  an  amicable  conference  with 
the  leader  of  the  llustamante  party,  so  as  to 
prevent  interruption,  and  proceeded  to  the 


mouth  of  the  Hrazos,  taking  with  him  Stephen 
i'\  Austin,  who  was  on  his  |•(‘tm■n  irom  the 
State  legislature.  Coii^ultiug  .fohn  .Aimtin, 
tlie  latter  professed  perfi'ct  lo\;dl_\  and  said 
that  the  in>urgents  had  no  iuteutioii  to  sepa 
rate  from  Me.xico;  the\'  weit-  only  rebelling 
ai.i'ainst  cei't»iu  tyranidcal  a<’ts  of  some  of  the 
oliicers.  Mejiii  wtmt  on  to  (i.al\e>ton,  wiiere 
he  was  siiniliii-ly  reeei\'ed,  ,aud  he  |•l'turned  to 
Tampico.  lie  actually  advocati-d  the  causi* 
of  the  insurmmts,  and  tlu'  >eeil  he  had  sown 
in  Texas,  in  sO  doing,  bore  rapidly.  Piedras, 
at  N aciigdoches,  being  opposed  to  ,Sant:i 
Anna,  was  ousted  b\’  the  Mexic:iU'.  l!y  the 
end  of  Amnist  not  a .Mexican  soldier  remained 
in  the  Texan  colonies,  the  victory  over  the 
Hradlmrn  jiarty  was  so  complete.  A troop 
of  about  seventy  men  was  stationed  at  San 
Antonio,  scarcely  a sufficient  number  to  keep 
the  Indians  in  check  in  that  vicinity.  Peace 
was  restored.  This  victory  of  the  Texan 
colonists  would  have  been  far  more  costly,  if 
not  indeed  impossible  of  attainment,  hail 
there  been  no  revolution  going  on  beyond  the 
Rio  Grande. 

SKl’Alt.VrrON  OF  TEXAS  FROM  CO.XHUILA. 

On  the  formation  of  these  two  districts 
into  one  State,  there  was  a proviso  in  the  de- 
cree tliat  when  Texas  possessed  the  necessary 
elements  for  a separate  State,  notice  should 
be  given  Congress  for  its  resolution  on  the 
matter.  The  Texans  now  (^1832-  3Pj  began 
to  consider  that  the  time  for  the  separation 
had  come,  for  their  rapidly  growing  interests 
were  not  sulhciently  recognized  by  the  gen- 
eral government.  Their  repi'escntation  in 
Congi'ess  was  proportionally  in  the  minority, 
and  they  were  neglected  in  the  more  eager 
etl’orts  to  conserve  the  interests  of  Coahnila. 
The  gcogra[)hical  position  of  the  latter  ex- 
cluded it  from  maritime  trade,  and  its  com- 
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merce  was  altui'ul!u!r  iutcnuil,  while  Texas 
possessed  great  natural  advantages  for  the 
development  of  an  extensive  eomnu'rcial  busi- 
ness with  foreign  eountihes.  Alst),  in  climate 
and  industrial  ])ui-suits.  tiu-  (mntrast  was 
equally  marked,  and  the  [troduetions  were 
dissimilar.  Pastoral  and  minini^  oecupaticjns 
prevailed  in  blnahuila,  while  d'exas  was  essen- 
tially an  agrieultural  country,  and  cotton, 
suaar  and  the  cereals  were  cultivated  with 

D 

most  tlattering  prospects.  Texas  also  labored 
under  the  disad vantage  of  beinu;  much  more 
remote  fi'mii  the  liigher  courts,  wliich  gave 

O 7 O 

the  wealthier  classes  an  undue  advantace  in 
litigation;  and  even  in  criminal  cases  justice 
was  not  so  prompt  or  exact. 

Directly  after  the  Me.xican  troops  were  all 
withdrawn  from  Texas  in  1832,  the  colonists 
began  to  take  measures  to  address  the  na- 
tional  government  on  the  subject  of  their  as- 
pirations, namely,  a greater  recognition  of 
their  material  interests  and  of  more  local 
government.  In  October  of  this  year  a pre- 
liminary convention  of  delegates  from  differ- 
ent municipalities  was  held  at  San  Felipe, 
and  some  discussion  took  place  concerning 
the  formation  of  a State  constitution;  but  as 
sufficient  notice  had  not  been  given  and  the 
attendance  was  slim,  the  convention  adjourned 
without  taking  action.  Their  discussion, 
however,  brought  the  matter  seriously  before 
the  public,  and  wlien  the  second  convention 
assembled,  April  1,  1833,  it  was  prepai'ed  to 
accomplish  the  work  assigned  to  it.  At 
this  convention  were  Stephen  F.  Austin, 
Branch  T.  Archer,  David  (4.  Burnett,  Sam 
Houston,.!.  B.  IMillerand  William  11.  Whar- 
ton, the  last  mentioned  l)eing  the  president 
of  that  body.  A committee  was  appointed 
to  draft  a form  of  State  constitution,  and  an- 
other committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
memorial  petitioning  the  general  guvenimeut 


to  grant  a sejtaration  of  Texa.-^  from  Cuahuila. 
Sam  Houston  was  ajipointed  chairman  of  the 
first,  and  David  (1.  liunu'tt  of  the  second. 

Tlie  constitution  di’afted  was  thoroughl\ 
republican  in  form,  modided  on  that  of  the 
United  States.  After  much  discussion  it 
was  concluded  that  lianking  should  not  be 
provided  for  by  that  constitution,  and  that 
the  document  should  maintain  aiasolute  si- 
lence with  reference  to  religion.--  libei  ty,  such 
was  tlie  blighting  power  of  Catholic  influ- 
ence. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  convey 
tlie  petition  for  separation  to  the  city  of 
Me.xico  were  Stephen  F.  Auj-tin,  ’William  H. 
Wharton  and  J.  B.  Miller;  I)ut  Austin  was 
tile  only  member  who  actually  went  there; 
and  on  arrival  he  found  that  city  the  scene 
of  virulent  party  faction  and  political  confu- 
sion. Affairs  in  Mexico  had  been  underoo- 
ing  tlie  customary  vicissitudes  and  revul- 
sions. Ao  more  stability  of  princi|)le  was 
oliservable  in  Santa  Anna  than  in  Busta- 
mante. Both  used  the  constitution  of  1824 
to  push  themselves  into  power,  and  then  both 
cast  it  to  the  winds.  By  the  end  of  1832 
these  two  generals,  after  much  bloodshed, 
came  to  terms,  and  agreed  to  unite  in  suji- 
port  of  the  said  constitution. 

March  30,  1833,  Santa  Anna  was  declared 
duly  elected  jiresident  of  the  Republic  of 
Mexico,  and  Gomc^:  Farias,  vice-president; 
and  from  this  time  on  Santa  Anna’s  course 
was  remarkable  for  subtle  inti  igiu'  for  selfish 
purposes.  He  never  appeared,  howe\er.  as 
the  principal  actor,  but  always  used  other 
parties  as  cat's-paw's  for  his  own  advance- 
ment. Dictatorial  power  was  his  highest 
ambition.  Farias  was  the  known  champion 
of  reform,  and  Santa  Anna  absemted  himselt 
from  the  capital  to  intrigue  with  bishops  and 
religious  orders,  leaving  his  colleague  at  the 
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iiree,  which  l\e  (Santa  Anna)  knew  would 
foment  disoonl  and  rodonnd  to  the  discomtit- 
nre  of  the  instigator  and  idtiinatcly  to  his 
own  advancement. 

In  less  than  three  weeks  after  his  inangur- 
ation  as  pi’esident,  Santa  Atiiui  sui'rendercd 
the  office  in  order  to  march  with  a military 
force  against  an  insurgent  army  near  Tlal- 
pam,  under  Duran.  The  jtetty  complications 
that  were  soon  brought  upon  the  scene  are 
too  tedious  to  relate  here,  and  it  was  during 
this  state  of  aifairs  that  Austin  visited  the 
capital,  as  mentioned  above.  The  latter  im- 
mediately laid  his  petition  before  Congress, 
but  its  attention  was  not  seriously  directed  to 
it  on  account  of  the  turbulent  matters  before 
them.  Austin  grew  restless,  and  in  October 
beoan  to  hasten  matters.  Urging  immediate 
action  before  Farias,  and  saying  that  if  some 
answer  was  not  soon  givea  the  Texans  would 
take  their  affairs  into  their  own  hands,  the 
vice-president  took  offense,  considering  that 
Austin’s  expression  was  a threat.  Austin, 
seeing  the  prospective  delay,  wrote  to  the 
city  council  of  San  Antonio,  recommending 
that  it  obtain  the  concurrence  of  all  other 
corporations  in  Texas  in  a scheme  for  separ- 
ation from  Coahuila,  with  the  hope  that,  un- 
der the  provision  of  the  general  law  of  May 
7,  1824,  a local  government  could  be  success- 
fully organized,  even  though  the  general  gov- 
ernment shoidd  refuse  ita,c,an.sent. 

The  result  of  Austin's  visit,  after  the  war 
had  been  closed,  was  a respectful  and  honest 
effort  to  improve  the  legal  facilities  of  the 
Texans, hut  it  was  believed  h}'  the  convention 
assembled  for  the  purpose  that  the  time  had 
not  yet  arrived  for  the  erection  of  Texas  into 
an  independent  State.  But  Austin,  on  his 
return  trip  to  San  Antonio,  was  arrested  at 
Saltillo,  by  order  of  Farias,  on  account  (.d  the 


letter  he  had  written  to  the  San  Antonio 
council,  and  on  :u'i'i_)unt  of  tlie  hasty  language 
used  at  the  intei'view  at  the  siinu'  time.  lie 
wa,"  sent  hack  to  Mexico,  and  was  in  prison 
eight  months,  awaiting  trial,  with  no  oppor- 
tunitv.  mucli  of  this  time,  (jf  (•<nnmunic,ating 
with  the  outside  woi’ld.  lie  was  not  iinally 
liberated  until  the  expiration  of  nineteen 
months.  Much  has  been  said  pro  et  <‘0)itra 
by  Au.'t  in's  friends  and  enemies  concerning 
his  actions  at  this  period;  but  tlu*  Texans 
! •I'enerallv  believe  him  to  have  been  sincere 
and  competent,  and  probably  as  judicious  as 
any  othei'  man  they  could  have  commissioned 
for  that  errand.  Santa  Anna  seemed  to  be  a 
friend  of  Austin  and  the  Texans,  Imt  those 
knowiiu’’  his  character  entertained  doubts  as 
to  his  sincerity. 

The  legislature  of  January,  1834,  passed 
various  measures  beneficial  to  Texas.  The 
municipalities  of  Matagorda  and  San  Augus- 
tin were  created;  Texas  was  diviiled  into 
three  depai'tments.  the  new  one  ol'  Brazos, 
with  San  Felipe  as  its  capital,  being  organ- 
ized; the  English  language  was  permitted  to 
be  used  in  public  affairs,  and  an  additional 
repi’esentaEve  at  the  State  congress  allowed; 
the  ])rivilege  of  purchasing  vacant  lands  was 
granted  to  foreigners;  laws  were  passed  for 
the  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of 
all  settlers  whatever  mioht  be  their  religion, 
and  freedom  fi’om  molestation  for  political 
and  religious  opinions  was  guaranteed  jyro- 
vided  public  trampiillity  was  not  dDf^jeflf  a*" 
supi'eme  court  for  Texas  provided  for,  and  a 
system  of  trial  by  jury. 

These  lil>eral  nunisiires  had  oreat  effect  in 
promoting  temporary  (piiet  in  Texas,  but 
I snl)se([uent  events  rendered  them  nugatorv  to 
i prevent  the  revolt  of  tlie  coloni.-ts.  The  hesi- 
’ tatiiiij  and  vacillating  action  of  government 
kc'pt  the  jieople  in  a state  of  suspense,  and 
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this  indeed  was  about  all  the  unreliable  Santa 
Anna  desired.  It  was  a fact,  however,  that 
Texas  at  that  time  had  not  the  requisite  popu- 
lation (80,000),  according  to  law,  to  justify 
its  erection  into  a sovereii^n  State;  but  their 
treatment  by  the  general  government  was 
such  as  to  make  them  restless. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  revolutionary  pe- 
riod the  colonists  wei’e  in  quite  a prosperous 
condition.  They  had  found  in  their  new 
homes  just  what  they  had  sought.  A steady 
increase  was  going  on  in  the  population; 
their  cattle  and  horses  were  multiplying; 
cotton,  corn,  sugar  and  all  that  they  tmeded 
in  the  way  of  produce  were  easily  cultivated, 
and  ill  large  quantities.  They  were  con- 
tented and  happy,  but  the  political  sky  was 
beginning  to  be  overcast  with  dark  and  por- 
tentous clouds.  Santa  Anna,  who  had  taken 
the  reins  of,  government  as  a Republican,  was 
getting  into  full  accord  with  the  aristocratic 
and  church  party,  and  was  preparing  to  over- 
throw the  E.epublic.  He  was  ambitious,  un- 
principled, cruel  and  treacherous.  He  be- 
trayed the  party  which  had  elevated  him  to 
the  liighest  position  in  Mexico.  He  still 
held  Austin  in  confinement,  who  was  igno- 
rant of  the  charges  against  him.  There 
could  be  no  justifiable  accusation  against  the 
Texan  leader.  A few  concessions  were  made 
to  Texas,  in  order  to  cajole  the  settlers.  An 
additional  delegate  was  allowed  that  State  in 
the  general  legislature. 

In  the  fall  elections  of  1834,  the  Centralist 
party,  headed  by  Santa  Anna,  was  victorious 
everywhere  except  in  Texas,  Zacatecas  and 
Coahuila.  In  revenge  for  the  action  of  Za- 
catecas, that  State  was  declared  to  be  in 
rebellion,  and  the  number  of  militia  was  re- 
duced to  only  one  in  every  500  persons,  the 
balance  being  disarmed.  Jdany  acts  of  usur- 
pation were  perpetrated  upon  the  citizens  of 


the  three  sections  which  had  not  endoi-scil 
Santa  Anna  at  the  late  election,  and  finally, 
that  genei'al,  at  the  head  of  about  5,000  men, 
started  for  Zacatecas  to  reduce  that  Republi- 
can State  to  submission.  The  governor  of 
Zacatecas,  Francisco  Garcia,  was  a Republi- 
can of  high  standing,  but  lacking  military 
experience  and  ability.  He  had  under  him 
fully  as  many  soldiers  as  Santa  Anna.  He 
evacuated  the  city  and  made  a stand  on 
Guadalupe  plains,  and  after  a bloody  battle 
he  was  disastrously  defeated,  losing  2,000 
killed  or  wounded,  and  the  rest  taken  pris- 
oners. This  was  a terrible  blow  to  the  Re- 
publican cause,  and  in  addition  Santa  Anna 
was  clothed  with  unlitnited  power.  He  soon 
used  this  power  by  dissolving  all  State  leg- 
islatures. The  people  of  Texas  were  thus 
left  without  a civil  government.  True,  the 
political  chiefs  and  alcaldes  exercised  their 
functions,  but  the  laws  were  all  of  Spanish 
oricfiu  and  distasteful  to  the  Americans.  Be- 

O 

ing  mostly  farmers,  the  Texatis  were  averse 
to  any  warlike  measures,  if  they  could  honor- 
ably be  avoided.  Some  were  for  submission 
to  Santa  tina,  but  the  slumbering  lion  in 
the  nature  of  these  hardy  border  jiien  fore- 
boded a terrible  storm  when  the  lion  should 
be  aroused  by  too  much  prodding  from  the 
keeper.  Santa  Anna,  in  the  meantime,  was 
preparing,  under  cover  of  collecting  revenue 
in  Texas,  for  the  military  occupation  of  the 
province.  He  landed  500  men  at  Lavaca 
bay,  and  forwarded  them  under  General 
[Ju'artechea  to  San  Antonio.  The  custom- 

o 

house  at  Anahuac  was  taken  in  charge  and 
enormous  dues  were  demanded.  So  excessive 
were  they  that  W.  B.  Travis  raised  a com- 
pany and  captured  Captain  Tenorio  and  the 
soldiers  at  the  custom  house.  They  wei'e 
shortly  after  released,  as  the  act  pf  Travis 
was  thought  by  his  friends  to  be  too  hasty. 
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Wlien  Tenorio  reported  these  proceedinofs 
to  his  superior  oBicer,  he  was  sent  on  a still 
more  uncalled-foi’  en-and. 

A Mexican  Ilei^nhlican,  Lorenzo  de  Zavala, 
had  taken  refime  in  Texas,  and  Santa  Anna, 
fearitKr  his  intlnence,  ordered  his  arrest;  but 
no  one  would  nndei-take  the  task.  Anotlier 
order  was  sent  from  headcjnarters  to  arrest 
IL  M.  Williamson,  W.  13.  Ti’avis,  Samuel  M. 
Williams,  Moseley  J3aker,  F.  W.  Johnson 
and  John  IJ.  iSloore,  and  a suhse(jnent  order 
included  the  names  of  J.  M.  Carravahal  and 
Juan  Zambrano.  Tlie  two  last,  beinor  Mexi- 
can  citizens,  were  carried  off;  but  the  job 
of  arresting  the  first  six  persons  was  con- 
sidered so  dancrerous  that  no  officer  had  the 

O 

temerity  to  attempt  it.  In  addition  to  these 
Mexican  outrages  on  the  Texans,  the  Indians 
were  becoming  troublesome.  Merchants  and 
traders  were  intercepted  and  killed,  and  their 
goods  carried  off.  But  these  Indian  outrages 
served  one  important  purpose;  they  gave  the 
Texans  an  excuse  for  forming  companies, 
procuring  arms  and  drilling  ostensibly  for 
operations  against  the  savages,  but  really  to 
resist  the  encroachments  of  the  despotic  Mex- 
ican government.  The  companies  were  called 
“committees  of  safety,”  and  their  business 
was  to  disseminate  information,  secure  arms, 
ammunition,  etc.  A central  committee  was 
also  formed,  wliich  met  at  San  Felipe,  and  an 
administrative  council  was  organized.  The 
council  sent  Messrs.  Barrett  and  Gritton  to 
San  Antonio  on  a mission  of  peace  to  Gen- 
eral Ugartechea,  but  nothing  was  accom- 
plished. Stephen  F.  Austin,  in  the  mean- 
time, was  returning,  when  he  was  made 
chairman  of  the  council  at  San  Felipe.  He 
expressed  regret  at  the  action  of  his  friends, 
and  stated  that  he  had  hoped  to  find  every- 
thing peaceful. 


B 

Santa  Anna  stili  jU'ofessetl  to  have  the  kind- 
est feelings  toward  the  Texans,  and  he  author- 
ized  Austin  to  tell  his  peo|)le  that  he  was 
their  friend,  and  that  he  desired  their  pro^- 
f)erity;  that  he  would  do  all  he  couid  to  pro- 
mote it,  and  that  in  the  new  constitution  he 
would  use  his  iuflueuce  to  have  conditions 
therein  to  give  Texas  a special  organization, 
suited  to  their  education  and  habits.  But 
Santa  Anna  coidd  l>e  nothing  but  treacherous, 
as  the  treatment  of  the  people  in  that  portion 
of  the  State  occupied  by  his  troops  but  ill  ac- 
cord with  his  professions  of  good  will.  Citi- 
zens were  arrested,  money  forced  from  those 
who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  despot's  min- 
ions, and  communities  strippe  1 of  their  arm-, 
the  soldiers  compelling  families  to  support 
them,  the  attempt  to  disarm  all  citizens  being 
a principal  feature  of  the  plan  of  subjugation. 
Captain  Castenado  was  sent  to  Gonzales  to 
seize  a small  cannon  which  had  been  given  to 
the  corporation  for  protection  against  Indians. 
The  citizens  were  unwilling  to  part  with  their 
gun,  and  prepared  to  resist  the  demand  of 
Castenado,  who  had  150  soldiers  to  back  him. 
A company  was  organized,  which  charged  the 
Mexicans  and  put  them  to  flight  in  disorder. 
The  news  of  this  conflict  roused  a warlike 
spirit  in  the  Texans.  A company  was  raise  i 
to  capture  the  Mexican  garrison  at  Goliad. 
Captain  George  Collingsworth  led  the  party, 
and  almost  without  firing  a gun  the  exultant 
Texans  made  prisoners  of  the  whole  force, 
about  twenty-five,  including  Colonel  Sandoval, 
besides  obtaining  300  stand  of  arms  and  mil- 
itary  stores  to  the  amount  of  $10,000.  The 
Mexican  fort  at  Lipantitlan  was  also  capjtured 
shortly  after. 

Mot  only  had  Austin  returned,  I)ut  the 
noted  Benjamin  R.  Milam  had  escaped  from 
Monterey  and  returned  and  joiuei  the  patriot 
forces.  Austin,  who  was  a born  conunauder, 
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was  put  in  itniuediate  coimuamJ  oF  the  Texan 
forces  on  his  arrival  at  Gonzales,  which  was 
on  the  11th  of  October. 

The  consultation  met  October  10,  1835, 
but  there  bein^  otily  thirtv'-one  members 
present  an  adjonrnment  was  made  until  Nov- 
ember 1.  No\  eml)er  5 a preatnble  and  set  of 
resolutions  were  adopted,  in  which  the  dec- 
laration was  made  that  altliongh  they  repu- 
diated Santa  Anna  and  his  despotic  govern- 
ment, they  yet  clung  to  tlie  Constitution  of 
Mexico  of  1824.  On  November  12  an  ordi- 
nance was  passed  for  the  creation  of  a provis- 
ional government,  with  an  executive  council, 
to  be  composed  of  one  member  from  each 
municipality.  Henry  Smith  was  made  Gov- 
ernor, and  James  W.  Kobinson  Lieutenant- 
Governor.  Sam  Houston,  who,  it  will  be 
noticed,  had  fio-iired  some  little  in  Texas  his- 
tory  since  1832,  was  selected  to  command  the 
army  to  be  raised. 

General  Cos,  with  500  soldiers,  landed  at 
Lass  Cavallo,  in  September,  1835, and  marched 
immediately  to  San  Antonio,  when  he  super- 
seded General  Ucrartechea.  Austin,  after 
reachintr  Gonzales,  and  effecting  a reorgaidza- 
tion  of  the  volunteers,  started  for  San  An- 
tonio. He  reached  the  Mission  La  Espada, 
nine  miles  below  the  city,  on  the  20th.  On 
the  27th,  after  resting  his  men,  he  detached 
the  companies  of  Fannin  and  Bowie,  ninety- 
two  men,  to  ascend  the  river  and  if  practic- 
able select  a more  suitable  camping  ground. 
Fannin  spent  that  night  in  a bend  of  the  San 
Antonio  river,  near  the  Conception  mission. 
The  point  was  well  chosen,  but  the  Mexicans 
looked  \ipon  it  as  simply  a trap  to  secure  their 
game  from,  which  was  all  they  had  to  do. 
It  was  a natural  fortification,  but  General  Cos 
thought  he  had  a sure  thino-  of  it;  so  he 
marched  out  in  the  morning  and  made  an  at- 
tack.  The  Mexicans  surrounded  their  sup- 


posed prey,  and  the  battle  began.  The  Tex 
ans  with  their  deadly  rides  plucked  off  all  the 
gunners  from  the  enemy’s  battery,  as  they 
came  within  ramre.  A charge  was  made,  or 
attempted,  three  separate  times,  but  they 
were  hurled  back  in  confusion  by  the  Texans, 
who  remained  masters  of  the  field.  Sixteen 
dead  bodies  were  found  near  the  abandoned 
cannon,  which  had  been  dischai-ged  but  ti\e 
times;  so  true  was  the  aim  of  the  riflemen 
that  the  Mexican  friinners  were  shot  before 

O 

they  could  tire,  in  most  cases.  Tins  was  the 
first  battle  of  the  Jlevolntion,  and  the  loss  of 
the  Texans  was  one  man  — Riciiard  Andrews. 
The  Mexican  loss  was  about  sixty,  as  every 
one  of  the  patriots  who  fired  fook  aim  and 
usually  brought  down  his  man.  Austin,  in 
October,  moved  up  about  half  a mile,  on  tlid 
Alamo  ditch,  near  the  old  mill,  and  next  day 
to  within  one  mile  east  of  the  city.  He  had 
nearly  1,000  men,  but  they  were  ill  provided 
with  arms  and  ammnnitioi;  of  war,  and  with- 
out cannon.  He  was  poorly  prepared  to  at- 
tack a larger  force  than  his  own  in  a strongly 
fortified  city.  He,  however,  sent  to  Gonzales 
for  the  cannon  at  that  ]dace.  Then  came  a 
number  of  skirmishes  with  the  enemy  and 
the  capture  of  300  horses  by  Howie.  The  ex- 
ecutive or  general  council,  in  view  of  the  lack 
of  funds  wherewith  to  provide  the  supplies, 
etc.,  so  much  needed  at  that  time,  sent  Messrs. 
Austin,  Archer  and  Wharton  as  Goinmission- 
ers  to  the  United  States,  in  order  to  ne- 
gotiate a loan  of  $1,000,00()  in  bonds  of 
^1,000  each,  and  the  commander-in-chief  was 
authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  5,000  vol- 
unteers an<l  1,200  regulars.  Provision  was 
also  made  for  a navy. 

BATTLE  OK  SAN  ANTONIO. 

The  army  encamped  before  San  Tlntonio 
was  under  General  Edward  Hnrleson  Many 
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ol:  the  men  had  gone  home,  although  others 
were  arriving  daily;  still,  only  about  half 
the  original  force  reinainei.  There  had 

O 

Iteen  about  1,400  men  in  the  camps  at  one 
time;  000  was  the  number  on  the  1st  of  De- 
(‘.ember,  while  Cos  had  a much  larger  force  in 
the  city,  and  was  expecting  500  more.  These 
additional  troops  arrived  in  time  to  take  part 
in  the  defense  of  the  city.  The  defenses  had 
heen  put  in  order  and  the  old  fortress  of  the 
AlattiO  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  river  had  been 
repaired  and  fortified  with  cannon.  The 
main  plaza  had  been  fortified  and  the  streets 
barricaded,  while  the  adobe  houses  in  the 
narrow  streets  afforded  shelter  for  the  Mexi- 
can soldiers.  Many  of  Burleson’s  officers,  in 
consideration  of  these  facts,  were  in  favor  of 
abandoning  the  siege.  On  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber it  was  decided  to  make  the  attack.  The 
force  was  paraded  and  a strong  address  was 
made  by  Colonel  William  II.  Jack.  A call 
was  tlien  made  volunteers,  and  450  men,  in- 
cluding the  New  Orleans  Grays,  responded, 
the  latter  under  the  command  of  Major  K.  C. 
Norris.  It  was  decided  to  make  the  attack 
next  morning,  although  many  considered  the 
project  as  a liopeless  one.  But  three  citizens 
arrived  in  camp  from  the  city  and  gave  such 
encouraging  news  that  the  next  morning 
Colonel  Milam  suggested  to  Burleson  to  make 
the  attempt  while  the  enthusiasm  was  at  its 
height.  He  agreed,  and  Milam  stepped  in 
front  of  Burleson’s  tent  and  gave  a loud  and 
ringing  huzzah.,  which,  together  with  his 
magnetism,  arouse  1 the  whole  camp.  He 
said  he  was  going  into  San  Antonio,  and 
wanted  volunteers  to  follow  him.  A ready 
response  was  made,  and  the  little  band,  form- 
ing into  two  sections  and  accompanied  by  two 
field  pieces,  entered  the  town  by  different 
directions.  . A description  of  this  famous 
battle  has  so  often  l)cen  given  that  its  details 


are  almost  like  household  words  to  all  Texans. 
The  result  was  sufficient  almost  to  place  it  in 
the  category  of  one  of  the  “decisive  battles 
of  the  w(<rld,”  for  the  result  of  a battle  is 

what  makes  it  o'reat.  Hundreds  of  Ijattles 

• c> 

have  been  fought  where  thousands  on  each 
side  have  been  slain,  and  yet  the  result  has 
been  nil.  This  siege  and  capture  of  the 
strongly  protected  city  of  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar  was  all  important  to  Texas.  It  gave 
the  Mexicans  to  understand  that  not  in  num- 
bers alone  consists  the  strength  of  an  army. 
Here  was  a force  of  undisciplined  frontiers- 
men, poorly  armed  and  equipped,  only  a few 
hundred  in  number,  attacking  a well  organ- 
ized army  of  regular  soldiers,  advancing  into 
their  very  midst  and  forcing  them  to  sur- 
render. The  difference  in  apparent  strength 
of  the  two  forces  and  the  result  would  appear 
ridiculous  were  it  not  so  serious  a matter. 
The  spectacle  of  a general  such  as  Cos  seemed 
to  be,  surrendering  to  a few  Texans,  was  a 
scene  to  be  remembered  by  those  who  took 
part  in  the  siege.  But  it  is  the  old  story  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  against  the  field.  He  is 
rarely  ever  the  under  dog  in  the  fight  at  the 
finish. 

But,  during  the  time  the  lighting  men 
were  doing  such  splendid  work,  the  poli- 
ticians were  quarreling;  nor  are  we  lacking 
in  a more  “ modern  instance  ” or  two,  on  both 
sides  of  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line.  Governor 
Smith  vetoed  some  matters  that  the  council 
had  voted,  and  the  council  promptly  deposed 
him  and  placed  Lieutenant-Governor  Robin- 
son in  the  executive  chair.  Smith  held  the 
archives  and  claimed  to  be  governor  still,  and 
there  were  consequently  two  governors  at 
once;  but  that  state  of  affairs  is  not  uncom- 
mon in  these  days.  Much  other  legislative 
matter  of  some  interest  at  the  time  was  trans- 
acted, but  it  is  not  now  of  supreme  import- 
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aiice.  The  main  historic  facts  is  what  tlie 
compiler  wishes  to  emphasize  in  these  pages. 
Several  declai-ations  of  iiulependence  were 
adopted  in  different  sections  of  the  embryo 
State,  but  an  election  was  held  for  delegates 
to  a convention  which  met  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1830,  and  on  the  second  day  a com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draft  a declaration 
of  independence,  which  was  done,  and  it  was 
unanimously  passed,  Sam  Houston  offering 
the  resol ntion  that  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee be  adopted.  Kichard  Ellis,  for  whom 
Ellis  county  was  named,  was  president  of  the 
convention.  A constitution  was  also  framed 
which  was  adopted  March  17,  and  a govern- 
ment ad  interim  inaucmrated : David  G. 

Burnett,  President;  Lorenzo  de  Zavala,  Vice- 
president,  and  Sam  Houston,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  army  in  the  field. 

Zacatecas,  and  the  district  over  which  Gov- 
ernor Garcia  still  had  nominal  sway,  the  re- 
maining portion  of  old  Mexico  wherein  the 
liepublicans  held  out  the  longest,  at  last  fell. 
Santa  Anna  having  gained  a complete  vic- 
tory over  the  forces  of  the  governor.  This 
swept  away  the  last  vestige  of  the  Republican 
]>arty  in  Mexico.  Yet  Texas  was  not  only 
holding  her  own,  bnt  gaining  strength  with 
every  day;  so  Santa  Anna  determined  to  sub- 
jugate this  State.  He  proposed  to  send  two 
columns  into  the  province.  General  Urrea  be- 
ing ordered  to  Maiamoras  to  take  one  divi- 
sion along  the  coast  to  Goliad  and  Victoria, 
while  the  president  himself,  with  the  main 
division,  would  take  the  province  by  way  of 
Presidio,  thence  to  San  Antonio  and  San  Fe- 
lipe. 

THE  AF.AMO. 

In  Jannarv,  183(1,  Santa  Anna  reached 
Saltillo,  and  Guerrero  by  the  15th  of  Eebru-  j 
ary.  From  the  latter  place  he  wrote  to  I 


Senor  Tornel,  Minister  of  War,  giving  that 
otlicial  an  outline  of  his  plans  in  reference  to 
Texas,  which  wei’e  “to  drive  from  the  prov- 
ince all  who  had  taken  part  in  the  revolu- 
tion, together  with  all  the  foreiouers  who 
lived  near  the  sea-coast,  or  the  borders  of  the 
United  States;  to  remove  far  into  the  interior 
those  who  had  not  taken  [>art  in  the  revolu- 
tion; to  vacate  all  lands  and  grants  of  lands 
owned  by  non-residents;  to  remove  from 
Texas  all  who  had  come  to  the  province  and 
were  not  entered  as  colonists  under  Mexican 
rules;  to  divide  among  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  army  the  best  lands,  provided 
they  w'ould  occupy  them;  to  permit  no 
Anolo- American  to  settle  in  Texas;  to  sell 
the  remaining  vacant  lands  at  $1  per  acre, 
allowing  those  speaking  the  French  language 
to  purchase  5,000,000  acres,  those  speaking 
English  the  same,  and  those  speaking 
Spanish  without  limit;  to  satisfy  the  claims 
of  civilized  Indians;  to  make  the  Texans 
pay  the  expense  of  the  war;  and  to  liberate 
and  to  declare  free  the  negroes  introduced 
into  the  colony.”  And  further,  to  cut  off 
from  Texas  the  hope  of  aid  from  the  United 
States,  the  Minister  of  War,  Tornel,  issued  a 
general  order  to  all  commanders  to  treat  all 
foreigners  (volunteers  from  the  United  States) 
as  outlaws,  to  show  no  quarter,  and  slay 
them  when  taken  as  prisoners, — in  short,  to 
take  no  prisoners  alive.  Colonel  Travis,  with 
145  Tiien,  who  was  in  the  vicinity  of  San  An- 
tonio, on  the  approach  of  the  invadittg  anny, 
retired  to  the  fortress  of  the  Alamo,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river. 

And  just  here  a description  of  this  famous 
fortress,  the  Alamo,  and  its  armament,  will  be 
in  j)lace;  and  although  it  has  often  been  de- 
scribed, yet  the  memories  surrounding  it, 
glorious  though  sad,  cannot  be  loipt  too  fresh 
ill  the  minds  of  all  who  love  supremo  hero- 
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ism, — tl.e  Spartan  heroism  as  shown  by 
Travis  and  his  little  hand.  ‘-The  main 
chapel  is  7Dxt)2  feet,  walls  of  solid  masonry, 
four  feet  thick  and  twenty-two  and  a half 
f(*ct  hi^h,  rootless  at  the  time  of  the  sieoe. 
It  fronts  to  the  west  toward  the  city,  one- 
half  mile  distant.  From  the  northwest  cor- 
ner a w:ill  extended  iifty  feet  to  the  convent 
building.  The  convent  was  a two-stm-y 
building,  with  a flat  roof,  180x18  feet. 
From  the  northeast  corner  of  the  chapel  a 
wall  extended  180  feet  north,  thence  102  feet 
west  to  the  convent,  inclosing  the  convent 
yard.  From  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
chapel  a strongly  built  stockade  extended  75 
feet  to  a building  called  the  prison.  The 
prison  was  one-story,  115  x 17  feet,  and 
joined  a part  of  the  south  wall  of  the  main 
Alamo  plaza,  of  which  the  convent  formed  a 
part  of  the  east  wall;  and  some  low  buildings, 
used  as  a barracks,  formed  a part  of  the  west 
wall.  The  main  plaza,  inclosed  with  walls, 
was  154x  54  yards.  The  different  enclos- 
ures occupied  between  two  and  three  acres, 
— ample  accomodations  for  1,000  men.  The 
outer  walls  were  two  and  a half  feet  thick 
and  eight  feet  high,  though  as  they  were 
planned  against  the  Indians  the  fortress  was 
destitute  of  salient  and  dominant  points  in 
case  of  a bombardment.  A ditch,  used  for 
irrigation,  passed  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
the  church;  another  touched  rhe  northwest 
angle  of  the  main  scpiare.  The  armament  j 
was  as  follows:  three  heavy  guns,  j)lanted 

upon  the  walls  of  the  church, — one  pointing 
north,  toward  the  old  mill;  one  west,  toward 
the  city;  and  one  south,  toward  the  villageof 
Lavalleta.  Two  guns  protected  the  stockade 
hetweeti  the  church  and  the  prison;  two  pro- 
tected the  prison,  and  an  eighteen-pounder 
was  planted  at  the  southwest  angle  of  the 
rnaiji  scpiare;  a twelve-pound  cannou  pro- 


tected the  center  of  the  west  wall,  and  an 
eight-pounder  was  planted  on  the  northwest 
angle;  two  guns  were  planted  on  the  north 
wall  of  the  j)laza, — in  all,  fourteen  in  posi- 
tion. Over  the  church  floated  tlie  tlaeof  the 
provisional  government  of  Texas,  the  .Mexi- 
can tri-color,  with  the  numerals  1824,  in 
place  of  the  eagle  in  tlie  white  stinpe.” 

The  siege  b('gan  on  the  28d  of  February, 
j and  so  stubbonily  did  'I'r.ivis  aiid  his  men  re- 

I ^ '' 

\ sist  the  furiou's  onsliiiitrhts  of  the  Mexicai'iS 

O 

that  not  until  Sundav.  March  II,  did  the  fall 
I of  the  Alamo  occur,  an  account  of  which, 
j briefly  told,  will  here  be  given;  The  jMexi- 
j cans  advanced  to  the  attack  at  about  four 
o’clock  in  the  rnoi'ning,  but  the  Texans  wei'e 
ready,  and  j)oured  upon  the  advancing  col- 
umns a shower  of  grape  and  musket  and  ride 
balls.  Santa  Anna  was  watching  the  opera- 
tions from  hehind  a building  about  500  yards 
south  of  the  church.  Twice  the  assailants 
rce'ed  and  fell  back  in  dismay,  liallied  again 
by  the  brave  Costrellon  (who  fell  at  San  Ja- 
cinto), according  to  Filisola,  the  columns  t»f 
the  western  and  eastern  attacks  meeting  with 
some  difficulty  in  reaching  the  tops  of  the 
small  houses  formincr  the  wall  of  the  fort, 
did,  bv  a simultaneous  movement  to  the  nhrht 

'ml  O 

and  to  the  left,  swincr  northward  until  the 
three  colums  formed  one  dense  mass,  which 
under  the  guidance  of  their  officers  tiiially 
succeeded  in  effecting  an  entrance  into  the 

O 

enclosed  yard.  About  the  same  time  the 
column  on  the  south  made  a breach  in  the 
wall  and  captured  one  of  the  guns.  This 
gun,  the  eighteen-pounder,  was  immediately 
turned  upon  the  convent,  to  which  some  of 
the  Mexicans  had  retreated.  The  cannonade 
on  the  center  of  the  west  wall  was  still  manned 
by  the  Texans,  and  did  fearful  execution 
upon  the  Mexicans  who  had  ventured  into 
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But  the  feeble  garrison  could  not  long  hold 
out  against  such  overwhclniing  numbers. 
Travis  tell  early  in  the  action,  shot  with  a i-itle 
ball  in  the  head.  After  being  shot  he  had 
sntHcient  .strength  to  kill  a Mexican  who  at- 
temj)ted  to  spear  him.  Tlie  bodies  of  most 
of  the  Texans  were  found  in  the  buildings, 
where  hand-to  hand  lights  took  place.  TiiC 
body  of  Crockett,  however,  was  in  the  yard, 
with  a number  of  dead  Mexicans  lyiim  neai- 
him.  Bowie  was  slain  in  his  bed,  and  it  is 
said  that  he  killed  three  Mexicans  with  his 
j>istols  before  they  reachevl  him  after  break- 
ing in  the  door.  The  church  was  ' the  last 
place  entered  by  the  foe.  It  had  been  agreed 
that  when  resistance  seemed  useless,  and 
suspecting  their  fate,  any  surviving  Texan 
should  blow  up  the  magazine.  Major  Evans, 
it  is  said,  was  j)erforming  this  sad  duty  when 
he  was  killed  in  time  to  prevent  the  explo- 
sion. Several  Texans  appealed  to  their  in- 
human captors  for  quarters,  but  they  were 
cut  down  without  mercy.  The  butchery  was 
complete;  not  a Texan  soldier  was  spared! 
Two  ladies  and  a negro  servant  were  the  only 
occupants  who  remained  to  tell  the  tale  of  the 
Alamo.  Lieutenant  Dickinson  attempted  to 
escape  with  a child  on  his  back,  but  their 
bodies  fell,  riddled  with  bullets.  180  bodies 
of  the  Texans  were  collected  together  and 
partially  buried.  The  Mexicans  lost  twice 
that  number. 

THE  ALAMO  MONUMENT. 

At  the  entrance  to  the  State  house  at  Aus- 
tin, a tine  monument  has  been  erected  in 
memory  of  the  extraordinary  heroism  of  the 
Texans  who  fell  in  the  battle  and  massacre  of 
March  6,  183G.  On  the  four  sides  of  the 
pedestal  are  the  names  of  Travis,  Crockett, 
Bowie  and  Bonham.  On  the  north  front  of 


the  shaft  is  the  following  inscription;  To  the 
God  of  the  Fearless  and  Free  is  Dedicated 
this  Altar,  made  from  the  ruins  of  the  Alamo; 
on  the  west  front.  Blood  of  Heroes  Hath 


Staincii  me:  Let 

the  Stones  of  the  Alamo 

Speak,  that  their 

Immolation  be  not  I’oroot- 

O 

ten;  on  the  soutl.  front,  Be  They  Enrolled 

with  Leorddas  in 

the  Host  of  the  Mighty 

Dead  ; and  on  the 

east.  'I'hei  mo{)yl;e  had  her 

Me.'senger  of  Defeat;  but  the  Alamo  had 
Xono. 

Tlie  following 

names  are  inscribed  upon 

the  north  and  south  fronts; 

M.  Autry, 

AV^.  Cumin iners, 

11.  Allen, 

B.  Crossan, 

M.  Andress, 

Cock  ran. 

Ayres, 

G.  AA^.  Cottle, 

Anderson, 

J.  Dust, 

AF.  Blaze  by. 

J.  Dillard, 

J.  B.  Bowman, 

A.  Dickinson, 

Baker, 

C.  Deopalicr, 

S.  C.  Blair, 

L.  Davell, 

Blair, 

J.  C.  Day, 

Brown, 

J.  Dickens, 

Bowin, 

Devault, 

Balentine, 

AA^.  Dearduff, 

J.  J.  Baugh, 

J.  Ewing, 

Burnell, 

T.  II.  Evans, 

Butler, 

D.  Floyd, 

J.  Baker, 

J.  Flanders, 

Burns, 

AV.  Fishbaugh, 

Bailey, 

Forsyth, 

J.  Beard, 

G.  Fuga, 

Bailess, 

J.  C.  Goodrich, 

Bourn, 

C.  Grimes, 

II.  Cunningham, 

J.  George, 

J.  Clark, 

J.  Gaston, 

J.  Cane, 

J.  C.  Garrett, 

Cloud, 

G wyn. 

S.  Crawford, 

J.  F.  Garwin, 

Cary, 

Gill  more. 
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IIISTOHY  OF  TEXA.S 


and  were  captured  and  killed.  Fannin,  in 
(Toliail,  on  the  Kith  of  March,  was  rein- 
forceil  l>y  the  Twonty-ei^htli  Cavalry.  lie 
llien  pi'cparcd  for  a reti-cat;  hut  just  at 
nightfall  a large  force  of  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered in  the  neighhorhood,  when  he  re- 
mounted his  camion  ami  prepared  foi' defense. 
'I'ln;  followinir  acctjiint  of  the  disastroim  inttle 

o 

of  Colita,  which  followed,  is  copied  fr-m  an 
able  historian  of  Texas:  “The  morning  of 

the  17th  was  foggy,  and  as  no  enemy  ap- 
peared to  he  in  sight  Fannin  concluded  to 
make  nood  his  retreat.  After  reachino;  a 
point  about  eight  miles  away  from  Goliad, 
they  halted  to  permit  the  oxen  to  graze. 
They  then  resumed  their  march,  and  were 
within  two  miles  of  Colita  creek  when  a 
company  of  Mexican  cavalry  was  discovered 
in  front  of  them,  issuing  from  a point  of 
timber.  IJrrea  had  taken  advantage  of  tlie 
fog  to  get  around  and  in  front  of  P^annin's 
force.  Horton’s  cavalry  had  gone  in  advance 
to  make  arrangements  for  crossing  the 
stream,  and  could  not  get  back  to  their  com- 
jianions.  Two  charges  of  Urrea’s  cavalry 
were  gallantly  repulsed  by  P'annin’s  artillery, 
which  did  great  damage  to  the  Mexicans. 
The  tight  was  kept  up  till  nightfall,  when 
the  enemy  retired  out  of  range  and  the  Tex- 
ans prepared  for  a renewal  of  the  fight  in  the 
morning.  Their  condition  was  indeed  crit- 
ical. I'ourteen  of  their  number  had  been 
killed,  and  sixty  others,  including  Fannin, 
were  wounded.  Frrea  received  during  the 
night  heavy  reinforcements.  With  no  ade- 
(|uate  protection,  in  an  o|ien  prairie,  without 
water,  surrounded  by  an  enemy  five  times 
their  number,  what  could  they  do  but  sur- 
render as  prisoners  of  war?  A white  flag  was 
raised  and  the  following  terms  of  surrender 
agreed  upon:  That  the  Texans  should  be 

treated  as  prisoners  of  war  according  to  the 


usages  of  civilized  nations;  that  private  prop- 
erty should  be  respected  and  restored,  luit 
side  arms  of  the  officers  shoidd  be  given  up; 
the  men  should  be  sent  to  Copano,  and  thence 
in  eight  days  to  the  TJnited  States,  or  as  soon 
as  vessels  could  be  procured  to  take  them; 
the  officers  should  lie  pai'oled  and  returned  to 
the  United  States  in  likt^  manner. 

After  surreiideriiio  in  good  faith  and  rely- 
ing  upon  the  honor,  iu  this  case  at  least,  of 
the  Mexican'  general,  the  prisoners  were  look- 
ing forward  to  a speedy  release,  and  on  Palm 
Sunday,  the  27th,  they  were  e.x])ecting  to  be 
forwarded  to  their  homes.  Put  alas!  vain 
hope!  the  treacherous  scoundrel  to  whom 
they  surrendered  had  broken  his  military 
word  and  was  about  to  place  his  name  in  the 
same  category  as  the  Caligulas  and  Neros 
and  other  fiends  in  human  shape.  Without 
warning  and  under  the  pretense  of  starting 
them  homeward,  the  privates  were  marched 
out  in  four  companies,  strongly  guarded, 
from  the  old  mission  at  Goliad,  where  they 
had  been  sent,  and  where  the  men  of  Ward’s 
force  were  also  confined,  and  who,  too,  met 
the  same  fate  as  Fannin’s  men.  They  were 
taken  in  different  directions,  and  within 
sound  of  the  officers,  whose  fate  had  also 
be  'll  decided  upon,  they  were  brutally  slaugh- 
tered! A few,  by  feigning  death  and  lying 
still  till  dark,  escaped.  The  othcers  and  the 
wounded,  who  were  still  in  the  fort,  w'ere  then 
taken'out,  and  all  of  them  met  the  same  fate 
as  the  privates,  Fannin  being  the  last  to  suf- 
fer death.  That  Santa  Anna,  at  tlie  close  of 
the  victorious  revolution,  should  have  been 
permitted  to  escape  the  fate  of  those  brave 
patriots,  has  been  a hard  pill  for  most  Tex- 
ans to  swallow.  Ten  years  later,  when  he 
was  in  command  of  the  Mexican  army  op- 
posing General  Scott,  and  wdien  he  was 
I again  captured,  it  was  <liliicult  for  the  Amer- 
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Pelone, 

Sewall, 

C.  Parker, 

A.  Smith, 

N.  Pollard, 

Simpson, 

G.  Paggan, 

R.  Star, 

S.  Pobinson, 

Starn, 

Keddenson, 

N.  Sutherland, 

X.  Rough, 

AV.  Summers, 

Rusk, 

J.  Snminerline, 

Robbins, 

'i'hompson, 

W.  Smith, 

Tomlinson, 

Sears, 

F.  Taylor,  ) 

C.  Smith, 

G.  Taylor,  v 13 r 

Stockton, 

J.  Taylor,  ) 

Stewart, 

VV.  Taylor, 

A.  Smith, 

Thornton, 

J.  C.  Smith, 

Thom  as. 

Iliitchason, 

Lanio, 

S.  Holloway, 

AV.  Lightfoot, 

Harrison, 

G.  W.  Lynn, 

Hieskell, 

Lewis, 

J.  Hayes, 

AV.  Mills, 

Horrell, 

Micheson, 

Harris, 

E.  T.  Mitchell, 

Hawkins, 

E.  Melton, 

J.  Holland, 

McGregor, 

A\^.  Hersie, 

T.  Miller, 

Ingram, 

J.  McCoy, 

John, 

E.  Morton, 

J.  Jones, 

R.  Mussulman, 

L.  Johnson, 

Millsop, 

C.  IJ.  Jamison, 

R.  13.  Moore, 

\C.  Johnson, 

AV.  Alarshall, 

T.  Jackson, 

Alctore, 

J).  Jackson, 

R.  McKenny, 

Jackson, 

McCaferty, 

G.  Kemble, 

J.  McGee, 

A.  Kent, 

G.  AV.  Main, 

W.  Kitig, 

M.  Querry, 

Kenney, 

G.  Nelson, 

J.  Kenny, 

jS'elson, 

Lewis, 

J.  Noland, 

AL  Linn, 

Nelson, 

Win.  Idghtfoot, 

Wm.  G.  Nelson 

J.  Lonly, 

C.  Ostiner, 

.1.  M.  Thrnston, 

L.  J.  AVilson, 

A'alentine, 

AVarner, 

AVilliamson, 

D.  AVilson, 

AValsh, 

AVashington, 

AV.  AVells, 

C.  AVright, 

R.  AVhite, 

J.  AVashington, 

T.  AVaters, 

AVarnall, 

J.  White, 

D.  Wilson, 

J.  AVilson, 

A.  AVolf. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  tliat  a eoin- 
plete  and  correct  list  of  tlie  names  of  those 
who  fell  at  the  Alamo,  with  some  biographi- 
cal account  of  each,  is  not  at  hand.  Scannino; 
the  above  list  of  imperfect  names  will  often 
remind  the  reader  that 

“ Full  many  a gem  of  purest  ray  serene, 

The  dark,  un fathomed  caves  of  ocean  bear; 

Full  many  a flower  is  born  to  blush  unseen 
And  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert  air.” 

GOLIAD  JIASSACKK. 

Santa  Anna,  in  the  meantime,  had  ordered 
Urrea  to  proceed  along  the  Texan  coast,  and 
that  general  reached  San  Patricio  on  the  28th 
of  F'ebruary,  entirely -unknown  to  Texans. 
Some  narrow  escapes  were  made  by  Colonel 
P.  W.  Johnson  and  others,  Imt  apaity  under 
Major  Morris  and  Dr.  Grant  were  captured 
and  they  fell  victims  to  the  Mexican  murder- 
ers,--for  they  were  nothing  less.  Colonel 
Fannin  had  been  ordered  to  prepare  for  a 
descent  on  Matanioras,  but  hearing  of  the  ad- 
vance of  Urrea,  he  re-entered  Goliad,  where 
he  had  been  in  command  some  time.  Hav- 
ing been  requested  to  send  some  reinforce- 
ments to  Captain  King,  his  force  wastherei»v 
depleted  by  112  men.  King  and  his  men, 
after  a skirmish  or  two,  by  some  means  got 
separated  from  another  portion  of  his  force. 
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and  were  captured  and  killed.  Fannin,  in 
C-toliad.  on  the  Kith  of  March,  was  rein- 
forced hy  the  Twonty-eiglith  Cavalry,  lie 
then  prepared  for  a retreat;  hut  just  at 
nightfall  a large  force  of  the  enetny  wa.s  dis- 
(•((vered  in  the  neiohl)orhood,  when  he  re- 
inonnteil  his  cannon  ami  prepai'cd  for  defense. 
'I'hc  following  account  of  the  disastroii'  K ittle 
of  Colita,  which  followed,  is  copied  fr  rn  an 
able  historian  of  Texas:  “The  morning  of 

the  17th  was  foggy,  and  as  no  enemy  ap- 
peared to  be  in  sight  Fannin  concluded  to 
make  good  his  retreat.  After  reaching  a 
point  abotit  eight  miles  away  from  Goliad, 
they  halted  to  permit  the  oxen  to  graze. 
They  theti  resumed  their  march,  and  were 
within  two  miles  of  Colita  creek  whet  a 
company  of  Mexican  cavalry  was  discovered 
in  front  of  thetn,  issuing  from  a point  of 
timber.  Urrea  had  taken  advantage  of  the 
fog  to  get  around  and  in  front  of  Fannin's 
force.  Horton’s  cavalry  had  gone  in  advance 
to  make  arrangements  for  crossing  the 
stream,  and  could  not  get  back  to  their  com- 
jianions.  Two  charges  of  Urrea’s  cavalry 
were  gallantly  repulsed  by  Fannin’s  artillery, 
which  did  great  damage  to  the  Mexicans. 
The  light  was  kept  up  till  nightfall,  when 
the  enemy  retired  out  of  range  and  the  Tex- 
ans prepared  for  a renewal  of  the  light  in  the 
morning.  Tlieir  condition  was  indeed  crit- 
ical. Fourteen  of  their  number  had  been 
killed,  and  sixty  others,  including  Fannin, 
were  wounded.  Urrea  received  during  the 
night  heavy  reinforcements.  With  no  ade- 
(|uate  protection,  in  an  o|ien  prairie,  without 
water,  surrounded  by  an  enemy  live  times 
their  number,  what  could  they  do  but  sur- 
render as  prisoners  of  war?  A white  Hag  was 
raised  and  the  following  terms  of  surretider 
agreed  upon:  That  the  Texans  should  be 

Ijeated  as  prisoners  of  war  according  to  the 


usages  of  civilized  nations;  that  private  prop- 
erty should  be  resj)ect<Hl  and  restored,  but 
side  arms  of  the  officers  shoidd  be  given  u]i; 
the  men  should  be  sent  to  Copano,  and  thence 
in  eight  days  to  the  United  States,  or  as  soon 
as  vessels  could  be  procured  to  take  them; 
the*  ofiicci’s  should  be  ])aro!e<l  an<l  I'etnrned  to 
the  Uidted  States  in  like  manner. 

After  sn rrenderincT  in  good  faith  and  rely- 
ing  upon  the  honor,  in  this  case  at  least,  of 
the  Mexican  general,  the  prisoners  were  look- 
ing forward  to  a speedy  release,  and  on  Palm 
Sunday,  the  27th,  they  were  ex]iecting  to  be 
forwarded  to  their  homes.  J’ut  alas!  vain 
hope!  the  treacherous  scoundrel  to  whom 
they  surrendered  had  broken  his  military 
word  and  was  about  to  place  his  name  in  the 
same  category  as  the  Calignlas  and  Fferos 
and  other  fiends  in  human  shape.  Without 
warning  and  under  the  pretense  of  starting 
them  homeward,  the  privates  were  marched 
out  in  four  companies,  strongly  guarded, 
from  the  old  mission  at  (iroliad,  where  they 
had  been  sent,  and  where  the  men  of  AVard’s 
force  were  also  confined,  and  who,  too,  met 
the  same  fate  as  Fannin’s  men.  They  were 
taken  in  different  directions,  and  within 
sound  of  the  oliicers,  whose  fate  had  also 
be  ’ll  decided  upon,  they  were  brutally  slaugh- 
tered! A few,  by  feigning  death  and  lying 
still  till  dark,  escaped.  The  oliicers  and  the 
wounded,  who  were  still  in  the  fort,  were  then 
taken  out,  and  all  of  them  met  the  same  fate 
as  the  privates,  Fannin  being  the  last  to  suf- 
fer death.  That  Santa  Anna,  at  the  close  of 
the  victorious  revolution,  should  have  been 
permitted  to  escape  the  fate  of  those  brave 
patriots,  has  l)een  a hard  ])ill  for  most  Tex- 
ans to  swallow.  Ten  years  later,  when  he 
was  in  command  of  the  Mexican  army  op- 
posing General  Scott,  and  when  ho  was 
I again  captured,  it  was  dillicult  for  the  Amer- 
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icaii  soldiers  to  keep  their  hands  off  the 
hloodthirsty  brute,  and  he  had  to  be  strongly 
guarded  to  save  him  tVom  the  vengeance  of 
many  a grizzled  Texan.  Not  content  with 
these  butcdieries,  Santa  Anna,  thinking  that 
the  conquest  of  Texas  was  complete,  gave  or- 
ders to  his  subordinates  to  shoot  all  prison- 
ers, he  himself  making  preparations  to  retire 
to  the  capital.  Hut  when  he  heard  that  a 
considerable  army  under  Houston  was  still 
in  the  field,  he,  at  the  solicitation  of  Almonte 
and  Filisola,  concluded  to  remain  and  com- 
plete his  work. 

SAN  .lACINTO. 

General  Houston  had  been  re-elected  coni- 
mander-in-chief  of  the  army,  and  had  gone 
to  Gonzales,  with  the  intention  of  re^organiz- 
ing  the  forces,  in  which  he  had  great  diffi- 
culty, for  the  fate  of  Travis  and  Fannin  and 
their  men  caused  a great  panic  when  the 
news  became  known.  Besides,  thirty-two  of 
the  citizen  soldiers  of  Gonzales,  who  had  en- 
tered the  Alamo  the  night  before  the  battle, 
were  slain,  leaving  a dozen  or  more  families 
of  that  town  without  a head.  A number  of 
desertions  also  occurred,  and  the  alarm  was, 
indeed,  widespread.  Then  came  some  move- 
ments on  the  part  of  General  Houston  that 
caused  great  criticism  of  his  actions.  There 
was  not  a very  considerable  cordiality  between 
the  commander  and  the  newly  inaugurated 
president,  and  in  an  order  to  the  former  from 
the  latter  these  words  were  added:  “The 

enemy  are  laughing  you  to  scorn.  You  must 
tight  them.  You  (nust  retreat  no  further- 
The  countiy  expects  you  to  fight.  The  salva-  ! 
tion  of  the  country  depends  on  your  doing  j 
.^so.”  The  Confederate  as  well  as  the  Fedci-al  j 
<<enerals  durinfi  the  late  war.  had  their  critic^  ^ 
at  their  respective  seats  (jf  go\ernment.  yet 


the  names  of  Houston,  Lee  and  Grant  live  on; 
but  where  are  they,  who  were  they,  who  sought 
to  teach  those  great  soldiers?  The  battle  of 
Sail  Jacinto  was  the  response  of  the  great 
Texan  to  his  official,  not  to  say  officious 
superior.  And  the  best  i-eport  id'  that  decisive 
battle  is  contained  in  the  official  repoi't  of  the 
commander,  who.  by  that  one  blow  to  Mexico, 
secured  the  independence  of  Texas,  the  an- 
nexation of  oUr  jjreat  State  to  the  greatest 
nation  on  earth,  and  finally  led  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  vast  interior  region  stretching 
from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Facilic  ocean: 

“ Headouartkks  of  the  Army,  ) 
“San  Jacinto,  April  25,  1830.  J 
‘•‘‘To  His  Excellency^  D.  G.  Burnett, 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas: 

“ Sir: — I regret  extremely  that  my  situa- 
tion since  the  battle  of  the  21st  has  been  such 
as  to  prevent  my  rendering  you  my  official 
report  of  the  same  previous  to  this  time. 

“I  have  the  bonor  to  inform  you  that  on 
the* evening  of  the  18th  instant,  after  a forced 
march  of  fifty-five  miles,  which  was  effected 
in  two  days  and  a half,  the  army  arrived  op- 
posite Harrisburg.  That  evening  a courier 
of  the  enemy  was  taken,  from  whom  I learned 
that  General  Santa  Anna,  with  one  division 
of  his  choice  troops,  had  marched  in  the  di- 
rection of  Lynch’s  Ferry,  on  the  San  Jacinto, 
burning  Harrisburg  as  he  passed  down.  The 
army  was  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  march 
early  on  the  next  morning.  The  main  body 
effected  a crossing  over  Buffalo  bayou,  below 
Harrisburg,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  hav- 
ing left  the  baggage,  the  sick,  and  a sufiicient 
camj)  guard  in  the  rear.  We  continued  the 
march  throuo-hout  the  night,  making  but  one 
halt  on  the  piairie  for  a short  time,  and  with- 
out refreshment.  At  daylight  we  resumed 
the  line  of  march,  and  in  a short  distance  our 
scouts  encountered  those  of  the  enemy,  and 
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we  received  information  that  General  Santa 
Anna  was  at  jN^ew  Washington,  and  would 
that  day  take  up  the  line  of  march  for  Ana- 
iiuac,  crossing  at  Lynch’s  Ferry.  The  Texan 
army  halted  within  a half  niile  of  the  ferry, 
in  some  timber,  and  were  engaged  in  slaugh- 
tering  beeves,  when  the  army  of  Santa  Anna 
was  discovered  to  be  in  battle  array,  having 
been  encamped  at  Clopper’s  Point,  eiglit 
miles  below. 

“Disposition  was  immediately  made  of 
our  forces,  and  preparations  for  his  recep 
tion.  He  took  a position  with  his  infantry 
and  artillery  in  the  center,  occupying  tin  isl- 
and of  timber,  his  cavalry  covering  the  left 
flank.  The  artillery,  consisting  of  one  double- 
fortified  medium  brass  twelve-pounder,  then 
opened  on  our  encampment.  The  infantry  in 
column  advanced  with  the  design  of  charging 
our  lines,  but  were  repulsed  with  a discharge 
of  grape  and  canister  from  our  artillery,  con- 
sisting of  two  six-pounders.  The  enemy  had 
occupied  a piece  of  timber  within  rifle  shot 
of  tlie  left  wing  of  our  army,  from  which  an 
occasional  interchange  of  small  arms  took 
place  between  the  troops,  until  the  enemy 
withdrew  to  a position  on  the  bank  of  the 
San  Jacinto,  about  three-quarters  of  a mile 
from  our  encampment,  and  commenced  forti. 
ficatiou.  A short  time  before  sunset  our 
mounted  men,  about  eighty-five  in  number, 
under  the  special  command  of  Colonel  Sher- 
man, marched  out  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
noitering  the  enemy.  Whilst  advancing  they 
received  a volley  from  the  left  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  and  after  a short  renconter  with 
their  cavalry,  in  which  ours  acted  extremely 
well,  and  performed  some  feats  of  daring 
chivalry,  they  retired  in  good  order,  having  j 
had  two  men  severely  wounded  and  several  j 
horses  killed.  In  the  meantime  the  infantry  I 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  ' 


INIillard,  and  Colonel  Burleson’s  regiment, 
with  the  artillery,  had  marched  out  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  the  retreat  of  the  cav- 
ah'y,  if  necessary. 

“All  these  feli  back  in  good  order  to  our 

O 

encampment  about  sunset,  and  remained  with- 
out any  ostensible  action  until  the  21st,  at 
half-past  three  o’clock,  taking  the  first  refresh- 
ments which  they  had  enjoyed  for  two  days. 
The  enemy  in  the  meantime  extended  the 
right  flank  of  their  infantry  so  as  to  occupy  the 
extreme  point  of  a skirt  of  timber  on  the  batd< 
of  the  San  Jacinto,  and  secured  their  left  by 
a fortification  about  five  feet  high,  constructed 
of  packs  and  baggage,  leaving  an  opening  in 
the  center  of  their  breastwork,  in  which  their 
artillery  was  placed,  their  cav'alry  on  their 
left  wing.  About  nine  o’clock  on  tlie  morn- 
ing of  the  21st,  the  enemy  were  reinforced  by 
500  choice  troops,  under  the  command  of 
General  Cos,  increasing  their  effective  force 
to  upward  of  1,500  men,  whilst  our  aggre- 
gate force  for  the  field  numbered  783.  At 
half-past  three  o’clock  in  the  evening  I or- 
dered the  officers  of  the  Texan  army  to  parade 
their  respective  commands,  having  in  the 
meantime  ordered  the  bridge  on  the  only  road 
communicating  with  Brazos,  distant  eight 
miles  from  our  encampment,  to  be  destroyed, 
thus  cutting  off  any  possibility  of  escape. 
Our  troops  paraded  with  alacrity  and  spirit, 
and  were  anxious  for  the  contest.  Their  con- 
scious disparity  in  number  seemed  only  to 
increase  their  enthusiasm  and  confidence,  and 
heightened  their  anxiety  for  the  conflict.  Our 
situation  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing the  arrangements  for  the  attack,  without 
exposing  our  designs  to  the  enemy. 

The  first  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Burleson,  was  assigned  the  center.  The  sec- 
ond regiment,  under  thewcommand  of  Colonel 
Sherman,  formed  the  left  wing  of  the  army. 
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Tile  artillerv,  under  special  command  of 
Colonel  George  AV.  Hockley,  Inspector-Gen- 
eral, was  placed  on  the  right  of  the  first  regi- 
ment; and  four  companies  of  infantry,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry 
Millard,  sustained  the  artillery  u|)on  the  right. 
Our  cavalry,  sixty-one  in  number,  commanded 
t)y  Colonel  Mirabean  IL  Lamar  (whose  gallant 
and  daring  conduct  on  the  previous  day  had 
attracted  the  admiration  of  his  comrades,  and 
called  him  to  the  station),  placed  on  our  ex- 
treme right,  completed  our  line.  Oiir  cavalry 
was  despatched  to  the  front  of  the  enemy’s 
left,  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  their  notice, 
whilst  an  extensive  island  of  timber  afforded 
us  an  opportunity  of  concentrating  our  forces 
and  displaying  from  that  point,  agreeably  to 
the  po’evions  design  of  the  troops.  Every 
evolution  was  performed  with  alacrity,  the 
whole  advancing  rapidly  in  line,  and  through 
an  open  prairie,  without  any  protection  what- 
ever for  our  Tiien.  The  artillery  advanced  and 
took  station  within  200  yards  of  the  enemy’s 
breastwork,  and  commenced  an  effective  fire 
with  grape  and  canister. 

“Colonel  Sherman,  with  his  regiment,  hav- 
ing commenced  the  action  upon  our  left  wing, 
the  whole  line,  at  the  center  and  on  the  right, 
advancing  in  double-quick  time,  rung  the  war 
cry,‘  Remember  the  Alamo!’  received  the  ene- 
my’s tire,  and  advance<l  within  point-blank  shot 
before  a piece  was  discharged  from  our  lines. 
Our  lines  advanced  without  a halt  until  they 
were  in  possession  of  the  woodland  and  the 
enemy’s  breastwork,  the  right  wing  of  Burle- 
son’s and  the  left  of  Millard’s  taking  pos.ses- 
sion  of  the  breastwork,  our  artillery  having 
gallantly  charged  up  within  seventy  yards  of 
the  enemy’s  cannon,  when  it  was  taken  by  our 
troops.  The  conflict  lasted  about  eighteen 
minutes  from  the  time  f>f  close  action  until 
WH  wore  in  possessimi  of  tim  enemy's  encamp- 


ment, taking  one  jiiece  of  cannon  (loaded), 
four  stand  of  colors,  all  their  camp  equipage, 
stores  and  hafo-ao'e.  Our  cavalry  had  charjred 
and  routed  that  of  the  enemy  upon  the  right, 
and  given  pui-snit  to  the  fugitives,  which  did 
not  cease  until  they  arrived  at  the  bridge 
which  I have  mentioned  before.  Captain 
Karnes,  ahvays  among  the  foremost  in  danger, 
commanded  the  pursuers.  The  conflict  in 
the  breastwork  lasted  but  a few  moments; 
many  of  the  troops  encountered  hand  to  hand, 
and,  not  having  the  advantage  of  bayonets  on 
our  side,  our  riflemen  used  their  pieces  as  war 
clubs^breaking  many  of  them  off  at  the  breech. 
The  rout  commenced  at  half-past  four,  and 
the  pursuit  by  the  main  army  continued  until 
twilight.  A guard  was  then  left  in  charge  of 
the  enemy’s  encampment,  and  our  army  re- 
turned with  their  killed  and  wounded.  In  the 
battle  our  loss  was  two  killed  and  twenty-three 
wounded,  six  of  whom  mortally.  The  enemy’s 
loss  was  030  killed,  among  whom  were  one 
general  officer,  four  colonels,  two  lieutenant- 
colonels,  five  captains,  twelve  lieutenants; 
wounded,  208,  of  whom  five  were  colonels, 
three  lieutenant-colonels,  two  second  lieuten- 
ant-colonels, seven  captains,  one  cadet;  pris- 
oners, 730;  President-General  Santa  Anna, 
General  Cos,  four  colonels  (aids  to  General 
Santa  Anna),  and  the  colonel  of  the  Guerrero 
battalion,  are  included  in  the  number.  General 
Santa  Anna  was  not  taken  until  the  22d,  and 
General  Cos  on  yesterday,  very  few  having 
escaped.  About  000  muskets,  300  sabres  and 
200  pistols  have  been  collected  since  the  ac- 
tion; several  hundred  mules  and  horses  were 
taken,  and  nearly  $12,000  in  specie.  For  sev- 
eral days  previous  to  the  action  our  troops 
were  engaged  in  forced  marches,  exposed  to 
excessive  rains,  and  the  additional  inconveni- 
ence of  extremely  bad  roads,  ill  supplied  with 
rations  and  clothing;  yet,  aauid  every  difli- 
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culty,  they  bore  up  with  cheerfulness  and  forti- 
tude and  performed  their  marches  with  spirit 
and  alacrity.  There  was  no  murmuring. 

“ Pre\'ious  to  and  during  the  action  my 
staff  evinced  every  disposition  to  he  useful, 
and  were  actively  engaged  in  their  diiticcs. 
In  the  conflict  I am  assured  they  demeaned 
themselves  in  such  a manner  as  proved  them 
worthy  members  of  the  army  of  San  .Jacinto. 
Colonel  T.  J.  Rusk,  Secretary  of  War,  was 
on  the  field.  For  weeks  his  services  had 
been  highly  beneficial  to  the  army;  in  battle 
he  was  on  the  left  wing,  where  Colonel  Sher- 
man’s command  first  encountered  and  drove 
the  enemy;  he  bore  himself  gallantly,  and 
continued  his  efforts  and  activity',  remaining 
with  the  pursuers  until  resistance  ceased. 

‘•I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  here- 
with a list  of  all  the  officers  and  jnen  who 
were  engaged  in  the  action,  which  I respect- 
fully request  may  be  published,  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  individuals.  P^or  the  command- 
ing general  to  attempt  discrimination  as  to 
the  conduct  of  those  who  commanded  in  the 
action,  or  those  who  were  commanded,  would 
be  impossible.  Our  success  in  the  action  is 
conclusive  proof  of  their  daring  intrepidity 
and  courage;  every  officer  and  man  proved 
himself  worthy  of  the  cause  in  which  he  bat- 
tled, while  the  triumph  received  a luster  from 
the  humanity  which  characterized  their  con- 
duct after  victory,  and  richly  entitles  them  to 
the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  their  general. 
Nor  should  we  withhold  the  tribute  of  our 
grateful  thanks  from  that  Being  who  rules 
the  destinies  of  nations,  and  has  in  the  time 
of  greatest  need  enabled  us  to  arrest  a power- 
ful invader  while  devastating  our  country. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  con- 
sideration, your  obedient  servant, 

“ Sam  II  OUSTON,  I 

“ Coiamander-  In-  Ch  ief."  i 


The  condition  in  which  Santa  Anna  was 
when  captured  was  in  accoi'dance  with  the 
actions  of  all  liloodthirsty  cowards  wlien  en- 
trapped by  those  they  have  wronged.  He 
had  torn  from  his  body  his  gaudy,  uniform 
and  donned  the  garb  of  a common  country- 
man,  but  he  had  forgotten  to  take  from  Ids 
shirt-sleeves  a pair  of  cuff- buttons,  which 
aroused  the  keen  suspicions  of  James  II.  Syl 
vester,  a printer,  the  man  who  found  tlie 
sneaking  despot  hidden  in  the  grass.  The 
capture,  as  told  by  a writer  who  had  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts,  are  these:  “Some  of  Burle- 
son’s men  were  out  hunting  for  the  fugitive, 
whfen  one  of  them  saw  a deer  on  the  prairie 
looking  intently  at  some  object  in  the  tall 
grass.  The  man  approached  the  spot  and  * 
found  lying  upon  the  grass  a Mexican  in 
common  garb,  but,  upon  discovering  a gold 
button  on  his  sleeve,  took  him  back  to  his 
companions,  who  conducted  him  to  camp, 
having  no  idea  of  his  rank.  Santa  Anna 
offered  his  captors  a gold  watch  to  let 
him  off.  As  the  company  passed  into  the 
camp,  the  Mexican  prisoners  exclaimed, 

‘ El  Bresidente!’  Inquiry  was  made  of  Gen- 
eral Almonte,  who  announced  that  the  one 
just  brought  in  was  no  less  a personage  than 
Santa  Anna  himself!  He  was  conducted  to 
Houston’s  camp,  and  his  own  officers  allowed 
to  remain  with  hitn,  and  his  personal  bag- 
gage restored.  Besides  Sylvester,  who  found 
hiin  and  brought  him  to  his  companions,  the 
captors  were  Joel  W.  Robinson,  A.  II,  Miles 
and  David  Cole.” 

How  that  little  force  of  783  Texans,  badly 
equipped,  poorly  clothed,  and  half  starved, 
could  march  out  and  crush  to  atoms,  as  it 
were,  in  less  than  half  an  hour  feitditeen 
minutes,  says  Houston  in  hisreport),  an  army 
of  1,500  men,  splendidly  accoutered,  ably 
generaled.  and  comfortably  clothed  and  fed. 
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is  iiotli iiic  slioi  t ul"  mai  veloiis : and  with  a loss 

O 

of  but  two  killed  in  battle  and  twenty-nine 
wounded  to  the  victors,  against  630  killed 
and  208  woundeil  of  tlie  enemy,  to  say  notli- 
in^  of  the  prisoners;  for  all,  or  nearly  all, 
who  were  not  killed  or  wounded,  were  cap- 
tured, liardly  a man  escaping!  But  oh!  the 
Texans  had  the  fate  of  those  two  brave  mar- 
tyrs, Travis  and  Fannin,  in  their  minds,  and 
when  the  battle  cry  of  “ Remember  the 
Alamo!”  rang  out  as  they  rushed  to  battle, 
every  man  was  a Hercules.  Ten  thousand 
men  could  not  have  daunted  their  invincible 
courage.  They  knew  that  defeat  meant  death 
to  every  one  of  them,  and  it  were  better  to 
die  in  harness  than  to  be  led  out  like  sheep  to 
the  slaughter.  They  shot  and  struck  to  kill. 
Death  had  no  terror  for  those  patriots,  and 
woe  betide  the  brutal  Santa  Anna  had  he  been 
caught  in  the  action!  He  was  so  sure  of  vic- 
tory that  it  is  said  that  he  contemplated  with 
pleasure  the  close  of  the  light  that  he  might 
show  his  power.  Every  man,  Houston  and 
all,  of  those  San  Jacinto  heroes,  would  have 
been  immediately  shot  if  they  would  have 
been  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  be  killed  in 
battle.  Knowing  this,  how  those  Texans 
could  have  refrained  from  killing  this  man 
has  always  puzzled  the  friends  of  liberty.  As 
U was.^  it  was  the  best.  Xo  stain  rests  upon 
the  escutcheon  of  the  Lone  Star  State. 

After  much  controversy,  especially  in  re- 
gard to  the  disposition  of  the  captive  Presi- 
dent of  Mexico,  a treaty  was  entered  into  by 
President  Burnett  and  most  of  his  cabinet  and 
Santa  Anna;  but  the  clause  providing  for  the 
release  of  the  latter  was  bitterly  objected  to, 
and  at  one  time  the  matter  bid  fair  to  be  the 
cause  of  serious  troubles  and  internal  com- 
plications. 

During  these  exciting  times  a number  of 
captures  of  vessels  on  the  coast  near  Copuno 


were  made,  especially  byCaptain  Burton,  who 
commanded  a company  of  mounted  rangers. 
Cavalry  does  not  seem  to  be  the  best  arm  of 
the  service  in  naval  warfare,  but  this  bold 
captain  used  very  ingenious  stratagems  to  in- 
duce passing  vessels  to  stop  at  Copano,  when 
his  men  would  step  aboard  and  take  posses- 
sion in  the  name  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

THE  INDEPENDENCE  CONVENTION. 

Xot  to  interrupt  the  crimson  thread  of  the 
war  history,  we  have  run  past  a remarkable 
event,  which  must  now  be  related. 

By  authority  of  a resolution  adopted  De- 
cember 10,  1835,  by  the  provisional  govern- 
ment of  Texas,  wdiich  existed  from  November, 

1835,  to  March,  1836,  delegates,  clothed  with 
plenary  powers,  were  elected  February  1, 

1836,  to  meet  in  convention  at  Washino-ton, 
on  the  Brazos,  March  1.  The  provisional 
government  was  composed  of  Henry  Smith, 
governor;  James  W.  Robinson,  vice  governor; 
and  a council.  At  the  period  of  the  meeting  of 
the  convention,  the  council  had  quarreled  with 
and  deposed  the  governor,  and  Mr.  Robinson 
was  acting  governor. 

The  convention  assembled  at  the  date  above 
mentioned.  The  official  journal  opens  thus: 
“Convention  of  all  the  People  of  Texas, 
through  their  Delegates  Elect.  ” Georo-e  C. 
Childress  of  the  municipality  (county)  of  Mi- 
lam, moved  that  James  Colli ngsw’orth,  of 
Brazoria,  be  called  to  the  chair,  which  motion 
prevailed;  and  Willis  A.  Farris  was  appointed 
secretary  yiro  tern. 

After  the  roll  of  members  was  completed, 
the  convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
president,  when  Richard  Ellis  of  Red  river 
(then  Pecan  Point)  was  elected  unanimously. 
H.  S.  Kimble  was  chosen  permanent  secre- 
tary. 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


On  the  at‘teruouM  of  the  first  day  George  C. 
Childress  olfered  the  following  resolution: 
That  the  president  appoint  a committee  of 
five  to  draft  a declaration  of  independence, 
which  was  adopted,  after  an  olfered  substi- 
tute had  been  rejected.  The  president  ap- 
pointed on  this  committee,  George  C.  Child- 
ress, of  Milam,  James  Gaines  of  Sabine, 
Edward  Conrad,  of  liefugio,  Collin  McKin- 
ney, of  Red  river,  and  Railey  Hardeman,  of 
Matagorda. 

On  the  second  day,  March  2,  a committee 
of  one  from  each  municipality  was  appointed 
to  draft  a constitution  for  the  (contemplated) 
Republic  of  Texas,  comprising  Martin  Palmer 
(chairman),  Robert  Potter,  Charles  B.  Stew- 
art, Edwin  AValler,  Jesse  Grimes,  Robert  M. 
Coleman,  John  Fisher,  John  W.  Bunton, 
James  Gaines,  Lorenzo  de  Zavala,  Stephen 
H.  Everitt,  Bailey  Hardeman,  Elijah  Stapp, 
William  C.  Crawford,  Claiborne  West,  James 
Power,  Jose  Antonio  Navarro,  Collin  Mc- 
Kinney, William  Menefee,  William  Motley 
and  Michael  B.  Menard. 

On  the  same  day,  March  2,  Mr.  Childress, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  reported  the  draft 
of  a declaration  of  independence;  Mr.  Collings- 
worth was  called  to  the  chair,  while  Mr. 
Houston  introduced  the  followinn-  resolution: 

O 

That  the  declaration  of  independence  reported 
by  the  committee  be  adopted,  and  that  the 
same  be  engrossed  and  signed  by  the  delegates 
of  this  convention.  The  question  being  put, 
the  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

DECLA«.\TION  OF  INDEI’ENDENCE. 

When  a government  has  ceased  to  protect 
the  lives,  liberty  and  property  of  the  people 
from  whom  its  legitimate  powers  are  deidved, 
and  for  the  advancement  of  whose  interests 
it  was  instituted ; and,  so  far  from  Ikmiict  a 
guarantee  for  theii’  inestimable  aiul  inalienable  I 


rights,  becomes  an  instrument  in  the.  hands 
of  evil  rulers  for  their  oppression ; when  the 
federal  republican  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try, which  they  have  sworn  to  support,  no 
longer  has  a substantial  existence,  and  the 
whole  nature  of  their  go\'ernment  has  been 
forcibly  changed,  without  their  con.sent,  fi'(un 
a restricted  federative  republic  composed  of 
sovereign  States  to  a consolidated  centi-al 
military  despotism,  in  which  every  interest 
is  disregarded  but  that  of  the  army  and  the 
priesthood,  both  the  eternal  enemy  of  civil 
liberty,  the  ever  ready  minions  of  power  and 
the  usual  instruments  of  tyrants;  when,  long 
after  the  spirit  of  the  constitu  tion  has  departed, 
moderation  is  so  far  lost  by  those  in  power 
that  even  the  semblance  of  freedom  is  re- 
moved, and  the  forms  themselves  of  the  consti- 
tution discontinued;  and,  so  far  from  the 
petitions  and  remonstrances  being  disre- 
garded, the  agents  who  bear  them  are  thrown 
into  dungeons,  and  mercenaries  sent  forth  to 
enforce  a new  government  upon  the  point  of 
the  bayonet;  when,  in  consequence  of  such 
acts  of  malfeasance  and  abduction  on  the  part 
of  the  government,  anarchy  prevails  and  civil 
society  is  dissolved  into  its  original  elements, 
in  such  a crisis  the  first  law  of  nature,  the 
right  of  self-preservation,  the  inherent  and 
inalienable  right  of  the  people  to  appeal  to  the 
first  principles  and  take  their  political  affairs 
j into  their  own  hands,  in  extreme  cases,  en- 
I joins  it  as  a right  toward  themselves  and  a 
sacred  obligation  to  their  prosperity,  to  abol- 
ish such  government  and  create  another  in 
its  stead,  calculated  to  rescue  them  from  im-* 
pending  dangers,  and  to  secure  their  welfare 
and  happiness. 

Nations,  as  w'ell  as  individuals,  are  amen- 
able for  their  acts  to  the  public  opinion  of 
mankind.  A statement  of  a part  of  our  griev- 
ances is  therefore  submitted  to  an  impartial 
world  in  justification  of  the  hazai'dous  but 
unavoidable  step  now  taken,  of  severing  our 
political  connection  with  the  Mexican  people 
and  assuming  an  independent  attitude  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth. 

T1  le  Mexican  government,  by  its  coloniza- 
tion laws,  having  invited  and  induced  the 
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tigUj- Ameiiciui  |)u|)iilat  ion  of  Texas  to 
colonize  its  wilderness,  under  the  pledged 
faith  of  a written  constitution,  they  should 
continue  to  enjoy  that  constitutional  liberty 
and  republican  government,  to  which  they  had 
been  habituated  in  the  land  of  their  birth, 
the  United  States  of  America.  In  this  ex- 
pectation they  have  been  cruelly  disap- 
pointed, inasmuch  as  the  Mexican  nation  has 
acquiesced  in  the  late  changes  made  in  the 
government  by  General  Antonio  Lopez  de 
Santa  Anna,  who,  having  overturned  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country,  now  offers  us  the 
cruel  alternative  either  to  abandon  our  homes, 
acquired  by  so  maity  privations,  or  submit  to 
the  most  intolerable  of  all  tyranny,  the  com- 
bined despotism  of  the  sword  and  the  priest- 
hood. 

It  has  sacrificed  our  welfare  to  the  State  of 
Coahuila,  by  which  our  interests  have  been 
continually  depressed,  through  a jealous  and 
partial  course  of  legislation,  carried  on  at  a 
far  distant  seat  of  government,  by  a hostile 
majority,  in  an  unknown  tongue;  and  this, 
too,  notwithstanding  we  have  petitioned  in 
humblest  terms  for  the  establishment  of  a 
separate  State  government,  and  have,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  national 
constitution,  presented  to  the  general  congress 
a republican  constitution,  which  was  xvithout 
a just  cause  contemptuously  rejected. 

It  incarcerated  in  a dungeon,  for  a long 
time,  one  of  our  citizens  for  no  other  cause 
but  a zealous  endeavor  to  procure  the  accept- 
ance of  our  constitution  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a State  government. 

It  has  failed  and  refused  to  secure  on  a firm 
basis  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  tlie  palla- 
dium of  civil  liberty  and  the  only  safe  guar- 
antee for  the  life,  liberty  and  property  of  the 
citizen. 

It  has  failed  to  establish  any  public  system 
of  education,  although  possessed  of  almost 
boundless  resources  (the  public  domains),  and 
although  it  is  an  axiom  in  polftical  science 
that  unless  a people  are  educated  and  enlight- 
ened, it  is  idle  to  expect  the  continuance  of 
civil  liberty  or  the  capacity  for  self-govern- 
ment. 


It  has  suffered  the  military  commandants 
stationed  among  us  to  exercise  arbitrary  acts 
of  oppression  and  tyranny,  thus  trampling 
upon  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  citizen 
and  rendering  the  military  superior  to  the 
civil  power. 

It  has  dissolved,  by  force  of  arms,  the  State 
Congress  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  and  obliged 
our  representatives  to  fly  for  their  lives  froiH 
the  seat  of  government,  thus  depriving  us  «f 
the  fundamental  political  right  of  represent- 
ation. 

It  has  demanded  the  surrender  of  a number 
of  our  citizens,  and  ordered  military  detach- 
ments to  seize  and  carry  them  into  the  interior 
for  trial,  in  contempt  of  the  civil  authorities 
and  in  defiance  of  the  law  and  the  constitu- 
tion. 

It  has  made  piratical  attacks  on  our  com- 
merce by  commissioning  foreign  desperadoes 
and  authorizing  them  to  seize  their  vessels, 
and  convey  the  property  of  our  citizens  to  far 
distant  parts  for  confiscation. 

It  denies  us  the  right  of  worshiping  the 
Almighty  according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own 
conscience,  by  the  support  of  a national  reli- 
gion calculated  to  promote  the  temporal  inter- 
ests of  its  human  functionaries  rather  than 
the  glory  of  the  true  and  living  God. 

It  has  demanded  us  to  deliver  up  our  arms, 
which  are  essential  to  our  defense,  the  right- 
ful property  of  freemen,  and  formidable  only 
to  tyrannical  governments. 

It  has  invaded  our  conn  try  both  by  sea  and 
by  land,  with  the  intent  to  lay  waste  our 
territory  and  drive  us  from  our  homes,  and 
has  now  a large  and  mercenary  army  advanc- 
ino-  to  carry  on  against  us  a war  of  extermin- 
ation. 

It  has  through  its  emissaries  incited  the 
merciless  savage,  with  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife,  to  massacre  the  inabitants  of 
our  defenseless  frontiers. 


It  has  been,  during  the  whole  time  of  our 
connection  with  it,  the  contemptible  sport 
and  victim  of  successive  military  revolutions, 
and  has  continually  exhibited  every  character- 
istic of  a weak,  corrupt  and  tyrannical  govern- 
ment. 
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inSTOItV  OF  TFXA8. 


Tliese  and  other  grievances  weie  patiently 
borne  by  the  people  of  Texas  until  they 
reached  that  ])oint  at  which  forbearance 
ceases  to  be  a virtue.  We  then  took  up  arms 
in  defense  of  the  national  constitution.  We 
appealed  to  onr  Mexican  brethren  for  assist- 
ance; onr  appeal  has  been  made  in  vain; 
though  months  have  elapsed  no  sympathetic 
response  has  yet  been  made  from  the  interior. 
We  are  therefore  forced  to  the  melancholy 
conclusion  that  the  Mexican  people  have 
acquiesced  in  the  destruction  of  their  liberty, 
and  the  substitution  therefor  of  a military 
government;  that  they  are  unfit  to  be  free 
and  incapable  of  self-government. 

The  necessity  of  self-preservation,  there- 
fore, now  decrees  our  eternal  political  separ- 
ation. 

We,  therefore,  the  delegates,  with  plenary 
powers,  of  the  people  of  Texas,  in  solemn  con- 
vention assembled,  appealing  to  a candid  world 
for  the  necessities  of  our  condition,  do  hereby 
resolve  and  declare  that  our  political  connec- 
tion with  the  Mexican  nation  has  forever 
ended,  and  that  the  people  of  Texas  do  now 
constitute  a free,  sovereign  and  independent 
republic,  and  are  fully  invested  w'itli  all  the 
rights  and  attributes  which  properly  belong 
to  independent  nations;  and,  conscious  of  the 
rectitude  of  our  intentions,  we  fearlessly  and 
confidently  commit  the  issue  to  the  Supreme 
Arbiter  of  the  destinies  of  nations. 

In  witness  wher^yf  we  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed our  names. 

liuiiARn  Ellis, 

President  and  Delegate  from  Red  River. 

H.  S.  Kimble, 

Secretary. 

Following  is  a table  of  the  names,  age, 
place  of  birth  and  former  residence  of  the 
signers  of  the  above  Declaration  of  Inde- 


pendence: 

Name. 

Age. 

Born  iu.  Emigrfited  from. 

Richard  Ellis. 

54 

Virginia.  Alabama. 

C.  B.  Stewart. 

30 

South  Carolina.  Louisiana. 

James  Collingsworth. 

30 

Tennessee.  Tennessee. 

Edwin  Waller. 

35 

Virginia.  Missouri. 

Asa  Brigliam. 

4G 

Massacliuselt. 

s.  Louisiana. 

.1.  S.  D.  Eyrom. 

38 

Georgia. 

Florida. 

Eras.  Buis. 

54 

Texas. 

J.  Anto.  Navarro. 

41 

Texas. 

J.  B.  Badgett. 

21) 

North  Carolina.  Arkansas. 

^V^  D.  Lacy. 

2S 

Kentucky. 

Tennessee. 

William  Menefee. 

40 

Tennessee. 

Alabama, 

John  Fisher. 

30 

Virginia. 

\'irginia. 

M.  Coldwell. 

38 

Iventucky. 

Missouri. 

W.  Motley. 

24 

^'il■ginia. 

Kentucky. 

L.  de  Zavala. 

47 

Yucatan. 

Mexico. 

George  "W.  Smyth. 

33 

North  Carolina.  .Mahama. 

S.  H.  Everitt. 

29 

New  York. 

New  York. 

E.  Slapp. 

53 

Virginia. 

Missouri. 

Clae.  West. 

30 

Tennessee. 

Louisiana. 

W.  B.  Scates. 

30 

Virginia. 

Kentucky. 

M.  B.  Menard. 

31 

Canada. 

Illinois. 

A.  B.  Hardin. 

38 

Georgia. 

Tennessee. 

J.  W.  Bunton. 

28 

Tennessee. 

Tennessee. 

Thomas  G.  Gazeley. 

35 

New  York. 

Louisiana. 

R.  M.  Coleman. 

37 

Kentucky. 

Kentucky. 

S.  C.  Robertson. 

50 

North  Carolina.  Tennessee. 

George  C.  Childress. 

32 

Tennessee. 

Tennessee. 

B.  Hardiman. 

41 

Tennessee. 

Tennessee. 

R.  Potter. 

30 

N.  Carolina. 

N.  Carolina. 

Thomas  J.  Rusk. 

29 

S.  Cai'olina. 

Georgia. 

Charles  S.  Taylor. 

28 

England. 

New  York. 

John  S.  Roberts. 

40 

Virginia. 

Louisiana. 

R.  Hamilton. 

53 

Scotland. 

N.  Carolina 

C.  McKinney. 

70 

New  Jersey. 

Kentucky. 

A.  H.  Lattimer. 

27 

Tennessee. 

Tennessee. 

James  Power. 

48 

Ireland. 

Louisiana. 

Sam  Houston. 

43 

Virginia. 

Tennessee. 

David  Thomas. 

35 

Tennessee. 

Tennessee. 

E.  Conrad. 

20 

Pennsylvania. 

Penn. 

Martin  Parmer. 

58 

Virginia. 

Missouri. 

E.  0.  Legrand. 

33 

N.  Carolina. 

Alabama. 

S.  W.  Blount. 

28 

Georgia. 

Georgia. 

James  Gaines. 

GO 

Virginia. 

Louisiana. 

W.  Clark,  Jr. 

37 

N.  Carolina. 

Georgia. 

S.  0.  Pennington. 

27 

Kentucky. 

Arkansas. 

W.  C.  Crawford. 

31 

N.  Carolina. 

Alabama. 

John  Turner. 

34 

N.  Cai  olina. 

Tennessee. 

B.  B.  Goodrich. 

37 

Virginia. 

Alabama. 

G.  W.  Barnett. 

43 

S.  Carolina. 

Mississippi. 

J.  G.  Sw'isher. 

41 

Tennessee. 

Tennessee. 

Jesse  Grimes. 

48 

N.  Carolina. 

Alabama. 

S.  Rhoads  Fisher. 

41 

Pennsylvania. 

Penn. 

Samuel  A.  Maverick. 

29 

S.  Carolina. 

S.  Carolina. 

John  White  Bo^'er. 

27 

Georgia. 

Arkansas. 

James  B.  Woods. 

37 

Kentucky. 

Kentucky. 

Andrew  Briscoe. 
John  W.  Moore. 
Tliomas  Bai  aelt. 
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iiesides  the  above,  the  I'ollowiiig  were  del- 
egates wlio  failed  to  reach  the  convention  in 
time  to  sign  the  Declaration  of  Independence: 
.John  J.  Linn,  from  Victoria,  horn  in  Ireland 
in  1802,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1830;  James 
Kerr,  from  Jackson,  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1700,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1825;  and  Juan 
Antonio  Dadilla,  a ]\Iexican  from  A^ictoiua. 
Also  a few  of  those  whose  names  are  given 
in  the  table  were  not  present  at  the  signing. 

On  March  16  the  convention  adopted  the 
executive  ordinance  by  which  was  constituted 
the  government  ad  interha  of  the  Republic 
of  Texas. 

The  constitution  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
was  adopted  at  a late  hour  on  the  night  of 
the  ITtli,  but  was  neither  engrossed  nor  en- 
rolled  for  the  signature  of  the  members  j>rior 
to  the  adjournment  next  day.  The  secretary 
was  instructed  to  enroll  it  for  presentation. 
He  took  it  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  it 
was  published  in  one  of  the  papers,  from 
which  it  was  republislied  in  a Cincinnati 
paper,  and  from  the  latter  copied  into  the 
Texas  Telegraph  of  August,  that  year,  1836, 
this  being  its  first  publication  in  Texas.  No 
enrolled  copy  having  been  preserved,  this 
printed  copy  was  recognized  and  adopted  as 
authentic,  and  became  the  “Constitution.” 

During  the  sitting  of  the  convention  Gen- 
eral  Sam  Houston  took  leave  of  the  body  in 
order  to  take  command  of  the  army,  then  con- 
centrating at  Gonzalez. 

At  eight  o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  18th 
of  March,  the  convention  assembled  for  the 
last  time,  and  elected  David  G.  Burnett  Pres- 
ident atZ  interim  of  tlie  Republic,  and  Lorenzo 
de  Zavala,  a patriot  Mexican  exile,  vice-Pres- 
ident.  They  also  elected  the  members  of  the 
cabinet,  namely : Samuel  P.  Carson,  Secretary 
of  State;  Bailey  Hardeman,  Secretary  of  the 
T/easury;  Thomas  J.  Rusk,  Secietai-y  of 


0:J 

War;  Robert  Pottei-,  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
and  David  Thomas,  Attorney-General. 

At  eleven  o’clock  the  convention  adjourned 
sine  die. 

TUK  Ff.AO  OK  TIIK  I.O.N'K  STAU. 

It  was  once  generally  believed  in  Georgia, 
that  the  Lone  Star  flag  was  the  workmausliip 
of  a Miss  Troutman,  of  Crawford  county,  that 
State,  who  afterward  married  a Mr.  I ’ope  of 
Alabama;  and  that  she  presented  the  same  to 
a Georgia  battalion  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ward.  It  was  of  plain  white  silk, 
bearing  an  azure  star  of  five  points  on  either 
side.  On  one  side  was  the  inscription  Liberty 
or  Death,  and  on  the  other  side  the  appropri- 
ate Latin  motto,  Ubi  Libertas  Habitat.,  ibi 
Nostra  Patria  est. 

This  flag  was  unfurled  at  Velasco  January 
8,  1836,  and  proudly  floated  on  the  breeze 
from  the  same  liberty  pole  with  the  first  flag 
of  independence,  which  had  just  been  brought 
from  Goliad  by  the  valiant  Captain  William 
Brown,  who  subsequently  did  such  daring 
service  in  the  Texas  navy.  On  the  meeting 
of  the  first  Congress,  the  flag  of  the  Lone 
Star  was  adopted  as  the  national  flag  of  tlie 
young  republic. 

But  another  authority  denies  the  Georgian 
belief,  and  insists  that  the  first  Lone  Starflag 
ever  unfurled  in  Texas  was  presented  by  Mrs. 
Sarah  R.  Dawson  to  a company  of  volunteers 
raised  in  Harrisburg,  Texas,  in  1835,  ami 
commanded  by  Captain  Andrew  Robinson. 
The  flag  was  a tri-color  of  red,  wliite  and  blue, 
the  star  being  white,  five-pointed  and  set  in  a 
ground  of  red, 

KOKiaON  RKI.A’rrONS. 

The  people  of  the  Lnited  States  now  felt 
more  free  to  assist,  both  morally  and  materi- 
ally, the  young  and  struggling  Republic  of 
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IlIS'lOliY  OK  TKXAt^. 


'J'(“Nii.s.  This;  itien^ased  Ill  path  V inimeiliatoly 
hcoaii  to  find  expression  in  public  utterances, 
and  natuvally  the  Texans,  by  way  of  sympa- 
thetic response,  bewail  to  talk  up  annexation 
to  our  Union.  In  view  of  this  general  sym- 
pathy, Uiysident  Burnett,  iMay  80,  1830,  ap- 
pointed dames  Collingsworth  and  Peter  W. 
Grayson  as  coinmissioners  to  proceed  to 
AVasliington  and  ask  the  friendly  aid  of  our 
Government  in  procuring  tVom  Mexico  the 
recognition  of  independence,  and  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  a like  recogoitict:  from  the  United 
St^ites  Govirnment  itself, and  also  to  state  that 
annexation  to  this  Government  would  be  ac- 
ceptable. The  coinmissioners  accordingly 
presented  these  matters  at  Washington,  but 
as  Congress  had  just  adjourned,  no  action  was 
taken.  Bresident  Jackson  sent  Henry  M. 
Morfit  to  Texas  to  inform  himself  and  report 
as  to  the  military,  political  and  civil  condition 
of  the  people  there.  He  accordingly  made 
his  report,  stating  that  Texas  had  a popula- 
tion of  58,500  souls,  and  expressing  surprise 
that  that  country  had  carried  on  a successful 
war  so  long,  ao-ainst  so  great  odds,  at  so  little 
expense.  He  estimated  that  the  probable 
total  amount  of  her  outstanding  debts  did  not 
exceed  $1,250,000. 

Gorostiza,  the  Mexican  minister  at  Wash 
ington,  representing  a displeased  government, 
maintained  that  the  United  States  had  vio- 
lated neutrality  during  the  preceding  struggle, 
naming  the  instance  of  United  States  soldiers 
fighting  on  Texas  ground,  etc.;  but  this  was 
explained  by  the  United  States  officers  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  only  lighting  hostile 
Indians,  who  had  invaded  our  territory,  ex- 
cepting that  General  Gaines  at  one  time  oc- 
cupied Xacogdoches,  and  at  another  took  Fort 
Parker,  on  the  head- waters  of  the  Xavasota. 

The  admissions  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
above  statement  were  enough  for  Gorostiza.  i 


I He  i-epeated  his  representations,  and,  notsatis- 
! lied  with  the  assurance  of  our  Government, 
— that  th(^  measures  adopted  were  of  a tem- 
porary and  purely  defensive  character, — de- 
clared his  mission  at  an  end,  October  15,  and 
left  for  home.  Thus  ended  diplomatic  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries. 

By  tiulv  the  Texan  anny  had  increased  to 
2,300  men,  and  the  commissioners — Austin, 
Archer  and  AVharton — returned  from  AVa.-h- 
ington,  reporting  that  they  had  aroused  much 
sympathy  in  the  United  States.  On  the  23d 
of  this  month,  assured  of  trampiillity  for  a 
time  by  internal  dissensions  in  Mexico,  Presi- 
dent Burnett  issued  a proclamation  for  the 
election  of  president,  vice-president  and  sen- 
ators and  representatives  in  Congress,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  October.  The  election  offi  [ 
cers  were  also  requested  to  obtain  from  each 
voter  his  sentiment  as  to  constitutional 
amendments  and  annexation  to  the  United 
States. 

For  the  presidency  three  candidates  were 
nominated, — Stephen  F.  Austin,  Sam  Hous- 
ton and  Henry  Smith,  late  governor.  Hous- 
ton at  first  declined,  but  as  the  other  two  can- 
didates represented  factious,  it  was  finallv 
decided  that  he,  being  neutral  as  to  them, 
should  be  retained  as  a candidate;  and  he  was 
elected  by  a large  majority.  Mirabeau  B. 
Lamar  was  elected  vice-president.  The  con- 
stitution already  drafted  was  adopted  almost 
unanimously,as  also  the  proposition  of  annex- 
ation. 

K.VRLY  LEGISLATION. 

The  first  Texan  Congress  met  at  Columbia 
October  3,  and  the  following  day  President 
Burnett  delivered  his  message,  a long  docu- 
ment, describing  particularly  the  deticiency 
of  their  army  and  navy,  the  judicial  syscem, 
etc.  After  endeavoring  tu  his  utmost  tocon- 
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ciliate  the  I iidiaiis,  Houston  left  Xacogdoehes 
for  Coliunhia,  arriving  October  9;  but  ac- 
cordinir  to  the  constitution  he  could  not 
commence  the  duties  of  his  otfice  until  the 
second  Monday  in  December.  However,  as 
both  Tresident  Burnett  and  Vice-President 
Za\ala  were  both  equally  willing  to  retire 
from  office,  and  sent  in  their  resio-nations. 
Congress  considered  it  judicious  to  inaugurate 
the  new  president  immediately. 

In  his  inaugural  address  Houston  insisted 
upon  harmony  between  the  legislative  and 
executive  departments  of  the  government,  as 
the  situation  was  peculiarly  a delicate  one; 
recommended  that  the  friendship  of  the  In- 
dians be  obtained  by  treaty  and  a strict  main- 
tenance of  good  faith  with  them;  urged  ab 
stinence  from  all  acts  of  aggression,  and  the 
establishment  of  commerce  with  the  different 
tribes;  contrasted  the  barbarous  mode  of  war- 
fare practiced  by  the  enemy  with  the  human- 
ity and  forbearance  displayed  by  the  Texans 
in  the  hour  of  victory,  citing  the  fact  that  the 
moral  effect  of  such  conduct  had  done  more 
toward  the  liberation  of  Texas  than  the  defeat 
of  the  army  of  veterans,  and  dwelt  upon  the 
question  of  annexation  to  the  United  States, 
— a consummation  unanimouslj'  wished  for 
by  the  Texan  people,  who  were  cheered  by 
the  hope  that  they  would  be  welcomed  into  the 
great  family  of  freemen.  General  Lamar,  as 
president  of  the  Senate,  delivered  an  address 
breatliing  the  same  spirit  and  deprecating 
party  antagonism. 

According  to  the  spirit  of  tlie  above 
speeches.  President  Houston  appointed  as 
members  of  his  cabinet  eminent  men  from 
the  principal  parties.  Stephen  F.  Austin 
was  made  secretary  of  State;  Henry  Smith, 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  Thomas  J.  Busk, 
of  war;  S.  Rhodes  Fisher,  of  the  navy;  Bob-  | 
ert  Burr,  postmaster  general, and  J.  Pinckney  ‘ 


1 11  enderson,  attorney  general.  Geneial  f'elix 
j Houston  was  given  command  of  the  army. 

On  November  H)  Congri^ss  empower«Hl  the 
president  to  appoint  a minister  to  the  United 
States,  to  negotiate  with  this  government 
for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
Texas  and  her  annexation  to  this  republic. 
The  president  accordingly  appointed  William 
11.  Wharton  to  that  position. 

A writer  relates  an  interesting  anecdote  in 
this  connection.-  It  seems  that  Wharton,  l>y 
being  tendered  this  appointment,  felt  that 
the  president  was  endeavoring  to  send  him 
into  honorable  exile,  to  get  him  out  of  some 
one’s  else  way.  Houston  did  not  hear  of  this 
till  some  months  afterward,  when  three  com- 
missioners were  to  be  appointed  to  purchase 
a navy.  John  A.  Wharton,  brother  of  Will- 
iam H.,  was  one  of  the  candidates,  and,  to 
the  surprise  of  many,  \vas  not  appointed. 
IMeeting  the  latter  after  his  return  from  the 
United  States,  the  president  could  not  refrain 
from  delivering  a home  thrust,  saying,  “ I 
did  not  appoint  John  A.  Wharton  one  of  the 
three  naval  commissioners,  because  I did  not 
wish  to  drive  any  more  of  the  Wharton  family 
into  exile!  ” 

This  Congress  also  ordered  the  issue  of 
bonds  to  the  extent  of  So, 000, 000,  to  bear  in- 
terest at  ten  per  cent,  and  be  redeemable  in 
thirty  years.  Two  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  these  bonds,  §1,000 
each,  either  in  the  United  States  or  Europe, 
and  holders  were  to  be  allowed  the  privilege 
of  purchasing  jiublie  lands  of  the  Republic 
at  the  lowest  government  price,  payable  in 
bonds. 

This  Congress  continued  in  session  until 
the  close  of  December,  passing  many  bene- 
ficial laws  and  performing  many  embarrassing 
duties.  Provisions  were  made  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  navy,  by  the  purchase  of  a twenty- 
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four  oiiii  s^loo|)  of  war,  two  armed  steam  ves- 
sels aiul  two  eleven -gim  schooners.  Hides 
and  articles  were  established  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  and  navy,  the  army  to  be 
reorganized  by  the  president;  measures  were 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  and 
for  the  national  defense  by  the  organization 
of  militia;  courts  were  also  established,  and 
their  powers  delined;  revenue  provided  for 
by  import  duties;  salaries  of  the  government 
officers  established,  and  a general  post  office 
and  land  office  created.  A national  seal  and 
standard  for  the  Republic  were  adopted.  The 
seal  consisted  of  a sinole  star,  with  the  letters 
REi'L'BLtc  OF  Texas  in  a circular  line  on  the 
seal,  which  also  \ras  circular.  The  national 
flag  was  to  have  an  azure  ground,  with  a large 
golden  star  central. 

This  first  congress  also  chartered  a gigantic 
company,  called  the  Texas  Railroad,  Naviga- 
tion & Ranking  Company,  with  a capital 
stock  of  $5,000,000,  etc.;  but  this  met  with 
considerable  opposition,  and  the  company, 
not  beinor  able  to  raise  the  million  dollars  re- 
qnired  for  their  bank,  went  down. 

The  boundary  line  of  the  young  republic 
was  thus  defined  by  this  congress:  From  the 
month  of  the  Sabine  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  thence  up  the  principal  stream  of 
the  latter  to  its  source,  thence  due  north  to 
the  forty-second  degree  of  latitude,  and  thence 
along  the  boundary  line  as  defined  in  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
to  the  beginning.  But  this  line  included  the 
greater  and  best  portion  of  New  Mexico,  to 
which  Texas  had  no  right,  and  she  had  after- 
ward to  recede  from  it. 

At  the  opening  of  the  new  year  the  pe- 
cuniary situation  of  Texas  was  very  gloomy. 
Although  the  country  was  temporarily  re- 
lieved from  invasion,  it  was  still  threatened 
by  the  old  enemy.  In  respect  to  agriculture 


it  had  somewhat  recovered  from  the  wide- 
spread desolation  brought  upon  it  by  the 
wars  and  unfriendly  legislation  of  the  old 
government,  but  still  much  land  remained 
al)andoned,  and  the  people  were  all  poor. 
The  army  was  in  <mod  condition,  but  not  the 
navy.  Outside  encourao-ement,  however,  be- 
gan  to  bo  manifest.  It  was  morally  certain 
not  only  that  the  struggling  republic  would 
soon  be  recognized  as  a nation  by  the  United 
States,  but  that  also  from  this  country  there 
would  pour  forth  a stronger-  emigration  to 
the  new-born  land.  Of  course,  no  public 
measure  can  be  adopted  without  its  bearing 
hard  on  some  parties,  but  these  hardships  are 
seldom  as  great  as  feared.  Some  Northern- 
ers objected  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
old  Union  because  it  was  spreading  slave 
territory;  others,  because  their  trade  would 
be  interfered  with  by  a new  application  of  the 
tariff  law’s,  etc.  President  Jackson  himself 
w'as  personally  in  favor  of  recognizing  Texan 
independence,  but  as  president  he  made  the 
follow’inor  statement:  Prudence  therefore 

O 

seems  to  dictate  that  we  should  still  stand 
aloof  and  maintain  our  present  attitude,  if 
not  until  Mexico  itself  or  one  of  the  great 
foreign  pow’ers  shall  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  the  new  government,  at  least  until 
the  lapse  of  time  or  the  course  of  human 
events  shall  have  proved,  beyond  cavil  or 
dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of  that 
country  to  maintain  their  separate  sovereignty 
and  to  uphold  the  government  constituted  by 
them.”  The  senate  of  the  United  States,  on 
March  1,  1837,  passed  a resolution  recogniz- 
ing the  independence  of  Texas,  but  negotia- 
tions for  annexation  were  not  listened  to  by 
the  government.  But  soon  afterward  the  Texan 
minister  was  recognized  at  Washington,  and 
Alcee  Labranche  was  appointed  by  the  [)resi- 
deut  as  charge  d’affaires  to  the  new  republic, 


II.  • 4 

,!•»  I 


I ■ 

■ # ' V. 

H'l‘ 


-i.mm  « .4. 


I* 

. ill 

' K<*  i|*a4 

■' 

111 

1,1  •. 

1 ivt  •***♦ 

1 -.1  'lii.i-,  t i( 

1 H'l 

III 

I-  • 0 Ml- 

'>  * t ywj 

f ( 1 1 1 * • 1-  1 if 

• ki 

1 

it  , III; 

'■  i(1»7gt«>*1 

■ IT 

' ' * * 

' 

I.  I 1 f.i  . . 

' 1* 

I . , 

■ » 

" •.!•  "*<’  ‘lOV 

• 

1 • ' 

» if*. 

'1  1 

1 II  1 I 

, : *•!#♦  .li 

• 

iin 

••  » !•  tt- 

••  ♦ 

" '• 

1 

I 1 • 

.1  l,|l|  lull., 

1 |*|* 

ill  ' 

i , • 

■ ' ' 

' " |mi’ 

-r 

i'* 

' 

1.  ' . 1 - 

, ■ ,V  ■ i ' ■ ■ 1 

',.|l||; 

• 

li  ? « 

1 

1 1 ‘J'll 

• 111  / li  1 11 

tl 

«.iO'»n4H 

'•  1 

,1-1  .1  ^ 

»•*  1 «li 

I 1 1 • •*' 

- i(  li*i<W  .lim 

• 1 

1.  . t itl  1 

f til  I li  1 1 ' 

- . ...  I,  ..  I 

..  i’B 

till 

U,  , ■ , 1 1 

1'  iiiji  ii'j^tio^i 

III 

>-Si»0 

It*  1 *•  Hi) 

■■I..  1.  ■ • jt  -i 

« ; 1 

‘ .1 

I I <.  .! 

l!*t<  l»  II  <»|I  .«I  I.|)l  i«JltT  , , tit 

1 1 

1,11'.  ■ 

,f  i0<  i,uufn>T,‘i  4 . (t«4t 

i |' 

' ‘ii . : 

:'-U  MiU 

ft 

,1,-  ? Irt 

•(|  |.  , 

i.MiM 

uXl  'll'.  i< 

tr,  1 * 

)*M*  . il!tri*no/$ ' 

1 

' 

, aMoIi 

1)  /. '.t  iM  -.1 

nil  Mtitii  fl»l  *1 

1‘  .V(.|.  1^ 

-1*  , 

-<i  •‘il  Nni|«if|i 

i 

■'■I'U 

■I  .ik-j  III 

iu  Hi  ii  wrr 

.<w 

I • vi 

'J  .«<■ 

• #»rf|  frt  l-#'i 

'ifi  oMlIj  ^^MW 

.,/1  1 , 

' i(  yii.' 1“  *f|tt  lit  ni|i’,<- 

U-f  ttitfom 

1 . 

^||  I » 1 1 

i/j  M iar%^ 

- ' 

1 1 1.  ifi 

I-I1-*  «M 

iO'«'*ltl9l  iMfl 

'■  m>*hnt  »>,  t i</|«>l4' 


I 



'■  ,1.  h , 

f 

• ..  !,  i 


' III 


HJI-'  •■  .1.1. 

> lU  li  lu I**!  > •(!  ,'ttoii 


•>ii  '■  I ' ‘M)*t  ' %ri.J  'tJ 

f "'■"*<*/  • • /y  Jarrij  ;if|«  -*i  'uAYg 

1 ii^R  ^H(J  mi*  hfi»  , i.(  . ,i:i  Mif  ««ri«  V tilMiJ'i# 

<1  .hr»:*in  . t frj>»ir  ■ 


<ii  - 


#4l 

II-*/  U-.  »tmi»MrfU  xminnft 


i ••111*  ■ *“»l  ’ )**^  •» '■'  •!  **«}-) 

'I  • II  M II ,«l  I l>lt|lPH  III  1.1-111  1 *•'•• 


•n-i  Mii-il*-|(i  I 


HISTOin’  OF  TEXAS. 


(57 


and  the  house  of  representatives  made  an  ap- 
propriation for  a diplomatic  agent  to  the 
same. 

William  II.  Wharton,  on  his  return  from 
Washington  on  tlie  ship  Independence,  was 
cajitnred  by  the  Mexicans,  conveyed  to  Mata- 
moras,  with  others,  and  cast  into  prison.  Ilis 
brother,  John  11.  W1  larton,  havintr  obtained 
permission  and  a Hag.  proceeded  thither  with 
thirty  Mexican  prisoners,  hoping  to  effect  his 
release;  but  on  arrival  lie  was  seized  and 
thrown  into  a dungeon.  AVilliam  II.  Whar- 
ton, with  the  aid  of  Captain  Thompson,  of 
the  Mexican  navy,  escaped  and  reached  home; 
and  John  H.  also  escaped  after  an  imprison- 
mejit  of  six  days.  Thompson,  wlio  had  agreed 
fo  de.<ert  the  enemy’s  service,  had  previously 
left  Matamoras,  his  departure  being  hastened 
by  information  given  against  him  to  the  au- 
thorities. 

May  1,  1837,  the  congress  reassembled  at 
the  town  of  Houston,  and  the  president  on 
the  5th  read  his  message,  wherein  he  referred 
to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
Texas  by  the  United  States  with  an  eminent 
degree  of  satisfaction,  and  said  that  the  re- 
public was  now  unwilling  to  invoke  tlie  me- 
diation of  otlier  powers;  but  with  regard  to 
the  financial  position  of  the  gov^ernment  it 
could  hardly  have  assumed  a much  worse 
state.  On  account  of  the  unfavorable  con- 
dition of  the  money  market  in  the  United 
States,  no  portion  of  the  35,000,000  loan  had 
been  realized,  and  the  land  scrip  (for  which 
the  sale  of  500,000  acres  had  been  author- 
ized) Jiad  produced  nothing,  owing  to  the 
questionable  action  of  the  agents  at  New  Or- 
leans, who  would  render  no  account  of  their 
transactions  to  the  executive,  and  dishonored 
drafts  drawn  upon  them  by  the  latter. 

Sectionizing  the  public  domain  met  with  a 
ditiiculty,  the  old  settlei-s  jireferring  their  old 


leagues  ” and  “ laliores.’’  At  this  time  the 
Caddo  Indians  on  the  northea,''tern  frontier 
were  under  treaty  with  the  United  States. 
They  had  been  very  troiible.some,  showing  a 
disposition  to  unite  and  amalgamate  with  the 
wilder  tribes. 

The  most  important  question  whi(di  occu- 
pied the  attention  (jf  the  congress  of  1837 
was  that  of  the  land  bill.  iJurino  this  and 
the  called  session  in  the  f;dl  the  matter  wa." 
repeatedly  brought  up,  and  several  acts 
amendatory  to  the  original  one  were  passed. 
Besides  the  problem  of  surveying  the  public 
land  into  sections,  there  were  many  other 
knotty  difficulties  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
lands,  to  titles,  grants,  etc.  Since  the  closing 
of  the  land  offices  in  November,  1830,  (pies- 
tions  concerning  imperfect  titles  had  in- 
creased in  the  commissioners’  offices,  and  the 
grants  to  empresarios  and  titles  depending 
thereon  had  to  be  considered.  To  distintriiish 
legitimate  claims  and  guard  against  fraud 
was  a most  difficult  matter,  and  to  frame  a 
bill  that  would  defeat  the  ingenuity  of  land 
stealers  without  violatino;  the  riohts  of  citi- 
zens  of  Texas,  justly  acquired  under  the  old 
Mexican  legislation,  and  even  under  old 
Texan  legislation  itself,  was  almost  an  im- 
possibility. Moreover,  land  bounties  had 
been  granted  to  the  volunteers  who  had  .-io 
valiantly  stej>ped  forward  to  aid  Texas  in  her 
j direst  need,  and  land  scrip  had  been  sold  in 
the  United  States.  To  protect  the  soldier 
and  colonist  in  the  priority  of  choice  of  loca- 
tion, against  uiiprincipled  speculators  who 
supported  their  prior  claims  by  perjury,  was 
no  easy  matter.  Head-rights  of  individuals 
were  purchased  by  numbers  of  persons  who 
never  intended  to  make  Texas  their  home. 
Names  of  natives,  to  whom  exceptional 
[udvileges  as  to  the  area  of  grants  were  ex- 
' tended,  were  u?ed  to  siil)stantiate  claims,  and 
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in  default  of  this  recourse  fictitious  names 
were  supplied,  and  liead-ripjhts  obtained 
under  them.  No  legislature  has  ever  had  \ 
the  task  of  unraveling  a more  complicated  j 
(Uitiiiiglement  of  just  with  unjust  claims,  or  j 
has  been  caile<l  upon  to  devise  a law  that 
could  discriminate  between  rights  almost 
ecjuipoised  in  the  scale  of  justice.  After 
some  temporary  legislation  a general  land 
law  was  at  length  adopted,  with  the  following 
provisions:  _ For  each  county  a surveyor  was 
to  be  appointed,  and  a board  of  commis- 
sioners whose  duty  it  was  to  investigate  | 
claims  for  head-ricrhts,  and  grant  certiHcates 
upon  proof  of  right  being  established.  Per- 
sons advancing  claims  under  the  old  colon- 
ization laws  were  required  to  take  oath  that 
they  were  resident  in  Texas  at  the  time  of  the 
declaration  of  independence,  that  they  had 
nut  left  the  country  during  the  campaign  of 
the  spring  of  1830,  and  prove  by  two  or 
more  creditable  witnesses  that  they  were 
actually  citizens  of  Texas  at  the  date  of  that 
declaration.  In  this  provision  widows  and 
orphans  were  excepted.  Conflicting  claims 
were  to  be  tried  before  the  nearest  justice  of 
the  peace  and  six  disinterested  jurors.  Em- 
presario  contiacts  having  ceased  with  JMexi- 
can  domination,  all  vacant  lands  within  such 
grants  were  declared  the  property  of  the  Re- 
public. On  the  whole  this  law  was  a very 
good  one,  though  somewhat  imperfect. 

Among  the  acts  of  this  congress,  one  was 

n O’ 

for  the  sale  of  Galve-ton  and  other  islands  in 
lots  of  ten  to  forty  acres,  and  the  result  was 
an  impetiis  to  the  growth  of  Galveston,  soon 
making  it  the  most  important  seaport  in 
Texas. 

During  the  last  sessi(ni  of  this  congress, 

O O' 

this  year  (1837)  much  attention  was  paid  to 
the  incorporation  of  towns  at)d  to  the  boun- 
daries of  old  counties  and  the  creation  of  new 


counties.  The  towns  of  Shelbyville,  Bra- 
zoria, Richmond,  San  Felipe  de  Austin,  La- 
grange, San  Antonio,  Victoria,  Gonzalez, 
Matagorda,  Mina,  Houston,  Washington, 
Crockett,  Refugio,  Columbia,  Clarksville, 
Lexington,  ^lilam,  Goliad,  San  Fatricio  and 
Jonesborough  were  all  incorporated  during 
this  session;  and  the  new  counties  of  Mont- 
gomery, Fayette,  Fannin,  Robertson  and 
Fort  Bender  were  created.  Some  of  the 
above  mentioned  towns,  however,  had  been 
incorporated  once  before. 

As  to  the  general  condition  of  Texas  at 
this  time,  and  the  outlook,  it  may  be  said 
that  there  was  a promise  of  permanency  and 
success;  the  crops  had  been  unexpectedly 
good;  immigrants  were  flocking  into  the 
country,  and  the  revenue  from  tariff  duties 
proportionately  increased;  lands  were  rising 
in  price;  commerce  was  assuming  a prosper- 
ous condition;  nothina;  was  to  be  fe.ired  from 
Mexico  for  the  present,  as  that  nation  was  in 
a difficulty  with  France;  and  the  western 
frontier  was  enjoying  a rest  from  war,  al- 
though Indians  kept  up  their  usual  depreda- 
tions. (See  a subsequent  section,  to  befuund 
by  the  index.) 

From  the  reports  of  the  State  officers,  it  is 
seen  that  10,890  certificates  of  laud  title  had 
been  issued  by  the  different  county  boards 
up  to  November  1,  1838,  representing  20,- 
242,199  acres;  that  up  to  October  15,  2.990,- 
000  acres  had  been  distributed  to  soldiers  as 
land  bounties;  that  the  issues  of  land  .scrip 
amounted  to  2.193,000  acres,  of  which  scrip 
to  the  amount  of  870,000  acres  had  been  re- 
turned by  the  agents,  and  a jiortion.  repre- 
senting 00,800  acres,  had  been  funded.  But 
financially,  the  outlook  was  bad.  The  puldir 
debt  had  Ixien  increased,  and  the  credit  of  the 
Republic  was  nearly  exhausted.  Consider- 
able legislation  was  enacted  with  referenee  tu 
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the  public  Hiiances,  witli  the  prospect  that 
iinmiorration  and  tlie  increased  interest  taken 

O 

in  Texan  securities  by  persons  in  the  United 
States,  the  way  out  of  tlieir  difficulties  would 
he  found  in  due  time. 

Hy  the  constitution  the  term  of  office  of  i 
the  president  was  limited  to  two  years,  with-  i 
out  his  hein<r  eliorihle  for  re-election:  sue-  i 
ceeding  presidents  were  to  Imld  their  office  , 
for  three  years.  Consecjuently  Houston’s 
term  expired  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber, 1838.  The  election  was  held  in  Sep- 
tember, the  candidates  beimr  Mirabeau  Ik 
Lamar,  Peter  W.  Grayson,  .lames  Col- 
lingsworth and  Robert  Wilson;  but  before 
the  election  Grayson  and  Collingsworth  both 
committed  suicide!  Ijamar  was  chosen  pres- 
ident almost  unanimously,  and  David  (L 
Burnett,  vice-president. 

In  his  inaugural  address  Lamar  opposed 
annexation  to  the  United  States  very  decid- 
edly, claiming  that  such  an  act  would  be  the 
grave  of  all  her  hopes  of  happiness  and  great 
ness.”  In  his  messaore,  which  was  a lono 
one,  he  urged  the  speedy  adoption  of  a sys- 
tem of  public  education,  the  promotion  of  a 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  industry 
by  the  appropriation  of  lands  for  educational 
purposes  and  the  establishment  of  a univer- 
sity; and  lie  also  recommended  reform  in  the 
municipal  code.  He  advocated  severe  meas- 
ures against  the  hostile  Indians,  considering 
that  they  had  broken  their  treaties,  and  that 
the  whites  were  therefore  under  no  further 
obligation  to  observe  them.  With  regard  to  j 
the  savages,  “extinction  or  expulsion”  was  j 
his  policy.  For  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tier he  proposed  the  establisliment  of  a line 
of  military  posts,  and,  as  a general  protec- 
tion against  Mexico,  the  organization  of  a 
militia  and  the  encouragement  of  volunteer 
associations.  While  he  was  a free-trader  in 


(/J 

I the  abstract,  in  view  of  the  financial  distress 
of  the  Republic,  he  recommended  a continu- 
ance of  the  tariff  system  then  in  vogue  for  a 
short  time  longer,  in  order  to  maintain  the 
good  credit  of  the  country. 

But  with  all  that  Texas  could  do,  her  debt 
I'rightfiilly  increased.  One  historian  says 
that  during  ti.e  three  years  of  Lamar's  ad- 
ministration the  [)ublic  debt  increased  from 
81, 887,520  to  $7,300,000,  and  that  the  se- 
curities decreased  from  65  and  85  to  15  and 
20  cents;  but,  accordino-  to  ex-President 
Houston’s  subsequent  report,  matters  were 
not  quite  so  bad  as  that.  Great  allowance 
had  to  be  made  for  the  [leculiarity  of  the  sit 
nation. 

A KEi5r;euo.v. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1838  the  Nacog- 
doches rebellion  occurred,  when  a consider- 
able number  of  Mexican  settlers  assembled 
on  the  banks  of  the  Anaelina,  with  300  In- 

O 

dians,  under  the  leadership  of  Nathaniel 
Norris,  Vicente  Cordova,  and  others.  Their 
numbers  soon  increased.  President  Hous- 
ton, who  was  then  at  Nacogdoches,  received 
a communication  from  these  leaders,  dis- 
claimino'  allegiance  to  Texas.  The  malcon- 

o 

tents  then  directed  their  march  to  the  Chero- 
kee nation.  President  Houston  sent  out 
General  Rusk,  with  the  main  body  of  the 
army,  to  the  headquarters  of  Bowles,  tin? 
Cherokee  chief,  while  Major  Augustin,  with 
150  men,  followed  the  trail  of  the  malcon- 
tents. Rusk  presently  discovered  that  the 
Mexican  leaders  had  gone  to  the  head -waters 
of  the  Trinity  river,  his  followers  had  dis- 
persed and  many  of  them  returned  to  theii- 
homes  without  any  blood  being  shed.  The 
I precise  object  of  this  attempt  at  revolution 
I has  never  been  fully  explained.  Conlo\a 
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liad  been  in  correspondence  with  tlie  enemy 
at  Matamoras,  and  appears  to  have  held  a 
commission  from  Filisola  to  raise  the  Ind'ans 
as  auxiliaries  to  the  Mexican  army.  Eaidy 
in  1839,  Filisola  was  succeeded  by  General 
Canalizo,  who,  February  27,  issued  instruc- 
tions to  the  cup‘;iins  and  chiefs  of  the  friendly 
nations,  incitintr  then  to  wni^re  incessant  war 
against  Texas,  and  laying  down  a |»lan  of 
campaign  for  their  guidance.  He  said  that 
Mexico  was  engaged  in  a war  with  France, 
and  could  not  at  the  time  resume  operations 
against  tlie  levolted  province;  but  the 
friendly  tribes  had  it  in  their  power  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  taking  advantage  of 
fortunate  circumstances.  They  were,  how- 
ever, cal^;io!’^'d  not  to  advatice  too  near  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States,  but  should  oc- 
cupy the  lines  of  San  Antonio  de  Bejar 
about  the  Guadalupe,  and  from  the  heads  of 
the  San  Marcos  to  its  mouth.  This  po- 
sition would  have  the  advantage  of  keeping 
the  enemy  in  front  and  a friendly  nation  in 
the  rear,  besides  cutting  off  the  enemy’s 
commerce  with  the  interior  of  Mexico,  and 
furnishing  abundant  spoil.  They  were  “not 
to  cease  ” to  harass  the  enemy  for  a single 
day,  to  burn  their  hai»itations,  lay  waste  their 
titdds  and  pi-event  them  from  ass<mibling  in 
great  numbers,  by  rapid  and  well  concerted 
efforts.  In  case  they  should  succeed  in  unit- 
ing in  a consideial>le  number,  they  were  to 
be  harassed  day  and  night,  and  operations  to 
Ite  directed  with  the  greatest  vigor  against 
distant  points.  ]\[anuel  Flores  was  appointed 
commissioner  to  the  Indians,  to  o{)erate  with 
them  as  allies,  and  also  to  enlist  the  sei’vices 
of  Coi'dova. 

But  the  best-laid  scheme  of  this  man  went 
“ agley for  as  Flores  was  passing  through 
Texas  with  about  twenty-five  ]\[exicans  and 
Indians,  he  was  taken  by  a Texan  force  under 


James  ().  Bice  and  killed.  Fhires’  men  had 
committed  several  murders;  and  in  the  en 
gagement,  which  occurred  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Austin,  the  men  were  put  to  flight. 
The  coi-respondence  with  reference  to  the  en 
listment  of  the  Indians  and  Cordova  thus  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Texans  and  the  plot 
was  made  knowm. 

TllK  INDI.V.NS. 

The  Texan  government  then  resolved  to 
remove  the  Cherokees,  upon  whose  rich  and 
beautiful  lands  the  whites  were  constantly 
encroaching.  Accordingly.  Colonel  Burle- 
son, from  the  Colorado,  Colonel  Landrum, 
with  his  regiment  from  eastern  Texas,  and 
General  Rusk,  with  the  Xacogdoches  regi- 
ment, were  ordered  to  invade  the  territory. 
The  whole  force,  about  500  men,  was  placed 
under  the  command  of  General  Doiudass. 

D 

Xegotiations  for  the  peaceable  removal  of 
the  tribe  to  Arkansas  having  failed,  on  July 
15,  Douglass  advanced  against  the  Indian 
camp,  on  arriving  at  wdiiclt  he  found  that  the 
Indians  had  retreated  liigher  up  the  riv^er. 
He  found  them,  about  800  strong,  and  a run- 
ning  fight  with  them  for  several  days  drove 
them  from  their  lands.  Their  crops  were 
also  destroyed,  with  the  idea  that  they  were 
being  raised  in  order  to  co-operate  with  the 
Mexicans.  A few  of  the  exjwlled  owmers, 
however,  did  not  leave  the  country,  but  re- 
mained along  the  Colorado  and  coiitinued  to 
hai-ass  the  settlers. 

But  the  most  hostile  and  troublesome  In- 
dians were  the  Comanches.  In  February, 
1840,  showing  a disposition  to  enter  into  a 
ti-eaty  of  peace,  twelve  of  their  principal 
chiefs  met,  March  19,  the  Texan  eommission- 
ers  at  Bejar,  where  General  II.  D.  McLeod 
was  in  command.  It  was  known  that  the 
Com:mches  had  thirteen  white  captives  in 
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their  power,  and  the  release  of  these  was  de- 
manded. The  Indians  brought  forward  only 
one,  a little  girl.  After  a brief  discussion, 
in  which  the  Indians  e.xhibited  detiance,  an 
order  was  sent  to  Captain  Howard,  to  bring 
his  company  into  the  council  room;  and  as 
soon  as  the  men  had  taken  their  position  the 
chiefs  were  informed  that  they  would  be  de- 
tained as  prisoners  until  the  captives  were 
surrendered.  A terrible  conflict  ensued;  the 
twelve  chiefs,  armed,  were  all  killed  in  the 
council  room,  while  the  warriors  in  the  yard 
outside  maintained  a desperate  tight.  All 
were  finally  slain,  thirty-two  in  number, 
while  seven  women  and  children  were  made 
prisoners. 

Naturally  the  Comanches  in  general  were 
resolved  on  revenge  for  what  they  considered 
treachery,  and  in  return  for  the  destruction 
of  so  many  of  their  chiefs.  With  a band  of 
<)00  they  raided  Linnville  and  the  vicinity  of 
Victoria,  which  latter  place  they  made  two 
efforts  to  capture,  and  carried  off  to  their 
homes  immense  numbers  of  live  stock  and 
large  amounts  of  other  property.  During 
August  (1840)  the  whites  had  several  skir- 
mishes with  them,  under  command  of  General 
Feli.x  Houston,  and  drove  them  away,  with 
considerable  loss.  Furthermore,  on  October 
5th  following,  Col.  John  II.  Moore,  with 
ninety  Texans  and  twelve  Lipan  Indians,  was 
sent  up  the  Colorado  in  pursuit  of  the  escaped 
Comanches,  and  on  reaching  them  he  des- 
troyed their  village  and  killed  many  of  the 
escaping  Indians.  The  rout  was  complete, 
and  Lamar’s  system  of  extermitiation  or  ex- 
tinction was  for  once  thoioughiv  carried  out. 

SA.VI'A  I K KX  ri'On  KIN. 

A comparatively  long  interval  of  peace 
' with  Mexico  was  occasioned  by  internal  strifes 


eralists”  failed  to  establish  their  “Republic 
of  the  Rio  Grande,”  a scheme  wholly  ignored 
by  the  Texans.  The  latter,  however,  as  has 
already  been  remarked,  claimed  all  the  terri- 
tory east  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  its  source, 

I whiidi  was  indeed  much  farther  into  the  in- 
I terior  than  they  were  warranted  in  going. 
Accordingly,  in  1841,  they  sent  out  au  expe- 
dition toward  Santa  Fe,  in  order  more  per- 
fectly to  establish  their  possession  to  that 
section  of  the  country.  This  scheme  was  a 
wild  one,  from  the  fact  that  the  population 
of  Santa  Fe  was  thoroughly  Mexican,  and 
separated  from  the  Texas  settlements  by  an 
Indian  country  fully  000  miles  in  width. 
Indeed  it  was  not  sanctioned  by  the  Texan 
congress,  and  the  scheme  was  wholly  Lamar’s. 
He  proclaimed  in  advance  to  the  authorities 
at  Santa  Fe  the  object  of  the  expedition.  If 
they  in  that  section  were  unwilling  to  submit 
to  Texas,  said  he,  then  he  wished  to  establish 
friendly  commercial  relations  with  New  Mex- 
ico. He  instructed  his  commander  not  to 
subjugate  the  country  if  the  people  were  un- 
willing to  submit;  the  military  organization 
of  the  expedition  was  only  for  protection 
against  the  savages.  The  expedition,  con- 
sisting of  270  soldiers,  left  Austin  June  20, 
1841,  and  met  with  many  disasters,  and,  after 
some  loss  of  men,  was  captured  before  it 
reached  Santa  Fe,  and  most  of  the  men  sent 
to  the  City  of  Mexico,  where  they  were  kept 
in  prison  for  a time.  Among  them  was  the 
commissioner,  J.  A.  Nava,^o,-  who,  after 
languishing  in  prison  for  fourteen  months, 
finally  escaped  at  Vera  Cruz,  in  January,  1845. 

I.OCA'I'IO.N  OF  TUK  CAFITAK 

January,  14,  1830,  Congress  appointed 
five  commissioners  to  select  a site  for  the 
capital  of  the  republic.  The  cnmmissiouer.s 
were  .Albert  C.  Horton,  hewis  F.  Cook,  Isaac 
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W.  Bw  rton,  William  Menifee  and  J.  Camp- 
bell, who  made  clioiee  of  the  location  wl\ere 
Austin  now  stands.  Although  at  that  date 
the  new  town,  whicli  was  im mediately  laid 
out,  was  situated  on  the  extreme  frontier  of 
the  settlements,  the  commissioners  showed 
their  wisdom  in  their  selection.  They  aimed 
at  establishing  a permanent  capital,  udiich 
would  Occupy  a central  ])osition  when  Texas 
had  become  a thickly  populated  country;  and 
though,  the  government  would  be  near  the 
Indians,  Austin  as  the  seat  would  draw  set- 
tlers more  rapidly  westward. 

During  the  month  of  November,  1840,  the 
congress  assembled  there,  surrounded  by  the 
wilderness.  The  seat  of  government  for  the 
Republic  of  Texas,  like  that  of  most  other 
new  governments,  was  subject  to  frequent 
change.  The  following  is  the  order,  with  the 
dates: 

1.  San  Felipe,  November,  1835. 

2.  Washington,  March,  1836. 

3.  Harrisburg,  same  month. 

4.  Galveston,  April  16,  1836. 

5.  Velasco,  May,  1836. 

6.  Columbia,  October,  1836. 

7.  Houston,  May,  1837. 

8.  Austin,  October,  1839. 

9.  Iluuston,  in  1842  a short  time. 

10.  Washington,  November,  1842. 

11.  Austin.  1845  to  tlie  present  time. 

4 he  new  State  ca[)i'ol  has  a length  of  566 
feet  6 inci  es.  im  lusive  of  porticos;  width, 
288  fet  t 10  indies  at  widest  point;  height, 
311  feet  from  grade  line  to  top  of  statute  on 
dome.  It  cmitains  258  rooms,  and  is  second 
o ily  in  size  to  the  capitol  at  Washington, 
and  is  the  seventh  largest  building  in  the 
world. 

The  State  executive  offices  are  located  on 
the  first  floor,  as  follows:  Governor,  sec- 

retary of  State,  comptroller,  treasurer,  super- 


intendent of  public  instruction,  adjutant 
general,  attorney-general,  commissioner  of 
agriculture,  insurance,  statistics  and  history, 
su[)erintendent  of  puldic  buildings  and 
grounds  and  State  geologist;  also  the  police 
department  and  offices  of  the  electrician  and 
janitor. 

The  senate  chamber  and  hall  of  house  of 
representatives.  State  library  and  remling- 
rooms,  I'eception  and  consultation  rooms  r>f 
the  governor,  president  of  the  senate,  speaker 
of  the  house  and  the  lecjislative  committee 
rooms  are  located  on  the  second  floor. 

The  supreme  court,  court  of  appeals,  law 
library,  galleries  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives and  senate  chamber,  and  reporters’  gal- 
leries, and  marshal’s,  clerks’  and  other  offices 
of  the  judicial  department  are  located  on  the 
third  floor. 

The  fourth  floor  consists  of  twenty- three 
unassigned  rooms. 

All  the  conveniences  necessary  to  a com- 
plete modern  structure  have  been  incorpor- 
ated in  the  buildinor. 

The  following  brief  description  of  the 
capitol  is  copied  from  the  ‘‘Official  Guide  to 
the  Texas  Capitol,”  by  Charles  N.  McLaugh- 
lin: 

‘‘  The  building  is  located  on  a command- 
ing elevation,  near  the  center  of  the  city  of 
Austin,  in  the  square  originally  selected  for 
the  capitol  of  the  Republic  of  Texas.  It  is 
shaped  like  a Greek  cross,  with  projecting 
center  and  flanks,  having  a rotunda  and 
dome  at  the  intersection  of  the  main  corri- 
dors. The  exterior  walls  are  built  of  Texas 
red  granite,  from  the  inexhaustible  quarries 
of  Burnet  county.  This  granite  is  pro- 
nounced by  ex[)erts  to  be  equal  to  any  in  the 
world,  both  in  beauty  and  imperishability. 
The  stately  ideas  of  ancient  builders  have 
been  blended  with  the  useful  of  the  modeiii, 
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aiul  the  whole  conception  and  aim  seems  to 
have  been  to  meet  the  practical  demands  of  a 
progressive  and  cnltnred  people.  AV^herever 
it  was  pr.actieable  Texas  material  has  been 
used  in  the  building,  and  the  fact  that  nearly 
all  the  material  used  is  native,  is  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  woudei-rnl  and  vaiaed  resources  of 
'I'exas.  JJesides  the  granite  a vast  amount 
of  other  material,  includiim  stone,  lime,  wood, 
brick,  etc.,  and  many  otlier  articles,  were 
secured  in  Texas,  so  that  it  may  be  said  the 
State  house  is  built  for  Texas  land,  out  of 
Texas  material.” 

RECOGXITION  BY  FOKKIGN  POWERS. 

During  the  first  presidency  of  Mr.  Hous- 
ton, General  J.  Ik  Henderson  was  sent  to 
London  and  Paris  to  obtain  an  acknowl- 
edgment from  those  countries  of  Texan  inde- 
pendence; and  from  the  first  the  British 
government  was  favorably  disposed,  on  ac- 
count of  Texas  being  an  agricultural  country 
and  the  people  inclined  to  free  trade,  thus 
opening  new  channels  for  English  commerce. 
France,  indeed,  recognized  the  independence 
of  Texas  in  1839,  but  this  friendly  relation 
was  soon  interrupted  by  a ridiculous  affair 
until  some  time  in  1842.  Holland  and  Bel- 
gium recognized  it  in  1840,  and  England  in 
1841.  But  all  the  efforts  made  to  obtain  a 
like  recognition  from  Mexico  failed.  In  this 
connection  the  following  passage  from  Ban- 
croft's history  will  be  appropriate: 

“In  1839  the  Texan  government,  enter- 
taining some  expectation  that  Mexico  would 
l)e  inclined  to  listen  to  proposals  for 
peace,  sent  Bernard  E.  Bee  as  diplomatic 
agent  to  that  government.  Bee  arrived  at 
Vera  Cruz  in  May,  where  he  remained  ten 
days,  pending  the  decision  of  the  government 
'virli  regard  to  hi''  rect^ptinii.  He  wascoiii't- 


eoiisly  treated  bv  General  Victoria,  Governor 
of  Vera  Cruz,  during  his  stay  in  that  city. 
The  Alexican  authorities  finally  decided  not 

! to  receive  him,  and  heeml)arkod  for  Havana. 

Hi 

Texas,  however,  had  a secret  aoent  in  the 
Mexican  capital,  who,  in  1840,  under  the 
auspices  of  Pa  -kenham,  the  English  minister 
in  that  city,  succeeded  in  siibmittiiig  to  the 
government  the  basis  of  a treaty  of  peace. 
Packerdiain,  moreover,  offered  to  act  as  me- 
diator. The  treaty  and  the  offer  were  alike 
rejected  by  Mexico.  In  1841  the  British 
government,  without  waiting  for  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications  of  the  mediation  con- 
vention, officially  instructed  Packenham  to 
bring  before  the  Mexican  authorities  the 
proffer  of  Great  Britain  to  mediate  between 
that  ])ower  and  Texas;  and  Mr.  Burnley, 
provided  with  a letter  of  introduction  to  him 
from  Lord  Palmerston,  proceeded  to  Mexico 
as  negotiator  on  the  part  of  Texas.  James 
AVebb  also  was  sent  from  Texas  as  commis- 
sioner to  open  and  conduct  the  negotiations; 
but  he  was  not  received,  and  immediately 
returned.  Mexico  paid  no  more  heed  to  the 
British  nation  than  she  had  done  to  her 
di|domatic  agent.  She  uidiesitatingly  de- 
clined any  such  mediation,  refused  to  enter- 
tain the  question  of  peace  unless  Texas  re 
signed  her  claim  to  independent  sovereignty, 
and  prepared  for  war.” 

PRESIDENTS  LAMAR's  AND  HOUSTON’S  ADMINIS- 
TRATIONS. 

The  presidential  election  of  September, 
1841,  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Sam  Houston 
again,  by  a vote  of  7.915  votes  against  3,613 
for  David  G.  Burnett.  Edward  Burleson 
was  elected  vice-president,  against  Mennican 
Hunt,  with  a much  smaller  majority. 

^Vhen  congn^ss  met  iii  Vovember,  Lamar 
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U I STORY  OF  TEXAS 


opened  his  message  with  congratulations  upon 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  but  advised 
hostilities  with  Mexico,  stating  that  he  bad 
already  sent  tlie  Texan  navy  to  co-operate 
with  the  government  of  Yucatan,  wliicli  Iiad 
lately  declared  her  independence  of  Mexico. 
Lamar’s  administration  was  a bad  one.  He 
was  too  military  and  sanguine.  During  his 
administration  the  question  of  annexation  to 
tlie  United  States  lay  quiescent.  The  Gov- 
ernment at  Washington  consistently  main- 
tained that  so  long  as  Texas  was  at  war  with 
Mexico  and  the  United  Stares  at  peace  wdth 
her,  annexation  would  be  a breach  of  treaty 
with  her  and  involve  our  Government  in  war 
with  her;  and,  on  account  of  public  criticism 
and  the  labors  of  his  office,  he  obtained  per- 
mission for  absence  from  his  office  during 
the  last  year  of  the  term,  while  the  govern- 
ment was  administered  by  the  vice-president, 
David  G.  Burnett. 

President  Houston,  on  the  opening  of  his 
second  tenn,  did  not  hesitate  to  announce 
that  his  administration  would  be  guided  by 
a policy  directly  opposite  to  that  of  his  pred- 
ecessor, advocating  a kinder  and  more  patient 
course  with  regard  both  to  Mexico  and  the 
Indians.  Financially,  he  made  a number  of 
recommendations  to  improve  the  treasury 
and  the  credit  of  the  Kepubiic.  As  long  as 
Texas  was  able  to  borrow  she  had  been  bor- 
rowing, and  as  long  as  her  paper  was  of  any 
value  at  all  she  issued  it  and  lived  on  the 
proceeds,  no  matter  how  ruinous  the  rate. 
On  the  recommendation  of  President  Hous- 
ton congress  adopted  a policy  of  retrench- 
ment, abolishing  many  unimportant  offices 
and  cutting  down  the  salaries  of  the  govern-  | 
ment  oflicers  to  less  than  half.  A system  of 
economy  w'as  likewise  practiced  in  all  the  : 
departments  of  the  government.  During  the 
administration  of  Lamar  the  ti'casui'ci'  paid 


out  §4,855,215,  while  dui-ing  a like  term. 
Houston’s  second,  only  §493,175,  the  prin- 
cipal difference  being  caused  by  the  infla- 
tion of  low  credit. 

THE  ME.XICAN  AVAR. 

As  an  argument  for  annexation  to  the 
United  States,  it  was  stated  that  Mexico  had 
for  six  years  failed  to  reconquer  Texas  or 
even  sent  an  army  within  her  borders,  and 
that  the  war  therefore  might  be  considered 
ended,  although  no  formal  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  Texas  had  been  made  by  the 
mother  country.  Her  prolonged  inactivity 
might  be  considered  an  acknowledgment  that 
reconquest  was  impossible. 

Mexico,  however,  in  order  to  make  good 
her  claim,  prepared  at  the  close  of  1841  to 
invade  Texas.  On  January  9,  1842,  General 
Arista  issued  a proclamation  from  his  head- 
quarters at  Monterey  that  the  Mexican  nation 
would  never  consent  to  the  separation  of  the 
territory,  and  that  it  was  owing  only  to  the 
civil  wars  in  Mexico  that  no  effort  had  re- 
cently been  made  to  subjugate  Texas.  He 
declared  that  his  country  was  determined  to 
recover  her  rights  through  the  only  means 
left  her,  namely,  persuasion  or  war;  that  hos- 
tilities would  be  directed  against  only  those 
who  sustained  and  fought  to  maintain  the 
Texan  nationality;  and  he  called  upon  the 
people  to  reflect  and  consider  their  own  in- 
terests, and  return  to  their  alleo-iance. 

On  March  5,  General  Jial'ael  A^asquez  ap- 
peared before  San  Antonio  de  Bejar  at  the 
head  of  500  men.  The  Texan  force  there, 
being  small,  evacuated  when  the  suriciider 
of  the  town  was  demanded.  Vascpie/.  en- 
tered the  place,  hoisted  the  Mexican  flag  and 
depai’ted.  About  the  satne  time  small  foiccs 
of  Me.\icans  occupied  Befugio  and  Goliad, 
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and  also  soon  ivtired.  Aroiisfd,  the  Texans 
iii'istled  lip  for  another  engagement,  and 
Houston,  on  the  lOtli  of  March,  issued  a 
proclamation  calling  upon  all  citizens  sub- 
ject to  military  duty  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  repair  to  the  scene  of  action  in 
the  event  of  a formidable  invasion.  On  the 
21st  he  addressed  a letter  to  Santa  Anna, 
again  in  power,  which  was  published  far  and 
wide.  In  it  were  criticisms  incited  by  inju- 
dicious correspondence  between  him  (Santa 
Anna)  and  Bernard  E.  Bee  and  General 
llainiltoD.  Santa  Anna  declared  that  Mex- 
ico would  not  cease  her  efforts  until  she  had 
planted  her  standard  upon  the  Sabine.  Hous- 
ton replied  promptly  and  boldly,  that  Texas 
would  never  yield,  writing  a very  eloquent 
letter  to  the  old  treacherous  Mexican.  He 
declared  blockaded  all  the  Mexican  ports  on 
the  eastern  coast  from  Tabasco,  includiiu'- 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Brazos 
Santiago.  The  Texan  navy  at  this  time  con- 
sisted of  four  vessels,  the  other  vessels  that 
had  been  purchased  by  authority  of  the  con- 
gress having  been  wrecked.  These  vessels 
were  transferred  to  the  United  States  the 
next  year,  upon  annexation. 

By  the  way,  it  may  be  observed  that  when 
Vasquez  occupied  San  Antonio  much  alarm 
was  felt  for  the  safety  of  Austin  and  the  gov- 
ernment archives.  The  president  removed 
his  cabinet  to  Houston,  where  congress  held 
its  special  session  of  June  27,  1842,  and  this 
aggravated  the  indignation  of  the  people  of 
Austin.  A vigilance  committee  was  formed, 
the  records  were  packed  in  boxes  and  a guard 
placed  over  them.  Besides,  a force  was  sent 
out  to  guard  the  roads,  to  see  that  no  wagon 
passed  with  the  archives.  December  10, 
1842,  Houston  instructed  Captain  Thomas  I. 
Smith  to  raise  a company  secretly  and  bring 
the  most  necessary  books  and  documents  to 


'JS 

Washington,  where  congress  was  to  convene 
in  regular  session  that  month.  Smith  avoided 
the  regular  patrols  l»y  a circuitous  route,  en- 
tered Austin  December  30,  at  night,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  loading  three  wagons  wdth  records. 
This  act  was  a surprise  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Austin.  Smith  hastened  back,  after  having 
been  fired  upon  without  effect  by  Captain 
Mark  B.  Lewis,  who,  havino-  rallied  a volun- 
teer  company  and  procured  a cannon  from 
the  arsenal,  fired  at  the  intruders.  Smith  en- 
camped at  Kinney’s  fort  on  Brushy  creek, 
and  on  the  followinor  mornini;  discovered 
that  Lewis,  with  his  cannon  pointed,  had 
taken  a position  in  front.  After  some  par- 
ley, Smith  agreed  to  take  the  wagons  back 
to  Austin.  This  affair  has  been  called  the 
Archive  war.  No  further  attempt  was  made 
to  remove  the  records.  The  Austin  people 
retained  them  until  1845,  wdien,  on  occasion 
of  the  annexation  convention  being  sum- 
moned to  meet  in  July,  they  delivered  them 
over  to  the  administration  of  Anson  Jones, 
on  condition  that  the  convention  should 
assemble  at  Austin. 

THE  WAK  OF  THE  “ MODERATOK3  ” AND  ‘‘KEG- 
UI.ATOR3.” 

This  breeze  took  place  during  the  second 
administration  of  President  Houston,  in 
1842.  Early  in  this  century  the  “ neutral 
ground”  became  the  asylum  of  adventurers 
and  desperate  men.  Land  commissioners, 
especially  in  Shelby  county,  found  a profit- 
able business  in  issuing  “headright”  certifi- 
cates. During  this  year  one  Charles  W. 
Jackson,  a fugitive  from  justice,  arrived  in 
Shelby  county  from  Louisiana,  and  offered 
himself  as  a candidate  for  the  Texan  con- 
gress. Beintr  defeated,  he  undertook  to  ex- 
pose  the  land  frauds,  declaring  that  his  de- 
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i'cat  WHS)  owing  to  tlie  opposition  of  the  party 
connected  with  them.  He  notified  tlie  gen- 
eral land  office  of  the  illegal  proceedings  had 
there,  and  a man  named  Joseph  Good  bread 
intimated  that  his  life  was  in  daiirrer  if  he 

O 

did  not  desist.  Jackson  shot  iiim  dead  on  the 
spi)t.  He  was  called  to  trial,  the  court  was 
tlironged  by  armed  men,  and  the  judge  failed 
to  appear.  The  Louisianian  then  organized 
bis  party,  under  the  name  of  “Regulators.” 
riieir  operations  were  somewhat  irregular, 
i:.d  d>>m>th‘ss  many  honest  men  lost  their 
lands,  etc  , by  their  work.  The  “ Modera- 
tors ” were  theiefore  organized  in  opposi- 
tion. and  a kind  of  warfare  was  carried  on  for 
three  years,  when  the  two  factions  drew  up 
111  actual  batJe  array  in  front  of  each  other; 
but  the  President  had  General  Smith,  with  a 
force  of  about  5U0  men,  put  a stop  to  the 
threatening  strife.  However,  many  a mur- 
der was  afterward  committed  in  quarrels 
growing  out  of  the  issues. 

THE  GREAT  WAR  CLOUD  AGAIN. 

In  1842  the  Texan  congress  resolved  on 
war  with  Mexico,  but  President  Houston  ve- 
toed the  bill  authorizing  the  undertakino-,  as 
it  was  then  beyond  their  means.  Violent 
men  were  angered  by  the  president’s  action. 
Directly,  in  July,  General  Davis  on  the 
R^ueces  was  attacked  by  Canales  with  700 
men,  500  of  whom  were  cavalry;  but  with 
only  192  men  he  repulsed  them.  Two 
months  later  General  Woll  took  possession 
of  Antonio,  after  some  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  Anglo-Texans.  After  some  discussion 
the  Texans,  fifty-two  in  number,  surrendered 
on  condition  that  they  should  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

When  it  became  known  in  Gonzales  that 
Pejar  was  again  occupied  by  the  Mexicans, 


a force  of  about  22U  men,  under  Cubmel 
Matthew  Caldwell,  assembled  in  the  Salado 
bottom,  about  six  miles  east  of  town,  and 
they  sent  Captain  Jidin  C.  Hayes  forward  to 
draw  out  the  enemy,  and  was  successful. 
Woll  came  up  with  the  remainder  of  his 
forces,  and  maintained  a fiidit  for  an  houi-. 
Meantime  a company  of  fifty-three  Texans, 
from  Payette  county,  under  the  command  of 
Nicholas  Dawson,  hastened  to  the  assistance 
of  Caldwell;  but  the  enemy  proved  too 
strong,  putting  most  of  the  Texans  to  death, 
only  two  making  their  escape;  fifteen  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  started  on  foot  toward 
the  city  of  Mexico. 

Then,  Sjptember  16,  Houston  called  for 
volunteers  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande.  About 
1,200  men  were  soon  collected  in  the  vicinity 
of  Pejar,  but  poorly  equipped  and  provisioned, 
and  there  was  also  considerable  discontent  as 
to  choice  of  officers,  many  preferring  General 
Purleson  to  Somerville,  whom  Houston  had 
appointed.  The  latter  indeed  proved  to  be  a 
]joor  general,  and  soon  returned  to  Pejar, 
while  the  most  of  his  men,  about  550  in  num- 
ber, determined  to  do  something  to  redeem 
the  expedition  from  disgrace,  choosing  Colonel 
William  S.  Fisher  as  their  commander.  Put 
after  a tight  of  a day  or  so  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mier,  they  had  to  surrender  to  the  Mexican 
General  Ampudiaand  Colonel  Canales.  The 
Texan  prisoners,  about  200  in  number,  suc- 
ceeded at  the  hacienda  del  Salado  in  makino- 
their  escape,  with  some  loss  of  life,  and  after 
seizing  some  ammunition,  guns,  etc.,  started 
on  their  way  home,  but  made  the  mistake  of 
changing  their  route  to  that  throuo-h  the 
mountainous  region,  which  proved  disastrous, 
and,  weakened  by  hunger  and  exposure,  they 
were  easily  re-captured.  Seventeen  of  these 
were  massacred  at  Salado  by  order  of  Santa 
Anna!  One  of  these,  James  L.  Shepherd  by 
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naine,  was  at  the  hrst  sliot  struck  in  tlie  face 
by  the  I)all,  hut  not  seriously  wontuicd,  and 
lie  fell  forward  and  fciirned  death.  At  nicrlit 
he  crawled  to  the  mountains,  but  compelled 
by  hunger,  after  wandering  for  several  weeks, 
surrendered  himself  and  was  taken  to  Sal- 
tillo, recognized  and  shot  in  the  public  square! 
Much  important  matter  is  condensed  in  the 
following  paragraphs,  from  hi.  H.  Bancroft, 
quoted  before: 

“On  the  subject  of  the  release  of  these 
prisoners,  much  correspondence  was  carried 
on  between  the  o-overnments  of  Texas  and 

O 

those  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
through  their  representatives.  The  expedi- 
tion under  Fisher  was  conducted  without  the 
sanction  of  tlie  Texan  crovernment,  and  in  di- 
rect  defiance  of  General  Somerville’s  order  to 
inarch  home.  By  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  it  was  regarded  as  a maraud- 
ing incursion,  and  those  powers  remonstrated 
with  Texas  when  it  sought  their  interposition 
in  behalf  of  the  prisoners.  The  defense  of 
the  Texan  government,  however,  was  based 
on  reasonable  grounds.  Admitting,  said  the 
executive,  that  they  went  without  orders  and 
were  thereby  placed  beyond  the  protection  of 
the  rules  of  war,  yet  the  Mexican  officers,  by 
proposing  terms  of  capitulation  to  the  men 
relieved  them  from  the  responsibility  which 
they  had  incurred. 

“ The  opposition  papers  of  the  time  cliarged 
the  president  with  endeavoring  to  prejudice 
Santa  Anna  against  the  prisoners  by  admitting 
that  the  movement  across  the  Rio  Grande  had 
been  made  on  their  own  responsibility.  On 
January  10,  1846,  General  Green  published 
an  address  to  the  people  of  Texas,  in  which 
he  holds  Houston  responsible  for  the  decima- 
tion of  the  prisoners,  on  the  ground  that  he 
begged  the  me,-cy  of  the  Mexican  government 
fur  them,  though  they  had  entered  Mexico  I 


contrary  to  law  and  authority.’  Green,  in 
his  journal,  expressed  himself  very  bitterly 
against  Houston,  and  brought  forward  charges 
against  him  which  the  latter  considered  so 
serious  that  he  denounced  them  as  calumnies 
before  the  United  States  Senate,  in  1854, 
when  he  was  a member  of  that  body.  Hous- 
ton dealt  as  severely  with  Green,  and  consid- 
ered that  his  book  should  receive  the  attention 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
library  of  Congress,  and  be  condemned.  Hous- 
ton’s speech  elicited  a reply  from  Gre  n, 
who,  in  scathing  terms,  assailed  hisopp  ment.” 

In  all  probability  Houston,  in  the  first 
place,  unwittingly  admitted  that  the  Mier  ex- 
pedition w'as  unauthorized,  not  thinking  that 
any  serious  consequences  could  come  from  it, 
but  that  the  statement  would  indeed  elicit 
greater  consideration  for  the  honor  of  the 
Texan  government.  At  the  same  time  the 
Texan  soldiery  were  too  zealous,  and  rushed 
forward  with  too  small  numbers  and  too  little 
equipment  for  so  formidable  an  undertaking 
as  a war  with  Mexico.  On  this  subject,  we 
think  that  neither  Houston  nor  the  soldiery 
were  criminal,  but  made  mistakes. 

What  were  left  of  the  Texan  prisoners,  107 
in  number,  were  finally  liberated  by  Santa 
Anna,  September  16,  1844,  in  commemora- 
tion of  Mexico’s  national  day. 

In  1842,  another  unsuccessful  expedition 
was  made  by  180  Texans,  under  Colonel 
Jacob  Snively,  and  authorized  by  the  presi- 
dent, acrainst  a Mexican  caravan  crossing 
territory  far  to  the  north  claimed  by  Texas. 

During  the  year  1843,  and  the  most  part 
of  1844,  Texas  enjoyed  an  armistice  from 
Mexican  hostilities,  pending  consultation  with 
the  great  powers,  concerning  a final  settle- 
ment of  difliculties,  and  the  slavery  question, 
to  a sliirlit  degree,  entered  into  the  contro- 
vei'sy.  England  was  willing  to  mediate  alone. 
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rather  than  with  the  aid  of  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  her  motives  were  supposed 
to  be  selfish. 

TEXAS  ANxNEXKI)  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Texas  presidential  election  of  Septem- 
ber, 1844,  resulted  in  a victory  for  the  anti- 
annexationists, being  a choice  of  Anson  Jones 
for  president,  who  was  known  to  be  opposed 
to  annexation.  Kenneth  L.  Anderson  was 
chosen  vice-president.  Edward  Burleson  was 
the  defeated  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
Houston,  in  his  farewell  message,  gave  a very 
cheerful  view  of  political  affairs.  But,  being 
yet  weak,  Texas  was  in  fact  only  a shuttle- 
cock for  the  stronger  powers.  Houston,  by 
his  pacific  policy,  had  brought  the  Indians  to 
terms  of  peace,  and  by  his  economical  ad- 
ministration had  improved  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  republic,  while  in  agricultural 
and  commercial  respects  Texas  began  to 
thrive.  In  his  inaugural  address  President 
Jones  said  that  his  policy  would  be  the  main- 
tenance of  the  public  credit;  the  reduction  of 
the  expenses  of  government;  the  abolishment 
of  paper  issues;  the  le vision  of  the  tariff  law; 
the  establishment  of  public  schools;  the 
speedy  attainment  of  peace  with  Mexico,  and 
just  and  friendly  relations  with  the  Indians; 
the  introduction  of  the  penitentiary  system; 
and  the  encouragement  of  internal  improve- 
ment. Kot  a word  did  he  say  with  reference 
to  annexation. 

But  annexation  loomed  up  so  rapidly  that 
Jones’  administration  was  destined  to  be 
short.  February  28,  1845,  only  three  months 
after  his  inauguration,  the  United  States 
Congress  passed  a joint  resolution  in  favor 
of  incorporating  Texas  into  the  Union.  May 
5th,  President  Jone<  proclaimed  an  election  of 
delegates  to  a conventiun  to  consider  the  adop- 


tion of  the  proposition  of  the  United  States, 
and,  meeting  at  Austin,  July  4,  they  recom- 
mended annexation,  and  submitted  to  a pop- 
ular vote  the  })ro|xjsition  of  the  United  States 
Congress,  along  with  a ju'oposed  State  con- 
stitution, which,  on  October  13,  were  ratified 
by  a vote  almost  unanimous!  February  Ih, 
184G,  President  Jones  surrendered  the  ex- 
ecutive authority  to  the  newly  elected  Gov- 
ernor, J.  Pinckney  Henderson,  who  was  in- 
augurated February  IG,  184G.  Thus  the  lone 
star  of  Texas  became  one  of  a glorious  con- 
stellation. 

TO  ARMS. 

Of  course,  this  act  of  annexation  meant 
war  with  Mexico  on  a larger  scale  than  ever. 
In  Texas,  at  this  time,  there  were  probably 
about  75,000  inhabitants,  about  4,000  of 
whom  were  Mexicans.  The  nationality  of 
the  new  State  was  very  composite.  As  to  the 
criminal  element,  there  was  no  more  of  that 
than  in  any  frontier  settlements,  which  gen- 
erally have  a class  of  ruffians  that  disappear 
on  the  approach  of  more  settled  civilization. 

AVhen  the  resolution  of  Congress  in  favor 
of  annexation  was  published,  March  7,  1845, 
General  Almonte,  the  Mexican  minister  at 
Washington,  demanded  his  passports.  AVar 
with  Mexico,  indeed,  the  Government  had 
been  preparing  for,  and  General  Zachary 
Taylor  was  ordered  to  move  from  the  Sabine 
with  a strong  force  to  Corpus  Christi,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Nueces,  at  the  end  of  June, 
1845.  In  the  meantime  the  Mexicans,  too, 
had  been  preparing  for  the  contest,  estalilish- 
ing  their  first  base  at  Matamoras.  IVe  have 
not  space  here  to  give  a full  account  of  the 
“Mexican  war,”  but  let  us  be  content  with  a 
taliular  view  of  the  principal  battles,  etc., 
which,  in  general,  is  more  satisfactory  for 
reference  than  an  extended  account: 
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lIISTOhy  Ob'  TEXAS. 


At  tlie  InittU*  on  the  llio  Gnuide,  above 
IVTatamonis,  April  26,  1846,  Captain  Thorn- 
ton, with  sixty-three  men,  was  captured  by 
General  Ampudia,  after  a loss  of  sixteen 
I i ves. 

Palo  Alto,  IVIay  8,  General  Taylor  and 
Major  liinogold,  with  2,300  men,  were  en- 
•faged  with  Arista,  who  had  about  6,000. 
American  loss,  4 killed  and  40  wounded; 
Mexican,  100  killed  and  wounded. 

Kesaca  de  la  Palma,  May  9,  General  Taylor 
and  Captain  May,  with  2,000,  were  engaged 
with  General  La  Vega,  who  had  about  5,000. 
Americati  loss,  120  killed  and  wounded; 
Mexican,  500  killed  and  wounded. 

Monterey,  September  21  to  24,  Generals 
Worth,  Quitman  and  Taylor,  with  a force  of 
6,600,  opposed  Genei'al  xAmpudia,  with  10,000. 
American  loss,  120  killed  and  368  wounded; 
Mexican,  the  city  of  Monterey  itself. 

Bracito,  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  December 
25,  Doniphan,  with  500  men,  was  engaged 
with  Ponce  de  Leon,  who  had  1,200. 

Buena  Vista,  P^ebruary  23,  1847,  General 
Taylor,  with  4,750  men,  was  engaged  with 
General  Santa  Anna,  who  had  17,000.  Tay- 
lor’s loss,  746  killed,  wounded  and  missing; 
Mexican,  1,500  killed  and  wounded. 

Sacramento,  Doniphan,  with  900  men, 
secured  the  surrender  of  Chihuahua,  defended 
by  Trias  with  4,000  men. 

Vera  Cruz,  March  12  to  27,  General  Win- 
field Scott  and  Commodore  Connor,  with 
12,000  men,  engaged  with  General  Morales, 
who  had  6,000,  and  secured  the  surrender  of 
the  city,  with  only  a loss  of  19  killed  and 
wounded. 

Cerro  Gordo,  April  18,  Generals  Scott 
and  Twiggs,  with  8,500,  were  engaged  with 
Santa  Anna,  who  had  15,000.  American 
loss,  500  killed  and  wounded;  Mexican,  3,000 
{)i'isoners  and  43  guns. 
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Contreras,  Aim'ust  20.  General  Scott,  with 
4,000  men,  engaged  by  Valencia,  with  7,000. 
American  loss,  li<rht;  Mexican,  the  batteries. 

Churubusco,  Ano-iist  20,  General  Scott, 
with  8,000  men,  ao-ainst  Santa  Anna  with 
25,000;  700  killed  and  wounded  on  each  side. 

Molino  del  Rey,  September  8,  General 
Worth,  with  7,500,  aimiiist  Alvarez  with 
14,000.  American  loss,  787  killed  and 
wounded;  Mexican,  230  killed  and  wounded. 

Chapuitepec,  September  13,  General  Scott, 
wdth  7,200,  against  Santa  Anna  and  Bravo, 
with  25,000.  American  loss,  863  killed  and 
wounded;  Mexican,  citadel  and  outworks. 

Mexico  cit}^,  September  14,  General  Scott, 
with  6,000  men,  against  Santa  Anna.  Mex- 
ican  loss,  the  city. 

Ilyamantha,  October  9,  General  Lane,  with 
500  men,  against  Santa  Anna,  with  1,000. 
American  loss,  34  killed  and  wounded;  Mex- 
ican, not  knowMi. 

In  this  ge|ieral  w’ar  the  Texans  took  the 
following  part:  The  Texas  legislature  ap- 

pointed Governor  Henderson  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Texans  who  might  be  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  On 
May  2,  1846,  a requisition  for  two  regiments 
of  infantry  and  tw'o  of  cavalry  w'as  made  on 
Texas.  Henderson  reached  the  army  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  at  Comargo,  after  the  war  had 
begun.  The  limited  means  of  transportation, 
and  uncertainty  with  regard  to  supplies, 
induced  Tayloi’,  while  on  his  march  against 
Monterey,  to  leave  a large  number  of  volun- 
I teers  on  garrison  duty  in  towns  on  the  Rio 
j Grande,  and  only  the  first  and  second  regi- 
I ments  of  the  Texan  division  accompanied  the 
' main  army  on  that  memorable  campaign. 

I In  the  attack  upon  Monterey,  the  first  regi- 
[ ment  of  mounted  volunteers  under  Colonel 
1 John  C.  Hays,  familiarly  known  as  “Jack” 
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lliiys,  tlin  (.vlc'lMiitetl  laiiLuT,  was  drladied 
and  sent  witli  General  Wortli  to  make  a 
demonstration  on  the  western  side  of  the 
town,  while  Taylor  assaulted  the  east  side. 
'I’he  city,  which  was  strongly  fortified  and 
garrisotied,  was  assailed  hy  Taylor  September 
21,  and  the  attack  lasted  three  days,  on  the 
last  of  which  Henderson  led  in  person  the 
second  regiinetit  of  Texans,  who,  dismount- 
ing, acted  as  infantry,  lieing  cut  off  from 
his  commamJ  hy  a murderous  tire,  he  narrow- 
ly escaped  death. 

In  the  meantime  Worth,  makino  a detour, 
had  gained  the  other  side  of  the  town.  On 
the  21st  he  engaged  a body  of  Mexicans  1,500 
strong;  and  it  was  mainly  owing  to  the 
strategy  of  Hays  and  the  deadly  fire  of  the 
Texan  rangers,  who  were  in  advance,  that  a 
furious  cavalry  charge  was  repulsed  and  a 
victory  gained. 

To  the  west  of  Monterey  were  two  fortified 
heights,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river,  knowm 
by  the  names  of  La  Federacion  and  Cerro  del 
Obispado,  and  commanding  tlie  approach  to 
the  place.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  a 
force  of  300  men,  half  of  them  Texans, 
stormed  and  occupied  La  Federacion  on  the 
south  side,  and  befoi-e  daylight  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  200  Texans,  led  by  Hays  and 
Walker,  with  three  companies  of  the  artillery 
battalion  and  thi-ee  companies  of  the  Eighth 
Infantry,  scaled  in  tw’O  columns,  under  cover 
of  a mist,  the  almost  perpendicular  height  of 
El  Obispado,  and  nearly  reached  the  summit 
before  the  alarm  was  given.  Then  a volley 
was  poured  down  upon  them;  but  the  work 
was  soon  taken,  and  as  fresh  troops  ar- 
rived in  support,  the  strong  fort  of  El  Obis- 
pado w'as  assaulted  and  taken.  The  Texans, 
however,  had  to  mourn  the  death  of  Captain 
Gillispie. 


Thus  the  investment  of  the  city  on  the 
west  side  was  complete;  and  during  the  next 
two  days  the  A mericans  so  successfully  pushed 
their  way  into  the  city  that  on  the  24th  Am- 
pudia  capitulated.  The  Texans  bore  a promi- 
nent part  in  the  above  engagement. 

Indeed,  all  throngh  the  war  the  Texans 
characteristically  exhibited  their  valor,  main- 
taining the  extraordinarily  high  reputation 
they  had  gained  in  former  years.  Hays’ 
regiment,  for  example,  of  which  the  rangers 
formed  the  nucleus,  was  transferred  to  Scott’s 
com  maud,  after  serving  in  Taylor’s  campaign 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  efficiency  of  these 
men  was  marked  wdierever  the  army  went. 
Serving  equally  well  on  foot  or  on  horseback, 
they  would  storm  a height  or  charge  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  with  the  same  indifference, 
intrepidity  and  success.  On  the  road  they 
xvere  the  terror  of  the  guerrilla  bands,  and  in 
the  town  they  were  objects  of  dread  to  antag- 
onists and  of  awe  to  non-combatants.  As 
Bancroft  says,  “ their  uncouth,  wild,  and  tierce 
appearance,  their  strange  garb  and  their 
reputation  for  contempt  of  every  form  of 
danger,  gained  for  them  in  Mexico  the  belief 
that  they  were  more  than  human,- — that  they 
were  beings  intermediate  between  man  and 
devil  I Jn  the  city  of  INfexico,  some  of  these 
brave,  single-hearted  and  patriotic  men  fell 
beneath  the  knives  of  assassins,  and  the  re- 
mains of  many  others  lie  buried  in  Mexican 
soil  all  the  way  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of 
Mexico.” 

Mexico  was  forced  to  the  terms  dictated 
by  the  United  States,  and  in  the  treaty  of 
peace,  signed  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  Febru- 
ary 22,  1848,  not  oidy  Texas  was  given  up, 
but  also  what  is  now  Hew  ]\Iexico,  Utah, 
Hevada,  Arizona  and  California  were  ceded 
to  the  United  States. 
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K\  KNTS  AF'I  KU  TIIK  WAU. 

While  (io\H‘nior  Henderson  was  absent  in 
conimand  of  tlie  Texan  volunteers,  his  place 
was  tilled  by  Lientenant-tJovernor  Horton. 
I)ecenil)er  21,  1847,  Georc/e  T.  Wood  was 
inano'ii rated  as  the  second  aovernor  of  the 
State,  and  John  A.  Greer  as  lieutenant- 
governor. 

During  Wood’s  administration  a dispute 
ai'ose  which  made  many  a Texan  sorry  he 
voted  for  annexation.  When  war  was  de- 
clared between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
General  S.  W.  Kearny  took  possession  of 
Santa  Fe  in  the  name  of  the  latter  govern- 
ment; and  when,  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  Hew  Mexico  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  Colonel  Munroe  was  placed  in 
command  there.  In  1848  the  Texan  legisla- 
ture sent  a judge  (Beard)  to  hold  court  there, 
still  maintaining  that  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  a portion  of  Texas,  as  at  first  de- 
cided by  them.  Colonel  Munroe,  however, 
ignored  the  Texan  judge,  and  ordered  the 
election  of  a Territorial  delegate  to  the  gov- 
ernment at  Washington.  The  controversy 
grew  violent,  and  Governor  Wood  threatened 
force.  The  Washington  government  an- 
nounced that  it  would  resist  it.  The  matter 
entered  into  national  politics  as  a new  side 
issue  between  the  North  and  the  South,  the 
latter  sympathizing  with  the  claims  of  Texas. 
This  matter  was  at  length  “settled”  by  ab- 
sorption into  another  question,  namely,  that 
of  the  public  debt  of  Texas,  soon  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

The  election  of  1849  i-esnlted  in  the  choice 
of  J'.  Hansborotmh  Bell  for  <fOvernor,  while 
John  A.  Greer  was  re-elected  lieutenant- 
governor.  For  the  next  presidential  term 
Governor  Bell  was  re-elected.  During  his 
administration  two  absorbing  questions  were 


settled, — the  boundary  line  and  the  public 
debt.  The  particulars  in  i-egard  to  these 
delicate  and  complicated  matters  are  thus 
carefully  worded  in  11.  11.  Bancroft’s  His 
tory: 

“On  the  incorporation  of  Texas  into  the 
Union,  the  United  States  Government,  of 
course,  acquired  the  revenue  derived  from 
the  customs.  These  receipts,  however,  had 
been  pledged  by  the  late  Republic  as  security 
for  the  payment  of  a certain  portion  of  her 
debt;  and  when  they  were  passed  over  to  the 
Federal  Government  the  bondholders  clamor- 
ously maintained  that  the  United  States  had 
become  responsible  for  the  liahilities  of  Texas, 
and  pressed  for  a speedy  settlement.  That 
portion  of  the  debt,  however,  for  which  the 
revenue  from  customs  was  specially  pledged, 
amounted  to  only  |868,000  ostensible  value, 
or  $611,784.50  par  value.  This  matter,  as 
well  as  the  boundary  question,  was  discussed 
at  great  length  in  both  houses,  and  January 
29,  1850,  Henry  Clay  introduced,  among 
other  ‘compromise  resolutions,’  one  designed 
to  solve  the  perplexing  questions  of  dispute 
with  Texas. 

“Meintime  tlie  excitement  with  ref>‘ard  to 
the  question  of  ownership  of  that  part  of 
New  Mexico  lying  east  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
increased  both  in  Texas  and  the  United 
States.  To  show  her  serious  determination 
not  to  yield  her  claim,  a joint  resolution  was 
passed,  February  11,  1850,  by  the  legislature 
of  the  new  State,  asserting  not  only  her  right 
to  the  disputed  ground,  but  declaring  her  in- 
tention to  maintain  the  integrity  of  her  ter- 
ritory. The  several  resolutions  of  Clay's  bill 
were  slowly  discussed,  and  August  5,  1850, 
James  A.  Pearce,  senator  from  Maryland,  in- 
troduced a bill  making  definite  propositions 
to  the  State  of  Texas  relative  to  her  bound- 
ary and  the  payment  of  her  public  debt. 


vt 


1/ 


I * M ' Vi  ' I I • V.i  / < 

f . M • ,yt  ;}»J 

’>i*il|»'ii7  ‘ri|j 

' 1»  Bf*-M  »*».  I 4‘*  l '»  'll 

' I » c*  ■ V » , 4 ' I ' I «- 1 1 1 1 tHT^I  I 

• ' I '•'<•1  '•  M'.  I ■ '/  Itt'i'l 

' ‘ ^ ll.)«'  J : ■••  , •*P^^ 

I .,  I I f>4  , .H-  W 4 J 

■M«4  {''dir/ 

- ■'  ••«•  ' l ,..i  ( 1,1  v*«  i, 

'•ilti't*  xIj  ^ 

< ■■■-•  f>l  .4i»^W  ki.i«  :h/tnil 

■I*  . •«!{ 

' • ■ i ' ■ ■' 4,-4,  - i7.‘ I ,4«.'«xf  tatr«|TJ 

' 1 • l|!  I I..I  * Ml  i'll  Ml,'  , 'jM  4 '•  I ,1,||  ^i  TJUf  I' 

’ •*  •'■<»  • |M|»  1,1ml  at  fi,i^  ^ i I .♦J.fmi  « i;r'S 

'-  ■ ' ■ -■  • -•  ’ 'iifll 

' ' • '■  I'lii  I I,,  ^ ^0 

" ■ 111,'  ,,i  .v".:iilr,  ,1 

' ' •'  • ' • ''I.  ',<><  /t  1 ;'  • l«i  tffiMlitQ 

" ” it  ‘ ■ ' , , , ,1..  ! lunfffiiti  -t‘  u In  .Mifnti 

I' "1  * I'"  'III  111,.  I 1,1  M ..  -4 

I ’ *^1  *■  ' *'?*,  ' •' Wi|  ' I ' 4il 

' ■ •''!  < '*  ■ ' t Ul'Mi  i|,  •'>/  ..i  .iij4  l«k  ■'•lOft 

'■*'  ■ " ' ^1  <»»*•/!'-, 1 It-’  ■r»ii  utth 

'•rll  1 1*  <ttf,p  •Uv,#t  i‘  01,  J*.  mittill 

• Sii  I I . < » ' , M ^ 

*'  i ;•  • ••  »4  .4  -wi  «•  i tJ’i*,,;  -'«»»•  ■'"**  -J*,*!  t*^'T 

."iiii  Miiij  imi[  (I  I i||«  . 

• • 'll  . I iMin»  11,1  ',u<|ii,| 

Imn*  i'll 

II'  lijiMii  III  <|A4^  i*' ^:i’"!#i*4i*  f'l/'*’ 
'I'M  ***^1  •^tl'HiwiinM.iM  ,*1  ^4)1 

” ■ -*  ii'H'!.  II  .1  II,  >44i«»»,'  f-  tldoti 

‘ *1  ■ ' . • ' M M/1,IM4  If«i/I  iiii  fii  VJiiMK  mjjt  r^'4 

■ *'  '•'‘•'-■I  ‘,1-  •!  '|.  in' ■*  IM^J  1,1  ,<l<  •«  1.4  • ii.iM  . n ,./o0 

*'  " 't  '<4}  i%.Jt  I II.,  Ill  . 1,1  .|iiAM«*fi)i  iiwj 


■ , I * ^ ; t . I ■ M , 

-t  :.M  ' ‘ ■ t' 

1 «i  '•  1 , ' * 1. 1-  • *.  I,  t -ii 

' I-  ' . . ' r-  . 


I 

‘ * I 

■1. 


82 


liisTonr  of  Texas. 


'I’liey  were  to  tliis  vlFect:  To\:is  was  to  agree 
tliat  her  boundary  on  the  nortli  should  com- 
mence at  the  point  at  which  the  tneridian  of 
100'’  west  from  Greenwich  is  intersected  by 
the  jjarHlel  of  30°  30'  north  latitude,  and 
should  run  from  that  point  due  west  to  the 
meridian  of  103°  west  from  Greenwich; 
thence  the  boundary  line  should  run  due 
south  to  the  32°  of  north  latitude,  thence  on 
said  parallel  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  thence 
with  the  channel  of  that  river  to  the  gulf  of 
Mexico.  Texas  was  to  cede  to  the  United 
States  all  her  claim  to  territory  outside  of 
these  limits,  and  to  relinquish  all  claim  on 
the  United  States  for  liability  for  her  debts, 
or  compensation  for  the  surrender  of  her 
ships,  forts,  customhouses,  customhouse  reve- 
nue, public  buildings,  etc.  The  United  States, 
in  consideration  of  the  establishment  of  said 
boundary  and  relinquishment  of  claims,  would 
pay  to  Texas  §10,000,000,  in  stock  bearing 
five  per  cent,  and  redeemable  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years.  Uo  more  than  $5,000,000  of 
said  stock  was  to  be  issued  until  the  creditors 
of  the  State  of  Texas  had  filed  at  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  releases  of  all  claims 
acrainst  the  United  States  on  account  of  Texan 

O 

bonds. 

“This  bill  passed  the  senate  August  7,  by 
a vote  of  30  yeas  and  20  nays,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 4 following  passed  the  house  by  a 
vote  of  108  against  97.  A copy  of  the  bill, 
called  the  Boundary  Act,  was  forwarded  to 
Governor  Bell,  who  forthwith  called  an  extra 
session  of  the  legislature.  In  his  message 
Bell  advised  the  occupancy  of  Santa  Fe  with 
a military  force,  suggesting,  however,  that  the 
vacant  lands  of  that  district  might  be  sold  to 
the  United  States  provided  that  Texas  re- 
tained jurisdiction  over  it.  Apart  from  the 
unwillingness  to  yield  territory  on  a general 
principle,  thei  e was  one  feat  m e in  the  bill 


especially  repulsive  to  the  'lexans,  ami  that 
was  the  retaining  of  half  of  the  $10,000,000 
in  the  United  States  treasury  until  the  cred- 
itors of  'I’exas  were  paid.  This  self-])rotectivo 
condition  imposed  by  the  United  States  was 
reirarded  as  a reflection  on  Texas,  since  it 

O 

seemed  to  insinuate  that  she  \vould  not  be 
disposed  to  meet  her  liabilities  promptly  if 
she  obtained  possession  of  the  whole  amount. 
Then  again,  agreement  to  the  propositions 
was  required  to  be  given  on  or  before  De- 
cember 1,  1S50, — a proviso  which,  taken 
with  the  general  tone  of  the  document  and 
the  unconditional  assent  expected,  was  re- 
garded as  a symptom  of  domination  to  which 
a sovereign  ought  not  to  be  subject.  The 
question  having  been  discussed  wdth  much 
warmth  and  at  great  length,  the  propositions 
of  the  United  States  were  finally  accepted, 
November  25,  1850,  and  a law  passed  to  that 
effect.  By  this  act  Texas  waived  her  fictitious 
claim  to  about  98,380  square  miles  of  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico;”  and  thus  it  seems 
that  all  the  important  questions  were  settled 
reo-arding  the  evolution  of  Texas  from  an 
unprogressive  province  of  Mexico  to  a com- 
plete membership  in  the  American  Union, 
with  every  prospect  of  prosperity  and  peace. 

“This  matter  having  been  settled,  ” con- 
tinues Bancroft,  “ the  $5,000,000  was  paid 
into  the  State  treasury  in  February,  1852. 
The  amount  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  late 
republic  had  been  determined  prexdously  by 
the  State.  According  to  the  report  of  the 
auditor  and  comptroller,  dated  November  12, 
1851,  the  ostensible  indebtedness  of  Texas 
was  $12,436,991,  including  interest;  but  th.e 
State,  in  view  of  the  low  price  at  which  a 
large  portion  of  the  bonds  issued  by  the  re- 
publican government  had  been  sold,  did  not 
consider  itself  bound  to  pay  their  full  face 
value,  and  in  January,  1852,  the  legislature 
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reduced  the  amount  of  her  apparent  obliga- 
tions (S12.436,991)to  nearly  half  (g6, 827, 278), 
over  the  president’s  veto,  by  a strong  vote.” 

As  soon  as  Texas  was  annexed  to  the  United 
States,  immigration  began  to  increase,  and  in- 
crease more  and  more  rapidly  after  peace  was 
estal)lished.  The  only  di-awl)uck  to  uninter- 
rupted prosperity  was  Indian  deju'edations. 
Though  the  main  body  of  each  lioider  tribe 
pi'ofessed  friendship,  the  outlying  settlements 
suifered  considerable  damage,  especially  on  the 
western  frontier.  These  de[)i-edations  for  the 
most  part  were  committed  by  theComanches, 
who  generally  did  their  mischief  on  return- 
ing from  raids  into  Mexico.  On  several  oc- 
casions white  men  were  killed  and  captives 
taken.  Also  the  Choctaws,  Chickasaws  and 
Kickapoos  made  raids  from  the  north.  In 
the  spring  of  1854  a band  of  Kickapoos  killed 
the  special  agent,  Stein,  and  a Mr.  Lepper- 
man  from  Ohio,  near  Fort  Belknap.  The 
affair  was  reported  to  the  Government  at 
AV^ashington,  and  aid  invoked. 

INDIAN  COLONIZATION,  ETC. 

The  Indians  were  the  more  incited  to  pred- 
atoiy  raids  on  account  of  the  diminution  of 
wild  game  on  the  approach  of  the  white  race, 
and  they  were  in  danger  of  being  reduced  to 
destitution,  since  their  maimer  of  living  made  | 
them  dependent  upon  tlesh  food;  and  they  | 
wei'e  unwilling  to  adojit  the  white  man’s 
method  of  raising  domestic  animals  for  a sub-  i 
sistencc. 

As  a remedy  for  the  evil,  a system  of  col- 
onization was  applied,  but  this  system,  too, 
was  quite  unwelcome,  being  more  a white  ' 
man’s  method  of  managing  affairs  than  the 
Indians’.  ]\Iean.^  were  ti;  Ije  pi'ovide  1 by  the  ! 
United  States  Government  to  aid  and  instruct  I 
Indian  settlei's  in  the  cultivation  of  land.  In 


carrying  out  this  policy  two  Indian  colonies 
were  established  in  Texas  in  the  spring  of 
1855,  on  reservations  granted  by  the  State  in 
Young  county,  one  of  which,  consisting  of 
eight  leagues  of  land,  w'as  located  on  the 
Brazos  river,  below  the  junction  of  Clea’* 
Fork,  and  lifteen  miles  from  k'ort  Belknap. 
This  reservation  wa.-  called  the  Bra/.oS  ammcy. 
Tiie  other,  compri.'ino  four  leagues,  was  sit 
uated  on  Clear  fork  about  forty-live  miles 
above  its  confluenee  wdth  the  main  river.  In 
the  first  colony  were  placed  Anadarcoe.s,  Cad- 
does,  Tahwacorroes,  Wacoes  and  Tonkawas, 
numbering  in  all  794  souls.  At  the  other 
reservation  were  277  northern  Comanches. 

At  first  the  reports  of  the  agents  at  these 
points  held  out  every  prospect  of  success. 
The  Indians  of  the  Brazos  settlement,  in  good 
behavior,  morality  and  industry,  surpassed 
the  most  sanguine  expectations.  They  vol- 
untarily abstained  from  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits.  By  the  end  of  August,  public  build- 
ings had  been  erected, — store  rooms,  houses 
for  agents  and  employ'ees,  and  a blacksmith’s 
shop.  Two  farmers,  wdth  assistant  laborers, 
were  employed  to  instruct  the  Indians,  and 
295  acres  of  land  had  been  plowed  and  planted 
with  corn.  At  the  other  reservation  the 
Comanches  were  too  late  in  arrivino  for  corn- 
planting,  but  from  the  disposition  evinced  by 
them  the  agents  looked  forward  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  settlement.  AVithin  three  years 
these  settlements  attained  a high  degree  of 
prosperity.  The  Brazos  Indians,  how’ever, 
on  account  of  their  always  having  had  more 
familiar  and  friendly  intercourse  with  the 
whites,  were  more  apt  in  the  new  arts,  and 
their  settlement  accordingly  made  more  rapid 
progress  in  the  arts  of  civilization.  They 
erected  comfortabk-  dwellings,  had  school 
houses,  and  \v(*re  accuni u lating  agoodly  num- 
ber of  live  stock  l»y  honest  methods.  Besidis-, 
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they  lioIjieJ  in  tlie  protection  of  the  white 
frontier,  a?  they  furnielicd  from  fifty  to  a 
luindred  warriors  for  raiiiriiuT  service.  For 
example,  in  tlie  spring  of  l!5o8,  a band  of 
rlicse  went  out  with  tlie  Texan  rangers  on  an  | 
expedition  against  the  Coinanches,  and  fought  ' 
gallantly. 

But  alas!  this  tender  bud  of  civilization 
was  nipped  by  white  people!  The  rougher  ' 
ones,  inconsiderateand  over-zealous,  continued  j 
to  encroach  upon  them,  until  they  were  driven  i 
entirely  away.  In  1858  the  number  of  i 
these  natives  thus  reclaimed  from  barbaric 
life  was  1,488;  and  among  this  number,  es- 
[lecially  of  the  Coinanches,  some  were  ad- 
dicted to  horse-stealiiif’’,  and  sometimes  would 
participate  with  the  wilder  tribes  in  general 
predatory  incursions.  Some  white  men  even 
assisted  them  in  these  nefarious  trans- 
actions. The  crimes  of  the  few  had  to 
be  visited  on  all,  such  is  the  inconsid- 
erateness and  haste  of  human  nature 
generally.  In  the  counties  adjoining  the 
reservations  many  of  the  whites  were  so 
hasty  as  to  believe  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
depredations  in  their  neighborhood  were  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians  at  these  reservations,  , 
and  they  accordingly  determined  to  get  rid 
of  them  some  way.  In  1858  several  parties 
of  these  innocent  Indians  went  hunting  out-  j 
side  of  their  reservations,  as  they  had  often  j 
been  permitted  to  do  by  the  agents  on  | 
former  occasions,  and  a number  of  roughs  | 
among  the  whites  determined  on  a cruel  j 

massacre.  In  a bend  of  the  Brazos,  just  above  i 
- I 

the  mouth  of  Jveochi  creek,  a party  of  In-  i 

dians, — men,  women  and  children, — en- 
camped, for  several  weeks,  peaceably  engaged 
in  hunting.  On  December  21,  between  forty 
and  fifty  men,  mostly  of  Erath  county,  as-  ; 
sembled  in  conclave  on  Bosque  river  to  con-  \ 
;-!ilt  upon  a general  extermination  policy, 


They  appointed  a committee  to  organize  a 
company,  the  command  of  which  was  given 
to  Peter  Garland.  Then  the  order  was  given 
to  kill  any  Indians  found  south  of  Cedar 
creek.  The  company  proceeded  to  the  Indian 
camp  on  the  Brazos,  which  at  the  time  con- 
tained eight  men,  eight  women  and  eleven 
children.  Approaching  stealthily  early  in 
the  morning  in  December,  while  their  victims 
were  sound  asleep,  they  poured  into  them  a 
volley  of  buckshot  and  rifle-balls.  Seven 
were  killed  outfight,  of  whom  three  were 
women!  Three  men,  two  women  and  three 
children  were  severely  wounded,  and  nearly 
all  the  rest  moreor  less  injured.  The  wounded 
succeeded  in  escaping  to  the  reservation. 

This  atrocity  naturally  caused  great  excite- 
ment. A proclamation  issued  by  the  gover- 
nor, denouncing  the  act  and  warning  all  per- 
sons against  joining  organizations  for  hostil- 
ities  against  the  friendly  Indians,  had  no  ef- 
fect. The  newspapers  published  prejudicial 
stories  and  inflammatory  philippics  on  the 
subject,  and  the  citizens  at  various  points 
held  meetings  and  resolved  that  the  Indians 
should  be  removed.  In  the  adjoining  coun- 
ties bands  of  armed  citizens  were  organized, 
who  spent  much  time  scouting  around  the 
reservations.  Civilized  Indians  found  outside 
the  reservation  limits,  it  was  said,  could  not 
be  distinguished  from  the  savage  ones,  and 
would  therefore  liave  to  suffer  their  fate.  The 
removal  of  the  reservation  Indians  was  per- 
emptorily demanded,  under  threats  of  e.x- 
termination.  In  vain  did  the  agents  endeavor 
to  avert  the  coming  blow,  and  their  efforts  in 
this  direction  even  gave  offense  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  frontier,  who,  on  April  25,  1850, 
boldly  demanded  their  immediate  resignation. 
All  the  agents  could  do  then  was  to  acqui- 
esce as  soon  as  they  could  safely  i-emove  the 
Indians  to  a better  place;  biit  liefore  they  had 
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reusonKble  time  for  this,  May  23,  Captain 
Bayior,  an  ex-agent,  at  the  head  of  250  armed 
men,  marched  to  the  Jjrazos  reservation,  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  attacking  tlie  Indians. 
Captain  I’liimmei’,  of  the  First  Infantry, 
warned  him  to  leave  the  reservation,  and  lie 
did  so,  blit  a skirmish  occurred  with  the  In- 
dians, and  Several  on  both  sides  were  killed 
and  wounded. 

It  was  now,  tlierefore,  certain  that  the  In- 
dians could  not  i-emain  on  the  reservation 
tliey  wei'e  then  occupying.  On  the  represent- 
ations of  the  agents,  the  government  ordered 
the  removal  of  the  Indians  as  soon  as  the 
crops  could  be  matured  and  gathered,  hut  this 
did  not  satisfy  the  hasty  frontiersmen,  who 
demanded  immediate  action,  and  at  the  ur- 
gent re(|uest  of  the  supervising  agent,  R.  S. 
Xeighbors,  permission  was  given  him  to  con- 
duct them  at  once  beyond  Red  river.  The 
evil  passions  of  the  border  whites  were  so 
greatly  aroused  that  the  government  had  to 
send  troops  to  guard  the  imprisoned  Indians 
on  their  march  to  prevent  massacre!  Thus 
guarded,  these  unfortunate  Indians  were  es- 
corted, July  30  and  August  1,  to  a reserva- 
tion on  the  Washita  river,  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  the  State  of  Texas.  The  number 
of  Indians  in  this  exodus  was  1,415,  of  whom 
380  were  Comanches.  Owing  to  the  persist- 
ent persecution  kept  up  l>y  the  whites,  it  was 
found  impossible  even  to  collect  the  cattle 
which  belonged  to  these  Indians,  and  they 
were  therefore  obliged  to  leave  their  stock  be- 
hind! As  a climax  to  this  jiractical  illustra-  i 
tiun  of  Lamar’s  principle  of  expulsion  or  ex-  j 
termination.  Superintendent  Xeighbors,  hav- 
ing returned  to  Texas  in  September,  was  way- 
laid on  the  14th  near  Fort  Belknap  by  a man 
unknown  to  him  and  shot!  He  died  in  twenty 
minutes.  It  was  believed  that  this  crime  was  | 
comniitted  on  account  of  the  free  opinion  e,\- 


8.) 

I pressed  by  Xeighbors  relative  to  the  killing 
j ot  a reserve  Indian  some  time  |)reviously. 

I The  last  of  the  Alai  )ama  Indians  were  re- 
j ported  in  existence  on  the  Trinity  river,  a few 
' miles  east  of  the  town  of  Livingston  in  1839, 
i then  about  200  or  300  in  n ii mb(,-r,  and  half 

Civili/.ed. 

rl'KKICXT  ul'-  l-.V 

IV Idle  Elisha  M.  I’ease  was  governor  the 
linancial  (piestions  between  the  State  and  the 
general  Government  were  finally  adjusted,  and 
a settlement  made  with  the  creditors  of  the 
cld  Republic.  But  many  new  claimants  arose 
demanding  indemnity  from  the  United  States 
Government  for  loans  and  losses  incurred  dur- 
ing the  days  of  the  Republic  in  defending 
the  country  against  Indians  from  United 
States  territory.  The  general  Government 
offered  a compromise,  which  was  at  fii-st 
ti-eated  very  indignantly  by  the  creditors,  and 
even  by  a majority  of  the  citizens  in  a popu- 
lar vote  on  the  subject.  The  legislature, 
iiowever,  in  later  and  cooler  moments,  agreed 
to  the  comprondse,  and  the  creditors  received 
a pro  rata,  which  was  about  78  per  cent.  The 
amount  thus  paid  was  S2, 750, QUO. 

From  1852  to  1858  nine-tenths  of  the 
taxes  collected  were  renutted  to  the  several 
counties  to  enable  them  to  build  coui-thouses 
and  jails,  the  remaining  tenth  being  set  apart 
by  the  constitution  for  the  support  of  schools, 
was  j>aid  into  the  treasuiy.  Iluring  this 
]>eriod  very  rapid  pi-ogress  was  made,  both  in 
immigration  and  assessable  wealth. 

But  Texan  animosity  toward  the  Mexican 
[)opidation  did  not  abate.  The  i^Iexican  in- 
habitants were  mo.-tly  of  the  lower  orders, 
and  were  charged  with  associating  with  “ nig- 
gers,” and  frecjuentlv  of  .stealing  horses  ami 
negro  girls,  whom  they  would  take  to  Mexico. 

In  the  fall  of  iNot'i  ,1  rormidable  negro  con- 
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spiracj  was  discovered  in  Colorado  county, 
which  contemplated  a simultaneous  insurrec- 
tion and  the  massacre  of  the  white  popula- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  their  yoiino 
women,  wlio  wei’e  to  he  made  captives.  The 
slav(rs  had  systematically  organized,  witli 
secret  signs  and  pass- words,  and  provided 
theniseKes  with  howie-knives  and  a few  liie- 
anns.  Tlieir  intention  seemed  to  lie  to  fitiht 
their  way  into  Mexico,  which  they  called  a 
“ free  iState.”  On  the  detection  of  the  con- 
pi  racy,  more  than  200  negroes  were  severely 
punished  with  the  lash,  two  being  wdiipped 
to  death,  and  three  prominent  leaders  were 
hanged  September  5.  It  was  asserted  that 
every  Mexican  in  the  county  was  implicated 
in  this  intended  uprising,  and  they  were  or- 
dered to  leave  and  never  return,  under  pen- 
alty of  death.  Similar  measures  were  adopted 
in  Matagorda  county. 

Till-:  (AKT  WAU. 

In  1857  Texan  wagoners  committed  many 
acts  of  violence  upon  Mexican  cartmen  in 
the  transportation  of  goods  from  San  xVnto- 
nio.  Tlie  fi-eight  rates  were  so  low  as  to 
drive  the  Texan  wagonei-s  from  the  field. 
The  latter,  moreover,  were  not  quite  so  faith- 
ful as  the  Mexicans.  Outrages  became  so 
numerous  and  high-handed  that  General 
Twiggs,  tlie  United  States  commander  at  San 
Antonio,  was  comj)elled  to  furnish  a military 
escort  to  trains  ti-aiisporting  Government  sup- 
plies. In  October,  the  IMexican  minister  at 
Washinoton  addressed  the  United  Slates  Gov- 

O 

eminent  on  the  matter,  stating  that  he  had 
been  assured  that  the  number  of  men  thus 
murdered  was  no  less  than  seventy- live,  and 
that  many  .Mexicans  had  lieen  compelled  to 
hy  to  Mexi(.-o,  in  a state  of  destitution.  In 
November,  Governor  J’ease  addressed  special 


messages  to  the  legislature  on  the  matter, 
stating  that  Mexican  citizens  engaged  in  the 
business  of  teaming  were  not  safe  without  a 
military  escort.  As  the  counties  in  which 
the  deeds  of  violence  were  committed  did 
nothing  to  stop  them,  he  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  legislative  interference.  The  senate 
referred  the  matter  to  a committee,  who  re- 
ported in  favor  of  intlicting  a penalty  upon 
those  counties,  hut  introduced  no  hill  to  that 
effect,  and  so  the  matter  ended.  The  leois- 

' O 

lature,  Iroweveiy  approved  the  action  of  the 
governor  in  calling  out  a company  of  troops, 
which,  by  the  way,  was  inelfectual  in  regu- 
lating a large  section  of  country  with  the 
criminals  scattered  over  it.  When  the  road 
was  abandoned  b^’  the  Mexican  cartmen  and 
booty  became  scarce,  they  began  to  commit 
depredations  on  the  property  of  the  citizens. 
The  latter,  though  so  indifferent  to  the  rights 
of  the  Mexicans  previously,  were  now  enraged 
and  resorted  to  lynching;  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Goliad  the  traveler  would  see 
many  a corpse  suspended  from  the  boughs  of 
the  black  oaks.  The  “ Cart  War”  was  thus 
brought  to  an  end. 

VOI.mCAL  I’AKTIES. 

The  general  political  parties  were  not  defi- 
nitely organized  in  Texas  until  during  Pease's 
administration.  The  party  factions  oqjposed 
to  each  other  previous  to  this  differed  only  on 
personal  or  local  matters.  After  the  annex- 
ation the  people  naturally  allied  themselves 
gradually  with  either  the  M^higor  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  took  no  zealous  part  in  their 
issues  for  eight  or  ten  years,  on  account  of  the 
greatei’  importance  of  local  questions;  these 
settled,  they  began  to  become  more  decidedly 
Whig  01-  Democratic,  with  a far  greater  pre- 
ponderance on  the  1 femociat ic  sid(v  Iletwetm 
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1854  and  1857,  “ Know-nothin”;ism”  hud 
considerable  influence.  By  the  latter  party, 
in  1855,  L.  D.  Evans  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  Eastern  District  of  Te.vas,  and  the 
same  year  Dickson,  fur  governor,  received 
17,1108  votes,  aoainst  Bease,  who  was  then 
re-elected. 

In  1857  the  death  of  two  etninent  Texas 
statesmen  took  place, — Thomas  J.  Busk  and 
James  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina.  Their 
sketches  may  be  found  on  a subsequent  puge, 
by  the  inde.x. 

SIGN'S  OK  TllK  COMING  STORM. 

December  21,  1857,  Hardin  R.  Runnels, 
the  successful  Democratic  candiilate,  was  in- 
augurated governor.  He  had  been  elected  by 
a vote  of  32,552  acrainst  23,62S  for  Sam 
Houston. 

By  this  time  the  old  slavery  question  began 
to  loom  up  in  its  various  relations  to  passing 
political  events,  and  nothing  so  exasperating 
could  happen  to  the  American  public,  both 
North  and  South.  Runnels  addressed  a mes- 
sage, in  January,  1858,  to  the  legislature, 
calling  attention  to  the  aspect  of  affairs  in 
Kansas,  and  clearly  advocating  the  doctrine 
of  secession.  During  the  same  month  a 
Democratic  State  convention  at  Austin  re- 
solved that  it  suspected  the  United  States 
Covernment  of  abandoning  the  principle  of 
••  non-intervention”  in  respect  to  the  slavery 
question,  in  its  dealings  with  Kansas  and 
Nebraska.  T.  J.  Chambers  offered  resolu- 
tions to  the  effect  that  any  act  on  the  part  of 
Congress  tending  to  embarrass  the  admission 
of  Kansas  as  a member  of  the  Union  would 
be  a usurpation  of  power,  etc.,  and  that  in 
case  Congress  should  do  such  a thing  Texas 
should  again  declare  independence.  In  re- 
sponse to  the  governor’s  lnes^age  the  legisla- 


ture adopted  a resolution  to  appoint  delegates 
to  a oeneral  cotivention  of  the  Southern  States, 
to  act  in  self-defense  and  in  jirotection  of 
immigrants  in  Kansas  from  the  South,  who 
wei-e  denied  the  rights  of  citizenship  there. 

Runnels,  at  the  close  of  his  term,  again 
ran  as  a candidate  for  governor,  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  but  was  defeated  by  Sam  Hous- 
ton, independent,  by  a majority  in  favor  ot 
the  latter  of  8,757  votes,  the  latter  being 
known  as  opposed  to  secession.  In  1858,  a 
vacancy  occurred  on  the  supreme  bench,  and 
the  Democrats  nominated  for  it  a Mr.  Buck- 
ley,  whose  reputation  was  not  the  best,  and 
was  of  well-known  disunion  proclivities;  and 
he  was  defeated  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority, by  Bell,  an  avowed  Unionist. 

During  the  canvass  of  1859,  the  Demo- 
cratic  convention  atllonston  contained  mem- 
bers who  spoke  publicly  and  vehemently  in 
favor  of  secession,  and  even  upheld  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade.  Indeed,  so  much  sympathy 
for  Southern  independence  was  manifest  at 
that  convention  that  the  Democratic  party  of 
Texas  was  clearly  known  as  committed  in  fa- 
vor of  secession,  if  the  Federal  Government 
did  not  recede  from  its  intervention  policy 
with  the  great  Southern  institution. 

O 

Houston,  therefore,  took  his  seat  as  gover- 
nor at  a time  when  intense  political  excite- 
ment prevailed  throughout  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  in  Texas.  By  the  close  of  1859 
the  opposing  parties  were  uncompromisingly 
arrayed  against  each  other  on  the  slavery 
(piestion.  and  the  fire  of  disruption  was  be- 
ing kindled.  The  victory  of  the  Abolition 
party  in  Kansas  and  the  John  Brown  raid  at 
Harper’s  Ferry  aggravated  the  feeling  of  dis- 
ap[)ointment  throughout  the  South.  Accord- 
ingly, in  December,  this  year,  the  legisla- 
ture of  South  Carolina,  famous  for  taking  the 
lead  for  the  South,  passed  resolutions  in  favor 
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history  of  TEXAS. 


of  secession,  and  appropriated  a contingent 
of  $100,000  for  military  purposes,  should  it 
be  required.  These  resolutions  were  ad- 
dressed to  the  governors  of  all  the  Southern 
States.  On  the  receipt  of  them,  Houston 
addi-essed  a long  message  to  the  Te.xas  leiris- 
lature,  opposing  secession.  It  had  a great 
influence  upon  that  body,  for  the  memljers 
very  temperately  passed  resolutions  favoring 
union,  except  that  they  held  that  a State  had 
the  right  to  .^'cede,  etc.  There  were  majority 
and  minoi'ity  reports  of  tlie  committees  of 
both  branches  of  the  legislature,  the  minority 
hold! no  that  a State  did  not  have  the  right 
to  secede. 

Many  years  previously,  a secret  order  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
Southern  empire,  with  slavery,  and  known  as 
the  Ktiights  of  the  Golden  Circle.  Its  em- 
pire was  to  have  Havana,  Cuba,  as  its  center 
and  extend  in  every  direction  from  that  six- 
teen geographical  degrees.  It  is  said  that 
the  filibustering  expeditions  of  1850  and 
1857  were  undertaken  under  the  auspices  of 
this  organization,  and  tliat  now,  in  the  anti- 
slavery agitation  at  the  Xorth,  the  disap- 
pointed Democrats  beoan  to  turn  to  it  for 
aid.  “In  1800,”  says  Hancroft,  “two  mem- 
l»ers  of  the  order,  George  AV.  Bickley  and  his 
nephew,  were  employed  to  organize  ‘castles,’ 
or  lodges,  in  Texas,  receiving  as  remuneration 
for  their  work  the  initiation  fees  paid  by  in- 
coming members.  Such  castles  were  soon 
established  in  every  principal  town  and  vil- 
lage in  the  State,  and  they  became  a power 
in  the  land.  In  it  were  matiy  members  of 
the  legislature  and  prominent  politicians. 
By  its  influence  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
were  revolutionized;  from  its  fold  were  drawn 
the  first  armeil  rebels  in  Texas,  under  the  fa- 
mous ranger,  Benjamin  jMcCullough ; it  fur- 
nished the  vigilance  committees;  and  to  its  ; 


members  were  charged  murders  and  incendi 
ary  acts  committed  during  the  war.” 

Even  after  South  Carolina  had  positively 
declared  secession  from  the  Union,  in  De- 
cember, 18G0,  Houston  stood  true  to  his  prin- 
ciples of  Unionism,  though  it  must  be 
confessed  that  many  Union  men  in  the  State 
wei-e  suspected  of  too  great  sympathy  witli 
the  Abolitionism  of  the  jS'orth,  and  were 
hanged  by  vigilance  committees,  and  that 
most  others  were  terrorized  into  silence.  So 
said  Senator  Clinginan,  of  North  Carolina,  at 
the  time.  Uemember,  it  is  not  under?tood 
that  such  outracres  are  chargeable  to  the 
Democrats  as  such,  but  to  “ inobocrats,”  of 
whatever  party.  Sixty  of  these  Knights,  says 
Bancroft,  issued  a call  for  a State  convention 
at  Austin,  to  meet  January  28,  18G1.  The 
mass  of  the  people  considered  the  proceeding 
as  in-egnlar,  as  the  Knights  took  pains  to  put 
in  their  own  men  as  judges  at  the  primary 
elections  wherever  practicable,  and  barely 
half  of  the  counties  were  represented  at  the 
convention  by  the  people.  The  legislature, 
by  a joint  resolution,  recognized  the  infor- 
mally elected  delegates  and  declared  the  con- 
vention a legally  constituted  assembly.  Hous- 
ton’s veto  wasoverruled,and  on  the  appointed 
day  the  con  vention  met.  February  1,  it  passed 
the  ordinance  of  secession,  by  a vote  of  167 
to  7,  subject  to  a vote  of  the  people  on 
the  23d.  This  body,  also,  without  waiting  to 
hear  what  the  result  of  the  popular  vote 
might  be,  appointed  a “ committee  of  public 
safety,”  with  secret  instructions,  and  ap- 
poiiited  also  delegates  to  the  Confederate 
convention  at  Montgomery,  Alabama.  This 
committee  of  safety  usurped  the  powers  of 
the  executive,  and  a[)pointe<l  three  commis- 
sioners to  treat  with  (ieneral  Twiggs,  in  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  forces  in  Texas, 
for  the  surrender  of  his  army  and  the  na- 
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fioiial  posts  and  property.  Febrnary  IGth 
he  complied,  surrendering  2,500  men,  and 
all  the  forts,  arsenals,  military  posts,  public 
stores  and  munitions  of  war,  all  the  property 
being  valued  at  !$1,200,000  cost  price. 

A few  days  before  the  popnlai-  vote  was 
tahen,  as  above  noted,  Houston  delivered  a 
speech  from  the  balcony  of  the  Ti-emont 
House  in  Galveston,  to  the  excited  public, on 
the  question  of  secession.  His  personal 
friends,  fearitig  that  violence  would  be  offered, 
entreated  him  to  remain  quiet;'  but  he  was 
not  to  be  stopped  by  any  apprehension  of 
danger.  He  stood  erect  before  the  people, 
and  in  prophetic  language  pictured  to  them 
the  dark  future.  “ Some  of  you,”  he  said, 
‘‘  laugh  to  scorn  the  idea  of  bloodshed  as  a 
result  of  secession,  and  jocularly  propose  to 
drink  all  the  blood  that  will  overflow  in  con- 
sequence of  it.  Jiut  let  me  tell  you  what  is 
coming  on  the  heels  of  secession:  the  time 
will  come  when  your  fathers  aud  husbands, 
your  sons  and  brothers,  will  be  herded  to- 
gether like  sheep  and  cattle  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  and  your  mothers  and  wives, 
sisters  and  daughters,  will  ask:  Where  are 
they?  You  may,  after  the  sacrifice  of  count- 
less millions  of  treasure  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  precious  lives,  as  a bare  possi- 
bility, win  Southern  independence,  if  God 
be  not  against  you;  but  I doubt  it.  I tell  you 
that,  while  I believe  with  you  in  the  doctrine 
of  State  rights,  the  Yorth  is  determined  to 
preserve  this  Union.  They  are  not  a fiery, 
impulsive  people  as  you  are,  for  they  live  in 
cooler  climates;  but  when  they  begin  to 
move  in  a given  direction,  where  great  in- 
terests are  involved,  such  as  the  present 
issues  before  the  country,  they  move  with 
the  steady  momentum  and  perseverance  of  a 
mighty  avalanche;  and  what  I fear  is,  they 
will  overwhelm  llie  Soiitlj  with  ignoble  de-  : 


feat.”  Before  the  close  of  his  speech,  how- 
ever, he  said,  “ Better  die  freemen  than  live 
slaves.  Whatever  course  Texas  may  pursue, 
my  faith  in  State  supremacy  and  State  rights 
will  carry  my  sym[)athies  with  her.  As 
Henry  Clay  had  said,  ‘ My  c.ounti'y,  right  or 
wrong,’  so  say  1,  Afy  State,  right  or  wrong.” 
ft  seems  frotn  the  above  that  Houston  was 
a shrewd  reader  of  human  nature,  as  also 
from  the  following  remarks  in  his  message  to 
the  legislature  a year  previously:  To  nul- 

lify constitutional  laws  will  not  allay  the 
existing  discord.  Separation  from  the  Union 
will  not  remove  the  unjust  assaults  made  by 
a class  in  the  Yorth  upon  the  institutions  in 
the  South.  They  would  exist  from  like  pas- 
sions and  like  feelings  under  any  govern- 
ment. The  Union  was  intended  as  a per- 
petuity. In  accepting  the  conditions  imposed 
prior  to  becoming  a part  of  the  Confederacy, 
the  States  became  a part  of  the  Union.  In 
becoming  a State  of  the  Union,  Texas  agreed 
‘ not  to  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance  or  con- 
federation, and  not,  without  the  consent  of 
Congress,  to  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war, 
enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with 
any  other  State  or  foreign  pow'er.’  ” 

The  result  of  the  vote  of  February  23  for 
delegates  to  the  State  convention  to  consider 

O 

the  propriety  of  secession,  was  in  substance 
as  follows:  Austin,  the  capital,  San  Antonio, 
a!id  other  western  towns,  as  well  as  counties, 
gave  Union  majorities;  the  German  colon- 
ists, too,  were  for  the  Union,  while  the  rest 
of  the  State  gave  large  Confederate  majori- 
ties. Out  of  about  70,000  voters  in  the 
State,  53,256  cast  their  votes;  and  of  this 
number  30,415  were  in  favor  of  secession, 
and  13,841  against  it. 

To  lose  no  time,  the  State  convention  as- 
sembled on  March  2,  in  oialer  to  be  ready  for 

t ^ ‘ 

: inimeiliate  action  as  sooij  as  the  result  of  the 
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vote  WHS  known,  which  pm  veil  to  be  on  the 
5th.  They,  therefore,  immediately  assum'd 
the  powers  of  government.  It  instructed  its 
delegates  at  Montgomery  to  ask  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Texas  into  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy that  had  just  been  formed;  it  rent  a 
committee  to  Governor  Houston  to  inform 
him  of  the  change  in  tlie  political  position  of 
the  State;  it  a a>ptfd  the  Confederate  con- 
stitution, and  aj'p  doted  representatives  to 
the  Confodei'ate  congress.  During  the  Con- 
ftd'  i'acy,  Lewis  T.  VVigfall  and  William  S. 
Oldham  represented  Texas  in  the  senate,  and 
John  A.  Wilcox,  C.  C.  Herbert,  Deter  W. 
Gray,  B.  F.  Sexton,  M.  D.  Graham,  William 
B.  Wright,  A.  M.  Branch,  John  K.  Baylor, 
S.  II.  Morgan,  Stephen  II.  Derden  and  A. 
P.  AViley  in  the  house. 

In  his  reply  to  the  above  convention  Hous- 
ton said  that  that  body  had  transcended  its 
powers,  and  that  he  would  lay  the  whole 
matter  before  the  legislature,  which  was  to 
assemble  on  the  18th;  whereupon  the  con- 
vention defied  his  authority  and  passed  an 
ordinance  requiring  all  State  officers  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  govern- 
ment. Houston  and  E.  AW  Cave,  secretary 
of  State,  refused  to  take  the  oath,  and  they 
were  deposed  by  a decree  of  the  convention, 
and  Edward  Clark,  lieutenant  governor,  was 
installed  as  the  executive.  Houston  then 
appealed  to  the  people,  and  when  the  legisla- 
ture met,  sent  to  it  a message  protesting 
against  his  removal,  stating  at  the  same  time 
that  he  could  but  await  their  action  and  that 
of  the  people.  He  argued  his  case  ably  and 
well  before  both  the  legislature  and  the  peo- 
ple, but  the  legislature  sanctioned  the  acts  of 
the  convention.  Houston  then  retired  to 
private  life. 

During  these  years  Indian  depredations  con- 
tinued, and  were  more  frequent  and  dai’ing  after 


Twiggs  had  surrendered  all  the  United  States 
forces  on  the  frontier  to  the  Texans;  and  al.-o 
after  the  removal  of  the  Indians  frotri  the 
reservations  in  Young  county  tlie  hostility  of 
the  red  savages  was  intensilied.  The  more 
peacealile  Indians  had  been  removed  to  a 
great  distatice,  while  the  tnore  hostile  were 
next  in  proximity.  There  was  otie  remarka- 
ble exception,  however,  to  the  above  observa- 
doti : A batul  of  emiorants  from  the  Creek 

o 

nation,  consisting  of  Alabamas,  Coshattas 
and  a few  Muscogees,  persevered  in  their 
peaceful  pursuits  on  Alabama  creek,  on  the 
side  toward  Tritiity  river,  despite  the  frecpietit 
depredations  committed  upon  them  by  “mean 
whites.”  As  a community  they  set  a model 
example  of  industry,  honesty,  patience  and 
peaceableness. 

AVhile  the  northern  and  western  frontier 
was  subjected  to  slily  conducted  forays  by 
the  untutored  savages,  the  southern  borders 
on  the  Rio  Grande  were  afflicted  with  a more 
open  and  formidable  invasion  by  a Mexican 
desperado  named  Cortina,  He  and  his  gang 
had  long  been  known  for  iheir  fi-equent  thefts 
of  cattle  and  other  depredations.  He  and  his 
followers,  by  professing  sympathy  with  the 
persecuted  Mexicans  living  in  Texas,  added 
to  their  numbers  until  they  liad  nearly  500, 
and,  like  the  old  Mexican  regime,  began  to 
inaugurate  a little  i-e!.ellion  against  the  ^ov- 
eminent.  But  booty  was  their  principal  ob- 
ject, and  they  made  their  escapes  the  easier 
by  alternating  in  their  operations  between 
Texas  and  Mexico,  claiming  while  followed 
in  one  country  to  be  citizens  of  the  other. 
The  gang  sometimes  committed  murder,  as 
for  example  in  Brownsville,  in  September, 
1850.  On  the  20th  of  that  month  he  i^r-ued 
a “ proclamation  ” professing  that  his  object 
only  was  to  protect  persecuted  Mexicatis  in 
Texas,  and  that  ao  , organization  had  been 
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formed  for  the  purpose  of  chastising  tlieir 
enemies.  It  is  claimed  that  he  was  assisted 
secretly  hy  Me.xican  money  and  arms.  Dur- 
ing October  and  November  tliere  were  several 
collisions  of  Cortina  and  liis  men  with  the 
Government  militai-y  forces,  with  loss  on 
.ooth  sides.  lie  devastated  the  country  along 
the  Rio  Grande  for  over  120  miles,  and  back 
to  the  arroyo  Colorado.  This  unprincipled 
desperado  was  finally  defeated  in  May,  1861, 
when  he  burned  a villao-e  named  Rome.  But 
he  afterward  revolutionized  Tainaulipas,  be- 
came governor,  and  intrigued  both  with  the 
Confederates  and  the  United  States  officials. 
In  1871  he  was  a general  under  Juarez,  and 
in  1875  mayor  of  Matamoras  and  general  in 
the  Me.xican  army. 

During  the  great  civil  war  it  was  fortunate 
for  Texas  that  she  was  geographically  situated 
at  a distance  from  the  seat  of  the  main  con- 
flict. The  patriotism  of  her  sons  caused  all 
of  them  to  lose  much  in  property,  but  no 
battle  took  place  in,  or  destructive  army 
marched  through,  her  territory.  Although 
her  commerce  suffered  considerably,  she  found 
in  Mexico  a fair  market  for  her  cotton,  her 
main  staple,  and  her  numerous  ports  on  the 
gulf  enabled  her  more  easily  to  run  the 
blockade. 

THE  STORM  BEGUN. 

AVithin  a month  after  the  installation  of 
Clark  as  governor,  hostilities  broke  out.  On 
April  14,  1861,  Fort  Sumter,  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  was  evacuated  by  Major 
Rol)crt  Anderson,  and  on  the  following  day 
Pi-esident  Lincoln  issued  his  proclamation  for 
75,000  volunteers.  Enlistment  for  the  South- 
ern cause  was  begun  in  Texas  at  once,  and 
early  in  May  Colonel  W.  C.  Young  crossed 
Red  river  and  captured  Fort  Arbuckle  and 
other  militaiT  posts  of  the  United  States  in  the 


Indian  Teri'itoi’y,  the  Federal  soldiers  retreat- 
ing to  Kansas.  Colonel  Ford  also,  assisted 
by  an  expedition  from  Galveston,  took  pos- 
session of  Fort  Brown,  opposite  Matamoras, 
meeting  no  resistance.  Captain  Hill,  in  com- 
mand there,  was  still  holding  it  for  the 
United  States,  having  disobeyed  the  order  of 
General  Twiao-s  to  evacuate  it,  but  he  had  too 
small  a force  to  hold  it  ao-ainst  assault. 

O 

Governor  Clark  issued  a proclamation 
June  8 that  a state  of  war  existed,  and  shortly 
afterward  the  ports  of  Texas  were  blockaded. 
By  November  15,000  Te.xans  M'ere  enlisted 
for  the  Southern  cause. 

The  election  of  1861  showed  the  small 
majority  of  only  124  votes  in  favor  of  Fran- 
cis R.  Lubbock  for  governor,  over  Clark,  can- 
didate for  re-election,  and  he  was  inaugurated 
November  7,  1861. 

Going  back  a little,  we  should  state  that  in 
July  of  this  year  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  R. 
Baylor  had  occupied  Fort  Bliss,  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  on  the  25th  Mesilla,  across  the 
Rio  Grande.  Major  Lynde,  commanding  the 
United  States  fort,  Fillmore,  near  by,  having 
failed  to  dislodge  Baylor,  surrendered  his 
whole  command  of  about  700  men.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Canby  was  at  this  time  in 
command  of  the  department  of  New  Mexico, 
and  made  preparations  to  meet  the  invasion, 
while  Major  Sibley,  of  the  United  States 
Army,  had  joined  the  Confederates,  and  with 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general  was  ordered  in 
July  to  proceed  to  Texas  and  organize  an  ex- 
pedition for  the  purpose  of  driving  Federal 
troops  out  of  New  Mexico.  Sibley  reached 
El  Paso  with  his  force  al)out  the  middle  of 
December,  and  issued  a proclamation  inviting 
his  old  comrades  to  join  the  Confederate 
army,  but  iiiet  with  no  response. 

Early  in  1862  Colonel  Canby  made  Fort 
Craig,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  ids  headcpiarters. 
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February  21  lie  crossed  the  river  and  en- 
gaged the  Texans,  but  was  repulsed.  This 
was  the  battle  of  Valverde,  in  which  General 
Sibley  had  1,750  men  to  3,810  on  Canliy’s 
side;  but  only  900  of  Canby’s  men  wei'e  i-eg- 
ulars,  and  the  others  were  of  lint  little  seiw- 
ice.  Encouraged  by  success  so  signal,  Sibley 
immediately  marcbed  on  to  Albuquerque, 
sending  a detachment  on  to  Santa  Fe,  and 
easily  took  those  places,  but,  a part  of  his 
army  meeting  with  defeat  by  Colonel  Slough, 
he  had  to  begin  a retreat  which  did  not  end 
until  he  reached  Texas.  In  this  bootless  cam- 
paign the  Texans  lost  500  men;  and  even 
General  Canby  afterward  reported  that  that 
portion  of  the  country  was  too  unimportant 
to  hold  by  the  expenditure  of  blood  and 
treasure. 

In  May,  1862,  Commodore  Eagle,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  city  of  Galveston,  but  could  not  en- 
force his  demand.  October  4 following  he 
was  re-inforced  and  easily  took  the  place 
without  much  resistance.  The  Texans  criti- 
cised General  Hebert  for  giving  up  that  city, 
and  he  was  superseded  during  the  next 
month  by  General  Magruder,  who  forthwith 
made  preparations  to  recapture  the  island. 
He  made  good  preparation,  with  great  se- 
crecy, to  attack  the  island  by  both  land  and 
water,  and  he  was  successful  in  recrainino-  the 
point,  after  an  engagement  that  cost  the 
Federals  great  loss.  But  the  port  continued 
to  be  blockaded. 

At  first,  and  during  the  earlier  part  of 
Governor  Lubbock’s  administration,  the  Tex- 
ans enlisted  freely  and  cheerfully,  believing 
that  the  contest  would  soon  end  in  victory 
for  them,  but  ere  long  they  began  to  feel 
the  tedious  burden  of  war  in  many  ways. 
Trade  was  interfered  with,  military  law  pro- 
claimed, conscription  resorted  to,  etc.  All 


males  from  eiohteen  years  of  am;  to  tbrtv  live 
were  made  lial)le  to  service  in  the  Confed- 
erate army,  with  the  exception  of  minister.s 
of  religion.  State  and  county  olHcers  and 
slave-holders,  the  posses.don  of  fifteen  slaves 
being  the  minimum  number  entitling  to  ex 
emption.  Governor  Lubbock  was  an  ex- 
tremist in  regard  to  this  .system.  In  his 
message  to  the  Legislature  in  November, 
1863,  he  suggested  that  every  male  person 
from  sixteen  years  old  and  upward  should  be 
declared  in  the  military  service  of  the  State; 
that  no  one  should  be  permitted  to  furnish  a 
substitute,  and  in  the  same  message  informed 
the  Leo-islature  that  90,090  Texans  were 
already  in  the  field.  When  one  calls  to  mind 
that  the  greatest  number  of  votes  ever  polled 
in  the  State  was  but  little  over  64,000,  it 
will  be  seen  what  a tremendous  drain  had 
been  made  on  the  strength  of  the  country! 

August  31,  1861,  the  Confederate  congress 
passed  a law  confiscating  all  the  property  of 
Union  men,  and  banishing  the  men  them- 
selves. JMany  persons  who  had  spent  their 
lives  in  Texas  thus  lost  their  property,  and 
even  temporary  absentees  in  the  North,  who 
would  have  found  it  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble, to  return,  were  likewise  deprived  of  their 
possessions.  Many  Unionists,  in  their  at- 
tempts to  escape  to  Mexico,  were  caught  and 
put  to  death.  Says  the  San  Antonio  Herald, 
a paper  loyal  to  the  Confederacy:  ‘‘Their 
bones  are  bleaching  on  the  soil  of  every 
county  from  Red  river  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  in  the  counties  of  Wise  and  Denton  their 
bodies  are  suspended  by  scores  from  the 
black-jacks.” 

By  the  close  of  Lubbock’s  administration, 
in  1863,  the  tide  of  public  opinion  and  feel- 
ing  began  to  ebb,  as  the  Confederate  arms 
had  met  with  serious  reverses,  and  the  dark 


lit 


I /' 


. ,U  vt  I'-l 

•.T  #41 

, „ ,.,r  n>  *i*i^^*^  ^ ■ 4i*.ndui> 

I '■  It  ^11  I ,**• 

ij.,  <ul) 

i-.t  f«il  L*^  *»•'••  **'* 

i .«li.»>«i  I 

>,,  .,**11  • JjwiUiW 

, .Uu  l»*t 

; , •*-*•-•  v»’>'>**'®‘  ' 

V:  . « *1i)f  • »'  • 

,•»  I *1'  ' i j 

’ ( *Mii  ,mT  ^*h 
,,V'  *A*i  »•'«"  * 

^ I II  Vi*"*  1'^’ 

, ■ ■.  ,.f-f'l , 

1..',  I >•.*«'■•  ’ y"  *'* 

I'i  V'’''  '** 

, I i*n««nl‘  *11  ifc.'ti»| 
»...»  l,l*r  villi  »i 


■V 


l.\ 


I r 

,r.  ’’  ' ■•''' 
Vi  -<■» 


♦T  •*i/ 


I >1  ’ 


III  I -JH  •!'• 

■ • I i'*’ 


.hi 


■ tv  • 

l.^iy  ,.h  MikIuM 

,i,**(l«jj*  >»  *f  ^'*** 

, »it  ' '1 ’''t 


|lf  ':  ii'i 


utHV'l  »*1S 


I 

M I 


i.'  |i  I 


,,  it  l'ltf“'  -ill  • if  '*  I*  “* 

, 'i.  ..■  Ill  • *%y*  » I *'♦  • 

.,  , ^ tit  tvt  T**lA  ihii'**! 

• •■lit  . 

m'.j  t -iilii  • -’  »*t 

,.,,»*  ilfVi. 

,.  .,,..,,1,1  0 

.,.1  l.iwi 

,,,,  , !,l,*l.t,  »K.lt(lll 

y.ii.l  «7I)  il»*t  ^ 

' t -.Livi.i 


*Vi<i  ,;■■ 
■■■  r^Mi  iV 

itfIK  u*  h 

A iA  4b*trt 


nrsroRY  of  texas. 


93 


shadow  of  the  im j)os,>i hil i t y of  an  iinlepomleiit 
confederacy  was  casting  a gloomy  sky  over 
tlie  sunny  Soiitli. 

After  the  recovery  of  Galveston  island,  no 
other  operation  of  importance  occurred  until 
September,  18G3,  when  the  Federals  at- 
tempted to  effect  a lodgment  at  Sabine  City, 
the  terminus  of  a railroad.  The  blockade  of 
Sabine  Pass  was  temporarily  broken  by  the 
capture  of  two  United  Stales  gunboats,  out- 
side the  bar.  Afterward  the  Confederates 
erected  a fort  at  Sabine  City,  defended  by  a 
formidable  battery  of  eight  heavy  guns,  three 
of  which  were  rifled.  A detachment  of  4,000 
men,  with  gunboats,  from  Banks’  army,  made 
an  attempt  in  September,  1863,  to  take  Sa- 
bine fhty,  but  met  with  ignominious  defeat, 
losing  two  gunboats,  100  men  killed  and 
wounded,  and  250  as  prisoners.  The  garri- 
son of  the  fort  consisted  of  only  200  Texans, 
of  whom  only  forty- two  took  part  in  the  ac- 
tion. These  were  presented  by  President 
Davis  with  a silver  medal,  the  only  honor  of 
the  kind  known  to  have  been  bestowed  by 
the  Confederate  government. 

On  the  2Gth  of  July  this  year  General 
Houston  died.  See  his  biography  on  another 
page,  to  be  found  by  the  index. 

The  llio  Grande  being  a national  boundary 
line,  it  could  not  be  blockaded  by  the  United 
States;  but  General  Banks,  after  his  failure 
to  capture  Sabine  City,  endeavored  to  take 
Brownsville,  and  thus  at  least  cripple  the  trade 
between  Texas  and  Mexico.  Late  in  Octo- 
ber, 1SG3,  supported  by  a naval  squadron 
under  Commander  Strong,  Banks  sailed  with 
G,000  troops  from  New  Orleans  for  the  Rio 
Grande.  The  immediate  command,  however, 
was  given  to  General  Napoleon  Dana.  By 
November  2 the  force  reached  Brazos  Santi- 
acTo,  and  on  the  Gth  took  Brownsville,  and 

r?  ’ I 

soon  afterward  Corpus  Christi,  Aransas  Pass,  i 


Cavillo  Pass  ami  k\)rt  Esj)erauza  at  the 
mouth  of  jMatagorda  l)ay.  By  the  close  of 
the  year  Indianola  and  the  Matagorda  penin- 
sula were  also  in  the  hands  of  the  Federals. 
The  Texans  made  hut  a show  of  resistance, 
withdrawing  from  the  coast  defenses  west  of 
the  Colorado.  But  this  possession  of  Texan 
forts  was  of  short  duration.  After  a few 
months  the  Federals  withdrew  from  all  except 
Brazos  Santiago,  leaving  tlie  duty  of  guard- 
ing the  coast  to  the  navy,  which  soon  after- 
ward captured  several  Confederate  vessels. 

Banks’  ne.xt  scheme  to  obtain  possession  of 
Texas  was  by  an  entrance  from  the  northeast, 
from  Red  river;  but  this  famous  “Red  river 
expedition”  also  ignominiously  failed.  The 
Texans  were  too  much  for  that  Yankee  army. 
At  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  however,  the 
Texans  suffered  a serious  defeat;  Sweitzer’s 
regiment  of  cavalry,  about  400  strong,  was 
almost  annihilated  by  the  Federals;  and  they 
also  lost  the  battle  at  Pleasant  Gi’ove;  but 
in  the  great  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads  the 
Texans  gained  a great  victory. 

During  the  month  of  September  Browns- 
ville was  captured  by  her  old  enemy,  Cortina, 
under  peculiar  circumstances.  A French 
force  of  about  5,000  took  Bagdad,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  with  the  object  of 
taking  possession  of  Matamoras,  where  Cor- 
tina was  then  in  command.  Brownsville  was 
at  that  time  occupied  by  Colonel  Ford  with  a 
considerable  force  of  Texan  cavalry,  and  Bra- 
zos Santiago  was  still  held  by  the  Federals. 
On  the  Gth  the  French  began  to  move  up  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  and  their  advance  be- 
came engaged  with  Cortina,  who  had  marched 
with  3,0U0  Mexicans  and  sixteen  pieces  of 
artillery  from  Matamoras  to  meet  them. 
There  seems  to  have  been  some  understand- 
ing between  Ford  and  the  French  commander, 
lor  during  the  engagement  the  former  ap- 
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})eared  on  the  other  side  of  the  Kio  Grande 
with  a larcre  herd  of  cattle  for  the  use  of  the 
invading  army,  and,  immediately  crossing  the 
river,  took  part  in  the  conflict  by  attacking 
the  rear  of  Cortina’s  army.  The  Mexican 
commander,  however,  succeeded  in  repulsing 
both  Ford  and  the  French,  who  retreated  to 
Bagdad.  Cortina  next  turned  his  attention 
to  Ford.  On  the  9th  he  passed  with  his  whole 
force  and  drove  the  Texans  from  Brownsville, 
and  took  possession  of  the  town  for  the 
United  States. 

Governor  Pendleton  Murrah,  of  Texas,  on 
his  accession  to  the  executive  chair,  found 
many  unusual  perplexities,  the  State  being 
harassed,  and  currency  down  to  3 or  4 cents 
on  the  dollar,  and  all  three  branches  of  the 
government  usurped  by  military  proclama- 
tion, etc.  He  therefore  convened  the  legisla- 
ture in  extra  session,  to  meet  May  11,  1804. 
But  the  terrible  evils  under  which  Texas  was 
laboring  could  not  be  remedied  in  a short  j 
time,  and  before  any  measure  of  relief  could 
take  signal  effect,  the  end  of  the  great  war 
came.  Kirby  Smith,  however,  had  the  hardi- 
hood of  protracting  the  war  in  Texas  some 
weeks  after  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appo- 
mattox, but  finally  surrendered  to  General 
Canby,  May  20.  But  the  last  engagement  in 
the  great  war  took  place  May  13,  near  the  old 
battle-field  of  Palo  Alto,  the  scene  of  Taylor’s 
victory  over  Arista. 

AFTER  THE  WAR. 

After  the  formal  surrender  of  Smith  and 
Magruder, Governor  Murrah  retired  to  Mexico, 
and  June  19,  General  Granger,  of  the  United 
States  Army,  assumed  temporary  command. 
On  the  17th  President  Johnson,  in  pursuance 
of  his  plan  of  reconstruction,  appointed  An- 
drew J.  Hamilton  provisional  goveinor  of 


Texas.  May  29,  the  piesident  issued  a 
proclamation  granting  an  amnesty,  with  cer- 
tain exceptions,  to  persons  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  rebellion,  on  condition  of  their 

takincr  an  oath  of  allegiance.  Governor  Ham 
o o 

ilton  arrived  at  Galveston  near  the  close  of 
July,  and  began  the  I'corganization  of  the 
State  government,  under  the  old  regime,  by 
proclaiming  an  election,  where  loyal  persons 
may  vote  for  State  and  all  other  necessary 
officers.  Both  President  Johnson  and  Gov- 
ernor Hamilton  were  so  liberal  that  the  anti. 
Union  men  of  Texas  had  hopes  of  gaining 
control  of  the  government. 

But  the  greatest  practical  question  now 
coming  up  was  the  disposition  of  the  freeil 
blacks.  The  course  of  Confrress  soon  assured 
the  public  that  the  negroes  would  have  all  the 
rights  of  citizenship,  so  far  as  national  legis- 
tion  could  make  them.  President  Johnson 
seemed  to  be  in  haste  to  re-install  the  old 
Confederates  in  power  under  the  Federal 
Government.  During  the  years  1865-’GG  he 
]>ardoned  over  GOO  persons  in  Texas  alone 
who  were  not  included  in  the  amnesty  procla- 
mation he  had  issued.  He  “soured”  on  cer- 
tain prominent  liepublicans  in  Congress,  and 
seemed  to  desire  to  obtain  a preponderance 
of  Southern  or  Democratic  element  in  that 
body  as  soon  as  possible. 

After  the  final  victory  of  Northern  arms, 
the  Unionists  in  Texas,  and  especially  the 
Federal  soldiers,  were  peculiarly  exposed  to 
the  vengeance  of  the  more  riotous  element  of 
the  vanquished  Confederates,  and  considerable 
persecution  and  some  murders  were  indulged 
in.  Only  in  the  vicinity  of  the  garrisoned 
towns  and  posts  was  security  of  person  and 
property  maintained.  Even  the  courts  were 
warped,  according  to  General  Custer’s  (Fed- 
eral) testimony.  Said  he:  “Since  the  estal)- 
lishment  of  the  provisional  goveniment  in 
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ill  STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


Texas  tlie  irrand  jiirie>  tliroii<>'lioiit  tlie  State 
have  fi>iiiid  upward  of  500  indietiuerits  for 
iinuder  atraiiist  disloyal  men,  and  yet  not  in 
a sinirle  eas(?  has  there  been  a eonviction.” 
The  nei^ro  population  of  Texas  at  the  close 
of  the  war  was  about  400.000.  (freat  num- 
bers had  been  sent  hither  during  that  stru<^^le 
to  get  them  away  from  Federal  interference, 
^ow,  since  they  had  been  freed,  they  all  be- 
gan to  move  for  employment,  and  before  they 
attained  it  many  of  them  suffered  much,  and 
some  even  killed.  One  man  testifies  that  he 
collected  accounts,  showing  that  260  dead 
bodies  of  negroes  had  been  found  throughout 
the  State  up  to  the  middle  of  January,  1806, 
— some  in  the  creeks,  some  floating  down 
stream,  and  some  by  the  roadside.  But  soon 
the  excitement  died  down  somewhat,  and  the 
negroes  be^an  to  find  work.  Plantation  own- 
ers were  compelled  to  yield  to  necessity  and 
offered  them  tenns  which  promised  to  insure 
steady  labor.  Wages,  $20  a month,  or  two- 
thirds  of  the  cotton  crop  and  one-half  the 
corn  crops.  And  many  testified  that  they 
could  net  as  much  from  their  business  under 
the  new  order  of  things  as  under  the  old. 


THE  RECOXSTKUCTION  CEKIOD. 

January  8,  1866,  an  election  was  lield  for 
delegates  to  a State  convention  to  form  a new 
constitution.  There  was  no  excitement,  and 
little  interest  was  shown,  probably  not  half 
the  voters  taking  part.  This  created  some 
alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  ])hilanthropists,  but 
an  occasion  of  that  kind  seldom  draws  out  a 
large  vote,  because  there  is  no  particular  issue 
in  (piestion,  and  no  great  hero  up  fur  office, 
whose  followers  take  zealous  hold. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  convention  J.  W. 
Throckmorton  was  elected  its  president,  and 
they  proceeded  to  adopt  every  measure  neces- 


tf: 


sai'v  for  re-admission  into  the  old  Union. 
This  constitution  was  submitted  to  the  people 
June  25,  who  that  day  gave  28,119  votes  for 
it  and  23,400  against  it.  ( >f  cour-se  there  was 
many  a bitter  pill  in  the  new  document  for 
the  old  pro- slavery  element  to  swallow,  but 
they  could  not  help  themselves. 

On  the  same  day  of  the  ratification  of  the 
constitution,  Mr.  Throckmorton  was  elected 
governor,  and  G.  W.  Jones,  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor. In  his  messacre  to  the  legislature 
the  new  governor  said  it  was  desirable 

that  all  military  force,  and  the  agents  of 

the  freed  men’s  bureau,  should  be  with- 

drawn from  the  interior  of  the  State, 
and  tiiat  the  most  certain  way  to  effect 

this  object  would  be  the  enactment  of  just 
laws  for  the  protection  of  the  blacks,  and  their 
rigid  enforcement.  He  added  that  every  ef- 
fort should  be  made  to  itnpress  upon  the 
freedmen  that  their  labor  was  desirable,  and 
that  laws  should  be  passed  carrying  out  the 
intention  of  that  article  in  the  constitution 
securing  to  them  protection  of  person  and 
property,  lie  also  called  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  to  the  numerous  outrages  recently 
committed  by  Indians  on  the  frontier.  Upon 
his  recommendation  the  legislature  paid  no 
attention  to  the  question  of  ratifying  the  new 
clause  of  the  Fe<leral  constitution  abolishing 
slavery,  and  ivjected  by  sixty- seven  nays  to 
five  yeas  the  disfranchisement  of  the  late 
Confederates  iuijiosed  by.  the  fourteenth  ar- 
ticle of  the  same  constitution,  wliich  reads: 
“No  person  shall  be  a senator  or  repre.-entative 
in  Congress,  or  elector  of  president  or  vice- 
president,  or  hold  any  otlice,  civil  or  military, 
under  the  United  States,  or  under  any  State, 
who,  having  j)reviously  taken  an  oath  as  a 
member  of  Congress,  or  as  an  oflicer  of  the 
United  States,  or  as  a member  of  anv  State 
legislature,  or  as  an  executive  or  judicial  ofli- 
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cor  ol'  ;ui  V Stiik*.  to  sn[)[).ii  t l iic  c >n>tit  iition  of 
tlie  Lliiitod  States,  bhall  liavc  eiicaccd  iiiiiisiir- 

o 

rectioM  or  rehellioii  acainst  the  same,  or  given 
aid  or  eotnt'ort  t<>  the  enemies  thereof.  lint 
C'ongress  may,  hy  a vote  of  two-thirds  of  each 
house,  remove  sneh  disahility.''  Thegovernoi' 
maintained  that  the  adoption  of  sneli  an  ar- 
ticle would  deprive  the  State,  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a century,  of  the  services  of  her 
ablest  and  best  men,  at  a time,  too,  when  such 
services  are  peculiarly  im|)ortant. 

This  legislatni'C  ])assed  nnmerons  laws  for 
internal  improvement,  and  one  providing  an 
elficient  military  force  for  tlie  protection  of 
the  frontier,  besides  many  other  useful  laws. 

Under  the  plan  pursued  by  President 
Johnson,  State  governments  h.ad  by  this  time 
been  estaldished  in  all  the  Confederate 
States.  Put  Congress  considered  that  the 
president  had  been  going  too  fast,  and  es(ai>- 
lished  military  rule  throughout  the  South,  ot 
course  over  the  veto  of  the  president.  Gen- 
eral Phil  Sheridan  was  oiven  the  command 

O 

of  the  district  including  liOuisiana  and  Texas, 
and  he  appointed  General  Griffin  to  super- 
vise the  latter  State,  with  headquarters  at 
Galveston.  To  him  was  entrusted  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  State,  and  he  proceeded  ac- 
cording to  the  more  stringent  measures  re- 
quired  by  the  “lladical”  Congre.-s.  lie 
found  Governor  Throckmorton  in  his  way, 
and  advised  liis  removal,  which  was  done  by 
General  Sheridan,  Grittin  added:  “I  can 

not  find  an  officer  holding  position  under  the 
State  laws  whose  antecedents  will  justify  me 
in  reposing  trust  in  him  in  assisting  in  the 
registration.”  He  further  stated  that  he  had 
again  and  again  called  the  attention  of  the 
governor  to  outrages  perpetrated  on  Union 
men,  but  knew  of  no  instance  in  which  the 
offender  had  been  punished.  At  a later  date 
he  e.splains  that  efforts  were  made  toe.xclnde 


Pnion  men  from  the  jury  lioxes,  to  prevent 
which  he  issued  a circnhir  order,  ])reseribing 
a fonn  of  oath  which  virtually  exclmled  every 
|)erson  that  had  bi-en  connected  witli  the  Con 
federacy  from  serving  as  a juror.  This  order 
was  seized  upon  by  some  State  officials,  who 
attempted  to  make  it  appear  that  the  courts 
were  clo.'cd  by  the  enforcement  of  it. 

Governor  Throckmorton,  of  course,  denied 
the  many  slanderous  attacks  that  had  been 
made  upon  him,  and  it  seems  tliat  he  was 
really  desirous  of  adjusting  himself  and  the 
State  to  the  new  system  of  reconstruction 
adopted  by  Congress  in  opposition  to  Presi- 
dent Johnson’s  views. 

Says  Bancroft:  “Early  in  August  the 

deposed  governor  ^ent  in  Ids  final  report  of 
his  administration.  It  contains  the  Treas-^ 
urer’s  report,  showing  the  receipts  to  have 
been  Sh26,518,  and  the  expenses  $025,192; 
a statement  of  Indian  depredations  from  1805 
to  1807,  from  which  it  appears  that  during 
the  two  years  102  persons  were  killed,  J8 
carried  into  captivity  and  24  wounded;  and 
he  gave  in  addition  a copy  of  his  address  and 
the  official  correspondence  explanatory  of  his 
conduct.  In  reviewing  this  correspondence 
Throckmorton  remarks  tfiat  every  fair-mind- 
ed person  will  be  satisfied  that  the  reports  ot 
General  Griffin  were  made  witliout  any  foun- 
dation in  fact,  and  were  not  supported  by 
any  public  or  private  act  of  his;  and  that  the 
imputation  that  lie  (Throckmorton)  was  an 
impediment  to  the  reconstruction  of  the 
State  showed  the  sinister  influences  which 
surrounded  Griffin  and  hiS  proclivity  to 
error. 

“In  examining  the  facts  Tlirockmorton 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  tendered 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  State  autliori 
ties  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of 
Congress;  that  he  called  upon  the  civil  an 
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tluH'ities  Tor  siidi  iiit'onnatiun  as  would  con- 
duce to  that  end;  and  that  he  advised  the 
people  to  a cheerful  and  prompt  coinpliauce 
with  the  terms.  Hut  e.\traoidimiry  impedi- 
ments to  tlie  proper  execution  of  tlie  acts  of 
Coiigri^ss  liad  l»eeu  thrown  in  the  way.  First, 
tlie  circular  order  relative  to  jurymen’s  (|uali- 
tications  tilled  the  country  with  consternation, 
impressino  the  minds  of  the  people  that  they 
were  not  to  have  tlie  benefit  of  the  laws;  the 
oath  prescribed  would  in  fact  exclude  the 
majority'  of  the  people,  except  the  freed  men, 
from  serving  as  jurors;  secondly,  by  refusing 
to  fill  vacancies  in  State  offices  except  by  such 
persons  as  could  take  the  test  oath;  and 
thirdly,  by  delay  in  appointing  boards  of 
registration  in  many  counties.  Again,  no 
persons  except  those  of  one  political  party 
were  selected  as  registrars,  while  negroes  no- 
toriously  incompetent  were  appointed  to  act 
on  such  lioards;  such  persons  as  sextons  of 
cemeteries,  auctioneers,  members  of  police, 
under- wardens  of  workhouses,  school  direc- 
tors, jurymen,  overseers  of  the  roads  and 
many  other  classes  had  been  excluded  fi'om 
registration;  and  finally  a manifest  disinclin- 
ation had  been  sliown  by  the  military  autliori- 
ties  to  believe  in  the  sincerity  of  the  State 
offici;ds,  and  in  the  people  when  declaring 
their  desire  to  comply  with  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress.” 

Hesides  tke,aho-v.6v-Mr.  Throckmorton  pi  >- 
ceeds  to  enumerate  many  acts  of  lawlessness 
and  oppression  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  agents  and  the  military. 

Elisha  M.  Pease  became  governor  for  the 
third  time  in  August,  1807.  Public  alfairs, 
however,  had  sadly  changed  since  the  happy 
jteriod  of  his  first  administration.  Partisan 
feelino-  was  now  bitter,  and  in  no  other  of  t..e 
Confederate  States  did  the  work  of  recon- 


struction pro\’c  more  dillicult.  Texas  was 
the  last  to  be  readmitted  into  the  Union. 

Ccneral  Sheridan's  military  administra- 
tion gave  oreat  dissatisfaction  to  President 
Johnson,  and  on  August  20,  18(>7,  he  was  re- 
jilaced  by  the  appointment  of  General  Win 
field  S.  ILancock,  whose  views  weiv  very  <lif- 
fercnt  from  those  of  his  predecessor.  lie 
was  unwillinn  to  sulimit  civil  offenders  to 

C* 

military  tribunals.  lie  annulled  the  rigid 
rules  laid  down  by  Griffin  with  regard  to 
registration  of  voters,  instructing  the  local 
boards  to  proceed  according  to  the  statutes. 
Hut  Hancock  gave  as  little  satisfaction  to 
Congress  as  his  predecessor  had  to  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  want  of  harmony  at  Washing- 
ton between  the  leo-islative  and  executive  de- 
partments  was  the  occasion  of  frequent 
change  in  policy^  with  regard  to  Texas,  and 
corresponding  change  of  officers,  and  such  a 
state  of  national  affairs  would  naturally  keep 
the  people  of  Texas  in  an  unsettled  condi- 
tion. Hancock  was  succeeded  by  General 
Heynolds. 

An  election  was  held  in  February,  1868, 
which  eon  tinned  four  days,  for  the  choice  of 
delegates  to  a State  constitutional  convention. 

At  the  same  time  4:4,689  votes  were  cast 
in  favor  of  the  convention  being  held,  and 
11,440  against  it.  According  to  the  historian 
Thrall,  5(5,678  white  voters  were  registered 
and  47,581  black  ones. 

June  1 following,  the  convention,  compris- 
ing sixty-three  delegates,  was  held  at  Austin, 
and  organized  by  electing  Edmund  J.  Davis 
president,  and  AV^.  A^.  Tunstall  secretary.  Al- 
though the  convention  was  composed  of  loyal 
Hepublicans,  they  were  divided  into  two  fac- 
tions. Genei'al  Griffin  had  some  time  before 
that  ()cen  petitioned  to  declare  by  military 
order  all  acts  of  the  Texas  legislature  passed 
after  secession  null  ah  initioj  but  he  died 
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belurt*  issiiiiH'-  tlio  oidiT.  The  members  of 


the  coiieeiitioii  who  believed  in  having  a 
formal  order  issued  aimiilliiur  all  aets  durincr 

O O 

the  [KM’iod  of  secession,  were  called  by  nick- 
name ‘-Ab  Initios.”  Another  difference  con 
cerned  the  (|iiestion  of  suffrage,  a portion  of 
the  convention  beincr  inclined  to  be  more  in- 

O 

tolerant  toward  the  ex-Confederates  than  the 
other  party.  Kor  three  months  these  oppos- 
iim  factions  aroned  these  matters  and  made 
but  little  j)rogress  iti  framing  a constitution. 
August  31  they  adjourned  to  reassemble 
December  7,  and  when  they  did  meet  again, 
the  dilferences  appeai-ed  to  be  more  irrecon- 
cilable than  ever;  but  finally  the  more  lib- 
eral party  prevailed  by  a vote  of  thirty-seven 
yeas  against  twenty-six  nays,  on  February  3, 
18(13.  The  article  concerninti  the  franchise, 
which  was  finally  adopted,  was  drafted  by 
Governor  Hamilton,  and  reads  as  follows: 

“Every  male  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upward, 
not  laboring  under  the  disabilities  named  in 
this  constitution,  without  distinction  of  race, 
color  or  former  condition,  who  shall  be  a res- 
ident of  this  State  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  this  constitution,  or  who  shall  there- 
after reside  in  this  State  one  year,  and  in  the 
county  in  which  he  offers  to  vote  sixty  days 
next  {)receding  any  election,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  for  all  officers  that  are  now,  or  here- 
after may  be,  elected  by  the  people,  and  upon 
all  questions  submitted  to  the  electors  at  any 
election;  provided,  that  no  person  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office  who  is  now  or 
hereafter  may  be  disapialified  therefor  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  until  such 
disqualification  shall  be  removed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States:  provided  fu'-ther, 
that  no  person,  while  ke[)t  in  any  asy- 
lum or  confinerl  in  prison,  or  who  has  been 
convicted  of  a felony,  or  is  of  unsound  mind, 
shall  be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office.” 

Hut  the  very  next  day  after  the  adoption 
of  the  form  of  constitution  to  be  submitted. 


namely,  on  February  -Ith,  twenty-two  of  the 
minority  members  signed  a protest,  the  pres- 
ident, E.  J.  Davis,  being  one  of  them.  In 
substance  the  objections  they  raised  were: 
That  it  was  baseil  on  the  assumjHion  that  the 
constitution  of  file  United  States  and  the 
accepted  constitution  of  Texas  of  1845  had 
not  been  continuously  the  supreme  law  ot 
the  land;  that  the  article  on  the  right  of 
suffrage  enfranchised  all  those  who  volunta- 

Co 

rily  became  the  ])ublic  enemy  of  the  Uniterl 
States;  that  the  majority  of  the  convention 
had  deliberately  removed  from  the  constitu- 
tion ev  ery  safeguard  for  the  protection  of  the 
loval  voter,  white  or  black;  had  stricken  frot\i 
it  the  whole  system  of  registry;  had  repudi- 
ated the  oath  of  loyalty  contained  in  the 
)-econstniction  laws;  had  spurned  the  test  of 
C(|ual  civil  and  political  lights,  etc. 

The  convention  was  so  disorderly  as  to  not 
adjourn  in  a formal  and  decent  manner,  and 
the  members  left  for  their  homes  before  the 
journal  of  the  proceedings  was  made  up  and 
approved.  General  Ganby  reported  the  trouble 
to  Washington,  and  on  instruction  proceeded 
to  gather  together  the  records  as  well  as  he 
could  and  compile  them  in  an  orderly 
shape. 

The  ]iopular  vote  on  the  constitution,  taken 
Novemlier  3U  following,  resulted  in  72,3G(j 
in  favor  of  it,  to  4,328  against  it.  At  the 
same  election  Edmund  J.  Idavis  was  chosen 
governor,  and  J.  W.  Flanagan  lieutenant 
governor.  Members  of  the  legislature  were 
also  appointed,  and  an  order  was  issued  by 
the  military  commander,  summoning  the  leg- 
islature to  assemble  at  Austin  February  8, 
following. 

Governor  Pease,  fituling  his  position  an 
embarrassing  one,  the  military  rule  being  so 
awkwardly  mi.ved  in  with  civil  atfaii^-,  that 
he  resigned  September  30,  1803,  and  a/'  in- 
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tervaJ  of  over  three  months  occurred,  in 
which  the  adjutant  in  charge  acted  a kind  of 
provisional  governor,  before  Idavis  was  in- 
auirurated. 

d'ho  h“td?latii  re,  ineotincr  as  ordert^d, 
promptly  ratified  the  proposed  amendments 
to  the  United  States  constitution  (enfian- 
cliising  negroes,  etc.),  appointed  senators  to 
Congress,  and  did  otlier  necessary  business 
imposed  upon  it  by  the  reconstruction  laws 
as  a provisional  body,  and  adjourned. 

March  30,  1870,  the  president  of  the' 
United  States,  Grant,  approved  the  Con- 
ojressional  act  readmittinor  Texas  “into  the 
Union.” 

The  reconstruction  period  of  Texas  ex- 
tended over  five  years,  during  which  time 
lawlessness  prevailed  as  it  never  did  bebjre. 
On  this  subject  General  Ileynolds,  in  a letter 
to  the  War  Ue|)artment,  dated  October  21, 
1809,  says:  “The  number  of  murders  in  the 
State  during  the  nine  months  from  January 
1,  1809,  to  September  30,  same  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  recoixls,  necessarily  imper- 
fect, is  384:,  beinej  an  averacre  of  about  one 
and  a half  per  day ! From  this  statement  it 
appears  that  with  the  partial  breaking  up  of 
bands  of  desperadoes  by  military  aid  the 

number  of  murders  is  diminishintr  from 

o 

month  to  month.” 

Although  the  re-admission  of  Texas  into 
the  iJnion  was  technically  the  end  of  the 
“ reconstruction  period,”  full  re-adjustment 
was  not  attained  for  some  years  afterwird. 

On  the  recoofuition  of  Texas  as  a State, 
Goyernor  Dayis  passed  from  the  relation  of 
proyisional  to  permanent  governor,  and  soon 
afterward  the  military  gave  up  its  special 
civil  jurisdiction  to  the  new  order  of  things. 
The  governor,  in  his  message,  called  atten- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  [U'oviding  measures 
for  the  suppression  of  cidme,  and  j-ecom- 


mended  the  enactment  of  a law  for  the  effi- 
cient organization  of  the  militia,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a police  system,  which  woidd 
emltrace  the  whole  State  under  one  head,  so 
that  the  police,  sheidtls  and  constable^  (d'  the 
difl'erent  cities  should  lie  made  a [lart  of  the 
general  police,  act  iu  concert  with  it  and  tie 
subject  to  the  uialers  of  the  chief.  He  made 
mention  of  a class  of  criminals  which  con- 
sisted of  mobs  of  lawless  men,  who  assem- 
bled and  operated  in  disguise  in  carrying  out 
some  unlawful  purjjose,  generally  directed 
against  the  freedmen.  The  immunity  from 
arrest  of  such  offenders  gave  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  they  were  protected  or  encouraged 
by  the  majority  of  the  people.  To  repress 
this  evil  he  sustsrested  that  the  executive  be 
given  power  to  establish  temporarily,  under 
certain  contincrencies,  martial  law.  Also  he 
considered  that  the  frequency  of  homicides 
was  attributable  to  the  habit  of  carryitig 
arms,  and  recotnmended  that  the  legislature 
restrict  that  privilege,  which  it  would  be  aide 
to  do  under  the  amended  constitution.  Fur- 
thermore, believinir  that  education  would 
limit  crime,  he  recommended  improvement 
in  the  school  system.  JMaiiy  other  good 
thiners  he  also  recommended. 

O 

The  legislature,  politically,  stood : Senate. 
17  Ilepublicaus,  two  of  them  Africans,  7 
conservatives  and  6 Democrats;  house,  50 
Republicans,  8 being  Africans,  19  consei’va- 
tives  and  21  Democrats.  This  body  was  in 
accord  with  the  crovernor.  Its  session  wa^  a 
long  one,  not  adjourning  until  August  15, 
and  it  passed  many  acts,  iu  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  govenior.  The 
military  and  the  police  were  authorized  to  be 
oi-ganized,  and  the  result  of  the  organizations 
brought  many  a collision  between  the  whites 
and  the  blacks.  The  latter,  sometimes  being 
on  the  police  force  and  otherwise  iu  command. 
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t'oiind  a Ititter  time  in  cndeavorinfi  to  execute 
tlie  law  over  his  white  neiglibors.  Mistakes 
were  made  and  veimeance  resorted  to,  and 
tlie  rire  ot'|»artj  passion  was  raised  to  a (treater 
Iieip^ht  than  e\to'  In  .January,  1871, 

there  was  :i  st-iaoiis  atlair  at  Huntsville.  A 
iieuro,  an  important  witness  in  a criminal 
ease,  was  kilU-d,  and  pei-sons  implivated  in 
the  mnia.ler  were  airestetl.  I'riends  aided 
them  to  escape,  and  the  captain  of  the  judice  | 
who  held  them  in  charoe  was  woniuled  in  the 

O 

scrimmage.  Martial  law  was  jiroclaimed  by 
tile  governor  and  a military  conijumy  sent 
from  an  ad]\»ining  comity  to  enforce  the  law.  ; 
Soon  all  was  ipiiet.  Another  ditlicnlty  oc-  ! 
curred  atGroesbeck,  in  September,  one  .\pple-  | 
white  being  killed  in  the  streets  by  three 
colored  policemen.  A serious  disturbance 
took  place,  the  whites  and  negroes  being  ar- 
rayed against  each  other.  On  October  10 
Governor  Davis,  on  account  of  the  above  fia- 
cas,  proclaimed  martial  law  in  Limestone  and  ! 
Freestone  counties.  The  order  was  revoked  | 
November  11,  but  the  peojile  were  asses.sed 
for  a considerable  sum  to  defray  expen.ses. 
Godley,  House  and  Mitchell  were  also  mur- 
dered in  a similar  manner.  In  Hill  county,  I 
also,  in  the  fall  of  1870,  martial  law  was  eii-  | 
forced  for  a short  time.  The  pai-ticulars  in  j 
the  last  mentioned  case  were  these:  j 

One  James  Gathings  and  “ Slol  ” Nichol- 
son  killed  a negro  man  and  woman  in  IJosipie 
county,  and  fled,  it  was  supposed,  to  Hill 
county.  Soon  afterward,  one  morning  belVn-e 
sunrise.  Lieutenant  Fiitchett  and  two  other 
officers  and  four  negroes,  under  the  special 
authority  of  Governor  Davis,  went  to  the  re- 
sidence of  Colonel  J.  .1.  Gathings  in  Hill  j 
county,  and  demanded  opportunity  to  search  : 
his  house  for  “ little  .Jim  ” Gathings.  The  i 

D I 

colonel  met  them  at  the  <loor  and  tohl  them  j 
he  was  not  there.  I'hey  insi.stedj  and  he  ’ 


asked  them  for  their  authority.,  and  they  said 
they  had  it.  lie  demanded  that  it  be  shown 
j him.  They  then  replied  that  they  had  left  it 
I in  Waco;  and  he  then  told  them  that  they 
could  not  ^eandi  his  house  except  by  force  of 
arms.  Two  of  the  men  then  drew  out  their 
pi.'-tols  and  said  that  they  intended  to  do  that 
i very  thing.  Next.  Fritidiett  told  the  negr-  cs 
to  o()  ill  ami  search.  Gathiuos  then  seized 
, a shotgun  and  declared  that  he  would  shnot 
the  lii'st  negro  that  came  in:  a white  man 
could  go  in,  said  he,  but  no  nigger;”  and 
he  cursed  them  in  the  severest  terms  imagin- 
able. The  search  was  made,  hut  no  boy 
found. 

The  oflicers  and  neo'roes  then  started  toward 
Covington,  a village  near  by.  Gathings  had 
them  ai'rested  before  night,  for  .seai’ching  his 
house  without  legal  authority.  They  gave 
bonds  for  their  appearance  at  court,  but  sent 
word  that  they  were  going  to  mob  Gathings, 
and  the  citizens  stood  guard  at  his  house  for 
eight  nights.  The  mob,  however,  did  not 
ajipear;  nor  did  they  appear  at  court, although 
Gathings  and  his  fidends  were  on  hand. 

In  the  meantime  Governor  Davis  issued 
writs  for  the  arrest  of  Gathings  and  his 
friends,  to  be  served  by  Sheriff  Grace;  but 
when  the  matter  came  up  again  the  author- 
ities said  they  wanted  only  an  amicable  ad- 
justment, and  proposed  to  release  Gathings 
and  his  friends  if  he  wmuld  pay  the  cost  of 
the  proceedings  tlius  far,  which  amounted  to 
nearly  ^^J,000,  and  which  was  j-eadily  fur- 
nished. Al'terward  when  Richard  Coke  w;is 
o'overnor  the  State  reimbursed  -Gathings. 

During  Davis’  administration  as  crovernor, 
the  State  treasurer,  Davidson,  embezzled 
SoO.dOO  or  over  and  ran  away,  and  was  never 
caught,  althoucrh  Davis  seemed  to  make  all 
possible  effort  to  capture  him.  The  bomls- 
mei)  were  sue  I, 
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In  November,  as  shown  by  the  general 
election,  the  Oeinocrats  came  out  in  full  force 
and  elected  a fnll  set  of  State  ollicers,  a ma- 
jority of  the  State  legislature,  and  the  full 
Congressional  delegation.  At  the  same  elec- 
tion Austin  was  cliosen  as  the  permanent  seat 
of  the  State  government,  by  a large  major- 
ity. The  new  legislature  met  January  1-1,  j 
1873,  and  the  Democrats  at  one  proceeded  to  j 
repeal  all  obno.xions  laws;  the  militia  bill 
passed  by  the  preceding  legislature  was  so 
nioditied  as  to  deprive  the  governor  of  the 
power  to  declare  martial  law;  the  objectioualde 
State  police  force  was  disbanded,  and  material 
changes  wei'e  effected  in  the  election  laws. 

Mow  for  a coup  d'etat.  The  Democrats, 
after  reforming  the  law,  determined  next  to 
reform  \.\\e  personnel  of  the  government,  and 
this  had  to  be  done  by  stratao-em.  The  o-ov- 
ernor  was  a stanch  Ilepublican,  and  the  senate 
still  contained  a Republican  majority.  Seeing 
that  a scheme  of  obstruction  would  imme- 
diately stop  the  wheels  of  the  government, 
the  Democrats  voted  no  a])propriations  with 
which  to  carry  on  the  government  until  they 
could  have  a new  election.  So,  beins:  conti- 
dent  that  at  the  polls  they  would  be  sus- 
tained, they  boldly  ordered  a new  election  of 
State  officers,  members  of  the  legislature,  etc. 
Their  party,  of  course,  was  trium])hant,  but, 
the  election  being  unconstitutional,  as  de- 
cided by  the  supreme  court,  Davis  officially 
announced  the  fact,  and  prohibited  the  new 
legislature  from  assembling.  The  new  legis- 
lature met,  however,  in  the  upper  story  of 
the  capitol,  while  the  ohl  Republican  body 
met  in  the  lower  story,  guarded  by  negi'oes. 
The  immediate  outlook  appeared  frightful. 
President  Grant  was  appealed  to,  but  refused 
to  sustain  Davis,  and  this  was  the  cause  of  the 
moderation,  which  finally  resulted  favorably. 

Richard  Goke  was  elected  governor,  and 


Richard  B.  Hubbard  lieutenant  governor, 
they  being  elected  by  a majority  of  50,000. 
On  the  lUth  of  January,  Governor  Davis 
vacated  the  executive  chair  without  a formal 
surrender.  This  was  an  exceedingly  narrow 
escape  from  bloodslnal.  In  a public  speech, 
in  1880,  Davi.s  referred  to  tbi.s  affair,  and 
sail]  the  Demom'ats  seized  the  State  govern- 
ment; but  Governor  Coke,  in  his  message, 
referred  to  the  matter  in  the  following  term.': 
“ Forebodings  of  danger  to  popular  liberty 
and  representative  government  caused  the 
stoutest  and  most  jiatriotic  among  ns  to 
tremble  for  the  result.  A conspiracy,  bolder 
and  more  wicked  than  that  of  Cataline  against 
the  liberties  of  Rome,  had  planned  to  over- 
throw of  free  government  in  Texas.  The 
capitol  and  its  purlieus  were  held  by  armed 
men  under  command  of  the  conspirators,  and 
the  treasury  and  department  offices,  with  all 
the  archives  of  the  government,  were  in  their 
possession.  Your  right  to  assemble  in  the 
capitol  as  chosen  representatives  of  the  people 
was  denied,  and  the  will  of  the  jieople  of 
Texas  was  scoffed  at  and  defied  " * * 

The  president  of  the  Hnited  States  was  being 
implored  to  send  troops  to  aid  in  overthrow- 
ing the  government  of  Texas,  chosen  by  l)er 
people  by  a majority  of  50,000.  The  local 
and  municipal  officers  throughout  the  State, 
in  sympathy  with  the  infamous  designs  of 
these  desperate  and  unscrupulous  revolution- 
ists, taking  courao-e  from  the  boldne.ss  of  the 
leaders  at  the  capital,  wei’e  refusing  to  deliver 
over  to  their  lawfully  elected  successors  the 
offices  in  their  possession.  A universal  con- 
flict of  jurisdiction  and  authority,  extending 
through  all  the  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, embracing  in  its  sweep  all  the  territory 
and  inhabitants  of  the  State,  and  every  (pies- 
! tioii  Ufion  which  higitimate  government  is 
■ called  to  act,  WH'  imminent  and  impending." 
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NEW  r<).\;'TITl'TIOXS  AND  THE  A DMI NESTK  ATIONS. 


Now,  in  J.'umarv,  1875,  all  the  most  in-i 
tat  iiio  jiartisan  (j  iiei-t  ioii»  hoinguiit of  tlu'  wa\ 
amithf  iiiiiuls  of  the  pt-ople  in  eoinpaiative 
lesl,  fiosenior  Coke  lecuiiimeiided  tho  adop- 
tion of  a new  State  constitution,  as  many 
.(•laiise>  in  the  one  then  existing  wei'e  cnin- 
bei  some  or  obstnu'tiv  e.  ami  becomiiiid'  more 
so  with  the  advance  of  e\(Mits.  In  liis  mes- 
sage to  the  legislature  meetino  that  winter, 
whrch  was  a long  document  of  iiinetv-two 
octavo  ])0ges,  he  recounts  in  detail  all  the 
small  necesfities  and  desired  impian ements 
in  the  government,  as  well  as  the  large  ones, 
disonssing  them  at  length.  Among  many 
other  statements  was  one  to  the  effect  that 
Mexican  niarandei’S  were  doing  more  mischief 
on  this  side  of  tl?e  Rio  Grande  than  they  had 
dj,me  before  for  a number  of  years.  I''ederal 
aid  was  asked  for  pi-otection  against  them. 

F>y  an  act  of  August  13,  1870.  veterans  of 
the  reflation  which  separated  Texas  from 
Mexico,  including  the  Mier  pn'soners,  were 
to  receive  pensions.  Comptroller  Eledsoe, 
I>y  mistake,  extended  the  provisions  of  this 
law  to  person^iiot  propei-ly  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  it.  '"-At  any  rate  this  was  the  rea- 
son given  by  Governor  Davis  on  the  occasion 
of  his  vetoing  two  items  of  appropriation  to 
pay  claims  of  veterans.  By  this  act  the  gov- 
ernor exposed  himself  to  the  attack  of  his 
Jdemocratic  enemies,  who  charged  him  with 
entertaining  hostile  feelings  toward  the  vet- 
crans.  By  a subsequent  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, however,  the  list  of  pensioners  was 
increased,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  gov- 
ernor l)ecame  alarmed  at  the  rapidly  inci’cas- 
ing  number  of  claims,  lie  said  that  Darden 
and  Coke,  in  the  course  of  a year  or  so,  issued 
§1,115,000  worth  of  bonds  in  pension.  About 


1,100  persons  came  up  as  “veterans'’  in 
struggles  lietween  Texas  and  Mexico.  Tlu' 
I law  was  soon  repealed. 

In  March,  1875,  anothei’  constitutional 
cDiistMition  wa.s  pro\ided  fur.  August  3d  the 
: pcuple  (amt  00,583  votes  for  the  convention. 

: eh'ctino  deleoates,  and  30,540  a'Ciiimt  it. 

I ‘ ’ /n 

j The  convention  assembled  at  Aimtin,  Sep 
tember  t>,  following,  and  completed  its  laboi  > 

I Noxenilier  24.  The  new  constitution  was 
' ratitied  liy  the  popiilai’  vote  Febniary  17, 
1870,  when  130,000  votes  were  cast  in  its 
favor  and  50,fi52  ao'ainst  it.  On  the  same 
(lav  a general  election  was  held,  when  the 
regulai'  iJeuioci'atic  State  ticket  prevailed. 
Coke  was  re-elected  governor,  by  a majority 
of  over  102,000  votes,  over  ^Villiam  Cham- 
bers, who  received  47,719  votes. 

In  this  new  constitution  the  following  are 
some  of  the  more  noticeable  features:  In  the 
I bill  of  I'ights  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
j tion  of  18G9,  which  declared  secession  a her- 
I esy,  and  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  Stales  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
are  omitted.  Brovision  was  made  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives to  150,  at  the  rate  of  one  addi- 
tional member  for  each  15,*000  inhabitants  at 
each  fresh  apportionment.  The  number  of 
senators  was  permanently  fixed  at  thirty-one. 
The  legislature  was  to  meet  every  two  years, 
the  governor’s  term  of  office  reduced  to  two 
years,  and  his  salary  from  §5,000  to  §4,000. 
The  article  of  the  old  constitution  res])ecting 
suffrage  was  so  changed  as  to  make  no  refer- 
! ence  to  “race,  color  or  former  condition.” 
j Foreign  immigration  was  discountenanced. 

As  Soon  as  the  legislature  met,  the  gover- 
nor pointed  out  defects  in  the  constitution, 
recommending  amendments,  especially  with 
i-ererence  to  the  judicial  system.  The  gov- 
ernor also  stated,  in  his  message  to  the  Icgis- 
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latlire,  tliat  wliile  Indian  troubles  were  less, 
the  Mexican  border  troiibl(‘S  continued  un- 
abated. 

On  May  5,  tins  year,  Governor  Coke  was 
elected  I'nited  States  Senator,  but  continued 
to  exiM'cise  the  functions  of  executive  \intil 
Itecemher  1,  when  he  resigned,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  llnbbard  succeeded  to  the  of- 
fice. 

During  Governor  Hubbard’s  administra- 
tion a serious  troul^le  arose  between  Texan 
and  Mexican  citizens  in  El  Faso  county, 
which  resulted  in  some  bloodshed  amou£r  the 
bad  characters,  and  probably  even  among 
some  of  the  good  people.  It  originated  in  a 
personal  quarrel  between  Charles  II.  Howard 
and  Louis  Cardis,  concerning  some  salt  de- 
posits. The  United  States  military  was 
called  into  requisition  before  the  fracas  was 
finally  quelled. 

Oran  M.  Roberts  was  tjovernor  of  Texas 
during  the  years  1879-’80,  during  which 
period  nothing  very  exciting  occurred. 

Ry  this  time  it  seems  that  the  famous  old 
Indian  question  was  about  out  of  the  way. 
The  reds  were  nearly  all  gone.  The  Co- 
manches  and  Kickapoos  had  proved  to  be  the 
most  troublesome,  the  former  claiming  the 
country  as  their  own,  while  the  latter  pro- 
claimed that  they  were  at  war  oidy  with 
Texas,  and  not  with  the  United  States.  In 
1870  there  were ' only  500  Toidvawas  and 
Lipans,  and  a few  years  later  Texas  was  re- 
lieved from  the  hostile  incursions  of  the 
Kickapoos,  who  were  removed  to  a reserva- 
tion in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  since  that 
time  all  hostile  Indians  have  been  subdued. 
Ry  1882  the  remnaTit  of  harmless  natives 
within  the  borders  of  the  State  have  been  re- 
duced to  108  souls,  and  these  were  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Griflin,in  Shackelford 
county.  They  had  no  I'eservation,  and  were 


dependent  to  a great  extent  upon  the  whims 
of  their  white  neighbors.  They  had  no  live 
stock,  and  lived  in  brush  houses  and  tepees. 
Tht-y  had  all  been  friendly  to  the  whites  and 
j were  well  contented.  An  insufficient  appro- 
I priation  for  their  support  was  annually  made 
by  the  Government,  and  the  citizens  of  Texas 
assisted  them  fi’om  time  to  time. 

A little  further  on  will  be  oiven  a list  of 
all  the  governors  of  Texas  to  date.  As  this 
work  goes  to  press  J.  S.  Hogg  is  re-elected 
I governor,  after  an  exciting  contest  occasioned 
by  Ins  antagonism  to  certain  classes  of  mo- 
nopolistic corporations,  etc. 

GREEK  COUNTV. 

“ Under  the  terms  of  the  annexation  treaty 
of  184:5  Texas  retained  possession  of  all 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  her 
boundaries;  but  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent the  boundary  has  not  been  definitely  set- 
tled. A dispute  has  occurred,  arising  oixt  of 
the  (dd  treaty  with  Spain  of  February  22, 
1819,  in  which  the  Red  river  is  made  the 
boundary  between  the  94th  and  100th  degree 
west  lono-itude  from  Greenwich.  At  the  date 

O 

when  this  treaty  was  made  but  little  infor- 
mation had  been  obtained  respecting  the 
region  extending  along  the  upper  portion  of 
Red  river,  nor  was  it  known  that  the  river 
was  divided  into  two  branches—  now  called 
the  north  and  west  forks — between  the  99th 
and  100th  meridians.  As  late  as  1848  all 
maps  described  Red  river  as  a continuous 
stream,  the  north  fork  not  being  laid  down 
upon  them.  Ry  an  exploration,  however, 
made  in  1852,  by  Captains  Marcy  and  Mc- 
Clellan, under  the  direction  of  the  War  De- 
partment, it  was  discovered  that  there  were 
j two  main  branches  to  the  river  proper;  but, 
probably  owing  to  the  inaccuracy  of  their 
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instrninents,  the  explorers  located  the  lOOih 
meridian  below  the  junction.  In  1857  tlie 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  who  wished 
to  know  the  boundary  between  the  Clmctaw 
and  Chickasaw  countries,  caused  an  astro- 
nomical survey  to  be  made  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  true  meridian,  which  was 
found  to  be  eighty  miles  west  of  the  junction 
of  the  two  forks,  the  surveyors  designating 
the  south  fork — “ Trairie  Doit  Fork” — as 
the  main  branch. 

“Texas  at  once  questioned  this  designa- 
tion, and  Congress  passed  an  act,  approved 
June  5,  1858,  autliorizing  the  president,  in 
conjunction  with  the  State  of  Texas,  to  mark 
out  the  boundary  line.  Commissioners  on 
both  sides  were  appointed,  who  proceeded  to 
do  their  work  in  1800.  JSTo  atrreement,  how- 
ever,  could  be  arrived  at,  and  Texas,  adopt- 
ing the  report  of  her  commissioner,  estab- 
lished the  Territory  in  dispute — about  2,000 
square  miles  in  area — as  a county  under  the 
name  of  Greer.  In  an  act  of  Congress  of 
February  24,  1879,  to  create  the  Northern 
Judicial  District  of  Texas,  etc.,  Greer  county 
is  included  in  the  district. 

“In  1882  a bill  was  before  Concrress  seek- 

O 

ing  to  establish  the  north  fork  as  the  true 
boundary,  but  hitherto  no  settlement  of  the 
question  has  been  attained.  Meantime  com- 
plications have  arisen,  through  persons  claim-  i 
ing  to  exercise  rights  on  the  disputed  land  I 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Texas,  conflicts 
have  taken  place  and  Wood  has  been  shed, 
owing  to  procrastination  in  the  adjustment 
of  the  disputed  claim.”—//.  II.  Bancroft, 
History  of  the  Pacific  States. 

I 

GENERAL  REFLECTIONS.  ' 

In  the  language  of  Mr.  II.  H.  Bancroft:  ' 
“ No  State  in  the  Union  has  passed  through  ' 
more  political  vicissitudes  than  Texas.  Dur-  1 


ing  the  present  century  her  penple  have 
fought  and  bled  under  no  le-s  than  five  dif- 
ferent national  flags,  representing  as  man^' 
different  governments.  First  we  find  her 
with  a sparse  popidation,  among  which  might 
be  found  some  few  individuals  of  the  Aimlo- 
American  race,  under  the  royal  standard  of 
Spain,  ruled  by  rnonarchial  laws;  next,  the 
eagle  of  the  Mexican  republic  dictates  the 
form  of  government  and  exasperates  by  ojt- 
pression  the  free-spirited  settlers  from  the 
United  States;  then  follow  revolt  and  a short 
but  sanguinary  struggle  for  independence, 
terminating  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Texan  republic,  with  its  emblematic  lone- 
star  flag.  After  a brief  existence,  however, 
as  a sovereign  nation,  Texas  was  content  to 
repose  beneath  the  standard  of  tlie  stars  and 
stripes,  which  in  turn  she  threw  aside  to 
flcriit  under  the  Confederate  banner.  The 

O 

land  which  was  once  the  abode  of  savages 
has  been  converted  iuto  a civilized  country, 
which  will  prove  a'Wenter  of  human  develop- 
ment. 

“Short  as  has  been  her  life,  the  common- 
wealth of  Texas  has  had  a varied  experience, 

■ — first  as  the  borderland  of  contending  col- 
onies, then  a lone  republic,  as  a member  of 
the  great  federation,  member  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy,  and  finally  reinstated  as  one  of 
the  still  unbroken  Union.  The  annals  of  her 
past  career,  as  we  have  seen,  are  replete  with 
stories  of  romantic  events,  ami  persevering 
struggles  to  shake  off  the  leaden  weight  of 
impeding  influences  and  elevate  herself  to 
the  proud  level  of  advancing  civilization. 
Her  future  is  bright;  she  has  entered  the 
broad  highway  of  universal  progiess,  and 
henceforth  her  march  will  be  one  of  unprec- 
edented prosperity.  A marvelous  rapid. ty 
has  already  marked  her  onward  course  to 
vvealth  and  happiness.  Brobably  there  never 
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was  a country  wliich  entered  upon  the  long 
and  brilliant  career  of  progress  that  we  may 
look  forward  to  in  this  instance,  under  more 
iavorahle  auspices  than  tliis  State.  Although 
<»lder  than  any  of  the  more  northern  I'acitie 
States,  it  has  developed  more  slowly,  and  has 
asuided  many  of  their  mistakes.  The  great 
curse  of  California  is  not  here  entailed.  The 
people  are  still  freemen,  and  the  law-makers 
and  the  public  officials  are  their  servants. 
There  is  little  or  no  j)ublic  debt;  their  pub- 
lic lands  are  their  own,  and  thev  have  not  all 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  sharpers  and  specu- 
tors;  they  rule  the  railroad  companies  in- 
stead of  being  ruled  by  them;  unjust  and 
oppressive  monopolies  are  not  permitted. 
Here  are  the  seeds  of  life  insteal  of  the  ele- 
ments of  disease  and  death.  ATith  her  vast 
area  of  tillable  and  grazing  lands,  a people 
I'apidly  increasing  in  numbers,  wealth  and 
retinement;  with  young  and  healthy  institu- 
tions resting  on  honest  republican  founda- 
tions; with  a determination  on  the  part  of 
the  people  to  admit  within  their  borders  no 
species  of  despotism,  no  form  of  tyranny, 
there  is  no  height  of  grandeur  to  which  this 
commonwealth  may  not  reasonably  aspire. 

“ Indian  depredations  on  the  frontier  have 
ceased,  and  cattle-raiding  on  the  Rio  Grande 
borderland  will  soon  be  a trouble  of  the  past; 
lawlessness  and  crime  are  yielding  to  fearless 
administration  of  justice  and  application  of 
the  laws,  and  order  is  sweeping  from  her 
path  the  refuse  tliat  for  decades  obstructed 
the  progress  of  large  portions  of  the  State. 
The  advancing  strides  made  by  Te.xas  since 
the  civil  war  toward  tlie  goal  where  lofty 
as[nrations  will  win  the  prize  of  unalloyed 
prosperity,  are  sti’ikingly  exhibited  by  offi- 
I ial  statistics  on  population,  agriculture, 
<ommerce,  industries  and  developing  enter- 
prises."’ 


Indeed,  many  men  who  have  no  pecuniary 
interests  in  Texas  have  been  heard  to  say 
that  that  State  is  destined  to  be  the  greatest 
in  the  Union. 

In  theii-  social  character  the  people  of 
Tex  a s are  still  hospitable,  with  better  oppor 
t unities  than  ever  to  exhibit  that  pleasurable 
trait.  General  intelligence,  and  its  concom- 
itant,  the  establishment  of  educational  insti- 
tutions, also  characterize  the  sons  of  the 
South  wlio  emigrated  to  that  great,  free 
State  in  the  first  place  for  greater  opportu- 
nity for  education,  hospitality  and  comfort- 
able homes  in  a comfortable  climate. 

CIIIKF  EXECUTIVES  OF  TEXAS  FROM  1691  TO 

1891 200  YEARS. 

SPANISH — 1691  TO  1822 — 131  years. 

Domingo  Teran. 

Don  Gaspardo  de  Anaya. 

Don  Martin  de  Alarconne. 

iNIarquis  de  Aguayo. 

Fernando  de  Almazan. 

Melchoir  de  Madiavilia. 

Juan  Antonia  Rustillos. 

Manuel  de  Sandoval. 

Carlos  de  Franquis. 

Prudencia  Basterra. 

J usto  Boneo. 

Jacinto  de  Barrios. 

Antonio  de  Martos. 

Juan  Maria,  Baron  de  Riperda. 

Domingo  Cabello. 

Rafael  Pacheco. 

Manuel  Mufioz. 

Juan  Bautista  el  Guazabel. 

Antonio  Cordero. 

Manuel  de  Salcedo. 

Christoval  Dominguez. 

lO 

x\ntonio  Martinez. 
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MEXICAN — 182‘2  TO  1835 — 13  years. 

Trespalacios 1822 

Don  Liiciana  le  Garcia 1823 

Uafael  (Jonzales  (Coalmila  ami  'I'exas) . .1825 

Victor  Blanco 182n 

Jose  Maria  Yiesca 1828  | 

Jose  Maria  Letona 1831 

Francisco  Vidauri 1834 

TEXAN 1835  TO  1846 — 11  years. 

Henry  Smith,  Provisional  Governor.  1835-’36 
David  G.  Burnett.  President  ad  interim.  1836 
Sam  Houston.  Constitutional  President . 1836 


Mirabeaii  B.  Lamar,  President 1838 

Sam  Houston.  President ..1841 

Anson  Jones,  President 1844 


state  GOVERNMENT  SINCE  ANNEXATION 1846 

TO  1893 — 47  YEARS. 


J.  Pinckney  Henderson.  . 1846 

George  T.  W ood 1847 

P.  H.  Bell. 1849-’51 

P.  H.  Bell 1851-’53 

E.  M.  Pease 1853-’55 

E.  M.  Pease 1855-’57 

H.  R.  Runnels 1857-’59 

Sam  Houston 1859-’61 

Edward  Clark  1861 

F.  R.  Lubbock 1861-'63 

Pendleton  Muri.idi 1863- ’65 

.\.  J.  Hamilton  (provisional) 1865-’66 

James  W.  Throckmorton 1866-’67 

E.  M.  Pease  (provisional) 1867-’70 

E.  J.  Davis 1870-’74 

Richard  Coke 1874-’76 

R.  B.  Hubbard 1876-’79 

t).  M.  Roberts 1879- '83 

John  Ireland 1883-’87 

L.  S.  Ross 1887-’91 

J.  S.  Hogg 1891-’93 


BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTK'ES. 

Some  of  the  more  prominent  characters  in 
the  early  history  of  Texas  are  further  sketched 
in  the  following  list; 

El, I, IS  P.  Bean,  the  successor  of  Philip  No 
Ian,  in  the  command  of  his  (ompany,  was  a 
marked  character.  In  1800,  when  he  was  but 
eighteen  years  of  age  and  possessing  a spirit 
of  adventure,  he  left  his  father’s  home  at 
Bean’s  Station,  Tennessee,  went  to  Natchez 
and  enlisted  in  Nolan’s  trading  company, 
then  consisting  of  twenty-two  men.  Reach- 
ing Texas,  and  while  at  a point  between  the 
Trinity  and  Brazos  rivers,  they  were  attacked 
and  beaten  by  a body  of  Spanish  troops. 
Bean,  with  eight  others,  was  taken  as  a pris- 
oner to  San  Antonio,  and  thence  to  Chihua- 
hua, being  kept  at  the  latter  place  three  year.-;, 
when  they  began  to  be  allowed  some  liberty  aiul 
to  labor  for  themselves.  Beau  had  learned 
the  hattino-  business,  and  he  followed  it  for  a 
year  in  Chiliuabua,  when  his  longing  to  see 
his  native  land  induced  him,  with  two  com- 
rades, to  run  away  and  endeavor  to  reach  the 
United  States.  The  three  were  arrested  near 
El  Paso,  severely  lashed,  and  again  ironed 
and  imprisoned. 

Bean’s  many  friends  in  Chihuahua  soon 
obtained  for  him  again  the  freedom  of 
the  city,  and  he  made  a second  effort 
to  escape,  but  was  again  taken.  He  was 
this  time  sent  under  a strong  guard  to 
the  south  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  On  their 
way  they  came  to  the  city  of  Guanajuato, 
where  they  remained  several  days;  and  while 
there.  Bean’s  noble  and  manly  bearing  won 
the  heart  of  a beautiful  Mexican  seiiorita  of 
rank,  who  wrote  a letter  to  him  avowing  her 
passion,  and  promising  her  influence  to  ob- 
tain his  liberation,  when  she  would  marry 
him;  but  he  was  hurried  away  and  never  per- 
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iiiitted  cii-aiii  to  see  her.  Poor  Bean  was  next 
conveyed  to  Acapulco,  one  of  the  most  sickly 
])laces  on  the  Pacific,  and  thrown  into  a filthy 
dnng'eon,  where  no  ray  of  the  light  of  heaven 
penetrated,  and  the  only  air  admitted  was 
through  an  aperture  in  the  base  of  the  mas- 
sive wall,  wliich  was  six  feet  thick!  In  this 
fonl  al)ode  his  body  was  covered  with  vermin; 
no  one  was  allowed  to  see  him,  and  his  food 
was  «^f  the  coarsest  and  most  unhealthy  kind. 
In  his  confinement  his  only  companion  was  a 
white  hzard,  which  he  succeeded  in  taming, 
and  which  became  very  fond  of  him.  The 
only  air  hole  had  to  be  closed  at  night,  to 
prevent  ingress  of  serpents.  One  night,  having 
neglected  to  close  it,  he  was  awakened  by 
the  crawling  of  a monstrous  serpent  over  his 
body.  His  presence  of  mind  enabled  him  to 
lie  perfectly  still,  until,  getting  hold  of  a 
pocket-knife  which  he  had  been  able  to  keep 
concealed  upon  his  person,  he  pierced  the 
monster  in  the  head  and  escaped  his  fangs. 
This  exploit  so  astonished  the  keeper  of  the 
prison  that  by  his  influence  a petition  was 
sent  to  the  governor  for  a mitigation  of  his 
confinement;  and  that  dignitary  graciously 
decreed  that  he  might  work  in  chains,  and 
under  a guard  of  soldiers.  Even  this  was  a 
relief. 

AVhile.thus  engaged  his  desire  for  freedom 
again  overcame  his  prudence.  He  succeeded 
in  freeing  himself  from  his  shackles,  and  with 
a piece  of  iron  killed  three  of  the  guard  and 
fled  to  the  mountains.  Again  he  was  hunted 
down  and  recaptured,  nearly  starved.  His 
cell  now  became  his  only  abode,  and  flogging 
and  other  indignities  were  heaped  upon  him. 
Another  year  passed  and  he  was  again  al- 
lowed the  liberty  of  the  prison  yard,  under 
strict  surveillance. 

Once  more  he  made  a desperate  atteinpt  to 
escape,  killing  several  soldiers  and  taking  the 


road  to  California.  This  time  he  had  traveleil 
300  miles,  when  he  was  once  more  recaptured 
and  carried  back.  He  was  now  confined  upon 
his  back,  and  for  weeks  was  almost  devoured 
by  vermin!  His  appeals  for  mercy  were 
treated  with  mockery.  But  his  freedom  drew 
nigh.  The  Mexican  revolution  of  1810  broke 
out.  The  royalists  became  alarmed.  They 
had  learned  to  look  upon  Bean  as  a chained 
lion,  and  now,  in  the  hour  of  their  trouble, 
they  offered  him  liberty  if  he  would  join  their 
standard.  He  promised,  secretly  determin- 
ing that  he  would  desert  the  first  opportunity. 
In  a few  days  he  was  sent  out  with  a scout 
to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  General  More- 
los, the  chief  of  the  republicans.  When  near 
the  camp  of  that  officer.  Bean  proposed  to  his 
comrades  that  they  should  all  join  the  pa- 
triots. His  persuavive  eloquence  was  so 
successful  that  they  all  agreed,  and  at  once 
reported  to  Morelos. 

Upon  the  information  Bean  was  able  to 
give,  an  attack  was  planned  and  executed 
against  the  royalists,  resulting  in  a complete 
victory.  For  this  Bean  received  a captain’s 
commission,  and  his  fame  spread  like  a prairie 
fire  throughout  Mexico.  For  three  years  he 
was  the  chief  reliance  of  Morelos,  and  when 
he  fought  victory  followed.  He  was  soon 
conducted,  with  flying  banners,  into  the  town 
of  Acapulco,  the  scene  of  his  sufferings. 
The  wretches  who  had  persecuted  him  now 
on  bended  knees  begged  for  mercy,  expecting 
nothing  but  instant  death.  But  Bean  scorned 
to  avenge  his  wrongs  upon  them,  and  dis- 
missed them  with  warnings  as  to  their  future 
conduct. 

Three  years  later  it  was  agreed  that  he 
should  go  to  New  Orleans  and  obtain  aid  for 
the  republicans  of  Mexico.  With  two  com- 
panions, he  made  his  way  across  the  country. 
On  the  route,  while  stopping  a few  days  at 
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Jalapa,  Mexico,  lie  became  suddenly  and  vio- 
lently enamored  of  a beautiful  lady  and  mar- 
ried her,  promising  that  he  would  return  to 
her  after  accomplishing  his  mission.  After 
various  adventures  he  reached  New  Orleans, 
two  days  before  the  memorable  battleof  Jan- 
uary 8,  1815.  He  at  once  volunteered  as  aid 
to  General  Jackson,  whom  he  had  known 
when  a boy,  and  he  fought  bravely  in  that 
decisive  action. 

He  afterward  returned  to  Mexico  and  joined 
his  wife,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  many 
years.  In  1827,  when  the  Fredonia  war 
broke  out  at  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  he  was 
colonel  commanding  the  Mexican  garrison  at 
that  place.  In  1835  he  returned  to  Jalapa, 
Mexico.  In  1843  he  was  still  living  in  Mex- 
ico, as  an  officer  on  the  retired  list  of  the 
army  of  that  nation.  A volume  containing 
an  account  of  his  almost  fabulous  adventures 
was  written  by  himself  in  1817,  and  pub- 
lished soon  afterward. 

Stephen  Fuller  Austin,  who  carried  out 
the  scheme  of  his  father,  Moses  Austin,  in 
the  founding  of  what  was  known  as  the  Aus- 
tin colony,  was  born  November  3,  1793,  at 
Austinville,  Wythe  county,  Virginia,  while 
his  father  was  interested  in  lead  mines  there. 
In  1804  he  was  sent  to  Colchester  Academy, 
in  Connecticut,  and  a year  afterward  to  an 
academy  at  New  London,  same  State.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  became  a student  at 
Transylvania  University,  in  Kentucky,  where 
he  completed  his  education.  When  twenty 
years  of  age  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature  of  Missouri,  and  was 
regularly  re-elected  until  1819,  in  which  year 
he  went  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  where  he 
was  made  Circuit  Judge  of  that  Territory. 
From  there  he  removed  to  New  Orleans,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  his  father  in  the 
projected  colonization  scheme.  On  the  death 


of  his  father  he  determined  to  carry  out  the 
enterprise  himself,  in  deference  to  the  wishes 
of  his  deceased  parent. 

Stephen  F.  Austin  was  well  adapted  as  a 
leader  of  settlers  in  an  unknown  country.  In 
his  childhood  he  had  been  inured  to  a front 
ier  life,  and  his  broad  intellectual  capacity 
enabled  him  to  utilize  tnany  lessons  to  be 
learned  from  the  wild  West.  This,  together 
with  his  legislative  experience  in  Missouri, 
and  experience  as  an  executive  of  Territorial 
laws,  enabled  him  to  be  a good  rule r^^ diplo- 
matist or  commissioner.  Rut  as  a military 
commander  he  had  no  ambition.  As  to  his 
temper,  he  himself  published  that  he  was 
hasty  and  impetuous,  and  that  he  had  forced 
upon  himself  a stringent  discipline  to  pre- 
vent a fit  of  passion  that  might  destroy  his 
influence.  In  his  disposition  he  was  open- 
hearted,  unsuspecting  and  accommodating 
almost  to  a fault.  He  was  therefore  often 
imposed  upon,  especially  in  the  minor  de- 
mands of  benevolence  and  justice  in  social 
life.  He  excelled  in  a sense  of  equity,  con- 
stancy, perseverance,  fortitude,  sagacity,  pru- 
dence, patience  under  persecution,  benevo- 
lence, forgiveness,  etc. 

He  was  never  married.  During  the  first 
years  of  his  residence  in  Texas,  his  home 
was  at  the  house  of  S.  Castleman,  on  the 
Colorado.  Later,  when  his  brother-in-law, 
James  F.  Perry,  removed  to  the  colony,  he 
lived,  when  in  Texas,  with  his  sister  at  Peach 
Point  plantation,  in  Brazoria  county.  Besides 
this  sister  he  had  a younger  brother,  named 
James  Brown  Austin,  who  was  well  known 
in  Texas. 

Colonel  David  Crockett,  one  of  the  most 
original,  typical  AVestern  characters  that  ever 
lived,  and  the  bravest  hero  of  the  Alamo, 
was  born  in  east  Tennessee,  on  the  Nola 
Chucky  river,  at  the  mouth  of  Limestone 
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iTeok,  August  17,  1780,  tlie  son  of  John 
Crockett,  of  Irish  descent,  who  participated 
in  the  American  revolution  for  independence, 
llavid’s  gi'andparents  were  murdered  by  In- 
diatis,  one  uncle  wounded  hy  them,  and 
another  captured.  ^Vhen  about  twelve  years 
of  age  his  father  hired  him  out  to  a kind- 
hearted  Dutchman  in  Virginia,  several  hun- 
dred  miles  distant,  but  he  soon  became  home- 
sick, ran  away,  and,  availing  himself  of  the 
services  of  a man  he  knew,  and  who  was 
passing  through  that  section  of  the  country 
with  a wagon,  started  hotne  with  him,  but 
the  wagon  proved  to  be  too  slow  in  its  progress 
for  his  eacrerness  to  reach  home,  and  he  left 
it  and  hastened  along  on  foot. 

But  he  was  not  home  very  long  until  he 
ran  away  from  that,  and  after  a time  went  to 
Baltimore  to  embark  in  a seafaring  life,  but 
the  man  who  conveyed  him  to  Baltimore  in 
his  wagon,  concluding  that  the  boy  was  too 
hasty,  prevented  him,  by  holding  his  cloth- 
ing and^money,  about  $7;  and  the  wagoner 
started  back  with  him  in  a homeward  direc- 
tion, and  young  Crockett  had  to  complete 
his  iourney  home  for  the  want  of  funds  to 
go  elsewhere.  He  remained  with  his  father 
for  some  years,  working  on  the  farm  and 
hunting,  for  he  finally  became  as  great  a 
hunter  as  Daniel  Boone  himself.  During 
this  period,  when  about  seventeen  years  of 
age,  he  “fell  in  love”  with  a young  Quaker- 
ess and  proposed  marriage,  but  was  refused, 
which  event  preyed  upon  his  spirits.  AYhen 
al)uut  eighteen  he  was  “smitten”  by  another 
girl,  who  at  first  agreed  to  marry  him,  and 
then  jilted  him;  and  this  was  worse  than 
ever;  he  felt  like  committincr  suicide. 
Within  a year  or  so,  however,  after  this,  he 
found  still  another  young  lady  who  agreed 
to  marry  him,  and  “stuck”  to  her  bargain. 
Bp  to  the  time  of  his  second  proposal  of 


marriage  he  had  had  but  four  days’  school- 
ing, and  he  sometimes  thought  that  it  was 
his  lack  of  education  that  caused  the  girls  to 
despise  him,  and  he  managed  to  get  a few 
months’  schoolimr,  and  that  was  all  he  ever 
obtained  in  his  life.  After  .marriage  he 
moved  to  Lincoln  county,  and  then  to  Frank- 
lin county,  Tennessee. 

The  Creek  war  coming  on,  in  1813,  Mr. 
Crockett  enlisted  in  Captain  Jones’  company 
of  mounted  volunteers,  and  was  engaged  as  a 
scout.  Afterward,  while  a member  of  the 
main  army,  he  participated  in  several  engage- 
ments, and  subsequently,  under  General  Jack- 
son  in  the  Florida  campaign,  he  was  commis- 
sioned colonel. 

About  the  close  of  the  Florida  war  his  wife 
died;  but  he  soon  married  a soldier’s  widow 
and  emigrated  to  Shoal  creek,  where  he  had 
an  amusing  time  endeavoring  to  serve  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  subsequently 
elected  a member  of  the  State  legislature, 
despite  his  backwoods  character,  as  he  was  a 
witty  humorist.  He  made  the  campaign  a 
characteristic  one  as  a humorous,  typically 
Western-pioneer  electioneeringcanvass,  which 
suited  the  tastes  of  the  people  of  the  time  and 
place. 

His  next  removal  was  to  Obion,  Tennessee, 
to  a point  seven  miles  distant  from  the  near- 
est house,  fifteen  from  the  next,  twenty  from 
the  next,  and  so  on ; but,  being  a passionate 
hunter,  and  living  in  a forest  noisy  with 
abundant  game,  he  found  it  easy,  the  height 
of  his  life’s  pleasure,  to  keep  his  family  sup- 
plied with  fresh  meat  of  the  highest  order, 
besides  obtainincr  many  luxuries  from  a dis- 

O 

taut  market  in  exchange  for  peltry.  He 
killed  many  a bear,  one  specimen  weighing 
600  pounds,  and  of  course  he  had  many  hair- 
raising  adventures  and  hairbreadth  escapes 
with  his  life. 
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lleititr  acraiii  elected  to  the  State  le<rlslature, 
as  a Wilier  he  voted  a<raiiist  General  Jackson 

O’  O 

for  United  States  senator,  becoming  a candi- 
date for  the  office  himself.  After  the  ad- 
journment of  this  legislature  he  engaged  in 
lumber  s[tecnlation.  Making  a trip  down  the 
Mississippi  with  a splendid  cargo  of  lumber, 
he  was  wrecked  and  lost  all.  In  1827  he  was 
elected  to  Conoress,  and  in  1829  re  elected: 
Imt,  running  the  third  time,  he  was  defeated, 
his  distinct  h iving  been  gerrymandered  to 
keep  him  out;  and  the  fourth  time  a candi- 
date, he  was  again  triumphant,  but  the  fifth 
time  he  was  beaten. 

The  last  disapointment  disgusted  him,  es- 
pecially after  he  had  so  great  an  ovation  in 
northern  cities,  where  everybody  was  running 
after  him,  more  for  his  humor  than  learned 
statesmanship.  This  disgust  with  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  Tennessee  was  the  spur  that  incited 
him  to  think  of  a distant  pioneer  field,  and 
he  decided  upon  Texas,  then  a part  of  Mexico, 
struggling  for  independence.  At  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  on  his  way,  he  endeavored  to  enlist 
a number  of  assistants,  but  failed  to  obtain 
any  volunteers.  On  arriving  in  Texas,  how- 
ever, he  succeeded  in  picking  up  four  or  five 

and  soon  had  a scrimmao-e  with  some 
fifteen  Mexicans,  and  of  course  whipped  them 
out  completely.  Giving  the  fugitives  chase 
they  soon  arrived  at  the  fortress  Alamo,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  'William  B.  Travis.  This 
was  situated  at  the  town  of  Bejar  (now  San 
Antonio),  on  the  San  Antonio  river,  about  140 
miles  from  its  mouth.  At  that  time  it  had 
about  1,200  inhabitants,  nearly  all  native 
Mexicans,  but  was  afterward  greatly  reduced 
by  Indian  depredations.  It  w'as  started  by 
the  Spaniards  establishing  a military  post  at 
that  point  in  1718,  the  village  actually  start- 
ing three  years  later,  by  emigrants  sent  out 
from  the  Canary  islands  by  the  king  of  Spain. 


Colonel  “ Uavy  ” Crockett  kept  notes,  as  a 
foundation  for  an  autobiography,  and  they 
end  with  his  death  in  the  Alamo  fortress, 
March  5,  1830. 

General  C.'istrillon,  commanding  under 
Santa  Anna,  as  a besieger  of  the  fort,  w'as  a 
brave  man,  but  not  cruel  toward  prisoners. 
Crockett’s  life  had  just  been  spared  from  the 
first  massacre,  with  five  others;  and  Castrillon 
marched  these  fated  six  patriots  up  to  that 
part  of  the  fort  where  stood  Santa  Anna  and 
his  murderous  crew.  The  steady,  fearless 
step  and  undaunted  tread  of  Colonel  Crockett 
on  this  occasion,  together  with  the  bold  de- 
meanor of  the  hardy  veteran,  had  a powerful 
effect  upon  all  present.  ISTothing  daunted, 
he  marched  up  boldly  in  front  of  Santa  An- 
na and  looked  him  sternly  in  the  face,  while 
Castrillon  addressed  “ his  excellency,”  “Sir, 
here  are  six  prisoners  I have  taken  alive:  how 
shall  I dispose  of  them?”  Santa  Anna  looked 
at  Castrillon  fiercely,  flew  into  a violent  rage 
and  replied,  “ Have  I not  told  you  be|ore  how 
to  dispose  of  them?  Why  do  you  bring  them 
to  me?”  At  the  same  time  his  hard-hearted 
officers  plunged  their  swords  into  the  bosoms 
of  the  defenceless  prisoners!  Crockett,  seeing 
the  act  of  treachery,  instantly  sprang  like  a 
tio-er  at  the  ruffian  chief,  but  before  he  could 

O 

reach  him  a dozen  swords  were  sheathed  in  his 
indomitable  heart,  and  he  fell  and  died  with- 
out aoToan,  with  a frown  on  his  brow  and  a 
smile  of  scorn  and  defiance  on  his  lips! 

Gexek.vl  Sam  Houston,  the  father  of 
Texas,  was  born  in  Rockbridge  county,  Vir- 
ginia, March  2,  1793.  Left  an  orphan  in 
early  life  by  the  death  of  his  father,  he  went 
with  his  mother,  in  destitute  circumstances, 
to  Tennessee,  then  the  verge  of  civilization. 
There  he  received  a scanly  education,  spend- 
ing most"  of  his  youthful  years  among  the 
Cherokee  Indians.  During  a portion  of  this 
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|)erioil  he  served  us  elerh  for  one  of  tlie  trad- 
ers, and  also  tauglit  a country  school. 

In  1813  lie  enlisted  as  a private  in  the 
United  States  Army,  and  served  under  Gen- 
eral JachbOii  in  his  famous  campaign  against 
the  Creek  Indians.  He  had  so  distinguished 
himself  on  several  occasions  that  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war  he  had  risen  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant,  hut  on  the  return  of  peace  he  re- 
signed his  commission  in  the  arinv  nnd  be- 

O •> 

gan  the  study  of  law  at  Xashville.  Ills  po- 
litical career  now  commenced.  After  hold- 
incr  several  minor  otHces  he  was  sent  to  Con- 

O 

gress  from  Tennessee  in  1823,  and  continued 
a member  of  the  House  until  1827,  when 
he  was  elected  govenior  of  the  State,  but 
before  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  resigned 
that  office,  in  1829,  and  went  to  Arkansas 
and  took  up  his  abode  among  the  Cherokees. 
Soon  he  became  the  aoent  of  the  tribe,  to 
represent  their  interests  at  Washington. 

On  a first  visit  to  Texas,  just  before  the 
election  of  delecrates  called  here  to  form  a 
constitution  preparatory  to  the  admission 
of  Texas  into  the  Mexican  Union,  he  was 
unanimously  chosen  a delegate  to  that  body. 
The  constitution  framed  by  that  convention 
was  rejected  by  the  Mexican  government. 
Santa  Anna,  president  of  the  Mexican  Con- 
federated Republic,  demanded  of  Texas  a 
surrender  of  their  arms.  Resistance  to  this 
demand  was  determined  upon.  A military 
force  was  organized,  and  Houston,  under  the 
title  of  general,  was  soon  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief.  lie  conducted  the  war 
with  great  vigor,  and  brought  it  to  a suc- 
cessful termination  by  the  battle  of  San  Ja- 
cinto. His  enemies  had  accused  liim  of 
cowardice,  because  he  had  the  firmness  not 
to  yffihl  to  hot-headed  individuals,  who  would 
have  driven  him,  if  they  could,  to  engage 
Santa  Anna  prematurely,  and  thereby  have 


placed  in  jeopardy  the  independence  of  lexas. 
and  because  lie  scorned  to  resent  with  brute 
force  the  abuse  that  was  heaped  upon  him 
by  political  and  ])ersonal  enemies  seeking 
his  blood. 

In  (detober,  1830,  our  hero  was  inaugu- 
rated the  first  president  of  the  new  Repub- 
lic of  Texas,  and  afterward  served  as  the 
chief  executive  in  this  realm  twice,  besides 
acting  in  many  other  capacities.  Gii  the 
breaking  out  of  the  great  Civil  war  he  was  a 
strono-  Union  man,  but  the  excited  Texans 
had  nearly  all  espoused  disunion  principles, 
and  Houston  was  forced  to  retire  from  public 
life.  He  died  July  25,  1863,  at  Huntsville, 
Walker  county,  Texas,  after  having  witnessed 
for  some  years,  with  a broken  spirit,  the  wild 
rush  of  the  South  for  a goal  that  she  could 
not  obtain,  and  suffering  in  his  own  person 
physical  ailments  and  general  declining 
health.  His  last  days  were  embittered  by 
the  fact  that  even  his  own  son,  Sam,  had  en- 
listed early  in  the  Confederate  ranks,  and  had 
been  wounded  and  was  a prisoner. 

Houston  was  a remarkable  man.  This  fact 
has  frequently  been  illustrated  in  the  forego- 
ing  pages.  He  was  a better  and  a more  ca- 
pable man  than  George  Washington.  His 
greatest  failings  were  vanity  and  its  com- 
panion, jealousy^  He  also  caused  some  en- 
mity by  his  inclination  to  clothe  himself  and 
his  movements  in  a robe  of  mystery,  but 
whether  this  was  a natural  trait  involuntarily 
exhibited  or  a habit  intentionally  exercised, 
is  itself  a problem.  Mistakes,  of  course,  he 
made.  The  sun  has  its  spots.  But  these 
mistakes  were  more  in  the  direction  of  giv- 
ing offense  to  his  opponents  than  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs.  All  person- 
ality was  merged  into  altruistic  patriotism. 

He  had  hard  men  to  deal  with,  and  these 
I men,  of  course,  “knew”  they  could  do  bet- 
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UlSTORT  OF  TEXAS.  ’ 


ler  rliiui  lie.  II  is  military  .-trategy  was  ex- 
traordiiiHi-y.  Tlie  instances  are  too  nutneroiis 
to  mention  lieia^.  The  reader  will  have  to 
consult  nearly  halt'  tin*  pau;t*s  of  Texas  history 
to  discover  them  all.  His  intuitive  quick- 
ness of  perception,  his  foresight  and  far- 
reaching  metital  grasp,  his  penetration  and 
ready  comprehension  of  the  drift  of  parties, 
and  his  sagacity  and  tact  in  devising  means 
for  the  attainment  of  specific  ends,  were  in- 
deed exceptional.  In  self-possession  and  con- 
fidence in  his  own  resources  he  was  unrivaled  ; 
his  influence  among  the  masses  was  extraor- 
dii’ary,  and  as  a speaker  his  power  over  a 
Texan  audience  was  macrical. 

As  president  of  the  JRepuhlic  his  adminis- 
tration was  marked  hy  economj',  by  a pacific 
j)olicy  toward  the  Indians,  and  by  a defensive 
attitude  toward  Mexico.  Jle  would  rather 
feed  Indians  than  kill  them;  he  was  ever 
i-eady  to  ward  off  threatened  invasion  and 
adopt  protective  measures  against  predatory 
incursions  on  the  frontier,  but  not  orcranize 
such  undertakings  as  the  Santa  Fe  expedition ; 
and  such  an  enterprise  as  the  one  attempted 
by  Colonel  Fisher  and  his  followers  in  their 
attack  on  Mier  was  never  contemplated  by 
him. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  where 
he  represented  Texas  for  nearly  fourteen 
years,  he  was  persistently  conservative  and 
democratic.  He  voted  against  the  extension 
of  the  Missouri  compromise  line  to  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  and  thereby  favored  free  territory 
south  of  that  parallel;  he  voted  for  the  Ore- 
gon Territorial  bill  with  the  slavery  exclusion 
clause,  and  he  voted  agaitist  the  Kansas-Me- 
braska  bill  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  thereliy 
favoring  free  territory  where  the  IMissouri 
compromise  had  fixed  it,  and  by  this  last  act 
he  incurred  the  displeasure  of  his  Southern 
adherents  more  than  by  anything  else  he  had 


ev'er  done.  He  also  became  identified  with 
the  “ Know-  Nothing”  party,  and  by  this 
means  also  alienated  many  of  his  old  Demo 
cratic  friends.  Put  who  can  guard  the  rights 
of  till'  riohteous  without  incurring  the  dis 
])leasure  of  the  unrighteous?  For  the  ignor- 
ant, the  hasty  and  the  iniquitous  will  not 
oidy  ])romnlgate  falsehoods,  but  even  truths 
in  such  a way  as  to  turn  friends  into  enemies. 
Gossip,  especially  in  haste,  will  unavoidably 
distort  everythincr. 

The  following  is  one  of  the  numerous  in- 
stances illustrating  the  humor  as  well  as  the 
sternness  ot  chai’acter  of  that  eminent  states- 
man ; 

In  1860,  while  Houston  was  governor  of 
Texas,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  for  frontier 
protection.  In  the  purchase  of  medical  sup- 
|)lies,  the  governor  gave  strict  orders  that  no 
liquor  should  be  included,  under  penalty  of 
his  serious  displeasure.  In  the  requisition  for 

medical  stores  made  by  l)r.  T , surgeon 

of  the  regiment,  were  included,  “Spts.  Vini 
Gallici,  bottles  24.  ” This  was  duly  furnished 
with  the  other  articles,  and  the  bill  was  taken 
to  General  Houston  for  his  approval.  The 
old  gentleman  settled  his  spectacles  upon  his 
nose,  and,  gravely  putting  his  eagle  quill  be- 
hind his  ear,  read  the  bill  through  slowly  and 
carefidly  until  he  came  to  the  item  in  qties- 
tion,  when  he  turned  to  the  druggist  and 
said:  “ Mr.  B — , what  is  this, — Spts.  Vini 
Gallici?  ” “ That,  General,  is  brandy.  ” “ Ah, 
yes!  and  do  you  know  that  I have  given  posi- 
tive orders  that  no  li(pior  should  be  furnished 
for  this  expedition?”  “ Ko,  General;  I was 
not  aware  of  it.  ” 

The  general  rang  his  bell.  “ Call  Dr.  T — . ” 
The  doctor  was  summoned.  “Dr.  T — , what 
is  this  ‘Spts.  Vini  Gallici’  for?”  “That. 
Governor,  is  for  snake-bites.”  Appealing  to 
the  druggist  the  governor  continued,  “Mr. 
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15 — , is  Spts.  Villi  (iallici  good  for  snake- 
bites?" ‘>Ves,  sir;  it  is  so  considered.”  “Ves”, 
replied  General  Houston,  in  slow  and  meas- 
ured tones;  “ and  there  is  Dr.  T — , who  would 
cheerfully  consent  to  be  bitten  by  a rattle- 
snake every  morning  before  breakfast  in  onler 
to  obtain  a drink  of  this  Sj)ts.  Vini  Gallici!” 
Having  thus  delivered  himself,  he  approved 
the  acconnt. 

In  private  life  Mr.  Houston  was  affalile 
and  courteous,  kind  and  generous.  AVhen 
thwarted,  however,  he  became  harsh  and 
sometimes  vindictive.  He  never  failed  to 
repay  with  compound  interest,  sooner  or  later, 
any  insinuation  or  coarse  attack;  and  those 
who  crossed  his  political  pathway  were  chas- 
tised with  a scathing  invective  which  they 
never  forgot.  Acts  of  friendship  and  enmity 
were  equally  retained  in  his  memory,  and 
met  with  corresponding  return.  Majestic  in 
person,  of  commanding  presence  and  noble 
countenance,  he  was  a strikirm  fitrure.  Son’ow 
for  the  miseries  of  his  country,  poverty  in 
his  household  and  a broken-down  constitu- 
tion, saddened  his  later  days.  So  straitened 
were  his  means  that  his  family  were  often 
stinted  foi-  the  necessaries  of  life!  He  was 
married  the  second  time,  and  at  his  death  left 
a widow  and  seven  children,  all  under  age. 

Lorenzo  oe  Zavala,  a prominent  champion 
of  Texan  freedom,  was  born  in  Merida,  Yuca- 
tan, in  1781,  where  he  was  educated  and 
practiced  as  a physician  till  1820,  when  he 
was  elected  deputy  to  the  kSpanish  Cortes.  On 
his  return  he  was  first  made  deputy  and  then 
senator  in  the  Mexican  congress.  In  March, 
1827,  he  was  governor  of  the  State  of  Mexico, 
which  office  he  held  until  the  revolutioti  of  i 
Jalapa  in  1830,  wliich  forced  him  to  leave 
the  country.  In  1833  he  was  again  elected 
to  congress,  and  also  governor  of  the  State 
of  Mexico,  the  house  passing  a unanimous 


resolution  permitting  him  to  hold  both  posi- 
tions. During  the  following  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed ministei'  to  France,  but  as  soon  as  he 
saw  the  direction  toward  centralism  which 
the  party  in  power  was  taking  he  resigned 
that  position.  He  was  too  liberal  a republi- 
can and  too  honest  in  his  principles  to  take 
part  in  the  overthrow  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion. He  served  his  country  faithfully,  but  on 
his  retirement  to  Texas  he  was  stigmatized  as 

O 

a traitor  and  vacrabond.  March  6,  1829,  he 
acquired  agrant  in  Texas,  contracting  to  colo- 
nize it  with  500  families.  He  was  one  of 
three  commissioners  to  represent  Texas  and 
Coahnila  at  the  Mexican  government  in  1834; 
signed  the  declaration  of  independence;  was 
the  second  vice  president  of  the  Texan  Re- 
public; and  was  entrusted  with  many  other 
important  public  matters.  He  died  at  Lynch- 
burg,  Texas,  November  15,  1836. 

Of  William  B.  Travis,  a Texan  patriot 
in  the  early  times  of  strife  and  feud,  compara- 
tively little  is  known.  His  name  figures  oc- 
casionally in  the  previous  history  in  this 
volume,  his  career  winding  up  at  the  terrible 
battle  of  the  Alamo,  where  he  was  killed 
early  in  that  short  fight.  The  capital  county 
of  Texas  is  named  in  his  honor. 

Richard  B.  Ellis,  after  whom  Ellis  county 
is  named,  lived  in  one  of  the  disputed  set- 
tlements in  the  Red  river  country.  He  was 
a prominent  citizen  and  represented  his 
municipality  in  the  convention  of  1836,  Iieing 
jiresident  of  that  body.  He  died  in  1840. 
Doubt  existing  as  to  which  government  his 
section  belonged,  to  he  certain  of  rejiresenta- 
tion  somewhere,  his  son,  who  lived  in  the 
same  house  with  him,  was  elected  to  the  lecj- 
islature  of  Arkansas  as  a citizen  of  Miller 
county,  of  that  State,  and  accepted. 

James  Bom'ie,  brother  of  the  crcntleman 
who  inv'ented  the  “ bo'vie  knife,  ” was  a na- 
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live  of  (iecii'^ia.  WliiU-  Lalitti*  occupied  j 
(Jaheston,  tlie  tliree  brothers,  James,  Re/.iii  ' 
P.  and  John,  eu;rao-ed  in  buyino-  negroes  ot:‘  I 

1. ahtte's  men,  conducting  them  through  the  | 
swamps  of  Louisiana  for  sale.  Tliey  are  said  1 
to  liave  made  ^tr!5,000  liy  this  tratfic.  James  | 
I lowie  was  connected  with  l.ong’s  e.xpedition 
in  1819.  In  October,  183U,  he  became  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  Saltillo,  and  soon  after 
married  a daughter  of  N'^ice  Governor  Yera- 
mendi,  of  San  Antonio  de  Bejar.  November 

2,  1831,  he  fought  a i-emarkable  battle  with 
Indians  on  the  San  Saba  river,  in  vdiich,  witli 
his  brother  Kezin,  nine  other  Americans  and 
two  negroes,  he  defeated  164  Tehuacanas  and 
Gaddoes,  the  Indians  losing  nearly  half  their 
number,  while  the  Anglo-Texans  had  only 
one  man  killed  and  three  wounded!  When 
hostilities  broke  out  he  attached  himself  to 
the  Te.xan  cause.  A county  in  this  State  is 
named  in  his  honor. 

IIkzix  (or  IIazin)  P.  Bowie,  first  made  a 
new  style  of  knife,  which  was  used  in  com- 
bat by  his  brother,  Colonel  James  Bowie, 
and  it  has  since  been  improved  upon  from 
time  to  time  by  cutlers  and  dealers. 

Steimikn  M.  Blount,  who  was  in  1888  the 
oldest  living  survivor  of  the  signers  of  the 
declaration  of  Texan  independence,  was  a na- 
tive of  Georgia,  born  February  13,  1808,  and 
moved  to  Texas  in  July,  1835,  settling  at 
San  Augustine.  In  1836  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  convention  that  declared  the 
independence  of  Texas,  and  nominated  Gen- 
eral Houston  for  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Texan  forces.  Blount  was  a close  personal 
friend  of  Houston,  whom  he  always  after- 
ward regarded  as  a grand  man.  In  1837 
Blount  was  elected  clerk  of  San  Auo-uttine 

C* 

county,  and  held  that  position  four  years. 
His  whole  life  has  been  one  of  activity. 
Prior  to  bis  emigration  to  Texas  he  served  in 


several  otlicial  capacities  in  his  native  State. 
He  was  colonel  of  the  Eiflith  Begiment  of 
Georgia  militia,  and  was  aide-de-camp  to 
militai'y  generals  in  l832-’34. 

CoLuNKi,  J ami:s  AVL  Fannin  particijiateil  in 
the  battle  of  Conception  in  October,  1835; 
was  stationed  in  command  at  Velasco  directly 
aiterward;  appointed  military  agent  early  in 
1846  to  raise  and  concentrate  all  volunteers 
who  were  willing  to  take  part  in  an  expedi- 
tion against  Matamoras;  assisted  in  the  de- 
fence of  Goliad  early  in  1837,  but  made  a 
fatal  mistake  and  was  defeated.  He  was  a 
brave  and  intrepid  officer,  but  somewhat 
deficient  in  caution.  He  was  inclined  to 
underestimate  the  force  of  the  Mexicans, 
was  with  his  men  taken  prisoners,  and  as 
such  massacred,  with  over  300  others! 

Mikaijeau  B.  Lamak  was  appointed  secre- 
tary of  war  in  1836  for  the  new  republic,  and 
as  such  was  strongly  opposed  to  entering 
into  negotiations  with  Santa  Anna;  was  ap- 
pointed major  general  of  the  Texan  army,  in 
1836,  but  his  hasty  advice  caused  him  to  be 
unpopular  among  his  men,  and  he  was  in- 
duced to  retire;  was  the  same  year  elected 
vice-president  of  the  republic;  was  left  in 
command  of  the  general  government  by 
President  Houston,  who  left  the  executive 
office  for  the  seat  of  war;  elected  president 
in  1838;  advised  in  his  inaugural  address 
“extermination  or  extinction”  of  the  Indians; 
encouraged  the  Santa  Fe  expedition,  which 
proved  so  disastrous;  and  on  the  whole  he  was 
a rather  unfortunate  “statesman.”  His  ad- 
ministration as  governor,  etc.,  was  extrav- 
agant financially,  and  many  of  his  measures 
demoralizing. 

Jose  Antonio  Xavarro,  in  whose  honor 
Xavarro  county  was  named,  was  born  in  Sail 
Antonio  de  Bejar,  Fel)ruai’y  27,  1795,  his 
father  being  a native  of  Corsica  and  an  offi- 
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cer  in  tlie  Spanish  army,  lie  was  a standi 
Federalist  and  a foe  to  military  depotism.  In 
l83I-’85  Navarro  was  a land  commissioner 
for  liejar  district;  a member  of  the  conven- 
tion in  ISdO;  and  a member  of  tlie  conoress  | 
in  183S-’39.  lie  was  condemned  by  Santa  i 
Anna  to  imprisonment  for  life,  though  during 
his  captivity  he  was  several  times  offered 
pardon,  liberty  and  high  oilice  if  he  would 
altjnre  his  native  country,  Tc.xas,  forever. 
These  propositions  were  reiectcd  with  scorn. 

In  Decemher,  184-1,  just  before  the  fall  of 
Santa  ^Vnna,  he  was  removed  from  San  Juan 
de  Ulua  and  allowed  to  remain  a^prisoner  at 
large  in  Vera  Cruz,  whence  lieescaped  Janu- 
ary *2,  arriving  at  Galveston  I'ebruary  3,  1845, 
after  au  absence  of  more  than  three  years  and 
a half.  On  his  return  he  was  elected  delegate 
to  the  convention  held  that  year  to  decide 
upon  the  question  of  annexation,  and  was 
afterward  senator  from  llejar  district  in  the 
State  congrees.  He  died  in  his  native  city  in 
1870. 

General  T.  J.  Rusk  was  born  December 
5,  1808,  in  South  Carolina,  his  father  being 
an  immigrant  from  Ireland  and  a stone  mason 
by  occupation.  Through  the  influence  of  John 
C.  Calhoun,  on  whose  land  the  family  lived, 
young  Rusk  was  placed  in  the  office  of 
William  Grisham,  clerk  for  Pendleton  dis- 
trict, where  he  made  himself  familiar  with 
the  law.  and  was  soon  admitted  to  the  liar. 
He  afterward  removed  to  Clarksville,  Georgia, 
where  he  married  the  daughter  of  General 
Cleveland.  At  that  place  he  acquired  a 
lucrative  practice,  but  unfortunately  engaged 
in  mining  speculations  and  was  swindled 
out  of  nearly  all  his  earnings.  He  pursued 
some  of  the  rascals  to  Texas,  and  found  them 
in  this  State,  but  they  had  spent  or  concealed 
all  his  money.  Going  to  Nacogdoches,  he 
Inc  hed  himseir,aiid  was  afterward  conspicuous 


as  a Texan  patriot.  He  distinguished  himself 
in  the  war  of  independence,  and  subsequently 
commanded  variousexpeilitionsagainst  the  In- 
dians. Ill  1839 he  was  appointed  chief  justice 
of  the  I hquililic,  but  soon  resigned  and  retired 
into  law  jiractice  at  Nacogdoches.  In  1845, 
he  was  president  of  the  annexation  conven- 
tion, and  was  one  of  the  lirst  two  .senators  to 
the  United  States  Congress,  and  this  position 
he  held  until  his  death  in  1857,  brought 
about  by  his  own  hand,  probably  in  a fit  of 
mental  aberration  induced  by  a malignant 
disease  and  the  loss  of  his  wife.  He  was  a 
man  of  rare  qualities,  and  is  held  in  the  high- 
est esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  On  account 
of  his  death  Congress  wore  the  usual  badge 
of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Elisha  Anglin,  a prominent  early  settler 
of  central  Texas,  was  born  in  Powell  Valley, 
Virginia,  where  he  was  raised  and  married; 
moved  thence  to  Kentucky,  afterward  to  Clay, 
Edgar  and  Cole  counties,  Illinois,  and  linally, 
in  1833,  to  Texas.  He  reached  what  is  now 
Grimes  Prairie,  Grimes  county,  in  the  fall  of 
1833,  where  Austin’s  colony  still  remained. 
In  the  summer  of  1834.  in  company  wdth 
James  and  Silas  Parker,  he  visited  Limestone 
county  ill  Robertson’s  colony,  and  located  a 
claim  where  the  jiresent  town  of  Groesbeck  i.^^ 
situated.  Silas  Parker  located  his  claim  north 
of  Aiiirlin’s,  and  James  Parker  went  still 
further  north.  They  then  returned  to  Grimes 
Prairie,  each  buying  a load  of  corn  prepara- 
tory to  bringing  their  families,  which  they 
did  in  the  summer  of  1834.  Mr.  Anglin  set- 
tled on  his  claim  February  1,  1835,  and  Fort 
Parker  was  built  in  the  summer  of  the  same 
year. 

When  the  Parkers  and  Mr.  Anglin  settled 
in  the  county  the  Indians  were  friendly  and 
peccable,  those  then  in  the  lucaliiy  being  the 
Tehuacanas,  at  Telnunana  Hills;  the  Kee- 
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chiee,  on  Keechie  creek,  and  the  Wacoes,  who 
were  then  occupying  tlieir  village  at  AV^aco. 
The  Hrpt  trouble  was  brought  about  l»y  raids 
being  made  on  them  by  bands  of  white  men. 
Tilt*  raitis  were  made  in  the  summer  of  18do, 
and  the  bdlowing  spring  news  leaehed  the 
fort  of  the  advance  of  the  Mexicans  under 
Santa  Anna.  Mr.  Anglin,  beliet  ing  that  the 
fort  and  all  the  inmates  would  fall  \ ietims  to 
Mexican  fties  and  hostile  Indians,  Irietl  to  in- 
duce the  lAirkers  to  abandon  it  and  retiie  to 
the  settlements  beyond  the  Trinity.  Hut  this 
they  refused  to  do.  Taking  his  family,  Mr. 
Anglin,  in  company  with  Mi*.  Faulkenberry 
and  family  aiul  Mr.  Hates  and  faniMv,  sought 
safety  at  old  Fort  Houston,  near  Palestine. 
He  did  not  i-etnrn  to  Limestone  county  until 
the  spring  of  1838,  when  S[)ringtield,  after- 
ward the  county  seat,  was  laid  out,  he  being 
present  and  assisting  in  this  labor.  For  four 
or  five  years  following  this  date  he  resided 
principally  in  the  settements  in  Grimes  coun- 
ty, but  in  January,  1844,  took  u[)  his  perma- 
nent residence  on  his  claim,  where  he  lived 
until  his  last  marriage,  and  until  his  death, 
near  Mount  Calm,  in  January,  1874,  aged 
seventy-six  years.  He  assisted  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  county,  held  a number  of  minor 
local  positions  at  an  earlier  day,  was  an  un- 
lettered man,  but  jjossessed  considerable  force 
of  character,  the  elements  of  the  pioneer 
strongly  preilominating. 

Mr.  Anglin  was  five  times  married,  and 
the  father  of  a number  of  children.  His  first 
wife  was  Hachel  Wilson,  a native  of  Virginia, 
who  died  in  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  leaving 
five  children : Abram;  AVilliam ; John ; Mai-y, 
afterward  the  wife  of  Silas  II.  Hates;  and 
Alargaret,  now  Mrs.  John  M(;ody.  He  was 
then  niarried,  in  Coles  county,  Illinois,  to 
Catherine  Duty,  who  bore  him  three  childr^i, 
only  one  of  whom  reached  maturity:  Kebecca 


Catherine,  now  the  wife  of  Franklin  Coates, 
of  Utah  Territory.  His  second  wife  died  at 
old  Fort  Houston,  Jiear  Palestine,  this  Slate, 
and  he  married  the  third  time,  at  Tinnan’s 
j Fort,  Kobei  t.'on  county.  Mi  s.  Orpha  James. 

They  had  eight  children,  only  one  of  whom 
i is  now  living:  Adeline,  wife  of  Daniel  Par 
j ker,  (d'  Ander.-*on  county,  Texas.  His  fourth 
' marriage  oeciirrerl  in  Limestone  county,  to 
j Airs.  Nancy  Faulkenberry,  widow  of  David 
Fanlketiberry.  llis  lifth  wile  was  .Mrs.  8arah 
Chaffin, 'Mcc  (h’ist,  but  by  the  la^t  two  unions 
there  were  no  children. 

Nkii.i.  Mitd.K.NN.xN,  in  honor  of  whom  Mc- 
J.ennan  county  is  named,  was  l>orn  in  the 
Jiighlaiidsof  Scotland,  in  1777,  and  emigrated 
with  two  biothers  and  other  relatives  to  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  in  1801,  where  he 
resided  as  a farmer  until  1816.  AVith  a brave 
and  adventurous  spirit,  and  with  one  com- 
panion, he  explored  the  wilds  of  Fhn-ida,  and, 
becoming  satisfied  with  the  country,  remained 
there  until  1834.  He  had  heard  of  Texas, 
and  with  his  two  brothers  and  a few  other 
friends  purcha-ed  a schooner  at  Pensacola, 
loaded  her  with  their  goods  and  fam- 
ilies, navigated  her  themselves,  and  landed 
safely  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hrazos  river 
early  in  1835.  They  proceeded  up  the 
river  and  settled  on  Fond  creek,  near  its 
mouth,  in  what  is  now  P''alls  county,  AVhile 
there  his  two  brothers  were  killed  b}'  the  In- 
dians, Laughlin,  one  of  the  brothers,  being 
shot  full  of  arrows.  The  family  of  the  lat- 
ter, consisting  of  a wife  and  three  small  boys, 
were  captured  and  taken  away.  The  mother, 
j who  was  living  with  him,  was  also  killed,  the 
I house  was  Inirned,  and  the  wife  and  youngest 
child  (lietl  in  captivity.  The  next  boy  was 
bought,  and  the  eldest  remained  with  the 
Indians  until  grown,  when,  by  a treaty,  his 
uncle,  Neil  (not  N’eill)  McLennan,  brought 
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him  to  McLennan  county.  It  was  ditlicult 
to  reconcile  him  to  staying  away  t’roiii  his 
tribe.  He  finally  married  and  raised  si.\ 
children,  llisdcath  occurred  in  I860.  John, 
the  other  brother,  was  andjiished  and  sliot 
near  Nasliville. 

During  tlie  winter  of  1830  and  spring  of  | 
1840  iSeill  Mcl.eiinan  accompanied  Captain 
tleorge  B.  Krath  on  a sur\eying  tour  to  the 
Bosque  country,  and  being  impressed  with  , 
the  advantages  tliere  for  farming  and  grazing,  | 
determined  to  locate  there.  .Vccordingly  lie  | 
commenced  improvements  there  in  1845,  and  i 
made  it  liis  liome  duriiio-  the  i-emainder  of 
his  life.  At  the  old  homestead  still  stands  j 
the  old  double  log  hou.s^  where  many  a way-  i 
faring  man  has  received  refreshments  and  I 
rest  without  money  or  charge. 

Mr.  IMcLennan  had  si.\  children,  namely: 
John,  who  died  in  Milam  county,  in  1887; 
Christina,  wife  of  Eli  Jones,  of  McLeniian 
county;  Catherine,  wife  of  L.  K.  li.  Davib; 
Neil  (one  1),  a resident  of  McLennan  county; 
Duncan,  also  of  McLennan  county;  Laughlin, 
deceased  in  1860.  Mr.  McLennan  died  in 
the  month  of  November,  1867,  aged  eighty- 
one  years. 

Colonel  Steklino  C.  RunKKSiON,  em- 
presario  of  liobertson's  colony,  was  born  in  I 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  about  1785.  He  served  j 
as  major  of  the  Tennessee  troojis  in  the  war  j 
of  1812,  received  a good  education,  and  was  i 
trained  up  as  a planter,  and  engaged  in  agri-  j 
cultural  pursuits  in  Giles  county,  that  State.  | 
Enterprising  and  adventurous,  and  having 
considerable  means,  he  formed  a company 
in  Nashville,  in  1823,  to  e.xploi'e  the  wild 
“province”  of  Texas.  Coming  as  far  as  the 
Brazos,  he  formed  a permanent  camp  at 
the  mouth  of  Little  river.  All  the  party  re-  ' 
turned  to  Tennessee,  however,  except  Bobert- 
soii.  He  visited  the  settlements  that  had  , 
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been  made,  and  while  there  conceived  the 
idea  of  planting  a colony  in  Texas.  F'illed 
with  enthusiasm  over  this  plan,  he  went  to 
his  home  in  Tennessee,  where  he  purchased  a 
contract  which  the  Mexican  Government  had 

r“i 

made  with  iiol^ert  Leftwick  for  the  settle 
meiit  of  80O  families.  'I'he  colony  embraced 
a large  tract  of  land,  and  Uobert.-on  wa.-  to 
receive  forty  leagues  and  forty  laOort;  for  his 
services. 

in  182U,  at  his  own  expense,  he  introduced 
100  fatnilies,  who  were  driven  out  by  the 
military  in  con.seipience  of  false  represetita- 
tiofts  made  to  the  govern metit.  The  matter 
was  finally  adjusted,  and  in  the  spritig  of 
1834  the  colony  was  restored.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  the  satne  year  he  laid  out  the  town  of 
Sarahviile  de  Yiesca.  A land  office  was  opened 
about  October  1,  and  the  settlements  were 
rapidly  made.  Iti  tlie  summer  of  1835  he 
made  a tour  of  Tentiessee,  Mississippi,  Louisi- 
ana and  Kentucky,  makitig known  the  induce- 
ments to  immigration.  He  had  been  authorizid 
by  the  ^lexican  government  to  offer  to  settlers 
who  were  heads  of  families  one  leao-ue  and 

O 

one  lafjor  of  land,  and  lesser  propoi-tions  to 
others. 

Colonel  Robertson  was  a delegate  to  the 
general  convention  of  1836,  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  declaration  of  independence 
and  of  the  constitution  of  the  Republic  of 
Texas.  In  the  spring  of  1836  he  commanded 
a military  company,  and  received  therefor  a 
donation  of  640  acres  of  land,  having  pai'tici- 
pated  in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Senate  of  the  first  conjrivss 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

He  died  in  Robertson  county,  iMarch  4, 
1842,  in  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  hie  age. 
Bold,  daring  and  patriotic,  he  had  many  oji- 
pioitunities  for  the  exhibition  of  these  traits. 
Eiom  the  campaigns  of  the\'’arof  1812  down 
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to  1842,  he  was  a participant  in  every  struggle 
of  his  coiinti-yinen.  Wlieu  tlie  revolution 
broke  out  in  1835,  he  had  introduced  more 
than  Got)  families  into  tlie  colonies,  fully 
one-half  of  tin;  whole  nninlier  at  his  own 
expense. 

Davio  G.  Ih'iiNKTi',  accoi'dinjj  to  the  fore- 
going  history  of  Texas,  is  first  known  in  this 
State  as  an  “ empresario,”  who,  December 
22,  182G,  contracted  to  colonize  3U0  I'amilies 
in  Texas.  After  the  annulment  of  Edwards’ 
contract,  his  grant  was  divided  between  Bur- 
nett and  Joseph  Vehlein.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  second  State  convention,  which 
met  April  1,  1833,  at  San  Felipe;  was  elected 
the  first  President  of  the  Kepnblic  of  Texas 
in  1836;  had  a stormy  time  during  an  en- 
gagement with  the  Mexicans,  being  accused 
of  treason;  resigned  his  presidency  Ctctober 
22,  1836;  was  elected  vice-president  in  1838, 
but  in  1841,  as  a candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency, was  defeated  by  General  Houston. 

Ma.ior  George  B.  Eratii,  after  whom 
Eratb  county  is  named,  was  born  at  Vienna, 
Austria,  January  1,  1813.  His  mother  was 
supposed  to  be  of  Greek  origin.  At  Santa 
Anna  College,  Vienna,  he  studied  Spanish, 
French,  Italian  and  English,  besides  other 
branches..  He  also  spent  two  years  at  a poly- 
technic institute.  When  fifteen  years  of  age 
his  father  died,  and  he  was  taken  in  charge 
by  relatives  in  Germany,  who,  at  the  request 
of  his  mother,  managed,  by^  a ruse,  to  keep 
him  fVoni  conscription  by  the  Austrian  gov- 
ernment. By  the  connivance  of  the  German 
and  French  governments  he  managed  to  get 
a start  to  America,  and  in  due  time  landed 
at  2s ew  Orleans  with  no  money.  After 
traveling  atid  working  his  way  along  to  sev- 
eral points,  he  came  to  Texas  in  1833,  first 
stopping  at  Brazoria.  He  visited  several 
points  in  the  southern  central  portion  (d'  the 


State,  and  at  len^^th  en<ra<red  in  war  with  the 
Indians,  in  which  he  distinguished  himself 
fur  bravery  and  fidelity.  He  also  was  in 
Captain  Billing.'-ley's  company  at  the  battle 
of  San  .faeinto.  Moreovei-,  he  at  several 
times  engaged  as  an  assistant  in  land  siii'vey- 

inu. 

O 

In  183‘d  he  was  :i  meml)ei‘  of  a eompany  (if 
rangers,  by  which  he  was  elected  captain,  aiul 
again  he  was  active  in  repelling  Indian  in\a- 
sions.  He  was  also  in  the  noted  Mier  ex- 
pedition,” but,  not  crossing  the  Bio  Grande 
w’ith  the  headlong  faction,  he  escaped  the 
hon-ible  experiences  of  the  Mier  ]>risoners. 

From  1843-’46  he  was  a member  of  the 
Texas  congress,  and%i  the  latter  year  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Texas.  In  1848  he  was  elected  by 
an  overwhelming  majority  to  the  State  sen- 
ate, from  the  district  of  McLennan  county, 
his  home;  and  in  1861  he  was  again  elected 
to  the  same  body,  and  after  the  legislature 
adjourned  raised  a company  of  infantry  and 
fought  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Speight.  Ill  health  not  permitting  him  to 
remain  in  the  service,  he  returned  home,  but 
was  appointed  major  of  the  frontier  forces  of 
Texas,  in  which  capacity  he  won  the  grati- 
tude of  the  State. 

After  the  war  he  settled  down  upon  his 
farm  on  the  South  Bosque,  eight  miles  from 
Waco,  and  endeavored  to  confine  himself  to 
the  quiet  pursuits  of  agriculture;  l)ut  his  ex- 
tended knowledge  of  land  and  surveying  in 
that  part  of  Texas  led  others  to  persuade 
him  to  engage  again  as  a surveyor.  He  was 
called  the  ••  walking  dictionary  of  the  laud 
office.”  In  1873  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
State  senate,  and  was  an  imiuentiai  member  of 
that  laxly.  11  is  intelligence  and  integrity  were 
so  great  that  in  many  instances  iie  was  se- 
lected as  sole  ai'bitrat(jr  in  pivrerence  to  a 
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suit  at  law.  lie  died  in  Waco,  May  13, 
1891,  and  his  wife  five  inontlis  afterward, 
lie  lost  otic  son  in  the  last  war,  and  died 
leavincT  one  son  and  thi’ee  daucrhters. 

O O 

(iKNKKAi.  Jamks  IIamilton  was  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  of  which  State  he  was  gov- 
I'liioi-.  Coming  to  Texas  he  boldly  advo- 
cated her  independence,  and  contributed  both 
time  and  means  to  the  cause.  Even  in  South 
(Jarolina,  as  a member  of  her  senate,  he  up- 
held in  eloquent  phrase  the  purity  of  the 
motives  of  the  revolutionists  of  Texas,  and 
actively  devoted  himself  to  the  interests  of 
the  new  republic.  lie  secured  the  treaty 
with  Great  Eritain,  and  negotiated  one  with 
the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands.  In  recog- 
nition of  his  sei-viees  he  was  invested  with 
the  rights  of  Texas  citizenship  by  a special 
act  of  its  congress.  But  while  he  was  a dip- 
lomatic agent  for  Texas  in  Europe  he  became 
involved  in  embarrassments  which  eventually 
ruined  him.  In  1S57  he  sailed  from  New 
Oileans  for  Galveston  in  the  steamship  Ope- 
lousas, with  the  hope  of  obtaining  an  indem- 
nitication  for  his  losses  and  of  i-etrieving  his 
fortune  in  the  country  for  which  he  had  done 
bO  much.  The  vessel  was  wrecked  on  her 
]>as?age  by  a collision  with  the  steamer  Gal- 
veston. and  Hamilton  was  one  of  the  victims 
of  the  disaster.  The  State  congress  went 
into  mourning  out  of  respect  to  his  memory. 

Ja.mks  W.  Tukockiiokton,  governor  of 
Texas  in  18G6-'67,  M^as  born  in  Tennessee 
in  1825,  and  began  life  as  a physician,  in 
which  calling  he  won  a high  reputation  until 
he  decided  to  adopt  the  profession  of  law. 
Uemoving  to  what  is  now  Collin  county, 
Texas,  in  1811,  he  was  elected  ten  years  later 
lo  the  Sta^e  iegislaiure,  and  was  re-elected  in 
1853  and  1855,  and  in  1857  he  was  chosen 
.'^iate  senator.  During  all  these  years  the 
iegi.-ialion  of  the  State  bears  the  impress  of 


his  tireless  efforts,  and  to  no  one  else  are  the 
people  more  indebted  for  the  development 
of  their  resources.  Thou  oh  a Democrat  in 

O 

politics,  he  was  opposed  to  secession,  and  as 
a mejiiber  of  the  first  secession  convention 
he  voted  against  secession:  but,  being  true  to 
his  State,  after  the  Confederate  movement 
was  fully  inaugurated  he  i-aised  a company 
of  soldiei's  and  joined  the  Southern  cause, 
and  remained  till  the  close  of  the  struggle, 
thouoh  at  intervals  he  was  disabled  from 

O 

active  service  by  sickness.  Among  the  en- 
gageinents  in  which  he  participated  was  the 
battle  of  Elkhorn.  Afterward  he  served 
under  General  Dick  Taylor.  In  1864  Gov- 
ernor Murrah  assigned  him  the  command  of 
the  northern  frontier,  with  the  rank  of  briga- 
dier general.  In  1865  General  Kirby  Smith 
appointed  him  general  Indian  agent,  and  he 
made  treaties  with  numerous  Indian  tribes 
favorable  to  Texas.  In  1866  he  was  elected 
a tnember  of  the  first  reconstruction  conven- 
tion, and  was  chosen  president  of  that  body: 
the  same  year  he  was  elected  governor,  under 
the  new  consiitution.  by  a vote  of  nearly  four 
to  one:  but,  though  his  administration  was 
most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  tiie  State, 
he  was  deposed  in  the  following  year,  under 
reconstruction  measures  executed  by  “Radi- 
cals.” In  1874,  and  again  in  1876,  he  was 
clwiscn  for  Congress,  where  lie  sei'ved  with 
distinction  until  March,  1879,  wiien  he  re- 
tired to  private  life. 

Early  in  his  piofesslonal  career  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Ann  Ratten,  a nativeof  Illi- 
nois, and  of  their  nine  children  seven  still 
survi  /e. 

GiCNiniAL  Thomas  NKvrr.r.E  AVaul,  whose 
ance^tnis  on  both  sides  took  ]>art  in  the 
Revolutionary  struggle,  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  in  1813.  After  recoi  ving  his  edu- 
cation at  one  of  the  best  colleges  in  that 
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State,  he  studied  law  at  Vicksburg,  Missis- 
sippi, and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
supreme  court  of  that  State  in  1835,  and  was 
soon  afterward  appointed  district  attorney, 
liemoviiif)-  later  to  JSTew  Orleans,  lut  took  an 
active  part  in  politics,  being  a thorough 
Democrat  of  the  State-rights  school,  and  he 
won  a high  reputation.  After  the  war  broke 
out  he  organized  what  was  known  as  Waul’s 
Legion,  which  he  commanded  ir  many  hotly 
contested  entracrements.  At  its  close  he  set- 

O O 

tied  in  Galveston,  where  he  resumed  his  pro- 
fession, and  was  elected  president  <)f  the  bar 
association. 

In  1837  the  General  married  IMiss  Mary 
Simmons,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  in  No- 
vember,  1887,  celebrated  his  golden  wedding. 

• O O 

Ben  JMcGullouoii,  prominent  in  the  last 
war,  was  a native  of  Tennessee,  came  to  Texas 
during  revohitionary  tinies,  and  commanded 
a cannon  in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto.  After 
the  independence  of  Texas  he  was  captain  of 
a company  of  rangers.  During  tlie  last  war 
he  was  appointed  brigadier  general  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  was  killed  in  the 
second  day’s  fight  at  Bea  Ridge,  Arkansas, 
March  24,  1862. 

General  Henry  Eustace  McCulloch  was 
l»orn  in  Rutherford  county,  Tennessee,  De- 
cember 6,  1816,  and  first  came  to  Texas  in 
the  autumn  of  1835,  accompanied  by  his 
brother,  Ben  McCulloch,  five  years  older. 
Arriving  at  Nacogdoches,  they  had  an  ar- 
gument as  to  the  propriety  of  Henry’s  coming 
on.  Ben  tried  almost  every  way  to  persuade 
him  to  return  home,  but  in  vain,  until  he  hit 
upon  the  argument  that  he  should  take  care 
of  his  parents  in  their  old  age.  Sellitig  their 
horses,  tine  saddle  animals,  they  separated, 
starting  off  on  foot,  one  east  and  the  other 
west. 


In  the  fall  of  1837  Henry  came  again  to 
Texas  and  stopped  at  AVashington,  then  the 
cajjital  of  the  State,  and  passed  the  winter 
there  hewing  house  logs,  splitting  red-oak 
hoards  and  building  board  houses.  In  the 
S|>ring  he  joined  a party  in  the  exploration  of 
the  upper  Brazos.  While  out  hunting  one 
day,  in  company  with  another  member  of  the 
party,  they  chanced  upon  a company  of  five 
Indians,  whom  they  attacked,  killed  two  and 
chased  the  other  three  away!  In  the  summer 
of  1838  he  joined  his  brother,  Ben,  at  Gon- 
zales and  formed  a partnership  with  him  in 
surveying  and  locating  lands,  and  this 
partnership  lasted  until  the  death  of  the 
brother  in  1862. 

During  pioneer  times  both  the  brothers 
engaged  in  much  ranger  service,  with  skill 
and  good  fortune,  the  particulars  of  which  we 
have  not  sjtace  for  here. 

Duriim  a battle  with  the  Comanches  in 

I ^ 

1840,  Henry  saved  the  life  of  Dr.  Swmitzer,  a 
bitter  enemy  of  his  brother,  by  driving  away 
the  Indians  who  where  about  to  take  the  life 
of  the  doctor.  Henry  had  dismounted  and 
taken  his  position  behind  a small  sapling  in 
advance  of  the  main  Texan  force  and  was 
pouring  hot  shot  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy, 
who,  in  return,  had  completely  scaled  the 
bark  of  the  little  tree  behind  which  he  stood. 
Arch.  Gipson  and  Alsey  Miller  had  come  up 
and  were  sitting  on  their  horses  near  Henry, 

' who  was  standing  on  the  ground  beside  his 
horse,  when  suddenly  Gipson  or  Miller  cried 
out,  “They’ll  catch  him;  they’ll  catch  him !"’ 
McCulloch  asked,  “Catch  who?”  The  reply 
j was,  “Sweitzer.” 

I Glancing  over  his  horse’s  neck  the  gallant 
! young  McCulloch  saw  a party  of  eight  or  ten 
I Indians  closely  pursuing  the  bitterest  enemy 
of  his  brother;  but  the  life  of  a human  being 
I was  involved,  and,  prompted  by  that  magna- 
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nimity  of  heart  wiiicli  ever  characterized  his 
life,  he  did  not  stop  to  calculate  the  conse- 
(jiiences,  Init  in  a sec,ond  was  in  his  saddle 
(»-oin<'-  at  full  speed  at  the  risk  of  liis  own  life 
to  save  that  of  Sweitzer.  His  companions 
followeil,  and  they  reacheil  Sweitzer  just  in 
t i me  to  sa\e  his  life. 

August  20,  1840,  soon  after  the  above 
occurrence,  Mr.  McOulloch  married  Miss 
Jane  Isabella  Aslihy,  and  dii'ectly  settled  on 
the  place  improved  by  his  brother  Ben,  four 
miles  from  Gonzales. 

In  September,  1842,  General  Woll,  at  the 
head  of  a thousand  Mexican  infantry  and 
500  or  000  cavalry,  captured  San  Antonio; 
but  just  before  the  retreat  of  the  ^lexican 
forces  Captain  Matthew  Caldwell,  with  200 
men,  engaged  the  enemy  about  live  or  six 
miles  from  town  and  defeated  them.  While 
this  tight  was  progressing  Dawson’s  men  were 
massacred  in  the  rear  of  the  IMexican  army 
while  trying  to  make  their  way  to  Caldwell, 
and  in  this  en^ao-ement  McCulloch  was  a 

O 

lieutenant  under  Colonel  Jack  Hays.  He  was 
also  in  Sotnervell’s  expedition  so  far  as  it 
remained  in  Texas. 

Becoming  a resident  of  Gonzales  county 
in  1844,  he  entered  mercantile  business  there. 
In  1846  he  was  elected  captain  of  a volunteer 
company  for  the  Mexican  war,  and  the  yext 
year  was  elected  sheriff  of  that  county. 
Occasionally  he  was  engaged  in  an  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  with  success.  In  1853, 
on  tlie  Democratic  ticket  for  the  legislature, 
he  was  elected,  over  Colonel  French  Smith,  a 
Whig,  and  in  1855  he  was  again  elected, 
defeating  Thomas  H.  Duggan.  In  1858  he 
was  appointed  United  States  marshal  for  the 
Kiistern  District  of  Texas,  which  position  he 
I'leld  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war. 

*,  id  in  this  mightv  struggle  he  had  a brilliant 
career.  He  was  promoted  from  the  position 


121 

of  colonel  to  that  of  briiradier-ireneral.  March 
1,  1876,  Governor  Coke  appointed  him 

superintendent  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
A.^ylum,  which  place  he  hchl  until  •dismissed 
by  Governor  Roberts,  September  1,1876.  In 
1885  he  was  eni|iloyed  by  the  State  Land 
Board  as  an  awnt  to  mamme  the  public- 
Si'hool,  university  and  asylum  lands. 

Kmsii  a M.  Bkask,  twice  Governor  of  Texas, 
was  burn  in  Connecticut,  in  1812,  and  be- 
came a lawyer.  In  1835  he  came  to  Texas 
and  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  executive 
council  at  San  Felipe.  During  1836-’37  he 
held  several  positions  under  the  government. 
Resigning  the  com])trollership  of  public  ac- 
counts in  the  latter  year,  he  began  to  pirac- 
tice  his  profession  in  Brazoria  county.  He 
was  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  first  and  second  legislatures,  and  of  the 
senate  of  the  third  legislature.  He  was  gov- 
ernor of  Texas  from  1853  to  1857,  and  from 
1867  to  1869,  in  the  latter  case  being  ap- 
pointed by  General  Sheridan,  under  recon- 
struction regime,  to  succeed  Throckmorton. 
In  1874  he  was  appointed  collector  of  cus- 
toms for  Galveston,  which  office  he  did  not 
accept.  In  1879  he  was  reappointed  to  the 
same  position,  and  took  charge  of  the  custom- 
house February  1 of  that  }car. 

Benjamin  R.  Milam  was  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky, born  of  humble  parents  and  having 
but  little  education.  He  distino-uished  liim- 

O 

self  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  afterward  en- 
gaged in  trade  with  the  Indians  at  the  head- 
waters of  Texan  rivers.  Later  he  joined 
Mina  in  ins  disa.strous  expedition  in  ahl  of 
the  revolutionary  cause  in  Mexico,  and, being 
one  of  those  who  escaped  death,  rendered 
valuable  services.  When  Iturbide  proclaimed 
himself  emperor,  Milam  was  among  the  first 
lo  join  the  party  that  opposed  him.  For 
th;s  he  was  cast  into  prison,  where  he 
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languished  until  Itnrbide’s  dethronement, 
when  he  was  released.  P’or  his  services  in 
the  republican  cause  he  received  in  1828  a 
grant  of-  eleven  square  leagues  of  land  in 
Te.xas,  but  he  located  it  by  mistake  in  Ar- 
kansas, and  obtained  from  the  crovornment  of 
tlie  State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas  an  em- 
presario  grant.  He  was  in  Monclova  at  the 
time  of  Viesca’s  deposal,  and  was  captured 
in  company  with  liim.  Milam  escaped  from 
prison  at  Monterey  by  winning  the  confi- 
dence of  the  jailer,  and,  being  supplied  with 
a fleet  horse  and  a little  food  by  a friend,  he 
traveled  alone  for  600  miles,  journeving  by 
night  and  concealing  himself  by  day,  till  he 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Goliad,  almost  ex- 
hausted. After  the  capture  of  that  place  he 
enlisted  in  the  ranks,  and  was  soon  afterward 
killed  by  a rifle  ball  from  the  enemy,  wdien 
he  was  about  forty-five  years  of  age. 

Ekastus  Smith,  who,  on  account  of  his 
being  “hard  of  hearing,”  was  generally 
known  as  “Deaf  Smith,”  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1787,  moved  to  Mississippi  in  1798, 
and  to  Texas  in  1817.  He  was  a most  inde- 
fatigable observer  of  the  movements  of  the 
Mexican  army  during  the  war;  and  his  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  country  and  astonish- 
ing coolness  and  bravery  made  him  an  inval- 
uable scout  for  the  Texan  army.  He  married 
a Mexican  lady  in  San  Antonio,  and  had 
several  children.  He  died  at  Fort  Bend  in 
1839,  and  is  buried  at  Bichmond.  A county 
is  named  in  his  honor,  “ Deaf  Smith.” 

JosiAii  WiiBARfiEK,  brother  of  the  author 
of  the  work  entitled  “ Indian  Depredations 
in  Texas,”  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
this  Stale,  coming  here  from  Missouri  in 
1828,  locatina  first  in  Matagorda  county  f<»r 
a year.  Eaidy  in  the  spring  of  1830  he  I'c- 
moved  to  a beautiful  location  he  had  selected 
at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  named  in  his  houoi',  i 


ten  miles  above  the  point  now  occupied  by 
the  town  of  Bastrop.  At  that  time  his  near 
est  neighbor  was  about  seventy-five  miles 
down  the  Colorado,  and  he  was  not  only  the 
first  but  also  the  outsidii  settler  of  Austin's 
colony  until  July,  1832,  when  Reuben  Horns- 
by wont  up  from  Bastrop,  where  he  had  been 
living  a year  or  two.  He  located  about  nino: 
miles  below  the  present  city  of  Austin. 

Early  in  August,  1833,  Mr.  M'^ilbarger 
went  to  Hornsby’s,  and,  in  company  with 
Messrs-.  Christian,  Strother,  Staudifer  and 
Haynie,  rode  out  in  a northwest  direction  to 
look  at  the  country.  On  Walnut  creek,  five 
or  six  miles  above  Austin,  they  discovered  an 
Indian,  wdio  ran  away  and  disappeared.  The 
white  party  gave  chase  but  after  a time  aban- 
doned it.  While  eating  their  dinner,  however, 
after  returning  from  the  chase,  they  were  sud- 
denly fired  upon  by  Indians.  Strother  w’as 
mortally  wounded,  Christian’s  thigh  bone  was 
broken,  and  Wilbarger  sprang  to  the  side  of 
the  latter  to  set  liim  up  against  a tree,  Avhen 
the  latter  received  an  arrow  in  the  leg  and 
another  in  his  hip.  Soon  he  w'as  wounded 
in  the  other  leg  also.  Three  of  the  Wilbar- 
ger party  then  ran  to  their  horses,  which  had 
been  been  tied  out  for  feeding,  and  began  to 
dee.  Wilbarger,  though  wounded  as  he  was, 
ran  after  them,  begging  for  an  opportunity 
to  ride  behind  one  of  them,  but  before 
reachinor  them  he  was  wounded  in  the  neck 
by  a ball.  He  iel!  apparently  dead,  but 
though  unable  to  move  or  speak  he  remained 
conscious.  He  knew  when  the  Indians  came 
around  him,  sti-ipped  him  naked  and  tore  the 
scalp  fi-om  his  head.  The  character  of  the 
w'ound  in  the  neck  probably  made  the  In- 
dians believe  that  it  was  bioken,  and  that 
Wilbarger  was  dead,  or  at  least  could  not  sur- 
vive, and  they  left  him.  They  cut  the  throats 
of  Strother  and  Christian. 
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Jjate  ill  tlic  evcniiK)'  Mr.  ^Vilbar>ror  so  far 

O ^ 

recovered  as  to  drag  liimself  to  a pool  of 
water,  lay  in  it  for  an  hour,  and  then,  be- 
numbed with  cold,  he  crawled  upon  dry 
ground  and  fell  into  a profound  sleep.  When 
awakened  the  blood  had  ceased  to  flow  from 
his  wounds,  but  he  was  still  consumed  with 
hunger  and  again  snflering  intensely  from 
thirst.  Green  flies  had  “blown”  his  scalp 
while  asleep  and  the  larves  began  to  work, 
which  created  a new  alarm.  Undertaking  to 
go  to  Mr.  Hornsby’s,  about  six  miles  distant, 
lie  had  only  proceeded  about  600  yards  when 
he  sank  exhausted!  Remaining  all  night  upon 
the  ground,  he  suffered  intensely  from  cold; 
hut  during  the  next  day  he  was  found  by  his 
friends,  ivho  had  been  urged  to  hunt  for  him 
by  Mrs.  Hornsby,  despite  the  report  by  Hay- 
nie  and  Standifer  that  he  was  dead.  She  was 
influenced  by  a dream,  so  the  story  goes,  to 
say  that  AVilbarger  was  still  alive,  and  con- 
sequently urged  the  men  to  go  and  hunt  for 
him.  It  is  stated  also  that  AVilbaro-er  had  a 

O 

dream  or  vision  of  the  spirit  of  a sister,  who 
had  died  only  the  day  before  in  Missouri, 
which  said  that  help  would  come  that  day! 
The  relief  party  consisted  of  Joseph  Rogers, 
Reuben  Hornsby,  A\^ebber,  John  AA^alters  and 
others.  As  they  approached  the  tree  under 
which  AVilbarger  was  lying  and  had  passed 
the  night,  they  saw  first  the  blood-red  scalp 
and  thought  they  had  come  upon  an  Indian. 
Even  his  body  was  red  almost  all  over  with 
blood,  and  he  presented  a ghastly  sight. 
Rogers,  mistaking  him  for  an  Indian,  ex- 
claimed, “ Here  they  are,  boys!”  AVilbarger 
ai-ose  and  said,  “ Don’t  shoot!  it  is  AVilbarger! 
The  ])Oor  sufferer  was  taken  to  Hornsby’s 
residence,  where  he  was  cared  for.  AVhen  he 
had  somewhat  recruited  he  was  placed  in  a 
sled,  as  he  could  not  endure  the  jolts  of  a 
wagon,  and  taken  dovvn  the  river  to  his  own 


cabin.  He  lived  eleven  years  afterward,  but 
the  scalp  never  grew  to  entirely  cover  the 
bone.  The  latter,  where  most  exposed,  be- 
came diseased  and  exfoliated,  finally  exposing 
the  brain. 

By  his  death  he  left  a wife  and  five  chil- 
dren. The  eldest  son,  John,  was  killed  many 
years  afterward  by  the  Indians  in  west  Texas. 
Harvey,  another  son,  lived  to  raise  a number 
of  children. 

The  circumstance  above  related  is  the  first 
instance  of  white  blood  shed  at  the  hands  of 
the  red  savage  within  the  present  limits  of 
Travis  county. 

General  Edward  Burleson  was  born  in 
Buncombe  county,  Horth  Carolina,  in  1798. 
AVe  quote  the  following  sketch  of  his  life 
from  J.  AV.  AVilharger’s  work,  before  re- 
ferred to: 

“AVhen  but  a lad,  young  Edward  served 
in  a company  commanded  by  his  father  un- 
der General  Jackson,  in  the  Creek  war.  In 
March,  1831,  he  emigrated  to  Texas  and  set- 
tied  eleven  miles  below  the  town  of  Bastrop, 
where  he  soon  rendered  himself  conspicuous 
by  his  readiness  when  called  on  to  repel  the 
savages,  then  of  frequent  occurrence.  His 
unflinching  courage  and  perseverance  on  such 
occasions  brought  him  into  favorable  no*tice, 
and  in  1832  he  was  elected  lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  principality  of  Austin.  By  his  activ- 
ity, promptness  and  courage,  he  soon  rose  to 
be  an  acknowledged  leader,  while  his  plain 
and  unpretending  deportment  and  natural 
dignity  won  friends  as  fast  as  he  made  ac- 
quaintances. 

“In  the  battle  with  the  Mexicans  under 
General  Cos  at  San  Antonio  he  was  conspicu- 
ous for  his  gallantry  and  rendered  important 
services.  As  colonel  of  a regiment  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  final  battle  at  San  Jacinto, 
wliich  secured  the  indenendence  of  Texas. 
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On  that  bloody  held  Burleioii  added  new 
lionors  to  his  lame  as  a brave  soldier  and 
tried  officer.  His  retJ'iment  stormed  the 

O 

breastwork  and  captured  the  artillery,  and 
contributed  its  honorable  share  to  the  victory. 
The  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the  battle 
was  fought,  General  Houston  ordered  Hurle- 
son  to  detail  100  men  from  his  regiment  to 
build  a bridge  across  the  bayou  in  case  a re- 
treat should  be  necessary.  Burleson  replied 
that  he  could  make  the  detail,  but  he  had  no 
idea  the  bridge  could  be  built;  that  they  had 
no  axes  or  tools  of  any  description  whatever, 
or  teams  to  haul  the  timber.  Houston  asked 
him  whether  he  intended  to  disobey  orders. 
Burleson  replied  that  he  was  not  disposed  to 
disobey  orders,  but  that  his  men  would  much 
rather  fight  than  work.  ‘Then,’  said  Hous- 
ton, ‘if  you  are  so  anxious  to  tight  you  shall 
have  your  till  before  night,”  and  immediately 
made  out  his  plan  of  battle. 

“After  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  General 
Burleson  returned  to  his  home  and  was 
elected  to  the  senate  of  the  first  congress 

O 

of  the  republic.  In  the  Cherokee  war  he 
moved  against  the  Indians  at  the  head  of 
500  men,  defeated  them  in  a hard-fought 
battle,  killing  many  (among  them  their  head 
chief,  Bowles)  and  drove  the  remainder  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  republic.  In  the  great 
Indian  raid  of  1840  General  Burleson  was 
second  in  command  of  the  forces  that  met 
the  Indians  on  Plum  creek,  which  defeated 
them  with  great  slaughter  and  recaptured  a 
vast  amount  of  plunder.  He  was  in  a num- 
ber of  hotly  contested  fights  with  the  Indians, 
in  one  of  which,  the  battle  of  Brushy,  he 
lost  his  brother,  Jacob  Burleson,  who  had 
engaged  the  enemy  before  the  general  arrived. 

“On  one  occasion  a party  of  forty-five  or 
fifty  Indians  came  into  the  settlements  below 
the  town  of  Bastiop  and  stole  a lot  of  horses  1 


while  the  peo[)le  were  at  church.  A man 
who  had  remained  at  home  discovered  them, 
ran  to  church  and  gave  the  alarm.  Burleson, 
with  only  ten  men,  started  in  immediate  pur- 
suit and  followed  the  trail  that  evening  to 
J’iny  creek  near  town.  Next  morning  he 
was  reinforced  by  eight  men,  the  pursuit  was 
continued  and  the  enemy  overtaken  near  the 
YefTua,  a small  sluoaish  streatn  now  in  Lee 
county.  When  within  about  200  yards  of 
them,  Burleson  called  out  to  the  Indians  to 
halt;  they  immediately  did  so,  and,  forming 
themselves  in  regular  order,  like  disciplined 
troops,  commenced  tiring  by  squads  or  plat- 
oons. When  within  sixty  yards  the  battle 
was  opened  by  the  Texans  by  the  discharge 
of  Burleson’s  double-barreled  shot-gun.  The 
conflict  was  of  short  duration.  Six'  Indians 
were  killed,  and  the  remainder  fled  into  a 
deep  ravine  enveloped  in  thickets  and  made 
their  escape. 

“ In  1841  General  Burleson  was  elected 
vice  president  of  the  Republic,  by  a consid- 
erable majority  over  General  Memucan  Hunt. 
At  Monterey  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Henderson,  then  in  personal  command  of  the 
Texas  division,  one  of  his  aides-de-camp,  and 
in  that  capacity  bore  a distinguished  and  hon- 
ored part  in  the  tierce  conflicts  before  that  city. 

“lie  died  September  26,  1851,  at  the 
capital  of  the  State,  while  a member  of  the 
senate  then  in  session,  and  his  death  produced 
a profound  sensation  throughout  the  country, 
where  his  name  had  become  as  familiar  as  a 
household  word.  Eloquent  eulogies  were 
pronounced  in  both  houses  of  the  legislature 
at  his  death.” 

An  ambitious  young  village  in  Johnson 
county,  this  State,  a few  miles  north  of  Al- 
varado and  on  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas 
Railroad,  is  named  in  honor  of  the  hero  of 

the  foregoing  memoir, 
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John  C.  Hays,  generally  known  as  Colonel 
“Jack”  Hays,  was  a native,  it  is  believed, 
of  Tennessee,  and  came  to  Texas  when  a 
young  man,  bringing  with  him  letters  of 
i-ecommendatioTi  from  prominent  people  to 
President  Houston.  The  latter  soon  gave 
him  a commission  to  raise  a ranging  com- 
pany for  the  protection  of  the  western  frontier. 
This  company  is  supposed  to  be  the  first 
regularly  organized  one  in  the  service  so  far 
in  the  West.  With  this  small  company — 
for  it  never  numbered  more  than  three-score 
men — Colonel  Hays  effectually  protected  a 
vast  scope  of  the  frontier  reaching  from 
Corpus  Christ!  on  the  gulf  to  the  headwaters 
of  the  Frio  and  Nueces  rivers.  With  the 
newly  introduced  five-shooting  revolvers  each 
of  his  men  was  equal  to  about  five  or  six 
Mexicans  or  Indians.  Althonfrh  the  colonel 

O 

was  rather  under  the  medium  size,  he  was 
wiry  and  active,  well  calculated  to  withstand 
the  hardships  of  frontier  life.  He  was  fre- 
quently seen  sitting  before  his  camp  fire  in 
a cold  storm,  apparently  as  unconcerned  as  if 
in  a hotel,  and  that,  too,  when  perhaps  he 
had  nothing  for  supper  but  a piece  of  hard- 
tack or  a few  pecans.  Although  he  was  ex- 
tremely cautious  when  the  safety  of -his  men 
was  concerned,  he  was  extremely  careless 
when  only  his  own  welfare  was  in  jeopardy. 

He  was  elected  colonel  of  a regiment  of 
mounted  volunteers  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Mexican  war,andthey  did  valiant  service 
at  the  storming  of  IMonterey.  Some  time 
after  the  war  he  moved  to  California,  where 
he  finally  died,  a number  of  years  ago. 

As  an  example  of  Hays’  heroism  we  cite 
the  following  anecdote  from  Mr.  Wilbarger’s 
work:  In  the  fall  of  1840  a party  of  Comanche 
Indians  numbering  about  200  came  into  the 
vicinity  of  San  Antonio,  stole  a gi-eat  many 
hoi’ses  and  stai-ted  olf  in  tlie  direction  of  the 


Guadalupe  river.  Hays,  with  about  twenty 
of  his  men,  followed  in  pursuit,  overtaking 
them  at  that  river.  Ridiim  in  front,  as  was 
his  custom,  the  colonel  was  the  first  to  dis- 
cover the  red  rascals,  and,  riding  back  to  his 
men,  he  said,  “Yonder  are  the  Indians,  boys, 
and  yonder  are  our  horses.  The  Indians 
are  pi-etty  strong,  but  we  can  whip  them  and 
recapture  the  horses.  What  do  you  say?” 
“Go  ahead,”  the  boys  replied,  “and  we’ll 
follow  if  there’s  a thousand  of  them.”“  Come 
on,  then,  boys,”  said  Hays:  and,  putting 
spurs  to  their  horses,  this  little  baud  of  only 
twenty  men  boldly  charged  upon  the  200 
warriors  who  were  waiting  for  them  drawn 
up  in  battle  array. 

Seeing  the  small  number  of  their  assailants 
the  Indians  were  sure  of  victory;  but  Hays’ 
men  poured  shot  among  them  so  directly  and 
rapidly  as  to  cut  down  their  ranks  at  a fear- 
ful rate,  killing  even  their  chief,  and  the 
Indians,  frightened  at  what  appeared  to  them 
a power  superior  to  man,  fled  in  confusion. 
Hays  and  his  men  follow'ed  for  several  miles, 
killing  even  more  of  them  and  recovering 
most  of  the  stolen  horses. 

About  a year  afterward  he  was  one  of  a 
party  of  fifteen  or  twenty  men  employed  to 
survey  land  near  what  the  Indians  called 
“The  Enchanted  Rock,”  in  which,  high  up, 
was  a cavity  large  enough  to  contain  several 
men.  Reing  attacked  by  Indians  in  this 
vicinity,  Colonel  Hays,  who  was  at  some 
distance  from  his  party,  ran  up  the  hill  and 
took  a position  in  tliis  little  hollow  place, 
determined  to  “sell  his  life  at  the  dearest 
price.”  He  was  well  known  to  the  Indians, 
and  they  were  anxious  if  possible  to  get  his 
scalp.  Mounting  the  hill,  they  surrounded 
the  rock  and  prepared  to  charge  upon  him. 
Hays  was  aware  that  his  life  depended  more 
upon  strategy  than  courage,  and  reserved 
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his  lire  until  it  could  do  the  most  good,  lie 
lay  behind  a projection  of  the  rock,  with  the 
muzzle  of  his  gun  exposed  to  their  vision, 
and  awaited  the  mOvSt  opportune  moment. 
The  savages  meanwhile  suspected  that  the 
noted  white  warrior  h.id  a revolver  besides, 
and  indeed  he  had  two.  The  Indians  yelled 
with  all  their  mi'jht,  but  our  hero  was  too 
well  acquainted  with  that  style  of  warfare  to 
be  very  badly  frightened  by  it. 

The  red  men,  beit)g  ashamed  of  permitting 
themselves  to  be  beaten  by  one  man,  made  a 
desperate  assault,  and  when  the  chief  in 
front  approached  sufficiently  near  the  colonel 
downed  him  with  the  first  shot  of  his  rifle. 
In  the  next  charge  he  did  effective  work  with 
a revolver,  and  soon  the  remainder  of  his  own 
men,  who  liad  been  engaging  the  main  body 
of  Indians,  suspected  that  their  commander 
was  hem'nied  in  there,  and  turned  upon  the 
Indians  near  by,  immediately  routing  them. 

A remarkable  example  of  Colonel  Hays’ 
generalship  was  exhibited  in  a little  skirmish 
in  1844,  when,  with  fifteen  of  his  company, 
on  a scouting  expedition  about  eighty  miles 
from  San  Antonio,  he  came  in  sight  of  fifteen 
Cornanches,  who  were  mounted  on  good  horses 
and  apparently  eager  for  battle.  As  the 
colonel  and  his  men  approached,  the  Indians 
slowly  retreated  in  the  direction  of  an  iin 
mense  thicket,  which  convinced  Hays  that  the 
Indians  they  saw  were  but  a part  of  a larger 
number.  He  therefore  restrained  the  ardor 
of  his  men,  who  were  anxious  to  charge  upon 
the  Indians  they  saw,  and  took  a circuitous 
route  around  the  thicket  and  drew  up  his 
little  force  upon  a ridge  beyond  a deep  ra- 
vine, in  order  to  take  advantage  of  some 
position  not  looked  for  by  the  Indians.  The 
latter,  seeing  that  they  had  failed  to  draw 
the  white  party  into  the  trap  they  had  laid 
for  them,  showed  themselves,  to  the  number 


of  seventy-fi\  e.  Directly  the  rangcis  assailed 
theiu  on  an  unexpected  side,  made  a furious 
charge,  with  revolvers, etc.  The  battle  lasted 
nearly  an  hour,  exhausting  the  ammunition 
of  the  whites.  The  Comanche  chief,  perceiv- 
ing this,  rallied  his  warriors  for  a Anal  effort. 
As  they  were  advancing.  Colonel  Hays  dis- 
covered that  the  rifle  of  one  of  the  rangers 
was  still  loaded.  He  ordeied  him  to  dis- 
mount at  once  and  shoot  the  chief,  and  the 
man  did  so,  successfully.  This  so  discour- 
aged the  Indians  that  they  gave  up  the  day. 

In  the  battle  above  referred  to,  with  the 
main  body  of  the  Indians,  the  rangers  lost 
only  two  killed  and  five  wounded,  while 
thirty  Indians  were  left  dead  on  the  field. 
For  good  generalship,  as  well  as  cool,  un- 
flinching bravery.  Colonel  Hays  and  his  men 
deserve  the  highest  credit.  The  above  fight 
is  certainly  one  of  the  most  remarkable  in 
all  Indian  warfare. 

In  1845,  in  encountering  a large  party  of 
Indians,  Colonel  Hays  mounted  a horse  which 
had  more  “heroism”  or  “foolhardiness”  than 
he  anticipated,  as  it  carried  him,  in  spite  of 
all  the  rider  could  do,  right  through  the 
enemy,  the  main  body  of  the  Cornanches. 
This  so  astounded  the  Indians  that  they 
actually  gave  way  for  him  and  another  man 
accompanying  him,  and  the  rest  of  the  white 
party  rallied  forward  with  a yell  and  with 
their  revolvers  actually  put  the  savages  to 
flight! 

Not  long  after  the  above  occurrence  Hays, 
with  only  fifteen  men,  encountered  and 
totally  defeated  the  famous  Comanche  chief. 
Yellow  AYolf,  who  was  at  the  head  of  eighty 
warriors:  the  chief  liimself  was  slain.  This 
battle  occurred  at  the  Pinta  crossing  of  the 
Guadalupe  river,  between  San  Antonio  and 
Fredericksburg. 
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Cai'I'aix  Ja.mis  G.  Swish ku,  in  whose 
honor  a county  in  tliis  State  is  named,  was 
lioni  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  November  6, 
17t)-l.  J oining  John  Donelson’s  company, 
iimler  General  Jackson,  he  participated  in  the 
battles  of  New  Oi'leans  on  the  night  of  Decern- 
l)(‘r  23,  1814,  and  on  January  8,  1815.  He 
came  from  near  Franklin,  Williamson  county, 
Tennessee,  to  Texas  in  1833,  and  during  the 
following  January  he  settled  at  the  town  of 
'i'eih^xtitlan  on  the  Brazos  rivei’,  not  now  in 
existence,  but  which  up  to  the  year  1832 
had  been  garrisoned  by  200  Mexican  troops. 
Swisher  commenced  life  here  with  his  family 
apparently  under  the  finest  auspices,  but  in 
a few  months  two  Comanche  Indians  stole 
most  of  his  horses,  which,  however,  he  lecov- 
ered  after  a long  journey  in  pursuit. 

Captain  Swisher  was  the  father  of  -lames 
jM.  Swisher  and  John  M.  Swisher,  of  Travis 
county.  The  latter,  known  as  Colonel  “ Milt.” 
Swisher,  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Republic 
fi-om  1839  up  to  the  time  of  annexation,  and 
from  that  time  to  1856  in  the  employ  of  the 
State.  In  1841  he  was  chief  clerk  and  actino- 

O 

secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  Republic, 
and  in  1847  was  appointed  auditor  to  settle 
up  the  debts  of  the  late  Republic. 

John  L.  ATiMiAKGEii,  brother  of  the  author 
of  “Indian  Depredations  in  Texas,”  was  born 
in  Matagorda  county,  Texas,  November  29, 
1829,  and  grew  up  in  his  parents’  faiuily  in 
Austin  colony,  inured  to  the  roughness  of 
pioneer  life.  Having  considerable  talent  he 
became  well  (jualitieJ  to  manage  the  interests 
of  those  ex[)Osed  on  the  frontier;  but  before 
he  had  opjinrtunity  to  exercise  his  talent  to 
a considerable  degi-ee  he  joined  an  expedi- 
tion which  eventually  proved  disastrous  to 
him.  August  20,  1850,  he  and  two  other 
young  men  were  (piietly  pursuing  their  joni-- 
ney  back  to  the  command  in  Bastrop  county 


which  they  had  left,  when  Indians  attacked 
tliem,  shooting  down  the  two  other  young 
men  at  the  first  lire,  and  then  Wilbarger, 
after  a chase  of  about  two  miles.  One  of 
the  young  men  (Neal),  however,  was  not 
killed,  and  succeeded  in  I’ettino  back  home, 
to  tell  the  news. 

Cor.ONicn  Geouge  G.  Alford,  prominent  in 
the  early  history  of  the  State,  was  born  in 
Cayuga,  Seneca  county,  New  York,  June  19, 
1793,  reared  on  lakes  Champlain  and  Cayuga, 
that  State,  and  served  as  lieutenant  of  artil- 
lery under  General  AVin field  Scott  during 
the  second  war  with  Great  Britian,  in  1811- 
’13,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Queens- 
town Heiglits,  I-undy’s  Lane,  etc.  His 
father,  who  was  a cousin  of  General  Ethan 
Allen,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  liad  twelve 
children.  In  1815  the  family  removed  to 
Detroit,  Michigan,  then  an  obscure  and 
remote  frontier  Indian  village,  making  the 
trip  in  a small  sail  vessel,  which  was  wrecked 
at  what  is  now  the  great  city  of  Cleveland. 
In  1819  be  moved  to  New  Madrid,  Missouri, 
the  former  capital  of  the  Spanish  province  of 
Louisiana,  and  there  eiurao-ed  in  mercantile 
pursuits.  In  1821  he  married  Miss  Jeannette 
Lesieur,  a sister  of  Hon.  Godfrey  Lesieur, 
one  of  the  oldest  and  wealthiest  French  set- 
tlers of  that  section:  she  died,  leaving  him 
one  damditer.  Jeannette.  About  1829  Col- 
onel  Alford  married  Aliss  Ann  Barfield,  of 
Murfreesborough,  Tennessee,  born  May  9, 
1807,  a descendant  of  Governor  Badocr  of 
North  Carolina.  By  this  marriage  there  was 
born  Judge  George  Frederick  Alford,  now  of 
Dallas. 

While  a resident  of  Missouri  the  Colonel 
prospered  and  became  wealthy,  and  served 
[ with  satisfaction  to  his  constituents  a term 
I in  the  State  legislature. 
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JllSTOllY  OF  TEXAS. 


He  came  to  Texas  during  tlu  exciting 
titiies  of  the  revolution,  in  1835,  and,  still 
inspired  with  the  martial  spirit  of  1812,  he 
entered  zealously  into  the  cause  of  Texan 
independence.  He  joined  the  immortal  band 
under  General  Houston  and  participated  in 
the  heroic  strmmles  which  culminated  in  the 

OO 

battle  of  San  Jacinto,  which  was  so  glorious 
a victory  for  the  Texans,  securing  for  them 
what  they  had  unanimously  so  long  sought 
for, — independence.  Soon  after  this  battle 
Colonel  Alford  was  sent  by  the  provi^ional 
government  of  the  embryo  repidilic  to  Xew 
Orleans,  for  military  supplies  for  the  famish- 
ing soldiery  of  Texas.  Here  he  loaded  two 
vessels,  and,  returning  on  one  of  them,  the 
brig  Julius  Cajsar.  he  was  captured  by  the 
Mexican  blockading  fleet,  under  command  of 
Captain  Jose  V.  Matios  of  the  Mexican  brig 
of  war  General  Teran,  off  Galveston  harbor; 
the  two  vessels  and  cargoes  were  confiscated, 
and  the  captives  incarcerated  in  a loathsome 
dungeon  in  Matamoras,  Mexico;  and  Colonel 
Alford  and  his  brother.  Major  Johnson  II. 
Alford  (who  was  returning  to  Texas  with 
him),  were  condemmed  to  be  shot;  but  they 
were  liberated,  throucrh  the  intercession  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  United 
States. 

Colonel  Alford  returned  to  Missouri,  set- 
tled up  his  business,  and  in  April,  1837, 
moved  his  family  and  slaves  to  Texas,  first 
settling  in  the  old  Spanish  pueblo  of  Nacog- 
doches, and  later  in  Crockett,  the  capital  of 
Houston  county,  and  there  he  engaged  in 
planting,  in  mercantile  pursuits  and  as  judge, 
until  his  death,  April  1,  1SI7,  his  wife 
having  preceded  him  F'ehruary  10,  same 
year.  His  death  was  deplored  throughout 
the  young  State,  which  he  had  served  with 
Spartan  heroism. 


Joiix  Hkn'i;v  Bi{ow,v,  a well  informed  his 
torian  of  Dallas  and  pi'ominent  in  the  annals 
of  Texas  as  a ])ioneer,  legislator,  soldier  and 
citizen,  was  born  in  Pike,  county,  Missouri, 
()ctol>er  2H,  1820,  five  months  before  that 
I Territory  became  a State.  Both  his  parents 
; were  natives  of  Kentucky,  ami  in  favorable 
! financial  circumstances.  The  family  is  and 
has  been  for  many  generations  lamous  fm- 
patriotism  and  historical  worth.  The  origin- 
ator of  the  family  in  this  country  came  across 
the  ocean  in  the  time  of  Lord  Baltimore. 

John  Henrv  was  but  four  years  old  when 
he  heard,  with  all  the  intensity  of  earnest 
childhood,  of  the  ciiarms  of  Texas.  As  he 
grew  up  lie  learned  the  art  of  printing.  His 
first  residence  in  Texas  was  with  his  uncle, 
^[ajor  James  Kerr,  on  the  Lavaca  river. 
AVhen  Austin  was  laid  out,  in  1839,  he 
repaired  thither  in  search  of  employment  as 
a printer,  and  obtained  a favorable  introduc- 
tion to  the  juincipal  statesmen  of  the  place, 
who  used  their  influence  in  his  favor,  and  he 
obtained  a good  situation.  The  next  year  or 
two  he  engaged  in  several  expeditions  against 
raidincr  Indians.  In  1813  he  returned  to 
Missouri  and  married  Miss  Mary  Mitchel,  of 
Groton,  Connecticut.  The  following  winter 
he  suffered  with  ‘‘black-tongue,”  a lever 
that  brouorht  him  to  death’s  door.  Recover- 
ing  and  returning  to  Texas,  he  was  engaged 
on  the  Victoria  Advocate.  ATheii  the  militia 
of  the  new  State  was  organized,  in  1816,  he 
was  appointed  brigade  major  of  the  South- 
west, with  the  rank  of  colonel,  which  position 
he  held  four  years.  In  February,  1818,  he 
removed  to  the  new  town  of  Indianola,  and 
until  1851  was  a zealous  worker  in  various 
positions  of  trust,  and  also  edited  the  In- 
dianola Bulletin.  During  this  time  he  was 
a contributor  to  De  Bow's  Review,  on  the 
subject  of  “Early  Life  in  the  Southwest.” 
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IllSTOnr  OF  TFXAti. 


111  1854  lie  |Mirelia,'ed  an  interest  in  and 
lieeaine  co-editor  ol'  the  Galceston  Civilian, 
where  he  did  most  of  the  responsible  work, 
(HI  account  of  the  absence  of  the  principal 
editor.  lie  exhibited  such  ability  that  he 
was  at  lenoth  elected  to  the  legislature.  lie 

O O 

was  a talented  sjieaker  on  the  political  ros- 
triiiii,  but  in  the  legislature  his  speeches  were 
never  over  live  minutes  in  leno-th.  Next  he 
w IS  elected  mayor  of  Galveston,  where  he 
gave  eminent  satisfaction,  for  two  terms,  and 
aoain  he  was  returned  to  the  leo-islature. 

o n 

Receiving  an  injury  by  a fall  his  health 
began  to  decline,  and  he  changed  his  occupa- 
tion to  that  of  stock-raisinw,  but  at  length  he 
again  became  editor,  this  time  of  the  Belton 
Democrat,  and  in  18G1  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  secession  convention,  without  a 
single  vote  being  cast  in  opposition.  During 
the  war  he  served  on  General  Ben  McCul- 
loch’s staff,,  and  on  that  of  General  11.  E. 
McCulloch,  and  on  account  of  failing  health 
he  returned  Imme.  During  these  years  he 
had  two  surgical  operations  performed  upon 
himself. 

Next  he  moved  to  Mexico,  where  he  was 
appointed  commissioner  of  immigration  by  the 
imperial  government;  in  1860  he  received  a 
commission  to  explore  the  country  along  the 
Panuco  river;  in  the  spring  of  1866  he  vis- 
ited Texas  and  the  East  in  relation  to  the 
purchase  of  improved  arms  for  the  Mexican 
government;  and  in  1870  he  delivered  a 
hundred  addresses  in  the  Northern  States  in 
aid  of  a reform  society  in  Mexico.  He  re- 
joined his  family  in  liidianola,  in  danuary, 
1871,  and  July  following  he  moved  to  Dal- 
las, where  he  has  since  resided.  Here  in 
1872  he  was  elected  once  more  to  the  State 
legislature;  in  1875  a member  of  the  State 
constitutional  convention;  in  1880-’81  he 
was  revising  editor  of  the  “Encyclopedia  of  ' 


the  New  West;"  and  the  three  following 
years  he  was  alde-rman,  mayor  or  local  judge 
in  Dallas. 

During  all  this  time  he  has  been  industri- 

O 

ously  writing  as  an  author  or  compiler.  He 
now  has  prepared  two  large  works  for  puliH- 
cation:  11  istory  of  Texas  from  1685  to  1862, 
in  two  large  volumes,  and  “The  Indian  Wars 
and  Pioneers  of  Texas."  In  the  latter  at 
least  3,000  names  of  early  pionee 's,  who 
largely  clothed,  fed  and  in  war  mounted 
themselves  for  their  unpaid  services,  will  ap- 
pear to  prove  that  no  country  was  ever  set- 
tled, reclaimed,  populated  and  defended  by  a 
braver,  more  unselfish  and  patriotic  people. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

Previous  to  independence  Texas  had  scarcely 
any  schools  worth  mentioning.  The  munici- 
pality of  Bejar  had  supported  a school  for  a 
short  time,  and  there  had  been  a private 
school  near  Prazoria,  with  thirty  or  forty 
pupils,  supported  by  subscription,  and  pri- 
mary schools  at  Nacogdoches,  San  Augustine 
and  Jouesburg.  Those  colonists  who  could 
afford  the  expense  sent  their  children  abroad 
for  education,  while  the  rest,  the  masses,  did 
not  care  for  education. 

As  soon  as  Texas  declared  her  independ- 
ence of  Mexico,  she  declared  in  her  constitu- 
tion the  necessity  of  a school  system.  In 
1836  the  congress  of  the  7iew  republic  as- 
signed three  leagues  of  land  to -each  organ- 
ized  county,  and  in  the  followino-  year  an 
additional  league,  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing jniiiiary  schools.  At  the  same  time 
fifty  leagues  w(‘re  devoted  to  the  establish- 
ment of  two  colleges  or  universities,  to  be 
thereafter  created.  In  February,  1840,  a 
law  was  passed  making  the  chief  justice  of 
e ich  county,  with  the  two  as.sociate  justices. 
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nrSTORT  OF  TEXAS. 


:i  Ixiard  of  >c1uk)I  com  in  i.''.-’ioncr^.  as  an  ex- 
CLMitive  l>ody,  and  under  tlieir  supervision 
many  schools  were  oroanized  and  conducted. 
In  1850  there  were  340  public  scliools,  with 
300  teachers  and  7,740  pupils.  By  1800 
there  were  1,218  schools,  with  a correspond- 
ing increase  of  teachers  and  pupils.  But 
even  yet  the  scliools  were  not  entirely  sup- 
ported by  public  tax.  Considering  the  many 
political  revulsions,  Indian  depredations,  etc., 
to  which  the  State  of  Texas  has  been  subject, 
it  is  remarkable  to  observe  the  advance  she 
has  made  in  education  and  the  refinements 
of  modern  civilized  life.  The  last  civil  war 
was,  of  course,  the  greatest  interruption  to 
her  progress  in  all  directions.  Under  the 
constitution  of  1866,  all  funds,  lands  and 
other  property  previously  set  apart  for  the 
support  of  the  free-school  system  were  re- 
dedicated as  a perpetual  fund.  It  further- 
more devoted  to  that  fund  all  the  alternate 
sections  of  land  reserved  out  of  grants  to 
railroad  companies  and  other  corporations, 
together  with  one-half  of  the  proceeds  of  all 
future  sales  of  public  lands.  The  legislature 
was  deprived  of  the  power  to  loan  any  por- 
tion of  the  school  fund,  and  required  to  in- 
vest the  specie  principal  in  United  States 
boTids,  or  such  bonds  as  the  State  might 
guarantee;  and  it  was  authorized  to  levy  a 
tax  for  educational  purposes,  special  provision 
being  made  that  all  sums  arising  from  taxes 
collected  from  Africans,  or  persons  of  A fid- 
can  descent,'  should  be’exclusively  appropri- 
ated to  the  maintenance  of  a system  of  public 
schools  for  the  black  race.  Provision  for  the 
university  was  renewed;  a superintendent  of 
public  instruction  was  directed  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor,  who,  with  himself 
and  comptroller,  should  constitute  a board  of 
education  and  have  the  general  manairemcnt 
of  the  perpetual  fund  and  common  schools. 


The  constitution  of  1868  did  not  niateidally 
altei-  these  provisions,  except  in  one  marked 
particular,  namely,  the  significant  omission 
of  the  pi'ovision  appropriating  the  taxes  paid 
by  colored  persons  for  the  support  of  schools 
foi-  their  cliildi-en.  The  schools  were  made 
free  to  all.  The  article  in  the  constitution 
reads;  ‘‘It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  State  to  make  suitable  provisions 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  a system 
of  public  free  schools,  for  the  gratuitous  in- 
struction of  all  the  inhabitai'.ts  of  this  State 
between  the  a^es  of  six  and  eighteen.” 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of 
1868,  improvements  have  been  constantly 
made,  either  by  constitutional  provision  or 
legislation,  until  now,  when  the  State  has  as 
good  a school  system  as  any  in  the  Union. 

Under  the  topic  of  public  education  are 
included : 

1.  The  Common-School  System. 

2.  The  Aonnal  Schools. 

3.  The  University  of  Texas. 

The  Common-School  System  embraces: 

1.  llural  Schools. 

2.  Independent  School  Districts  (cities  and 
towns). 

The  Rural  Schools  are  organized  in  two 
ways: 

(A)  Districts. 

(B)  Communities. 

The  districts  are  formed  by  the  commis- 
sioners’ courts,  have  geographical  boundaries, 
and  may  vote  a levy  of  local  school  tax  not 
exceeding  two  mills.  One  hundred  and  thirty 
counties  are  thus  districted,  and  about  three 
per  cent,  of  the  districts  levy  local  taxes. 
The  average  school  term  for  the  year  18b0-’bl 
was  5.25  months  in  the  districts;  the  average 
salary  paid  teachers  was  8228.05.  and  00  per 
cent,  of  the  children  within  scdiolastic  age  were 
enrolled  in  school  some  time  dui'iiig  the  year. 
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In  sev'enty-five  counties  the  schools  are 
operated  on  a peculiar  ]>lan  called  the  com- 
luunitv  system.  The  community  has  no 
geographical  hoiindaries,  and  enrollment  on 
the  cominniiity  list  is  a matter  of  local  enter 
prise.  Local  ta.ves  can  he  levied  in  commu- 
nity eonnties,  but  the  plan  is  cumbrous  and 
rather  inefficient.  The  average  school  term 

r> 

in  these  counties  for  1890-'91  was  4.71 
months;  the  average  salary  of  teachers  was 
8202.76,  and  the  percentage  of  enrollment 
on  the  scholastic  population  88. 

The  cities  and  towns  of  the  State  may  be 
constituted  independent  districts  on  a ma- 
jority vote  of  the  people  of  the  muuicijralit}’. 
Independent  districts  may  vote  a levy  of  local 
school  ta.\  not  exceeding  five  mills.  There 
are  127  of  these  districts  in  the  State,  includ; 
ing  all  of  the  larger  and  many  of  the  smaller 
towns.  The  average  school  term  in  the.se 
districts  in  1890-’91  was  7.48  months,  the 
average  annual  salary  of  teachers  8447.97, 
and  the  per  centage  of  enrollment  81.3, 
These  districts  are  independent  of  the  county 
school  officers,  and  receive  the  State  appor- 
tionment direct  from  the  State  Treasurer. 

The  State  endowment  of  the  common 
schools  is  large.  About  81,427,808.75  in  i 
interest-bearing  bonds,  more  than  814,380,-  j 
906.37  in  interest  bearing  land  notes,  and 
about  20,000,000  acres  of  unsold  lands  con- 
stitute the  State  endowment.  Of  the  unsold 
school  lands  a larfre  aitumnt  is  leased  at  4 
cents  j)er  aci'e,  and  the  funds  thus  derived 
added  to  the  annual  available  school  fund. 

IJesidcs  the  State  endowment  fund,  each 
county  has  been  gi’anted  by  the  State  foni- 
leagues  of  land,  which  constitute  county  en- 
dowment. As  the.se  lauds  are  sold  tlie  funds 
received  are  invented  under  the  authority  of 
the  county  coinmissionero’  cuiii't.  and  the  in- 
tei'cst  on  the  investment  is  annually  applied 


to  the  support  of  the  schools.  A consider- 
able portion  of  these  lands  is  leased  for  vary- 
ing terms  of  years,  and  the  rental  applied  as 
the  rental  of  the  State  sclnud  lauds.  Tlic.-c* 
lands  are  under  the  e\(■lu.^i\c  control  of  tlie 
county  authorities;  3,896,640  acre-s  have 
been  thus  gran'ed  to  counties,  and  a resena- 
tion  has  l)eeii  made  from  the  public  (.hmiaiu 
for  the  \inorganized  counties. 

In  addition  to  the  interest  on  bonds  and 
land  notes  and  rental  from  leases,  the  State 
levies  an  annual  ad-valorem  school  tax  of  one 
and  one-quarter  mills,  devotes  one  fourth  of 
j the  occupation  taxes,  and  an  annual  poll  tax 
of  $1  to  the  available  school  fund.  The  en- 
tire amount  of  available  apportioned  .school 
fund  for  the  year  1890-’91  was  82,545,524, 
and  the  total  receipts  by  local  treasurers,  in- 
cluding balances  from  the  previous  jear,  were 
83,958,316.07.  The  disbursements  for  the 
same  year  amounted  to  83,551,442.53. 

AVAII.Ain.E  SCHOOr,  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

KECEIPTS. 

.\inouut  brought  forward  from  previous 


year $ 357, (>0l  76 

Amount  from  State  apportionment 3,638,707  05 

Amount  from  county  school  (available) 

fund 375,806  15 

Amount  from  local  school  taxes 46i),302  3:> 

Amount  from  all  other  sources 215  257  64 

Amount  paid  in  excess  of  receipts 40,367  00 


Total  receii)ts 1 4,006,221  02 


DISniUtSEMENTS. 

Cash  paid  to  teachers  .^;2, 878, 027  70 

Cash  paid  for  supervision  of  schools 100, (iOO  88 

Cash  paid  for  building  schoolhouses 152,417  80 

t'ash  paid  for  rent  of  schoolhouses 33,726  65 

Cash  paid  for  reiiair  on  schoolhouses  ...  (i3,456  O' 

Cash  paid  for  furniture  lor  use  of  school- 

Iniuses 61,637  50 

Cash  j)aid  for  all  other  pui  poses 277,807  18 
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Cash  paid  treasurer  for  commissious 28,376  O'J 

Total  amount  of  expenditures ^3,690,059  15 

Balance  on  hand 410,162  77 

Toial  tC0d6,221  92 


74  community  counties  without 

cities 190,724  858,258  00 

140  cities  and  independent  dis- 
tricts  111,062  499,779  00 


Grand  total 


583,835  12,627,257  50 


AVEKAOK  SAT.AUY  I'AII)  TEAC'll  EKS. 


Clcneral 
Colored  A s ei  ai'e. 


Average  salary  per  month  for 
male  teacheis  in  community 

counties |,50  34  $40  17 

Average  salary  per  month  of 
female  teachers  in  coininun- 

ity  counties 40  00  34  55 

General  average  salary  per 
month  of  all  teachers  in  dis- 
trict counties 

Average  salary  per  month  of 
teachers  in  community  coun- 
ties— males 47  61  48  57 

Average  salary  per  month  of 
teachers  in  community  coun- 
ties— females 36  35  34  13 

General  average  salary  per 
month  of  teachers  in  com- 
munity counties 

Average  salary  per  month  of 
teachers  in  cities  and  towns 

—males 81  27  53  93 

Average  salary  per  month  of 
teachers  in  cities  and  towns 

— females 48  30  38  33 

General  monthly  average  salary  of  all  teachers 

in  cities  and  independent  districts 

General  annual  average  salary  of  teachers  in 
cities  and  independent  districts 


$49  35 

39  65 
45  52 

40  75 

37  16 

43  05 

71  08 

45  51 
$ 59  02 
447  86 


SCHOLASTIC  rOrCLATION  AND  STATE  ArrOItTIONMENT. 


White  males 225,017  \ 

White  females ...  .21 1,334  i 
Colored  males..  . 74,262  1 
Colored  females...  73,342  j’ 


Total.  .tppropriatioiie. 
436,341  $1,963,534  50 

147,494  663,723  00 


Grand  total 583,835  $2,627,257  .50 

Total  population  of  counties  out- 
side ofeities 472,773  2,127,478  .50 

Total  population  ofeities  and  in- 
dependent districts 1 11,062  499,779  00 


Grand  total 583,835  $2,627,257  50 

149  district  counties  without 
cities 282,049  $1,269,220  .50 


8AM  lIuLsTi'N  STAri-;  NOKMAl.  8<110()1.. 

I ti  1879  the  Xoniiiil  School  \v:is  esttib- 
lished  liy  the  State  of  Texas  for  the  pitrfiose 
of  tfaiiiiiig  competent  teacliers  for  tlie  public 
schools.  Regtifding  the  Nortnal  School  as 
the  heart  of  the  public-school  system,  it  was 
decided  to  name  the  proposed  institution  the 
“ Sam  Ilonston  Nortnal  Institute,”  in  honor 
of  the  hero  of  Texas  independence.  Ilonston 
had  spent  the  evening  of  Ids  eventful  life  in 
II  nntsville.  hlere  was  his  neglected  grave. 
As  an  everlasting  monument  to  the  honored 
dead  the  Normal  School  was  located  at 
Huntsville.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1879, 
the  institute  opened,  with  Bernard  Mallon 
as  principal.  Coming  here,  he  had  said  that 
he  would  make  this  his  last  and  best  work. 
But  the  life  of  this  great  man,  so  much  loved 
and  so  much  honored,  was  near  its  close. 
On  the  21st  of  the  same  month  in  which  the 
school  opened  he  entered  upon  his  rest.  II. 
II.  Smith  succeeded  Professor  Mallon,  and 
continued  in  charge  of  the  school  to  the  close 
of  the  second  session.  The  third  annual  ses- 
sion opened  on  the  26th  of  Sejitember,  1881, 
with  J.  Baldwin  as  principal.  The  school 
has  generally  prospered,  and  is  in  the  high- 
est sense  a State  school  for  educating  teach- 
ers. The  school  is  greatly  indelited  for  its 
establishment  and  success  to  the  liberality  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Peabody  education  fund. 
The  general  agents.  Dr.  B.  Sears  and  Dr.  J. 
L.  M.  Curry,  have  done  everything  possible 
to  foster  and  build  up  a normril  school 
worthy  of  the  great  State  of  Texas. 
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Tlie  school  is  strictly  professional,  and  its 
aim  is  to  qualify  teachers  in  tlie  Itest  possible 
manner  for  the  work  of  the  sohool-room. 


187b-'8U 

Emolletl 

..  1K» 

tiliulllUtPlI,  ! 
37  ^ 

18S0-’81 

. 144 

55  ' 

1881-’82 

. 105 

73  ; 

1882-  83  

. . 190 

77 

1883-  84 

. . 20(1 

101 

1884-’85 

. . 200 

118 

1885-80 

. . 215 

138 

1880-’87 

. . 2P2 

130 

1887-’88 

. . 284 

147 

1888  'Sd 

. . 207 

108 

1890-311 

. . 320 

78 

A'o  effort  has  been 

made  to 

secure  large 

niimhor?,  hut  rather  the  ho-t  material  for 
makintT  olHcient  teachers.  Xone  are  admitted 
under  seventeen  years  of  age,  or  \vho  do  not 
possess  a good  knowledge  of  the  common 
branches.  .Ml  students  sign  a j)!edge  to 
teach  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State. 

The  standard  for  admission  has  been 
steadily  raised  as  the  educational  agencies  of 
the  State  have  become  more  ettichent.  The 
aim  is  to  make  this  strictly  a jnofessional 
school  for  preparing  trained  teachers  for  the 
public  schools  of  Texas.  Academic  instruc- 
tion is  given  only  so  far  as  they  find  it  abso- 
lutely necessary;  and  this  necessity,  we  are 
pleased  to  say,  steadily  diminishes  from  year 
to  year,  as  the  public  scliouls,  high  schools 
and  colleges  of  the  State  become  more  thor- 
otiirh  in  their  instruction. 

With  the  session  beginning  fSeptember  17, 
1880,  the  school  entered  upon  its  oecond  dec- 
ade, with  an  enrollment  of  over  300  stu- 
dents. The  sclnjol  having  outgi-own  its  ac- 
I'omiiiodations,  the  twenty-hrst  legislatui-e. 


with  wise  liberality,  ap[)ropriated  $40,000  to 
erect  an  additional  building.  The  new  build- 
ing has  been  erected  and  is  now  occupied.  It 
is  a model  school  building,  with  all  the  mod- 
ern appliances,  and  furnishivs  ample  accom- 
modations for  500  students. 

This  institution  is  niidc.r  control  of  the 
State  Ifoard  of  Ivlucation,  composed  of  the 
(io\crnor,  Comptiadlcr  ot  Public  iVccounts 
anil  Secretary  of  State,  who  will  appoint  a 
local  board  for  its  immediate  supervision. 
Maine  of  buildings  and  grounds.  . .$105,000 
Viable  of  library  and  ajqiaratus . . . 15,000 

Total $120,000 

Total  appropriations  for  support 

from  oro-anization  to  date $230,000 

Donations  from  Peabody  fund  ....  50,000 

innUKIH  VIKW  ST.Vl'E  NOKA[.\t>  SCllOOL. 

This  institution  is  located  six  miles  east  of 
Hempstead,  in  Waller  county.  It  is  a branch 
of  the  Agricultural  atid  Mechanical  College 
of  Texas,  and  under  the  government  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  that  school.  Orig- 
inally it  was  designed  for  an  industrial  school, 
but  the  lack  of  education  among  the  colored 
people  of  the  State,  and  the  pressing  need  of 
trained  teachers  for  the  colored  schools,  led 
to  a change  of  objects,  and  it  was  therefore 
converted  into  a normal  school  for  training 
colored  teachers.  The  constant  and  steadily 
increasimr  p.ati-onagc  it  has  since  received  is 
the  best  evidence  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
chattge  — the  session  of  1888-’89  having  the 
largest  attendance  and  being  the  most  pros- 
perous ill  the  history  of  the  institution. 
Since  its  establishment  757  teachers  have 
received  more  or  less  professional  training, 
and  a large  nmnljcr  of  them  are  occupying 
influential  and  pi'otitable  positions  in  the 
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public  free  schools  of  tlie  State.  Tlie  teach- 
ers are  all  colored  people,  who  have  thus  far 
trovenied  the  school  witli  credit  to  theiofelves 
and  the  entire  satisfjic'tion  ol  the  Hoard  ot 
Directors.  'I'lic  institution  is  supported  hy 
direct  appropi’iations  I'l-oin  the  general  rev- 
eniK  s of  the  State,  and  one  State  student 
from  each  senatorial  district  and  fifteen  from 
the  State  at  large  are  adniitte  1 and  taught 
free  of  charge.  A limited  number  of  pay 
.students  are  admitted,  and  i-eceive  books  and 
tuition  free,  i^ay  students  are  charged  $10 
per  month  for  board.  All  students  are  re- 
required to  pay  a matriculation  fee  of  $5, and 
a fee  of  $2  for  medical  attention. 

The  regular  course  of  study  covers  a 
period  of  three  years,  and  leads  to  a diploma 
which,  in  a<ldition  to  evidencing  the  holder's 
literary  attainments,  has  the  value  of  a teach- 
er's certificate  of  the  lii-  St  gr  ade.  Certilicates 
of  competency  are  issued  to  sncli  students  as 
do  satisfactory  work  in  the  middle  classes, 
entitling  them  to  the  compensation  of  sec- 
ond-grade teachers  in  the  public  schools. 

The  continued  growth  of  this  school,  and 
demand  of  the  coloi-ed  people  of  the  State 
for  opportunity  to  secure  agricultural  and 
mechanical  education,  induced  the  twentieth 
legislature  to  make  an  apjiropriation  of  $10,- 
000  to  enal)le  the  Hoard  of  JJirectors  to  in- 
augurate the  indiisti-ial  features  of  the  school. 
Accommodations  have  recently  been  pro- 
vided for  thirty-eight  stmleiits  to  I'eceive 
instruction  in  carpentry  under  a practical 
teacher.  Theoretical  and  practical  agricul- 
ture form  an  important  branch  of  study,  and 
the  farm  and  garden  worked  by  the  students 
ill  this  department  contribute  largely  to  the 
needs  of  the  mess  hall.  A sewing-room, 
provided  with  the  latest  improved  sewing 
machines  and  other  equipments,  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  a competent  iiistimctress 


in  the  art  of  cutting,  sewing  and  fitting,  and 
such  of  the  young  ladies  as  desire  a practical 
knowledge  of  this  art  have  an  opportunity  to 
arqtiire  it  during  their  course  of  study. 

'file  institution  is  open  to  botli  se\cs. 

Applicants  must  be  sixteen  years  old  and 
I'csideiits  of  the  State,  and  are  re(juired  to 
sign  a [)le<ige  to  teach  as  many  sessions  in 
the  flee  schools  as  they  may  attend  the  N(u-- 
mal  School. 

State  stiulents  must  sustain  a satisfactory 
examination  in  arithmetic  as  far  as  decimal 
fractions,  orthography,  English  grammar,  En- 
glish composition  and  history  of  the  United 
States. 

Students  furnish  their  own  bedding,  excejit 
mattresses  and  pillows. 

Value  of  buildings  and  grounds.  . .$100,000 
Value  of  library  and  apparatus.  . . . 7,000 

AOKICL'I.l  I KAI.  AND  ytKClIANICAn  C Of.I.KOE  OF 
TEXAS. 

This  institution  owes  its  foundation  and 
eudowment  to  the  act  of  the  United  States 
Congress,  approved  July  2,  1802,  amended 
July  23,  1805,  atid  to  a joint  resolution  of 
the  legislature  of  Texas,  ap[)roved  Nov’ember 
1,  1800,  and  an  act  of  the  same  body  ap- 
proved April  17,  1871.  Under  these  acts 
and  the  special  law's  of  the  legislature  grow- 
ing out  of  them,  the  first  board  of  directors 
met  at  Austin,  July  10,  1875,  and  proceeded 
to  organize  the  college.  Einally  the  consti- 
tution of  1870,  article  VII,  provided  that 
the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of 
Texas,  established  by  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture passed  April  17,  1871,  located  in  the 
county  of  Brazos,  is  “hereby  made  and  con- 
stituted a bi-anch  of  the  University  of  Texas, 
for  the  instruction  in  agn'iculture,  the  me- 
chanic arts,  and  the  natural  sciences  con- 
nected therewith.'’ 
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The  college  was  formally  opened  for  the 
reception  of  students  October  4,  1870. 

The  constitution  of  Te.\as  provides  that 
taxes  may  be  raised  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  the  eollege. 

The  colleo'e  is  situated  at  Colleoe  Station, 

C3  O 

in  the' county  of  Brazos,  live  miles  south  of 
Bryan  and  ninety-tive  miles  northwest  of 
Houston.  The  Houston  A:  Texas  Central 
railroad  runs  through  the  grounds,  daily  trains 
stopping  at  the  station  about  800  yards  from 
the  main  building. 

The  government  of  the  college  is  vested  in 
a board  of  directors,  consisting  of  live  mem- 
bers,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State. 
They  are  “ selected  from  different  sections  of 
the  State,  and  hold  office  for  six  years,  or  dur- 
ing good  behavior,  and  until  their  successors 
are  (pialified.” 

In  November,  18G0,  the  legislature  for- 
mally accepted  from  Congress  the  gift  of  180,- 
000  acres  of  public  laud  for  the  endowment 
of  an  agricultural  and  mechanical  college. 
This  land  was  sold  for  S174,000,  which  sum 
was  invested  in  7 per  cent.  State  bonds.  As 
under  the  act  of  congress  neither  principal 
nor  interest  of  this  money  could  be  used  for 
other  purposes  than  the  payment  of  officers’ 
salaries,  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the 
college  there  was  an  addition  to  the  fund, 
from  accumulated  interest,  of  $35,000.  This 
was  invested  in  G percent,  bonds  of  the  State, 
thus  furnishing  an  annual  income  of$14, 280. 

The  county  of  Brazos  donated  to  the  col- 
lege 2,41G  acres  of  land  lying  on  each  side  of 
the  Ho  uston  & Texas  Central  railroad.  | 

The  act  of  Congress  which  established  the 
State  agricultural  and  mechanical  colleges 
defines  their  objects.  But  under  that  act 
there  have  l)een  founded  as  many  dilferent 
schooB  as  there  are  States.  'I'hesc  in.et  itutions 
liave  pi'csented  a \arirty  of  educational  I 


schemes  which  have  eml)raced  nearly  all  gra- 
dations fi-om  the  classical  and  mathematical 
col'ege  to  the  manual  labor  industrial  school. 
In  view  of  this  fact  it  is  proper  to  state,  as 
definitely  as  possible,  the  interpretation  given 
to  the  act  of  Congress  by  the  authorities  of 
this  college,  and  the  maimer  in  which  they 
are  endeavoring  to  carry  out  its  provisions. 

The  general  object  of  this  college  is  to  ex- 
cite and  foster  in  the  minds  of  our  people  an 
enthusiastic  appreciation  of  the  attractiveness 
and  value  of  those  pursuits  by  which  the  ma- 
terial development  of  the  country  is  advanced. 

It  is  the  business  of  this  college  to  turn 
the  attention  of  our  youncr  men  from  the 
overcrowded  “ learned  professions  ” to  those 
occupations  which  have  brought  abundant 
wealth  and  power  to  other  States,  and  which 
are  beginning  now  to  attract  and  well  repay 
the  services  of  trained  young  men  in  Texas. 

These  objects  are  sought  to  be  attained 
by  a thorough  course  of  instruction  in  math- 
ematics and  natural  science,  with  continual 
ajjplication  of  principles  to  work  in  the  shops, 
fields,  gardens,  vineyards,  orchards,  pastures, 
dairies,  and  other  laboi-atories;  by  relying 
upon  text-books  as  little  as  possible,  and 
leading  the  students  to  seek  information  di- 
rectly  from  observation  and  experiment;  by 
inculcating  the  dignity  of  intelligent  labor — 
banishing  the  idea  that  the  farmer  or  mechanic 
who  is  worthy  of  the  name  need  be  any  less 
learned  than  the  professional  man;  and  by 
inducing  in  the  mind  of  the  student  an  en- 

O 

thusiastic  love  of  nature  and  the  study  of 
natural  laws,  whereby  agricultural  and  me- 
chanical jiroce.'ses  become  invested  with  ab- 
sorbing interest,  and  are  pursued  in  a spirit 
which  leads  to  [irogi'ess  and  success. 

To  enter  the  college  an  applicant  must  be 
in  his  sixteenth  year,  or  at  least  must  have 
attained  a degree  of  physical  and  mental  ad- 
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vanceiiipiit  corresponding  to  that  aoe.  He 
must  be  free  from  eontae;ions  or  infections 
diseases  or  any  deformity  that  would  unfit 
him  for  the  performance  of  Ids  duties  as  a 
student  of  tins  college.  He  may  be  required 
to  furnish  evidenee  that  he  has  not  been  dis- 
missed from  another  institution  of  learnino;, 
and  that  his  moral  character  is  good.  The 
mental  attainments  necessary  for  entering 
upon  the  courses  of  study  coiriprise  a fair 
knowledge  of  arithmetic  as  far  as  proportion, 
of  descriptive  geography,  and  of  elementary 
Knglish  grammar  and  composition. 

The  regular  courses  of  study  lead  to  the 
degrees  of  bachelor  of  scientific  agriculture, 
bachelor  of  mechanical  encrineerino:,  bache- 
lor  of  civil  encrineerino-  and  bachelor  of 

O O' 

scientific  horticulture.  Thorough  instruc- 
tion, theoretical  and  practical,  is  given  in  the 
departments  of  mathematics,  agriculture, 
mechanics,  civil  engineering,  horticulture, 
chemistry,  English,  veterinary  science  and 
drawing;  courses  in  modern  languages; 
special  short  courses  in  agriculture,  horticul- 
ture, dairying,  carpentry,  blacksmithing,  ma- 
chinery, chemistry,  drawing  and  surveying. 

Total  e.xpenses  for  session  (exclusive  of 
books  and  clothing),  $140. 

There  are  in  the  agricultural  museum  419 
specimens  of  Texas  wood,  all  numbered  and 
labeled,  also  208  jars  of  soil  from  the  different 
counties  of  the  State,  all  of  which  are  properly 
arranged  in  cases. 

Grounds  and  buildings  are  valued  at  $260,- 
000;  equipment,  including  stock,  machinery, 
apparatus,  library,  etc.,  $75,000. 

AGKICULTUR.A.L  EXPERIMENT  STATION  OF  THE 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  MECHANICAL  COLLEGE 
OF  TEXAS,  COLLEGE  STATION,  TEXAS. 

In  1887  Congress  made  provision  for  es- 
tablishing, equipping  and  supporting  agri- 


cultural experimental  stations  in  the  several 
States,  the  stations  to  bo  placed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  boards  of  directors  of  the 
State  agricultural  and  mechanical  colleges, 
where  such  Ctilleoes  have  been  established. 

O 

Tho  act  of  Congress  appropriate.s  $15,000 
per  annum  fi-om  the  Ihiited  States  treasury, 
to  each  State,  to  equip  and  support  the  sta- 
tions. Owing  to  some  technical  defect  in  the 
bill  as  pas.sed,  additional  legislation  was  re- 
quired to  make  the  fund  available.  By  recent 
enactment  the  appropriation  is  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  several  States,  and  the  stations 
1 are  being  organized. 

The  purposes  for  whicii  the  Agricultural 
Experimental  Station  bill  was  passed  is  clearly 
set  forth  in  section  2 of  the  act,  which  reads 
as  follows: 

“ It  shall  be  the  object  and  duty  of  said 
experiment  stations  to  conduct  original  re- 
searches or  verify  experiments  on  the  phys- 
iology of  plants  and  animals;  the  diseases  to 
which  they* are  severally  subject,  with  the 
remedies  for  the  same;  the  chemical  compo- 
sition of  useful  plants  at  their  different  stages 
of  growth;  the  comparative  advantages  of 
rotative  cropping  as  furni;hed  under  a vary- 
ing series  of  crops;  the  capacit}'  of  new  plants 
or  trees  for  acclimation;  the  analysis  of  soils 
and  water;  the  chemical  composition  of  ma- 
nures, natural  or  artificial,  with  experiments 
designed  to  test  their  comparative  effect  on 
crops  of  different  kinds;  the  adaptation  and 
value  of  grasses  and  forage  plants;  the  com- 
position and  digestibility  of  the  different 
kinds  of  food  for  domestic  animals;  the  scien- 
tific and  economic  (jucstions  involved  in  the 
production  of  butter  and  cheese;  and  such 
other  researches  or  experiments  beai'ing  di- 
rectly on  the  agricultural  industry  of  the 
United  States  as  may  in  each  case  be  deemed 
advisable.  ” 
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The  bill  further  provides  that  reports  of 
the  progress  made  in  expeidments  sliall  be 
published  from  time  to  time,  one  copy  of 
which  shall  be  sent  to  each  newspaj)er  pub- 
lished in  the  State  where  such  station  is  lo- 
cated, and  one  to  each  individiial  actually 
engaged  in  farming  who  may  request  the 
same,  as  far  as  the  means  of  the  station  will 
jiermit;  all  sucli  reports  to  be  carried  in  the 
mails  free. 

The  experiment  stations  were  placed  under 
the  supervision  of  the  boards  of  directors  of 
the  a"ricidtural  and  mechanical  colleges, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  colleges, 
but  because  it  was  thouo-ht  the  fund  would 
be  most  judiciously  expended  under  such 
control,  and  it  was  believed  that  a }>ortion  of 
the  equipment  of  said  colleges,  in  the  way  of 
laud,  stock,  implements,  etc.,  might,  without 
detriment  to  the  work  of  the  colleges,  be  used 
to  some  extent  in  experimental  work.  It 
was  thought  also  that  men  employed  at  the 
colleges,  many  of  whom  have  become  skilled 
in  experimental  work,  would  be  able  to  give 
part  of  their  time  to  the  station. 

The  bill  expressly  provides  that  no  part  of 
the  fund  appropriated  shall  be  used  for  any 
])urpose  other  than  equipping  and  supporting 
an  establishment  for  carrying  on  experi- 
mental work.  While  the  stations  may  he 
attached  to  the  agricnltm-al  colleges  and  be 
made  departments  of  the  same,  no  part  of 
this  fund  may  be  used  in  support  of  the  col- 
leges except  in  experimental  work. 

The  Texas  Experiment  Station. — In  ac- 
cordance with  the  act  of  Congress,  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Agrieidtnral  and  Mechan- 
ical College  of  Texas  have  established  this 
station,  and  have  made  provision  for  be- 
irinning  tlie  work.  The  stibion  is  located  at 
the  college,  and  is  made  a department  of  the 
college.  Such  pai't.  of  th(,‘ college  farm,  build-  | 


i:i7 

ings  and  other  e(piipments  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  experimental  work  will  be  as- 
signed to  the  station  department  by  the  board 
of  directors.  In  addition  to  the  ecpiipment 
assigiKid,  whatever  buildings,  apparatus  or 
other  materials  are  fouml  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  law  will  be  provided 
from  the  experiment  station  fund. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  college  have 
placed  the  station  department  under  the  im- 
mediate control  of  the  x\griciiltural  Experi- 
ment Station  Council,  consisting  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  facnitv,  the  agent  of  the  board 
and  the  director  of  the  station.  The  depart- 
ments of  agriculture,  horticulture,  chemistry 
and  veterinary  science  will  aid  in  the  experi- 
mental work,  the  heads  of  the  departments  to 
superintend  the  details  in  their  several  de- 
partments. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  college  desire 
to  make  the  work  of  the  station  of  as  much 
value  to  the  ao-ricultural  intei’ests  of  the  State 

O 

as  may  be  possible.  The  work  will  be  con- 
ducted at  all  times  with  special  reference  to 
giving  infonnatiou  of  value  that  may  be  of 
some  practical  use  to  the  farmer.  To  enable 
them  to  carry  out  this  policy,  all  associations 

havinor  the  advancement  of  aoricnlture  in 
o r> 

view — the  Grange,  x\lliance,  stock-brce.lers’, 
fruit-growers’,  and  other  orcranizations — will 
be  itivited  from  time  to  time  to  appoint  dele- 
gates to  meet  with  the  board  of  directors  and 
the  council,  and  consult  and  advise  with  them 
in  I'ccrard  to  the  work  of  the  station.  Suct- 

O O 

gestions  will  be  gladly  i-eceived  at  all  times 
from  any  one  who  is  interested  in  advancing 
the  acrricnltnral  interests  of  the  State. 

O 

Thi'oucrh  the  courtesy  of  the  State  Petii- 
tentiary  board,  branch  stations  have  been 
established  on  the  State  farms  for  makino- 

D 

cx|)eriments  of  int(*rest  to  the  particular 
localities  where  the  farms  are  situated. 
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Following  is  a list  of  the  most  important 
investigations  so  far  as  undertaken  by  the 
station : 

A study  of  the  disease  of  the  cotton  plant 
known  as  “blight,”  or  “root  rot,”  and  experi- 
ments to  find  a preventive  for  the  same; 
jointly  with  the  Missouri  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station,  a study  of  the  cattle  disease 
— Texas  fever — to  determine  how  the  disease 
is  transmitted,  what  parts  of  the  State  are 
free  from  it,  and  experiments  in  disinfecting 
to  prevent  cattle  from  spreading  the  disease 
wdien  Texas  cattle  are  shipped  north,  and 
inoculating  cattle  to  protect  from  the  disease 
when  brought  into  the  State;  testing  diflfer- 
ent  fertilizers;  growing  a variety  of  foraue 
plants,  including  silage  crops;  fattening  cattle 
on  different  rations  to  determine  the  most 
economical  method  of  feedino-;  testino-  a 
variety  of  food  stuffs  for  the  production  of 
butter;  testing  tile  drains  on  land  used  for 
growing  farm,  fruit  and  vegetable  crops; 
testing  a variety  of  grasses,  fruits  and  vege- 
tables; operating  a creamery  for  investiga- 
tion in  dairy  work. 

Bulletins  are  published  from  time  to  time, 
giving  in  detail  the  work  of  the  station,  and 
sent  free  to  any  applicant  in  the  State. 

Information  in  regard  to  construction  of 
silos,  farm  buildings,  creameries,  with  plans 
for  the  same,  and  list  of  machinery  and  esti- 
mate as  to  the  cost,  will  be  supplied  upon 
request. 

STATE  UNIVERSITY. 

The  University  of  Texas  owes  its  existence 
to  the  wisdom,  foresight  ami  sfatesmanshiji 
of  the  founders  of  the  Bepublic  of  Texas.  : 
who  made  the  most  ample  provision  for  its 
establishment  and  maintenance  in  the  lecris- 

^ I 

lation  of  that  period.  By  an  act  of  the  Third  j 


Congress  fifty  leagues  of  land  were  set  apart 
as  an  endowment  to  the  university.  The 
legislature  of  Texas,  by  an  act  approved  Feb 
niary  11,  1858,  added  to  this  :?100,000  in 
United  States  bonds  then  in  the  State  treas- 
ury, and  every  tenth  section  of  land  granted 
or  that  might  be  thereafter  granted  to  rail- 
.••oads  or  the  Brazos  and  (ialveston  Naviga- 
tion Company,  which  was  to  be  used  as  an 
endowment  and  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
the  university  into  operation.  This  act  was, 
however,- never  carried  out,  doubtless  on  ac- 
count of  the  intervention  of  the  civil  war. 
The  constitution  of  1876  re-appropriated  all 
grants  before  made  except  the  one-tenth 
section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  set  apart  1,000,- 
000  acres  of  the  unappropriated  public  do- 
main for  the  university. 

The  legislature,  by  an  act  approved  March 
30,  1881,  provided  for  the  location,  organ- 
ization and  government  of  the  University  of 
Texas,  and  in  obedience  to  tfiat  act  an  elec- 
tion was  held  the  first  Tuesday  in  Septem- 
ber, 1881,  to  determine  where  the  institution 
should  be  located,  resultinor  in  favor  of  Aus- 
tin,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

The  buildings  are  situated  about  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  north  of  the  State  capitol, 
on  an  imposing  site  in  the  center  of  a forty- 
acre  tract  of  land  set  apart  by  the  Third 
Congress  of  the  Bepublic  of  Texas  for  that 
purpose,  and  were  opened  for  the  reception 
of  students  September  15,  1883.  Tlius  was 
the  long  cherished  desire  of  the  fathers  of 
Texas,  and  the  wishes  of  the  people  so  oftim 
expressed  in  the  various  State  constitutions, 
at  last  attained. 

The  uidversity  is  governed  by  a boar<!  ot 
regents  composed  of  eight  citizens,  residellt,'^ 
of  different  section.'^  of  the  State,  who  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  and  confirmed  by 
the  senate.  By  ati  act  of  the  legislature  aji- 
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|Hou-.l  A[»rii  iu,  l.OlH). 000  acres  of  the 

j)iiblic deljt  land  were  added  to  tlie  permanent 
university  fund. 

Of  tlie  various  land  ijrants  made  to  the 
nniversitv,  there  remained  unsold  2,020,049 
acres  on  December  31,  1891.  The  perma- 
nent fund  consists  of:  State  bonds,  ^571,- 

240;  cash,  $24.01.  Total,  $571,264.01;  avail- 
able fund  (cash),  $19,548.85.  Grand  total, 
$590,812.86. 

Tlie  interest  on  the  above  sum,  rental  on 
leased  lands,  and  matriculation  fees,  amount- 
ing to  $45,100.78  per  annum,  constitute  the 
available  university  fund. 

The  system  of  instruction  adopted  by  the 
university  is  a combination  of  what  is  known 
as  the  elective  system  and  what  is  known  as 
the  class  system.  The  four  classes — fresh- 
man, sophomore,  junior  and  senior — are  re- 
tained, and  serve  to  articulate  the  four  years 
devoted  to  the  completion  of  any  full  course 
in  the  academic  department.  The  studies, 
however,  are  grouped  into  three  general 
courses,  designated,  respectively,  the  course 
in  arts,  the  course  in  letters,  and  the  course 
in  science.  A student  upon  matriculation  is 
allowed  to  elect  any  one  of  these  courses, 
and  upon  its  completion  he  is  entitled  to  a 
diploma  of  the  university. 

The  three  general  courses  of  arts,  letters 
and  science  lead  respectively  to  the  three  fol- 
lowing degrees:  Bacheior  of  arts  (B.  A.); 

bachelor  of  letters  (B.  Lit.);  bachelor  of 
science  (B.  Sc.).  Each  special  course  leads 
to  the  same  degree  as  the  general  course  to 
which  it  is  related. 

Every  candidate  for  admission  must  be 
sixteen  years  of  age  and  of  good  moral  char- 
acter. Candidates  (except  a graduate  from, 
an  approved  high  school)  are  required  to  pass 
an  entrance  examination  in  English  and 
mathematics  as  follows:  English — English 


grammar,  etymology,  elementary  princi])les 
of  syntax  and  rhetoric.  The  main  test  con- 
sists in  writing  upon  a given  subject  a com- 
position correct  in  spelling,  punctuation, 
capital  letters  and  grammar.  Mathematics 
— Arithmetic,  including  proportion,  decimals, 
interest,  discount  and  the  metric  system; 
algebra,  including  theory  of  exponents,  radi- 
cals, simple  and  quadratic  equations;  and  the 
elements  of  plain  geometry  (corresponding 
to  the  first  six  books  of  Ilalsted’s  geometry). 
Passing  these  examinations,  a student  will 
be  admitted  to  the  freshman  class  in  the 
course  of  science,  or  the  junior  class  of  the 
law  department.  The  graduates  of  approved 
high  schools  will  be  admitted  to  the  univer- 
sity without  examination,  provided  they  have 
reached  the  required  age,  and  provided  they 
present  themselves  for  admission  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  scholastic  year  next  succeed- 
ing their  graduation  from  the  high  school. 
If,  however,  a graduate  of  an  approved  high 
school  is  not  sixteen  at  this  time,  he  will  be 
allowed  to  enter  when  he  attains  this  age. 

The  following  high  schools  have  already 
been  approved,  and  are  now  auxiliary  to  the 
university: 


Austin, 

Houston, 
Galveston  (Ball), 
Belton, 

Bryan, 

Corsicana, 

San  Antonio, 

W aco, 

Brenham, 

Tyler, 

Bockdale, 

El  Paso, 

Dallas, 

La  Grange. 


Mexia, 

Blanco, 

Taylor,  * 

Mineola, 

Round  Rock  Institute, 
Fort  AVorth, 

Abilene, 

Temple, 

Weatherford, 

Cleburne, 

Terrell, 

Waxahachie, 

Gonzales. 


.1 

. Ill" 

f.  s:  • * 


' rti» 


^ »>  •« 


' ( 

..I* 


1 1 I 


ii.MI 


Uli 


I .1(1  i 

, ,,J..,'.i  V,< 

, ‘ . I .11 


,n*<‘ 

.,^1  VdJ 

.—TI  '"••I  ' *'!“  ’'*  „ 

; kJ  ..^  , .«>'  .•Ilrt”'l"“ 

' ",' : .."  ■ ■'■' 

r.W.'S  •■1  '."T  i.Hn>-^l« 

«,il  4U  ‘ ♦ * ’ ^ ^ 

iKifl 

/T  <Mii,r.i  A cd  jjrti 

,|.M.  V 


1^**, 


. ,ir,.'«  •'* 

' r ' *t  t 


I > ^ 


•I  I 


,j  i w.. ^,.,,....ll••'l■<"■•’••' t'’'''’'''"* 

. ,,  .«,l„  -IT  •■*’ 


II  I 


I.'  ^ 

ii" 

1 M !«' 


,..u«  I-  .-'"'1 



■ „r-'  tlir..|-l.  »'•*  "' 

ZZ:.  ■•"■■'  *” 

.,  „ ,.h  .,i..ir-i"’  .l«.-';.'«fc 
. ^ ...1  I.M,  ""'.'I;'*"' 

T I ,i  ni.. . Ii-r'  ^ ^ 

‘•■"M  ,^.,, >11  1"  >'<■'  "'*  ' 


.1  ij 


« i■^ 


',  t 


•■Mid*  >1'  ^ 

„„ui>i.,-«’  ui  "«I'’ 

y > I ‘itu  vdJ  ^'■1  iiiiiojqto 

,1,  ,.klj  uJ  l-‘'  


• iiMl. 


lubi* 


u*^ 

7* 

, ■* 

.1  * 

■ • Ilf 


i,'!, 


’•■  ......  ,b..i  ,.  - «» -"•*? 

'*'  * ■ • |..ul  -I  W 

..  ao/.M.oll  M.l.ltMir*.  ^ 

ir,  IW.I.;,  1 ■ ■•V  ' "■"•'•  ‘"'Z'! 

■ I,,;  ,i.«v«  “rt  ■■'''" 


140 


niSTOllY  OF  TEXAS. 


Wlien  graduates  from  the  above  scliools 
present  their  diplomas  or  certificates  to  the 
chairman  of  the  faculty,  they  will  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  freshman  class  in  English,  his- 
tory and  mathematics  and  to  junior  law.  In 
case  J.,atin  and  Greek  were  requisite  for 
graduation  from  any  high  school,  the  grad- 
uates of  that  school  will  be  admitted  to  fresh- 
man Greek  and  freshman  Latin  also. 

The  session  begins  the  fourth  Wednesday 
in  September  and  closes  on  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  June,  and  is  divided  into  two  terms. 

Co-education  is  a feature  of  the  institution. 
Young  women  have  equal  advantages  with 
the  young  men,  and  the  course  of  study  is 
the  same  for  both.  Tuition  in  the  university 
is  free  to  all  residents  of  the  State. 

Each  student  is  required  to  pay  a matricu- 
lation fee,  as  follows:  Academic  department, 

SIO;  law  department,  $20.  Non-resident 
students  are  also  required  to  pay  that  amount 
as  a tuition  fee.  Students  who  work  in  the 
laboratory  pay  for  the  materials  they  use. 

Value  of  buildings  and  grounds,  $240,000; 
value  of  library,  $15,573.99;  value  of  chemical 
and  physical  apparatus,  $30,945;  total,  $290,- 
518.99. 

BLIND  ASYLUM. 

The  State  Asylum  for  the  Blind  was  estab- 
lished September  2,  1856,  and  has  for  its 
object  the  education  of  blind  persons.  It  is 
notan  asylum  where  the  indigent  and  help- 
less are  cared  for  at  the  public  expense,  but 
a school  in  wliich  the  blind  receive  such  gen- 
eral education  and  training  in  industrial  pur- 
suits as  will  aid  them  to  become  self-sup- 
porting as  other  classes.  When  the  course 
of  study  prescribed  has  been  completed  the 
pupils  return  to  their  homes,  as  do  the  stu- 
dents of  other  schools,  and  like  them  are  no 
longer  a charge  upon  the  State.  In  shoi-t. 


the  only  dilference  between  the  school  for  the 
blind  and  a public  school  is  in  the  amount  of 
money  the  State  expends  on  them.  Sighted 
persons  only  receive  free  tuition,  while  the 
blind  are  fed,  clothed  and  transported  to  and 
from  school  at  public  expense. 

The  course  of  study  is  as  follows: 

Heading  by  touch  in  point  and  line  print, 
writing  in  New  York  point,  arithmetic, 
mathematical  and  physical  geography,  Eng- 
lish grammar,  etymology,  elements  of  ancient 
and  modern  history,  natural  philosophy,  Eng- 
lish literature,  elements  of  chemistry,  phys- 
iology  and  hygiene. 

Of  the  trades,  piano-forte  tuning,  broom- 
making and  upholstering  are  taught  to  the 
young  men.  The  young  ladies  receive  in- 
struction in  crocheting  and  bead  work,  and 
learn  to  sew  by  hand  and  by  machine.  The 
young  men  excel  sighted  persons  as  piano- 
tuners,  and  become  very  proficient  at  making 
brooms,  mattresses,  pillows,  and  bottoming 
chairs  with  cane  and  rattan.  The  bead  work 
and  crocheting  done  by  the  young  ladies 
would  reflect  credit  on  sighted  persons.  The 
physical  development  of  pupils  is  promoted 
by  regular  daily  exercises  in  calisthenics, 
■with  dumb-bells,  Indian  clubs  and  rino-s. 

Pupils  whose  sight  can  be  benefited  by 
operating  on  their  eyes  receive  treatment 
from  a skilled  oculist  connected  with  the  in- 
stitution. About  twenty-three  persons  have 
in  this  way  been  restored  to  sight  within  the 
last  twelve  years. 

All  blind  persons,  or  persons  who  cannot 
see  to  read  ordinary  newspaper  print,  between 
eight  and  twenty  years  of  age,  will  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  institution. 

The  school  is  located  in  Austin,  and  in 
number  of  teachers,  size  of  the  buildin<''S.  the 
amount  of  philosophical,  chemical  and  astro- 
nomical appai'atus,  maps,  globes  and  appli- 
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ances  ior  the  school-room,  variety  of  mu&ical 
instruments,  etc.,  is  the  largest  in  the  South. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  1891, 
104.  The  average  cost  per  capita  of  feeding 
them  was  about  $5.30  per  month. 

Number  of  otficei'S  and  teachers,  19;  num- 
ber of  employes,  14. 

Value  of  buildings  and  grounds,  $115,000; 
value  of  scientific  apparatus,  $1,250;  value  of 
school  and  musical  apparatus,  $7,000;  total, 
$123,250. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

The  State  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  is  sit- 
uated at  the  State  capital,  on  a commanding 
height  south  of  the  Colorado  river,  and  is 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  healthful  locations  in  the  city. 

During  the  session  of  1891,  233  pupils  were 
enrolled  up  to  October  31,  and  195  were  in 
actual  attendance. 

The  health  of  the  institution  has  not  been 
good,  three  deaths  having  occurred  during 
the  year  from  la  grippe,  dysentery  and  dropsy 
of  the  heart. 

The  total  expense  of  maintaining  the  insti- 
tution from  March  1,  1891,  to  November  1, 
1891,  was  $75,81G,  which  includes  $30,- 
000  for  additional  story  and  repairs.  This 
includes  all  ordinary  expenses,  such  as  board, 
fuel,  light,  medicine,  salaries  of  officers,  teach- 
ers and  employes,  and  so  much  of  clothing 
and  transportation  as  was  paid  by  the  State. 

There  are  fourteen  officers  and  teachers, 
five  experts  and  twelve  employes  connected 
with  the  institution. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  State  in  establish- 
ing such  institutions  to  give  the  students  a 
practical  education,  and  as  far  as  pos«ible 
rescue  this  unfortunate  class  from  helpless- 
ness and  dependence.  In  addition,  thcrefui’c, 


to  the  instruction  usual  in  such  schools,  a 
printing  office,  book  bindery  and  shoe  shop 
have  been  established  for  the  purpose  of  teach- 
ing those  trades  to  such  of  the  pupils  as  have 
the  ability  and  inclination  to  learn  them. 
Skilled  workmen,  experts  in  their  business, 
are  in  charge  of  each  of  these  departments, 
and  the  progress  made  by  the  students  under 
them  has  thus  far  been  very  encouraging. 

An  art  department  was  inaugurated  Octo- 
ber 5,  1887,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting and  attractive  features  of  the  school. 
Some  of  the  pupils  acquired  such  skill  in 
crayon  work  before  the  end  of  the  session  that 
they  were  offered  profitable  employment  at 
work  of  that  kind  during  vacation. 

The  conditions  of  admission  to  the  insti- 
tution are  few  and  simple.  The  age  at  which 
pupils  are  received  and  the  length  of  time 
they  are  kept  are  matters  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  superintendent.  Persons  not 
susceptible  of  receiving  instruction  will  not 
be  received  at  all.  Parents  are  required  to 
furnish  transportation,  if  able  to  do  so;  other- 
wise it  will  be  provided  by  the  State. 

The  school  opens  the  first  Wednesday  in 
September  and  closes  the  first  Wednesday  in 
June  of  each  year. 

Pupils  are  required  to  return  to  their 
homes  during  vacation  to  give  opportunity  to 
renovate  and  repair  the  buildings. 

Value  of  buildings  and  grounds,  $125,000; 
value  of  library,  $500;  total,  $125,500. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  AND  BLIND  INSTITUTE  FOR 
THE  COLORED  YOUTH. 

The  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Blind  Asylum 
for  colored  youth  w'as  established  by  an  act 
of  the  Twentieth  Legislature,  which  provided 
for  the  appointment  of  a board  to  select  a 
site  near  the  city  of  Austin,  and  appropriated 
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^50,000  for  the  erection  of  buildings  and  the 
purchase  of  furniture.  An  admirable  loca- 
tion, about  two  and  a quarter  miles  northwest 
of  Austin,  was  selected  for  the  buildings,  and 
the  institution  first  opened  for  the  reception 
of  students  Octolier  1,  1887.  On  November 
1,  1891,  there  liad  been  73  pupils  enrolled 
and  in  actual  attendance.  Of  this  number 
37  were  deaf  mutes  and  36  blind  persons. 

The  same  general  rules  of  government  and 
conditions  of  admission  in  force  at  the  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind  and  deaf  and  dumb  for 
the  whites,  obtain  in  this  institution.  The 
text-books  and  system  of  instruction  are  also 
the  same. 

Including  the  superintendent,  there  are 
three  officers  and  four  teachers  and  four  em- 
ployes connected  with  the  institution,  all  of 
whom  are  colored  people. 

Value  of  buildings  and  grounds,  $34,000; 
total  disbursements  from  March  1,  1889,  to 
October  1,  1890,  $24,553A8. 

OTHER  STATE  INSTITUTIONS. 

STATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

The  State  Lunatic  Asylum  is  situated  about 
two  miles  north  of  Austin,  on  a beautiful 
plateau  of  ground  adorned  and  beautified  by 
flowers,  plants,  summer-houses  and  forest 
trees,  the  latter  constituting  a splendid  park, 
upon  whose  grassy  lawn  the  patients  are  per- 
mitted to  take  exercise  and  get  fresh  air  and 
sunshine.  The  buildings  are  capacious  and 
elegant,  though  somewliat  crowded  owing  to 
the  rapidity  with  which  the  insane  popula- 
tion increases. 

There  are  ninety-five  employes  in  the  in- 
stitution. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  buildiiuTs  and 

O 

grounds  is  $505, UOU,  that  of  all  otlier  prop-  I 


erty  belonging  to  the  institution  $35,419.83. 

In  connection  with  the  institution  there  is 
a large  farm  and  garden  where  patients  are 
])ermitted  to  work  with  a view  of  diverting 
th  e mind  and  affording  e.vercise  for  the  bodv. 
For  the  same  purpose  concerts,  music,  danc- 
ing and  other  amusements  are  indulged  in 
once  each  week.  Most  of  the  patients  enjoy 
the  farm  work  very  much,  and  look  forward 
with  great  interest  for  the  return  of  the  dav 
appointed  for  the  weekly  entertainment.  In 
this  way.  their  minds  are  pleasantly  occupied 
with  the  new  subjects,  and  in  many  cases  ul- 
timate recovery  thereby  made  possible. 

From  the  report  of  the  superintendent  for 
the  year  ending  October  31,  1890,  the  follow- 
ing data  have  been  obtained: 

Number  patients  admitted  during  the  year, 
106;  discharged  restored,  27;  discharged  im- 
proved, 37;  discharged  unimproved,  1;  total 
discharged,  65;  furloughed, 36;  returned  from 
furlough,  33;  died,  33;  escaped,  19;  returned 
from  escape,  17.  Total  treated  during  the 
year,  745;  number  in  asylum  October  31, 
1891,  629. 

The  daily  average  number  present  during 
the  year  was  621,  and  the  cost  per  annun  of 
keeping  each  patient,  $149.71,  or  $2.87  per 
week.  Total  expenditures  for  the  year,  $130,- 
326.54,  of  which  $5,000  was  for  permanent 
improvements. 

The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  from 
the  beginning  of  the  hospital  is  3,678,  of 
which  number  667  died,  66  escaped.  1,798 
were  discharcjed,  53  furloucrhed. 

NORTH  TEXAS  HOSI’ITAL  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

This  institution  is  located  at  Terrell,  in 
Kaufman  county,  and  was  first  opened  for  the 
reception  of  patients  July  15,  1885.  It  was 
established  in  obedience  to  a general  demand 
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lor  additional  nsvlnm  room  tor  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  hundreds  of  insane  persons  tlien 
confined  in  jails  and  on  poor  farms  througli- 
ont  the  State. 

'I'lic  buildings  are  constructed  on  tlie  latest 
and  most  improved  plan  of  hospitals  for  the 
insane,  and  contain  all  modern  conveniences 
for  the  treatment  of  the  insane. 

The  actual  running  expenses  for  the  year 
were  $95,220.04:;  cost  of  maintaining  in- 
mates, per  capita  per  year,  $170;  per  week, 
$3.26.  The  estimated  value  of  the  buildings, 
grounds,  furniture  and  other  appurtenances, 
is  $261,765.  Number  of  officers  connected 
with  the  institution,  5;  employes,  42. 

ST.XTIi  OUI'HAN  asylum. 

The  creation  of  an  orphan  asylum  was 
contemplated  and  provided  for  by  the  found- 
ers of  our  State  government,  who  gave  it  the 
same  land  endowments  bestowed  on  other 
charitable  institutions.  This  institution  was 
required  to  be  established  by  an  act  of  the 
Twentieth  Legislature,  approved  April  4, 
1887.  The  governor  was  required  to  appoint 
three  commissioners  to  select  a site  for  the 
asylum.  Competition  between  the  vaidous 
towns  in  the  State  for  the  location  of  the  in- 
stitution was  invited,  which  resulted  in  the 
selection  of  Corsicana,  in  Navarro  countv. 
The  sum  of  $5,700  was  appropriated  out  of 
the  available  Orphan  Asylnin  fund  for  the 
establishment  of  the  institution.  Subse- 
quently, at  the  special  session  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Legislature,  $15,000  and  the  available 
fund  to  the  credit  of  the  asylum  in  the  State 
treasury  was  aj>propriated  f.»r  ihe  erection  of 
buildings  and  other  improvements. 

The  site  on  which  the  asylum  is  located 
and  the  surrounding  scenery  are  unsui'passed 
by  any  place  in  the  State  for  their  beauty  and 


adaptability  for  such  an  institution.  The 
buildiners,  which  are  constructed  on  the  cot- 
tage  plan,  and  have  a capacity  of  about  200 
inmates,  were  completed  and  the  institution 
formally  opened  July  15,  1889. 

From  the  date  of  the  opening  of  the  in 
stitution,  November  1,  1890,  60  children  — 
23  girls  and  31  boys — had  been  received  into 
the  home.  Of  those  two  ran  away  and  four 
were  returned  to  friends,  leaving  54  in  the 
institution. 

The  expenses  of  the  asylum  for  the  seven- 
teen months  ending  October  31,  1890, 
amounted  to  $13,993.63. 

The  asylum  is  governed  by  a board  of 
managers  who  are  appointed  by  the  governor, 
and  have  power  to  prescribe  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  admission  of  inmates  and  con- 
trol of  the  institution. 

All  orphan  children  under  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  shall  be  admitted,  subject  only  to 
such  restiuctions  as  the  hoard  deem  necessary 
to  the  welfare  and  good  government  of  the 
asylum. 

The  superintendent  is  required  to  keep  a 
list  of  the  names  and  ages  of  all  children, 
with  such  data  as  may  be  obtainable  con- 
cerning their  history,  subject  at  all  times  to 
public  inspection.  He  is  also  required  to 
see  that  their  pro  rata  of  the  public  school 
fund  is  set  aside,  and  to  provide  them  with 
proper  educational  facilities. 

STATE  HOUSE  OF  ('ORRECTION  AND  REFORMATORY. 

By  act  of  the  Twentieth  Legislature,  ap- 
proved March  29,  1887,  a State  house  of 
correction  and  reformatory  for  youthful 
convicts  was  provided  for,  and  the  governor 
required  to  appoint  a commission  to  locate 
the  same.  The  institution  was  located  two 
and  one-fourth  miles  northeast  of  Gatesville, 
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(^iryell  coimtv.  iiiid  tlin  neci-^'iiry  linil(Jiii^s 
erected  there  during  the  summer  of  188S. 
Up  to  date  of  the  last  report  of  the  superiu- 
terufeiit  S75.890  liad  l)eeii  expended  in  the 
]»urchase  of  land,  erection  of  huildings,  and 
equipping  the  institution. 

The  institution  has  a capacity  of  about 
100,  and  was  opened  January  3,  1889.  Up 
to  October  31,  1890,  111  persons  had  been 
received  at  the  institution. 

All  persons  under  sixteen  years  of  age 
convicted  of  any  felony,  the  punishment  for 
which  does  not  exceed  five  years'  confinement, 
are  senteticed  to  the  lieformatory. 

The  trustees  are  required  to  “see  that  the 
inmates  are  tauglit  habits  of  industry  and 
sobriety,  some  useful  trade,  and  to  read  and 
write,  and  also  supplied  with  suitable  books.” 
The  white  and  colored  inmates  of  the  insti- 
tution are  required  to  be  kept,  worked  and 
educated  separately. 

The  institution  is  conducted  on  the  “cot- 
tage” or  family  plan.  The  buildings  are 
heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity. 
Since  the  institution  was  opened  a farm  of 
200  acres  and  a garden  and  orchard — about 
600  acres — have  been  put  in  cultivation. 

There  are  six  officers  and  three  guards  at 
the  institution.  Expense  of  the  institution 
from  March  1 to  November  30,  1891,  $25,- 
295.48. 

THE  PENITENTIARY  SYSTEM. 

The  law  of  1881  for  organizing  the  State 
penitentiaries  provided  that  the  system  of 
labor  in  the  State  penitentiaries  should  be  by 
lease,  by  contract,  by  the  State,  or  partly  by 
one  system  and  partly  by  the  other,  as  shall 
be  in  the  discretion  of  the  penitentiary  board 
deemed  for  the  best  interests  of  the  State. 
'Hie  Eighteenth  Uegislature  in  1883  repealed 


that  portion  of  the  law  of  1881  authorizing 
the  lease  of  the  penitentiaries,  and  conse- 
quently the  contract  and  State  account  sys- 
tems only  are  allowed. 

At  this  time  all  of  the  industries  at  both  the 
j)iisons,  Huntsville  and  Rusk,  are  operated 
on  the  Slate  account  system.  Between  800 
and  900  convicts  are  worked  on  farms,  and 
about  463  on  railroads,  under  the  contract 
system.  Nearly  200  convicts  are  worked  on 
farms  on  shares,  and  about  200  on  farms 
owned  by  the  State,  on  State  account. 

The  organization  of  the  penitentiaries  con- 
sists of  a penitentiary  board  composed  of 
tliree  commissioners  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor, a superintendent  of  penitentiaries,  a 
financial  agent  of  penitentiaries,  two  assistant 
superintendents  of  penitentiaries,  and  two  in- 
spectors of  outside  convict  camps,  all  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor.  For  each  peniten- 
tiary a physician  and  a chaplain  are  appointed 
by  the  penitentiary  board.  The  assistant 
superintendent  of  each  penitentiary  appoints, 
with  the  approval  of  the  superintendent,  such 
number  of  under  officers  as  may  be  necessary 
to  preserve  discipline  and  prevent  escapes. 
And  the  superintendent  of  penitentiaries, 
when  the  jienitentiaries  are  being  opei’ated 
on  State  account,  may,  under  the  direction  of 
the  State  board,  employ  such  number  of 
skilled  workmen  or  other  employes  as  may 
be  deemed  essential  to  the  successful  opera- 
tion of  the  penitentiaries. 

The  gangs  or  forces  of  convicts  worked  on 
farms  and  railroads,  whether  worked  under 
contract  or  on  State  account,  are  each  under 
the  control  of  an  officer  designated  as  a ser- 
geant. who  is  appointed  by  the  superintend- 
ent of  penitentiaries,  and,  under  the  diiection 
of  the  said  superintendent  and  inspector  of 
outside  foiees,  has  charge  and  control  of  the 
management  and  discipline  of  tlie  con\ict 
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lorct'  for  wliicli  lie  may  have  been  apjKiiiited.  i 
This  serii-eaiit,  under  the  direction  of  .said 
officers,  has  tlie  appointing  and  control  of  the 
guards  necessary  to  control  such  force.  The  j 
nmtractor  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
ilie  discipline  of  the  comicts.  He  is  only 
entitled  to  a reasonable  amount  of  labor 
within  hours,  etc.,  prescribed  by  contract  and 
provided  for  in  the  penitentiary  rules  and 
regulations.  On  the  contract  farms  the  con- 
tractors feed  the  convicts  as  ])rescribed  by  the 
nilcs.  At  all  other  places  the  State  feeds, 
clothes  and  furnishes  bedding  and  all  medi- 
cines and  medical  attendance,  and  pays  all 
sergeants  and  guards.  The  law  provides  that 
no  contract  shall  be  made  by  which  the  con- 
trol of  the  convicts,  e.xcept  as  to  a reasonal)Ie 
amount  of  labor,  shall  pass  from  the  State  or 
its  officers,  and  the  management  of  convicts 
shall,  in  all  cases  and  under  all  circumstances, 
remain  under  control  of  the  State  and  its 
officers. 

PENITENTIARY  INDUSTRIES. 

At  the  Huntsville  penitentiary  there  is  the 
wagon  department,  in  which  are  built  wagons, 
drays,  cane  and  log  wagons,  buggies,  hacks, 
etc.  In  the  cabinet  department  are  made 
chairs  and  furniture,  mostly  of  a cheap  class. 

In  the  machine  rooms  are  made  engines, 
boilers,  hydrants,  etc.;  in  the  foundry  vari- 
ous kinds  of  eastings.  There  is  a factory  in 
which  is  manufactured  mostly  the  stripes  for 
all  the  clothing  for  the  convicts.  In  the  shoe 
and  tailor  shops  are  made  convict  shoes  and 
clothes,  and  there  is  also  done  on  order  some 
citizens’  work. 

The  State  owns  and  works  on  State  account 
with  convicts  a farm  about  two  miles  from 
the  Huntsville  penitentiary,  on  which  is  raised 
cotton  for  the  factory,  corn  for  farm  and  prison 


I consumption,  and  vegetables  for  the  prison. 

At  the  Rusk  penitentiary  the  principal  in- 
dustries are  the  making  of  pig  iron,  mann- 
j factnre  of  castings  of  various  kinds,  and 
making  of  cast-iron  water  and  gas  pipe.  A 
large  number  of  convicts  are  engaged  in 
making  charcoal  and  diggiim  iron  ore  for  the 
smeltiiif  furnace. 

O 

Jn  connection  with  tlm  Rusk  penitentiiu'y 

some  of  the  land  helomdiKr  to  the  State  is 
o o 

used  for  raising  fruit  and  vegetables  for  the 
convicts,  and  other  lands  have  been  rented 
contiguous  to  the  prison,  on  which  has  been 
raised  corn,  peas,  etc.,  for  prison  use. 

Another  farm  belonging  to  the  State,  in 
Fort  Rend  county,  on  Oyster  creek,  and 
known  as  Harlem,  is  worked  on  State  account, 
and  raises  cotton,  corn  and  sugar  for  the  gen- 
eral market.  All  of  these  farms  are  operated 
with  second  and  third  class  convict  labor- 
convicts  not  fit  for  much  other  kind  of  labor. 

There  are  two  farms  worked  on  the  share 
system,  liy  which  the  State  furnishes  the 
labor  and  the  owners  of  the  farms  the  land 
and  teams,  and  crop  divided.  One  of  these 
belongs  to  the  estate  of  J.  O.  Johnson,  about 
seven  miles  from  Huntsville,  and  employs 
about  forty  convicts,  and  the  other  belongs 
to  Colonel  John  D.  Rogers,  in  Brazos  county, 
on  which  are  employed  about  160  convicts. 
There  is  the  same  class  of  convicts  on  these 
share  farms  as  on  the  State  farms. 

The  officers  of  the  penitentiaries  appointed 
by  the  governor  are:  three  commissioners, 
constituting  the  penitentiary  board,  one  su- 
perintendent of  penitentiaries,  one  financial 
agent  of  penitentiaries,  two  assistant  superin- 
tendents of  penitentiaries,  two  inspectors  of 
outside  camps. 

The  officers  appointed  by  the  penitentiary 
board  are:  two  penitentiary  physicians,  two 
chaplains. 
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Ut STOUT  OF  TEXAS. 


Tlie  ofticers  aj'pointoJ  by  .sui)eriii- 

tcndent  of’  peniteiitiario.s  are;  twenty-five 
eer^eaiits  of  outside  forces,  six  assistant  ser- 
geants of  outside  forces,  two  stewards  of  out- 
side forces. 

The  under  officers  appointed  by  assistant 
superintendents  are:  two  under  keepers, 

two  night  sergeants,  two  stewards,  seven  ser- 
geants, two  assistant  sergeants,  eiglity-tive 
auards,  etc. 

The  under  officers  or  guards  appointed  by 
sercreants  are:  300  Guards. 

O 

The  foremen  and  other  citizen  employes 
employed  by  superintendents  are^  seven  at 
Huntsville  p)cnitentiary,  eight  at  Husk  peni- 
tentiary. 

The  clerks  employed  by  financial  agents 
are:  seven  at  Huntsville  penitentiary,  two 
at  Rusk  penitentiary. 

The  outside  physicians  appointed  by  super- 
intendents are  seven  in  number. 

Total  number  paid  monthly  by  the  finan- 
cial agent  — officers,  guards,  foremen,  and 

other  employes — 470. 

The  value  of  State  property  belonging  to 
the  penitentiaries  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  re- 
port of  the  superintendent,  up  to  Noveipber 
1,  1890,  as  follows: 

Huntsville  penitentiary $709,096.72 

Rusk  penitentiary 720,245.02, 

State  farm,  Harlem 200,074.83 

Rogers’  share  farm 21,002.48 

Contract  farms 9,702.32 

Railroad  trains 10,15.*.27 

State  penitentiaries,  cash  on  hand,  etc. . . 43,021.28 

Total  valuation  of  penitentiary  property, 

November  1,  1890 $1,840,955.52 

Total  valuation  of  peuiteutiaiy  property. 

May  16,  1883 931,149.32 

RELfGlOUS. 

As  one  might  guess  from  the  early  history 
of  Texas  in  a political  point  of  view,  the 
Mexicans  and  pioneers  of  this  region  were 


not  demonsti-ati ve  in  their  ]>iety.  l)i>wn  to 
the  time  of  inde|)end(‘nce  Catholic  intoler- 
ance prevailed,  and  tlu^  Catholics  themselves, 
in  S[)atdsh  America,  were  not  zealous  in 
fecular  education. 

Prior  to  the  era  of  independence  about 
the  only  efforts,  of  which  we  have  record,  to 
establish  Protestantism  in  Texas  were  those 
of  the  Baptists,  who  failed  to  make  their  in- 
stitutions permanent.  In  1837  a Baptist 
church  was  organized  at  Washington,  Z.  N. 
Morrell,  being  chosen  pastor,  and  money  was 
subscribed  to  build  a house  of  worship.  The 
first  Protestant  Episcopal  church  was  estab- 
lished in  1838,  at  Matagorda,  by  Caleb  S. 
Ives,  who  collected  a congregation,  estab- 
lished a school  and  built  a church.  During 
the  same  year  R.  M.  ('hapman  organized  a 
parish  in  Houston. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  volume,  with  refer- 
ence to  church  statistics,  probably  the  only 
leature  that  would  be  of  general  interest  to 
the  general  public  will  be  the  total  member- 
ship; for  all  other  statistical  matter  in  regard 
to  religious  institutions  is  about  in  a certain 

O 

proportion  to  this.  The  following  table, 
therefore,  gives  only  the  total  membership: 


DKNOMINATIOX.  MEMBERSHIP. 

Methodist  Episcopal,  South 151,533 

Baptist 127,377 

Episcopal 9,982 

Methodist  Episcopal  (North) 25,739 

German  Lutheran  (1877) 2.270 

Presbyterian 2,414 

Southern  Presbyterian  (1877) 13,555 

Cumberland  Presbyterian 24,257 

Christian 55.000 

Primitive  Baptist 1,000 

Seventh-Day  Adventists 300 

Uni  versalists 95 

Brethren  (^’Dunkards) 125 
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Free  Methodists 100 

Catholic 157,000 

Hebrew 300 

Methodist  Protestant 0,300 

Colored  M.  E.  Church  in  Aiiierica.  . 12,102 

African  Methodist  Episeopu! 12,000 

Colored  Baptist 100, OtS  1 

it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  has  been 


impossible  to  obtain  exact  data  with  ref- 
erence to  a few  of  the  above  named  churches. 

THE  PRESS. 

The  first  printing-press  in  Texas  was  put 
into  operation  at  Nacogdoches  in  1810,  and 
was  brought  to  that  place  by  General  Long, 
who  established  a provisional  government 
and  a supreme  council,  whicli  issued  a decla- 
ration proclaiming  Texas  an  independent 
republic.  The  office  was  placed  under  the 
management  of  Horatio  Biglow,  and  was 
used  for  the  publication  of  various  laws  en- 
acted and  proclamations  issued  by  that  short- 
lived government. 

The  first  regular  newspaper,  however,  made 
its  initial  appearance  about  1820,  at  San 
Eelipe,  bearing  the  name.  The  Cotton 
Plant.  Godwin  B.  Gotten  was  editor  and 
proprietor.  In  1832  its  na^  was  chatiged 
to  The  Texas  Republican. 

Tlie  second  paper  was  the  Texas  Gazette 
and  Brazoria  Advertiser,  j)iil)lished  in  Bra- 
zoria in  1830.  In  September.  1832,  it  was  | 
merged  into  the  Constitutiunal  Advocate  and 
Texas  Public  Advertiser,  with  D.  W.  An- 
thony as  owner  and  editor,  who  died  in 
1833,  and  the  paper  ceased. 

Next  was  the  Texas  Re[)ublican,  at  Bra- 
zoria, by  1'.  C.  Gray,  in  Hecomber,  1831. 
Tliis  was  printed  on  the  old  |»rcss  brought 
into  the  realm  by  Gotten,  before  mentioned. 


In  January,  1835,  this  was  the  only  paper 
published  in  Texas,  and  in  August,  1836,  it 
was  discontinued. 

The  fourth  newspaper  was  the  Telegraph, 
started  in  August  1835,  at  San  l•'(•lipc,  by 
Gail  and  Thomas  H,  Borden  and  Joseph 
Baker.  A Mexican  force  seized  this  in  April, 
1836,  ami  threw  the  matei-ial  of  the  office 
into  a bayou  at  Hanisbnrg,  to  whicli  place 
it  had  been  moved  after  the  abandonment  r»f 
San  Felipe  by  the  Americans.  In  August, 
that  year,  the  Bordens  bought  new  press  and 
I material  and  revived  the  Telegraph  at  Co- 
I lumbia,  and  subsequently  moved  to  Houston, 
where  the  paper  was  published  for  many 
years,  under  the  name  of  the  Houston  Tele- 
graph. 

After  the  establishment  of  Texan  inde- 
pendence the  number  of  newsjiapers  in- 
increased  rapidly,  until  now  the  State  has  as 
many  newspapers  as  any  other  in  pi-opoi  tion 
to  population. 

The  first  daily  paper  established  in  Texas 
was  the  ^lorning  Star,  by  Cruger  Moore 
of  the  Telegraph,  between  1840  and  1844. 

The  Texas  Editorial  and  Bress  Association 
was  organized  September  10,  1873,  and  after- 
ward incorporated. 

RAILROADS. 

During  the  last  fifteen  years  railroad  sys- 
tems have  been  established  at  a conqiara 
tively  rapid  rate.  In  1870  there  was  less 
than  300  miles  in  operation;  in  1876,  1,600 
miles;  in  1885,  over  7,000  miles;  and  in 
1800,  according  to  the  last  census,  8,014. 

In  the  time  of  the  republic  numerons 
j charters  for  railroads  were  granted,  but  no 
j road  was  Iniilt.  It  was  not  till  1852  that  the 
lirst  road  was  commenceil.  'I'hat  vear  a pre- 
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liminary  survey  was  made  and  some  work 
done  on  what  was  then  called  the  Buffalo 
Bayou,  Brazos  tk  Colorado  Railroad,  starting 
from  Ilarrishnro-  and  f£f)in<{  westerly:  and 
within  the  same  year  the  first  locomotive  was  i 
set  to  work  at  Ilarrishiirf£,  the  first  in  Texas  ! 
and  the  second  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  i 
company  was  organized  June  1,  18o0,  at 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  by  General  SMney 
Sherman,  who  may  be  regarded  as  the  father 
of  railroads  in  Texas.  The  work  progressed 
slowly,  and  the  Colorado  was  not  reached  till  I 
1859,  when  the  line  was  opened  to  Eagle 
lake,  sixty-five  miles  from  the  place  of  be- 
ginning. By  i860  the  line  had  reached 
Columbus,  the  river  being  bridged  at  Alley- 
ton.  A chaime  in  the  charter  made  in  1870 

O 

fixed  ii])on  San  Antonio  as  the  objective 
point,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been  known 
as  the  Galveston,  Harrisburg  & San  Antonio 
Railway,  or  “ Sunset  route,”  but  is  now  in- 
corporated in  the  great  Southern  Pacific 
system.  January  15,  1877,  the  road  reached 
San  Antonio,  the  citizens  of  Bexar  county 
having  voted,  in  January,  187G,  $i300,000  in 
county  bonds  to  secure  the  speedy  comjJe- 
tion  of  the  line.  In  the  same  month  the 
passenger  terminus  was  changed  from  Ilar- 
risbui-g  to  Houston  by  a line  from  I'ierce 
Junction.  The  line  has  since  been  extended 
to  El  Paso,  to  connect  thei-e  with  the  South- 
ern Pacific,  going  on  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
At  that  point  it  al.so  connects  with  the  ^lex- 
ican  Central.  The  length  of  the  main  line 
is  8-1:8  miles,  and  no  raili-oad  in  Texas  has 
had  more  iiiHuence  in  the  settlement  and 
development  of  the  countiy. 

The  next  i-ailtvcal  commenced  in  Texas  was 
the  Houston  vV  'I'exas  Central.  The  original 
charter  was  granted  in  184.S,  by  which  the 
com|)any  was  incurporated  mider  the  title  of 
the  Galveston  A Red  River  Railroad  Com- 


pany. Their  line  was  to  extend  from  Gal- 
veston to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State. 
Work  was  begun  in  1853,  at  Houston,  by  the 
first  incorporator,  Ebenezer  Allen,  and  at' that 
time  the  name  was  changed  to  its  present 
form.  The  rivalry  between  Galveston  and 
Houston  was  satisfied  by  a compromise,  under 
which  arrangement  the  two  cities  were  con- 
nected by  the  Galveston,  Houston  A Hen- 
derson Road,  which  was  begun  at  Virginia 
Point,  and  completed  in  1805,  and  a junction 
was  made  with  the  Houston  A Texas  Central. 
In  1859  .a  bridge  W’as  constructed  across  the 
bay  by  the  city^  of  Galveston. 

Construction  proceeded  slowly,  only  eighty 
miles  having  been  made  by  the  time  of  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  which  com- 
pletely interrupted  further  building.  In 
March,  1873,  it  reached  Denison,  forming 
there  a junction  with  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
A Texas  Road,  chus  opening  rail  communica- 
tion with  St.  Louis. 

Houston  has  become  the  railroad  center  of 
the  State,  having  at  least  ten  trunk  lines. 

The  Gulf,  Colorado  A Santa  Fe  line  was 
chartered  in  May,  1873,  as  a Galveston  en- 
terprise. Construction  was  commenced  at 
Virginia  Point  in  May,  1875,  and  the  road 
opened  for  traffic  as  far  as  Richmond  in 
1878. 

Other  important  systems  of  late  introduc- 
tion are  the  Missouri,  Kansas  A Texas,  Atchi- 
son, Tojieka  A Santa  Ee,  San  Antonio  A 
Aransas  Pass,  St.  Louis,  Arkansas  A Texas 
(“Cotton  Belt”),  Inteniational  A Great 
Northern,  Texas  A Pacific,  etc. 

All  the  above  mentioned  trunk  lines  have 
of  course  several  branches,  so  that  it  can  now 
be  said  in  familiar  pai-lance  that  the  State  of 
Texas  is  “gridironed"  with  raili’oads,  and 
still  construction  is  goi ng  on, atid  many  moro 
lines  are  projected. 
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The  followiiicT  table  shou’s  the  number  of 


miles  of  railroad  in  the  State: 

Names  of  Compunirs.  Mile«  ot  I rack. 

Austin  N’ortli western Td.OO 

East  Line  A lied  Ui\er 12Ld5 

Fort  Worth  <k,  Denvei'  City 407.2-1: 

Fort  Wurtli  ik  New  Orleans 40.50 

Fort  Wortli  & Rio  Crande 112.54 

Galveston,  Ilanisbui-g  A San  An- 
tonio  926  30 

Galveston,  Houston  A Henderson..  50.00 

Houston  A Te.xas  Central 510.00 

Gulf,  Colorado  A Santa  Fe 958.25 

Gulf,  West  Te.xas  A Pacific 111.10 

Houston  East  A West  Te.xas 191.38 

International  A Great  Xortliern.  . . . -j-GlT.OO 

New  York,  Te.xas  A Me.xican 91.00 

Missouri,  Kansas  ek;  Te.xas 389.39 

^Sherman,  Denison  A Dallas 9.53 

■"Dallas  A Greenville 52.43 

■’^'East  Line  A Red  River 31.76 

^Gainesville,  Henrietta  A Western.  70.57 

^Dallas  A Wichita 37.62 

■"Dallas  A Waco 65.57 

*Trinity  A Sabine 66.55 

■^Taylor,  Bastrop  A Houston 105-.89 

San  Antonio  A Aransas  Pass 637.20 

St.  Louis,  Arkansas  A Texas 554  05 

Southern  Kansas  A Texas 100.41 

Sabine  A East  Texas 103.47 

Texas  Central 288.80 

Texas  Mexican 178.61 

Texas,  SabineValley  A Nortliwestern.  38.00 

Texas  Trunk 51.00 

Texas  A Pacific 1,125.95 

Tyler  Southeastern 89.08 

Texas  Western 52  25 

Texas  A New  (frleans 105.10 


fOtily  9.90  SO  miles  are  taxed 

*(>;ieraled  by  the  Missouri,  Kansas  lV:  'I'exas. 


Weatherford,  Mineral  Wells  A North- 


western   20.05 

Central  Texas  A Nortli  wrvstern  . . . . 12.00 

AVichita  Valley 51.3*) 

Totals 8.914.13 


Ml.XERAI.  RESOURCES  OF  TL.NAS. 


The  mineral  resources  of  Texas  are  toi> 
varied  in  their  character  and  too  widespread 
in  their  occurrence  to  permit  more  than  a 
brief  review  of  the  results  obtained  by  the 


investioations  of  the  geologictd  survey  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years.  Previous  to  the 
organization  of  the  present  survey  little  sys- 
tematic work  had  been  done  towanl  securing 
definite  and  accurate  informatioti  of  the  vari- 
ous economic  products  of  the  geology  of  the 
State.  Many  mineral  localities  were  known, 
and  the  cpialities  of  many  ores,  soils  and 
other  materials  had  been  tested  by  analyses. 
A few  mines  and  manufactories  scattered 
here  and  there  over  the  State  had  tested  some 
of  the.se  deposits  practically,  but  there  was 
nowhere  a statement  of  such  facts  concern- 
ing them  as  would  enable  the  owner  or  pi-os- 
pector  to  form  any  definite  idea  of  their 
relations  or  prol»able  values. 

Tlie  followiiur  statements  are  based  for  the 


greater  part  on  the  work  of  Hon.  E.  T. 
Dumble,  State  Geologist,  and  his  associates 
of  the  present  survey  (although  all  reliable 
sources  of  information  accessible  to  them  at 
pre.'ent  have  been  examined),  and  many  of 
the  facts  will  be  found  stated  in  much 
greater  detail  in  the  various  papers  accom- 
panj'ing  the  annual  reports  of  the  survey. 


ll.KI,  A. NO  OII.S. 

Wood. — Overeasteni  Texas  the  amount  of 
wood  suitable  tor  luel  purposes  is  seemingly 
inexhaustible;  but  \\c~twai'<l  it  grows  less 
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and  less,  until  in  many  places  inesqnite  roots 
or  even  the  '•  Mexican  dagger  ” are  the  prin- 
cipal source  of  supply.  The  investigations 
of  the  survey  up  to  the  present  have  been 
contined  to  an  examination  of  the  wood  sup 
ply  ofeertaiu  counties  with  reference  to  the 
manufacture  of  charcoal  for  iron  smeltino. 

Liyuile. — Intermediate  between  peat  and 
bituminous  coal  we  tind  a fossil  find  known 
as  lignite  oi‘  brown  coal.  It  contains  less 
water  and  more  carbon  than  peat,  but  has 
more  water  and  less  carbon  then  bituminous 
coal.  Lignites  are  the  product  of  a later 
geoloo;ic  awe  than  bituminous  coal,  and  the 
bituminous  matter  has  not  been  so  fully 
developed  as  in  the  true  bituminous  coal. 

Lignite  varies  in  color  from  a brown  to  a 
brilliant  jet  black,  and  occurs  in  all  degrees 
of  purity,  from  a lignitic  clay  to  a glossy 
coal  of  cubical  fracture.  The  greatest  amount 
of  our  lignites,  however,  are  of  black  color, 
changing  to  brownish  black  on  exposure, 
often  with  somewliat  of  a conchoidal  fracture 
and  a specific  gravity  of  about  1.22.  Lignite 
occurs  in  beds  similar  to  those  of  bituminous 
coal,  although  they  are  not  always  as  regular 
and  continuous. 

The  lignite  field  is  by  far  the  largest  field 
we  have,  and  the  coal  strata  it  contains  are 
of  much  greater  thickness  than  those  of 
either  of  the  others.  As  nearly  as  we  cai\ 
at  present  mark  its  boundaries  they  are  as 
follows;*  IJeginnincr  on  the  Sabine  river,  in 
Sabine  county,  the  I)oundary  line  runs  west 
and  southwest  near  (Crockett,  Navasota,  Led- 
better, Weimar,  and  on  to  Helena  and  the 
Rio  Grande,  thence  back  by  Pearsall,  Elgin, 
Marlin,  Richland,  Salem,  and  Clarksville  to 
Red  river. 

It  iindiides  lifty-four  counties  in  whole  or 
pai't,  and  while  we  do  not  know  of  the  occur-  | 


rence  of  lignite  in  every  one  of  these,  it  will 
in  all  probability  be  found  in  all  of  them 
sooner  or  later. 

Within  the  area  thus  defined  lignite  has 
been  observed  at  hundreds  of  localities.  The 
beds  vary  from  a few  inches  to  as  much  as 
twelve  feet,  which  thickness  has  been  ob 
served  and  measured  in  numerous  places. 

The  litrnites  have  been  mined  in  greater  or 
less  quantities  in  several  places,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned:  Athens,  Hender- 

son county;  seven  miles  east  of  Emory,  Rains 
county;’  Alamo,  Cass  county;  Head's  Prairie, 
Robertson  county;  Calvert  Bluff,  Robertson 
county;  Rockdale,  Milam  county;  Bastrop, 
Bastrop  county ; Lytle  Mine,  Atascosa  county; 
San  Tomas,  Webb  county,  and  others. 

Of  these  localities  the  Laredo  “San  Tomas” 
coal  stands  out  sharply  above  the  rest.  Al- 
though it  is  classed  as  a lignite  on  the 
ground  of  its  geologic  occurrence,  it  is  much 
superior  to  any  of  the  ordinary  lignites,  as  is 
shown  by  its  analysis. 

The  real  value  of  this  material  as  fuel  is 
not  at  all  appreciated.  Lignite,  up  to  the 
present  time,  has  been  regarded  as  of  very 
little  value.  Two  causes  have  been  instru- 
mental in  creating  this  impression;  first,  the 
quality  it  possesses  of  rapidly  slacking  and 
crumblinor  when  exposed  to  the  air;  and  sec- 
ond (and  perhaps  this  is  the  principal  cause), 
all  who  have  attempted  to  use  it  have  done 
so  without  first  studying  its  character  and 
the  best  methods  of  burning  it,  as  they  have 
in  most  cases  endeavored  to  use  it  under  the 
same  conditions  which  apply  to  a bituminous 
coal  containing  a little  water.  While  lignite 
may  not  differ  materially  from  bituminous 
coal  in  weight,  its  physical  pro[)crties  ai-e 
entirely  different.  This  is  due  not  only  to 
the  amount  of  water  contained  in  the  lignite, 
amounting  to  from  10  to  20  per  cent,  of  its 
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weight,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  it  is  the  prod- 
uct of  a diiferent  period  of  geologic  time, 
and  it  may  Ije  tliat  tlie  development  of  the 
bituminous  matter  dilfers  in  some  way  in 
the  two.  Therefore,  in  any  intelligent  effort 
to  make  it  available  for  fuel,  these  considera- 
tions must  be  taken  into  account  and  projier 
allowances  made  for  them.  In  Europe, 
where  fuel  is  scarcer  than  here,  lignites  of 
much  poorer  quality  than  our  average  de- 
posits are  successfully  used,  not  only  as  fuel 
and  domestic  purposes,  but  also  for  smelting. 

The  fact  that  lignites  have  not  been  used 
in  the  United  States  is  taken  by  some  as  an 
evidence  of  their  worthlessness,  but  if  we 
turn  to  Europe  we  find  that  their  usefulness 
is  of  the  hicrliest  character.  Although  tlie 
German  lignites  are  inferior  to  those  of 
Te.\as,  as  proved  by  numerous  chemical 
analyses,  they  are  in  use  for  every  purpose 
for  which  bituminous  coal  is  available,  aiid 
for  some  to  which  such  coal  is  not  suited. 
Their  principal  use  is,  naturally,  as  fuel. 
They  are  used  in  the  natural  state,  or  “ raw,” 
in  places  for  household  purposes,  and  also  to 
a very  large  extent  in  Siemens’  regenerator 
furnaces;  and,  even  in  connection  with  coke 
;inade  from  the  lignites  themselves,  as  much 
as  40  to  70  per  cent,  of  raw  lignite  is  used 
in  the  smelting  of  iron  ores  in  furnaces  of 
suitable  construction,  flaw  lio-nites  are  also 

o 

used  ill  the  conversion  of  iron  into  steel  by 
4he  llessemer  process,  but  require  a small 
addition  of  coke  for  this  purpose. 

Eor  general  fuel  purposes,  however,  the 

lignites  are  manufactured  into  briquettes,  or 

coal  bricks,  of  different  sizes,  by  pulverizing 

them,  evaporating  the  surplus  water  and 

compressing  them  under  presses  similar  to 

those  used  in  the  manufacture  of  pressed 

' brick.  j\[anv  of  the  Gmunan  li(niit(‘s  contain 
* “ 

as  much  as  dO  to  40  per  cent,  of  water,  and 


the  heat  which  is  necessary  to  drive  this  off 
acts  on  the  chemical  elements  of  the  lignite 
and  develops  the  bituminous  matter  suffi- 
ciently for  it  to  serve  as  a bond  or  cement 
under  the  semi-fusion  caused  by  the  heavy 
pressure  which  is  applied  to  make  it  cohere. 
Such  coals  as  do  not  form  their  own  cement 
in  this  way  are  made  to  cohere  by  the  addi- 
tion of  various  cementing  materials,  such  as 
bitumen,  coal  tar,  pitch,  starch,  potatoes, 
clay,  etc. 

Lignites  prepared  in  this  way  are  fully 
equal  to  ordinary  bituminous  coal  as  fuel  fur 
all  purposes,  and  possess,  in  addition,  several 
important  advantages.  They  are  more  com- 
pact, and  are  in  the  regular  form  of  blocks 
which  can  be  stored  in  four-fifths  the  amount 
of  space  occupied  by  the  same  weight  of  coal. 
They  are  much  cleaner  to  handle,  and  the 
waste  in  handling,  which  in  the  case  of  bitu- 
minous coal  is  often  as  much  as  twenty  per 
cent.,  is  very  little.  Owing  to  its  physical 
structure  it  burns  with  great  regularity  and 
without  clinkers,  making  it  a very  desirable 
steam  fuel.  For  these  reasons  it  is  often 
preferred  to  bituminous  coal. 

Coke  of  e.xcellcnt  quality  is  made  from 
lignites  in  ovens  properly  constructed  for  the 
purpose.  These  ovens  are  of  various  designs 
suited  to  different  characters  of  lignite,  but 
all  accomplish  similar  residts,  and  the  coke 
thus  produced  is  used  for  all  puiposes  for 
which  other  cokes  are  adapted. 

Illuminating  gas  of  very  superior  quality 
is  manufactured  from  lignites,  and  is  in  use 
in  manv  German  manufactories. 

Lignite  also  forms  the  base  of  many  other 
important  industries.  Up  to  the  time  of  the 
discovery  of  the  oil  fields  of  America  and  the 
great  deposits  of  mineral  wax,  or  ozocerite, 
the  lignite  was  the  principal  source  of  supply 
of  paj-afline  and  illuminating  oils,  and  even 
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now,  although  comparatively  few  factories 
are  run  solely  for  their  production,  as  was 
formerly  so  largely  the  case,  the  amount 
manufactured  as  by-products  is  very  large. 
Tliese  substances  are  the  results  of  distilling 
the  lignites  in  the  same  manner  in  which  gas 
is  produced  from  bituminous  coal,  and  the 
pi-oduct  consists  of  gas,  water,  tar,  ammonia, 
coke  and  ash.  The  tar  contains  paraffine  and 
mineral  oils,  as  well  as  being  the  basis  for 
the  aniline  dyes  for  the  production  of  which 
great  quantities  are  used. 

Powdered  coke  from  lignites  is  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  gunpowder,  of  blacking  and 
for  filters,  and  is  substituted  in  many  places 
for  the  more  costly  boneblack. 

Finally,  lignite  is  used  very  successfully  in 
the  place  of  boneblack  in  clarifying  sugar. 
In  this,  as  in  all  uses  of  lignite,  reference 
must  be  had  to  the  particular  kind  of  lignite 
to  be  employed. 

Just  as  bituminous  coals  vary,  and  that 
from  one  locality  proves  more  suitable  for 
certain  purposes  than  that  of  another  seam  at 
no  great  distance,  so  the  lignites  differ  and 
the  characteristics  of  each  must  be  studied 
in  order  to  ascertain  for  which  of  these  many 
uses  it  is  best  adapted. 

AVith  such  evidence  as  this  before  us— the 
results  of  fifty  years  of  experiments  and  trial 
ending  in  successful  operation  in  all  these 
various  uses  of  lignites — there  can  remain  no 
shadow  of  doubt  of  the  adaptability  of  the 
great  lignite  fields  of  Texas,  and  other  parts 
of  America  as  well,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
people  for  cheap  fuel. 

I The  ease  and  cheapness  of  mining,  the 
small  cost  of  preparation,  and  its  value  when 
prepared,  will  enable  it  to  compete  with  wood 
in  the  best  wooded  portions  of  the  State,  with 
coal  in  close  proximity  to  the  coal  mine,  and 


it  will  prove  of  inestimable  value  in  those 
localities  in  which  it  is  the  only  fuel. 

Bituminous  Coal. — The  work  of  the  sur- 
vey during  the  past  two  years  has  resulted  in 
fully  determining  the  limits  of  the  central 
coal  fields,  in  ascertaining  the  number,  thick- 
ness and  dips  of  the  workable  seams  of  coal, 
and  in  approximately  mapping  their  lines  r)f 
outcrop. 

The  coal  measures  consist  of  beds  of  lime- 
stones, sandstones,  shales  and  clays,  having 
an  atjcrreg-ate  thickness  of  some  6,000  feet. 
The  dip  of  these  beds  is  very  gentle,  averag- 
ing less  than  forty  feet  to  the  mile  in  one 
seam  and  about  sixty-five  in  another,  and  is 
toward  the  northwest  or  west.  Very  little 
disturbance  has  been  noted  in  it  beyond  a 
few  slight  folds  and  small  faults.  These  two 
facts — slightdip  and  undisturbed  condition  — 
are  of  great  importance  in  the  mining  of  the 
coal.  Two  seams  of  workable  coal  have  been 
found.  iS^one  of  the  other  seven  seams  ob- 
served are  of  sufficient  thickness  to  be  of 
economic  value. 

The  central  coal  field  is  divided  by  a strip 
of  Cretaceous  soutb  of  the  line  of  the  Texas 
& Pacific  Railway.  The  two  divisions  thus 
formed  have  been  named  after  the  principal 
rivers  which  cross  them — the  Brazos  coal 
field,  or  Northern,  and  the  Colorado  coal 
field,  or  Southern.  In  the  Brazos  coal  field 
both  of  the  workable  sekms  of  coal  are  found. 

Coal  seam  “No  1”  first  appears  at  the 
surface  in  AVise  county,  some  eight  miles 
southwest  of  Decatur.  It  outcrops  in  a 
southwestern  direction  nearly  to  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  county,  when  it  turns 
more  sharply  west  and  appears  in  the  south- 
eastern portion  of  Jack  county.  It  crosses 
into  Palo  Pinto  county  near  its  northeastern 
corner  and  its  outcrops  appear  in  a south- 
southwest  direction  entii'ely  across  this  county 
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and  down  into  Eratli,  until  it  disappears  be- 
neath  the  Cretaceous  hills  and  is  found  no 
more.  On  this  seam  are  located  several 
mines  and  prospects,  among  which  may  he 
mentioned  those  of  the  Wise  County  Coal 
C'ompany,  Mineral  Wells  Coal  CoiTipany, 
Lake  INline,  Carson  and  Lewis,  Gordon, 
.lohnson,  Palo  Pinto,  and  Adair.  The  out- 
put from  these  mines  is  gradually  increasing. 

Coal  seam  ‘^Xo.  7’*  is  first  observed  out- 
cropping near  Powie,  in  Montague  county. 
From  this  point  it  bends  southwestward, 
passing  north  of  Jackshoro,  between  Graham 
and  Belknap,  when  it  turns  south,  running 
just  west  of  Eliasville,  by  Crystal  Falls  and 
Breckenridge,  to  and  below  Cisco,  when  it, 
too,  passes  under  the  Cretaceous  ridge.  South 
of  this  ridge  we  find  it  again  on  Pecan  bayou, 
in  Coleman  county,  and  from  here  the  out- 
crops extend  in  a southerly  direction,  near 
Santa  Anna  mountain,  to  Waldrip  in  Mc- 
Culloch county. 

On  this  seam  we  have  the  Stephens  mine, 
in  Montague  county,  and  various  prospects 
in  Jack  county.  Considerable  work  has  been 
done  in  Young  and  Stephens  counties,  and 
coal  of  fair  quality  mined,  but  lack  of  rail- 
way facilities  prevents  anything  like  system- 
atic mining.  The  seam  becomes  thinner  and 
much  poorer  toward  Cisco,  graduating  into  a 
material  little  better  than  a bituminous  shale. 
Probably  the  largest  amount  of  work  ever 
put  on  a coal  seam  in  Texas  was  expended  in 
this  county,  but  tlie  whole  tliirm-  was  criven 
up  at  last  as  impracticable. 

On  the  southern  portion  of  this  seam,  or 
that  within  the  Colorado  coal  held,  there 
have  been  numerous  prospecting  shafts  sunk, 
but  no  coal  of  any  consecpience  lias  been  mined 
except  for  local  coiisum[)tion.  The  principal 
ones  are  located  north  of  Santa  Anna,  on  Bull 
creek,  Home  ci’eek,  and  at  and  near  Waldn’p. 


The  thickness  of  these  two  seams  is  about 
equal,  each  averaging  about  thirty  inches  of 
clean  coal.  They  are  similar  also  in  having 
at  most  places  a parting  of  clay,  or  “slate,” 
of  a few  inches  in  thickness.  ^Vhile  the  out- 
crops of  the  two  seams  are  parallel  to  each 
other  in  a general  way,  they  vary  from  twenty- 
hve  to  forty  miles  apart. 

In  the  northern  portion  the  seams  are 
separated  by  some  1,200  feet  vertical  thick- 
ness ol  limestones,  clays  and  shales.  This 
thickness,  however,  increases  l^q)idly  toward 
the  south. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  dip  is  gentle;  that 
of  seam  Xo.  1 will  not  average  over  sixty- 
five  feet,  and  that  of  Xo.  7 is  less  than  forty 
feet.  The  average  increase  of  elevation  of 

O 

the  surface  of  the  country  toward  the  west  is 
only  a few  feet  per  mile  (not  exceeding  ten), 
and  in  cortsequence  the  extension  of  these 
beds  can  be  found  anywhere  within  eight  to 
ten  miles  west  of  their  outcrops  at  less  than 
600  feet  in  depth. 

The  linear  extent  of  the  outcrops  of  these 
two  seams  is  fully  250  miles.  They  are 
probably  workable  for  at  least  ten  miles  west 
of  their  line  of  outcrops,  giving  us  an  area  ot 
2,500  square  miles  of  coal  lands.  Even  if 
only  two-fifths  of  this  area  prove  to  be  fully 
adapted  to  coal  mining,  we  have  1,000  square 
miles,  each  of  which  contains  nearly  3,000,- 
000  tons  of  coal.  The  roof  of  these  coal 
seams  is  sandstone,  limestone,  or  a hard  clay, 
which  makes  a good  roof.  The  mines  are 
generally  dry. 

The  quality  of  the  coal  varies  considerably. 
In  some  few  jilaces  it  is  high  in  sulphur,  iii 
others  very  little  is  found.  It  also  varies 
greatly  iu  the  amounts  of  ash  and  moisture 
contained  in  it,  as  well  as  in  its  fuel  constitu- 
ents, but  careful  selection  will  result  iu  a luiel 
that  will  give  perfectly  satisfactory  results, 
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Of  it?  valiio  as  a steam  coal  tliere  can  be 
no  doubt,  for  it  has  been  fully  tested  for  rail- 
road and  otlier  uses,  and  is  taken  as  fast  as  it 
can  be  mined,  leaving  practically  none  to  be 
sobl  for  ordinal-}'  purposes. 

d'lie  cpiality  of  coke  produced  gives  every 
promise  that,  with  proper  care  in  selee.ting  ! 
material  and  attention  to  burning,  it  will  pro-  j 
(luce  a coke  IjiHy  adapted  for  the  best  metal-  j 
lurgical  uses. 

In  addition  to  this  central  coal  field  there 
are  others  off  the  western  borders  of  the 
State.  A borine:  made  at  Eao-le  Pass,  four 
miles  from  the  outcrop  on  which  the  llartz 
mine  is  situated,  reached  the  Xueces  coal  at 
531  feet.  This  coal  cokes  in  the  crucible, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  an  e.xcellent 
coke  can  be  made  from  it,  if  ovens  of  suit- 
able construction  are  used.  This  seam  is  the 
thickest  in  the  State,  averaging  hiearly  five 
feet,  and  must  prove  of  vei-y  great  economic 
value. 

A second  coal  field  is  that  containincr  the 

O 

deposits  in  Presidio  county  between  the 
Capote  mountain  and  the  Kio  Grande.  The 
specimens  of  this  coal  which  have  been  fur- 
nished for  analysis  show  it  to  be  very  high  in 
sulphur,  but  no  detailed  examination  of  it 
lias  yet  been  made. 

Bitumen  or  Asphaltum. — This  valuable 
material  exists  in  Texas  under  several  con- 
ditions. Its  most  frequent  occurrence  is 
probably  in  tar  springs.  These  are  found  in 
many  places  in  the  Tertiary  and  Cretaceous 
formations,  and  'occasionally  among  those 
that  are  older.  It  is  in  these  cases  the  seep- 
age from  the  beds  which  contain  it.  So  far 
few,  if  any,  of  these  beds  have  been  exam- 
ined to  ascertain  their  extent  or  quality,  for 
there  has  been  little  or  no  demand  for  the 
material.  Among  these  may  also  be  in- 
cluded the  Sour  lakes  of  Hardin  and  Liberty 


counties,  at  which  l)oth  bitumen  and  gas 
occur  ill  large  (|uaiil  it  ies.  Inodier  places  it 
is  found  as  dejiosits  of  greater  or  less  extent, 
inqiregnating  the  accompanying  sands,  sand- 
stone and  limestone.  These  have  not  been 
given  much  more  attention  than  the  syirings, 
but  some  of  the  localities  have  been  exam- 
ined and  Ppeeimens  of  the  material  analyzed. 

The  tar  springs  are  of  frequent  occurrence 
in  certain  beds  of  the  timber  belt  series, 
which  stretch  across  the  State  in  a belt  ap- 
proximately parallel  to  the  Gulf  coast  and 
from  100  to  150  miles  inland,  and  are  at 
places  connected  more  or  less  wjth  deposits 
of  oil.  They  are  also  found  along  the  belt 
of  country  underlaid  by  the  Fish  beds,  or 
Eagle  Ford  shales,  of  the  Cretaceous,  as  may 
be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Fiskville  and  other 
localities  in  Travis  county,  and  still  others 
southwest  of  the  Colorado.  Similar  springs 
are  found  in  Burnet  and  other  counties  in 
the  older  rocks. 

The  deposits  which  have  been  examined 
most  fully  are  those  of  Anderson  county  east 
of  Palestine,  where  there  is  an  asphalt  bear- 
ing sand.  This  appears  to  be  due  to  the 
oxidation  of  the  residuum  of  oil  left  in  the 
sand.  Here  they  are  of  unknown  and  some- 
wdiat  uncertain  extent,  as  they  are  apt  to  run 
into  an  oil  bearing  sand.  This  is  possibly 
the  case  with  many  of  the  deposits  of  east 
Texas. 

In  Uvalde  county  there  are  several  out- 
crops of  bitumen  impregnating  both  sand- 
stone and  limestone.  The  sandstone  oyster  bed 
is  underlaid  by  eight  feet  of  black  asphaltum 
sandstone,  fj-om  which  in  warm  weather  the 
asphaltum  exudes  and  foi'ins  small  pools. 
This  is  on  the  Kiua-es  river  fourteen  miles 
southwest  of  Uvalde.  The  stratum  here  de- 
scribed is  continuous.  The  stratigraphical 
position  i>  come  thirty  feet  below  the  San 
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Toiiiiia  cual  vein  (^that  which  is  worked  above 
Laredo),  and  Mr.  Owen  states  that  the  sand- 
stone occurs  at  nearly  every  locality  where 
its  stratigraphical  position  was  exposed.  The 
connection  of  this  asphaltic  material  and  the 
coal  seam  mentioned  over  an  area  exceeding 
1,000  square  miles  opens  one  of  the  most 
profitable  fields  of  fuel  industry  in  Texas. 

Analyses  of  these  asphaltum  sands  give  an 
average  of  14  per  cent,  asphaltum.  Beds  of 
similar  sands  are  known  in  Jack,  Montague, 
Martin  and  other  counties.  Analyses  gave 
the  following  percentages  of  bitumen:  Mon- 
tague county,  8.00  to  10.20;  Martin  county, 
10.72.  The  asphaltic  limestone  found  in 
Uvalde  county,  specimens  of  w'hich  are  in 
the  State  museum,  is  richer  in  asphaltum 
than  any  of  the  sandstones,  the  average  of 
three  analyses  giving  20.35  per  cent,  of  bitu- 
men. This  gives  it  the  same  composition  as 
the  best  grade  of  asphaltic  limestone  gotten 
in  the  Yal-de-Travers,  Switzerland,  of  which 
the  famous  asphalt  streets  of  Paris  are  made. 
It  is  a natural  mixture  of  asphaltum  and 
limestone  in  the  best  proportion  for  good 
road  making. 

Oil  is  often  an  accompanying  material 
when  the  tar  springs  and  deposits  of  bitumen 
are  found  in  the  timber  belt  and  Eatrle  Ford 
beds.  Thus,  in  the  counties  of  Sabine,  Shel- 
by, Nacogdoches,  San  Augustine,  Ander- 
son, Grimes,  Travis,  Bexar  and  others,  oil  in 
small  quantity  has  been  found.  Most  often, 
it  is  true,  the  quantity  has  been  too  small  to 
be  of  much  economic  importance,  but  in 
Nacogdoches  county  one  of  the  fields  has  had 
considerable  development  and  the  results  are 
satisfactory.  Besides  these  deposits  there 
are  others  in  the  Carboniferous  region,  where 
small  quantities  of  oil  are  secured  in  wells  and 
springs  which  appear  to  have  a larger  quan- 
tity of  the  higher  oils  connected  with  them. 


The  only  places  at  which  oil  is  at  present 
produced  are  Nacogdoches  and  San  Antonio. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Chireno,  Nacogdoches 
county,  a number  of  oil  wells  have  been 
bored,  many  of  which  became  producers.  A 
pipe  line  was  run  connecting  the  wells  with 
the  railroad  at  Nacogdoches,  and  shipments 
of  oil  have  been  made  from  time  to  time. 
This  locality  produces  only  a lubricating  oil, 
but  it  has  the  property  (through  absence  of 
paraffine)  of  withstanding  very  severe  cold, 
and  is  therefore  of  high  market  value  for 
railroad  use  where  such  oils  are  needed. 

^[r.  George  Dulnig,  when  boring  on  his 
place  for  water,  at  a depth  of  300  feet  struck 
petroleum,  and  subsequently,  in  another 
borins:  at  some  distance  from  the  first,  came 
upon  it  at  270  feet.  The  flow  is  only  about 
twenty  gallons  a day,  but  is  continuous  and 
regular.  The  oil  is  a superior  article  for 
lubricating  purposes. 

Gas,  another  economic  product  accom- 
panying these  beds  of  bitumen  and  oil,  has 
long  been  known  in  Shelby,  Sabine  and 
adjoining  comities,  and  it  was  found  in  well- 
boring  in  Washington  county  and  elsewhere 
many  years  ago.  Within  the  last  few  years 
fresh  borings  have  been  made  in  the  vicinity 
of  Greenvine,  in  AVashington  county,  and 
the  flow  of  gas  found  to  be  of  considerable 
amount.  It  has  been  found  near  San  An- 
tonio at  depths  of  from  400  to  800  feel, 
and  also  at  Gordon  and  other  places  in 
the  Carboniferous  area.  No  attempt  has  yet 
been  made  to  bring  it  into  use,  or  even  to 
fully  test  the  character  or  extent  of  the  fields 
thus  far  determined. 

FEKTILIZFRS. 

Under  this  heading  might  be  included 
everything  that  can  be  applied  to  a soil  for 
its  amelioration  or  the  increase  ot  its  fertility. 
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This  would,  tlierefofc,  iii  its  widest  applica- 
tion, embrace  even  the  addition  of  sands  to 
clay  soils  of  such  sticky  character  as  our 
famous  black  waxy.  The  deposits,  however, 
which  will  be  mentioned  liere  are  apatite, 
bat  guano,  gypsum,  glauconite  (or  greensand 
marl),  chalk  marl,  limes  and  clays. 

Ajxztite,  which  is  a phosphate  of  lime,  has 
as  yet  been  found  only  in  very  small  quanti- 
ties in  Texas.  Its  value  as  a fertilizer  is  due 
to  its  contents  of  phosphoric  acid,  and  if  it 
can  be  discovered  in  any  quantity  will  be  of 
very  considei’able  value  iu  connection  with 
the  greensand  and  other  marls  in  sandy 
lands  low  in  that  essential  element.  Phos- 
phate of  lime  is  alsQ  the  chief  constituent  of 
bone,  and  any  deposits  of  this  character  will 
also  prove  of  value.  As  yet  known,  no  de- 
posits rich  in  phosphatic  material  have  been 
found  in  Texas. 

liat  guano.,  as  a fertilizer,  occupies  a place 
second  to  nothing,  e.xcept  it  be  the  Peruvian 
guano.  Its  great  value  as  a fertilizer  is  due 
to  its  salts  of  ammonia,  potash  and  phos- 
phorus. It  is  found  in  caves  in  Williamson, 
Burnet,  Lampasas,  Llano,  Gillespie,  Blanco, 
Bexar  and  other  counties  of  Texas  in  great 
quantities.  It  varies  greatly  in  quality. 
Many  of  the  caves  are  so  situated  that  water 
has  access  to  the  beds,  and  parts  of  the 
valuable  salts  of  ammonia  are  dissolved  and 
carried  off.  In  others,  fires  have  by  some 
means  got  started  and  immense  bodies  of  the 
guano  burned.  Many  analyses  have  been 
made  from  different  caves,  and  large  quan- 
tities of  it  have  been  shipped,  but  the  pres- 
ent lack  of  railroad  facilities  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  deposits  has  prevented  their  successful 
work  in  or. 

Analyses  of  guano  from  Burnet  and  Gil- 
lespie counties  gave  a value  of  over  $50  per 
ton. 


G)jl)suin,  as  a top  dressing  for  many  crops, 
is  of  great  use,  and  when  ground  for  this 
purpose  is  known  as  land  plaster.  Ground 
gypsum  is  also  an  excellent  deodorizer. 

Texas  is  abundantly  supplied  with  this 
material.  Not  only  does  it  occur  in  immense 
deposits  in  the  Permian  beds  west  of  the 
the  Abilene-Witchita  country,  but  all  through 
the  timber  belt  beds  it  is  found  along  the 
streams  and  scattered  through  the  clays  as 
crystals  of  clear  selenite,  often  miscalled 
‘•mica”  or  “isinglass.”  It  is  of  all  degrees 
of  purity,  from  the  pure  selenite  to  an  im- 
pure gypseous  clay.  So  far  it  has  been  little 
used  for  this  purpose  in  Texas. 

Greensand  marl  is  a mixture  of  sand  and 
clay  with  greensand,  and  often  contains 
quantities  of  shells.  Greensand,  or  glaucon- 
ite, as  it  is  often  called,  is  a mineral  of  green 
color  composed  of  silica  (sand)  in  chemical 
combination  with  iron  and  potash,  and  usu- 
ally contains  more  or  less  phosphoric  acid, 
and  the  shells  furnish  lime.  Where  it  occurs 
in  its  original  and  unaltered  condition  it  is 
is  of  a more  or  less  pronounced  green  color, 
due  to  the  color  of  the  greensand  in  it. 
Where  it  has  been  subjected  to  chemical 
action  the  greensand  is  gradually  decom- 
posed and  the  iron  unites  and  forms  hydrous 
oxide  of  iron,  or  iron  rust.  This  alteration 
gives  rise  to  a great  variety  of  color  in  the 
different  beds  of  the  material.  When  it  is 
fully  altered  in  this  way  it  forms  the  red  or 
yellow  sandstone  so  much  used  in  east  Texas. 

Numerous  analyses  have  beeti  Tnade  of 
these  marls,  both  in  their  original  and 
altered  conditions.  They  contain,  in  all  the 
samples  tested  at  least,  lime,  potash  and 
phosphoric  acid,  just  the  elements  that  are 
required  to  fertilize  the  sandy  soils  and  to 
renew  and  increase  the  fertility  of  those  that 
have  been  worn  out.  These  elements  occur 
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ill  the  marl  in  variable  amounts,  and  less  in 
tlie  altered  than  in  the  unaltered  material. 
In  nearly  every  instance,  however,  the 
amounts  were  sufficient  to  be  of  great  agri- 
cultural value  to  every  field  v;ithin  hauling 
distance  of  such  a deposit.  It  often  hap- 
pens, too,  that  these  beds  of  marl  lie  in 
closest  proximity  to  the  very  soils  on  wliich 
they  are  most  needed,  and  all  the  farmer  has 
to  do  to  secure  the  desired  results  is  to  apply 
it  as  a fertilizer. 

If  any  proof  is  wanted  of  the  adaptability 
of  these  marls,  and  of  their  great  value  on 
just  this  character  of  soil,  it  is  shown  in  New 
Jersey,  where  exactly  similar  conditions  ex- 
ist. In  that  State  there  were  large  areas  of 
pine-land  soils  which  were,  like  ours,  of  little 
agricultural  value,  because  of  the  small 
amounts  of  potash,  phosphoric  acid  and  lime 
contained  in  them.  There  were,  however, 
large  deposits  of  greensand  marl  adjacent  to 
them,  and  its  use  has  been  of  the  highest 
benefit.  This  is  fully  attested  both  by  the 
agricultural  and  the  geological  reports  of  the 
State.  It  gives  lasting  fertility  to  the  soils. 
No  field  that  has  once  been  marled  is  now 
jioor.  One  instance  was  found  where  poor 
and  sandy  land  was  marled  more  than  thirty 
years  ago  and  has  ever  since  been  tilled 
without  manure,  and  not  well  managed, 
which  is  still  in  good  condition.  Fruit  trees 
and  vines  make  a remarkable  growth  and 
jiroduce  fruit  of  high  flavor  when  liberally 
dressed  with  this  marl.  Although  the  green- 
sand marls  of  east  Texas  are  not  as  rich  as 
those  of  New  Jersey,  they  are  nevertlieless 
rich  enough  to  be  of  the  same  use  to  our 
lands.  Nearly  200,000  tons  of  greensand 
marls  are  used  yearly  in  New  Jersey. 

The  first  requisite  to  the  best  results  is 
that  the  marl  should  be  powdered  as  finely 
as  possible  before  spreading  it  on  the  land. 


The  greensand  decomposes  and  is  dissolved 
very  slowly,  and  the  finer  it  is  powdered  tlie 
more  rapid  will  be  its  action.  It  should  also 
be  spread  evenly  and  uniformly  over  the 
ground.  It  is  ordinarily  wet  when  first  dug, 
but  after  a certain  amount  of  drying  it  can 
be  easily  pulverized,  or  it  can  bo  dried  more 
rapidly  and  rendered  more  friable  by  the 
mixture  of  a small  amount  of  quicklime  with 
it.  It  could  also  be  improved  by  composting 
it  with  barnyard  manure  or  guano.  Owing 
to  the  difficulty  with  which  the  greensand  is 
dissolved,  the  effects  are  not  always  so  ap- 
parent the  first  year,  but  it  is  a lasting  ferti- 
lizer, as  is  shown  by  the  quotations  given 
above. 

The  amount  required  will  of  course  vary 
with  the  composition  of  the  soil  and  the 
quality  of  the  greensand.  From  three  to  ten 
wagon  loads  per  acre,  would,  perhaps,  be  the 
usual  amount  required,  although  some  soils 
might  need  even  more. 

Calcareous  Marls. — Lime  is  already  used 
to  a large  extent  in  agriculture,  and  will  be 
used  more  largely  still.  Its  uses  are  to 
lighten  clay  soils  and  to  make  sandy  soils 
more  firm,  while  sour  soils  or  swamp  lands 
are  sweetened  by  its  application.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  the' chemical  action  brought 
about  by  its  presence  in  the  decomposition 
and  rendering  soluble  of  other  constituents 
of  the  soil  is  very  great,  so  that  its  action  is 
both  chemical  and  physical.  Its  use  is  per- 
haps most  beneficial  when  composted  with 
organic  manures  or  the  greensand  marls. 

When  the  calcareous  marls  are  soft  enough 
to  be  easily  powdered  they  may  be  applied  as 
tliey  are,  and  in  this  condition  the  action  of 
the  lime  is  much  more  gi-adual  and  of  longer 
continuance.  When  they  exist  as  harder 
rocks  they  will  have  to  be  burned  before  ap- 
plying them. 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


Among  the  rocks  of  the  Cretaceous  series 
are  many  deposits  which  are  especially  adapted 
for  use  in  this  way.  Localities  are  numerous 
in  the  divisions  known  as  the  Austin  clialk 
and  the  Washita  limestone  whicli  will  atibrd 
a soft  material  well  suited  for  the  purpose. 

It  often  happens  that  in  the  greensand 
beds  themselves  there  are  large  deposits  of 
fossil  shells  still  in  their  orio-iual  form  as 

O 

carbonate  of  lime.  AV^here  these  occur  the 
marl  is  of  great  value,  as  it  contains  that 
which  will  render  it  most  valuable  on  such 
sandy  lands  as  need  it. 

Clays. — Some  of  the  clays  of  east  Texas 
will  prove  of  value  as  fertilizers  on  account 
of  the  large  amount  of  potash  they  contain 
—as  high  as  live  and  six  per  cent,  in  certain 
cases.  AAHiile  it  is  true  that  much  of  the 
potash  is  in  chemical  combination  with  silica, 
and  therefore  soluble  only  wnth  difficulty,  if 
composted  xvith  quicklime  this  substance 
will  be  rendered  more  soluble  and  prepared 
for  plant  food. 

FICTILE  MATERIALS. 

Texas  has  not  yet  begun  to  take  that  place 
among  the  manufacturers  of  pottery  and 
glassware  which  the  character,  quality  and 
extent  of  the  materials  found  within  her  bor- 
ders render  possible.  For  pottery-making 
there  exist  clays  adapted  to  every  grade,  from 
common  jug  ware  and  tiling  througii  yellow, 
Fockingham,  C.  C.,  white  granite  or  iron- 
stone china,  to  china  or  porcelain  of  ti  e 
finest  quality.  Glass  sands  are  also  found  of 
a high  degree  of  purity,  and  many  other 
materials  of  use  or  necessity  in  the  manu- 
facture of  these  various  grades  of  goods  are 
found  here. 

While  the  subject  of  clays  has  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  attention  that  it  is  proposed  to 


give  it,  numerous  specimens  have  been 
secured  and  analyzed,  with  the  result  of 
proving  the  facts  as  stated  above. 

Among  the  clays  of  the  division  known  as 
coast  clays  are  some  that  will  answer  for  the 
coarser  stoneware,  such  as  jugs,  flower  pots, 
drain  tile,  etc.,  and  others  which  from  their 
refractory  character  are  well  adapted  for  the 
manufacture  of  charcoal  furnaces,  and  possi- 
bly of  sewer  pipe. 

The  coast  region  contains  beds  of  light 
colored  clays,  many  of  which  are  pure  white. 
These  beds  of  clay  not  only  underlie  and 
overlie  the  middle  beds  of  Fayette  sands, 
but  are  also  found  interbedded  with  that 
series.  Tlie  excellent  qualities  of  these  clays 
were  first  stated  by  Dr.  AV.‘  P.  Riddell,  of  the 
first  geological  survey  of  Texas  under  Dr. 
Shumard.  His  specimens  were  obtained  from 
the  A^egna,  in  AVashington  county,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hempstead.  Since  that  time  many 
analyses  have  been  made  of  clays  of  various 
portions  of  these  beds,  and  while  some  of  them 
are  too  high  in  alkalies  or  fusible  constitu- 
ents,  others  are  well  suited  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  all  grades  of  earthen  ware  below  that 
of  porcelain,  or  French  china  as  it  is  called. 
Clays  of  this  character  have  been  secured  in 
various  localities  from  Angelina  to  and  below 
Fayette  county.  There  are  beds  in  the  Fay- 
ette sands  that  will  he  of  value  in  glass- 
making. Some  of  the  beds  are  composed  of 
clear  angular  quartz  grains  without  tinge  of 
iron,  having  only  an  occasional  grain  of 
rounded  red  or  black  quartz. 

In  the  timber-belt  beds  there  are  other 
clays  and  sands  well  suited  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  earthenware  and  glass.  Most  of  the 
beds  of  pottery  clays  of  this  division  ex- 
amined so  far  in  eastern  Texas  are,  however, 
only  suited  for  the  coarser  grades  of  eurtheu- 
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ware,  but  in  Grimes  and  Kobertson  counties 
(and  possibly  in  others  as  well)  clays  of  higher 
grade  are  found. 

Kaolin. — In  Robertson  county,  not  far 
from  the  town  of  Mexia,  there  is  a de|)Osit 
of  sandy  clay  wliich  is  readily  separated  by 
washing  into  a kaolin  of  excellent  rpiality 
and  a perfectly  pure  quartz  sand.  This 
kaolin  has  been  tested  practically  and  pro- 
duces a good  porcelain. 

Potteries  have  been  erected  in  various 
j)arts  of  the  State  within  the  limits  of  the 
Fayette  and  timber-belt  beds  for  the  manu- 
facture of  common  earthenware,  ftower  pots, 
etc.,  and  several  are  now  in  successful  opera- 
tion. Among  localities  of  potteries  may  be 
mentioned  Lavernia,  Wilson  county;  Athens, 
Henderson  county;  Kosse,  Limestone  county ; 
Burton,  Washington  county,  and  others. 

In  addition  to  the  kaolin  already  men- 
tioned in  Robertson  county,  kaolins  of  excel- 
lent quality  are  found  in  Edwards  and 
Uvalde  counties.  These  are  pure  white  in 
color,  somewhat  greasy  to  the  touch,  and  are 
infusible  in  the  hottest  blow-pipe  flame. 
Being  practically  free  from  iron,  they  are 
adapted  to  the  making  of  the  best  grades 
of  china.  They  are  free  from  grit  and 
every  other  objectionable  impurity.  A com- 
parison of  the  analyses  of  these  kaolins  with 
those  of  established  reputation  more  fully 
show  their  value. 

Of  the  other  materials  ticeded  in  the  manu- 
facture of  pottery,  we  have  deposits  of  feld- 
spar well  suited  for  glazing;  gypsum  for  the 
manufacture  of  plaster  of  paris  for  molds; 
clays  suitable  for  the  saggers,  and  cheap  fuel 
in  abundance. 

15UIU)lN»i  MATKKIAI.S. 

The  variety  and  widespread  occurrence  of 
the  rocks  of  Texas  suitable  for  construction 


is  so  great  that  it  will  be  impi-acticable  to 
allude  to  them  in  any  other  than ' general 
terms.  They  will  therefore  be  grouped  under 
general  headings. 

Granites  occur  in  widely  separated  por 
tions  of  the  State.  The  lirst  locality  is  wb.at 
has  been  termed  in  the  reports  the  central 
mineral  region,  the  second  is  in  the  extreme 
west,  or  trans-Pecos  Texas.  The  granites  of 
the  first  or  central  region  are  of  different 

D 

colors.  The  best  known  is  the  red  granite, 
such  as  was. used  in  the  construction  of  the 
capitol  building.  The  color  is  red  to  dark 
reddish-gray,  varying  from  fine  to  rather 
coarse  grain  in  structure,  and  susceptible  of 
high  polish.  The  outcrop  of  the  granite, 
which  can  be  quarried  to  any  desired  dimen- 
sions, covers  an  area  of  over  100  square 
miles. 

There  is  a quarry  now  in  operation  on  the 
portion  from  which  the  granite  was  taken  for 
the  building  of  the  capitol,  on  account  of 
which  it  was  originally  opened,  the  material 
used  having  been  donated  by  the  owners. 
Colonel  Norton,  Dr.  Westfall  and  George 
W.  Lacy. 

Besides  this  particular  granite  there  are 
many  others  in  this  region  which  wdll  prove 
as  useful.  In  the  northern  part  of  Gillespie 
county  there  is  a brownish  granite  of  very 
grain  which  takes  a beautiful  polish;  and  in 
addition  there  are  found  in  various  portions 
of  the  region  graiiites  varying  in  color  from 
light  to  dark  gray,  which  are  well  adapted 
for  building  juirposes,  and  in  some  instances 
will  prove  of  decided  value  for  ornamental 
and  monumental  purposes. 

The  granites  of  trans-Pecos  Texas,  like 
those  of  the  central  mineral  region,  are  well 
suited  both  for  building  and  ornamental  pur- 
po.-es.  The  western  granites,  however,  lack 
the  variety  of  color  whicih  is  found  in  those 
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of  the  (vntral  rof/ioii,  beiiio-  for  the  most  part 
a I io liter  or  darker  gray,  the  feldspar  beiiio 
very  light-colored  in  all  of  them.  Tliey  are 
adjacent  to  railway  transjiortation,  however, 
as  the  Southern  I’acitic  llailway  passes  very 
near  their  outcrop  in  the  Quitman  mountains 
and  directly  by  them  in  the  Franklin  mount- 
ains, near  El  i^aso,  and  will  sooner  or  later 
come  into  market. 

Porphyries. — Among  the  most  beautiful 
and  indestructible  of  our  building  stones  we 
must  place  the  porphyries.  Their  hardness, 
however,  and  the  difficulty  of  quarrying  and 
dressing  them,  often  prevent  their  taking  the 
place  in  actual  use  that  their  good  qualities 
would  otherwise  secure  for  them;  but  where 
the  elements  of  durability  and  beauty  are 
sought  their  worth  must  bo  properly  recog- 
nized. 

Porphyries  of  almost  every  shade  and  color 
abound  in  trans-Pecos  Texas.  There  are  in 
the  State  museum  specimens  taken  from  the 
outcrops  in  the  Quitman  Mountains  alone, 
which  are  readily  divisible  into  twenty  or 
more  shades.  These  A^ary  through  light 
grays,  yellows,  reds,  purples  and  greens  to 
black,  and  their  polished  surfaces  are  espe- 
cially rich.  The  quantity  and  accessibility 
to  railroad  transportation  must  prove  suffi- 
cient inducement  for  their  development. 

Marbles. — The  deposits  of  the  marbles, 
like  those  of  the  granites,  are  found  both  iii 
the  central  miueial  region  atid  in  trams- Pecos 
Texas.  In  addition  to  these  deposits  there 
occur  in  numerous  places  limestones  more  or 
less  altered  from  various  causes  which  are 
locally  called  marbles,  and  are  sometimes 
both  beaufiful  and  useful  when  [)ropei-ly 
dre.'Sed.  Among  such  de.posits  may  be 
noticed  what  is  known  as  the  Austin  marble, 
a stratum  of  the  Cretaceous  which  has  been 
altered  until  its  fossils  have  been  changed  to 
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calcite.  The  boily  of  the  stone  is,  when  pol- 
ished, of  a light  yellow  color,  and  the  trac- 
ings of  the  contained  shells  in  pure  calcite, 
which  gives  a very  pretty  effect,  although 
their  fragile  character  detracts  greatly  from 
the  usefulness  of  the  stone.  Other  deposits 
of  similar  semi-marbles  of  various  colors  are 
found  among  tin*  ('arboniferous  lime^toues  of 
the  northern  portion  of  the  State  The 
marbles  and  semi-marbles  of  the  central 
mineral  recrion  are  the  altered  limestones  of 
the  Silurian  and  older  beds,  some  of  which 
are  of  tine  texture  and  capable  of  receiving 
an  excellent  polish.  The  marbles  of  the 
Silurian  beds  found  in  San  Saba,  Puniet, 
Gillespie  and  other  counties,  which  are 
known  as  “ Burnet  marbles,”  are  both  of 
i solid  color  and  variegated.  They  are  found 
in  beautiful  punk,  white,  buffi,  blue  and  gray 
shades,  and  although  not  true  marbles,  are 
well  adapted  for  many  uses. 

The  mai'bles  belonging  to  what  are  called 
the  Texan  beds,  a formation  older  than  the 
Silurian,  are,  however,  real  marbles.  They 
are  found  near  Packsaddle  mountain,  Eti- 
chanted  Peak,  and  in  the  Comanche  creek 
region  of  Mason  county.  They  are  often 
snowy  white  in  color,  of  even  grain,  and 
among  the  deposits  are  found  strata  of  me- 
dium thickness.  They  are  not,  however,  as 
extensive  as  the  deposits  of  the  semi-marbles. 

In  trails- Pecos  Texas  marbles  belonging, 
as  is  supposed,  to  the  same  geologic  age, 
exist  in  great  abundance,  and  for  beauty  in 
color  can  not  be  surpassed. 

From  the  Carrizos  to  the  Quitman  mount- 
ains outcrops  occur  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
railroad  of  marbles  which  are  certain  at  no 
distant  day  to  become  the  basis  for  great 
ccmmercial  industiw.  They  are  found  banded 
or  sti  iped  and  clouded,  as  well  as  pui-e  white. 

I They  are  hne-grained,  and  can  be  quarried 
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in  stone  of  almost  any  diinensions.  Some 
of  them  wlien  polislied  will  rival  the  A ragon- 
ite  or  Mexican  oi  yx  in  delicacy  of  coloring. 

The  of  Texas  which  are  suited 

for  building  purposes  are  abundant  and 
widespread  in  their  occurrence.  The  Cre- 
taceous formation  which  covers  fully  one- 
fourth  of  tlie  entire  area  of  the  State  abounds 
in  limestone  well  adapted  for  structural  pur- 
poses. In  a<ldition  to  this  we  have  the  lime- 
stones of  the  Carboniferous,  Permian  and 
Silurian  systems,  so  that  the  total  area  is 
largely  increased. 

The  limestones  of  the  Cretaceous  occur 
both  in  its  upper  and  lower  divisions.  In 
the  Austin  chalk  there  are  beds  which  fur- 
nish excellent  stone  which  is  (piarried  for 
use  in  many  places,  but  a large  poi'tion  of 
it  is  too  chalky  and  not  firm  enough  for  gen- 
eral use.  The  best  limestone  of  this  forma- 
tion is  that  contained  in  the  Fredericksbnro 
and  ACashita  divisions  of  the  Lower  Cre- 
taceous. These  limestones  are  of  color  vary- 
ing from  white  to  yellow,  very  rarely  darker, 
and  are  often  somewhat  soft  when  first  quar- 
ried, becoming  harder  on  exposure. 

Among  the  materials  of  the  Clear  Fork 
division  of  the  Permian  formation  are  some 
even-bedded  limestones  of  square  fracture, 
fine,  even  grain  and  good  color,  that  will 
prove  valuable  as  building  material.  These 
were  observed  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
Shackelford  coutdy,  and  will  also  be  found 
north  and  south  of  that  locality  along  the 
outcrop  of  these  beds.  Seymoui-  and  Bal- 
liimer  show  buildino;s  constructed  of  these 
limestones. 

Sundstcnie.-i  and  Qnartz'defi. — The  sand- 
stones are  fullv  as  widel}'  distributed  as  the  , 
limestones,  beimi-  found  in  nearly  all  dis- 
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ti'icts  in  greater  or  less  quantity.  In  the 
Fayette  sands  are  found  beds  of  indurated  ; 


sands  of  lierht  color  which  have  b(  e:i  used  in 
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various  localities  along  their  line  of  outcrop 
for  building  {)urposes.  Kock  has  been  quar- 
ried from  these  deposits  for  many  localities, 
principally  at  Kockland,  Tyler  county; 
Quarry  Station,  on  the  Gulf,  Colorado  A 
Santa  Fe  Railroad;  Kock  Quarry,  on  the 
Houston  A Texas  Central  Railway,  in  Wash- 
ington county,  and  in  various  parts  of  Fay- 
ette, Lavaca  and  other  counties  to  the  south- 
west. 

In  the  timber-belt  beds  the  altered  (and 
even  the  unaltered)  greensand  marls  are 
sometimes  so  indurated  as  to  be  used  for 
building  purposes.  In  addition  to  this 
man}'  of  tlie  hill-cappings  of  sandstone, 
which  at  times  replace  the  iron  ore,  are  valu- 
able building  stones. 

In  the  Cretaceous  area  north  of  the  Colo- 
rado river  there  are  no  sandstones  of  any 
particular  value  so  far  as  our  examinations 
have  extended. 

The  area  of  the  central  coal  field  abounds 
in  excellent  sandstone  for  building  purposes, 
some  of  which  has  been  extensively  quarried 
and  used  in  the  construction  of  buildings 
from  Dallas  west  to  Cisco.  It  is  of  nood 
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color,  quarries  well,  and  presents  a handsome 
appearance  in  the  wall.  It  is  so  generally 
found  in  this  district  that  it  is  impossible  to 
name  the  localities. 

In  the  Permian  there  are  some  sandstones 
which  will  be  of  wide  application  in  the 
buildings  of  tlu^  State.  Fast  of  Pecos  City, 
at  Quito,  on  tlu'  Texas  A Pacific  Railway,  a 
company  has  recently  opened  a quarry  in  a 
compact,  well  jointed  red  sandstone  which 
is  probablv  <>f  Permian  age.  It  is  of  a beau- 
tiful red  color,  uniform  in  texture  and  color, 
ea.sily  worked  yet  durable,  and  in  every  way 
adapted  to  the  best  uses  in  building.  The 
company  in  boring  a well  at  the  place 
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have  j>aspe(i  tlirougli  more  than  100  feet  of 
this  red  sandstone,  tluis  proving  its  unlim- 
ited cpiantity.  It  will  compare  favorably  in 
every  way  with  the  sandstones  formerly  im- 
jKirted  into  tlie  State  for  the  fronts  and 
trimmincrs  of  hnildinos. 

lleyond  the  C’arrizo  and  Diaholo  mountains 
tiiere  is  a fine-grained  red  sandstone  which  is 
destined  to  be  one  of  the  finest  buildino; 
stones  of  the  State.  It  is  a little  darker  in 
color  than  the  Quito  stone,  finer-grained, 
firmer,  of  even  texture,  and  will  lend  itself 
to  almost  any  character  of  decoration. 

In  this  trans-Pecos  region  tliere  are  many 
other  sandstones  and  quartzites  which  will  in 
time  come  into  use  for  structural  purposes. 

Slate. — The  two  areas  in  which  the  older 
rocks  are  found  both  give  promise  of  fur- 
nishing slate  suitable  for  roofing.  In  the 
central  mineral  district  several  localities  have 
been  examined  which  on  the  surface  give  in- 
dication of  furnishing  good  rooting  slate,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Carrizo  mountains,  El 
Paso  county,  similar  indications  are  found. 

It  will  of  course  require  some  actual  work 
in  opening  the  quarry  sufficiently  to  ascer- 
tain the  condition  of  the  material  below  the 
surface  to  fully  decide  the  value  of  the  de- 
posits, but  the  indications  are  very  favorable 
and  warrant  such  an  attempt  at  development. 

Thus  it  is  readily  apparent  that  in  build- 
ing stone  there  is  no  lack  of  variety,  as  well 
as  an  ample  supply  of  all  that  can  be  inadc 
useful. 

Clays  suitable  for  brickmaking,  terra  cotta 
and  drain  tile  are  found  in  all  the  different 
formations  occurring  in  thn  State.  All  are 
not  of  equal  value,  and  indeed  the  brick 
made  from  some  few  are  quite  inferior,  but 
the  majority  produce  good,  serviceable  brick. 
The  colors  of  the  brick  vary  from  yellow  or 
cream  color,  such  as  are  made  at  Austin, 


through  \ ai'iou,s  shades  of  browns  and  reds, 
according  to  the  character  of  the  clay.  In 
oasteni  Te.xas,  as  well  as  in  the  carboniferous 
area,  the  brick  are  usually  mottled  from  the 
amount  of  iron  in  the  clays.  Selected  clays, 
however,  in  these  localities  produce  brick  of 
excellent  color.  The  importance  of  this  in- 
dustry will  he  seen  by  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  aggregate  of  brick  production 
for  the  year  1889,  which  was  received  from 
the  operators  of  the  brick  kilns  in  answer  to 
inquiries;  namely,  95,000,000. 

Many  of  the  clays  of  the  Tertiary  ex- 
amined during  the  past  year  are  well  suited 
to  the  manufacture  of  terra  cotta  and  drain 
tile.  These  are  found  in  the  region  covered 
by  the  timber-belt  beds,  as  well  as  among 
the  Payette  clays.  Those  of  the  other  areas 
have  not  yet  been  examined  fully  enough  to 
determine  their  availability  for  these  pur- 
poses, but  it  is  probable  that  many  carbon- 
iferous clays  will  prove  well  adapted  for 
them. 

Lithographic  stone  is  found  in  several 
places  in  Texas,  but  it  is  too  much  fractured 
for  use. 

Lime. — As  is  well  known,  the  lime  made 
from  the  rocks  of  that  horizon  of  the  Cretace- 
ous formation  known  as  the  Caprina  lime- 
stones (which  is  the  most  persistent  bed  of 
all  the  formation)  is  unsurpassed  for  quality. 
The  fame  of  the  Austin  lime  is  well  estab- 
lished. Other  beds  of  the  cretaceous  will 
answer  well  in  lime-making,  although  some 
of  them  contain  too  much  clayey  matter,  or 
are  otherwise  unfitted  for  this  use.  Lime  is 
also  made  from  the  limestone  of  the  other 
deposits,  but  none  of  these  have  been  so  suc- 
cessfully operated  as  those  above  mentioned. 
The  reports  received  for  1889  gave  a total 
production  of  190,000  bariels. 


»• 


I . C l 

....  -::  ..  ,*111.' 

..  fr«*  %vT  •»  »>>•’» 

, ' ‘ '1  •' 

,,,,.!  10 

. ,•  .1  .<•>!-'*'•>  »i 

, , ,1  ■ T I M|l  I , 

, , ./  1.  - y0‘.  f''  ' 

,,  .-11  »f< 

. .•  t *!••»  ^ 

•'  , 

, I I'  "III  ^ 

, I. .,..11' I.  --^1 

.1  I ' . I -.<%  i *'•  (_»l 

•'  1 , ii,  •'•  * n.  ■ yi^' 

..  ...  ■•  i'*  I**'-! 

' ! ■'  •*  •' V’*  ' 

II.  ilh 

ul’i'i  ■" 

.-il  ••'*  ‘ 

■ y 

. • J ’ 

I . I ' 

.y  'V  ' ■'I'  i 

,i  < I • l»  •'• 

: i..( ;•* 

I 

.,,.1  II  i!  • ' •'-’  •‘  ‘ 

,.  „ 1^.  M‘||'""  ••*"•*'  ! 

I . , , - •^iJti 

• • fit  *1  ’ 

_ ,IJ  ./■  ' 

.1 


'■■■K 


,.i  v'.l' 


, . .'I  ....)!»  ctx""nll  l‘•'»«“I 

«»o..l'i.«  -I' 

I .tit  -t  •»•»*  •■"'*  '"‘"'"1 

4r^iu)»lMt  1«  .yrflmmnl 

I »»i'< 

"I , , •»  h.».l»<l' 

, i,-  ..  1,1.  '•  rT  ”''” 

,1  ^ ^oUitv  til*! 

in*.'  *«<  l-v- 

,.i  ■'’til  - 

j „ia,.  „l.  .Iwi*  — * **\~~*^J*  „ - 

: ; L; 

, : .•I”*'  ’ 'll'  ’ * J 

.I'll"- 

,,,  ,,|  .,l  ‘ ’'ll  "oWI"-  ' 

„.  .,1,  ...1..  ..It  ,h-»i.  .ii»i  •' 

. , , ,,,,. ...  w.ii»..H.>i  '"'I 

II.  “I  I-'""'  * ■'! 

, . .1,1*.  -.1.  ... 

7,.'.'  I....'  .■-“If’  l‘"'l■'' 

■ *^“i; 

. .,.-.1.. - ■(....  ..I  I 

. u ..it.  


’4 


IIISTOIIV  OF  THXAS. 


lo;] 


Cement  Materials. — -Cements  are  of  two 
kinds, — natural,  or  liydranlic,  and  artiticial^ 
or  Portland. 

Natural,  or  liydranlic,  cement  is  made  from 
certain  clayey  limestones,  which,  when  Imrned 
and  ground,  have  the  property  of  setting  or 
hecoiniiifr  hard  under  water.  J\)rtland  cem- 
ents  are  of  similar  character,  hut  are  made 


Satul  for  moi’tar,  plaster,  etc.,  is  found  in 
many  places.  The  Cretaceous  is  perhaps  the 
area  in  which  it  is  scarcest,  and  it  can  be 
brought  in  from  either  side.  The  locations 
will  be  more  fully  discussed  in  the  dcscriji- 
tions  of  comities. 

.METALS  AND  OKICS. 


by  artificially  mixing  the  limestone  and  clays 
in  the  proper  proportion. 

Materials  for  both  charactei'S  of  cement 
exist  in  abundance  within  the  State.  The 
limestones  of  certain  beds  of  the  Cretaceous 
are  clayey  enough  to  make  cement  when 
properly  calcined  and  ground,  and  the  same 
properties  are  claimed  for  some  of  those 
found  in  the  Tertiary,  but  our  tests  have  so 
far  failed  to  bear  out  the  claim.  Some  of  the 
limestones  belonoinor  to  the  Clear  Fork  beds 

O 

of  the  Permian  might  answer  if  the  percent- 
age of  magnesia  was  not  too 'great. 

The  materials  for  Portland  cement  are, 
however,  more  abundant,  and  the  product  of 
80  much  better  quality  as  to  render  the 
natural  cement  a matter  of  comparatively 
small  importance.  The  Austin  chalk  is  rather 
widespread  in  its  distribution  and  adjacent  to 
clays  of  almost  any  required  grade. 

The  entire  practicability  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  Portland  cement  has  been  shown  by 
the  two  factories  Avhich  have  undertaken  it, 
one  at  San  Antonio,  the  other  at  Austin. 
The  former  supplied  much  of  the  cement 
used  in  the  erection  of  the  present  capitol 
building,  and  it  Avas  of  very  excellent  quality. 

I*iaster  of  Paris  is  pi'odnced  from  gyp- 
sum by  driving  out  the  percentage  of  water 
which  is  chemically  combined  with  it.  Its 
manufacture  on  any  desired  scale  is  entirely 
practicable  in  the  Permian  region  of  Texas, 
where  many  beds  of  gypsum  of  great  purity 
occur. 


iroa. — Probably  the  most  important  ot 
our  ore  deposits  are  those  of  iron,  which  in 
various  forms  are  found  in  many  parts  of  the 
State. 

Beginning  at  the  Louisiana  line  with  a 
breadth  of  nearly  loO  miles,  stretching  south- 
west in  a gradually  narrowing  belt  and  proba- 
bly fading  out  in  Caldwell  county  or  just  be- 
yond, there  is  found  a series  of  hills  of 
greater  or  less  elevation  which  are  capped 
with  ferruginated  material,  varying  from  a 
sandstone  with  a small  amount  of  oxide  of 
iron  in  the  matrix,  to  limonite  ores  of  high 
grade.  Of  this  division  only  a few  of  the 
counties  of  east  Texas  have  been  fully  ex- 
amined, but  enouo-h  has  _been  done  to  show 
the  probability  that  the  greater  amount  of 
workable  ores  of  this  belt  lie  east  of  the  bOth 
meridian,  although  •there  may  be  localities 
west  of  that  line  at  which  ores  of  value 
occur.  These  ores  are  associated  entirely 
with  rocks  of  the  Tertiary  and  later  periods. 

In  the  Cretaceous  no  iron  ores  of  any  con- 
sequence are  known  except  in  the  extreme 
M'est,  where  deposits  of  ochre  seem  to  occur 
in  connection  with  strata  belonging  to  the 
Fredericksburg  division  of  the  Lower  Cretace- 
ous series. 

There  are  only  a few  ores  of  any  value 
found  in  the  carboniferous  area,  and  those  of 
the  Permian  are  not  of  much  importance. 
The  central  mineral  region,  however,  con- 
tains, in  connection  with  its  deposits  of  older 
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I'ocks,  large  deposits  of  very  valuable  ores, 
including  magnetite,  red  hematite,  and  vari- 
ous hydrated  ores.  Finally,  in  trans-Pecos 
Texas  ii’on  ores  of  the  heitiatite  and  magnetic 
types  are  found  in.  veins  of  con.sideraUe 
thickness. 

Thus  it  w ill  be  seen  that  the  distribution 
of  the  ores  is  general,  extending  eiitiiely 
across  the  State  from  east  to  west. 

The  ores  of  east  Texas  all  lielong  to  the 
class  of  limonites,  or  brown  hematites.  They 
have  been  divided  according  to  their  physical 
structure,  due  to  the  manner  of  their  forma- 
tion, into  four  creneral  classes, — laminated 
ores,  geode  or  nodular  ores,  conglomerate 
ores,  and  carbonate  ores. 

The  Jaiii'nyiti'il,  orcx  are  brown  to  black  in 
color  and  vary  in  structure  from  a massive 
to  a highly  laminated  variety  in  which  the 
laminae  vary  from  one-sixteenth  to  one-quarter 
of  an  inch  in  thickness,  frequently  separated 
by  hollow  spaces,  and  sometimes  containing 
thin  seams  of  gray  clay.  The  average  thick- 
ne.=s  of  the  ore  bed  is  from  one  to  three  feet, 
although  it  may  exceed  this  in  places.  This 
class  of  ores  is  most  extensively  developed 
south  of  the  Sabine  river.  The  ore  bed  is 
generally  underlaid  by  « stratum  of  green- 
sand maid  from  ten  to  thirty  feet  in  thick- 
ness, and  overlaid  by  from  one  to  sixty  feet 
of  sands  and  sandstones. 

The  nodular.,  or  geode  ores,  which  are 
best  developed  north,  of  the  Saldne  river, 
usually  occur  as  nodules  or  geodes,  or  as  sandy- 
clay  strata.  This  ore  generally  occurs  in 
nodules  or  ac.odes.  or  as  honey-combed, 
botryoidal,  stalactitic  and  mammillary  masses. 
It  is  rusty  brown,  yellow,  dull  red,  or  even 
lilack  color,  and  bas  a glossy,  dull,  or  earthy 
lustre.  The  most  characteristic,  feature  of 
the  ore  is  the  nodularoi'  tjeodc  form  in  which 
it  occurs.  .Some  of  the  beds  are  made  up  of 


these  masses,  either  loose  in  a sandy-clay 
matrix  or  soliditied  in  a bed  by  a ferruginous 
cement.  The  ore  lies  horizontally  at  or  near 
the  tops  (»f  the  hills,  in  the  same  itianner  as 
the  lirown  laminated  ores  to  the  south  of  the 
' Sabine  river.  The  beds  vary  in  thickne.s.- 
I from  less  than  one  foot  to  ovei’  ten  feet,  the 
thicker  ones  being  often  interl)cddcd  with 
thin  seams  of  sand.  The  ore-beai'ing  beds 
are  immediately  overlaid  by  sandy  or  sandy- 
clayey  strata. 

(,'unolonierate  ores  consist  of  a conglomer- 
ate  of  brown  ferruginous  pebbles  one-(piarter 
to  two  inches  in  diameter  and  cemented  in  a 
sandy  matrix.  Somethnes  a few  siliceous 
])ebbles  are  also  found.  The  beds  vary  from 
one  to  twenty  feet  thick,  and  are  generally 
local  deposits  along  the  banks  and  bluffs  and 
sometimes  in  the  beds  of  almost  all  the  creeks 
and  streams  in  the  iron-ore  j-egion  just  de- 
scribed. Sometimes  they  cap  the  lower  hills. 
They  are  generally  of  low  grade,  but  could 
be  concentrated  by  crushing  and  washing  out 
the  sandy  matrix.  They  usually  contain  more 
or  less  ferruginous  sandstone  in  lenticular 
deposits,  and  are  much  cross-bedded. 

The  investigations  of  the  survey  in  east 
Texas  show  an  aggregate  iron-bearing  area 
of  a thousand  square  miles.  This  is  not  all 
a solid  bed  of  conunercial  ore,  but  the  area 
within  which  commercial  ores  are  known  to 
exist.  If  even  one-fourth  be  taken  as  pro- 
ductive iron  land,  and  the  bed  be  estimated 
at  two  feet  in  thickness,  both  very  safe  esti- 
mates, we  have  a total  outputof  l,5UO,O0b|,O0O 
tons  of  iron  ore.  The  quality  of  the  ores 
varies  fi'om  that  adapted  to  the  manufacture 
of  steel,  or  “ Pesserner  ores,  ” to  that  of  low 
irrade. 

The  ochres  of  the  Cretaceous  are  found  in 
Uvalde  and  Val  Verde  counties,  arid  proba 
bly  elsewhere.  Froii)  analyses  they  appear  to 
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be  of  very  high  grade,  but  no  examination  has 
jot  been  made  of  tliem  by  ihe  survey. 

A great  quantitj"  of  Jieiriaiiie  iron-^tone  is 
reported  to  occur  in  tlie  beds  adjacent  to  the 
Wahlrip-Cisco  division,  whieli,  if  itecpial  the 
sample  analvzed,  is  a very  valuable  ore. 

The  iron  ores  tif  the  central  mineral  region 
are  of  three  classes,  magnetites,  hematites, 
and  liYdrons  ores,  each  of  which  has  its  own 
placeand  mode  of  occurrence.  The  magnetites 
lie  in  tlie  northwest  trend  in  the  Arclnean 
locks,  whicli  for  practical  purposes  may  be 
confined  between  northwest-southeast  lines 
drawn  through  Lone  Grove  town  u])on  the 
east  and  through  Enchanted  Kock  upon  the 
west.  This  blocks  out  a district  twenty  miles 
wide,  and  extending  perliaps  thirty  miles  in 
the  direction  of  the  strike.  AV^ithin  this  field, 
however,  various  structural  features  have  pre- 
vented, in  many  places,  the  outcropping  of 
the  iron-bearing  system,  so  that  probably 
two-tliirds  of  the  area  is  not  in  condition  to 
yield  ore  without  removing  thick  deposits  of 
later  origin.  Assuming  that  one-third  of  the 
territory,  in  scattered  patches,  will  show  the 
Fernandan  beds  at  surface  or  at  depths  that 
may  be  considered  workable  from  an  economi- 
cal standpoint,  it  must  be  understood  that 
only  a small  fraction  of  the  thickness  of  these 
strata  is  iron  ore.  Keeping  in  mind  also  the 
folded  condition  of  the  rocks,  it  is  evident 
that  the  chances  for ‘mining  will  be  depend- 
ent largely  upon  the  character  of  the  ero- 
sion, it  being  premised  that  the  iron  bed,  if 
I sucli[  it  be,  is  not  very  near  the  top  of  the 
sj'stem  to  which  it  belongs. 

The  general  section  of  this  system  of  rocks 
shows  that  the  magnetite,  sometimes  asso- 
ciated with  hematite,  occurs  in  a bed  usnallv 
about  fifty  feet  thick  at  a definite  horizon  in 
it.  The  investigations  of  the  survey  show  that 


there  are  several  belts  within  which  valuable 
deposits  are  known  or  may  be  tliscovered. 

The  most  eastern  of  these  is  the  Babyhead 
belt,  and  the  outcrops  follow  a line  bearing 
southeastward,  west  uf  llabyhead  postofkct* 
and  Lone  Grove,  and  C(jmiiu>'  out  southward 
very  near  the  Wolf  crossing  of  the  Colorado 
river.  Ih-obably  the  best  exposure  of  this 
belt  is  the  Babyhead  mountains, and  its  north- 
ern boundary  does  not  cross  the  Llano  county 
line.  To  the  southeast  good  results  may  be 
expected  as  far  as  Miller’s  creek. 

A second  belt  xvest  of  this  occupie.<  the 
area  between  Facksaddle  and  Biley  mount- 
ains, and  stretches  northwestward  hy  Idano 
town  toward  Valley  Spring.  Ores  of  value 
have  been  found  in  many  places  in  this  belt, 
the  surface  indications  of  the  underlying 
beds  of  maanetite  being  hematite  orlimonite. 

The  third,  or  the  Iron  mountain  belt,  is 
that  on  which  the  greatest  amount  of  work 
has  been  expended,  and  in  two  places  in  it 
large  and  valuable  masses  of  magnetic  iron 
have  been  exposed.  The  bed  is  most  persist- 
ent, and  can  be  traced  for  miles.  At  Iron 
mountain  a shaft  has  been  sunk  dovvn  the 
side  of  the  iron  outcrop  to  the  dejith  of  fifty 
feet,  and  across-cut  of  twenty- two  feet  cut  in 
the  lead.  The  cjuantity  of  magnetite  and 
hematite  exposed  here  is  very  great.  About 
three  miles  south  of  Llano  City  considerable 
prospecting  has  been  done  by  drilling  with 
a diamond  drill,  and  also  opened  by  a shaft, 
disclosing  iron  almost  identical  with  the  Iron 

O 

mountain  product. 

The  most  western  of  these  belts  lies  be- 
tween the  Riley  mountains  and  Enchanteil 
Rock  in  the  south,  possibly  having'also  a 
erreater  width  to  the  northwe.'^t.  While  it  is 

t~) 

covered  in  places  by  later  rocks,  the  indica- 
tions are  good  for  th<!  d!M-i>\ er\  <j1  important 
masses  of  ii’on  ore  in  it. 
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In  quality  the  niHtrnetites  are  higli-grade 
Hessemer  ores,  being  low  in  silica,  phosphorus 
and  sulphur,  and  very  high  in  nietallie  iron. 

The  hematite  ores  seem  to  be  chiefly  de- 
rived from  altei-al  ion  of  the  inagnetites.  They 
usuallv  crop  out  along  portions  of  the  north- 
ern boi'der  of  the  magnetite  area,  and  are 
chiefly  segregations  in  sandstone,  and  al- 
though none  of  the  exposures  have  yet  been 
worked,  valuable  deposits  will  be  found  fol- 
lowing the  trend  of  the  magnetite  beds.  These 
segi-egations  are  to  be  found  chiefly  in  the 
red  sandstone  of  the  Cambrian  system.  They 
will  be  of  value  as  Bessemer  ores. 

The  hydrated  iron  ores  embrace  many 
different  varieties.  These  appear  almost  ex- 
clusively in  veins,  for  the  most  part  in  the 
older  rocks.  While  they  are  not  abundant 
enough  to  sustain  any  industry  by  themselves, 
they  may  become  valuable  in  addition  to  the 
other  iron  ores. 

Taking  the  iron  ore  deposits  of  the  State 
as  a whole,  and  considcrino'  their  wide  dis- 
tribution,  their  excellent  quality,  their  rela- 
tion to  fuel  supply  and  other  necessaries  for 
smelting  and  manufacturing  them,  no  doubt 
can  remain  of  the  mafrnitude  which  the  iron 
industry  is  bound  to  assume  in  this  State, 
and  that  Texas  is  destined  to  become  one  of 
the  great  iron  and  steel  producing  centers  of 
the  world. 

The  copper  ores  of  Texas  are  of  two  char- 
acters. Those  of  the  central  mineral  region 
and  trails- Becos  Texas  occur  in  veins,  while 
the  ores  of  the  Berniian  are  found  as  impreg- 
nations and  segregations  in  the  clays. 

The  copper  ore  of  the  Permian  division 
was  first  described  by  Captain  R.  B.  Marcy 
in  his  report  on  the  exjiloration  of  Red  river 
in  18b2,  when  he  found  specimens  of  it  in 
Cache  c.rcek.  In  1804,  Colonel  J.  B.  Bariy 
.sent  a party  with  Indian  guides  to  Archer 


county  and  secured  a considerable  amount  of 
ore,  which  was  shipped  to  Austin  and  part 
of  it  smelted  and  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
percussion  caps  for  the  Confederacy,  under 
the  611  jicrintendence  of  Ur.  W.  i)e  Ryee. 
After  the  war  several  attempts  were  made  to 
develop  these  deposits,  but  lack  of  transport- 
ation facilities  and  the  fact  that  the  high- 
grade  ore  bodies  were  in  pockets  and  irregu- 
larly distributed  prevented  the  success  of  the 
undertaking.  Still  later  General  AlcLellan 
and  a strong  company  made  an  effort  to 
utilize  the  dejiosits  of  Hardeman  and  adjoin- 
ing counties,  but  it  seems  that  the  true  nature 
of  the  deposits  were  not  fully  appreciated,  and 
the  result  was  the  same  as  those  of  earlier 
date. 

As  has  been  stated,  these  ores  occur  as  im- 
pregnations or  segregations  in  the  clays  at 
certain  definite  horizons  in  the  foniiation. 
They  are  not  in  veins,  therefore,  but  in  beds, 
and  are  not  to  be  mined  by  sinking  shafts  to 
low'er  depths,  but  more  after  the  manner  of 
coal  deposits.  There  are  three  (and  possibly 
a fourth)  of  these  horizons,  one  in  each  di- 
vision of  the  Permian.  The  Archer  county 
deposits  belong  to  the  lower  or  Wichita  beds, 
the  California  creek  bed  to  the  Clear  fork 
beds,  and  the  Kiowa  Peak  stratum  or  strata 
to  the  Double  mountain  beds.  The  general 
manner  of  occurrence  is  the  same  in  all.  The 
ores  are  found  in  a bed  of  blue  clay  from 
three  to  four  feet  thick.  It  is  sometimes  found 
ina  pseudomorphic  form  after  wood,  in  which' 
case  the  oxide  of  copper  has  replaced  fh^  ma- 
terial of  the  woody  fibre  in  the  same  ffm^ier  ^ 
as  is  done  by  silica  in  ordinary  petrified^wood. 
In  other  places  it  occurs  in  rounded  nodules 
of  different  sizes,  “like  potatoes  in  abed,'’ 
as  it  is  graphically  described.  In  addition  to 
this  the  stratum  of  clay  is  impregnated  with 
copper  to  the  extent  of  forming  a low-grade 
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ore  in  places.  Analyses  from  various  locali- 
ties of  avei'age  specimens  of  these  copper 
clays  yield  from  l.C  to  4.5  per  cent,  of  cop- 
per. In  any  successful  attempt  to  utilize 
these  ores  the  work  must  be  undertaken  with 
a view  of  recovering  the  copper  from  the 
cojiper  clays  by  lixiviation  as  the  principal 
ol'ject.  The  extent  of  the  deposits  and  amount 
of  copper  contained  in  them  in  places  seem 
to  warrant  this  character  of  development, 
and  the  probability  of  finding  many  rich 
pockets,  such  as  have  been  found  in  nearly  all 
the  workings  so  far  attemptod  is  additional 
inducement  for  the  erection  of  such  works. 
Some  of  these  pockets  have  yielded  as  much 
as  6,000  pounds  of  ore  assaying  sixty 
per  cent,  copper. 

The  general  lines  of  the  outcrop  of  copper 
clays  are  as  follows:  The  lower  bed  appears 
at  Archer,  and  from  there  northeast  to  the 
mouth  of  Cache  creek,  the  Original  place  of 
discovery.  The  next  bed  is  found  in  a line 
running  from  Paint  creek,  in  Haskell  county, 
northeast  through  the  northwestern  part  of 
Throckmorton  coilnty,  and  crossing  Baylor 
county  west  of  Seymour,  and  Wilbarger 
cbunty  east  of  Vernon  into  Indian  Territory, 

The  upper  bed  appears  at  Kiowa  and  Buz- 
zard Peaks,  and  passing  through  the  north- 
western part  of  Hardeman  is  finally  found 
on  Pease  river  west  of  Margaret. 

In  the  central  mineral  region  copper  ores 
^are  kuo'vn  principally  from  the  .surface  in- 
'-.dicatioito  of  carbonates  and  sulphides,  which 
i'are  found  in  outcrops  and  scattered  through 
'Vtheirock^n  various  localities.  The  principal 
outcropslhre  confined  to  the  Babyhead  district, 
ex  ^«nding  westward  from  the  Little  Llano  to 
tlie  head  of  Pecan  creek.  A few  others  are 
-found  still  further  westward  in  Mason  coun- 
ty, and  some  in  Llano,  but  all  are  apparently 
(fonnecoj'^with . tl)e  same  series  of  rocks. 


The  ores  at  the  surface  are  largely  carbon- 
ates, both  Azurite  and  Malachite  occurring, 
but  the  latter  predominating.  Tetrabedrite 
is  more  or  less  common,  a:;d  sometimes  car- 
ries considerable  silver.  Clialcopyrite  is  also 
present  in  small  (piantities,  and  in  some 
places  Boruite  occurs. 

The  various  prospecting  works  which  are 
scattered  through  this  area,  beginning  at  the 
Houston  & Texas  Central  Kailway  diggings 
on  the  east,  includes  many  trial  shafts  and 
pits  sunk  by  Captain  Thomas  G.  McGehee 
on  Little  Llano,  Yoakum  and  Wolf  creeks, 
Hubbard  Mining  Company  on  Pecan  creek, 
others  by  the  Houston  Mining  Company  on 
Wolf  creek,  and  the  Miller  mine,  also  on 
Pecan.  Further  west  in  Mason  county  sim- 
ilar prospecting  works  are  found.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  some  prospecting  has  been  done 
in  the  vicinity  of  Llano,  and  also  southeast 
of  that  city.  Specimens  taken  from  the  dif- 
ferent localities  by  different  members  of  the 
survey  assayed  all  the  way  from  one  per  cent, 
to  forty-five  and  six-tenths  per  cent,  copper, 
in  silver  from  nothing  to  107.8  ounces  per  ton, 
and  of  gold  from  nothing  to  one-filth  ounce. 

There  have  been  several  attempts  at  devel- 
opment, but  there  are  no  mines  in  successful 
operation  at  present.  The  work  that  has 
been  done  on  the  different  outcrops  has  not 
been  carried  sufficieiitly  far,  nor  has  it  been 
of  such  a character,  as  to  make  it  possible  to 
speak  with  certainty'  regarding  the  existence 
of  extensive  bodies  of  copper  ore  in  the  dis- 
trict. What  has  been  done,  however,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  outcrops  and  assays, 
and  our  knowledge  of  the  geological  forma- 
tion of  the  country,  suggests  the  accumula- 
tion of  ores  of  considerable  importance  below, 
and  will  justify  a much  larger  expenditui-e 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  thetn  than  has 
yet  been  made. 
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The  copper  ores  of  trans-Pecos  Texas  have 
been  known  for  many  years,  and  considerable 
prospecting  has  been  done  on  them.  There 
is,  liowevcr,  only  one  mine  in  operation  at 
present — the  Hazel  mine  in  the  Diabolo 
mountains,  near  Allamore,  El  Paso  county. 
This  mine  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Sierra 
Diabolo  on  a lime-spar  lead  cutting  through 
a red  sandstone.  The  principal  ore  is  coj>per 
glance  or  sulphide  of  copper,  at  times  carry- 
ing a good  deal  of  wire  silver,  and  occasion- 
ally rich  j)ockets  of  grey  copper.  This  pay 
streak  runs  in  a vein  from  a few  inches  up 
to  ten  feet  in  width,  in  a gangue  of  strongly 
siliceous  limestone,  which  is  also  impreg- 
nated with  the  ore.  The  width  of  this 
gangue  is  in  some  places  as  much  as  thirty- 
five  feet,  and  the  material  is  a low  grade  ore 
of  about  $15  per  ton. 

In  the  Carrizo  mountains  and  further 
south  in  the  Apache  or  Davis  mountains  are 
other  good  copper  prospects,  in  addition  to 
the  many  outcrops  in  the  Quitman  mount- 
ains and  Sierra  Blanca  region  which  show 
copper  at  the  surface. 

Lead  and  Zinc. — AVhile  many  finds  of 
lead  ore  have  been  reported  in  many  portions 
of  the  State,  all  those  outside  of  the  central 
mineral  region  and  trans-Pecos  Texas  have 
proved  to  be  merely  float  specimens.  In  the 
central  mineral  region  the  lead  ore  occurs 
sparingly  in  veins  in  the  older  rocks,  under 
similar  conditions  and  within  the  same  area 
as  marked  out  for  the  copper  ores,  but  it  is 
principally  found  in  the  rocks  of  the  Cam- 
brian or  Silurian  age  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  in  which  it  is  found  in 
Missouri. 

Perhaps  the  most  extensive  “digging”  on 
any  of  the  veins  of  galena  was  that  of  the 
Sam  Houston  Mining  Company,  who  worked 
in  the  Riley  mountains.  This  shaft,  which 


followed  the  irregular  course  of  the  vein,  was 
160  feet,  or  possibly  more,  in  depth.  There 
was  a stidng  of  galena,  sometimes  widening 
out  and  sometimes  almost  entirely  missing, 
but  enough  ore  was  not  secured  to  satisfy  the 
owners  and  work  was  stopped. 

The  deposits  which  occur  in  the  horizon  of 
an  age  apparently  corresponding  to  that  of 
the  Missouri  galena  ores  have  been  pros- 
pected, chiefly  in  Burnet  county.  Tie 
principal  work  is  at  Silver  Mine  Hollow. 
The  galena  is  not  only  scattered  through  the 
sandy,  feringiuous  vein  material,  but  is 
found  abundantly  in  the  adjacent  dark  gray 
to  green  magnesian  limestone.  Its  original 
source  is  probably  the  “ cavern  limestone  ” 
of  the  Silurian,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
there  has  not  been  sufticient  development  to 
make  it  possible  to  speak  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  regarding  the  exact  locality  of  the 
ores. 

Jso  zinc  ores  at  all  are  known  in  the  cen- 
tral mineral  region. 

In  trans- Pecos  Texas  ores  of  both  lead  and 
zinc  are  very  abundant  and  contain  silver 
and  gold  in  variable  quantities.  The  pros- 
pects of  the  Quitman  mountains  and  vicinity 
are  the  best  known.  These  mountains  are 
crossed  by  numerous  vein  outcrops  and  indi- 
cations of  oie,  and  Wherever  prospecting 
holes  have  been  sunk  there  are  promising 
indications,  and  even  distinct  veins  of  lead- 
carrying silver,  most  of  them  at  least  having 
traces  of  gold.  Occasionally,  alsof  tin  is- 
present.  The  outcrops  are  generally  com- 
posed of  iron  silicates,  with  probably  some 
carbonate  and  oxide  of  iron,  usually  contain- 
ino-  a little  ^ilver;  a few  feet  below  the  sur- 
face  the  copper  stain  begins;  deeper  down 
the  (pianlity  of  copper  increases  and  traces 
of  lead  appear  with  the  copper.  This  be- 
comes btron<rer  the  lower  the  shaft  is  sunk 
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and  shows  zinc  and  bismuth  in  greater 
depths.  The  zinc  sometimes  amounts  to  30 
per  cent,  of  the  whole,  and  even  pure  argent- 
iferous zinc  ores  are  found.  One  fact  ob- 
served is  tliat  on  the  nortlieast  slopes  of  the 
mountains  uranium  is  found  in  connection 
with  the  ores,  while  on  the  southwest  slopes 
this  metal  gives  place  to  molybdenum  even 
on  the  same  vein  traced  across  the  crest  of 
the  mountain. 

There  are  a number  of  shallow  prospect 
holes  scattered  over  this  region,  but  very  few 
of  them  reach  a depth  of  fifty  feet. 

Several  mines  have,  howev'er,  made  ship- 
ments of  ore,  the  principal  being  from 
the  Alice  Ray  and  llonanza  mines,  both  of 
which  are  on  the  same  vein.  Their  ores 
have  an  average  value  of  $60  to  $65;  but 
owing  to  the  fact  that  they  contain  25  to  30 
per  cent,  of  zinc  and  that  the  El  Paso  smelt- 
ers are  not  prepared  to  properly  treat  such 
ores,  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  work 
them  profitably  after  paying  for  roasting  the 
zinc  out  of  the  ores  in  place  of  receiving  pay 
for  it.  The  Bonanza  is  the  best  developed 
mine  in  the  Quitman  range.  The  lead  runs 
about  east  and  west,  dipping  almost  verti- 
cally in  a contact  between  granite  and  por- 
phyry. A shaft  ninety-five  feet  deep  is  sunk 
to  a drift  below,  running  on  the  vein  and 
about  350  feet  iu  lencjth,  which  shows  a seam 
of  galena  from  two  to  ten  inches  in  thick- 
ness. This  carries  an  average  of  about  thirty 
ounces  of  silver,  although  it  sometimes 
reaches  as  high  as  sixty  ounces,  to  the  ton. 
The  shipping  average  of  this  ore  is  about  30 
per  cent,  of  lead,  25  to  30  per  cent,  zinc,  and 
thirty  ounces  of  silver,  to  the  ton,  and  about 
500  tons  have  been  sliij)ped.  From  the  drift 
a winze  is  sunk  110  feet  deep. 

(>n  the  Alice  Hay  claim,  at  a distance  of 
3,000  feet  from  tlie  II(.»nanza,  a tunnel  is  run 


into  the  same  lead.  This  mine  is  5,095  feet 
above  the  sea  level,  which,  when  compared 
with  the  deepest  body  of  the  Bonanza,  shows 
an  ore  body  450  feet  in  height  by  about 
4,000  feet  long.  The  ore  body  of  the  Alice 
Ray,  like  that  of  the  Bonanza,  is  a well  de- 
fined vein  of  galena,  running  from  two  to 
eight  and  ten'  inches  in  width. 

There  are  many  other  valuable  prospects 
in  this  district,  which  are  more  fully  described 
in  the  reports. 

Besides  the  ores  of  this  district,  ores  are 
found  iu  districts  on  the  east  and  south.  The 
Chinati  region  is,  however,  the  only  other 
one  in  which  much  prospecting  has  been 
done.  Here  there  are  a great  many  pros- 
pecting shafts,  as  well  as  some  w’ell  devel- 
oped mines.  The  ore  on  the  river  side  is 
galena,  the  outcrops  being  strongly  ferru- 
ginous streaks,  similiar  to  those  of  the 
Quitman  mountains.  Some  outcrops  show 
carbonates  and  sulphides  containing  both 
bismuth  and  silver.  An  assay  of  one  of  these 
outcrops  gave  silver  ten  ounces,  bismuth 
three  and  five-tenths,  lead  forty  and  five-  ' 
tenths  per  cent.  OiTthe  eastern  side  thecon- 
tacts  between  the  porphyries  and  crystalline 
limestones  are  very  clearly  marked,  and  it  is 
on  these  that  the  most  satisfactory  prospect- 
ing work  has  been  done.  These  yield  both 
fine  millino-  silver  and  galenas. 

In  the  other  ranges  examined  to  the  south 
and  east  similiar  ores  also  exist,  bnt  they  are 
at  present  so  difficult  of  access  that  little 
work  has  been  done  on  them. 

Qohl. — The  [)recious  metals  occur  in  con- 
nection with  the  ores  of  copper,  lead,  and 
zinc,  as  has  already  been  stated  under  those 
heads.  They  occur  also  in  a free  state.  Small 
amounts  of  free  gold  have  been  found  l)y 
panning  in  the  Colorado  river  ami  in  some 
parts  of  Llano  county,  but  the  amount  found 
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is  too  small  for  profitable  working.  In  the 
Quitman  mountains  some  of  the  quartz  and 
ferruginous  outcrops  show  traces  of  gold, 
and  by  using  the  pan  colors  of  gold  are  fre- 
quently found  in  the  gravel  and  sand.  A 
small  piece  of  quartz  found  near  Finlay  as- 
sayed eleven  ounces  of  gold  to  the  ton.  Tak- 
ing this  evidence,  with  the  geheral  geologic 
features  of  the  Quitman  and  surrounding 
mountains,  the  presence  of  gold  is  established, 
although  the  probable  quantity  is  still  uncer- 
tain. Free  gold  has  also  been  observed  in 
certain  ores  received  from  Presidio  county. 

The  best  developed  mine  in  this  region  is 
generally  known  as  the  Shafter  or  Bullis 
mine,  and  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Pres- 
idio Mining  company,  who  are  now  working 
two  mines— the  Presidio  and  Cibolo.  In  the 
former,  which  w^as  discovered  in  1880,  the 
mine  consists  of  pockets  and  bunches  of  ore 
of  irregular  shapes  and  sizes,  generally  iso- 
lated from  each  other,  imbedded  in  a lime- 
stone country  rock,  thus  forming  chamber 
deposits. 

• The  Cibolo  has  the  same  general  character, 
but,  in  addition,  has  an  ore  body  situated  in 
a well  defined  fissure,  and  is  a contact  deposit. 
This  company  work  their  own  mill  and  ship 
their  product  as  biUlion.  The  mill,  which 
is  of  ten  stamps  of  the  common  California 
pattern,  is  located  on  a hillside,  so  that  the 
ore  from  the  crusher  falls  to  the  automatic 
feeder  at  the  stamps,  from  which  the  pulp  is 
lifted  to  the  amalgamaters.  The  amalgam  is 
freed  from  the  excess  of  quicksilver  by  strain- 
ing, as  usual,  when  retorted  and  fused.  This 
mill  averages  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  tons 
of  ore  per  day,  which  yields  from  forty  to 
forty -five  ounces  of  silver  per  ton.  The  mo- 
tive power  is  an  eighty-horse  power  engine. 
There  is  an  ample  water  supply  in  Cibolo 
creek  to  permit  an  increase  in  the  size  of  tliis 


mill  atid  the  erection  of  others  as  well,  and 
there  is  also  good  opportunity  to  build  stor- 
age reservoirs  along  it.  There  are  other 
locations  being  worked  uj),  many  of  which 
promise  good  returns,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  this  district  must  soon  become  one  of 
the  centers  of  the  mining  industry  in  Texas. 

Silver. — Native  silver  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ported. In  trans-Pecos  Texas,  however,  the 
conditions  are  more  favorable;  and  there  arc 
two  mines  now  working  a free-millijig  silver 
ore  in  Presidio  county,  and  many  trial  shafts 
have  been  put  down  in  thesurrounding  region. 
A considerable  amount  of  silver  bullion  has 
already  been  produced,  and  shipped  to  San 
Francisco. 

Till. — The  occurrence  of  tin  was  reported, 
doubtfully,  in  the  central  mineral  district  in 
1889,  and  it  was  also  found  in  connection 
with  lead  ores  in  trans- Pecos  Texas.  In  No- 
vember, during  the  examination  of  specimens 
collected  by  members  of  his  party.  Dr.  Com- 
stock found  some  excellent  pieces  of  cassi- 
terite,  or  oxide  of  tin,  and  made  a special  trip 
to  decide  the  reality  and  manner  of  its  occur- 
rence. This  resulted  in  the  discov^ery  that  it 
occurred  not  onlv  as  cassiterite,  but  in  small 
quantities  in  connection  with  other  minerals 
in  the  rocks  of  a certain  portion  of  the  Eur- 
netau  system  extending  from  the  western 
part  of  Burnet  to  the  eastern  part  of  Mason 
county,  a distance  of  fifty  miles,  and  having 
a width  of  eight  to  ten  miles.  In  this  belt 
the  tin  ore  has  been  found  at  four  or  five  lo- 
calities. It  occurs  in  a quartz  of  somewhat 
banded  appearance,  and  when  pure  may  often 
be  recognized  by  its  weight,  being  of  greater 
specific  gravity  than  the  iron  ores. 

Near  the  divide  between  Herman  creek 
and  tributaries  of  the  San  Saba  river,  in  Ma 
son  county,  are  the  remains  of  two  old  fur- 
naces, and  considerable  slag  which  carries 
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till  ill  lit!  1(3  globules  scattoa'ed  through  it. 

While  it  is  iinpossihle  to  speak  positively 
of  the  probable  quantity#  of  ore,  the  indica- 
tions are  favorable  for  its  existence  in  amounts 
sulKcient  to  be  of  economic  value. 

In  trails- Pecos  Texas  tin  has  been  found  in 
connection  with  some  of  the  ores  of  the 
Quitman  range. 

Mercury. — Like  tin,  this  metal  has  been 
reported  from  several  localities,  but  up  to  the 
present  we  have  not  succeeded  in  verifying 
any  of  the  reports  or  of  finding  any  traces 
of  it. 

Manganese. — The  only  workable  deposits 
of  manganese  yet  defined  by  the  survey  are 
those  of  the  central  mineral  region.  These 
deposits  are  both  in  the  form  of  manganese 
ores  and  of  combinations  of  iron  and  manga- 
nese ores  in  different  proportions.  The  Spiller 
mine,  south  of  Fly  Gap,  Mason  county,  is  the 
only  known  occurrence  of  the  manganese  ore 
on  an  extensive  scale  anywhere  in  the  region, 
although  surface  croppings  were  traced, 
which  seemed  to  Indicate  companion  belts  to 
the  one  which  has  been  opened  at  the  locality 
mentioned. 

The  ore  is  rather  siliceous  psilomelane,  with 
patches  of  pyrolusite  and  more  or  less  black 
wad,  filling  cavities  and  crevices  in  the  vein, 
which  is  three  or  four  feet  wide.  The  ore 
seems  to  lie  as  an  intcrbedded  vein,  and  nu- 
merous borings  were  made  on  it  with  a dia- 
mond drill,  presumably  for  the  purpose  of 
prospecting  in  the  direction  of  its  dip. 

Manganese  ores  are  found  under  sjmilar 
circumstances  in  the  region  between  Pack- 
saddle  and  Riley  mountains,  and  specimens 
are  reported  both  from  Gillespie  and  Blanco 
counties.  Manganese  also  occurs  as  an  in- 
gredient of  the  various  limonitic  ores,  and  in 
one  instance*  such  an  ore  was  found  to  con- 
tain as  much  as  (deven  per  cent,  of  this  iiuUal, 


in  the  form  of  dioxide.  These  deposits,  how- 
ever, are  not  likely  to  prove  of  much  economic 
value. 

Blsimitli  occurs  in  small  quantities  in  con- 
nection with  the  ores  of  the  Quitman  range, 
and  inone  vein  examined  in  the  region  of  the 
Chinati  mountains  as  much  as  three  and  one- 
half  per  cent,  of  this  metal  was  found  in  the 
ore  (galena). 

ABRASIVES. 

BuKrstone. — In  the  Fayette  sands  are 
found  stones  of  excellent  quality  for  use  as 
millstones.  In  Jasper  and  other  counties 
millstones  which  have  given  perfect  satisfac- 
tion in  use  have  been  cut  from  certain  hori- 
zons of  these  sands. 

Gtindstones.—Gidx^sXw  sandstones  in  the 
Carboniferous  and  older  formations  furnish 
excellent  materials  for  grindstones,  but  up  to 
the  present  they  have  been  utilized  only 
locally. 

No  whetstones  have  yet  been  manufactured 
in  Texas,  although  excellent  material  exists 
for  such  a purpose.  The  Fayette  sands 
probably  furnish  the  best  of  the  material, 
and  some  specimens  from  Fayette  county  are 
now  in  the  State  museum.  Other  material 
suitable  for  the  purpose  is  found  in  the  cen- 
tral mineral  region  and  in  the  central  coal 
field. 

Several  localities  of  deposits  of  infusorial 
earth  are  known  in  Hopkins,  Leon,  Polk  and 
Crosby  counties.  Very  little  has  been  mined 
for  shipment. 

ORNAMENTAL  STONES  AND  GEMS. 

Among  the  gem  stones  may  be  mentioned 
beryl,  smoky  quartz,  rose  ipiartz,  silicilied 
wood,  garnef,  agate,  moss  agate,  amethyst, 
jasper,  sar.lonyx,  tourmaline,  and  others. 
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'•‘■Crystal"  Quartz. — Tbe  clear  wliite  vari- 
ety, which  is  known  as  crystal,  is  sparingly 
found  in  masses  of  a size  suitable  for  use. 
Clhsters  of  crystals  are  found  which  form 
handsome  ornaments,  but  the  greater  part 
are  stained  or  milky. 

Smol-y  Quartz. — The  central  mineral  re- 
gion produces  line  crystals  of  smoky  quartz 
of  deop  color.  Barringer  Hill,  Llano  county, 
is  one  of  the  best  localities. 

Hose  Qiiartz. — Beautiful  shades  of  rose 
quartz  are  found  in  Llano  and  Gillespie 
counties. 

Amethyst. — Gillespie  county  furnishes  some 
amethysts  of  fair  color,  but  the  deeper- 
colored  ones  have  so  far  been  found  oidy  in 
the  Sierra  Blanca  or  Quitman  region. 

Thetis  Hair  Stone. — This  variety  of  lim- 
pid quartz,  with  line  needles  of  actinolite 
scattered  through  it,  is  found  in  the  northern 
part  of  Gillespie  county,  near  Enchanted 
Rock. 

Beryl. — Some  very  large,  line  crystals  of 
beryl  have  been  found  in  Gillespie  county, 
and  occasionally  in  Llano  county. 

Garnets  are  abundant  both  in  the  central 
mineral  district  and  in  trans- Pecos  Texas. 
Fine  cabinet  specimens  showing  both  large 
and  attractive  crystals  are  in  the  museum, 
but  no  systematic  work  has  been  done  in 
working  the  deposits.  There  are  several 
colors — brown,  black,  and  green — and  they 
occur  in  abundance.  Among  the  localities 
may  be  mentioned  Clear  Creek  valley  on  the 
Burnet  and  Bluffton  road,  Babyhead,  King 
mountains,  and  similar  areas  in  Llano  and 
Gillespie  counties,  in  the  Quitman  mountains 
and  other  localities  in  trans-Pecos  Texas.  In 
Llano  county  line  crystals  are  also  found  of 
idocrase,  or  Yesuvianite,  which  is  neai-  the 
jrarnet  in  character. 
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Black  tourmaline  is  abundant  in  certain 
granites  of  Llano  county,  and  will  be  useful 
for  all  purposes  for  which  it  can  be  em- 
ployed, although  there  is  no  prospect  of 
specimens  of  value  for  cabinet  purposes 
being  found. 

Chalcedony. — Some  line  specimens  of  chal- 
cedony have  been  found  in  Travis  county  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  disturbances  caused 
by  the  Pilot  Knob  eruption.  They  abo 
occur  in  Presidio  county  and  other  portions 
of  west  Texas. 

C arnelians  have  been  found  in  the  vicinity 
of  Van  Horn,  El  Paso  county. 

Sardonyx. — Beautiful  specimens  of  sar- 
donyx are  found  in  the  trans-Pecos  region  in 
El  Paso  or  Jeff  Davis  counties.  A number 
of  specimens  are  now  in  the  State  museum. 

Jasper. — In  this  same  region  are  found 
handsome  varieties  of  plain  and  banded  jas- 
per, but,  like  the  other  deposits,  there  has 
been  no  attempt  at  development,  and  only  a 
few  specimens  have  been  collected  by  per- 
sons happening  on  them.  Pebbles  of  jasper 
are  also  abundant  in  the  drift  as  far  north  as 
the  Staked  Plains. 

Agate. — The  occurrence  of  this  beautiful 
stone  has  been  mentioned  in  the  former  re- 
ports of  this  survey.  It  is  found  altundantly 
in  several  parts  of  west  Texas  and  occasion- 
ally in  the  river  drift  of  the  Colorado.  In 
west  Texas  they  are  found  in  a schistose  ma- 
terial and  scattered  over  the  surface  in  lar^e 

O 

quantities,  from  fragments  to  boulders  of 
considerable  size.  The  colors  are  rich,  and 
the  banded  and  fortification  agates  show 
beautiful  bandings  and  stn'pes.  Moss  agates 
are  also  plentiful,  and  there  is  ample  i-oom 
for  the  establishment  of  an  industry  in  this 
material,  even  if  they  are  only  collectetl  for 
shipment  abroad.  Tiie  average  j)rice  paid 
for  rough  agate  for  manufacturing  purposes 
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at  Iclar,  Oldfiitiurg,  Geniiany,  one  of  tlie 
principal  inaimfactnring  cities  of  this  ma- 
terial, is  about  25  cents  per  pound,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  varieties  occurring  in  Texas 
would  add  materially  to  that  price. 

Pudding  Stone. — Of  equal  beauty  with 
the  agates  are  some  varieties  of  metamor- 
phosed pudding  stones  brought  from  the 
lower  mountains  by  Prof.  Streeruwitz.  They 
take  fully  as  fine  a polish,  and  the  variety  of 
color  and  shape  of  the  inclusions  are  very 
pleasing. 

Serpentine. — Some  of  the  serpentines  of 
west  Texas  will  be  valuable  as  ornamental 
stones.  So  far  no  “precious  serpentine”  has 
been  found,  but  some  of  the  red  and  green 
varieties  will  come  into  use  as  the  region  is 
developed.  Central  Texas  also  affords  varie- 
ties which  may  be  utilized. 

Alabaster. — Alabaster  of  fine  grain  and 
translucencv  occurs  both  among  the  rocks  of 
the  Cretaceous  formatiori  and  in  the  gypsum 
region  of  the  .Permian.  Its  uses  in  vases 

O 

and  statuary  are  well  known,  and  material 
suitable  for  any  of  these  purposes  can  be 
secured  in  any  desired  quantity. 

Pearls. — Texas  is  one  of  the  principal 
pearl-producing  States  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Kunz,  in  “Gems  and  Precious  Stones,” 
mentions  one  from  Llano  valued  at  $95, 
which  was  sold  in  Xew  York.  The  pearls 
are  found  in  the  Unios,  or  fresh-water  mus- 
sels, which  abound  in  the  Colorado,  Llano 
and  Concho  rivers,  and  many  other  streams 
in  Texas.  They  have  been  collected  in  large 
numbers,  and  in  collecting  them  great  num- 
bers of  the  shell  fish  have  been  destroyed. 
In  order  to  avoid  this  wholesale  destruction 
and  leave  the  animal  to  propagate  more  val- 
uable progeny,  it  is  recommended  that  in- 
struments similar  to  those  used  in  Saxony 
and  Bavai'ia  be  introduced  here.  One  of  | 


these  is  a flat  iron  tool,  the  other  a pair  of 
sharp-pointed  pliers,  both  fashioned  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  the  shells  for  examina- 
tion without  injury  to  the  animal,  which,  if 
no  pearl  is  found,  is  replaced  in  the  shoal. 

Silirijxed  Wood. — While  the  greater  part 
of  the  silicified  wood  of  the  State  is  not  of 
much  value  as  an  ornamental  stone,  there  are 
certain  horizons  in  the  Fayette  beds  in  which 
the  wood  has  been  opalized  and  presents  a 
pleasant  variety  of  color  and  banding.  These 
will  probably  be  used  quite  largely  for  vari- 
ous purposes  in  ornamental  work  so  soon  as 
their  beauty  is  properly  shown. 

KEFRACTORY  MATERIALS. 

Refractory  materials,  or  those  which  will 
stand  very  high  degrees  of  heat  without  in- 
jury, are  of  the  highest  importance  in  manu- 
facturing. They  enter  into  the  construction 
of  all  furnaces  for  iron,  or  steel,  or  pottery, 
or  glass,  or  the  various  other  products  of 
high  temperatures,  and  are  an  absolute  neces- 
sity in  the  proper  development  of  such  man- 
ufactures. Of  such  substances  fire  clay  is 
doubtless  the  most  important.  The  essen- 
tials for  a good  fire  clay  are  not  so  much  the 
proportions  of  silica  and  alumina,  although 
the  larger  the  percentage  of  silica  the  greater 
its  refractory  power  seems  to  be,  but  its  free- 
dom from  materials  such  as  lime,  soda,  pot- 
asli,  magnesia,  or  oxide  of  iron,  which  could 
unite  with  the  silica  and  form  a glass,  and 
thus  cause  fusion. 

Pire  Clcrys. — Of  our  Texas  fire  clays  only 
two  or  three  have  had  any  decided  or  exten- 
sive trial.  These  are  from  the  beds  found  in 
Henderson,  Limestone  and  Fayette  counties. 
The  first  two  are  found  in  connection  with 
the  timber-belt  beds,  the  third  in  the  Fayette 
lie<ls.  In  use  the  brick  made  at  Athens  from 
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the  IleiKlersou  county  clay  have  proved  to  be 
of  excellent  quality.  They  have  stood  the 
severe  test  of  the  iron  furnace  at  Husk  and 
of  some  of  the  lime  kilns,  and  are  highly 
recommended  for  their  good  qualities.  The 
brick  from  the  beds  of  Limestone  county  are 
also  of  good  (Quality,  and  proper  care  in  their 
manufacture  will  make  them  fully  equal  to 
any.  The  Fayette  clays  which  have  come 
under  my  notice,  which  are  classed  as  tire 
clays,  seem  to  be  somewhat  high  in  fluxing 
constituents,  hut  more  careful  selection  of  the 
clays  may  entirely  obviate  this  difficulty. 

The  fire  clays  are  found  usually  in  connec- 
tion with  the  lignite  beds,  and  in  the  central 
coal  field  directly  underlying  the  coal  seams. 
They  are  therefore  found  scattered  over  a 
wide  area  of  the  State,  but  only  a few  of 
them  have  been  examined  by  the  geological 
survey.  These  are  nearly  all  from  eastern 
Texas,  and  were  collected  during  one 
field  season.  While  they  have  not  yet  been 
fully  studied,  numerous  analyses  have  been 
made,  and  it  is  found  that  many  of  them  are 
too  “fat,”  or  contain  too  much  alumina  for 
use  in  the  state  in  which  they  are  dug,  but 
require  a large  juixture  of  sand  to  correct 
the  excessive  shrinkage  that  would  otherwise 
take  place  in  drying  them,  amounting  in 
some  specimens  to  one-fourth  of  their  origi- 
nal bulk.  Others,  however,  are  of  excellent 
quality,  and  careful  selection  of  localities  for 
mining  will  yield  very  favorable  results,  and 
clays  be  secured  suitable  for  brick  for  fur- 
naces, kilns,  ovens,  fire-boxes,  retorts,  saggers, 
and  the  many  other  similar  articles. 

Graphite.,  or  Plumbago. — In  the  central 
mineral  region  are  deposits  of  limited  extent 
of  an  impure  graphite  in  shales  and  schists. 
In  view  of  the  larger  deposits  of  pure  ma- 
terial in  other  localities  it  is  not  probable 
that  this  will  be  of  much  value. 


Soapstone. — This  highly  infusible  stone, 
which  is  used  as  firestone  in  stoves,  hearths 
and  furnaces,  is  found  in  large  quantities. 
One  of  the  best  exposures  is  about  two  miles 
south  of  west  from  Smoothing-Iron  mount- 
ain, and  the  most  favorable  districts  for  its 
further  occurrence  are  that  between  House 
and  Smoothing-Iron  mountains  and  the  King 
mountains,  and  to  the  west  of  that  area,  in 
Llano  and  Mason  counties;  also  southeast  in 
Llano,  Gillespie  and  Blanco  counties.  As  a 
lining  for  furnaces  and  other  purposes  which 
do  not  require  a very  firm  texture  this  ma- 
terial is  fully  adequate,  and  it  can  be  cut  or 
sawed*into  blocks  or  masses  of  any  desired 
shape,  with  a perfectly  smooth  surface  if 
desired. 

M lea. — While  mica  is  a very  abundant 
mineral  in  both  the  central  and  trans-Pecos 
regions,  it  is  not  commoidy  of  such  trans- 
parency and  size  as  to  be  commercially  valu- 
able. Specimens  are  in  the  museum,  how- 
ever, from  both  localities  which  combine 
these  requisites,  and  it  is  entirely  probable 
that  workable  deposits  may  be  found.  It  is 
used  in  stove  fronts,  lanterns,  etc,  also  in  the 
manufacture  of  wall  paper  and  as  a lubricant. 

Asbestos. — Asbestos  has  often  been  re- 
ported from  the  central  region,  and  many 
specimens  have  been  received  bearing  that 
name.  Upon  examination  this  is  found  to 
be  fibrolite,  and  may  answer  for  many  pur- 
poses for  which  asbestos  is  used  as  refractorj- 
material,  but  not  for  the  finer  uses  in  the 
manufacture  of  cloth,  etc. 

KOAD  MATERIALS. 

Amoncr  the  various  materials  suited  for 

O 

road-making  are  the  large  gravel  deposits 
which  are  found  in  many  portions  of  the 
State;  some  of  the  quartzitic  sandstones 
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which  occur  in  tlie  Fayette  beds  (coast  re- 
gion, from  the  Sabine  to  the  Tiio  Grande, 
and  from  40  to  150  miles  wide);  the  eroded 
hints  of  the  Cretaceous;  some  of  tlie  firmer 
limestones  of  the  lower  divisions  of  the  Cre- 
taceous aTid  the  Carboniferous  areas;  the 
l>asalt  of  sttch  areas  as  Pilot  Knob  in  Travis 
county;  some  of  the  sandstones  or  siliceous 
iron  ores  of  the  iron  region  of  east  Texas; 
the  "ranites  and  other  toujjh  rocks  of  the 
central  region  are  especially  valuable,  and 
similar  rocks  and  the  quartzites  and  por- 
phyries of  west  Texas  will  also  prove  of 
value  when  transportation  charges  will  admit 
of  their  use. 

The  occurrence  of  asphaltum  in  various 
portions  of  the  State  has  already  been  noticed, 
and  its  use  as  paving  material  is  well  known. 

For  the  construction  of  sidewalks,  in -ad- 
dition to  the  material  above  mentioned.  Hag- 
stones  are  found  in  various  localities. 

MATERIALS  FOR  PAINTS. 

Graphite  has  already  been  mentioned  under 
refractory  substances. 

Ochre  is  a hydrated  oxide  of  iron,  usually 
containing  more  or  less  clay  or  sand  and 
giving  various  shades  of  yellow,  red  and 
brown.  The  most  valuable  is  that  which  on 
preparation  furnishes  the  color  called  Indian 
red.  Ochres  are  found  in  connection  with 
the  geode  and  nodular  ores  of  east  Texas, 
forming  centers  of  the  geodes,  and  also  de- 
posits of  limited  extent.  It  is  reported  at 
many  localities  in  the  area  covered  by  the 
timber-belt  beds.  In  the  Cretaceous  area 
good  ochres  occur  in  Uvalde  and  Val  Verde 
counties,  in  the  latter  of  which  one  locality 
has  been  developed  to  some  extent  and  the 
material  shipped.  Other  deposits  have  been 
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opened  and  worked  very  slightly  for  local 
ii.se  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

Harytefi  is  found  in  Llano  county,  but  has 
not  been  put  to  any  use  at  all  as  yet. 

OTHER  ECONOMIC  MATERIALS. 

Sulphur. — Specimens  of  native  sulphur  of 
a high  degree  of  purity  have  been  received 
from  Edwards  county,  but  up  to  the  present 
no  detailed  examination  has  been  made  to 
ascertain  its  quantity  or  the  condition  of  its 
oceurrenee. 

Salt. — Like  many  of  the  other  valuable  de- 
posits of  Texas,  the  occurrence  of  common  salt 
is  widespread.  Along  the  coast  to  the  south- 
west are  lagoons  or  salt  lakes  from  which 
large  amounts  of  salt  are  taken  annually. 
Besides  the  lakes  along  the  shore  many  others 
occur  through  western  Texas,  reaching  to 
tlie  New  Mexico  line,  while  northeast  of 
these  in  the  Fermian  region  the  constant 
recurrence  of  such  names  as  Salt  fork.  Salt 
creek,  etc.,  tell  of  the  prevalence  of  similar 
conditions.  In  addition  to  the  lakes  and 
creeks  from  which  salt  is  secured  by  solar 
evaporation  we  have  also  extensive  beds  of 
rock  salt. 

That  which  is  at  present  best  developed  is 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  Colorado  City,  in 
Mitchell  county.  The  bed  of  salt  was  found 
by  boring  at  850  feet,  and  proved  to  have  a 
thickness  of  140  feet.  A vein  of  water  was 
struck  below  it  which  rises  to  within  150 
feet  of  the  surface.  This  is  pumped  to  the 
surface  and  evaporated,  and  the  resulting 
salt  purified  for  commerce. 

In  eastern  Texas  there  have  long  been 
known  lo\v  pieces  of  ground  called  “salines,” 
at  which  salt  has  been  manufactured  by  sink- 
ing shallow  wells  and  evaporating  the  water 
taken  from  them.  At  one  of  these.  Grand 
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Saline,  in  \"an  Zant  counly,  a well  was  sunk, 
and  at  225  feet  a bed  of  rock  salt  was  struck, 
into  which  they  have  now  dug  dOO  feet  with- 
out getting  through  it.  Many  other  similar 
salines  are  known  in  eastern  Texas  and  west- 
ern Louisiana,  and  the  great  deposits  of  rock- 
salt  developed  at  Petit  Anse  and  ^'an  Zandt 
under  [)i-actically  similar  circumstances  is 
certaiidy  warrant  onouo'h  for  boriiiir  at  the 
other  salines  for  similar  beds.  Some  of  these 
localities  are  in  Smith  and  Anderson  comities. 

In  the  Carlioniferous  area  many  of  the 
wells  yield  salt  water,  sometimes  strong 
enough  to  render  them  unfitted  for  any 
ordinary  puipose,  but  no  attempt  has  been 
made  at  their  utilization.  There  are  also 
brine  wells  in  limited  areas  in  central  Texas. 

Alkalleti.-  -The  source  from  which  the 
salts  of  potash  and  soda  can  be  obtained  in 
Texas  are:  The  alkali  lakes,  wliere  there  is  a 
large  percentage  of  sulphate  of  soda  (Glauber 
salts)  deposited  by  the  evaporation  of  the 
water.  Its  impurities  consist  of  some  sul- 
phate of  lime,  or  gypsum,  and  common  salt. 

Nitre,  or  saltpeter,  was  made  from  bat 
guano  during  the  late  war,  but,  the  necessity 
for  its  manufacture  endincr,  it  was  abandoned. 

Ahnn,. — The  best  material  for  the  manu- 
facture of  alum  is  found  in  the  clay  of  the 
lignitic  portion  of  the  timber  belt,  or  Fayette 
beds,  which  contain  both  pyrites  and  lignitic 
matter.  Nearly  all  tiie  material  used  in  the 
production  of  alum  in  this  country  is  im- 
ported. 

Strontla. — Two  mineralshaving  this  earth 
as  a base  (celestite  and  strontianite)  are  found 
in  the  lower  magnesian  rocks  of  the  Cretace- 
ous of  central  Texas.  It  is  found  at  Mount 
lionnel  near  Austin,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lampasas,  and  can  be  expected  to  occur 
wherever  the  proper  horizon  of  the  Creta- 
ceous rocks  containing  it  are  found  at  the  sur- 


face. It  is  not  only  used  in  the  form  of 
nitrate  for  tirewoi'ks,  but  also  in  the  manu- 
facture (>f  smnir. 

O 

Kpxoiiilte. — Crystalline  tnasses  of  Epsom 
salts  are  foutid  in  the  same  series  of  beds 
that  contain  the  sti’/nitiiinite  and  celestite. 
It  is  extremely  donlufid,  however,  whether 
it  can  be  made  comnunciallv  valiialde. 

THK  AKl'KSIAN  WATKU  OONDirioNS  OF  TEXAS. 

Artesian  water  is  rain  water  which  has 
fallen  on  some  porous  bed  or  stratum  of 
earth  and  has  followed  the  sloping  course  of 
this  bed  between  other  beds,  which  were 
snfHciently  impervious  to  confine  it  until  it 
has  found  an  opening  to  the  surface,  either 
natural  or  artificial,  at  a lower  level  than  its 
original  source,  through  which  it  rises  and 
flows  off.  When  this  opening  is  a natural 
one,  it  is  a spring;  when  artificial,  it  is  an 
artesian  well. 

The  artesian-water  conditions  of  a region 
are  dependent  upon  its  geology,  topography 
and  its  rainfall.  The  geologic  conditions  are 
that  there  shall  be  a continuous  porous 
stratum  enclosed  between  two  strata  that  are 
impervious.  Topographically  it  is  necessary 
that  the  exposed  portioJi  of  this  porous 
stratum  — the  “ catchment  ” basin — be  at 
sufficient  elevation  above  that  of  the  mouth 
of  the  wells  to  force  a steady  flow  of  w^ater 
by  hydrostatic  pressure;  and  finally  the  rain- 
fall must  be  sufficient  within  the  area  cov- 
ered by  the  catchment  basin  to  secure  the 
steady  supply  of  water.  Unless  all  of  these 
conditions  be  favorable  there  can  be  no  con- 
stant supply  of  flowing  water  obtained. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  discussion,  Texas 
is  readily  separable  into  three  divisions, — 
the  Gulf  Slope  (Cenozoic),  the  (Vntral  Basin 
(Paleozoic) and  the  Western  Mountain  system. 
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Tlie  arcii  covered  by  the  Gulf  Slope  in-  , 
eludes  all  the  reirion  east  and  south  of  the 
western  and  noi’thern  boundary  of  the  Grand 
I’rairie  ])lateau,  which  stretches  southward  j 
from  the  lied  river  to  the  Colorado,  and 
thence  westward  to  the  Rio  Grande.  In  area 
this  comprises  fully  one-half  of  the  State  and 
by  far  the  most  thickly  settled  portion. 

The  Central  llasin  includes  all  that  por- 
tion of  the  State  west  and  north  of  the  Grand 
I’rairie,  extending  to  the  Gaudalupe  moun- 
tains on  the  west. 

The  Western  Mountain  System  covers  the 
remainder  of  trans-Pecos  Texas. 

The  Gulf  Slope  is  in  a certain  degree  a 
continuation  of  the  topographic  and  geologic 
features  of  tin?  States  eastward  which  border 
upon  the  Gulf,  hut  in  some  ways  its  ditler- 
ences  are  as  pronounced  as  its  resemblances. 
Thus,  with  the  exception  of  a little  marshy 
ground  in  the  southeastern  corner,  there  is 
none  along  the  entire  coast.  Differences  in 
amount  and  character  of  rainfall  and'  of  tem- 
perature have  also  resulted  in  the  production 
of  a somewhat  different  topograjihy,  especial- 
ly toward  the  Kio  Grande,  and  the  soils  of 
certain  formations  are  of  far  greater  fertility 
than  those  derived  from  rocks  of  similar  age 
in  the  other  States,  owing  to  peculiar  condi- 
tions of  formation. 

The  different  sediments  which  now  appear 
covering  the  surface  of  this  area  were  laid 
down  by  the  waters  of  a great  sea,  which  in 
its  present  restricted  basin  we  call  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico. 

Beginning  at  the  coast  in  low  atul  almost 
level  prairies  the  ascent  is  gradual  toward 
the  interior,  in  many  places  not  exceeding 
one  foot  per  mile  for  the  first  fifty  miles. 
Through  thiscomparatively  level  plain,  which 
comprises  the  exposure  of  the  strata  em- 
braced under  the  general  name  of  “coast 


clays,  ” the  streams  move  sluggishly  in  tor- 
tuous channels,  and  for  the  most  part  through 
an  open  prairie  country,  the  only  timber  be- 
ing along  such  water  courses  and  in  scattered 
motts  or  islands.  As  we  j)ass  inland  this  is 
succeeded  l)y  other  belts  which,  having  l)ceti 
longer  subjected  to  erosion,  show  a surface 
more  and  more  undulating  as  we  recede  from 
the  gulf.  The  ascent  is  also  more  lapid,  and 
some  elevations  of  as  much  as  700  feet 
are  found,  as  at  Ghent  mountain,  Chero- 
kee county;  hut  such  are  unusual  south  of 
the  Grand  prairie.  This  character  of  country 
is  continuous  from  the  gulf  to  the  western 
scarp  of  the  Grand  prairie,  east  of  the  Brazos 
river.  West  of  the  Colorado  river  the  undu- 
latirur  country  ends  at  the  foot  of  the  south- 
ern scarp  of  the  Grand  prairie,  which  is  a 
line  of  elevations  known  as  the  Balcones, 
from  the  top  of  which  the  Grand  prairie 
stretches  away  north  and  west  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  The  eastern  portion  of  these  belts 
is  heavily  timbered,  but  throughout  the 
greater  portion — west  of  the  ninety -sixth 
meridian — the  quantity  of  timber  rapidly  de- 
creases and  the  prairie  conditions  become 
altnost  universal.  The  general  elevation  east 
and  south  of  the  Grand  prairie  is  less  than 
500  feet. 

The  Grand  prairie  itself  is  a great  plateau, 
preserved  in  its  present  extent  by  the  resis- 
tence  to  erosion  afforded  by  its  .capping  of 
limestones,  and  is  a marked  topographic  fea- 
ture of  the  State.  Beginning  at  Red  river 
it  extends  in  a gradually  widening  belt  to  the 
south,  until  its  western  border  meets  the 
Colorado  in  Lampasas  county,  from  which 
point  it  is  contracted  rapidly  until  it  finds  its 
narrowest  exposure  in  crossing  the  river  in 
Travis  county  north  of  Austin.  From  this 
point  west  it  broadens  rapidly,  until  it  is 
meroed  into  the  mountainous  ti-ans-]’ecos 
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U‘t{ion.  Tte  iiei^ht  a!)ove  the  country  on 
(utlicr  side  is  variable.  On  its  eastern  border, 
from  Jied  river  to  the  llrazos,  there  is  not 
tliat  abruptness  of  separation  wliich  distiut 
guishes  it  at  otlier  places  from  the  upper 
and  lower  formations.  In  the  northern  por- 
tion this  plateau  begins  with  an  elevation  of 
from  GOO  to  1,200  feet  above  sea  level.  West 
of  the  Colorado  its  northern  edge  reaches  a 
height  of  2.300  feet  in  the  ridge  which  forms 
the  divide  between  the  water  flowing  into  the 
Colorado  and  that  tlowincr  south.  The  south- 
ern  border  is,  however,  hardly  ever  more  than 
700  feet  in  height,  and  usually  not  so  high. 
The  western  and  m>rthern  edcre  of  tlie  Grand 

O 

prairie  is,  generally  speaking,  topographically 
higher  than  the  eastern  and  southern,  and  the 
dip  of  the  beds  is  very  gentle  toward  the 
southeast. 

The  break  between  the  Grand  prairie  and 
the  Central  Basin  region  is  equally  as  decided 
as  that  between  the  undulating  country  and 
‘‘  Balcones’  country  ” on  the  south,  and  were 
it  not  for  its  intimate  relations,  geologically, 
with  the  “Coastal  Slope,”  the  topographic 
features  of  the  Grand  prairie  would  entitle  it 
to  be  considered  a division  by  itself. 

Both  topographically  and  geologically  this 
area  presents  a gradual  fall  from  the  interior 
toward  the  gulf  coast,  but  the  average  slope 
of  the  surface  toward  the  southeast  is  less 
than  the  dip  of  the  strata  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, and  as  there  has  been  no  disturbancesof 
suthcient  magnitude  to  complicate  thegeology 
except  the  uplift  which  brought  up  the  Bal- 
cones (and  that  of  Ihlot  Knot)  and  similar 
areas  if  it  be  later,  as  it  possibly  is),  we  find 
tlie  outcropping  edges  of  the  beds  of  earlier  and 
earlier  age  as  we  pa.ss  from  the  coast  to  tlie 
interior.  These  various  beds  are  exposed  in 
bands  of  less  or  greater  width,  which  are,  in  a 
general  way,  parallel  with  the  present  gulf  coast. 


The  coast  clays,  which  are  the  most  recent 
of  these,  and  which  form  a part  of  the  pres- 
ent flour  of  the  gulf,  are  very  impervious, 
variously  coloreil,  calcareous  clays,  which 
often  form  bluffs  along  the  bay  shores  and 
i-ivei-  banks.  The  level  belt  of  this  formation 
varies  from  50  to  100  miles  in  wddth. 

The  Grange  sands  underlyiiio-  these  are 
mottled  red  and  white  sands  which  are  well 
e.\p<jsed  below'  Willis,  on  the  International  & 
Great  Northern  Railroad,  and  at  other  places. 
The  Fayette  beds,  w’hich  underlie  these,  are 
made  up  also  of  sands  and  clays,  but  of 
entirely  different  character  and  structure. 
The  sand  greatly  predominates,  especially  in 
the  center,  wdiere  great  beds  of  sand  and 
sandstone  and  millstone  grit  occur. 

The  clays,  instead  of  being  massive,  are 
usually  thinly  laminated  and  of  very  light 
color  wherev-er  exposed  to  the  air,  and  are 
found  both  underlying  and  overlying  the 
sands,  as  well  as  interbedded  with  them. 
They  extend  along  the  line  of  the  Houston 
ife  Texas  Central  Railway  from  Waller  to 
near  Giddings.  A study  of  these  beds  in 
the  vicinity  of  Ledbetter  showed  nearly  400 
feet  of  sandy  strata  included  between  the  two 
series  of  clays. 

The  dip  of  the  strata  toward  the  gulf  is 
not  much  greater  than  that  of  the  suiface  of 
the  country.  For  this  reason  the  exposure 
of  the  sand-bed  on  the  surface  is  very  wide — 
a circumstance  of  greatest  importance,  as  it 
aives  an  immense  catchment  area  for  the 
rain-water. 

These  Fayette  sands  form  a range  of  hills 
and  give  rise  to  the  most  striking  topo- 
graphic feature  of  the  coast  region.  Every 
river  in  its  passage  to  the  gulf  pays  tribute 
to  and  is  deflected  by  them.  J\Iany  smaller 
streams  have  their  course  entirely  determined 
by  them,  while  the  coast  rivers,  of  which  the 
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Sati  Jacinto  and  Jiutfalo  are  types,  liave  their 
origin  on  tlieir  southern  slope.  At  liock- 
laiul,  in  Tyler  county,  and  alotig  the  various 
railroads  that  cross  the  area  of  these  sands, 
as  shown  upon  the  map,  ty[)ical  seetiuus  can  j 
be  seen.  The  base  of  these  beds  are  sandy 
clays  and  sands,  with  some  lignite. 

The  strata  often  contain  carbonate  of  lime 
in  appreciable  quantities,  and  sulphur  and 
gypsum  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

The  timber-belt  beds  are  composed  of 
siliceous  and  criauconitic  sands  with  white, 
brown  and  black  clays,  and  have  associated 
with  them  lignite  beds  sometimes  as  much 
as  twelve  feet  in  thickness;  iron  pyrites, 
gypsum  and  various  bituminous  materials 
also  occur.  Carbonate  of  lime  is  also  widely 
disseminated  tlirongbout  the  beds,  sometimes 
as  limestone,  but  more  often  as  calcareous 
concretions  or  in  calcareous  sandstones. 

The  basal  clays  are,  as  the  name  implies, 
beds  of  stratified  clays  and  contain  masses 
of  concretionary  limestone  and  large  quanti- 
ties of  gypsum. 

The  Upper  Cretaceous  is  composed  in  its 
upper  members  of  great  beds  of  clay  some- 
what similar  to  the  basal  clays  above,  which 
were  doubtless  derived  from  these.  This  is 
underlaid  by  the  Austin  chalk,  below  which 
we  find  another  series  of  clay  shales  over- 
lying  the  lower  cross  timber  sands. 

The  rock  formation  of  the  Grand  prairie 
belongs  to  the  Lower  Cretaceous  series,  and 
consists  of  a great  thickness  of  limestones 
and  chalks — magnesian,  arenaceous  and  even 
argillaceous  in  places — -which  is  underlaid  by 
a great  bed  of  sand  and  conglomerate,  known 
as  the  Trinity  Sands. 

We  have  in  these  formations,  therefore, 
well  marked  and  definite  sandy  or  porous 
l)cds,  which  are  enclosed  l)y  others  practically 
impervious.  Some  of  these  are  the  (Ji-anoe 


sands,  the  middle  portion  of  the  Fayette  beds, 
the  lower  cross  timber  sands  and  the  upper 
cross  timber  or  Trinity  sands.  On  the  low<;r 
Uio  Grande  there  occurs  a laic.k  Uuowu  as 
the  Carrizo  .sandstone,  the  geologic  age  ol 
which  is  not  yet  e.xactly  detenniued,  but 
which  must  l)e  incliuleil  among  the  other 
water-bearing  beds. 

That  these  beds  are  indeed  “catchment” 
basins  and  fully  capable  of  supplying  the 
belts  nearer  the  gulf  with  flowing  water  has 
been  amply  verified  by  actual  and  successful 
boring.  In  the  coast- clay  belt  artesian  water 
has  been  secured  in  many  plac.es,  as  at 
Houston  and  vicinity,  at  Galveston,  at  Ve- 
lasco, at  Corpus  Christ',  and  at  various  other 
points.  The  shallowest  of  these  wells  is  at 
Vorktown,  De  Witt  county,  where  artesian 
water  was  secured  at  a dejith  of  a very  few 
feet.  At  Houston  water  is  obtained  in  wells 
from  150  to  400  feet  deep,  and  the  water  is 
practically  free  from  mineral  matter.  At 
Galveston,  fifty  miles  southeast,  the  wells  are 
from  GOO  to  1,000  feet  deep,  and  yield  water 
cai-rying  salt,  etc.,  in  small  quantities.  The 
flovv  at  Velasco  is  reported  to  be  good,  but  at 
CorpusChristi  it  is  highly  charged  with  min- 
eral matter.  The-quantity  of  mineral  matter 
contained  in  the  water  seems  to  vary  with 
the  depth  and  distance  from  the  outcrop  of 
the  “ catchment  ” basin. 

It  can  be  stated,  therefore,  from  our  pres- 
ent knowledoe  that  throughout  the  coast- 
clay  district  artesian  water  can  be  obtained 
where  the  topographic  conditions  ai-e  suit- 
able, but  that  it  may  be  more  or  less  im[)reg- 
nated  with  mineral  matter  leached  out  of  the 
coiitaining  stratn m. 

While  the  timber-belt  beds  are  not  classed 
as  artesian  beds,  it  is  nevertheless  the  fact 
that  favorable  conditiniis  exist  in  numerous 
I localitie',  and,  although  'lo  great  flows  have 
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been  secured,  still  flowing  water  lias  been 
found  in  several  [ilaccs;  for  example,  various 
localities  in  Robertson  county  and  at  Liv- 
iiurston,  l\ilk  coiiiitv. 

The  lowvi’  cross  timbers  form  the  second 
“ catcbmeut  ” basin,  but  fi'om  their  location 
have  not  been  fouinl  to  yield  as  good  a flow 
as  can  be  obtained  by  going  deeper,  to  the 
Trinity  sands. 

The  Carrizo  sandstone  outcrops  along  a 
line  drawn  at  a point  on  the  Nueces  river 
south  of  the  town  of  Uvalde  to  a ])oint-ten 
miles  west  of  Carrizo  Springs,  and  ten 
miles  north  of  that  p<»int,  on  the  ranch  of 
Mr.  V iviau,  produces  a stream  of  excellent 
water  four  inches  in  diameter  from  a well 
175  feet  deep.  This  stratum  of  sandstone 
ought  to  be  reached  at  Laredo  at  a depth  of 
from  500  to  GOO  feet. 

The  third  and  possibly  best  e.xplored  col- 
lecting area  is  that  of  the  Trinity  sands. 
This  bed,  the  Trinity  or  upper  cross  timber 
sands,  is  the  base  of  'the  Lower  Cretaceous 
system,  and  is  the  great  water-bearing  bed 
east  and  south  of  the  central  basin.  In  its 
many  exposures  and  from  the  material 
brought  up  from  it  in  boring,  its  composi- 
tion is  shown  to  be  clear  white  grains  of 
quartz,  slightly  rounded  to  much  worn,  con- 
taining a few  grains  of  red  and  black  chert. 

It  is  for  the  most  part  practically  free  of 
soluble  mineral  matter,  and  the  water  derived 
from  it  is  often  of  excellent  quality.  From 
its  position,  chai-acter  and  extent  it  forms  a 
most  important  member  in  the  geology  of 
Texas.  The  water  which  falls  upon  the  e.x'- 
posed  edge  of  this  belt  is  carrie<l  under  the  j 
limestone  of  the  Grand  prairie  plateau,  and  j 
part  of  it  breaks  forth  in  a system  of  great  j 
springs  which  extend  from  Williamson  county  j 
by  Austin.  Sati  Marcos  and  New  Braunfels,  ! 
towai'd  the  Bccos.  These  spi-ings  are  natu-  1 


ral  artesian  wells,  which  owe  their  existence 
to  the  fault  lines  cause<l  by  the  disturbances, 
already  alluded  to,  which  formed  the  Bal- 
cones.  The  l•emain<ler  of  the  water  con- 
tinues its  course  below  the  overlying  forma- 
tions, and  can  be  reached  at  almost  any  point 
east  and  south  of  the  Grand  prairie  to  the 
border  of  the  basal  clays  of  the  Tertiary. 
Wells  ai-e  very  nmnerous  and  vaiy  in  depth 
with  distance  from  catchment  arc'a  from  100 
to  2,000  feet.  They  can  not  be  named  in 
detail  here,  but  the  pi-incipal  boring  has  been 
at  Fort  Worth.  Dallas.  Waco,  Austin,  Taylor, 
San  Antonio,  and  in  Somervell,  Coryell, 
Hood  and  BoS(jue  counties.  These  prove 
that  artesian  cotiditions  exist,  ami  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  wells  bored  in  suitable 
localities  will  prove  successful. 

West  of  the  Grand  prairie  plateau  we  And 
the  central  basin  i-egion,  which  is  principally 
occupied  by  strata  of  the  Paleozoic  forma- 
tions. The  eastern  and  southern  border  of 
this  area  is  plainly  market!  by  the  scarp  of 
the  Grand  jirairie.  Its  westerji  border  is  not 
determined  further  than  that  in  Texas  it  is 
terminated  by  the  Giiadaloupe  mountains  in 
El  Paso  county.  In  its  topography  it  shows 
a gradual  elevation  towai-d  the  west,  most 
usually,  however,  in  a series  of  steps  which 
rise  one  above  the  other,  having  the  ascent 
facing  toward  the  southeast  and  a long  gentle 
slope  toward  the  west,  the  average  rise  being 
less  than  eight  feet  per  mile. 

At  the  edge  of  the  Staked  Plain,  which  is 
a newer  formation  superimpo.sed  u]k»ii  these, 
there  is  an  abru])t  elevation  of  from  200  to 
300  feet  in  places,  and  a continued  rise 
toward  the  west  to  a heicrht  of  3,100  feet. 
West  of  the  Pecos  the  rise  is  much  more 
rapid,  being  about  liftecii  feet  per  mile.  The 
dip  of  the  strata,  which  on  the  east  is  towaial 
the  noi  thwost  not  exceeding  forty  feet  to  the 
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mile,  is  reversed,  tliat  is,  it  is  to  the  south- 
east, and  brinofs  the  edojes  of  the  strata  to  the 
surface  affain  after  crossino;  the  river.  In 
the  soutlieast  corner  of  this  region  we  find 
the  Arclnear.  area  of  Llano  conihy,  around 
which  the  upturned  edges  of  the  older  paleo- 
zoic rocks  are  e.\ posed  at  a considerably 
irreater  elevation  than  that  of  the  basin  north 
of  them,  giving  the  overlying  rocks  of  the 
basin  itself  a northward  dip. 

The  western  e.\tension  of  this  southern 
border  has  not  been  examined.  We  find  the 
northern  border  of  our  basin  in  the  Wichita 
mountains  in  the  Indian  Territory,  wliere  the 
e<lge  of  the  Silurian  rocks  is  again  exposed 
at  a liigher  altitude  than  the  interior  portion 
of  our  region.  This  region  is,  therefore,  of 
a basin  form  of  structure,  with  the  exposed 
edges  of  its  lower  members  and  the  under- 
Iving  rocks  topographically  higher  on  the 
northern,  western  and  southern  borders  than 
on  the  east  or  in  the  center. 

The  formations  which  occupy  this  basin, 
if  we  except  some  overl^dug  cretaceous  and 
the  plains  formation,  are  almost  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  Carbonifei-ons  and  Permian  sys- 
tems. These  consist  of  beds  of  limestone, 
sandstone,  sands,  clays  and  shales,  with  coal, 
gypsum  and  salt  as  associated  deposits.  The 
general  dip  of  all  the  strata  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  basis  is  to  the  northwest,  but 
its  elevation  along  the  eastern  border  is  less 
than  in  almost  any  other  portioti  of  it;  conse- 
quently there  can  be  little  hope  of  finding 
artesian  water  from  any  catchment  area  on 
this  side,  although  some  of  the  strata  (the 
lower  sandstone  and  shales)  are  well  adapted 
for  carrying  water,  and  where  suitable  topo- 
graphic conditions  exist  do  furnish  artesian 
water.  An  instanc.e  of  this  is  found  in  the 
(lowing  well  at  (Jordon,  but  such  cases  ai'C 
the  excejition  and  not  the  rule.  The  same 


series  of  sandstones  and  shales  are  exposed 
on  the  southeastern  border,  and  the  flowing 
wells  at  and  around  Tidckham  and  Waldrip 
find  their  supply  in  them.  The  conditions 
are  very  favorable  in  the  valley  ot  the  (Jolo- 
rado  and  some  distance  north,  betwi'cn  the 
yUth  and  100th  meridians,  for  similar  wells. 
The  rocks  of  this  age  are  covered  by  later 
deposits  in  the  Wichita  mountains,  and  it  is 
therefore  impossible  to  judge  of  the  possibil- 
ity of  their  water-bearing  character  there. 
Similar  rocks  are  exposed  on  the  western 
border  of  this  basin,  in  the  vicinity  of  Van 
Horn  and  further  north  in  the  Guadaloupe 
mountains.  They  are  reached  by  a well  832 
feet  deep  at  Toyah,  some  seventy  miles  east 
of  Van  IJorn.  This  well  has  an  abundant 
how.  We  have,  therefore,  in  the  lower  mem- 
bers of  the  Carboniferous  rocks  of  this  basin 
water-bearing  strata,  the  exposed  edges  of 
which  on  the  southeast  and  west  are  suffi- 
ciently elevated  to  furnish  artesian  water  to 
portions  of  the  basins  in  their  immediate 
vicinity. 

AVe  do  not  know  what  interruptions  to  the 
subterranean  flow  may  exist  in  the  way  of 
dikes  or  fissures,  and  therefore  the  areal  ex- 
tent of  this  portion  favorably  situated  cannot 
be  given  until  the  topography  and  geology 
are  better  known.  The  (juality  of  the  water 
from  every  well  thus  far  secured  in  this 
basin,  whicli  has  its  origin  in  this  sei-ies  of 
rocks,  is  highly  saline,  and  it  is  .^afe  to 
assume  from  this  and  from  the  character  of 
the  deposits  that  no  fresh  water  can  be  ob- 
tained from  this  source.  Therefore,  if  the 
supply  be  general  over  the  entire  region,  it 
will  oidy  be  adapted  for  limited  uses.  In 
addition  to  this,  this  water-bearing  bed  can 
be  reached  in  tln^  greater  portion  of  the 
region  only  after  pa&sing  through  the  entire 
series  of  Permian  sti’ata  and  tho.-e  ot  the  up 
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permost  Carboniferous,  amounting  in  all  to 
2,000  oi-  3,000  feet,  or  evcm  more  in  places. 

If  there  lie  any  otlier  hope  for  an  arte.sian 
wafer  supply  in  this  region,  the  catchment 
areittiust  he  eitlier  in  the  pre-Carhoniferoiis 
rocks  of  tlie  central  mineitil  retrion  and  the 

O 

^Vicllita  mountains  or  in  the  Cuadaloupe  and 
conn  *cted  ranges.  Tliat  such  a catchment 
area  e.vists  on  tlie  south  is  fully  pro\ed  l>y 
the  powerful  springs  at  Lampasas  and  in  San 
Saba  county,  all  of  which  have  their  origin 
below  the  rocks  of  Carboniferous  age.  Some 
of  these  springs,  such  as  the  Lampasas,  have  | 
their  vent  through  rocks  of  this  period,  but 
they  belong  to  the  very  lowest  strata,  and 
the  temperature  of  the  water  proves  that  it 
comes  from  still  greater  depths.  All  such 
water  is  highly  mineralized,  but  much  of  it 
seems  siiitable  for  general  uses  after  e.xposu re 
to  the  air  has  dis])elled  the  sulphuretted  hy- 
drogen. Others  of  these  springs,  like  that 
at  Cherokee,  San  Saba  county,  spring  through 
rocks  below  the  Carboniferous,  and  these  fur- 
nish water  of  an  excellent  quality.  The  dij) 
of  these  rocks  is  much  greater  than  the  over- 
lying  Carboniferous,  and  the  water  supply 
would  tlierefore  be  rapidly  carried  beyond 
the  depths  of  ordinary  artesian  borings.  The 
conditions  of  outcropping  strata  are  similar 
in  the  Wichita  mountains  to  those  of  Llano 
and  San  Saba  counties,  but  we  have  no  such 
evidence  in  the  way  of  springs  to  prove  their 
vabie,  and  no  boring  has  been  carried  far 
enough  to  test  the  matter,  although  prepara- 
tions are  now  under  way  to  do  so.  No  rocks 
of  similar  age  have  been  ob.=;erved  in  the 
Guadaloupes.  AVe  must  thei-efore  conclude 
that  while  the  artesian  conditions  of  the  cen- 
tral basin  are  not  unfavorable,  the  prohabili- 
ties  are  against  securing  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  sulHciently  free  from  mineral  matter 
to  be  of  use  for  general  purposes,  unless  it 


be  from  the  sandstones  of  the  Gnadaloupe 
mountains,  which  would  require  sinking  to 
impracticable  depths  in  most  places.  All  ex- 
ceptions will  be  of  purely  lo(;al  extent  and 
will  re(juire  much  local  topographic  and  geo- 
logical work  for  their  designation. 

O T~> 

Tliere  still  remains  the  area  of  the  Staked 
Plains  formation  to  be  discussed,  but  our 
knowledge  of  its  geology  is  too  limited  to 
permit  anything  but  the  most  general  state- 
ment. The  upper  portion  of  the.'^e  plains  is 
composed  of  strata  of  later  Tertiary  or  possi- 
bly (Quaternary  age,  underlaid  by  a conglom- 
erate and  sandstone  of  earlier  date  than  the 
Trinity  sands,  dipping  southeast.  It  is  this 
bed  that  furnishes  the  surface  water  of  the 
plains,  and  from  it  gush  the  headwatei'S  that 
form  the  Colorado,  Li’azos,  and  Ked  rivers. 
The  beds  underlying  this  are  probably  Per- 
mian on  the  southern  border,  but  newer  for- 
mations may  intervene  toward  the  north.  It 
is  possible  that  this  conglomerate  bed  may 
yield  artesian  water  near  the  western  border 
of  the  State,  and  it  is  said  that  one  sucli 
well  has  been  secured.  It  is  the  opinion  of 

the  State  Geologist,  however,  based  on  such 
o’  ’ _ * 

knowledge  as  he  can  obtain,  that  the 
probabilities  of  artesian  water  on  the  plains 
are  rather  unfavorable  than  otherwise.  It 
will  require  a considerable  amount  of  woi’k 
in  western  New  Mexico  to  decide  the  matter 
finally. 

The  well  at  Pecos  City  most  probably  be- 
lon<»'S  to  the  series  newer  than  that  descidbed 

O 

under  the  Grand  prairie  region,  ami  there- 
fore fj-ives  no  clue  to  the  area  north  of  it. 

The  trans- Pecos  mountain  district  frotn  the 
Guadaloujie  mountains  to  the  Rio  Grande 
consists  of  mimerous  mountain  ranges  and 
detached  peaks  which  rise  from  comparatively 
level  plains.  These  plains  are  composed  of 
loose  material  which  has  been  derix'ed  from 
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llie  erotiioii  of  tlie  mountains  and  sometimes 
lias  a tliickness  of  over  1,000  feet,  as  is  proved 
by  tlie  wells  along  the  Texas  Paeitic  & South- 
ern Pacitie  railways.  The  geologic  formations 
of  the  mountains  themselves  consist  of  granites, 
^uudstones,  schists,  and  (juartzites  and  Siluri- 
an, Carhoniferoiis,  and  Cretaceous  limestones. 
'I’he  whole  area  is  faulted,  broken,  and  cut  by 
intrusive  porphyries,  basalts,  granites,  and 
other  eruptives. 

These  conditions  of  structure  prevent  any 
other  than  a general  unfavorable  report  on 
the  district,  althouo-h  in  certain  localities 
conditions  may,  and  probably  do,  exist  favor- 
able to  the  securing  of  artesian  water. 

O 

Mineral  springs  are  to  be  found  every- 
where in  the  world,  the  financial  success  at- 
tending the  management  of  them  depending 
mainly  upon  advertising  and  equipment.  It 
is  therefore  unnecessary  to  detail  here  the 
springs  and  wells  that  are  frequently  visited 
for  medicinal  purposes.  The  mineral  ele- 
ments of  such  waters  generally  comprise  com- 
mon salt,  sulphur,  magnesia,  soda,  iron,  salts 
of  lime  and  potash  and  traces  of  a few  other 
minerals,  and  often  of  ororanic  matter.  More 
or  less  of  these  elements  are  also  to  be  found 
in  nearly  all  artesian  water. 

CAVES. 

Caves  are  very  numerous  in  the  limestones 
of  the  Carboniferous,  and  some  of  them  are 
very  extensive.  Very  few  of  them  have  been 
explored  for  any  purpose  other  than  idle 
curiosity.  ‘T  entered  only  one  of  them,” 
says  a member  of  the  geological  staff,  “and 
traversed  it  about  three-fourths  of  a mile. 
Sometimes  the  roof  would  be  hioh  overhead, 
and  then  again  to  crawl  upon  our  hands 
and  knees.  There  were  lateral  openings 
at  different  places,  but  the  main  opening,  i 


Most  of  the  way  the  bottom  was  dry,  ' 
but  here  and  there  a pool  of  water  would 
be  found  standing  in  a basin  of  calcareous 
rock.  Stalacrmites  covered  the  floor  and 

D 

stalactites  hung  from  the  top.  We  came 
I to  a place  wliere  thei-e  was  a descent  of  the 
liottom  of  the  cave  for  several  feet,  and,  low- 
j ering  our  candles  into  the  opening,  found  on 
i ac'count  of  the  gas  they  would  not  burn;  so 
we  retraced  our  way  to  the  entrance.  This 
cave  is  in  the  massive  limestone,  three  miles 
; down  the  Colorado  river,  on  the  west  side 
from  the  Sulphur  Spring,  and  just  below  the 
mouth  of  Falls  Creek.” 

Other  caves  have  large  quantities  of  guano 
in  them,  deposited  by  the  bats.  Some  of  these 
deposits  are  twenty  feet  thick,  and  are  of  un- 
known extent.  These  caves  wall,  in  the  near 
future,  no  doubt,  be  fully  explored,  and  their 
valuable  beds  of  guano  put  upon  the  market. 

PETRIFACTIONS. 

Some  magnificent  specimens  of  petrifac- 
tion are  found  in  several  places  in  the  State. 

TKANS-PECOS  TEXAS. 

That  portion  of  western  Texas  lying  west 
of  the  Pecos  river  is  called  “trans-Pecos 
Texas.”  The  mineral  deposits  of  that  region 
are  proved  to  be  extensive  and  of  great 
richness; 

1.  Py  their  extensive  outcrops,  the  many 
assays  of  which  show  the  almost  universal 
presence  of  the  precious  metals  in  them. 

2.  Py  the  prospecting  and  work  already 
done. 

The  advantages  offered  the  miners  and 
prospectors  are; 

1.  The  ease  with  which  the  outcrops  may 
be  distinguished. 
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2.  The  proximity  to  railroad  transporta- 
tion and  ease  of  access  by  wagon  roads. 

3.  The  healtliy  climate  and  freedom  from 
fear  of  Indian  depredations. 

4.  Little  need  of  timbering  for  mines. 

Tlie  disadvantages  are: 

1.  The  present  clouded  titles  of  certain 
districts. 

2.  The  lack  of  definite  land  lines,  mark- 
ing exact  boundaries  between  surveys. 

3.  The  lack  of  surface  water.  (This  can 
be  supplied  by  reservoirs  or  can  be  found  in 
the  mines  themselves.) 

4.  The  demand  for  a yearly  cash  payment 
on  each  claim  in  addition  to  the  amount  of 
work  required. 

All  of  these  disadvantages  except  the  third 
can  be  removed  by  proper  legislative  action, 
and  the  country  opened  to  prospectors  in 
earnest,  and  as  easy  terms  offered  as  those  by 
Mexico  and  other  sister  States.  When  this 
is  done,  and  not  sooner,  may  we  expect  to  see 
trans-Fecos  Texas  take  that  position  among 
the  mining  countries  of  the  world  which  the 
richness  of  her  deposits  so  surely  w'arrants. 

While  western  Texas  has  been  regarded  as 
perfectly  valueless,  and  its  value  doubted  even 
now,  because  it  is  not  settled  by  fanners  and 
stock-raisers,  and  the  fact  is  that  it  is  not  and 
will  not  be  fit  for  farming  and  stock-raising 
without  water  reservoirs  and  irrigation,  there 
are  in  the  mountains  mineral  districts  of  un- 
cernmon  value.  The  question  arises,  why 
have  these  resources  not  been  developed? 

This  can  be  answered  by  simply  hinting  at 
the  circumstances  as  they  existed  in  western 
Texas  up  to  a few  years  ago.  In  former 
years  the  want  of  water,  added  to  the  danger 
of  Indians,  prevented  the  settling  of  western 
Texas;  and  even  travelers  hurried  through 
parts  of  the  country,  as  the  Sierra  de  los  Do- 
lores (“  the  Mountains  of  Miseiy,’'  now  Quit-  ' 


man  and  surrounding  mountains),  with  its 
Puerta  de  los  Laitienfaciones  (“Gate  of 
Lamentations”),  and  nobody  stoj)ped  long 
enough  to  examine  the  mountains  for  their 
mineral  resources;  or  if  perchance  some  one 
did  stop  he  did  so  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  as 
is  proved  by  the  numerous  graves  which  aic 
found  in  the  monntains. 

Up  to  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  military  de- 
tachments were  kept  at  stage  stations  on  the 
road  to  Fort  Davis  and  El  Paso,  to  protect 
these  stations  from  the  Indians.  Under  such 
circumstances  travelers  were  not  inclined  to 
lie  over  at  the  station  houses,  which  were 
uninviting,  and  to  make  geological  examina- 
tions of  the  hills  and  mountains,  or  try  to 
ascertain  their  ore-bearing  character. 

The  daring  pioneers  who  prospected  and 
who  began  the  development  of  other  mineral 
districts  of  the  United  States  had  not  sufli- 
cient  inducement  to  undergo  like  hardships 
and  risk  their  time  and  life  in  Texas,  for  this 
State  had  no  mining  law  granting  to  pros- 
pectors any  right  to  discov^eries  they  may 
have  made.  The  Mexicans  living  along  the 
Rio  Grande  were  farmers, — very  indolent,  too 
poor  to  buy  arms,  too  timid  to  make  explora- 
tion trips  to  the  mountains  without  arms. 

In  1883  the  legislature  of  the  State  passed 
a miniim  law,  but  its  contents  and  ruling 
were  not  very  tempting.  Very  few  persons 
in  Texas  knew,  and  nobody  outside  the  State 
suspected,  that  there  was  really  a mining  law 
at  all.  It  was  quite  natural  that  no  mineral 
resources  were  expected  in  a State  which  did 
not  deem  it  worth  while  to  pass  sensible 
mining  laws. 

The  railroads  made  traveling  through 
trans-Pecos  Texas  easier  and  quite  dangerless. 
They  brought  mountain  ranges  which  were 
hardly  accessible  in  former  times  in  easier 
reach;  and  in  1889  the  legislature  of  the 
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State  passed  a new  mining  law.  The  terms, 
liowever,  under  which  this  law  grants  mining 
rights  to  prospectors  are  not  as  inviting  as 
tliose  of  the  minino-  laws  in  force  in  the 
minei-al  districts  in  other  States  of  tlie  United 
Slates  or  iSfexico.  There  are  very  few  actual 
inoepectors  who  are  able  or  willing  to  pay 
the  locating  and  recorditior  fees,  and  in  addi- 
tion  to  their  work  make  a payment  annually 
of  $50  in  cash  on  each  claim,  some  of  which 
they  may  not  wish  to  patent,  thus  ^entailing 
a loss  of  both  work  and  money.  This  feature 
of  the  law  encourages  capitalists  to  locate  and 
secure  mineral  lands  for  speculation,  and 
discourages,  or  it  may  even  be  said  excludes, 
the  actual  pros])ector.  This  law  does  not 
jjrevent  persons  from  erecting  corner  monu- 
ments of  fictitious  mineral  claims  wherever 
they  think  good  indications  might  be  found, 
which  will  at  least  serve  to  prevent  other 
honest  prospectors  from  locating  on,  them. 
There  are  numerous  such  bogus  locations, 
which  have  neither  been  surveyed  b}’  the 
authorized  surveyor,  nor  recorded  in  the 
1 md  office,  nor  the  assessment  work  done,  nor 
the  cash  payments  made  on  them.  There  is 
nobody  in  the  mineral  districts  to  watch  and 
prevent  such  work,  even  if  it  were  prohibited 
by  law.  The  required  annual  payment  of 
$50  on  each  claim  location  would  certainly 
benefit  the  school  or  university  funds  if 
locations  were  made  under  the  law;  but  under 
the  circumstances  very  few  locations  will  be 
made.  Most  of  the  alternate  sections,  as  well 
as  larger  tracts  of  school  and  university  land, 
in  West  Texas  in  their  present  condition  can 
not  be  sold  at  a reasonable  price;  they  can 
Tiot  be  rented  out  as  farming  or  grazing  land  ; 
they  therefore  bring  no  revenue  through 
taxation,  and  tln'y  are,  and  evidently  will 
reniain,  dead  capital  nt  lil  the  rninei'al  re- 
-oniv’cs  are  ilL'  cinpt^d  in  the  mountains,  and 


water  found  or  provided  for  in  the  fiats;  and 
the  present  mining  law  should  be  made  as 
favorable  as  is  possible  to  secure  this  develop- 
ment. But  this  is  not  the  only  drawback. 

The  titles  to  some  of  the  lands  of  west 
Texas  are  clouded  bv  large  ^lexican  or  Span- 
ish grants,  covering  hundreds,  and  some  of 
them  (as,  for  instance,  the  llongnillo  grant) 
thousands  of  square  miles  of  the  best  mineral 
and  prospective  farming  lands.  Prospectors 
who  are  able  and  who  are  willing  to  submit 
to  the  terms  of  the  mining  law'  are  afraid  to 
risk  time  and  money  wdthont  knowing  on 
whose  land  they  are  locating,  or  which  part}'. 
State,  railroad,  or  grantee,  has  a right  to 
grant  them  the  rights. 

In  other  parts  of  the  trans- Pecos  region, 
where  there  are  no  Spanish  or  Mexican  grants 
clouding  the  titles,  the  prospector  can,  in 
very  few  cases  only,  be  perfectly  certain 
whether  his  claim  is  located  on  State  or 
railroad  land,  even  though  the  location  be 
made  by  the  authorized  surveyor,  who  knows 
or  professes  to  know  the  lines.  The  terms 
which  are  offered  by  tbe  railroad  are  for  the 
most  part  so  exacting  that  in  fact  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  a prospector  to  accept  tlimn. 
Thus,  instead  of  offering  sufficient  induce- 
ments to  secure  a greater  amount  of  pros- 
pecting, everything  is  against  the  prospector, 
and  helps  to  prevent  the  development  of  the 
mineral  resources  of  the  State. 

The-  scarcity  of  water,  also  a drawback  to 
the  development  of  the  mineral  and  other 
resources  of  w'est  Texas,  can  be  overcome  by 
storage  reservoirs,  and  will  be  partially  over- 
come by  the  water  found  in  deeper  mines. 
The  scaicity  of  mining  timber  is  not  severely 
felt,  for  little  timbering  is  rc([uired  in  tlie 
solid  material  of  the  western  mountains. 

The  scarcity  of  fuel  is  a drawback,  the 
greatei’  *>ecause  it  prevents  the  utilization  ot 
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the  poorer  grade  of  ores  which  can  not  stand 
shipment,  and  also  in  less  degree  on  account 
of  its  need  for  use  under  steam  boilers  for 
hoisting,  pumping,  and  ventilating  machin- 
ery. Jlut  poorer  ores  might  be  stored  until 
the  coal  deposits  of  Texas  are  sulHciiuitly 
explored  and  developed  to  furnish  cheap  fuel, 
or  until  the  unjustihed  j)rejudice  against  the 
excellent  brown  coal  of  tlie  Tertiary  is  over- 
come sufliciently  to  bring  it  into  use. 

The  railroads  will  no  doubt  find  it  to  their 
interest  to  make  cheaper  freight  rates  for 
coal  and  ore  to  and  from  trans- Pecos  Texas. 

The  mineral  resources,  like  those  of  the 
Quitman  district,  wilt  and  must  attract  atten- 
tion, and  will  be  appreciated  and  utilized  as 
soon  as  a more  liberal  mining  law  makes  them 
acceptable  to  prospectors,  as  soon  as  the  title 
clouds  are  removed,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  determine  the  exact  location  of  the 
claims.  The  advantages  for. mining  are  fully 
as  great  as  the  disadvantages  that  have  been 
mentioned,  the  proximity  of  the  railroad  to 
most  of  the  mountains  being  by  no  means  the 
least.  The  communication  from  the  mount- 
ains to  the  railroad  is  easy,  the  roads  either 
good  or  capable  of  being  made  so  at  nominal 
cost.  The  climate  is  healthy,  and  there  is  not 
the  slightest  danger  of  Indian  outbreaks  or 
other  disturbances  so  common  in  many  other 
mining  districts. 

KCOXOMIC  GEOLOGY. 

The  practical  man  desires  a knowledge  of  the 
useful  minerals  and  other  natural  resources, 
and  he,  therefore,  often  fails  to  appreciate  the 
7iecessity  for  such  determinations  as  have  been 
laboriously  worked  out  for  the  geological 
reports.  But  experience  has  clearly  shown 
that  haphazard  methods  of  development 
are  not  only  ruinous  to  individuals  and 


corporations  engaged  in  mining,  but  also 
detrimental  to  the  legitimate  industrial  growth 
of  any  region.  Little  as  it  may  be  realized 
by  those  who  have  suffered  from  ill  advised 
speculation  in  mining  pro{)erty,  and  undesir- 
able as  the  revelation  may  be  to  those  who 
live  by  pi-eying  u])on  the  credulity  of  invest- 
ors, it  is  certainly  true  that  there  are  no 
isolated  cases  of  marvelous  subterranean 
wealth.  If  a bonanza  in  gold,  silver,  copper, 
lead,  iron,  or  manganese  exists  anywhere  in 
central  Texas,  it  is  because  certain  causes 
have  acted  to  produce  it;  and  if  one  such 
occurrence  be  known,  others  of  the  same  kind 
probably  exist  in  the  saine  region.  Still,  it 
does  not  follow  that  the  discovery  by  accident 
of  one  ore  body  necessitates  a similar  method 
for  acquiring  knowledge  of  others.  Nothing 
is  now  more  firmly  established  than  the  close 
relations  of  creologic  structure  and  mineral 
diposition.  Every  competent  mining  engi- 
neer is  a structural  geologist,  or  he  is  wofully 
unfitted  for  his  profession,  however  well 
trained  he  may  be  in  other  very  necessary 
directions.  The  really  practical  miner  is 
often  the  best  judge  of  the  proper  means  of 
attacking  a special  problem  in  excavation, 
provided  that  it  re(|uires  no  knowledge  be- 
yond the  range  of  his  own  experience.  But 
whenever  any  person,  of  whatever  traininu- 
and  experience,  assumes  to  pass  an  opinion 
upon  values  after  simple  inspection,  without 
such  knowledge  of  the  structure  and  of  the 
chemical  composition  as  can  come  only  from 
varied  experience  and  thorough  tests,  he  is 
ari'ogating  to  himself  powers  beyond  the 
capacity  of  any  liumaii  being. 

No  industry  can  be  built  upon  such  a foun- 
dation. Whatever  may  be  the  future  of  uui- 
district,  its  development  will  depend  upon  its 
lesouiees  as  they  are, not  as  they  are  estimated 
by  any  individual,  although  correct  statements 
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of  lact  will  aifl  niatcTially  in  attracting  atten- 
tion from  capitalists.  Unfonmled  hopes  and 
guesses  of  inexperienced  persons,  if  converted 
into  cash,  may  ])rodnce  a temporary  ai-titicial 
excitement,  which  will  certainly  result  in 
.eventual  disaster.  The  money  which  has 
already  been  honestly  expended  in  the  Cen- 
tral Mineral  Region  by  well-meaning  enthu- 
siasts, often  without  competent  advice,  would 
have  sufficed  to  determine  the  value  of  the 
resources  of  the  tract  if  it  had  all  been  nnder- 
standingly  applied.  The  amount  actually 
expended  in  unnecessary  work  in  one  investi- 
gation would  have  given  a fair  knowledge  of 
the  economic  value  of  a vast  area  had  it  been 
used  in  a different  manner.  That  this  is  not 
idle  talk,  but  hard  business  sense,  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that  the  writer  has  already  been 
able  in  several  instances  to  predict  accurately 
the  results  of  explorations  in  advance  of  the 
work,  simply  from  his  familiarity  with  the 
geologic  structure,  as  outlined  in  the  first 
part  of  the  second  geological  report. 

AGRICULTURE. 

SOILS. 

The  origin  of  all  soils  is  from  the  decom- 
position of  tlie  rocks,  clays,  shales,  and  other 
material  going  to  make  up  the  crust  of  the 
earth.  When  any  part  of  tlie  earth’s  crust 
is  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  rain  and 
dew,  the  cold  of  winter  and  the  heat  of  sum- 
mer, no  matter  how  compact  that  material 
may  be,  it  gradually  decomposes  and  the 
particles  wash  down  and  make  the  soils  of 
the  valley  below. 

Then  again  the  lichens,  although  in  many 
instances  they  are  of  microscopic  size,  fasten 
themselves  upon  the  rocks  and  there  secrete 
an  acid  which  gradually  decomposes  the  rocks, 
and  the  particles  go  to  make  up  the  soils. 


The  clays  and  other  soft  materials  are  more 
easily  broken  up  and  washed  down  by  the 
rains,  and  they  too  enter  into  the  composition 
of  the  soils.  Again,  growing  upon  this  newly 
made  soil  will  be  plants  which  in  turn  will 
die,  and  the  material  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed will  combine  with  the  rock  material 
and  form  a soil  somewhat  different  from  that 
of  purely  mineral  origin.  The  difference  in 
the  soil  is  often  observed  in  the  color  of  the 
two;  the  last,  or  that  on  top,  is  usually  darker 
than  that  below,  caused  by  the  large  amount 
of  vegetable  matter  contained  therein. 

The  material  from  which  most  soils  are 
derived  has  been  subjected  to  this  disintegra- 
tion several  times  since  it  was  first  deposited 
as  rock  material.  The  sandy  soils  are  mostly 
made  up  from  the  sandstones  of  the  different 
formations,  which  were  in  turn  derived  from 
the  granites  and  other  igneous  rocks  and 
deposited  along  the  shores  of  the  former 
oceans.  The  calcareous  soils  have  their  origi n 
from  the  limestones,  and  the  limestones  were 
deposited  in  the  bed  of  the  old  ocean,  the 
material  coming  from  the  worn-out  shells  of 
the  bygone  times.  A perpetual  round  of 
disintegration,  mixing,  and  redeposition  has 
been  going  on  since  the  beginning,  our  soils 
being  the  work  of  all  the  ages.  In  the  clas- 
sification of  the  soils  some  writers  have  dis- 
tinguished them  as  sedimentary  soils,  being 
those  which  are  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  rocks  from  which  they  were  formed,  and 
the  transported  soils,  being  those  which  have 
been  brought  from  a distance.  This  classifi- 
cation will  be  well  enough  if  the  fact  be  kept 
in  mind  that  nearly  all  the  stratified  rock 
material  has  itself  been  brought  from  another 
locality  by  the  very  same  forces  that  are  now 
transporting  and  depositing  the  other  class 
of  soils.  There  is  no  soil  that  has  not  at  one 
tiitie  been  rock. 
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Tliere  are  fifteen  principal  chemical  ele- 
ments composing  all  soils,  aside  from  many 
other  elements  tliat  occur  only  in  small  (pia?i 
titles.  Tliese  elements  are;  1,  hydrogen;  2, 
carbon;  3,  oxygen;  4,  nitrogen;  5,  silicon; 
G,  chlorine;  7,  phosphorus;  8,  sulphur;  9, 
aluminum;  10,  manganese;  11,  potassium; 
12,  calcium;  13,  sodium;  14,  magnesium; 
15,  iron.  Besides  these  elements  soils  often 
contain  other  ingredients  which  are,  when  in 
excess,  quite  deleterious  to  plant  life. 

These  elements  are  contained  in  the  prim- 
itive or  granitic  and  metamorphic  rocks, 
with  little  or  no  admixture  of  the  elements 
or  combinations  caused  by  the  admixture  of 
the  acids  with  the  basic  elements.  As  there 
are  no  primitive  or  metamorphic  rocks  in  that 
part  of  the  State  to  which  this  report  relates 
it  will  be  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  question 
of  the  mode  of  occurrence  and  the  combi- 
nation of  these  elements  in  the  primitive 
rocks.  The  soils  of  this  part  of  the  State  are 
derived  from  the  sandstones,  limestones,  and 
clay  and  shale  beds  found  in  the  district. 

These  stones  and  beds  were  originally 
formed  by  the  disintegration  of  the  material 
of  the  primitive  rocks.  The  materials  of  the 
limestone  were  brought  down  by  the  rivers 
into  the  sea,  and  were  finally  deposited  witl^ 
the  comminuted  shells  of  the  ocean  in  the 
deep,  quiet  ocean  in  beds  as  they  are  now 
formed.  These  limestones  are  composed 
principally  of  calcium,  carbon  and  mag- 
nesium, with  iron,  silica,  clay,  bitumen,  and 
other  substances  as  impurities. 

The  sandstones  were  deposited  along  the 
sea  beach,  and  are  composed  principally  of 
silica,  being  nothing  more  than  fragments  of 
quartz.  This  material  is  bound  together  by 
clay  or  lime,  and  sometimes  by  iron. 

The  clay  beds  were  formed  in  the  shallow 
seas  and  along  the  estuaries  and  mouths  of 


I’ivei-s,  and  are  principally  aluminum  silicate 
and  carbonate  of  lime. 

Soils  are  largely  indebted  to  v(>getable  life 
for  their  fertility  and  for  their  ability  to 
receive  heat  and  tnoisture  and  to  transmit  it 
to  the  growing  crops.  This  vegetable  material 
after  it  has  reached  a certain  state  of  decay  is 
called  humus.  This  material  has  no  fixed 
chemical  constituents,  owing  to  the  effect 
produced  and  the  combination  formed  with 
other  substances  in  the  process  of  decay. 
Many  soils  owe  their  dark  color  to  this 
material.  It  renders  a soil  more  susceptible 
to  heat  and  moisture.  It  also  causes  the 
undissolved  particles  of  rock  material  re- 
maining in  the  soil  to  disintegrate  and  give 
up  their  unused  material  to  form  a part  of 
the  soil. 

Texas  justly  lays  claim  to  greater  variety 
and  richness  of  soil  than  any  State  in  the 
Union.  The  black  waxy,  black  sandy,  black 
pebbly,  hog  wallow,  gray  sandy,  red  sandy, 
sandy  loam  and  alluvial  soils  are  each  to  be 
found  in  the  State,  the  majority  of  them  in 
greater  or  less  quantities  in  each  section. 
About  the  best  evidence  of  the  richness  and 
fertility  of  these  various  soils  that  can  be 
offered  is  the  fact  that  commercial  fertilizers, 
now  so  common  in  the  older  States  and  con- 
stituting as  much  a fixed  charge  on  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  those  sections  as  the 
seed  necessary  to  plant  the  ground,  are  not 
used  at  all  in  Texas.  Another  fact  worthy  of 
mention  in  this  connection  is  that  tiiere  are 
thousands  of  acres  in  cultivation  in  this 
State  that  have  been  cultivated  continuously 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  which  now  yield 
as  much  per  acre  as  they  did  when  first 
planted.  The  principal  soils  of  Texas  ai'c 
the  black  waxy,  black  sandy  and  alhuial 
lands  of  the  river  bottoms.  The  other  varie- 
ties are  minor  divisions,  and  for  the  purpose 
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IllSTOllY  OF  TEXAS, 


of  tliii  rc[)ort  a Itriof  dciicription  of  these  only 
will  be  given. 

The  black  waxy  soil,  so  called  from  its 
color  and  adhesive  qualities,  is  the  richest 
and  most  durable  of  the  soils  of  the  State. 
It  constitutes  a large  percentage  of  the  prai- 
rie region,  and  is  better  adapted  to  the 
growth  of  grain  crops  than  other  soils  of  the 
State.  It  varies  in  depth  from  twelve  inches 
to  many  feet,  the  average  depth  being  about 
eighteen  inches,  and  is  not  appreciably  affected 
by  the  washing  rains  so  injurious  to  looser 
soils. 

One  of  the  largest  bodies  of  upland  black 
prairie  in  the  United  States  extends  from 
Lamar  county,  on  the  Ued  river,  southwest 
in  an  irregular  manjier  to  a point  south  of 
San  Antonio,  in  Bexar  county,  with  a width 
of  140  miles  on  the  north  end,  100  in  the 
middle,  and  about  sixty  on  the  south  end, 
and  embracing  twenty-three  and  parts  of 
twenty-six  counties. 

The  black  sandy  soil  covers  a very  large 
' area  of  the  State,  and  is  very  productive  and 
easily  cultivated.  It  is  highly  esteemed  for 
gardening  purposes  and  fruit-growing.  It 
is  very  loose  and  requires  care  and  attention 
to  prevent  deterioration  from  washing  away 
the  surface.  Portions  of  the  timber  region, 
counties  bordering  on  the  timber  belt  of  east 
Te.xas,  and  also  the  Cross  Timbers,  contain 
more  or  less  sandy  land. 

The  alluvial  soils  of  the  river  bottoms 
vary  in  quality  according  to  the  territory 
(liained  by  the  streams  on  which  they  are 
located.  Biver  soils  east  of  the  Brazos  river 
partake  more  of  the  waxy  character  and  are 
stiffer  than  those  on  the  Brazos  and  streams 
westward  that  drain  the  sandy  lands  of  the 
northwest.  Tiie  Brazos  river  bottom  is  re- 
garded as  the  most  valuable  in  the  State,  on 
account  of  its  fertility  and  comparative  im- 


isy 


muiiity  from  overflows.  The  lower  Brazos 
is  in  the  heart  of  the  sugar-growing  belt,  and 
its  bottom  lands  in  that  section  are  consid- 
ered equal  to  the  best  in  the  sugar-producing 
region  of  Louisiana. 

o 

The  variety  of  crops  that  Texas  soils  are 
capable  of  profitably  growing  is  as  yet  un- 
known. For  information  in  regard  to  the 
products  that  are  grown,  and  the  yield  per 
acre  of  the  soils  here  described,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  reports  of  the  various  counties 
under  the  head  of  “Agricultural  and  General 
Statistics.” 

TIMBER  GROWTH. 

The  area  of  timber  in  Texas  is  much 
greater  than  it  is  generally  supposed  to  be 
by  persons  not  familiar  with  the  country. 
By  many  people  outside  of  the  State  it  is  re- 
garded as  a vast  “treeless”  plain;  but  this, 
like  many  other  opinions  of  the  State  formed 
at  a distance,  is  wide  of  the  mark.  In  the 
prairie  region  the  bottoms  along  the  streams 
and  ravines  are  skirted  with  timber,  and  in 
most  places  there  is  that  happy  admixture  of 
prairie  and  timber  land  that  so  delights  the 
heart  of  the  farmer.  Besides  this,  eastern 
and  southeastern  Texas  is  covered  with  a 
dense  forest  of  fine  timber,  embracing  nearly 
every  variety  grown  in  the  South.  The  re- 
ports to  the  State  Agricultural  Department 
show  that  there  are  35,537,907  acres  of  timber 
land  in  the  State. 

The  “Cross  Timbers”  is  the  name  given 
to  two  irregular  belts  of  timber  varying  in 
width  and  entering  the  State  on  the  Red 
river  on  the  north  and  running  in  a southerly 
direction  across  the  prairie  region. 

The  “Lower  Cross  Timbers”  run  from  a 
point  on  Red  river  north  of  Gainesville,  in 
I Cooke  county,  south  to  the  Braztts  river,  in 
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McLennan  county,  a distance  of  about  135 
miles,  and  has  an  averacre  width  of  from  ten 
to  fifteen  miles,  interspersed  at  irregular  in- 
tervals with  small  prairies. 

The  “Upper  Cross  Timbers”  leaves  Red 
river  at  a point  further  west,  passing  south 
through  Montague  county,  at  the  lower  edge 
of  wdiich  it  divides,  the  eastern  portion  pass- 
ing south  through  Wise  and  Parker  counties 
to  the  Rrazos  river,  the  w’ostern  veering 
farther  west  and  extending  south  into  Erath 
county. 

The  timber  growth  of  the  Cross  Timbers 
is  principally  post  and  black-jack  oaks.  On 
the  streams  and  lowlands  ash,  hackberry, 
pecan  and  cottonwood  trees  are  found. 

On  the  gray  sand  hills  in  eastern  Texas 
the  timber  growth  is  mainly  scrubby  post 
and  black-jack  oaks.  On  the  black  sandy 
land  the  timber  is  generally  of  the  same  kind, 
but  of  more  perfect  growth.  The  red  lands 
are  covered  with  hickory,  red  and  post  oaks, 
with  a few'  sweet  and  black  gum  and  elm 
trees  interspersed. 

In  ISTewton,  Jasper,  Tyler,  Orange,  Hardin, 
and  parts  of  Sabine,  Angelina,  Trinity,  San 
Augustine,  Nacogdoches,  Polk,  San  Jacinto, 
Shelby  and  Panola  counties,  long-leaved  pine 
grows  in  great  abundance. 

Short-leaved  pine,  interspersed  with  hick- 
ory and  the  various  oaks,  is  found  from 
Bowie  county,  on  the  Red  river,  south  along 
the  eastern  edge  of  the  State,  finally  merging 
into  the  long-leaved  pine  region.  The  area 
of  the  pineries,  both  long  and  short  leaved, 
is  estimated  at  25,000,000  acres,  capable  of 
producing  64,587,420,000  feet  of  merchant- 
able lumber.  Along  the  streams,  especially 
the  larger  ones,  walnut  and  ash  timber  is 
abundant.  • In  the  southern  part  of  the  State, 
near  the  gulf,  and  west,  bordering  on  the 
plains,  the  live  oak  is  a pi'ominent  growth. 


It  is  found  singly  or  in  clumps  on  the  prai- 
ries and  in  the  edges  of  the  bottoms. 

The  mesquite  is  a tree  found  more  gener- 
ally in  western  Texas  than  any  other.  It  is 
a common  growth  on  the  prairie.  A prairie 
with  a growth  of  mesquite  six  or  eight  years 
old  resembles  a peach  orchard  very  much  in 
aj)pearance.  The  mes<piite  is  a small,  scrubby 
tree,  and  produces  a beaii  similar  in  size  and 
appearance  to  the  common  cornfield  bean. 
It  is  very  nutritious  and  highly  prized  as 
food  for  horses  and  cattle.  It  has  spread 
rapidly  over  the  prairies  within  the  last  few 
years,  and  now  furnishes  firewood  in  many 
localities  where  a few  years  ago  there  was 
not  a stick  of  any  kind  of  fuel  to  be  found. 
Cedar  of  stunted  growth  also  forms  a large 
part  of  the  timber  north  and  west  of  the 
Colorado  river,  and  it  is  usually  found  on  the 
sides  and  apexes  of  the  hills  and  mountains. 

The  pecan  tree,  which  produces  the  deli- 
cious pecan  nut,  is  found  on  nearly  all  the 
streams,  but  more  abundantly  in  southern 
and  western  Texas,  where  there  are  numerous 
pecan  groves  in  the  valleys  and  on  the  up- 
lands. Gathering  and  marketing  the  pecan 
crop  forms  no  inconsiderable  adjunct  to  the 
industries  of  that  section.  The  pecan  crop 
of  1887  was  estimated  at  9,000,000  pounds, 
valued  at  $540,000. 

West  of  the  one  hundredth  meridian  the 
timber  growth  is  very  limited,  being  almost 
exclusively  confined  to  the  ravines  and  water- 
ways until  the  outlying  ridges  of  the  Rocky 
mountains  are  reached. 

The  mesquite  tree  is  a species  of  gum- 
Arabic  tree  (Acacia),  has  very  durable  wood 
that  shrinks  but  little  in  drying,  and  is  thus 
well  fitted  for  posts,  rails,  certain  parts  of 
wagons,  carriages  and  furniture.  The  bean 
is  nutritious,  fattening  live-stock.  This  tree 
is  taking  possession  of  prairie  tracts  and 
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•jradiiall V l•enlUM•iIH>■  the  land  more  valuable. 

' ♦ O 

The  wliole  body  of  the  wood  is  also  rich  in 
tannin,  tn;;s  rendering  it  a good  tanning 
material.  It  is  said,  indeed,  to  he  better 
than  any  of  the  old  popular  materials,  as  it 
better  preserves  the  leather. 

AlMiOK  I>AY. 

In  response  to  a growing  public  opinion 
in  favor  of  forest  planting,  and  to  encourage 
and  promote  that  object,  the  Twenty-first 
Legislature  passed  an  act  designating  Febru- 
ary 22  of  each  year  as  “Arbor  Day.”  If  it 
shall  result  in  arousing  a greater  interest  in 
preserving  from  unnecessary  destruction  the 
magnificent  forests  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State  and  the  planting  and  cultivating  of 
forest  trees  on  the  bare  prairies  of  the.West, 
it  will  become  a monument  to  the  wisdom 
and  foresight  of  the  Legislature  more  en- 
during than  any  ever  made  of  marble  or 
brass.  And  this  is  the  main  purpose  to  be 
subserved  by  the  setting  apart  of  one  day  in 
the  year  for  planting  out  trees.  The  number 
of  trees  planted  out  on  such  occasions  is  in- 
considerable compared  to  the  requirements  of 
any  community  needing  the  influence  exerted 
by  forest  areas  on  the  climate,  lint  a be- 
ginning must  be  made  and  the  people  grad- 
ually educated  np  to  a proper  ai»pi'eciation  of 
the  iinportance  of  tree  planting  on  a scale 
commensurate  with  the  importance  of  the 
work.  The  beneficial  influence  of  foi-est  cover 
in  precipitating  rainfall  and  preserving  moist- 
ure is  now  acknowledged  by  the  best  authori- 
ties on  the  subject.  The  effect  is  seen  in  this 
State  in  the  greater  avei'age  rainfall  in  the 
timbered  regions  of  east  Texas  as  compared 
with  the  prairie  regions  of  the  west.  The 
situations  of  the  two  sections  with  reference 


to  other  conditions  of  rainfall,  such  as  prox- 
imity to  the  gt’df,  topography,  etc.,  are  sub- 
stantially the  same. 

OOTTO.N. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  reference  to  the 
summary  of  totals  published  elsewhere,  tiie 
cotton  crop  of  1890  amounted  to  1,692,830 
bales — an  increase  of  119,424  bales  over  the 
crop  of  1889.  The  average  production  per 
acre  was  .41  of  a bale,  the  largest  number  of 
bales  ever  reached  in  the  State,  and  exceed- 
ing that  of  any  State  in  the  Union. 

A fact  worthy  of  note  in  this  connection 
is  that  Texas  has  the  largest  acreage  in  cotton 
of  any  State  in  the  Union,  and  would,  under 
equal  conditions  of  soil,  climate  and  seasons, 
fall  below  the  average  production  per  acre  of 
other  States.  On  the  contrary,  however,  as 
the  above  figures  show,  the  average  yield  in 
this  State  exceeds  tliat  of  any  of  the  cotton- 
growing States,  and  thus  the  superiority  of 
our  soil  and  the  adaptabifity  of  the  climate 
in  the  production  of  the  fleecy  staple  are 
clearly  established.  It  may  be  stated  with- 
out fear  of  contradiction,  that  no  fertilizing 
materials  were  used  by  any  Texas  farmer,  ex- 
cept in  cases  where  experiments  were  being 
carried  on,  while  in  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
other  cotton-producing  States  commercial  fer- 
tilizers enter  largely  into  the  expense  account 
of  the  cotton  producer. 

During  the  past  four  years  the  average 
yield  pei‘  acre  for  each  year  has  been  as  fol- 
lows: 1887,  .34  of  a bale  per  acre;  1888, 
.38;  1889,  .41,  and  1890,  .41.  The  average 
I value  of  an  acre  of  cotton,  including  cotton 
seed,  for  1890  was  S16.64.  It  will  also  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  previous  reports  of 
this  department  that  there  has  been  a con- 
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III  STORY  OB'  TEXAS. 


tiaiit  hihI  steady  increase  in  the  acreage  de- 
voted to  tlie  eiiltivatioM  ol’  eotton.  Tliis  is 
[)iirtly  due  to  the  abandonment  of  wlieat- 
growiii^  in  portions  of  north  Texas  hereto- 
fore devot(‘d  to  tlie  orowth  of  that  cereal,  and 
j)artly  to  tlie  opening  of  new  cotton  farms  in 
the  southwestern  and  western  parts  of  the 
State,  hut  not  entirely.  The  increase  in  the 
cotton  acreage  has  been  much  greater  than 
the  increase  in  population,  showing  con- 
clusively the  tendency  to  an  expansion  of  the 
cotton  acreage  to  the  exclusion  of  other  crops 
on  farms  in  cultivation  during  that  period. 

The  fact  that  this  has  been  going  on  in 
the  face  of  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  agricultural  press  and  some  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  of  the  country  to  induce  the 
farmers  to  diversify  crops  and  raise  more 
grain  and  less  cotton,  would  indicate  that  the 
average  farmer  thinks  he  knows  best  what 
crop  is  suited  to  our  soil  and  climate  and 
will  yield  the  greatest  return  for  the  capital 
and  labor  invested.  It  is  true  there  are  other 
crops  that  yield  a larger  average  money  value 
per  acre  in  cultivation,  but  as  a rule  they 
enjoy  only  a limited  market,  and  are  sure  to 
entail  loss  on  producers  when  the  demand  is 
exceeded  by  production.  Sugarcane  is  about 
the  only  exception  to  this  general  rule  in  this 
State,  but  the  heavy  expense  necessary  to  the 
manufacture  of  sugar  prohibits  a rapid  de- 
velopment of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
State  in  that  direction.  Another  very  im- 
portant consideration  in  accounting  fof  th.e 
steady  increase  in  the  acreage  in  cotton  is  the 
fact  that  it  is  a sure  money  crop,  and  ^an  be 
realized  on  at  any  time,  even  in  markets  re- 
mote from  the  great  marts  of  trade,  for  its 
value  at  the  mills,  less  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion; but  the  producer  retains  but  little 
money  in  his  hands  after  paying  the  cost  of 
production. 


Mucli  time  and  attention  is  beiiifr  devoted 

O 

to  the  discovery  of  the  cause  of  cotton  blight, 
or  root  rot,  which  damages  the  crop  and  en- 
tails considerable  loss  on  fanners  every  year. 
So  far  no  satisfactory  conclusions  have  been 
reached  upon  the  subject.  While  this  sub- 
ject offers  a wide  field  for  investio-ation  and 
research,  and  one  worthy  of  the  best  efforts 
of  the  scientists,  a more  important  (juestion 
to  the  cotton-growers  of  Texas  is  the  dis- 
covery of  a cheap  and  efficient  agent  for  the 
destruction  of  an  insect  commonly  called  the 
boll  worm.  The  value  of  a remedy  for  the 
boll  worm  will  be  better  understood  by  the 
following  carefully  prepared  estimate  of  losses 
from  that  source  for  three  years: 


Years.  Bales.  Value. 

Ih87 297,499  ^11,897,960^ 

1888 342,560  13,359,840 

1889.' 428,572  17,578,832 


Total 1,068,631  842,836,632 


The  boll  worm  destroys  cotton  in  all  stages 
of  growth,  from  the  formation  of  the  bud 
and  appearance  of  the  bloom  to  the  boll  ready 
to  open,  and  is  equally  destructive  in  its  effect 
at  all  times. 

CORK. 

In  1890  there  was  a decrease  of  135,655 
acres  in  corn  compared  with  the  area  of  1889. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  low  prices  at 
which  the  crop  of  that  year  was  marketed. 
In  many  places  farmers  could  find  no  sale  for 
their  surplus  corn  at  all,  and  it  was  left  at  the 
mercy  of  the  weevil,  which  injures  the  crop 
more  or  less  every  year,  especially  in  the 
middle  and  southeri\  portions  of  the  State. 
A heavy  corn  crop  is  usually  followed  by  a 
decrease  in  the  acreage  in  corn  the  follo\vin<>- 
year  and  a corresponding  increase  in  the  acre- 
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a;^e  in  cotton.  The  iiverage  ])roilnction  [)cr  j 
acre  was  14.38  hnshcls,  which  is  an  average 
yield  dni'ing  an  unseasonable  year,  when  we 
consider  that  Te.xas  is  not  classed  amon<i  the 
corn-producing  States  as  a source  from  whence 
the  demand  for  maize  may  be  supplied.  The 
average  production  in  the  corn-growing  States 
for  years,  according  to  the  National  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  was  24.2  bushels  per 
acre. 

The  estimated  annual  consumption  for  the 
past  ten  years  was  28  bushels  per  capita. 
On  this  basis  the  account  of  the  State,  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  item  of  corn,  would  stand 
as  follows:  Bushels  produced,  41,812,904; 

bushels  necessary  for  liome  consumption, 
62,594,644;  deficit,  20,781,780. 

WHEAT. 

The  returns  for  1890  show  a slight  decrease 
in  the  acreage  of  wheat  compared  with  1889. 
The  acreage  in  wheat  for  the  four  years  past 
has  been  as  follows:  In  1887,  520,219;  in 

1888,  386,120;  in  1889,  402,154,  and  in 
1890,  359,440.  There  has  been  a constant 
decrease  in  the  acreage  in  wheat  in  the  north- 
ern portion  of  the  State,  where  formerly  the 
bulk  of  the  wheat  growm  in  the  State  was 
produced.  This  decrease  has,  in  a measure, 
been  compensated  for  by  the  opening  of  new 
farms  in  the  Banliandle,  which  is  fast  be- 
coming the  granary  of  the  State.  The  soil 
and  climate  of  that  section  are  admirably 
adaj)ted  to  wheat-growing,  and  with  favorable 
meteorolotrical  conditions  that  section  will 
supply  the  demand  for  home  consumption 
and  furnish  a large  surplus  for  e.\portation. 
'I'he  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  in  his  report 
for  1890,  estimates  the  consumption  of  wheat 
at  4ij  bushels  per  capita.  On  this  basis  of 


I consumption  the  account  of  the  State  on  the 
item  of  wheat  for  1890  stands  as  follows: 
Bushels  necessary  for  home  consum|)tion, 
10,432,442;  bushels  produced  in  the  State, 
2,365,523;  bushels  imported  for  home  con- 
sumption, 8,066,917. 

The  value  of  the  wheat  imported,  at  65 
cents  per  bushel,  the  average  value  of  the 
crop,  amounted  to  :?5,243.496.05,  which  is 
appro.vimately  the  sum  sent  out  of  the  State 
for  Hour  during  the  year. 

The  average,  production  per  acre  is  quite  a 
decrease  from  the  previous  year,  being  6.58 
bushels,  against  13  for  1889.  There  was  a 
material  decline  in  the  average  price  per 
bushel,  it  being  65  cents,  as  against  71  for 
the  previous  year.  The  tendency  to  lower 
prices  and  consequent  diminution  of  gross 
returns  per  acre  in  wheat  has  been  very 
marked  during  the  past  ten  years,  as  shown 
by  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
for  1890.  The  decline  has  been  from  $13 
per  acre  to  §9.97. 

OATS. 

There  was  a large  decrease  in  the  acreage 
in  oats  in  1890,  attributable  to  putting  oats 
land  in  cotton.  The  average  value  per  bushel 
of  oats  in  the  United  States  in  1889  was  *22.9 
cents,  and  the  average  value  per  acre  was 
§6  26.  In  this  State  the  average  for  1890 
was  S'9.46  per  acre,  and  48  cents  per  bushel. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  means  of 
knowing  what  the  average  annual  consump- 
tion per  capita  of  oats  is.  it  is  impossible  to 
determine  e.xactly  whether  the  supply  ex- 
ceeds the  demand  or  not.  The  vast  amount 
of  open  range  and  enclosed  pasture  land  cur- 
tails largely  the  annual  consumption  of  oats 
in  this  State. 
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nr  story  of  tfxas. 


RVE. 

Rye  is  sown  mostly  for  pasturage  in  this 
State,  there  being  little -if  any  demand  for  it 
in  local  markets.  The  average  yield  per  acre 
in  the  United  States  for  1888  was  12  bushels, 
and  the  average  value  per  bushel  58  cents. 
The  crop  of  1889  in  this  State  averaged  14 
bushels  per  acre,  and  the  average  value  per 
bushel  was  85  cents. 

15AKLEY. 

The  barley  crop  is  of  small  importance  in 
this  State.  In  fact  the  yield  is  not  a fair 
average  of  what  might  be  produced  under 
different  conditions.  Most  of  the  barley 
sown  is  planted  for  pasturage,  there  being 
little  or  no  demand  for  it  except  for  seed. 
The  yield,  therefore,  represents  what  is  har- 
vested after  the  pasturing  season  is  past,  and 
gathered  mainly  for  seed. 

HAT.' 

Upon  this  crop  the  language  used  in  the 
report  of  1888  is  still  appropriate: 

“Under  this  beading  is  included  sorolium 
cane  cut  for  bay,  cultivated  hay,  millet  and 
prairie  hay,  standing  in  value  per  acre  in 
order  above  presented.  Sorghum  cane  hay 
is  most  ])roiitable,  showing  the  highest  a\er- 
age  yield  per  acre.  It  is  affected  less  by 
drouth  than  any  other  cultivated  product, and 
in  favorable  seasons  two  crops  can  be  easily 
grown.  The  acreage  ii\  cultivated  hay  indi- 
cates the  extent  to  which  farmers  ai-e  turn- 
ing attention  to  the  various  varieties  of 
grasses  that  must  soon  become  a part  of  the 
ci'op  on  every  weil  conducted  farm.” 

The  avei-age  value  per  acre  of  tlie  diiferent 


hay  ci-ops  was  as  follows:  Soi’ghum  cane 

hay,  $17.75;  cultivated  hay,  $10.88;  prairie 
hay,  $5.27;  millet,  $12.87. 


I'l  tTA  TOES, 


Sweet  PotutoeH. — There  was  a decrease  in 
tlie  acreage  in  sweet  potatoes  as  compared  to 
1888,  and  a decrease  in  the  average  yield  per 
acre.  The  average  value  per  acre  of  this 
crop  in  1889  was  $57.50,  and  for  the  past 
four  years  was  $57.83.  The  average  yield 
per  acre  for  the  past  four  years  was  123.11 
bushels.  The  demand  for  the  pure  yellow 
yam  has  never  been  fully  supplied.  While 
not  so  prolific  as  other  varieties,  it  bears  a 
higher  market  value  and  can  be  readily  sold. 

Irish. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  acre-^. 
age  in  Irish  potatoes  in  1890.  Owing  to  the 
inability  of  preserving  them  for  any  consider- 
able length  of  time  in  this  climate,  the  pro- 
duction of  Irish  potatoes  for  the  general 
market  is  not  undertaken  at  all.  The  local 
markets  are  supplied  witji  them  when  the 
crop  first  matures,  but  beyond  this  their  pro- 
duction is  adjusted  to  the  demands  of  the 
farm  on  which  they  are  cultivated.  Our  soil 
is  admirably  adapted  to  the  production  of 
Irish  ])Otatoes,  and  the  average  yield  per  acre 
is  considerably  above  the  national  average. 
The  average  annual  yield  per  acre  in  the 
United  States  for  the  ten  years  endincr  in 
1888  was  87.7  bushels,  while  in  this  State 
the  average  annual  yield  per  acre  for  four 
years  past  (which  is  as  far  back  as  we  have 
an  accurate  record)  was  101.67  bushels. 


SOKOIIUM  CANE. 

The  laroe  decline  in  the  aci-eageof  soro-hum 
cane  devoted  to  the  ])roduction  of  sorghum 
cane  syrup  is  not  easily  accounted  for,  unless 
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it  I»e  oil  account  of  low  prices  and  the  grow- 
ing tendency  to  supplant  sorghuin  cane  syrup 
with  syrup  made  from  sugar  cane.  It  is 
partly  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  here- 
tofore more  of  the  acreage  in  sorghum  cane 
should  have  lieen  credited  to  tlie  hay  crop, 
having  heen  planted  for  that  purpose  alone. 
Sorghum  cane  synip  is  not  so  generally  used 
as  formerly,  and  in  time  it  will  doubtless  be 
practically  eliminated  as  a syrup  crop. 

SL’OAK  (WNK. 

One  of  the  most  promising  fields  for  de- 
velopment is  the  vast  area  of  alluvial  soil  in 
the  middle,  eastern  and  southern  part  of  the 
State  adapted  to  the  growth  of  sugar  cane. 
This  territory  is  variously  estimated  at  from 
500,000  to  1,000,000  acres.  From  informa- 
tion collected  in  this  office  the  conclusion  has 
been  reached  that  there  is  not  less  than  1,- 
000,000  acres  in  south  Texas  alone  where 
sugar  cane  can  he  successfully  grown  every 
year,  and  on  the  river  bottoms  and  along 
many  of  the  smaller  streams,  as  high  as  the 
33d  parallel,  it  is  successful!}’  grown  for  the 
manufacture  of  syrup. 

The  total  value  of  the  sugar  and  syrup 
crops  amount  to  §1,200,650,  and  the  value 
jier  acre  §88.62.  As  stated  in  previous  re- 
ports, only  a small  portion  of  the  area  in 
sugarcane  is  devoted  to  sugar-making,  owing 
to  a want  of  facilities  for  manufacturinir 
sugar.  The  larger  part  of  the  crop  is  con- 
verted into  syrup,  which  is  less  profitable 
than  sugar,  and  consequentlv  the  value  of 
the  crop  jier  acre  is  thereby  consideralily 
reduced. 

The  followiiu''  ob.servations  in  the  i'e{)Ort 
of  1887  are  still  true: 

‘‘Estimatincr  the  ai'ea  in  which  siuoir  cane 

o I 

c.u  be  profitably  grown  at  a half  million  ■ 


acres,  and  valuing  the  product  at  $100  per 
acre,  a fair  idea  of  the  possibilities  of  de- 
velopment in  this  industry  may  be  gained. 
It  would  yield  a crop  annually  worth  .$50,- 
000,000 — a sum  greater  by  .$1,500,000  than 
the  ])resent  value  of  the  cotton  crop  of  the« 
State.  It  is  as  staple  an  article,  and  less 
liable  to  tlnctuation  in  price.s.  The  supply 
in  the  United  States  is  far  below  the  demand, 
and  there  is,  therefore,  an  unlimited  market 
for  the  product. 

“The  only  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
rapid  development  of  the  industry  is  the  cost 
of  machinery  necessary,  which  practically 
limits  the  advantages  presented  to  men  of 
large  means,  the  cost  of  a plant  ranging  from 
$60,000  to  $100,000.  Co-operation  has  been 
suggested  by  scir.'ie  as  a remedy  for  this,  while 
others  have  thought  tliat  the  purchase  by  the 
larcre  mill  owners  of  the  cane  grown  by  small 
planters  would  solve  the  problem.” 

Messrs.  Cunningham  & INfiller,  of  Sugar- 
land,  Fort  Bend  county,  have  recently  retined 
a (juantity  of  granulated  sugar,  as  good  as 
any  in  the  market,  but  their  efforts  have  been 
ci-amped  by  opposing  trusts. 

FLAX. 

Flax  has  been  raised  in  Texas  as  tine  as 
any  in  Ireland.  It  will  produce  here  about 
two  tons  to  the  acre,  worth  about  $15,  while 
it  costs  less  to  market  it  than  cotton. 

F,1:E  CL  LTl  kk. 

The  jiroduction  of  honey  has  received  but 
little  attention  in  the  State,  although  it  pays 
more  to  the  capital  invested  than  any  other 
business.  Unlike  the  interest  on  money, 
which  silently  piles  up  the  indebtedness  of 
indixidnals,  bees,  with  but  little  attention, 
day  after  day,  store  away  hundreds  of  pounds 
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of  lionoy,  wliich  not  only  acid  many  dollars 
to  the  purse,  but  they  furnish  the  table  with 
a luxury  which  cannot  well  be  dispensed 
with. 

In  1890.  14o,542  stands  ])roduced  2,310,- 
,889  pounds,  valued  at  $230,400,  wliich  was 
more  than  10  cents  per  pound. 

HOKTICULTUKE. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  under  this 
liead,  it  is  intended  mainly  to  record  the 
number  of  acres  in  orchards  and  note  the 
progress  made  from  year  to  year  in  extend- 
ing the  area  devoted  to  the  fruit-growing  in- 
dustry. The  total  acreage  in  orchards  in  the 
State  is  62,835,  and  the  value  of  the  fruit 
crop  in  1890,  estimated  at  current  market 
prices,  w’as  $1,227,791. 

AVe  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  language 
of  the  report  of  1888  commendatory  of  the 
work  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  horticulture 
throuo-hout  the  State,  which  was  as  follows: 

“ AVithin  the  past  few  years  the  State  Horti- 
cultural Society  has  done  a great  work  in  de- 
veloping and  cultivating  an  interest  among 
the  people  of  the  State  on  the  subject  of  horti- 
culture. Local  societies  have  been  formed 
in  various  parts  of  the  State,  and  local  fairs 
held  at  which  the  horticultural  products  of 
the  immediate  section  in  particular  and  the 
State  in  general  were  exhibited,  thus  practi- 
cally educating  the  people  upon  this  most 
important  branch  of  agriculture,  and  stimu- 
lating aji  interest  in  the  adoption  of  the  best 
methods  of  work  and  the  attainment  of  a 
more  scientilic,  knowledge  of  the  subject. 
As  a result  of  the  impetus  given  to  fruit- 
growing by  these  various  associations,  can- 
neries for  the  preservation  of  the  surplus 
ci’ops  of  fruits  and  vegetables  liave  been 


started  in  ditlerent  sections  of  the  State.  The 
fruit  crop  of  the  State  is  therefore  getting  to 
be  quite  an  item  in  summing  up  the  State’s 
sources  of  revenue.  The  climate  and  soil  are 
admirably  adapted  to  the  growdh  of  peaches, 

I pears  and  all  the  smaller  fruits.  Large  quan- 
tities of  peaches,  grapes  and  strawl)erries  are 
shipped  IN^orth  in  the  early  part  of  thesea.son.” 

>[ISOELLANI-;oi:S. 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  data,  we  have 
the  following  items  from  the  last  census: 


A 

V.  value 

N umber. 

Value. 

per  h’d. 

Horses  and  mules. . 

...1,439,716 

$40,842,170 

$28.36 

Cattle 

. . . .7, .584,067 

45,732,699 

6.03 

Jacks  and  jennets.. 

748,757 

28.52 

Sheep 

4,070,225 

5,639,705 

1.38 

Goats 

....  384,324 

275,849 

.72 

Hogs 

1,350,7.55 

1.27 

Total 

. . . 14, .565, 413 

$94,589,941 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

Number  gins 

4,110 

4,506 

4,500 

No.  sheep  sheared  . 

. 3,860,034 

3,754,069  2 

;,813,172 

No.  lbs.  wool  clipp’d  18, 72V,(j9;>  18,345,638  13,531,196 
Total  val.  wool  clip’d  $2,907,314  $3,319,155  $2,466,025 
Miles  of  telegraph 


lines  in  the  State. . 

9,475 

10,120 

10,322 

Miles  of  street  rail- 

road  in  the  State  . . 

202 

*84 

244 

Number  physicians  . 

3,024 

3,513 

3,750 

Number  lawyers  .... 

2,662 

3,106 

3,150 

Number  marriages  ... 

22,856 

23,596 

24,593 

No.  divorces  granted. 

1,520 

1,406 

1,852 

No.  persons  incarcer- 

ated  in  county  jails. 

12,867 

13,274 

13,274 

No.  of  convicts  rec’d 

in  State  ]>enitentiary 

1,113 

1,045 

fC95 

“ GKASSnOl’l’EK  ” KAIDS. 


'file  famous  western  “grasshojipers,”  or 
migratory  locusts,  made  their  first  appearance 
in  Travis  and  adjoining  counties  in  the  fall 

*Di tl'ereuce  in  mileage  caused  by  its  rendition  as 
])ersonal  ])ioperty. 
t August  1,  1891. 
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of  1848,  in  swarms  from  the  nortli,  ligliting 
and  depositing  their  eggs  everywhere,  and 
preferring  sandy  land  for  the  deposit  of  eggs. 
After  eating  all  the  garden  products,  which 
they  would  do  in  a short  time,  they  disap- 
peared, Tio  one  knowing  whither  they  went. 
The  warm  sim  of  the  following  Marcli  again 
brought  the  little  hoppers  out,  which  sud- 
denly consumed  every  green  thing  and  Hed 
northward.  The  crops  were  again  planted 
and  the  season  proved  favorable. 

In  Octo'ber,  18oG,  they  came  again,  as  be- 
fore, with  the  early  north  winds.  After 
eating  the  blades  oil  the  wheat  and  deposit- 
ing their  eggs,  they  disappeared.  During 
the  ne.xt  spring  myriads  of  young  hoppers,  as 
before,  about  the  size  of  large  fleas,  issued 
from  the  ground,  and  did  but  little  mischief 
until  about  three  weeks  old,  when  they  were 
half  grown.  They  then  moulted  and  started 
northward  on  foot,  preserving  as  much  regu- 
larity and  order  in  their  mai*ch  as  an  army  of 
well  drilled  soldiers.  Exercise  had  of  course 
a marked  effect  upon  their  appetites,  which 
impelled  them  to  be  ravenous,  preferring  the 
young  cotton  to  everyihing  else,  next  the 
young  corn,  etc.  When  one  was  killed  or 
wounded,  he  would  be  immediately  devoured 
by  his  fellows!  In  their  march  they  had  no 
respect  for  the  dw'ellings  of  human  beings  or 
animals,  but  would  march  right  along  through 
them  without  fear.  At  the  age  of  six  weeks 
they  moulted  again  and  were  full-grown 
grasshopi>ers.  In  a tew  days  their  wings 
were  ready  for  a prolonged  flight,  which  they 
took,  nortlnvard. 

The  ensuing  autumn  they  were  here  again, 
acting  as  before.  The  next  spring  the  young  , 
came  forth  again,  but  this  time  there  were  | 
added  to  their  already  immense  numbers  I 
another  horde  which  had  iieen  driven  back  in  ' 
theii-  mai-ch  by  a heavy  norther.  Thet-e  latter 


to: 

had  been  bred  between  the  Colorado  and  the 
gulf.  After  remaining  long  enough  to  con- 
sume nearly  all  that  the  native  locusts  had 
left,  they  resumed  their  migration.  In  the 
fall  of  1858  the  pests  were  again  seen,  high 
up  in  the  air,  passing  southward. 

Iti  their  flight  their  wings  glitter  in  the 
sun,  so  that  the  skv  seems  to  be  overcast  by 
a shining  snow  flurry.  They  come  wdth  the 
noi'th  wind  in  the  fall,  and  return  with  the 
south  wind  in  the  spring. 

PATUOKS  OF  nnSISANDKY. 

The  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  or  Grange,  is 
the  oldest  farmers’  organization  of  State-wide 
influence  in  the  State,  and  accordino-  to  tlie 
estimate  of  lion.  A.  J.  Pose,  Master  of  the 
State  Grange,  numbeis  betw’een  10,000  and 
15,000  active  members,  and  has  a non-aflili- 
ating  inenabership  approximating  100,000  in 
the  State.  The  order  has  been  the  means  of 
accomplishing  great  good  in  behalf  of  the 
farming  population  of  the  State,  maiidy  by 
constantly  keeping  before-  the  agricultural 
classes  the  necessity  of  a strict  oh>ervanee  of 
the  principles  of  economy  in  the  management 
of  the  farm,  avoiding  extravao-ant,  useless  ex- 
penditures,  and  produciiig  as  far  as  possible 
all  necessary  supplies  at  home.  Farmers  wdio 
practice  the  principles  of  the  Pations  of  Hus- 
bandry do  not  contribute  to  the  annual  out- 
flow of  money  from  the  State  for  the  pur- 
chase of  bacon,  lard,  molasses  and  other  farm 
supplies  that  can  be  produced  on  Texas  soil, 
and  ai-e  not  in  debt  to  the  money-lending 
classes.  The  Grange  numbers  amonor  ifs  ad- 
herents  in  this  State  some  of  the  most  intel- 
ligent, thrifty  and  conservative  farmers  of  the 
State — men  who  would  be  an  honor  to  ativ 
organization,  ami  whose  names  are  a gnaran 
tee  of  success  in  any  enfeipritc  with  which 
they  may  connect  themselves. 
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UISrOUY  OF  TFXAS. 


The  Texas  State  Farmer,  located  at  Dallas, 
is  the  organ  of  the  State  Grange. 

TKXAS  (O-OI-KKATI VK  ASSO<lATIOX  OK  TllF, 
J'AI'KONS  OK  lllSliANDUV. 

This  oi’cranization  is  the  ontgi-owth  of  the 
(Traime  movement  in  the  State,  and  has  for 
its  ohject  the  purchase  of  supplies  and  gen- 
eral merchandise  for  farmers,  and  the  .-ale  of 
products  of  the  farms  of  the  membership, 
thoimh  its  business  transactions  are  not  con- 

O 

lined  to  members  of  the  order.  The  associa- 
tion consists  of  central  and  branch  organ iza- 
tiojis.  The  central  organization  conducts  a 
wliolesale  and  the  local  organizations  a retail 
business.  The  central  or  wholesale  branch  is 
located  in  Galveston,  and  is  supported  by 
about  130  associations  located  in  various 
parts  of  the  State;  and  in  addition,to  the  130 
associations  above  mentioned,  there  are  about 
650  individual  shareholdei’s.  Membership, 
about  9.000. 

iThe  institution.is  chartered  with  an  author- 
ized capital  stock  of  $100,000. 

farmers’  ALLIANCE. 

This  State  enjoys* the  distinction  of  having 
given  birth  to  the  above  named  institution, 
which  is  now  the  strongest  and  most  active 
farmers’  organization  in  the  State.  No  farm- 
ers’ move  has  ever  taken  such  deep  root  in 
the  hearts  of  the  agricultural  classes,  and 
spread  throughout  the  State  and  nation  with 
such  rapidity,  as  has  the  Farmers’  Alliance 
movement,  and  its  phenomenal  growth  still 
continues,  its  progress  being  marked  by  con- 
tinual acquisitions  to  old  Alliances  and  the 
formation  of  new  ones  in  various  pails  of 
the  State.  State  Alliances  have  sprung  up 
in  several  States,  and  a national  organization 
has  been  perfected. 


The  following  facts  relating  to  the  origin 
of  the  ororanization  were  gleaned  from  a 
“History  of  the  National  Farmers’  Alliance 
and  Co-ojierati ve  Union  of  America,”  by 
W.  L.  Garvin  and  S.  O.  Daws,  of  dacksboro, 
'I'exas. 

d'lie  name  Farmers’  Alliance  was  assnmeil 
by  an  association  of  farmers  in  Lampasas 
county  in  1875,  who  had  organized  for  self- 
protection  against  persons  who  drove  off  their 
stock  and  otherwise  harassed  them  with  a 
view  of  preventing  the  further  settlement  of 
the  country.  In  1878  it  had  spread  over 
Lampa.sas  and  adjoining  counties,  but,  be- 
coming entangled  with  politics  through  de- 
signing men,  was  broken  up. 

In  1879  W.  T.  Baggett,  of  Coryell  county, 
a member  of  one  of  the  old  organizations, 
moved  to  Parker  county  and  settled  near 
Poolville.  He  had  in  his  possession  one  of 
the  constitutions  of  the  order  as  it  existed  in 
Coryell  county,  and  organized  the  lirst  Alli- 
ance at  Poolville,  July  29,  1879. 

In  this  organization  the  political  features 
which  had  destroyed  the  Alliance  of  Lampasas 
and  adjoining  counties  in  1878  were  stricken 
out  of  the  declaration  of  principles,  and  the 
order  placed  on  a non-political  basis. 

The  following  is  the  original  declaration  of 
principles,  with  the  exception  of  the  second 
and  seventh  articles: 

1.  To  labor  for  the  education  of  the  agri- 
cultural classes  in  the  science  of  economical 
government,  in  a strictly  non-partisan  spirit. 

2.  To  endorse  the  motto,  “In  things 
essential  unity,  and  in  all  things  charity.” 

3.  To  develop  a better  state,  mentally, 
morally,  socially  and  tinancially. 

4.  To  create  a better  understanding  for 
sustaining  civil  officers  in  maintaining  law 
and  order. 
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II I STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


o.  To  coiistHiitly  strive  to  secure  entire 
harmony  and  good  will  among  all  mankind 
and  brotherly  love  among  ourselves. 

6.  To  supi>i-ess  personal,  local,  sectional 
and  national  ju'ejudices,  all  unhealthlul 
ri\alry  and  all  seltish  ambition. 

7.  The  brightest  jewels  which  it  garners 
are  the  tears  of  widows  and  orphans,  and  its 
imperative  cominamls  are  to  visit  the  homes 
where  lacerated  hearts  are  bleeding,  to  as- 
siiaoje  the  suft'erinus  of  a brother  or  a sister, 
bury  the  dead,  care  for  the  widows,  and  edu- 
cate the  orphans;  to  exercise  charity  toward 
offenders;  to  construe  words  and  deeds  in 
their  most  favorable  light,  granting  honesty 
of  purpose  and  good  intentions  toothers,  and 
to  protect  the  principles  of  the  xklliauce  unto 
death. 

Its  law’s  are  reason  and  equity,  its  cardinal 
doctrines  inspire  purity  of  thought  and  life, 
and  its  intentions  are  “peace  on  earth  and 
good  will  to  men.” 

The  first  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance 
was  held  at  Central,  Parker  county,  Texas. 
Twelve  sub-alliances  were  represented. 

The  membership  of  the  order  in  Texas  is 
now  estimated  at  250,000. 

KAK.MEKS’  INSTITUTES. 

The  legislature  appropriated  ^500  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  movement,  to  be  used 
by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  College  as  they  might  direct. 
By  direction  of  the  board  the  college  authori- 
ties have  arranged  for  holding  an  institute  in 
each  congressional  district  in  this  State,  at 
which  lectures  on  subjects  relating  to  agri- 
culture, stock-raising  and  other  subjects  of 
practical  utility  to  the  farmers  will  be  de- 
livered by  the  professors  of  the  college  and 
such  other  persons  as  they  and  the  local  com- 
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mittee  at  the  place  of  holding  the  institute 
may  determine.  The  products  of  the  farm 
are  also  exhibited,  and  results  of  the  best 
metho<ls  of  work  in  ail  dc])artments  of  farm 
labor  are  shown. 

Farmers’  institutes  have  been  held  at  sev- 
eral jRiints  in  the  State,  and  in  every  instance 
they  w'ere  attended  with  great  interest  and 
enthusiasm  among  the  people.  AVith  more 
liberal  encouragement  on  the  part  of  the  legis- 
lature they  would  become  powerful  agencies 
in  awakening  a deeper  interest  among  the 
people  in  improved  methods  of  farming,  and 
directing  public  attention  to  the  importance 
and  value  of  the  work  now  being  done  at  the 
Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  in  in- 
structing the  youth  of  the  State  in  the  science 
of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts. 

Farmers’  institutes  are  open  and  free  to  all 
who  choose  to  attend  them,  and  thus  afford  a 
means  of  interchanging  ideas  and  opinions 
among  the  agricultural  classes,  unencum- 
bered by  any  conditions  whatever. 

CLIMATE. 

To  convey  a correct  idea  of  the  climate  of 
any  section  by  giving  a statement  of  “mean 
temperatures”  by  the  year  or  month,  or  even 
by  the  day,  is  misleading,  from  the  fact  that 
the  mean  temperature  of  great  extremes  may 
be  the  same  as  that  of  slight  variations.  For 
example,  the  mean  between  zero  and  lOU 
(fifty)  is  the  same  as  that  between  forty  and 
sixty,  which  aho  is  fifty.  To  give  a correct  im- 
pression of  climate  one  needs  to  state  the 
number  of  times  the  temperature  reaches 
certain  extremes  in  each  year  for  a number 
of  years,  with  accompanying  statements  of 
the  wind  and  moisture  pi-evailing  at  the  same 
times.  A table  giving  all  the.se  items  is  too 
1 tedirms  for  the  ordinary  reader  to  scan,  and 
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UISTOItr  OF  TEXAS. 


scientists  always  go  to  the  original  reports  of 
trained  observers  for  their  information. 

Texas  has  variety  in  her  climate  as  well  as 
other  things.  A very  large  portion  of  the 
State  is  swept  by  the  gulf  breezes,  which 
dispense  life  to  vegetation  and  health  to  the 
inhabitants  wherever  they  reach.  The  long 
summers  characteristic  of  this  latitude  are  by 
them  rendered  not  only  endurable  but  enjoy- 
able. So  marked  is  the  influence  of  the  gulf 
winds  on  the  climate  of  the  State  that  the 
average  temperature  along  the  gulf  coast  and 
for  many  miles  inland  is  much  lower  during 
the  summer  months  than  it  is  in  the  higher 
latitudes  of  the  north.  The  same  influence 
neutralizes  the  cold  of  winter  and  makes  the 
winters  of  the  southern  and  southwestern  part 
of  the  State  the  mildest  and  most  delightful 
of  all  States  in  the  Union. 

The  extremes  of  temperature  in  Texas 
range  from  about  zero  in  the  northern  part  of 
tiie  State  to  100°  and  112°  in  August.  The 
air  being  pure,  the  extreme  heat  is  far  more 
endurable  than  a temj)erature  of  only  eighty- 
tive,  with  such  impure  air  as  generally  pre- 
'•ails  in  the  cities.  Most  of  the  year  the 
temperature  is  comfortable,  and  averages 
letter  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

The  amount  of  rainfall  at  Austin  varies 
from  twenty-three  to  forty-four  inches  per 
annum,  generally  ranging  from  twenty-eight 
to  thirty-six  inches.  The  exact  average  from 
1857  to  1874  inclusive  was  found  to  be  33.93 
inches,  with  signs  of  increase;  that  is,  the 
first  live  years  the  fall  was  148.08,  the  second 
five  106.55,  and  the  third  five  178.88. 

During  the  same  period  the  highest  ther- 
mometer was  90°  to  107°  in  the  shade,  and 
the  lowest  0°  to  28°  above  zero. 

The  following  table  of  rainfall,  for  tlie 
years  named,  is  interesting  and  is  of  easy 
reference’ 
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The  most  notable  floods  of  the  Colorado 
since  the  settlement  of  Austin  have  occurred 
as  follows:  February,  1843,  river  rose  about 
thirty-six  feet;  March,  1852,  thii-ty-six  feet; 
July,  1869,  forty-three  feet;  and  October, 
1870,  thirty-six  feet. 

The  following  circumstance  is  illustrative: 
Colonel  Merriam,  of  theTweuty-fourth  United 
States  Infantry,  with  his  family  and  an  escort, 
encamped  on  the  Concho  river  Sunday,  April 
24,  1870.  This  river  is  formed  by  the  junc- 
tion of  a number  of  small  streams  from 
springs,  but  at  its  head  it  is  so  small  that  a 
man  can  step  across  it.  The  tops  of  the 
banks  are  usually  about  twenty-five  feet  above 
the  water. 

Fatigued  with  their  journey,  the  party 
were  pleasantly  resting,  when  early  in  the 
evening  Colonel  Merriam  saw  signs  of  a 
coming  storm.  The  tent  was  fastened  and 
made  as  secure  as  possible,  and  about  nine 
o’clock  a hailstorm  burst  upon  them  and 
lasted  until  about  eleven  o’clock,  the  stones 
beiniT  of  the  size  of  hens’  eggs  and  striking 
the  tent  with  a noise  like  incessant  musketry. 
Tlie  cohuiel,  who  wa.^  not  ignorant  of  the 
sudden  and  extreme  overflows  to  which  the 
mountain  streams  of  Texas  are  liable,  went 
f)ut  into  tlie  dai’kness  as  soon  as  the  storm 
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had  ceased,  to  see  what  effect  liad  been  pro- 
duced on  the  rivulet.  To  his  amazement  he 
fonnd,  in  tlie  previously  almost  dry  bed  of 
the  creek,  a i-esistless  torrent,  tilled  with 
fb)atiii<>;  hail,  rolling  nearly  bank  full,  white 
like,  milk  and  as  silent  as  a ri\'er  of  oil.  lie 
at  once  saw  the  daiurei-  and  nished  back  to 
the  tent,  shontino  at  the  same  time  to  the 
>oldicra  and  seivant  to  “turn  out.”  lie 
placed  Mrs.  Meniam  and  their  child  and 
nurse  in  the  amb'.ilance,  and  with  the  aid  of 
three  men  started  to  run  with  it  to  the  higher 
ground,  a distance  of  not  more  than  sixty 
yards.  Scarcely  a minute  had  elapsed  from 
the  time  the  alarm  had  been  <riven  before  the 
water  began  to  surge  over  the  banks  in  waves 
of  such  voluMie  and  force  as  to  sweep  the 
party  from  their  feet  before  they  had  traversed 
thirty  yards.  The  colonel  called  for  assist- 
ance upon  some  cavalry  soldiers  who  had  just 
escaped  from  the  United  States  mail  station 
near  bj',  but  they  were  too  terror-stricken  to 
take  heed. 

Colonel  Merriam  then  gave  up  the  hope  of 
saving  his  family  in  the  carriage,  and  tried 
to  spring  into  it,  intending  to  swim  out  with 
them;  but  the  icy  torient  instantly  swept 
him  aw’ay.  lleing  an  e.xpei't  swimmer,  he 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  bank  200  yards 
below,  and  ran  back  to  renew  the  attempt  to 
save  his  dear  ones,  when  he  received  the 
awful  tidings  that  the  moment  he  was  borne 
away  by  the  stream  the  carriage,  with  all  its 
piecions  fi eight,  turned  over  and  went  roll- 
ing down  the  flood,  his  wife  saying  as  she 
disappeared,  “iMy  darling  husband,  good- 
by!’’  The  little  rill  of  a few  hours  before, 
which  a child  might  step  across,  had  become 
a raging  rivei-  nearly  a mile  in  width,  frmn 
thirty  to  forty  leet  deep  and  covered  with 
masses  <A  driltwood.  d he  bereaved  husband 
procill'erl  a hoisc  .dip  of  the  cavalry  and 


rode  far  down  the  river,  but  could  see  noth- 
ing distinctly  in  the  darkness,  while  nothing 
could  be  heard  but  the  wild  roar  of  the 
waters. 

Thus  passed  the  long,  wietched  night. 
Before  day  the  momentai-y  Hood  had  passed 
by,  and  the  stream  had  shrunk  within  its 
accustomed  limits.  The  search  began.  The 
drowned'  soldiei’s  and  servant,  four  in  num- 
ber, were  soon  found,  and  the  body  of  the 
wife  was  taken  from  the  water  three  fourths 
of  a mile  below.  The  body  of  the  child  was 
not  found  until  three  days  afterward,  four 
miles  down  the  stream  and  a long  distance 
from  tlie  channel.  The  carriage  was  drifted 
by  the  current  about  a mile,  and  lodged  in  a 
thicket. 

The  storm  had  been  frightful,  beyond  de- 
scription. The  beaver  ponds  at  the  head  of 
the  Concho  were  so  filled  with  hail  that  the 
fish  were  killed,  and  were  washed  out  and  de- 
posited on  the  surface  of  the  surrounding 
country  in  loads.  Three  days  after  the  storm, 
when  the  searching  party  left  the  Concho,  the 
hail  lay  in  drifts  to  the  depth  of  six  feet. 

Heavy  indeed  was  the  heart  of  the  husband 
and  father  when  he  commenced  his  melan- 
choly march  to  the  post  of  the  Concho,  fifty- 
three  miles  distant! 

rUULIC  LAiNDS. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  lands 
owned  by  the  State  or  held  in  trust  for  any 
of  its  public  institutions. 

There  are  about  5,000,000  acres  of  unap- 
propriated  public  domain  belonging  to  the 
State.  This  may  be  acquired  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  relating  to  homestead  do- 
nations. 
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HOW  TO  ACQUIRE  HOMESTEAD  DONATIONS,  ETC. 

Every  head  of  a family  without  a home- 
stead shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a donation 
from  the  State  of  160  acres  of  vacant  unap- 
propriated public  land,  and  every  single  man 
of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  or  upward  shall 
lie  entitled  to  receive  from  the  State  eighty 
acres  of  vacant  and  unappropriated  public 
land.  The  applicant  must  apply  to  the  sur- 
veyor of  the  district  or  county  in  which  the 
land  is  situated,  in  writino-,  desionatincr  the 
laud  he  claims,  stating  that  he  claims  the 
same  for  himself  in  good  faith,  etc.;  that  he 
is  without  any  homestead  of  his  own;  that 
he  has  actually  settled  on  the  land,  etc.,  and 
that  he  believes  the  same  to  be  vacant  and 
unappropriated  public  domain.  The  survey 
to  be  made  within  twelve  months  after  date 
of  application.  AVhen  the  terms  of  the  law 
have  been  complied  with,  and  proof  of  such 
fact,  together  with  the  proof  of  three  years’ 
continuous  occupaiicy,  is  filed  with  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office,  patent 
will  issue  to  the  claimant  or  his  assignee. 
(Title  LXXIX,  Ch.  9,  Revised ’Statutes.) 

By  virtue  of  an  act  passed  March  29,  1887, 
and  amended  April  5,  1889,  “To  provide  for 
the  sale  of  such  appropriated  public  lands, 
situated  in  organized  counties,  as  contain  not 
more  than  640  acres,”  it  is  provided  that  any 
person  desiring  to  purchase  any  of  such  ap- 
propriated lands  situated  in  any  of  the  or- 
ganized counties  of  the  State  as  contain  not 
more  than  640  acres,  appropriated  by  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of  a portion  of  the  un- 
ajipropriated  public  land,  etc.,  aoproved  July 
14,  1879,  may  do  so  by  causing  the  same  to 
be  surveyed  by  the  surveyor  of  the  county  in 
which  the  land  is  situated.  The  person  de- 
siring to  purchase  shall  make  application  in  j 


writing,  describing  the  land  by  reference  to 
surrounding  surveys.  The  land  must  be  sur 
veyed  within  three  months  from  date  of  ap- 
plication, and  within  sixty  days  after  said 
survey  the  surveyor  shall  certify,  record  and 
map  fh(!  same  in  his  office,  and  within  said 
sixty  days  return  the  same  to  the  genera! 
land  office,  together  with  the  ajiplication. 
Within  ninety  days  after  the  return  to  and 
filing  in  the  general  land  office  the  applicant 
must  pay  into  the  State  treasury  the  purchase 
money  at  the  rate  of  $2  per  acre;  patent  to 
be  issued  by  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office  when  the  treasurer’s  receipt  is  filed 
in  his  office.  Failure  to  make  the  payment 
within  ninety  days  forfeits  the  right  to  pur- 
chase, and  the  applicant  cannot  afterward 
purchasr;  under  the  act.  (Chapter  80,  Acts 
of  Twentieth  Legislature,  pp.  61  and  62.) 

COMMON  SCHOOL,  UNIVERSITY  AND  ASYLUM  LANDS. 

The  act  of  April  1,  1887,  and  the  act 
amendatory  thereof  of  April  8,  1889,  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  of  all  lands  heretofore  or 
hereafter  surveyed  and  set  apart  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public  free  schools,  the  university, 
and  the  several  asylums,  amounting  in  all  to 
about  30,000,000  acres. 

All  lands  under  this  head  must  be  classi- 
fied by  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office  into  agricultural,  pasture,  and  timber 
lands,  and  valued  according  to  classification 
before  being  placed  on  the  market.  When 
classified  and  valued  the  land  commissioner 
is  required  to  notify  the  county  clerks  of  tlie 
counties  where  the  lauds  are  situated  of  the 
value  of  each  section  of  land  ollered  for  sale 
in  their  respective  counties  and  counties  at- 
tached for  judicial  pui])oses,  which  notifica- 
tion said  clerk  must  keep  on  record  for  pub- 
lic iiisfiection. 
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LiuiiJti  dassitied  :i8  agricultural  are  sold  to 
actual  settlers  only,  in  quantities  of  not  less 
than  eighty,  and  in  multiples  thereof  not 
more  than  640  acres,  provided  that  where 
there  is  a fraction  of  less  than  eighty  acres 
of  any  section  left  such  fraction  may  be  sold. 
AVhere  two  quarter  sections  are  purchased 
they  must  constitute  a given  half  of  some 
section.  Lands  classified  as  purely  pasture 
lands,  and  without  permanent  water  thereon, 
may  be  sold  in  quantities  not  to  exceed  four 
sections  to  the  same  person.  Parts  of  two 
sections  cannot  be  purchased  without  taking 
the  whole  of  one  section.  No  sales  are  made 
to  a corporation,  foreign  or  domestic,  and  all 
sales  to  a settler  are  made  on  express  condi- 
tion that  any  sale,  transfer,  or  conveyance  of 
such  land  to  a corporation,  either  immediate 
or  remote,  shall  ipso  facto  terminate  the  title 
of  the  purchaser  and  forfeit  the  land  to  the 
State.  No  watered  portion  of  any  section 
shall  be  sold  unless  there  is  permanent  water 
on  or  bordering  on  the  part  of  the  section  re- 
maining unsold. 

The  minimum  price  of  lands  sold  under 
this  act  is  §2  per  acre.  Lands  having  per- 
manent water  thereon  or  bordering  thereon 
are  sold  at  not  less  than  $3  per  acre.  Tim- 
bered lauds  are  sold  at  not  less  than  $5  per 
acre.  By  timbered  lands  is  meant  lands 
chiefly  valuable  for  the  timber  thereon.  The 
timber  on  such  lands  may  also  be  sold  at  the 
discretion  of  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office,  for  §5  per  acre,  cash,  except  where 
land  is  sparsely  timbered,  then  for  not  less 
than  ^‘2  per  acre,  the  ] tirchaser  to  have  five 
Years  from  the  date  of  purchase  to  remove 
the  timber  therefrom,  after  which,  if  not  re- 
moved, it  reverts  to  the  State  without  judi- 
cial ascertainment. 

Agricultural  and  pasture  lands  are  sold  on 
flirty  yeai's"  time,  at  o per  cent,  per  annum 


interest.  One-fortieth  of  the  aggregate  pur- 
chase money  must  bo  jtaid  in  advance,  and  an 
obligation,  duly  executed,  binding  the  pur- 
chaser to  pay  to  the  State  treasurer,  on  the 
first  day  of  August  each  year  thereafter,  until 
the  whole  is  piaid,  one-fortieth  of  the  pur- 
chase money  and  the  interest  on  the  whole  of 
the  unpaid  purchase  money.  Within  one 
year  next  after  the  expiration  of  three  years’ 
residence  on  the  land  the  purchaser  must 
make  proof  by  his  own  affidavit,  corroborated 
by  the  affidavits  of  three  disintere.sted  and 
credible  citizens  of  the  county,  certified  to  by 
some  officer  of  the  court,  that  he  has  resided 
on  the  land  tln-ee  years.  Upon  receipt  of  the 
fortieth  payment  by  the  treasurer,  and  the 
affidavit  and  obligation  required  to  be  filed 
with  the  application  for  the  land,  the  sale  is 
held  efi'ective. 

All  purchasers  have  the  option  of  paying 
in  full  after  they  have  resided  on  their  land 
three  consecutive  years,  proof  of  which  must 
be  furnished  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office.  Purchasers  may  sell  their  lands 
any  time  after  three  years,  the  vendee  or  sub- 
sequent vendees  to  become  subject  to  all  the 
conditions  of  sale  to  the  original  purchaser. 

If  the  interest  due  on  the  first  day  of  Au- 
gust of  any  year  is  unpaid  the  purchaser 
shall  have  until  the  first  day  of  January 
thereafter  to  pay  said  interest,  and  for  said 
default  shall  pay  50  per  cent,  penalty  on  said 
interest  past  due.  Failure  to  pay  said  past 
due  interest  and  penalty  on  or  before  the  said 
fii'st  day  of  January  any  year  works  a forfeit- 
ure of  the  land  without  the  necessity  of  re- 
entry or  judicial  ascertainment,  except  where 
the  purchaser  dies,  in  which  event  his  heirs 
have  one  year  after  the  first  day  of  August 
next  after  such  death  in  which  to  make 
payment. 

d'imbeix'd  lands  are  sold  fur  cash. 
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All  apjjlieatious  for  tlie  piircLa^e  of  land 
must  be  forwarded  to  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office  at  Austin,  accompanied 
hy  an  affidavit  stating  in  effect  that  the  appli- 
cant desires  the  land  for  a home,  and  has  in 
good  faith  settled  thereon;  that  he  is  not 
acting  in  collusion  with  others  for  the  pur- 
pose of  buying  the  land  for  any  other  person 
or  corporation,  and  that  no  other  person  or 
corporation  is  interested  in  the  purchase  save 
himself. 

The  commissioner  of  the  land  office  may, 
at  his  discretion,  lease  any  of  the  public  lands 
not  in  demand  for  actual  settlement,  for  a 
period  of  not  over  five  years,  at  4 cents  per 
acre  per  annum  in  advance. 

Applications  to  lease  shall  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  commissioner  of  the  land  office, 
and  shall  specify  and  descidbe  the  land  de- 
sired. If  satisfied  that  it  is  not  detrimental 
to  the  public  interest,  the  commissioner  may 
execute  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  deliver 
to  the  lessee,  a lease  for  the  time  agreed  upon 
of  anj  land  applied  for. 

Grazing  lands  are  not  subject  to  sale  during 
the  term  of  the  lease.  Lands  classified  as 
agricultural  shall  be  leased  subject  to  sale, 
the  lessee  to  give  immediate  possession  when 
such  lands  are  sold,  and  allowed  a pro  rata 
credit  upon  his  next  j’ear’s  rent,  or  the  money 
refunded  to  him  by  the  treasurer,  as  he  may 
elect;  provided,  that  no  such  sale  shall  be 
effected  of  a section  where  the  lessee  has 
placed  improvements  of  the  value  of  $100 
thereon;  and  provided  further,  that  no  actual 
settler  purchasing  land  within  a leasehold 
shall  be  permitted  to  turn  loose  theiein  more 
than  one  head  of  cattle  or  horses  for  every 
ten  acres  of  land  purchased  by  him  and  en- 
closed, or  in  lieu  thereof  four  head  of  sheep 
or  goats.  Each  violation  of  this  proviso  sul)- 
jects  the  violator  to  a tine  of  $1  for  each  head 


of  stock  so  turned  loose,  and  each  thirty  days' 
violation  constitutes  a separate  offense. 

Failure  to  pay  the  annual  rent  due  for  any 
year  within  sixty  days  after  tiie  same  shall 
have  become  due,  subjects  the  lessee  to  for^ 
feitnre  at  the  discretion  of  the  land  commis 
sioiier.  'I'he  State  retains  a lien  uj)on  all 
improvements  on  leased  lands  to  secure  jaiy- 
inent  of  rents.  Leaseholds  are  exemj)t  from 
taxation. 

It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to  fence,  use, 
occupy  or  appropriate,  by  herding,  line-ridiim- 
or  other  means,  any  portion  of  the  public 
lauds;  and  the  attorney-general  is  authorized 
to  bring  suit  for  the  recovery  of  such  land 
and  damages  for  its  use  and  occupation,  and 
such  suits  may  be  brought  in  the  district 
court  of  Travis  county. 

Fences  on  grazing  lands  must  not  be  con- 
structed  lor  more  than  three  miles  lineal 
measure,  running  in  the  same  general  direc- 
tion, without  a gateway  in  the  same. 

Patents  to  lands  are  issued  by  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office  when  the 
receipt  of  the  State  treasurer  (to  whom  all 
payments  are  made)  for  all  payments  due  on 
the  land  is  presented  at  the  land  office  and 
the  patent  fees  thereon  paid. 

Patent  fees  are  as  follows: 


320  acres  of  land  or  less $-100 

Over  320  acres  and  up  (o  640  acres 6.00 

Over  640  and  up  to  1,280  acres 10  00 

Over  1,280  acres  and  up  to  one-tliird  of  a league.  12.60 
Over  one-lbird  of  a league  and  up  to  one  league 

and  labor 15.00 

One  league  and  labor 20  00 

Each  set  of  field  notes  filed  for  less  than  one 

league  and  labor 100 

Each  set  of  field  notes  filed  for  more  than  one 

league  and  labor 2 00 


The  number  of  acres  of  school  lands  located 
iti  each  county  is  giveti  in  connection  with 
the  sttitistics  of  the  counties,  and  represents 
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the  amount  of  unsold  public  school  land  in 
the  county  July  4,  1888. 

Four  leaeues  of  school  land  have  been  set 
apart  for  each  county  in  the  State,  to  be  used 
for  educational  j)urposes.  Said  lands  are  in 
the  control  of  the  commissioners’  courts  of 
the  several  counties,  to  whom  purchasers 
should  apply.  Many  counties  have  already 
leased  or  sold  their  lands. 

Any  person  desiring  to  purchase  or  lease 
public  lands  can  procure  blank  applications 
suitable  for  each  class  of  land  for  sale  or 
lease  by  applying  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office  at  Austin. 

Divisions  of  land  in  this  State  are  made 
according  to  Spanish  land  measurement,  by 
varas,  labors  and  leagues,  and  distances  are 
given  in  linear  varas. 


1 vara inchee. 

1 acre 5,646  square  varas — 4,840  sq.  y’ds. 

1 labor 1,000,000  square  varas — 177  acres. 

league 8,333,333  square  varas — 1,476  acres. 

1 league 25,000,000  sq.  varas — 4,428  acres. 


1 league  and  labor. 26,000,000  sq.  varas — 4,605  acres. 
NUMBER  OF  FARMS  IN  THE  STATE. 

In  procuring  information  on  this  subject 
much  depends  upon  the  standpoint  from 
which  inquiry  is  directed.  One  farm  may 


cover  half  of  a county,  and  yet  be  tenanted 
by  hundreds  of  people,  each  having  to  him- 
self a separate,  distinct  area  of  cultivation. 
A farm  may  also  be  a body  of  laud  enclosed 
and  separated  from  other  land.  Therefore, 
there  may  be  many  farms  owned  by  the  same 
person  and  each  adjoining  the  other.  An- 
other difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  number  of 
farms  in  the  State  is  in  determining  how 
small  a tract  of  land  may  constitute  a farm. 
In  the  census  of  1880  all  bodies  of  four  acres 
and  over  were  regarded  as  farms,  which  is 
misleadincr,  for  on  this  basis  half  the  market 
gardens  would  be  called  farms.  AVhat  are 
generally  known  in  a community  as  “farms” 
are  reported  under  that  head  in  this  office. 
There  are  142,437  farms  in  the  State. 

In  1889  the  number  of  tenant  farmers  in 
the  State  was  87,991;  in  1890  the  number 
was  decreased  512  in  one  year.  This  decrease 
indicates  the  rapidity  with  which  the  State  is 
being  settled  by  farmers  from  other  States, 
as  most  immigrants  rent  land  the  first  year 
of  their  residence  in  the  State. 

In  1889  the  number  of  farm  laborers  was 
58,918,  and  in  1890  57,321.  By  farm 
laborers  is  meant  those  who  worked  for  wages 
on  the  farm.  The  average  wages  per  month 
paid  each  laborer  was  $13.38. 
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THE  COUNTIES. 


The  following  table  States  the  names  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  for  whom  named,  from 
what  taken,  when  created,  when  organized,  area  in  square  miles,  county  seats, 

and  population  in  1890.  „ 


Counties. 


Anderson 

Andrews 

Angelina 

Aransas 

Archer 

Armstrong  

Atascosa  

Austin 

Bandera  

Bastrop 

Bailey 

Baylor 

Bee  


Bell ... 
Bexar.. 
Blanco. 


Borden 

Bosque 

Bowie 

Brazoria 

Brazos 

Brewster 

Briscoe 

Brown’. 

Buchel 

- Burleson 

Burnet 

Caldwell 

Calhoun 

< allahan.  

Cameron 

Camp 

Carson 

Cass 

Castro 

Chamhcrs 

Cherokee 

Childress 

< lay 

Cochran 

Coke 

Coleman 

Collin 

Collingsworth 

Colorado 

Comal 

Comnuche 

Concho  


Cottle 

Crane 

Crockett 

Croshy 

Dallam 

Dallas  

Dawson 

Deaf  Smith 

Delta 

Denton  

DeWitt 


Donlev . 


Named  for— 

Counties  Created  from. 

When 

Created. 

When 

Organized. 

Area  in 
Square  Miles 

County  Seat. 

o 

C.3 

o — 

a- 

Mar. 

24,  184fi'.Tuly  13.  laifl 
21.  IhTH, Uuort'anized 

1,088 

1,.5()0 

878 

Palestine 

2\9>1 

Aug. 

Unorganized 

A pr. 
Sept. 
Jan. 

22, 1 84(1 

July  13,  1^0 
1871 

Homer 

6,:  04 

18,  1871 
22.  1858 

405 

2,'.  90 

Branch  T.  Archer 

(lav. 

Jitiv  ‘27,  1880 

900 

Archer 

Aug. 

21,  187(1  Mur.  8,  IKiiO 

900 

Claude  

.Jan. 

2.V  iSVi'Aiie.  4,  1856 

1,‘2‘24 

Pleasanton.  . 

6,419 

17.786 

M ar. 

17.  18.3ti 

1837 

711 

Bellville 

2«,  18.56*Mar.  10, 1856 
17,  1836|Apr.  8,  18;17 

21,  1876iUnorg'inized 
1,  186.H|Apr.  13,  1870 

1,001 

928 

Bandera 

3 '77  8 

Mar. 

Bastrop 

.O.btaj 

Aug. 

Felt. 

918 

Unorganized  . . 

Henry  W.  Baylor  

Fannin 

900 

Seymour. 

2,575 

Bernard  E.  Bee,  Sr 

San  Patricio,  Goliad,  & 
Refugio. 

Dec. 

8,  laiT  July  2.5,  1858 

1 

888 

Beeville 

3,716 

Jan. 

22,  1850  Aug.  1,  1850 
17  - . 181^7 

1,025 

1,175 

713 

Belton 

33,  89 

'“’an  Antonio. . . 

50  14.5 

Blanco  Uiver 

Bttritet,  Hays,  Gillespie,  and 
Comal. 

Feb. 

12,  18.58|Apr.  12,  18.58 

Blanco 

4;635 

Ang. 

Feh. 

21,  IS76;Mar.  17,1871 

900 

Durham 

1,041 

Meridian 

14,120 

17;  i840 

' IHH 

915 

Texarkana  

2t)/273 

Mat. 

1,479 

519 

1U474 

16,(303 

Brazos  River 

Washington  and  Robertson. 

Jan. 

30!l841IFeb.  6.1843 

Brvati 

Feb. 

2, 1887 
21,  1876 
27,  1W.56 

Feb  26,  1887 

2,‘278 

900 

Murphyville. .. 

Ang. 

Aug. 

Unorganized 
Mar.  2,  1857 

Unorganized  . . 

Henry  S.  Brown 

Travis  and  Comanche 

9.'0 

Hrowuwood. . . . 

11,316 

Col.  Buchel.  of  Con.  army 

General  Edward  Burleson 

President  David  <i.  Burnet... 

Mar. 

15,  IRSTiUnorganized 
24,1846|July  13,1846 
5,  1852iAng.  7,  1854 

2,013 

651 

Unorganized  . . 

Mar. 

Feh. 

Caldwell 

12  712 
10,615 

Travis,  Williamson,  and  Bell 

1,005 

Burnet 

Mat. 

6,  18481  Aug.  7,  1848 
4,  1816  .'itly  13,  1846 
l,ia5<;;July  3,  1877 

45:^ 

Lockhart 

15,751 

815 

Apr. 

Feb. 

964 

ludianola 

James  M.  Callahan 

Bosque,  Travis  and  Bexar... 

90u 

Baird 

5,4  22 

Ervin  Cameron 

Feb. 

12,  l848!Aug.  7,1848 

6,  1874|Jttne  20,  1874 
21, 18.56  June  26,1888 
2.5,  1816  July  13,  1816 
21,  1876!  Dec.  2:1,1891 
12,  lK.58'Ang.  2,  18.58 

3,308 

Brownsville  . . . 

13,080 

Apr. 

Aug. 

Apr. 

201 

Pittsburji 

6 ^c: 

S.  P.  Carson 

900 

PanhaucTle  .... 

051 

Linden 

•22,567 

Henry  Castro  

900 

Dimmit 

Thomas  J.  Chnmhers 

Liltertvar.d  Jeff  rson 

Feb. 

851 

Wallisville  .... 

2.-241 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Dec. 

11,  1816'July  13,  1846 
11,  1876  Apr.  11,  1887 
24,  18.57!Nov.  24,  1873 
21,  1876  Utiorgatiized 
13,  1889  Apr.  23,  1889 
1,1858  Oct.  8,1861 
:l.  1816  Julv  1:1.1816 

1,008 

7.58 

Rusk 

22,015 

(ieor<;e  C.  Childress 

Childress 

1,175 

l,l-22 

825 

Henrietta 

7,406 

Unorganized  .. 

Richard  Coke 

Mar. 

Robert  Lee  . 

2,a37 

Feb. 

i,-24:i 

884 

Coleman. 

6,086 
T ..4 

Collin  McKinney 

A()r. 

Ang. 

Me  Kinney. 

Jud<;e  James  Colliujrswcrth . . 

Fannin 

21,  1876 

Sept.  30,  1.''90 

000 

Aberdeen. . 

14.57 

Municipulitv  of  Colorado..*  . 

Original 

Mar. 

17,  USH 

18:17 

IMiO  Columbus  . . . 

19,470 

Bexar,  1 ravis,  and  Gonzales. 

Mar. 

21.  1846 

Julv  13,  1816 

6i3|Ne\v  BraunlciS 

6,411 

Comanche  tribe  of  Indians  . 

Corvell  and  Bosque .. 

Jan. 

‘15,  18.56  .Mar.  17,18.56 

930jComanche 

16,194 

Concho  River 

Fob. 

1,  18.58iMar,  11,1879 

20. 1848  Mar.  10.1819 

0 rfij  F’aint  Rock 

1,051 

William  G.  Cooke  '. ... 

Mar. 

0-4.3, (iainesville .... 

•-*4.(3')2 

James  Corvell  

McLennan  and  B'll. 

Feh. 

4,  1854 

Mar.  4, 1854 

OliOiGatesvillc  .... 

16,777 

<i.  Cottle 

4 ug. 
Feb. 

‘21.  1H7U  Hnoreaniz  'd 

1,125 

[:  nortranized  . . 

William  Carev  Crane 

2r>’  18«T 

Unorganized 
July  M,  IMU 

806iUnor<:anized  . . 

David  C'rtK'kett 

Bexar 

Jan. 

-Zii  1K75 

3,:«2 

Ozona  

101 

Ste[)lu*ii  Cntsbv 

Itexar 

Ang. 

21,  1876  Sept.  11,  1886 

9lKl;Estncndo 

417 

James  W.  Dalbim 

B(‘xar 

Ang. 

•21.  isro 

Sept.  9,  1891 

1,468 

'rexlintf 

112 

G.  .M.  Dallas 

Uobertson  and  Nacogdoches 

Mar. 

:lo,  1816 

Julv  13,  1816 

0110 

Dallas 

67,003 

Feb. 

1,  18.58  Unorganized 
21,  1876  Dec.  1,  18IK1 

•20,  1870 'Oct.  6,  1870 

00(1 

l'n(»rgnuized  . . 

Au‘\ 

1,41  » 

La  Plata 

From  its  location  and  sliapc 

Hopkins  and  l.ainar 

Julv 

Cooper  

9.110 

A pr. 
M ar. 

n,  1K4H 

July  13,  184(3 
July  13,  18K) 

0 19 

Denton 

21, -274 

(Jreen  De  Witt  

(bm/.ales,  Victoria,  and  Cio- 
liafl. 

•24,  18-16 

OIS 

Cuero 

14.:96 

21.  1876  Mar.  14.1891 

0(H) 

Espuela 

Carrizo  Springs 

•295 

I'hilip  Dimmit 

B.'xar.  Wehl),  Uvalde,  .Miiv- 

Feh. 

1,  18.58 

Nov.  2,  188.) 

1,290 

' 1,041 

Judge  iSt<»ckion  P.  Donley. . . 
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21,  1876 

Mar.  ‘22,  1882 
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niSTOlty  OF  TEXAS. 


t'ornuie-^. 


N allied  for— 

Couiitiea  Created  from. 

Wlieii 

Crealeil. 

When 

Organized. 

7. 

• Cuunlv  S<‘ul.  I — » 


rile  Duval  f-unilv. 

,S\’.  M.  Ka^^llaiul 

(Jem-nil  Mat  Kctor 

1 1 aydeii  EtUs unis 

iliieiiard  Ellis  

’rakeii  trnin  The  I*a^H 

''p.inish  iiaim*— Oak  (ln>ve. 


Duval  ... 

Ka>i5iiirl  



Kdw  unis 

Ellis 

El  l*as(> 

Eiuinal 

Eralli ;<u-ori:e  K.  Eralh 

Eall.s IKalN  on  Brazos  Biver.... 

Fannin -James  \V . Fannin 

Fayette Uienmal  La  Fayette 

Fi>lier |s  Blunles  Fislier 

Floyd ID.  Floyd 

Foard ;lh)hl  l\.  Foard 

F<dey  | Family  named  Foley 

F'orl  Bend t.\  fort  on  the  Brazos  Biver 

Franklin  iB.  Franklin 

Freestone | Ivind  of  Stoiie 

Frio jFrio  Biver 

Oalvcston. 

(Jaines..  . 

(Jarzii 

(1  illespii?. . 

(Jlasscock. 

(Joliftd 

(Jonzalcs  . 

(iray | I’eior  W.  <Jray 

(Dayson Beter  \V.  (irayson 

(Jresjcf |(Jeneral  John  Grej^g 

(Deer !John  A.  (Jreer 

Grimes Jesse  (Crimes  

(Diadalupc  iCiuadalupe  Biver 

Hale j Lien  tenant  J.  (h  Hale . . 

Hall |\\'arren  D C Hall 

Hamilton ;James  Hamilton 


iroiint  de  Galvez. 

, . . j. James  ( iaines 

...  !Th<‘  family  of  Garzas 

|('aptain  It,  A.  (Jillespie 

|GeorLTe  W.  Glasscock,  Sr. . . . 

Municipality  of  Goliad 


. 1 Baphael  Gonzales . . 
. 'I’eior 


I 

Hansford John  M.  Hansford 

Hardeman I'vvo  hrot he rs— Bailey  and  I.  J 

; H.-irdcinan. 

Hardin Wilii.am  Hardin 

Harris.... John  B Harrison 

Harrison ,A  pioneer  named  Harrison. 

llartley . C and  B K.  Hartley 

Haskell » harle  Haskell  

Hays |('aptain  J.ick  Hays 

HemidiiH  Indite  John  Hemt)h«ll 

Henderson  .....  (Jo vernor  J.  I’.  Henderson . . . . 

II iilalj^o.  iGnadahipe  Hidali^o 

Hill UJi-.n-iie  \V.  Hill 

Hockley |AdJ  Gen.  (J.  Hockley.  ... 

Hood tieiieralJohn  B.  Hood 

Hopkins pioneer  family 

Howard Volmyv  E.  Howard 

Houston ISam  Itouslon 

Hunt  t.Memuran  Hunt 

II  utcliinsou I Anderson  Hutchinson 

Irion ; Irion 

Jack |\V.  H and  B.  C.  Jack 

Jackson I A ndrew  .)  ackson  

JcH  Davis ! J*dlerson  Davis 

J«  iTerson iJ.'tVerMpJi  B.eauntout 

Jolmson  IM.  T.  Jtthtis*in  

Jones ilh-.  Anson  Jones. 

Karnes illenry  Karnes  

Kaufman David  S Kaufman 

Kendall j(Je<>ri:e  W.  Kendall 

Kent B.  Kent 

K«Tr James  Kerr  

Kimhh* j. Kimhle  

Kinir t^^*llliam  Kiiur 

Kinney 'll  L.  Kinney 

Knox  ...iKnox  Conniy,  Ohio 

Lamar  jM.  B Lamar 

Lainh  Lieutmianl  Lamh 

Lampasas iLampasas  Biv**r 

La  Salle jCavalier  de  la  Salle 

Lavaca Lavaca  Biver 


Live  Oak,  Nueces  and  Starr. 
Coryell,  Bosipie.  and  'I  ravis. 

i'l'om  ( J reen.  

:Be.xar  

INavarro 

j Bexar 

j\V»'hl),  Starr,  and  Nneee.s  ... 

C«)rvell  ami  Bo'^qiie 

' Milam  and  Limestone. . . 

Be<l  Biver 

Colorado  ami  Bastrop 

Bexar  

Ih'xar 

dia  r<leman,Kim;,('oUl«\l\nox 

' Bresidio ... 

' Austin 

Titus 

Limeclone 

Bexar.  Atasi'osa,  ami  1 valde. 

Brazoria  and  Lihenv 

Bexar 

Bexar  

Bexar  and  'Lravis 

'I’oni  <Jrt‘en 

Oriizinal 

:OiiLdnal  . 

! Bexar 

|Fannin  

iTpshur  and  Busk 

iClay 

.Mout*:omery 

'(ionzales  and  Bexar 

[Bexar  

Bexar 

'Comanche,  B(»s(ine,  Lampa- 
sas. 

Bexar  

Clay 


A it  a. 
M ar. 
A pr. 
Feb. 
Apr. 
Mar. 
An^. 
Aui(. 
Ja  n. 

An  2. 

Feb. 


Lee 


General  Bohert  E.  Lee. 


Liberty  and  Jefrers<m Jan. 

Oriirinal  . 1 

Shelby IJan. 

Bexar |Aug. 

Fannin  and  Milam Feb. 

'I  rav i-i 1 Mur. 

Bexar . . 

Houston  and  Xacoj^doclies 

Cameron 

Navarro 

Bexar 

Johnson 

Lamar  and  Nacoj^doches . . 

Bexar 

'Nacoirdoches 

Naco;rdoches  and  Fannin. 

I Bexar 

Tom  (Jri'on 

Cooke 

OriL'inal 

Orij^inal 

Bresidi«) Mar. 

Original 

Navarro  and  .McLennan 

Bex.-ir  ami  Bosqm*.  . . . |f<‘1’. 

B.exur,  De  W'itt  and  (Joliud..  Feb. 

IIrn<l(‘rsi)n,  Feb. 

Blaiieo  and  Kerr Jan. 

Bexar  Am:. 

Bexar Jail. 

Ib’xar  [Jan, 

Bi-xar .Ljaii. 

Fannin  ,Fel*. 

Bed  Bivrr Dr.-. 

Be.xar i.\ui:. 

h'annin  and  Bril 

Bexar  ami  \\’ebb. 

* loiizaies.  \’  letori  1.  J >i« 

Favl'tte  and  CidDradn 
Burh'son,  Basi  txq),  l-'i 
and  Wa^hiijeioij. 


1,  IS'kH  Nov. 

L is:s  Dec, 
vih,  l-SS'l'  Jan 

I,  Isr.K  Apr. 
iSlh  A nr. 

J,  I'C.i)  Mav 
1,  lM:.8'Unm 

^5,  lS.',()'Aur 
lK.-.0;Au<;. 

1-1,  ISJiT  .Ian. 

14,  IKK-Juu. 
i.‘l,  isrn'Apr. 

•21,  Isro  Muy 

:5,  ism '.Apr. 

1.'),  1887  Unorguni/.iMl 

ill,  IsiirMaii.  18:W| 

8,  IHTr,  Apr.  31),  181. 1, 
(),  18.-,0'.Iulv  (1,1851! 

1,  1858  .July  20,  1871  i 

1.5,  1838  1839 1 

21,  1879  l.'iiDrgniii/.od 
21,  1875  X’norgimi/eil 
23,  ISIS  .lime  .5,1818 

4,  18.87  I'norgniiizefl 

— 18.311 — 1837 

183(1 1837 

21,  187(i  Umirgnnized  j 
17. 184(1  .lull'  13,181(1 
12,  1873’.lime  28,  18731 
8,  I8(ll):,Iulv  10,  188(1; 
«,  ISlfii.IulV  13,  lH4(l! 
30,  ISir.  July  13,  181(1 
21,  187fi' 1888 

21,  lS7(lJimo  23,1890 

22,  1858  Aug.  2,  18.58 

I 

21,  187(l!Mar.  11,1889 

21,  18.58  Dec.  31,1884 

22,  18.58|Aug.  2,  1858 

— 183(i: 18371 

28,  18!9!Juue  18,  1842 
21,  183(i;Fel).  9,1891 

1,  18.58!Jan. 

1,  18l8;Aug. 

21,  lK7il|,Iuly 
27.  IHKliJulv 
21.  18,52|Aiii;. 

7,  1 8.5:1 1 May 
21,  187(1:  Unorganized 
•->,  ISddJlec.  25,  18(1(1 

2.5,  18411;,]  Illy  13,  184(1 
21,  18r(i|Jliuc  15,1882 

— IKlil' 18:17 

II,  l8lll;July  13,  181(1 
21,  187(1  Uimrgaiiizeil 

7.  I88!I  Apr.  1(1,  1889 
27,  (8.-I1  ,luly  7,1857 

— 18.3(1, 1837 

— 18:  111 18:17 

15,  188;  I May  34,  188 

— IS’ id 


is'.ii 

1 San  Di«  go.  . . 

7..’8S 

•*  1,'.'.:’. 

• 1 <1  LastluiiU  . . 

lo.:i4  » 

0,  B9I 

•».H)  < *dr«'S:t  

2 ‘4 

10,  18  >3 

2,3l(i};Leakv  , 

L":5 

5,  lS.")0i 

tHi'rWaxahaehie  . 

31,TSr 

7,  1871 ; 

S,4(i'  K1  I’liHu 

15,7.8 

ganized  1 

1 788  Unorganized  . 

4,  185t;' 

1 012  Slejihenv  ille.  . . 

21.514 

5,  1850 

77(5  Marlin 

20,097 

1838i 

H91  Bonham 

:38,b7') 

— , 18:18| 

M(i:i  La  (Jrange 

31,4L3 

27,  1883 

28, 

27,  1891' 

(Kill  I’ldiy 

3,008 

’7.50;Crowell 

BL  1KS5 
7,  1818 
r>,  IHS7 
Vi,  1841) 
7,  18.VJ 
14,  l8--:i 


4,  isrHlAm:. 
L LoS  June 
L Feb. 
•JU,  ISIS  \m:. 
10,  ISd-J  Frb. 


18:’ 

7,  18.M 
i:C  issii 
!S.’)4! 
7,  IS  18; 
IS. iStL 


’,*1.  isbt  rnorganized  | 
d»,  IS.’ifi  Mar.  '^'1.  lS.‘><i| 


:C  l s7»i 
2.“),  IS'lL 


is.'s  Jan. 

*H,  ISbi  June 

•js,  isrr 

I,  D.7S  Mar.  ’..0,  ISSti 

17,  isio iSH 

•Jl.  is'.ii  Lnoriranized 


r)4T  I U n o rr  a n i z e d 
s89.  Bichmond . . 

:H()  Ml.  Vernon  . . . 

SBJ  Fairfield 

1,0S0  Be)irsall 

fiTJ  Galveston  . . . . 
l,5r»0  Unorganized  . 
900lUnorganized  . 
t.H'lIFrederickburr 
UOOlUnorranized  . 


'10,570 
; 7,:J  0 
15.91  i 
1 :UT,' 
>31,410 


7,0:>7 


l,077l(Joiizales 

9 K)| Unorganized  . . 

9<IH|  Sherman 

279  Longview, 

18,(K)3 

53/20.} 

9,40-5 

TSljAnilersoit. 

711]lSeguiii 

998  Plninvicw 

21,293 

15,000 

917!  Hamilton 

9,272 

OlOjllanaford 

1,180  Margaret 

8’27  Hardin 

1,800|  Houston. 

-»  1 * 


H99iMarshall 

l,470jllartley 

9;:0[ILiske{l 

fi83jSau  Marcos. . . 

900;Canadian 

905;  Athens 

‘JJ350  Hidalgo 

LOJtrlliilsboro 

OOOiUnorganized  . 

49g[Granhiiry T.otn 

755jSu)plnir  Spr'gs  *20,549 
9»)01Big  S[)rings...  l,2lo 

1 , 1 77  i C roc  ke  it 1 1 9,:3  VI 

SfihjGreenville i31,}*:35 

OOOlUnorganized  . . ; 

>Sherwood ' 859 

870:Jacksboro 9,73’i 

911 'Edna 3.287 

973*)usper 5,5'6 

2.*2"9  Fort  Davis  ...  1,017 

j.03.‘  Beaumont....  5,281 
087  Cleburne.  . 22,201 

900  Anson 3,797 

7:r>,  Helena J.bl;* 

8:52  Kaufman I,”!  J ’ 

Hi8  Boerne . . ...  3, Hid 

ttOO  Unorganized  . . . 

L18S  Kerrville ] 4,1 12 

1,3 '2  Junction  City  .j  2,2.‘U 

900  Gnthrii' 1 U3 

1,701  Brackett , 4,487 

900  Benjamin I 1,121 

O.'O  Bari's 37,8134 

l.OSO  Unorranized  . . 


1:3:3 

3,{Xh> 

3,fl5fi 
37,104 
20,870 
252 
1 sm 
1 1 ,328 
501 
12,279 
0.5  54 
g;  793 


I'elT. 

1,  IS-'b  .Mjir. 

10,  is.uu; 

858  Lampasas 

7,5(i:5 

Fell. 

1,  1S5S  Nov. 

2,  ism 

1,512  Cutulla 

2,1. 38 

(Apr. 

h,  18h>  July 

13,  1819' 

1,(HH  Halletlsville. . . 

22,758 

[Apr 

14,  1874  June 
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2,  18T4j 

003  Giddings 
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n,3iu 
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lilSlOltY  OF  TEXAS. 


'JO.S 


Conntiea. 

Named  for — 

Conulics  Created  from. 

When 
( ‘reated. 

When 
< ti  LjMni/.ed. 

73 

zr 

r. 

County  Seal. 

1" 

Leon  

.\  lon/.o  de  Leon  

Rohertson 

Mar. 

17,  1816 

•Illlv  13,  18  16 

1,049 

dewetu 

13,7  0 

.Mnnieipality  of  I.ihrrty.. 
Limestone  outcrops  

p:;6 

— - ISC 

1 17 

LInieHtnne 

RolM•rt^on 

11,  is:6 

.\n".  IK.  IK:6 

914 

( ;riM‘**lM-eU .... 

•21 '594 

I.ipseiiinh 

.indite  Ahner  S Lipscomh  ... 

Rex  »r  . 

.\W'S. 

21,  IS, 6 

•1  nne  t».  IKS7 

910 

(dp-eomh  . ... 

l,:)2 

Lise  Oak 

Live  oak  w(H)d  in  county 

San  Patricio  and  Nticees,.., 

Fell. 

2,  IS.' 6 

.Vii".  4,  IS'6 

1,11; 

Oakville 

2.1  63 

Llano  

Llafjo  * iv4T. 

(;ill<-s;)ie  and  P>e.\ar  

Feb. 

1,  1S'.6 

Au".  L LS-ti 

9-'i . 

I.lauo 

6.999 

Lovin<' 

Oliver  L(»viii;r  

'l*oin  < i reel! 

Feb. 

2tJ,  1SS7 

Liior''ani/.»‘d 

77.'i 

I’uorL'ani/ed  . . 

LnhhiK'k  

'Loin  Luhl>(»ek 

lU-xar  

An;:. 

21, 

Mar.  10.  ISd 

9')" 

LiPdu.ck 

3,3 

Lvnn 

(L  \\\  L\  nn. 

Rcxiir 

Am:. 

2L  1876 

L‘nor"rtni/.«*»l 

9 'C 

rn<»r">Mi  i/,ed  . . 

>1  adiaon 

damea  Madiaoti 

(ii  imes,  Walker  niul  I,eoii , 

dan. 

27,  1853  Aug.  7,  18. T 

460'  \Imli><MiviIls  , 

S..'4  6 

Mnlioil 

Frnncia  Marion 

(’ai“S  and  Harrison 

Feb. 

8 18611  Mar.  15,  i-i;n 

4 ,K 

detlcrson  . 

10.‘^  3 

Martin  

Wyly  Martin  (pres  Consulta 
t ion 

Rexar 

An;:. 

21,  1S76 

Nov.  4,  IS-U 

9 0 

MarieiiHeld .... 

(72 

Mason 

( aplain  Mason,  of  U.  S.  .Army. 
,Mnnicii»a  iiy  of  Maiuj^'ordu. . . 
A.  Maverick  

Rex'ur 

•Ian. 

2.’,  18.58 

All".  2,  I'^'S 

9.  IS 

M asnn.  - . , , . 

5,'-6S 

.Matagorda 

.Maverick 

— 1R;a7 

1 1 ». 

Mataioriia 

Ka"lc  Pass  .. 

Kinn<‘\  

Feb. 

2,  is.i6  •hilv  13,  1S71 

U3  8 

3,6-9 

MeCnlloclj 

Ren  McChilhK'h  

Rexar 

An^. 

27,  1.8-6 

18.6 

1,1  43 

Rradv  

3,2  C) 

McLennan 

Neil  McLennan 

[/uncst<nio,  Milam  ami  Na- 

•Ian. 

22,  18.51)  Aug.  .5,  1851) 

1,1 .8.4 

Waco 

3u,i:56 

.AIc.Mtilleu 

Jolin  Mc.Mttlleii 

Atascosa,  Live  Oak  and 
Rexar. 

Feb. 

1,  1858 

1817 

1,176 

Tilde  11.. 

1,037 

Medina 

Medina  River 

Bexar 

K.d). 

12.  1S4.8 

Aug.  7.  1818 

1,30-1 

Custroville 

5,728 

Meimrd 

M.  B.  Menard .. 

Rexar 

•I  an. 

22,  isns 

Miiv  8,  18711 

KSo!  Monardville  . .. 

1 ,'239 

— 1836 

15.  1887 

‘ iy:i7; 

!9; 

24!750 

Mills 

John  S.  aM ilia 

Lampasas,  Hamilton,  Rrown 
and  Comanclie. 

M ar. 

Sept.  12,  I837| 

l,:46l 

(joldtliwaite. .. 

5,461 

Mitchell 

Two  brothers  A.  and  E.  Mitch- 

Rexar 

An". 

21,  1876  Jan.  10.  ISSl 

9C0 

Colorado 

2,1  .59 

Mont  a sue 

Alontgomery. 

Moore 

Morria 

Motley 

Niico"(loctiea 


oil  I 1 

Dani(d  Montamie — Cooke  ‘Dec. 

(ieneral  James  .Montoomery.. ' WaKliin.Stnii |Dec. 

liexar Laii". 

Titus Mar 

liexar I.\ii''. 


W.  .Moore. 


I'onimodore  1: 

\\'.  W.  Morris 

il)r.  W'm.  Motley 

iNaeoirdoclies  tribe  of  Imliaiis.  Original  . 


Navarro iJose  .Antonio  Navarro 


Newton  . 

Nolan 

Nueces 

Oeliiltroe 

Oldham 

Orantje 

I’alo  I’iuto 

I’auola 


• ISerjteant  Newton 


I’liilip  N(dan ^Bex 


l((d)ertson |Apr. 

laspcr I Apr. 


Nneces  Itiver 

W.  R.  Ochiltree iBexar 


A op 

tian  I’aincio ;Apr. 


Williamson  S.  Oldham,  Sr.. . 
From  the  Oranjte  fruit  ... 

Palo  Pinto  Kiver 

Indian  tribe. 


Parker A familv  at  Parker's  Fort. 


Parmer. 

Pecos  

Polk 

Potter  

Presidio 

Rains 

Randall 


.Martin  Parmei 

I’ecos  River 

James  Iv.  Polk 

Robert  Potter 

Presidio  del  Norte 

Emory  Rains 

II.  Randall 


Red  River | Mnnicipalitv  of  Red  River... 


Reeves 

Refugio 

Roberts 

'Robertson 

Rockwall 

Runnels 

Rusk 

Sabine 

San  Augustine. . 
San  Jacinto 


Aug. 

Bexar bAng. 

Jefl'erson I Feb. 

Bosque  and  Navarro ^Aug. 

Harrison  and  Slndby  |Mar. 

Navarro  and  Bosque iDec. 

Bexar Aug. 

I Presidio May 

|I.iberty .Mar. 

Bexar Aug. 

Bexar jJan. 

Wood.  Hunt  and  Hopkins. . ufune 

Bexar Aug. 

Original ■ 

Pecos A|)r. 

Original I 

Bexar |Aug. 

Kaufman IMar. 

Bexar  and  Travis Feb. 

Nacogdoches Jan. 

Original 


George  R.  Reeves. 

Municipality  of  Refugio 

John  S.  Roiierts 

Sterling  C.  Robertson 

An  underground  wall 

Governor  II.  R.  Runnels 

Thomas  J.  Rusk 

Municipality  of  Sabine 

M unieipality  of  San  .A  ugusti  ue  Original  ...  

. Battletield  of  .''an  Jacinto I Pidk,  I.iberty,  WalKcr 

! I Moutgomery. 

.San  Patricio Muuicipa'ity  of  San  Patricio. . |Origiual 

Schleicher (tustav  Schleicher,  M.  O Crockett  

San  Saba .San  .Saba  River jPexar 

Scurry  Wm.  R.  Scurry  

Shackelford Dr.  Schackidford  

Shelby' General  Shelby,  of  Kentucky 

Sherman ...  (ieneral  Sidney  Sherman.  .. 

Smith lames  Smith 

Somervell .Alexander  Somervell 

Starr James  II.  .start- Nueces 

Steiiheus Alexander  H.  Stephens IBosque 

Sterling Sterling  Creek Tom  (ireen 

Stonewall Gen'I.  T.  J.  (Stonewall)  Jack- Fannin 

son.  I 

Sutton I. lent.  Col.  Sutton,  of  C.  S.  .A.  Crockett  

Swiaher lames  G.  Swisher iBexar 

Tarrant |K.  H.  Tarrant |Navarro 


24,  l.S.->rlAug.  2,  IS.-1S 

14,  IHM7i 1H:47 

21,  ISti;  Unorganized 
IJ,  lS7.')'Mav  12,  18. .7 
21,  1S7H  Feb.  “ 

— ISillii 

2.5,  1818. Inly 
21,  1818  .filly 
21,  1878  June  10,  ISSl 
18,  l.sjli'Jiily  18,  I8i8, 
21,  1876;  Feb.  21,  1889 
2.5,  18rGJiiue  12,  1891 

.5,  18.521. Mar.  20,  i8'.2 
27,  18.58’ Apr. 

80,  184tilSept. 

12,  1 8.5.5!  Mar. 

21. 1878j  Unorganized 

8,  1871iJiine  13,1872 
3J,  1846;Jiilv 
21,  1887,  Sept 

3,  18.50 1 

9,  187lVDec. 

21,  1876  July 

- 1838' 

14,  188:1  Nov. 


2.5,  1.891 
— 1817j 
13,  1811)1 
13,  1816 


27,  18 
— , 1846 
1,  1856 


and  .All 


. ' Bexar 

. Bosque 

. Original 

. Bexar 

. 1 N acogdoehes . . . 
.'Hood 


Apr. 

Feb. 

.Aug. 

Feb. 


— 1836 
21,  1876 
14,  1847 
1,  1873 
1,  18.58 
16,  1843 

Jan.  10, 

Apr.  23, 
Feb.  16, 
Fch.  0, 

13,  i.870 
— 1836 

Dec.  1, 

13,  1816 
6,  1837 

— 1875 
1,  1870 

27,  1889 

- 1817 
4,  1881 

18)7 


18.8 


18:17 

183' 


1,  !8;o 


1,  1887jUnorgani/.ed 
1,  18.56  Ala y ' 3.  1856 
21,  1876'Jiine  28,  1,881 
1,  l,8.5S:Sept.  12,  1S74 


18361- 


lS:tl 


lAiig. 

I Apr. 

I Mar. 

Feb, 

'.lull. 

Mar. 
Aug. 


21,  1,876  ,I line  Bl,  1,889 
lI,lS16Jiilv  13,1816 
13,  1875' Apr,  ■■ 

10,  1818  Aug 


12,  ls75 
7,  IS  1.8 
1876 


A])r. 

Aug. 

Dec, 


22,  18.58  . 

4,  189l'.Tune  3,1891 
21,  1876  Dec.  20,  1888 

1.  IRRtInov.  4. 
iii,  isrr.jNov.  11,  iH'.M) 
21),  181t)lAug.  5,  1«50 


R‘)l 

1,0:  i-J 

<y\{. 

2(h 

l,(nr» 

1,0.V) 

R75 

Kl 


1,4 

396 

968 

79<) 

900 

m 

7,470 

1,109 

900 

2,6--.2 

267 

19 ‘62 

2,721 

m.) 

900 

S69 

ino 

990 

917 

STiii 

63; 


Uoiitftffue  . . . 
wiiiiK : . 

DjniijrcMiielcl. 
Matjulor...  . 

L'oi'Kicaim 

Newton 

Sweet  \\'fUer.. 
2,81.7  Corpnei  Cluinti 

910  Ochiltree 

rat«coea  ...  . . . . 

Orange 

l*ulo  Pinto 

t\nrthH"e 

U’eatherford. . . 
Onor^Kiiized  .. 
Ft.  Stockon  . . . 
Liviujr^ton  .... 

.\marillo 

Marfa 

Emory 

Oanyon 

(,'lftikevillc 

Pccop 

Refugio 

M iaini 

Franklin 

Rockwall 

Hallinsrer 

Ilenderr^on  . . . 

Hemphill 

San  An<rnf?tine. 
Cold  S|)rii) 


IS. 6 <9 
ll,7-:6 


I 6,.>S0 
I 139 
i:>,964 
2.7.3' )7 
4.64.> 
1..776 
8,nS9 
198 
2R7 
4,76.8 
R.319 
d4,3»)l 
21,662 


61 1 Sun  Patricio. . 
1,‘‘00  riiorL^unizt'd  . 

l,l3l|San  Saha 

!>00|Snydcr  •. 

KCAlhany 

R02|(’eiiter 


9in 

9:>7 

199 

2,744 

900 

‘HHI 

900 


( ’(Odwnter 

Tyler 

Olcn  Rof?p 

Rio  Grande 
P.recki‘nridi;fc. . 
Slerlinj;  City. . . 
Raynor 


l.r>09jScnora 

IKKii'l'nlia 

9iH.)jFoil  NN'orth  . . . 


1,807 
10,;^  3 
-i.%n 
2.  73 
3 9 9 
J87 
21,327 
tk.»0 
l,r>«sr> 
328 
26,496 
5.817 
3.182 
IS  986 
4,9.kS 
r..r.S4 
7,:-.:>G 

1,3  O 


f).M  1 

1.410 

1 V,m1 
:U 
28. -.97 

3.411 

lo.aiit 

:,935 

1.U25 


4U,SS:i 


nisfOllT  OF  TEXAS. 


200 


CoUtiU<*rt, 


I‘m\  lor 

try 

I’hrockinortoii 

I'll  us 

Tom  (iroen  . . . 

Travis 

I'rinity 

VyUT 

I'pshnr 

r |)ton  

L'vahio 

Val  Verde.... 
\’an  Zandt . . . 

Vieioria 

\\'alker  ....  . 

Waller 

Ward 

Washin^rton  . . 

Webl> 

Wharton 


Wheeler 

^^'icllila 

Wilhari'er  . .. 
AN'illiumsoii , . . 

Wilson . . 

Winkler 

Wise 

Wood  

Yoakum  ...... 

Voun«t 

Zapata. 

Zavala 


Named  for- 


iA  family  l>y  name  of  Taylor. 

iKrank  'Terry 

Dr.  Willia'tt  K.  Thntekmorton 

An  old  settler 

(ienentl  'rom  (ireeu 

William  l».  Travis 

Trinity  Kiver 

John  'Tyler 

Ahel  1*.  Upshur.  ....  

John  ami  W,  F.  Upton 

tiose  U\ald(^ 

Relative  location, 

I.saac  Van  Zandt  

M unicipality  of  Victoria ...  . 

Robert  J.  Walker 

Kdwiu  Waller 

Thomas  W.  Ward 

iMniiicipaliTy  of  Washini^ton . . 

M Mines  Webi) 

W.  II.  and  J.  A.  Wharton  


Jmllie  Ibtyall  'T.  \N’hecler. . 

iWichiin  River 

WilbarLUT  family 

R.  M.  Williamson 

James  C.  W ilsou. 

Jmlue  U.  M.  Winkler 

Henry  A.  U’ise 

Geort^e  'J . Wood 

Henderson  Yoakum 

William  Cooke  Yoiinj; 

Zapata,  a .Me.xicau  patriot 
Lorenzo  de  Zavala 


Counties  Created  from. 


Itexar  and  Travis  

Rexar 

Fannin  and  liosque 

Red  River  and  Bot>t|ue 

Ihtxar 

Bastrop 

Houston 

Liberty 

NacoLcdoches  and  Harriaon  .. 

Tom  (ireen 

Be.xar 

Kinney,  Crockett  and  Pecos. 

Henderson 

Orijrinal 

Montgomery 

Grimes  and*  Austin ... 

'Tom  (iieen  . 

Original 

Be.xar  and  JSan  Ibitricio 

Matagorda,  Cttloraito,  Jack- 
son. 

Bexar  and  Fannin 

Young  Land  District  

B(‘xar 

Milam 

Bexar  and  Karnes 

1'om  (ireen  

(h)oke 

Van  Zandt. . 

Bexar  

Fannin  and  Bosque 

Starr  and  Webb 

Uvalde  and  Maverick 


When 

Created, 


X 

When 

Orguiiizod. 

a: 

< r 

Conuty  Scat. 

X 

rhi!v  8.  18' S 

!«K):  A hileno ' 

21,  18ib  Unorguni/<ul 
IJ,  1K.-.8  Mar.  Irt, 
lI,lH4(iJuly  n,  IMIU 

10,  D74  .Ian.  •’>,  IS7.’> 

22.  IglOjApr.  8,  IHTl 

11,  lA^olApr.  I,  1H'.0 

J,  lS4t>;Julv  Kl,  IS-IT) 

27,  ISlbiJuly  U,  181U 
2(»,  l.'‘87iUm»rganized 

K,  lH.->()jApr.  21,  bS'^i 

24,  188.’>|Mhv  2,  1H8'> 

2(1,  1818, Aug.  7,  lMi8 

18:10; lK17i 

4,  lH4(i!Julv  i:i,  1840 

28,  lH7.8!Aug.  IT),  I87:l 
26,  1887' Unorganized 

— im'A 18:i7 

28,  l^THiMar.  16,1848 
1846  July  i:i,  181(i 

21,  lH76iApr.  12,  18711 
1,  I8.’)8jjune  21,  1882 

1,  18.‘)8  Oct.  10,  T'<81 

18,  18(8'Aug.  7,  1848 

18,  186.»!Aug.  6,  18ti0 

26,  1887-Uiiorganized 
28,  18.‘>6  Mav  T>,  18’j6 

lSr>olAii?.  .\  18.'iO 

ai,  1878  Unorganized 

2,  18.">6  A])r.  17,1871 

22,  18.5S|At»r.  26,  18’)8 
1,  18.-j8iFeh.  25,1884 


900  Unorganized 
9(  0 '1  hroekmorloii 
420,  .Ml.  Pleasant 
8,5 48' San  Angelo.. 

1,0111' Austin 

70S;Groveton.  . . . 
9IS  W'oodville.  . . 

511i;(Uilim*r 

l,197:lJnorganized 

l,MH:Uvalde 

:-t,28l!l)el  i-io  ..  .. 

8-10  ('Milton 

1*82!  Victoria 

’168;Hnntsville.. . 
4911!  Hempstead. . 
85')|  Unorganized 
603  Brenliam.  . .. 
1,5.")2  Laredo 
L,.l72  Wharton  .... 


900  Moheetie. 
r>sii  Wichita  Falli 

987', Vernon 

l,l97j(ieorgeto\vn. 
7!;5|Moresville. . . 
8:i7jUnorganized 

900  Decatur 

702l(>uitman 

825;  Unorganized 

9(>0|Graham 

1,291  jCarrizo 

l,29UiBate6vilIe  . . . 


6,94li 

IMIJ 
8, 1S!» 
' .5,188 
.86,11'8 
10, .561) 
iO,6Si 
12,()59 


: 3.802 
! 2.860 
1 6,2:54 

1 2J*1 1 
• 10, .577 

128.61*11 

16,.5S8 

7,5,‘-i6 

778 
4, KM 
7,072 
2.5,88.8 
10,651 

18,928 


5,044 

3,6.36 

1,096 


SUMMARY  OF  TOTALS 


COUNTIliS. 


1888. 

lh?9. 

i890. 

Total  number  countiee  in  State 

245 

1 

J 

247 

200 

*.:19 

4.‘> 

-8 

AUKA  AM>  UOl-l  I ATIO.V. 


Total  eqiiare  miles  territory 

Poimlation,  United  8taies  census  ISHt). 
I’opnlation,  United  Stales  census  1800. 

Increase  in  |>o|)nlation  since  1880 

I’erceuiuge  of  gain  since  1880 

Holalive  rank  in  popiilalion 

Density  of  population  ]ier  sipiare  mile 


2r4,3i;t> 

l.nOl.rtO 

40.  )4 
8,8 


The  popnladou  of  Te.xas  in  184.-)  is  estimated  at  .'lO.iHXI;  I84r>,  l.Vl.iXKi;  IS.'iO  census,  21o,.5!h>;  1800,  fiOl.odO;  ’.8:0,  818, ."iTO.  During  the 
decade  1880  to  IS'JO,  Texas  advanced  in  population,  in  point  of  rank,  from  tlie  eleventli  to  llie  seventh  among  tlic  states  of  tile  Union. 
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nisTonr  of  texas. 


CITIKS  AND  PKINCIPAL  TOWNS. 

Ahili'i)i\  with  a population  of  4,300,  is 
situated  on  the  'I'exas  A Pacific  Railroad,  KiO 

I 

miles  west  of  f'ort.  Worth,  and  at  about  the  [ 
center  (jf  the  “•  Abilene  country.’'  Its  esti- 
mated trade  for  1891  was  about  $1,800,000, 
the  average  freight  receipts  at  the  depot 
being  about  $22,000  jier  month.  During 
the  year  1890  nineteen  brick  business  houses 
were  erected.  There  are  three  national  banks, 
with  an  aggregate  capital  and  surplus  of 
$375,000,  and  the  city  has  also  water-works, 
electric  lights,  ice  factory,  etc. 

Austin,  the  capital  of  the  State,  is  located 
near  the  geographical  center  of  Travis  county. 
Its  topography  is  distinctively  unicpie,  having 
in  general  the  grade  of  an  inclined  plane 
broken  by  superficial  waves,  which  seem 
from  their  regularity  to  be  the  work  of  art 
rather  than  the  formation  of  nature.  It  is 
located  at  the  foot  of  a rancre  of  mountains 
and  possesses  all  local  advantages  that  the 
most  refined  taste  could  desire.  In  sicrht  of 
the  city  and  a short  distance  from  it  Mount 
Barker  and  Mount  Bonnell  lift  their  tower- 
ing heads — the  former  to  an  altitude  of  398, 
and  the  latter  372  feet  above  the  streets  of 
the  city.  At  the  entrance  of  a fertile  plain, 
on  the  banks  of  a beautiful  stream,  it  unites 
the  convenience  of  a commercial  town  with  j 
the  romantic  beauty  of  a spot  admired  by  all 
for  its  pre-eminent  loveliness.  Its  environ- 
ments ])resent  every  shade  of  refined  beauty 
and  cultivated  elegance.  Austin  is  regarde<l 
by  general  consent  as  the  most  beautifully 
located  city  in  the  State.  The  site  was 
selected  by  a committee  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Lamar  in  1839  to  locate  a j)ermanent 
seat  of  government.  It  was  known  at  that 
time  as  the  hamlet  of  Waterloo,  and  had  a 


popiilatioti  consisting  of  three  families.  \\  init 
an  enchanting  picture  must  have  presented 
itself  to  the  committee!  Here  was  a combi 
nation  of  charms  that  delighted  the  senses, 
embracing  the  majesty  of  mountain  scenery 
[ the  spreading  |)rairie,  the  lofty  forest,  the 
charming  valleys  and  bounding  streams. 

The  city  was  s|dimdidlv  laid  out  with 
broad  and  imposing  avenues,  which  received 
their  names  from  the  forest  trees  and  streams 
of  the  State.  Its  corporate  limits  emljiace 
an  ai-ea  of  si.xteen  and  three-tenths  squai'c 
miles.  It  has  an  efficient  electric  street  rail- 
way system,  with  its  ramifications  reaching 
the  princij)al  points  of  intei-est.  It  has  also 
a.  dummy  line  in  successful  operation,  ex- 
tending to  the  dam.  The  illumination  by 
gas  and  electricity  gives  the  place  an  air  of 
convenience  and  security. 

Austin  has  greatly  increased  in  population 
during  the  past  few  years.  In  1880  the 
population,  according  to  the  United  States 
census,  was  11,013;  in  1891  it  was  25,000. 
The  assessed  values  of  property  during  the 
same  period  increased  from  $5,044,224  to 
$10,514,088. 

The  population  comprises  some  of  the 
most  enterprising  and  energetic  as  well  as 
the  most  conservative  to  be  found  in  the 
State.  As  a result  of  this  Austin  is  a beauti-- 
fill  city,  abundantly  provided  with  every  con- 
venience which  has  been  called  into  being  by 
the  wants  of  man. 

AVhile  Austin  is  not  yet  distinctively  a 
manufacturing  city,  recent  investigations 
showing  its  possibilities  as  a manufacturing 
center,  and  the  proximity  of  valuable  build- 
ing stone  and  an  abundance  of  clay  for  brick- 
makino-  near  at  hand,  have  encourao-ed  im- 
provements  of  all  kinds,  and  a general  feeling 
of  confidence  for  the  city's  future  pre\ails. 

In  1890  the  tax-paying  voters  of  the  cifv 
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decided  at  the  polls  by  a n aj  'Hty  of  twenty- 
seven  to  one  to  issue  bonds  for  §1,400,000, 
for  the  purpose  of  erc’ctine  an  enormous  dam 
across  the  Colorado  river  ami  the  building  of 
a comi)lete  system  of  water  and  electric  light 
works,  to  be  owned  and  controlled  by  tlui 
city. 

'i'he  w<ii-k  on  the  dam  was  beoiin  in  No- 

r:> 

\ember,  1800.  ami  was  completc(J  in  181*3. 
It  is  an  immense  granite  structure,  1,150  feet 
loner  and  00  feet  above  the  ordinary  low- water 

O ~ 

level  of  the  riveia  Total  C(jst  of  the  dam, 
§007,028,  ami  the  city  water  and  electric  plants 
in  connection  raise  the  total  cost  to  about 
§1,400,000.  It  furnislies  14,500-horse  power, 
of  which  the  city  has  about  4,500,  leav- 
ing 10,000-horse  power  that  can  be  util- 
ized for  manufacturing  purposes.  It  is  the 
largest  improved  water-power,  e.\ce}»t  one,  in 
the  United  States.  The  lake  formed  by  the 
building  of  the  dam  is  another  attractive 
feature  of  the  city.  It  e.vtends  thirty  miles 
up  the  river,  and  the  scenery  along  its  shores 
is  of  the  most  romantic  and  picturesque 
character,  unsurpassed  iu  America.  A large 
e.vcursion  steamer  navigates  the  lake,  and 
Austin  is  destined  to  become  a great  pleasure 
resort.  One  of  the  most  lovely  sites  on  the 
lake,  about  four  miles  above  the  dam,  has 
been  laid  out  for  e.xtensive  Chautauqua 
grounds.  It  is  owned  by  an  association  of 
well  kiniwn,  enterprisitig  citizens  and  edu- 
cators, chartered  by  the  State.  A large  |ier- 
manent  high  school,  for  advanced  education, 
is  establi,>hcd  at  the  Chantanqiia  grounds. 
The  site  commands  a ma'>niH<-ent  view  of 
lake  and  mountain  scenery,  and  the  Capita; 
City  can  be  plainly  seen  in  the  distance. 

Austin  oilers  many  superior  advantages 
for  man  ufact  u ri  ng  entei'prises.  and  her  in- 
dustria!  enteipriscs,  although  com pai'at i vel y 
f-mall,  ai’c  ijicrca-ing  with  e\'ery  yeai'  by  the 
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location  of  new  establishments.  A baking- 
powder  factory  and  creamery  are  among  the 
most  recent  assured  additions  to  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  city. 

The  Houston  A Tc.xas  Central,  the  Inter- 
national A ( i 1'ta‘it  Northmm,  and  the  Austin 
A Northwi'stern  i-ailwav^  run  into  the  city. 
The  iMi.sSouri,  Kansas  A I'exas  Kailrccid  also 
has  arrangements  by  which  it.s  p:l^senger 
trains  run  into  tlie  city.  It  is  the  terminu.-- 
of  the  Houston  A Te.xas  Central,  and  the 
heachpiarters  of  the  Austin  A Northwestern 
j Railroads. 

Estimated  mercantile  transactions  in  18U1: 
Dry  goods,  §1,500.000;  groceries,  §2,500,- 
OOO;  iiardware,  §800,000;  jewel i-y,  §750,- 
000;  lumber,  §1,200,000;  agricultural  im- 
plements, §800,000;  furniture,  §1,000,000; 
produce,  eggs,  chickens,  etc.,  §250,000;  mis- 
cellaneous, §2,000,000.  Produce,  etc.,  han- 
dled in  1801;  Cotton,  10,000  bales;  wool, 

2.500.000  pounds;  hides,  1,200,000  pounds; 
cotton  seed,  10,000  tons;  corn,  100,000 
biU'liels;  wheat,  10,000  bushels;  live-stock, 

5.000  head;  value  of  all  other  jU'oducts, 

§100,000. 

Rank  e.xchange  in  1801  amounted  to  §11,- 

000,000. 

The  real  type  of  Texas  civilization  ex- 
pressed itself  at  an  early  date  after  annexa- 
tion in  the  establishment  of  three  grand 
asylums — one  for  the  blind,  one  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  and  one  for  the  insane.  Ihe  cost 
to  the  State  in  the  establishment  and  mainte- 
nance of  these  benevolent  institutions  has 
been  and  stilt  is  a heavy  dralt  upon  the 
! ti-easury.  While  they  are  sustained  by  direct 
taxation,  they  are  the  State's  channels  of  con- 
tinmms  aid  to  the  unfortunate  among  the 
people.  They  are  olijects  of  general  in- 
terest, and  frccpient  entcl•tainment^  given  by 
1 them  draw  large  crowds  and  funii&h  occa- 
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sions  of  iiiucli  instruction  and  aniiisemcnt. 
An  asyliun  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind 
of  the  colored  race  lias  also  been  established 
near  the  city. 

'J'he  Travis  county  courthouse,  conslruetcd 
out  of  limestone  having  a marlile-like  ap 
pcarance,  and  symmetrically  [iropoilioned  to 
its  siirioundings,  occupies  an  attracti\e  and 
commanding  place  ft.)  the  public  eye.  (!  is  a 
costly  building,  ha\  ing  tlie  appointments  of 
convenience  suggested  by  modern  experience, 
and  is  located  near  the  southeast  corner  of 
Capitol  sijuare  and  fronting  Congress  avenue. 

The  land  otfice,  situated  in  the  east  edge  of 
Capitol  a<juarc,  is  an  imposing  edifice  adajited 
to  the  large  biisitiess  of  the  land  commis- 
sioner, an  officer  of  State,  d'he  oovernoi-'s 
mansion  is  eligildy  located  on  an  elevated 
site  southwest  of  Capitol  S(piare  and  in  full 
view  of  the  new  capitol. 

The  United  States  building  for  post  office 
and  other  governmental  purposes,  situated  on 
the  corner  of  Colorado  and  Si.\th  street  (for- 
merly Pecan  street),  is  a handsome  structure, 
every  way  in  harmotiy^  with  the  greatness  of 
the  country  and  the  magnificence  of  the  city. 

The  Ihiiversity  of  the  State  of  Texas  is 
domiciled  in  an  impo.sing  building  on  College 
Hill,  in  the  northeni  jiortiou  of  the  city. 
The  growing  pati-onage  of  this  institution, 
its  increasing  matriculation  during  the  brief 
period  of  its  existence,  and  the  thoi’ough 
scholarship  i-e<juired  in  graduation,  success- 
fully  advertise  the  work  that  is  beiim'  done. 

*'  O 

In  this  connection  it  is  noted  \\ith  pride 
the  Confederate  Home,  an  eleemosynary  in- 
."titution  for  the  pin-pose  indicated  in  the 
litle.  It  is  situated  in  the  western  part  of 
the  city,  comprising  a beautiful  tract  of  land 
upon  which  is  c.on.^tructed  an  elegant  and 
commodious  building.  The  scope  of  it,-  de- 
feigii  i.'  to  piovide  a liome  for  the  unfoi  tunatc 


soldier  having  served  in  the  Confederate 
army.  Tt  was  conceived  in  the  purest  patri- 
otism and  noblest  philanthropy,  and  although 
young  in  its  mission  of  mercy  it  is  rapidly 
approximating  the  ideal  created  for  it  by  the 
divinest  sentiments  that  e\er  dominate  the 
human  heart. 

d'he  Travelers'  Protect iv*-  .\ssociatioii  of 
Ameiica  has  selected  Austin  for  the  location 
of  their  Xational  Sanitaiium,  where  the  com- 
mercial travelers  of  the  entire  Union  may 
spend  their  vacations.  A beautiful  .site  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  embracing  some 
thirty  acres  on  the  line  of  the  .Aliistin  A 
A'orthwe>tern  Pailroad,  has  been  donated  to 
the  association,  and  buildings  in  keeping  with 
the  well  known  liberality  of  the  ti-aveling 
men  will  soon  be  erected  thereon. 

Austin  has  one  of  the  best  school  systems 
in  the  State,  and  had  a scholastic  population 
in  18h0  of  4.00-f,  and  gave  em])loyment  to 
si.xty  teachei-s. 

Breahani,  the  county  seat  of  W’^ashington 
county,  is  a flourishing  commercial  place  of 
7,000  inhabitants.  It  is  located  at  the  inter- 
section of  the  Gulf,  Colorado  A Santa  Fe 
ilivision  of  the  Atchison,  Tojjeka  A Santa  l-'e. 
and  the  Houston  A Texas  Central  division  of 
the  Southern  Pacific  systems  of  railway. 
Tile  town  is  beautiful  and  most  pleasantly 
located,  and  surrounded  by  a very  fine  farm- 
ing country  in  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  much  valuable  timber  yet  remains  in  the 
county-.  The  town  is  well  built  and  supplied 
with  many  costly  public  buildings  and  hand- 
some residences. 

As  a commei-cial  and  manufacturingceiiter, 
few  places  of  its  size  jios.sess  greater  advant- 
ages. in  both  id'  which  it  is  steadily  increasing. 

The  estimated  mereautilc  transactions  for 
1890  amounted  to  about  8-1.385,000.  Hank 
capital,  sItkI.OOO. 
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There  are  in  that,  city  eleven  c.hurclies, 
with  an  estimated  membei>liip  of  3,200,  and 
there  are  twenty  ioriges. 

BrotensviUe,  tlie  county  seat  of  Cameron 
county,  is  situated  in  tlm  sontli western  part 
of  the  conntv,  on  tlie  liio  Ci'amle,  alunit 
thirty  mih-.s  above  its  montli,  and  directly 
opposite  the  Mexican  city  of  iVIatamoras.  It 
lias  a laroe  trade  with  the  nnmerons  small 

O 

towns  aloim  the  liio  (Jrande  for  a distance  of 

O 

400  miles,  the  extent  of  steamboat  na\iga- 
tion.  It  has  commei’cial  relations  with  the 
gulf  ports,  l)oth  by  the  way  of  the  month  of 
the  Uio  Grande  and  the  port  of  Jfrazos  de 
Santiago,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  the 
Uio  Grande  Railroad. 

Ropulation  in  1890,  6,020.  Assessed  value 
of  property,  $886,215  in  1880,  and  in  1891 
$1,126,136. 

in  Brazos  county,  liad  a population 
in  1890  of  3,869,  and  an  assessed  valuation 
of  $1,376,000. 

All  the  church  buildings  are  nice,  hand- 
some structures. 

Bumef,  the  capital  of  Bimiet  county,  is 
situated  about  the  center  of  the  county,  on 
the  Austin  A Northwestern  Bailway,  and 
surrounded  by  picturesejue  scenery.  It  has 
a good  trade,  and  is  specially  a wool  and  live- 
stock market.  Assessed  value  of  all  property 
in  1891,  $543,135. 

Cli  hiirne.  the  seat  of  guvernment  for  dohn- 
son  county,  is  located  near  the  coiter  of  the 
county,  on  the  edge  of  the  laiwer  Cross  Tim- 
bers, ti  fty- two  miles  from  Dallas  and  twenty- 
eight  from  Fort  Worth.  It  is  on  the  main 
line  of  the  Gulf,  Colorado  A Santa  Fe  Rail- 
i-oad,  and  is  the  location  of  the  shoj)S  of  that 
road,  and  also  ha>  a raili-oad  dii-ect  to  Dallas 
and  to  Weather  ford.  It  is  .-ituated  in  the 
midst  of  a tine  agricultural  and  stordc- laiisino 
lii.-iiicf.  as  well  as  horticultui'al.  It  i>  the 


largest  shijrping  point  on  its  line  between 
Galveston  atid  Dallas  or  Fort  Worth. 

Assessed  valuation  of  jrroperty  in  1891, 
$1,509,750. 

Besides  an  excellent  .-y.stem  of  public 
.schools  llunc  is  a seminai'V  of  hioh  standing 
ami  several  smaller  pri\atc  ^(diools. 

CucrO,  the  county  seat  of  De  ^Vdtt  county, 
ha<l  in  1890  a population  of  3,079.  and  i.s  a 
growing  town,  doing  considerable  business. 

DalUtfi  is  situated  on  the  Trinity  river 
near  the  center  of  the  county.  It  is  a city  of 
greiit  pnsli  atid  eneigv.  It  has  grown  fiom 
a village  of  10,358  inhaldtants  in  1880  to  a 
population  of  38,140  in  1890.  The  assessed 
values  show  a similar  ratio  of  increase,  hav- 
ing increased  from  $3,420,045  in  1880  to 
$32,098,950  in  1890.  The  population  given 
here  includes  Dallas  with  all  its  suburbs. 

The  period  in  the  history  of  Dallas  has 
been  reached  wheti  its  future  is  no  lotiger 
doubtful.  Its  natural  advantaoes  make  it  a 
rival  of  the  most  prosperous  ,;ities  of  the 
South  in  progressiveness  and  commercial  im- 
))ortance.  It  is  situated  iti  the  midst  of  the 
great  gi’ain  belt  of  the  State,  and  the  many 
new  enterprises  inaugurated  during  the  [>ast 
few  years  are  oidy  kueping  pace  with  the 
genei'al  expansion  going  on.  in  point  of 
agricultural  surroundings  and  manufacturing 
and  commercial  importance  it  is  inferior  to 
no  city  in  the  State.  The  past  year  has  been 
a very  |)rosperons  one  for  Dallas.  The  num- 
bei‘  of  public  buildings  and  private  residences 
constructed  are  said  to  be  greater  than  that 
of  any  other  city  in  the  State. 

Dallas  has  tine  railroad  facilities  for  mar- 
keting its  manufactuieil  products.  The  fol- 
lowing railroads  run  into  the  city:  The 

4'(‘Xas  A.  I^acilic,  the  Itallas  A Wichita, 
the  lloU'tcni  A 4e\as  ('ciitial,  the  Missouri 
Pacific,  the  'J’exas  dVunk,  the  Gulf.  Colorado 


. .M  ■ 'V- 


•«,  I YllH  [ik.'l  ni  -f1*  ru^iri’ 

• "I*  tirt«  I ,M«vUi>  1*M«  «iH)C  H K >ni  h«  rfllw 


*t,,*  . • 

h»;  .1.1, 

,«:4ln  i ij^iMi)  *1  If  10  m»i1i 
•It"  !■  ,-*>  ill  ).••.*  Yjirl'UH  ■mI* 

1' 

•1  • .'»M  i*  Jtbtfc  i||i  Ml  Ui.ifiirtU  «i 

I 1 III « 1 ..rr* 

I.I,  ,i..ti.1,ii  Iii'l  ,«4|)  Hi>  viHIMi.  Milt  )o 

1 'M't'  «||  . ft(«0 


1 

1 . • ' . 

•••  •M|i  '<  1/  /Jl-I  ll||■M»•ll  IJ.Il 

|"I  nil  .llil/  liiMil  '^IaI  I,  i«|| 

1 • - ".|«»il.  ,1  ihlll  .J>  t.iil  Ijtll  t/IIMfiil 

< ii'M  ,..i'  , 

• 1 •: 

' iii.'u'  !ij  I Mi(i  J)Hi» 

• < t.  . ,Mlll|«<M(  J4l|  |(  ',<JlAif 

* ‘ 0ti'j  1^,'  . I'XHi  Hug 

Jill  hut  winlA'i'i  "iJI  i^tll 

' ' '•fi.- 

' ♦i’'iiA>  «i  i't  itoillyi 

• 1 1 1 ■ .'  ii  I 1 'in  ' i , 

■ ■'  "II  .1  ; 

1 ■'  ',  • ' *1 «,  ♦ 

.tiKiiliilU  ihilA*ll)  OlH 
' III  In  1 In-.  . . I>4ll.;-.  I H/H}  rt. 

“JUl  Ml  .,ir  1 ,(>|J  ;ij  r ii.OH#',?  }y 

< l.l  1 ,l  ‘l  •!  . .11  1 ' -I. 

1 1 l|  • llIM  |»|,  J «l,l  1 
......  •.  ,, 

n.i|iiiliii,  uf  fi  hfni  . I liiilii'i  n; 

m.<,(<ni„i  hi  — «4i  im  trtW  ,»|iib.8  )i.  III 

1 -•!  1 ' 1 

■i.;i  n>'  . ■ 1 

oix>.yru*i»j 

1 ii.kI  ...n  .1*  •,7nll»lultl  »tXl  tIA 

1.1  . 1,  ,|i„_-*j 

1 • I ) ■ n . 

.t  ai  «'>4o#ii  amoM 

• l«4  Ithlin'i  Mill 

■ . ll-.il  ,,,  ,.  , , 

mi  ,_.II,I,1-I  nil  Im  hill  lliOiift  llalfliUlA 

H*,  •*,  *•  II  III 

|miii  /fi*  !i»  ;i  1 \ ./,  uI1b;i/. 

M.  >.'l 

..•♦I  il  o.  (f  -i|i|Mnti. l'ili|  y«l 

( t’ ■ j t ; 1 «.|f , . . . 

1 1 , .*■  > ' ' .*w  • 

*■  . 1 i f*'  .1 

■I'.j  * i> 

II  .ill*  him  W , li  huil  ,«|«n|  l-K)^  H 

.liiiiij  ai(  1 141  1m  M)|t||i  In**  • i.i  % )ii,ti*j4i 

iU'l,!'lu*»  vUldf  III 

' ||U>  t I ■ .nj  1.1  l>lll  , 

X .J ' -.V  r <-*i  I y(i — /ftniVt  I*r^« 


. 1 

1 • I I i.n  if  (11. 1 

) viviv?  v<ii  Ju  rjirt  ’III'  Ml*  ,i^ffo/tpiY 
l^'i(i»J  hit*  'It'll I'^l  fi«ii1l  K'.ihm  '.'ll  ^rlitiKirifi 

■ r 1 ■ ' 1 1 1 '^iW  t • 

1/  II  1 IJ  rl  ( 

1,  <u'  nih  M>i  ai  il  .ill7«i7/  Ji<»  1 aumf 
I'.i'i  t .-Jilin.  Vi  ii!iin,»hij>  ,||m4:1  ;>,jj  le  wiii'l 

■)/''  1 1 (••|t*ii  tfl."  !t  Miri|l!v<ii  .'ii(i  ii  tma 

• i»  1 *1 1 .1  ,,j* ' • * I • i1  » •[»  ■ mIjm  M ' oMm  IhiH 

; j-.'-  •*!  .1)  t'  (lAti  M *1  fl  I •>'.  V/  tfMA 

•I  ■ M '«|W  Imu.  hi  a/ A K* 

I *4>  > • ) Mil  , if|,  i((t  , «A uHti>  II  *a  ' ••»/ 


OF  TFXAS. 


X'U 

it  Santa  I'Y‘.  the  Dallas  it  Waco,  and  the 
Dallas,  Southeastern  it  Pacific,  about  coin- 
pleted — thus  making  Dallas  one  of  the  great 
i-ailroad  centei'S  of  the  Static  It  has  sixteen 
miles  of  rapid-transit  railroad,  and  about  this 
mileage  under  constniction ; twenty-six  miles 
of  electric,  street  railroad,  and  several  miles 
beino  constructed.  'I'lie  business  streets  and 

cr> 

many  miles  of  residence  streets  are  paved 
with  hois  d’arc. 

A careful  estimate  of  the  \olnme  of  trade 
for  1S90  gives  the  total  of  mei-cantile  trans- 
actions $20,097,000.  The  city  has  seven 
large  tlonri ng  mills,  ten  banks,  etc.  Thei-e 
was  spent  in  1888  $2,750,000  in  building 
operations  and  public  improvements. 

The  State  Fair  and  Dallas  Exposition, 
which  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  cotisolidation 
of  the  Dallas  State  Fair  and  Exposition  and 
the  Texas  State  Fair  is  located  at  Dallas, 
with  a capital  of  $250,000.  It  is  situated 
about  two  miles  from  the  courthouse  and  has 
a rapid-transit  electric  and  railroad  lines  run- 
ning to  the  grounds.  The  grounds  cover  an 
area  of  120  acres,  which,  with  all  improve- 
ments, cost  $177,000.  It  is  one  of  Dallas’ 
most  successful  enterprises,  as  exhibited  by 
the  receipts  and  expenses  for  1888 — receipts 
$110,000,  expenses  $80,000. 

The  Federal  District  and  Circuit  Court  for 
the  Nortliern  District  of  Texas  is  also  located 
here. 

The  receipts  of  the  Dallas  post-oflice  for 
the  years  1888  and  1889,  for  example,  very 
largely  increased,  and  give  an  idea  of  the 
varied  gi’owth  of  jKistal  business.  For  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  90,  1888,  $03,305.- 
20;  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1889, 
879,414.23. 

Dfiiixnii  is  a donrishing  town  of  Grayson 
county,  on  the  Hou.'lon  A Texas  Central 
Railway  ainl  i.-  the  sontheri)  terminus  of  the  i 


great  ^Missouri,  Kansas  A Texas  Railway. 
It  is  three  miles  south  of  Red  river.  The 
population  now  is  11,000,  and  the  place  is 
rapidly  improving.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
important  places  in  northern  'I'exa?. 

JhnluH,  the  County  seat  ol  Denton  county, 
is  thirty-live  miles  nort li west  ol'  tin*  city  of 
Dallas  by  the  line  of  the  Dallas  iV  W'ichlla 
Raih'oad,  which  has  its  terminus  at  Denton. 
It  is  situated  about  the  center  of  the  comity, 
on  the  Transcontinental  division  of  the  Texas 
A I’acitic  Railroad. 

It  has  a population  of  3.129,  with  pro])erty 
assessed  at  about  $1,000, 000.  Has  two 

national  banks,  with  a jiaid  up  capital  of 
$110,000;  two  tloiiring  mills,  representing  an 
invested  capital  of  $100,000;  an  ice  factory, 
marble  works,  two  brick  factories,  two  pot- 
teries, and  seyeral  other  manufacturing 
establishments. 

Estimated  mercantile  transactions  in  1890, 
$810,000.  There  were  expended  in  1890 
$25,000  in  public  improvements. 

Worthy  the  county  seat  of  Tarrant 
county,  is  situated  near  the  center  of  the 
county,  on  a liigh  plateau  overlooking  the 
Trinity  river.  It  is  vigorous  and  enterpris- 
ing, and  is  a success  as  a commercial  and 
manufacturing  point.  Its  growth  has  been 
steady  and  uniform.  Fort  Worth  has  long 
been  the  distributing  point  for  the  live-stock 
trade  of  the  northwest;  and  to  this  is  now 
added  the  enormous  grain  trade  of  the  lately 
opened  region  of  northwestern  Texas  known 
as  the  “Panhandle.” 

In  1876  it  had  a population  of  1,123,  and 
tiiat  year  the  Texas  & Pacific  Raih'oad  was 
built  to  it.  The  increase  in  population  and 
wealth  was  thenceforwai'd  vei'y  marked.  The 
Fnitod  States  census  for  1890  ga\  e a popula- 
tion of  22,700;  that  of  1891,  estimated  at 
[city  directory)  32,000. 
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Tlip  assessed  values  in  1880  were  ^1,002,- 
801,  and  in  1800  $21,300,785. 

Fort  Worth  is  situated  in  the  nortliern 
|iurtion  of  the  central  artesian  water  belt  of  j 
the  State,  and  has  witliin  its  limits  about  300 
arte.'ian  wells,  which  supply  water  to  both 
|.ul)lie  and  private  enterprises.  These  wells 
\arv  in  depth  from  114  to  1,140  feet.  Ihe 
tirst  well  was  dug  in  1870  and  there  is  no 
diminution  from  the  water  How.  The  deep- 
est wells  are  the  strong-flowing  ones.  The 
water  from  these  wells  in  most  instances  is 
wholesome,  and  is  used  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

Manufacturing  establishments  now  in  oper- 
ation are  testimonies  of  Fort  orth’s  pros- 
perity. They  indicate  what  is  in  store  for  a 
city  with  such  enterprise  atid  financial  back- 
ing as  is  possessed  by  Fort  Worth. 

The  city  has  110  miles  of  graded  and 
graveled  streets,  sixty  miles  of  sewer,  fifty- 
nine  miles  of  electric  street  railway,  is 
copiously  lighted  by  electricity,  and  has  seven- 
teen churches,  models  of  architecture.  It  has 
seven  national  banks,  with  a combined  capi- 
tal of  $5,000,000.  Amount,  expended  in 
1890  in  building  operations  and  public  ini- 
provemeuts,  $2,112,000. 

Fort  Worth  is  a great  railroad  center,  the 
the  following  lines  entering  the  place:  Texas 
A Pacific,  St.  Louis,  Arkansas  & Texas,  Fort 
Worth  A Rio  Grande,  Fort  Worth  A Denver 
('itv.  Gulf,  Colorado  A Santa  Fe,  Missouri, 
Kansas  A Texas  and  the  Fort  Worth  A JMew 
Orleans.  The  shops  of  the  FArt  Worth  A 
Denver  City,  the  Texas  A Pacific  and  Fort 
Worth  A llio  Grande  Railroad  Companies 
■o(^  located  here. 

' Tlio  mercantile  Iransaetions  for  LSltO  were 
e-timiili’<l  at  alioiit  .'^'J  l.( *•)(), otKl 


Gah'rxtnn , the  capital  of  Galveston  county 
and  chief  seaport  in  the  State,  is  situated  on 
the  extreme  northeast  end  of  Galveston  island, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  the  same  name.  It 
was  laid  out  in  1838.  The  tirst  sale  of  tovMi 
lots  took  place  April  20  ot  that  year. 

Galveston’s  peculiar  advantages,  by  reason 
of  its  geographical  position,  have  long  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  commercial  world. 

It  is  one  of  the  largest  cotton  markets  of 
America,  which  trade  has  contributed  much 
toward  its  general  prosperity. 

Galveston  suffered  with  other  Southern 
cities  in  the  general  business  depression 
incident  to  the  war,  and  her  trade,  manu- 
factures and  industries  of  every  character 
were  more  or  less  prostrated.  But  this  pros- 
tration was  only  temporary.  Few  enterprises 
have  sprung  up,  and  the  commercial,  manu- 
facturing and  maritime  interests  of  the  city 
took  oti  new  life,  and  at  present  a general 
feeling  of  confidence  prevails,  and  the  outlook 
for  prosperity  and  stability  is  brighter  than 
ever  in  the  history  of  the  city. 

It  has  had  a constant,  steady  increase  in 
population,  and  tor  the  past  few  years  the 
ratio  of  increase  has  been  great.  The  popu- 
lation ^IJ.  S.  Census)  in  1870,  15,290",  in 
1880,  24,121;  in  1890,  29,118;  estimated 
directory  count,  1891,  56,000. 

Durincr  1889-’90-'91  the  city  inaugurat- 
e<l  a thoruiu'‘h  system  ot  water  works,  fed 
from  the  many  artesian  wells  in  the  city 
limits.  A marked  difference  in  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  engaged  in  the  export  and  import 
trade  is  observed,  and  the  draught  of  watei 
over  the  bar  has  been  very  much  improved. 
From  August  1,  1888,  to  August  1,  1889, 
75  steamers  entered  the  harbor  from  foreign 
j port.*^  and  192  entered  from  coastwise  ports, 
while  80  cleared  for  foreign  port®  and  174  for 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


Ocean-going  vessels  which  have  entered 
and  cleared  from  this  port  for  seven  months, 
ending  March  31,  are  as  follows: 


No.  Tons. 

Entered  from  foreign  ports.  ...1G2  134,883 

Entered  from  domestic  ports.  .203  241,408 

Cleared  for  foreign  ports 176  246,013 

Cleared  for  domestic  ports.  . . .202  271,176 


Total 743  954,140 


Ocean-goino:  vessels  have  brono'ht  into  and 
carried  out  of  this  port  in  twelve  months, 
ending  June  30,  1891  (May  and  June  esti- 
mated to  equal  previous  year),  merchandise 
and  products  amounting  in  value  to — 


Imports,  foreign  and  domestic. . $87,000,000 
Exports,  foreign  and  domestic..  84,000,000 

Total  value $171,000,000 


Imports  consisting  of  miscellaneous  mer- 
chandise, coal,  etc.,  maiidy  from  New  York 
and  other  Atlantic  ports,  foreign  imports 
being  less  than  one-third  of  the  total.  Ex- 
ports, mainly  cotton,  amounting  to  about 
$50,000,000,  the  other  $34,000,000  being 
made  up  of  wool,  grain,  flour,  other  agri- 
cultural products,  and  the  product  of  onr 
factories,  of  which  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment reports  by  the  late  census  we  have  over 
300  in  operation.  The  near-by  coastwise 
traftic  carried  on  in  small  steamers  and  sloops 
amounts  annually  to  many  millions  of  dollars, 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  the  port  of  Galveston 
does  an  annual  business  exceeding  in  value 
$200,000,000,  to  which,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  vast  volume  of  business  transacted  ii; 
Galveston,  should  be  added  to  wholesale 
merchandise  business,  amounting  to  nearly 
$60,000,000  per  annum,  the  annual  output  of 
our  304  manufactories,  amountino-  to  several 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  bank  clearances, 
which  far  exceed  $250,000,000  per  annum 


The  city  has  an  available  wharf  frontage 
on  Galveston  channel  of  over  6,000  feet.  Its 
beach  is  said  to  be  unsurpassed  by  any  other 
on  the  American  continent.  It  extends  the 
whole  length  of  tlie  ishind  east  and  west,  and 
nearly  straight,  and  almost  as  smooth  as  a 
floor. 

There  are  two  lines  of  steamships  plying 
between  Galveston  and  New  York  city,  wiili 
a daily  line  to  New  Orleans,  and  another  to 
Indianola  and  Corpus  Crhisti,  a weekly  line 
to  Ilavaua,  and  a semi-monthly  line  to 
London. 

The  entrance  to  Galveston  harbor  is  ob- 
structed by  an  inner  and  an  outer  bar,  the 
removal  of  which  has  been  undertaken  by  the 
United  States  Government.  The  work  was 
begun  in  1874,  hut  the  appropriations  have 
been  inadequate,  and  the  work  is  still  incom- 
plete, but  very  satisfactory  as  far  as  prose- 
cuted. The  water  on  the  bar  is  steadily 
increasing  in  depth,  and  vessels  are  now 
passing  over  the  bar  drawing  fifteen  feet  of 
water.  Tlie  number  of  vessels  requiring 
lightering  before  passing  over  the  bar  are 
fewer  as  the  increased  depth  of  water  on  tho 
bar  permits  them  to  come  in  and  discharge 
their  cargoes.  The  work  of  dtepening  the 
water  o\er  the  bar  may  be  considered  as 
experimental,  but  of  suHicient  importance  to 
demonstrate  the  fact  that  when  the  work 
proposed  is  completed  deep  water  over  the  bar 
varying  from  18  to  20  feet  will  have  been 
secured.  The  last  report  of  the  engineer  in 
charge  of  the  work  shows  a gain  of  six  inches 
on  the  bar  at  uieau  low  tide.  In  1885  13.1 
feet  was  the  maximum  depth  over  the  bar. 
In  1886  oidy  one  vessel  went  out  over  the  bat- 
drawing  14  feet  of  water. 

Galveston  is  a beautiful  city,  with  wide  and 
straight  streets  and  elegant  parks.  It  has  a 
number  of  costly  public  buildings.  Oleander 
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J’ark  occupies  80  acres,  tlie  City  Park  25 
acres.  There  are  a nimil)er  of  piit)lic  sqnai'cs, 
an  esplanade  two  miles  long,  and  .several 
pnl)lic  gardtnis.  iWagnolia  Cro\e  Cemetery 
comprises  100  acrc'.s,  and  the  City  Cemetery 
10  acres. 

lour  lailroatls  nin  into  the  city  of  (>al-  : 
\e>tun.  They  are  the  Caheston,  Houston  ' 
Henderson,  the  (Jiilf.  Coloi-ado  & Santa  I'e,  ; 
the  International  i'e  (Jreat  Northern,  and  the  j 
^Vransas  Pass — the  latter  ninnino  into  the  i 
city  via  the  track  of  the  Gulf,  Colorado  i'e 
Santa  Fe. 

All, of  the  principal  raili'oads  in  the  State 
also  have  an  outlet  to  the  onlf  over  these 
lines. 

In  point  of  manufacturing  and  coininerclal 
importance  Galveston  surpasses  any  city  in 
the  State,  and  rivals  many  of  the  leading 
cities  of  the  South  with  even  greater  popu- 
lation. 

Galveston  is  the  most  attractive,  coolest 
and  healthiest  city  in  the  South.  Constant 
gulf  breeze,  unsurpassed  surf  bathing  and 
thirty  miles  of  beach  for  riding  and  driving, 
which  is  unequaled  in  the  world. 

trcoryetfnon,  the  county  seat  of  William- 
son county,  is  situated  in  a high,  healthy 
section  of  the  county,  on  the  bank  of  the 
beautiful  San  Gabriel  river,  at  the  terminus 
of  the  Georgetown  branch  of  the  Interna- 
tional & Great  Northern  Pailroad  from  the 
south,  and  also  the  Georgetown  & Granger 
branch  of  the  Missouil,  Kansas  & Te.xas 
Railroad  from  the  east.  Its  population  is 
2,5B8.  It  has  two  banks,  one  private  and 
one  national.  The  transactions  of  these  two 
banks  during  1890  amounted  to  $8,000,000. 

Amount  expended  in  building  operations 
and  public  improvements,  $500,000. 

^lanufacturing  cstal)lishments  consist  of 
chair  and  furniture  factory.  hO'  k factory,  two  i 


planing  mills  working  all  kinds  ot  woodwork 
for  building  purposes;  ice  factory,  capacity 
si.\  Ions  per  day;  one  rolliu’  flouring  mill, 
capacity  110  bariels  per  day;  one  saddle  and 
harness  lactury;  one  plow  factoi'y. 

d'li(*  Southwestern  rnivau’sity  is  located 
here,  vhicli  has  the  patronage  of  the  live 
annual  (;oufeivuces  of  Texas,  of  the  Meth- 
odist F|)iscopal  Church,  South.  The  annual 
enrolled  attendance  in  iS90-’91  was  about 
000;  $100,000  was  expended  in  1891  in 
i mprovements .of  the  buildings  of  this  uni- 
versity. 

The  Te.,\as  Chautauqua  Assembly  is  located 
on  a high,  elevated  hill,  immediately  west  of 
the  city,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
which  is  spanned  by  a inagniticent  suspension 
bridge,  and  is  in  a flourishing  condition. 

The  city  is  supplied  with  a magniticent 
system  of  waterworks,  furnishing  pure  water 
from  springs. 

Gonzales^  the  capital  of  th.e  county  of  the 
same  name,  is  situated  on  the  Guadalupe 
river,  a mile  below  the  mouth  of  the  San 
Marcos  river,  about  sixty-six  miles  east  of 
San  Antonio  and  sixty  miles  south  by  east  of 
Austin.  It  has  a population  of  2,500,  two 
banks,  three  churches  and  a college. 

Hempstead,  in  Waller  county,  is  situated 
on  a high,  rolling  prairie,  about  fifty  miles 
northwest  of  Houston,  on  the  Houston  & 
Texas  Central  Railways,  and  is  the  eastern 
terminus  of  the  Austin  branch  of  that  rail- 
way. It  is  in  the  midst  of  a most  productive 
agricultural  region.  Population,  2,259.  There 
are  sold  in  the  place  about  3,500  bales  of 
cotton  annuallv,  and  it  is  also  a great  shipping 
point  for  watennelons  and  canteloupes. 

Houston,  the  capital  of  Harris  county,  in 
latitude  29°  30',  longitude  94°  50',  is  at  the 
head  of  navigation  of  Ruffalo  bayou,  fifty 
miles  uorthwe.'t  of  Galveston,  and  the  rail 
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niSTnlxY  OF  TEXAY^. 


road  center  of  Texas.  Tlie  city  situated 
on  both  sides  of  tlic  bayou,  on  gently  undu- 
lating land,  and  has  steamboat  communica- 
tion with  (iaheston  daily.  In  18‘d0  it  had  a 
population  of  27,411.  Jlesides  the  usual 
complement  of  schools  and  clmi-ches  it  con- 
tains the  ]\faso-iic  Temj)le  for  the  (irand 
Lodge  of  Texas,  and  its  city  hall  and  market 
house  are  unsurpassed  in  the  South.  The 
annual  State  fair  is  also  held  here.  It  is  an 
important  manufacturing  center. 

Assessed  value  of  all  property  in  1891, 
§15,770,449,  which  is  greater  by  nearly  §3,- 
000,000  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
Total  value  of  all  the  property  owned  by  the 
city,  §200,000.  Kumber  of  square  miles 
within  the  corporate  limits,  nine. 

lluntsmlle,  the  last  residetice  of  the 
lamented  Sam  Houston,  is  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment of  Walker  county,  on  the  Hunts- 
ville branch  of  the  International  & Great 
Northern  Railroad,  seventy-four  miles  north 
of  Houston.  It  contains  eight  churches,  the 
State  penitentiary,  Andrew  Female  College, 
Austin  College  (Presbyterian),  etc.  Popula- 
tion, 2,271.  Assessed  value  of  all  property 
in  1891,  §490.000. 

Kaufman,  at  the  crossing  of  the  east 
branch  of  the  Texas  Central  and  the  Texas 
Trunk  railroads,  has  enjoyed  a constant  in- 
crease in  population  and  in  .taxable  values. 
Since  1870  the  number  of  inhabitants  has 
increased  from  400  to  ahout  3,000.  Assessed 
values  in  1890,  §800,000. 

Lam2)asas,  with  a population  of  about  3,- 
000,  has  a property  assessed  in  1891  at  §1,- 
096,325.  There  is  also  a seminary  at  that 
place. 

Laredo,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  International  & Great  Northern 
and  the  Mexican  National  railroads,  has  a 


population  of  11.313,  an  IJrsnline  academy 
or  convent,  and  proj)e!-ty  assessed  at  §2,405. 
870  in  1891. 

Marlhu  the  countv  seat  of  Falls  county, 
is  situated  four  miles  northea.st  from  the 
geograpliical  centew  of  the  county,  on  the 
Waco  division  of  the  Houston  A Texas  ('eii- 
tral  Railroad.  It  has  a population  of  2,27f-. 
and  ])roj)crty  assessed  in  1891  at  §1,050,0()< t. 
Amount  expended  in  buildings  and  im[)iov(‘ 
ments  during  that  year,  §65,000. 

Marshal',  the  seat  of  government  hu-  liar- 
rison  county,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State, 
has  now  a population  of  7,196,  six  churches, 
a female  college,  Wiley  University  (Metho- 
dist Episcopal),  the  machine  shops  and  head- 
quarters of  the  Texas  & Pacific  Pailroad,  etc. 
The  Shreveport  branch  of  the  railroad  forms 
its  junction  there. 

Mclvlnney,  the  headquarters  of  Collin 
county,  on  the  Houston  A Texas  Central 
Railroad,  is  the  terminus  of  the  East  Line 
A Red  River  Railroad.  The  assessed  value 
of  the  property  of  the  place  increa  ed  from 
§610,000  in  1880  to  §1,230,780  in  1888. 
In  1890  §30,000  was  spent  in  buildings  and 
improvements,  and  this  js  but  a sample  of 
what  that  city  is  averaging.  Population  in 
1890,  3,849. 

Nacogdoches,  capital  of  the  county  of  the 
same  name,  is  situated  on  the  Houston,  East 
A ATest  Texas  Railroad.  140  miles  from 
Houston  and  ninety  from  Shreveport.  It  is 
the  best  trading  point  between  those  two 
places.  The  amount  of  bank  exchange  in 
1890  was  §400,000. 

Ncu'  Birmingham,  in  Chei'f)kee  county, 
with  a jjopulation  of  1.200  in  1890.  is  des- 
I tilled  to  become  an  iron-manufacturing  city 
j of  considerable  importance.  It  is  situated 
I only  a mile  and  a half  from  Rusk,  and  is  a 
new  ji’.ace.  being  laid  off  jn  188, s.  It  Ls  on 
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the  Si.  Louis,  Arkansas  & Te.vas  liailroad. 
Wliite  sulpluir  and  chalybeate  springs  are 
numerous  in  the  vicinity.  The  place  is 
growing  i-apidly. 

Scui  Antonio  is,  as  shown  by  the  last 
United  States  census,  the  largest  city  in 
Te.xas.  It  is  by  far  the  prettiest,  the  most 
healthful,  and  has  the  finest  drinking  water 
of  all  cities  anywhere,  and  her  visible  water 
supply  is  more  than  sufficient  for  a city  of 
two  millions  of  people.  That  this  is  no  ex- 
aggeration may  be  seen  by  remembering  that 
the  San  Antonio  river,  with  a width  of  from 
thirty  to  seventy-five  feet  of  purest,  clearest 
water  averaging  from  five  to  six  feet  deep, 
flows  right  through  the  middle  of  the  city 
with  a current  of  more  than  twelve  miles  an 
hour;  and  the  San  Pedro  springs  send  a 
third  as  nuicb  through  the  city  in  the  old 
acequias  dug  by  the  Spanish  missionaries 
nearly  200  years  ago;  then  it  has  one 
public  artesian  well  right  in  the  main 
business  part  of  the  city  that  flows  over 
3,500,000  gallons  a day.  This  gives  a 
public  supply  of  more  than  30,000,000  gal- 
lons of  water  a day,  and  its  clearness,  purity 
and  sweetness  are  marvels  to  scientists  as 
well  as  to  visitors.  Besides  this,  factories, 
ice  works,  the  United  States  Government 
headquarters,  laundries,  breweries  and  pri- 
vate premises  have  a large  number  of  wells, 
making  the  present  flow  of  water  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  San  Antonio  more  than 
45,000,000  gallons  a day. 

There  is  no  climate  yet  known  that  equals 
that  surrounding  San  Antonio.  Southwest 
Texas,  as  shown  by  the  most  carefully  kept 
statistics  and  scientific  observations,  sur- 
passes any  known  country.  Consumption, 
catarrh,  malarial  and  typhus  complaints  are 
unknown  among  the  natives  here,  and  those 
coming  here  in  the  early  stages  of  lung  dis- 


eases  recover,  and  a great  improvement  im 
mediately  follows  any  stage.  The  evenness 
of  temperature  in  this  section  is  conducive 
to  healthfulness.  The  highest  temperature 
in  1890  was  96  in  July,  and  the  lowest  24 
in  February,  and  the  air  is  almost  perfectly 
dry  except  when  raining.  It  was  these  facts 
of  healthfuluess,  purity  of  water  and  mild- 
ness and  evenness  of  temperature  that  caused 
the  Spanish  missionaries  to  select  San  An- 
tonio and  southwest  Texas  as  their  abode 
and  headquarters.  As  soon  as  the  truth  is 
known  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  will 
flock  to  this  section. 

In  the  way  of  climate,  air,  water,  soil, 
scenery  and  unlimited  resources,  nature  has 
blessed  this  section  of  the  United  States 
above  almost  any  country  on  earth.  Ten 
years  ago  a city  of  20,000  inhabitants,  with 
scarcely  any  modern  business  houses,  with 
but  one  street  worthy  the  name  of  a business 
street,  with  plazas,  muddy  eye-sores,  streets 
unpaved  and  with  few  sidewalks,  we  find 
to-day  a modern  city  of  41,181  inhabitants, 
and  improvements  completed  and  under  con- 
struction that  place  the  “Alamo  City”  in  the 
front  rank  of  Southern  cities  in  appearance 
and  in  appliances  for  comfort. 

As  to  municipal  improvements  the  rapid 
increase  in  the  assessed  values  of  the  city  has 
enabled  the  authorities  to  inaugurate  unprec- 
edented expenditures  in  this  direction,  while 
the  tax  rate  has  been  actually  reduced  frosn 
that  of  four  years  ago,  and  now  stands  at  1 
per  cent.,  a rate  lower  than  that  j>aid  in  any 
large  city  in  the  United  States;  and  there  are 
more  than  155  miles  of  water  mains  in  San 
Antonio,  nearly  75  miles  of  paved  sti'eets, 
more  than  125  miles  of  smooth  cement  side- 
walksandthe  best  electric  street-car  system  of 
all  cities  in  the  United  States — seventy-five 
miles. 
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The  total  luiDiher  of  inaiiiil’actories  now  in 
operation  is  about  150,  with  a capital  of  ?2,- 
750,300.  The  i-aw  material  used  in  1889 
amounted  to  something  like  $1,800,000.  In 
these  establishments  some  1,500  j)ersons  lind 
employment,  to  whom  wages  are  paid 
amounting  to  $400,000.  The  value  of  the 
products  for  1889  aggregated  $3,750,000. 

One  of  the  grand  features  that  piromises  to 
have  a great  effect  in  San  Antonio’s  success 
as  a manufacturing  center  is  the  discovery  of 
natural  gas  in  considerable  quantities  both  in 
and  adjacent  to  the  city.  The  wells  already 
developed  have  more  than  enough  to  sujjply 
the  entire  city  for  domestic  lighting  and 
heating  purposes.  It  has  a confined  pressure 
of  from  50  to  200  pounds  per  square  inch. 
And  on  the  same  lands,  belonging  to  Mr. 
George  Dullnig,  are  some  oil  wells  that  flow 
the  best  lubricatincr  oil  on  the  market.  It 

O 1 

brings  20  cents  a gallon  for  all  that  is 
pumped,  and  the  Southern  Pacific  Eailway 
gave  a certificate  saying  one  of  their  freight 
engines,  oiled  witli  it,  had  run  over  3,000 
miles  without  replenishing  the  cups — a re- 
cord unprecedented  for  any  lubricating  oil 
ever  discovered. 

The  increase  in  taxable  values  is  a good 
index  of  the  prosperity  of  San  Antonio. 
Tax — State,  city  and  county — is  less  than  in 
any  city  in  the  United  States — less  than  $2 
on  the  $100  for  all  purposes  whatever. 

The  San’  Antonio  military  post  will  one 
day  be  tlie  largest  in  the  country,  as  to-day 
it  is  the  most  beautiful.  Nature  has  given 
the  site,  the  location,  the  strategic  impor- 
tance, and  Uncle  Sam  has  always  recognized 
the  importance  of  keeping  troops  here. 

The  first  military  post  in  San  Antonio  was 
established  in  1805.  The  troops  were  with- 
drawn in  1873,  but  two  years  later  they  were 
marched  back,  as  the  war  department 


had  discovered  what  an  impui'iant  j^eint 
this  was.  It  was  determined  to  make 
the  establifliment  here  permanent  and 
the  citizens  were  agreeable  to  the  idea. 
W^hat  is  now  known  as  Government  hill,  lie 
ing  then  a long  distance  from  the  town,  met 
with  favor  in  the  t'jes  of  the  ollicers  detailed 
to  select  a site. 

The  various  Christian  and  Jewish  denom- 
inations have  a strong  representation  in  the 
city.  ]\Ianv  of  the  buildings  in  which  theii- 
worship  is  conducted  are  line  sjieciinens  of 
church  architecture.  The  most  imposing 
church  building  is  the  San  Fernando  cathe- 
dral,  which  is  the  central  church  of  the 
Catholic  religion  in  the  Southwest.  This 
cathedral  is  situated  on  Main  plaza  and  its 
fine  peal  of  the  bells  and  sweet- toned  organ 
are  famous  throughout  the  State.  The  largest 
Protestant  church  is  called  St.  Mark’s.  It 
is  the  seat  of  the  Episcopalian  bishop  of  West- 
ern Te.xas.  This  church  is  beautifully  lo- 
cated on  Travis  square  and  is  widely  noted 
for  its  ma<Tiiiticient  choir  and  choi'al  services. 
In  the  same  neighborhood  are  situated  the 
Jewish  synagogue  the  First  Baptist  church 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South. 
The  followincr  list  shows  the  number  of 

O 

churches  owned  by  the  several  denominations: 
.Episcopalian  4,  Catholic  4,  Presbyterian  3, 
Methodist  (>,  Baptist  5,  Lutheran  1,  Chris- 
tian 1,  colored  denominations  7.  The  rolls  of 
church  membership  are  lai'ge,  and  well  filled 
churches  attest  the  great  number  (.>1  worshipers 
in  the  city. 

.Besides  these,  all  of  which  have  large  Sun- 
day-schools,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As- 
sociation has  a large  membership — a larger 
per  cent  of  young  p,eople  than  any  city  in 
the  Southwest — with  a ladies’  au.\iliai-y. 

No  city  in  the  United  States  has  better 
schools  than  has  San  Antonio.  She  has  a 
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larger  echolastic  po[)ulation  than  any  city  in 
Texas  by  over  3,000,  it  being  10,094:,  1,590 
of  which  are  colored.  Her  public  free  school 
propert}’  is  valued  at  $1,000,000,  and  com- 
])rizes  seven  two-story  and  one  three-story 
building,  latest  designs,  with  all  comforts  and 
appliances,  for  white  children,  and  one  two- 
story  stone  and  two  large  frame  buildings  for 
colored  children. 

As  a picturesque  and  historical  city  there 
is  none  in  the  United  States  that  can  equal 
San  Antonio.  It  is  the  tourists’  paradise. 
It  was  founded  in  1691,  and  has  been  the 
scene  of  many^an  exciting  affray.  There  are 
many  points  of  interest  that  afford  great  at- 
traction for  the  visitors  to  the  city.  The 
chief  one  of  these  is  the  Alamo,  which  was 
originally  founded  as  a mission  under  the 
name  of  San  Antonio  de  Valero,  in  1720.  It 
became  the  garrison  or  fort  for  Spanish  and 
afterward  American  troops.  As  such  it  was 
the  scene  of  several  battles,  the  most  memor- 
able of  which  was  in  1836,  when  General 
Santa  Anna,  at  the  head  of  a Mexican  army 
of  7,000,  besieged  it,  and  when,  on  the  6th  of 
March  of  that  year,  he  carried  it  by  storm 
after  being  three  times  repulsed  by  Colonel 
William  E.  Travis,  Davy  Crockett,  James 
Eowie  and  their  172  heroic  companions,  who 
died  fighting  for  Texas  liberty,  and  whose 
bodies  were  burned  by  the  savage  Mexicans 
after  the  battle  and  their  ashes  lie  buried  in 
the  sacred  soil. 

The  Alamo  is  now  the  property  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  is  in  the  custody  of  the  city  of 
Sail  Antonio  and  is  open  to  visitors  daily 
without  charge. 

The  mission  Concepcion,  which  is  known 
as  the  first  mission,  was  founded  in  1716. 
It  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  San 
Antonio  river,  about  two  miles  below  the 
city.  It  was  the  scene  of  a battle  between 


Colonel  , lames  Bowie,  commanding  90 
Americans  and  about  400  Mexican  regular 
troops.  The  Mexicans  were  defeated  with 
a loss  of  60  killed  and  40  wounded.  The 
Americans  lost  one  man  killed.  This  battle 
was  fought  on  the  28th  of  October,  1835. 
This  mission  was  also  the  scene  of  several 
Indian  battles.  Its  name  as  a mission  was 
“Mision  Concepcion  la  Purisima  de  Acuna  " 

The  second  mission  is  the  most  beautiful 
and  elecrant  of  all  the  Texas  missions.  It  is 
situated  about  four  miles  below  the  city  near 
the  river,  and  is  named  Mision  San  Jose  de 
Affuavo.  It  was  founded  in  1720,  and  the 

O'' 

celebrated  artist,  Hnica,  was  sent  here  by  the 
king  of  Spain,  and  devoted  several  years  to 
carving  its  various  ornamentations,  statues, 
etc.  The  hands  of  vandals  have  exceeded  the 
ravacres  of  time  in  its  defacement.  Like  the 

O 

others,  this  mission  has  been  the  scene  of 
many  memorable  conflicts.  It  is  well  worthy 
of  a visit  by  all  tourists. 

The  third  mission  differs  in  general  de- 
siorn  from  all  the  other  missions.  It  was 

O 

founded  in  1716  and  is  situated  about  six 
miles  below  the  city.  Its  name  as  a mission 
was  Mision  San  Juan  Capistrano.  It  was 
near  here  that  the  American  patriots  rendez- 
voused prior  to  their  capture  of  San  Antonio 
from  the  Mexicans  under  General  Cos,  in 
1835, — a battle  which  aroused  the  ire  of 
Santa  Anna  and  led  to  the  holocaust  of  the 
Alamo  and  subsequently  to  Texan  inde- 
pendence. Like  most  of  the  other  missions, 
it  is  now  in  ruins-  picturesque  but  silent  elo- 
quence of  past  glories  and  tragedies. 

Sherman,  having  in  1890  a population  of 
7,320,  is  the  county  seat  of  Grayson  county, 
and  a good  railroad  point.  Assessed  value  of 
all  property  in  1891,  $4,966,334.  Total  of 
all  property  owned  by  the  city,  $20,872. 

Saljjhar  Sjjruij.‘<,  the  chief  trading  point 
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in  Hopkins  county,  grew  in  population  from 
1,000  in  1870  to  3,038  in  1800,  and  the 
assessed  values  increased  from . $800,000  in 
1880  to  $1,300,000  in  1800.  This  place  al.so 
lias  a number  of  medicinal  wells  and  springs. 

Temple^  in  Hell  county,  is  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  and  the 
Gulf,  Colorado  & Santa  Fe  railroads,  has  a 
population  of  6,500,  and  is  a new  and  grow- 
ing city. 

Terrell,  thirty-two  miles  east  of  Dallas,  is 
situated  on  the  Texas  & Pacific  Railroad,  is  a 
great  shipping  point  for  cattle,  and  is  abun- 
dantly supplied  with  wells  of  good  water. 
In  1890  it  had  a population  of  2,977.  The 
Terrell  Institute  is  a good  school  at  the 
place. 

Tyler,  the  county  seat  of  Smith  county,  is 
on  the  northern  division  of  the  International 
& Great  Northern  Railroad,  and  on  the  Cot- 
ton Belt  road,  had  a population  of  6,908  in 
1890,  has  the  Charnwood  Institute  as  one  of 
its  local  institutions  of  learning,  and  a pub- 
lic library  of  10,000  volumes.  One  daily 
and  two  weekly  newspapers  flourish  there, 
and  the  principal  shops  and  general  ottices  of 
the  Cotton  Belt  Railroad  for  Texas,  are  lo- 
cated at  that  place. 

Victoria,  on  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad, 
in  Victoria  county,  had  3,500  inhabitants  in 
1890.  Being  on  the  east  baidc  of  tlie  Guada- 
lupe river,  the  prosperity  of  the  place  has 
been  chiefly  derived  from  navigation  and  the 
shipment  of  cattle,  etc. 

Waco  is  a live  city  at  the  intersection  of 
several  railroads,  and  had  a population  of  14,- 
425  in  1890.  Assessed  value  of  all  property 
in  1891,  $10,242,042.  Thei’e  are  about  seven 
square  miles  within  the  corpoi'ate  limits. 

Waxahachie,  the  county  seat  of  Ellis 
county,  is  a railroad  centei',  with  a population 
in  l89il  of  3,076.  The  county  is  the  banner 


one  in  the  black-waxy  district.  As  a samide 
of  the  improvement  made,  we  may  state  tliat 
about  $130,000  a year  is  expended  in  public 
and  private  imjjrovcments. 

Weatherford,  the  capital  of  Parker  c(mnt y, 
is  located  at  a railrouid  junction,  ^ixly-f-ix 
miles  west  of  Dallas.  Number  of  inhab. 
itants  in  1890,  3,314;  assessed  valuation  of 
all  property  in  1891,  $1,572,772. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

“INDIAN  DKrRKDATIONS  IN  TEXAS.” 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a most  interesting 
book  to  Texans,  and  even  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  recently  published  by  J.  W . ’Williar- 
ger,  from  which  liberal  quotations  have  been 
made  in  this  work.  We  only  hope  that  the 
quotations  we  have  made  will  whet  the  aj)- 
petite  of  the  Texan  public  for  the  purchase 
of  that  book.  Stories  have  interest  only  in 
their  details,  and  such  are  given  in  that  wm-k. 
and  they  cannot  be  condensed  for  a larger 
publication  like  this,  and  therefore  only 
extracts  could  be  given  in  this  volume. 
The  work  is  illustrated  with  graphic  pictures, 
and  arranged  by  counties  and  dates  in  the 
index,  so  that  ready  refei’ence  can  be  made  to 
any  point. 

From  the  above  work  we  o-ive  the  follow- 

O 

ing  story  in  our  miscellaneous  department: 

THE  FORT  PARKER  MASSACRE. 

“The  following  graphic  account  of  the 
Fort  Parker  massacre  has  been  gathered  from 
several  reliable  sources,  but  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  them  has  been  by  the  kind  consent  of 
James  T.  De  Shield,  copied  from  a little 
book  published  by  him,  entitled  ‘Cynthia 
Ann  Parker.’  In  fact  everything,  from  the 
conclusion  of  the  extract  from  Mrs.  Plum- 
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iikt'.-;  diary  to  tlin  conclusion  of  tlic  liistory  | 
of  (^tianali  Parker,  is  intended  to  l>e  a literal 
copy  from  said  ftook. 

‘‘Among  the  many  tragedi(rs  that  Iiave 
otamrred  in  Texas  the  massacre  at  Parker’s 
fort  liolds  a c()nspicnons  place.  Nothing  tliat 
lias  t‘ver  happened  exhihits  savage  duplicity 
and  cruelty  more  plaiidy  than  tlie  massaci'e 
of  helpless  women  and  cliildren. 

‘‘  In  1883  a small  colony  was  oi’ganized  in  j 
the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  form-  j 
ing  a settlement  in  Texas.  Aftei-  their  arri-  j 
val  in  the  country  they  selected  for  a place  of  j 
residence  a hcaiitiful  region  on  the  Navasota,  I 
a small  tributary  of  the  Prazos.  To  secure  ' 
themselves aoainst  the  various  tribes  of  roviiiir  i 
savages  was  the  first  thing  to  be  attended  to; 
and,  having  chosen  a commanding  eminence 
adjacent  to  a large  timbered  bottom  of  tlie  j 
Navasota,  about  three  miles  from  where  the  | 
town  of  Springfield  formerly  stood,  and  about 
two  miles  from  the  present  town  of  Groes- 
beck,  they  by  their  joint  labor-  soon  had  a 
fortification  erected.  It  consisted  of  a stock- 
ade of  split  cedar  timbers  planted  deep  in  the 
ground,  extending  fifteen  feet  above  the  sur- 
face, touching  each  other  and  confined  at  the 
t<jp  by  transverse  timbers  which  rendered 
them  almost  as  immovahle  as  a solid  wall. 
At  convenient  distances  tliere  were  port- 
holes, through  which,  in  case  of  an  emer- 
gency, fire-arms  could  be  used.  The  entire 
foi-t  covered  nearly  an  acre  of  ground.  There 
were  also  attached  to  the  stockade  two  log 
cabins  at  diagonal  corners,  constituting  a 
jiart  of  the  enclosure.  Tliey  were  really 
hlockhouses,  the  greater  ])ortion  of  each 
standing  outside  of  the  main  stockade,  the 
upper,  stoi’y  jutting  out  o\  er  the  lower,  with  j 
openings  in  the  floor  allowing  perpendicular  I 
shooting  from  above.  There  were  also  poi't-  ^ 
holes  out  in  the  upper  story  so  as  to  admit  of  I 


horizontal  shooting  when  iieccssai'y.  Thi- 
enabled  the  inmates  to  rake  fi'om  evei-y  side 
of  the  stockade.  The  foit  was  situated  near 
a fine  spring  of  water.  soon  as  it  was  com- 
pleted  the  little  colony  moved  into  it. 

‘‘Parker’s  colon}-  at  this  time  consisted  of 
some  eight  or  nine  families,  viz.:  Klder  John 
Parker,  the  patriarch  of  the  colony,  and  his 
wife;  his  sou,  James  ^V.  Parker,  wife,  four 
single  cliildren,  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Pachel 
Plummer,  her  husband,  h.  M.  S.  Plummer, 
and  an  infant  son  fifteen  mouths  old;  IMrs. 
Sarah  Nixon,  another  daughter,  and  her  hus- 
band, L.  D.  Nixon;  Silas  M.  Parker  (another 
sou  of  Klder  John),  liis  wife  and  four  children; 
Penjamin  F.  Parker,  an  unmai-ried  son  of  the 
elder;  Mrs.  Nixon,  Sr.,  mother  of  Mrs.  James 
A\^.  Pai'ker;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kellogg,  daugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Nixon;  Mrs.  Duty;  Samuel  M. 
Frost,  wife  and  two  children;  G.  E.  Dwight, 
wife  and  two  children— in  all,  thirty-four 
|iersons.  Pesides  those  above  mentioned,  old 
man  Lunn,  David  Faulkeuberry  and  his  son 
Evan,  Silas  Pates  and  Abram  Anglin  had 
erected  cabins  a mile  or  two  distant  from  the 
fort,  where  they  resided.  These  families  were 
truly  the  advance  guard  of  civilization  in  that 
part  of  our  frontier.  Fort  Houston  in  Ander- 
son county  being  the  nearest  protection  ex- 
cept their  own  trusty  rifles. 

“ Here  the  struggling  colonists  remained, 
eucracred  in  the  avocations  of  a rural  life,  till- 
ing  the  soil,  hunting  buffalo,  bear,  deer, 
turkej'  and  smaller  game,  which  served  abun- 
dantly to  supply  their  larder  at  all  times  with 
fresh  meat,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a life  of  Ar- 
cadian simplicity,  virtue  and  contentment, 
until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1885,  when 
the  Indians  and  Mexicans  forced  the  little 
band  of  compatriots  to  abandon  their  homes 
and  dee  with  many  others  hefore  the  in- 
vading army  from  Mexico.  On  arriving  at 
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the  Trinity  rivrr  they  were  eomjtelled  to  luilt 
ill  eoii^e([iieuce  of  an  overtlow.  i>el'ore  they 
eoiilil  cross  tlie  swollen  stream  the  sudden 
and  unexpected  news  reached  them  that  Santa 
Anna  and  his  vandal  hordes  had  heen  emi- 
i'ronted  and  defeated  at  San  Jacinto,  that  san- 
oiiinary  eniragement  which  gave  hirth  to  the 
new  sovereignty  of  Texas,  and  that  Texas 
xv;is  free  from  Mexican  tyranny. 

“ On  receipt  of  this  news  the  fleeing  settlers 
were  overjoyed  and  at  once  returned  to  their 
abandoned  homes.  The  Pai-ker colonists  now 
retraced  their  steps,  first  going  to  Fort  Hous- 
ton, where  they  remained  a few  days  in  order 
to  procure  supplies,  after  which  they  made 
their  way  back  to  Fort  Parker  to  look  after 
their  stock  and  prepare  for  a crop.  These 
hardy  sons  of  toil  spent  their  nights  in  tin' 
fort,  repairing  to  their  farms  early  each  morn- 
ing. The  strictest  discipline  was  maintained 
for  awhile,  but  as  time  wore  on  and  no  hostile 
demonstrations  had  been  made  by  the  Jndians 
they  became  somewhat  careless  and  restive 
under  confinement.  However,  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  they  should  cultivate 
their  farms  to  insure  substance  for  their  fam- 
ilies. They  usually  went  to  work  in  a body, 
with  their  farming  implements  in  one  hand 
and  their  weapons  of  defense  in  the  other. 
Some  of  them  built  cabins  on  their  farms, 
hoping  that  the  government  would  give  them 
protection,  or  tha^  a sufficient  number  of  otlnw 
colonists  would  soon  move  in  to  render  them 
secure  from  the  attacks  of  Indians. 

‘■On  the  18th  of  JMay,  1830,  all  slept  at 
the  fort,  James  A7.  Parker,  Ni.xon  and  Plum- 
mer, repairing  to  their  field,  a mile  distanton 
the  Navasota.  early  the  next  morning,  little 
thinking  of  the  great  calamity  that  was  soon 
to  befall  them.  They  had  scarcely  left  when 
several  hundi'ed  Indians  (accounts  of  the 
nuinl)er  of  Indians  vary  from  300  to  700  — 


probably  there  were  about  500),  Comanches 
and  Kiowas,  made  their  appearance  on  an  emi- 
nence within  300  yards  of  the  fort.  Those 
who  remained  in  the  fort  were  not  prejiared 
for  an  attack,  so  careless  had  they  become  in 
their  fancied  security.  The  Indians  hoiste<l 
a white  flag  as  a token  of  their  friendly  in- 
tentions, and  upon  tlie  exhibition  of  the  white 
Hag  Air.  Penjamin  F.  Parker  went  out  to 
have  a talk  with  them.  The  Indians  artfully 
feigned  the  treacherous  semblance  of  friend- 
ship, pretending  they  were  looking  for  a siiit- 
able  camping  place,  and  inquired  as  to  the 
exact  locality  of  a waterhole  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity,  at  the  same  time  asking  for  a 
lieef,  as  they  said  they  were  very  hungry. 
Not  daring  to  refuse  the  request  of  such 
a formidable  body  of  savages,  Mr.  Parker 
told  them  they  should  have  what  they 
wanted.  Returning  to  the  fort  he  stated  to 
the  inmates  that  to  his  ojiinioii  the  Indians 
were  hostile  and  intended  to  tio-ht,  but  added 
he  would  go  back  to  them  and  he  would  try 
to  avert  it.  His  brother  Silas  remonstrated, 
but  he  persisted  in  going,  and  was  imme- 
diately surroTinded  and  killed ; whereupon  the 
whole  force — their  savage  instincts  aroused 
the  sightof  blood — charged  upon  the  fort, 
uttering  the  most  terrific  and  unearthly  yells 
that  ever  greeted  the  ears  of  mortals.  The 
sickening  and  bloody  tragedy  was  soon  en- 
acted. Prave  Silas  M.  Parker  fell  outside 
the  fort,  while  he  was  gallantly  lighting  to 
save  Mrs.  Plummer.  Mrs.  Plummer  made  a 
desperate  resistance,  hnt  was  soon  over- 
powered, knocked  down  with  a hoe  and  made 
captive.  Samuel  AI.  Frost  and  his  son,  liob- 
ert,  met  their  fate  while  heroically  defending 
the  Women  and  children  inside  the  stockade. 
Old  ‘ Granny  ’ Parker  was  stabbed  and  left 
for  dead.  Elder  John  Parker,  wife,  and  Airs. 
Kelhigg  attempted  to  make  their  escape,  and 
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ill  tliiti  rlldi  t hml  >:'unc  nbuut  lliivo-t'ourtlis  ot 
n mile,  when  tliey  were  overtaken  and  driven 
liaek  to  the  fort,  and  the  old  gentleman  was 
stripped,  murdered,  scalped  and  horribly 
mutilated.  iM  rs.  Ihirker  was  stripped,  speared 
and  left  foi-  dead,  hut  by  feigning  death 
e.-eaped,  as  will  be  seen  further  on.  Mrs. 
Kellogg  was  Sjiared  as  a captive.  The  result 
summeil  up  as  follows:  Killed — Elder  John 
I’arker,  aged  seventy-nine;  Silas  M.  and  Ben- 
jamin F.  I’aiker;  Samuel  M.  atjd  his  son 
liobert  Frost.  Wounded  dangerously — Mrs. 
John  Barker,  old  ‘Granny’  1‘arker.  and  ]\[rs. 
Duty.  Captured — J\Irs.  Bachel  Plummer, 
danohter  of  James  W.  Parker,  and  her  son, 
James  Pratt  Plummer,  two  ye.ars  of  age; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kellogg;  Cynthia  Ann  Parker, 
nine  years  old,  and  her  little  brother,  John 
I’arker,  aoed  six,  children  of  Silas  M.  Parker. 
The  remainder  made  their  escape,  as  we  shall 
now  nari-ate. 

“ M’^hen  the  attack  on  the  foi’t  first  com- 
menced, Mrs.  Sarah  Nixon  made  her  escape 
and  liasteued  to  the  Held  to  advise  her  father, 
husband  and  Plummer  of  what  had  occurred. 
On  her  arrival  Plummer  hurried  off  on  horse- 
back to  inform  FanlkenbeiTv,  Ifates  and  Ang- 
lin, who  were  at  work  in  the  fields.  Parker 
and  Nixon  started  to  the  fort,  but  the  former 
met  his  family  on  the  way  and  cai-ried  them 
some  four  oi-  five  miles  down  the  Xavasota, 
secreting  them  inthehottom.  N ixon,  though 
unarmed,  continued  on  toward  the  fort,  and 
met  Ati‘S.  I.ucy,  wife  of  Silas  Parker  (killedj, 
with  her  foil  r chi  Id  rmi.  j n>t  as  they  were  in- 
terrujited  by  a small  party  of  mounted  and 
toot  Indians.  J lew  compelled  the  mother  to 
lift  her  daughter  Cynthia  .\iiii,  and  her  little 
S(;n,John,  behind  two  of  the  moiiiiti'd  war- 
riors. The  foot  Indians  then  took  Mrs. 
Parker,  her  two  youngest  children  and  .\i\on 
on  toward  the  fort.  As  they  were  about  to 


kill  Nixon,  Da\'id  Faiilkenberry  ajipeared 
with  his  rille  and  caused  them  to  fall  back. 
Nixon,  after  his  narrow  escape  from  death, 
seemed  very  much  excifi'il  and  immediately 
went  in  search  of  his  wife,  soon  falling  in 
with  Dwioht,  his  own  and  Fr.ist’s  families. 
Dwight  and  family  soon  overtook  J.  W.  Par- 
ker and  went  with  him  to  his  hiding  jilace  in 
the  bottom.  Eaulkenberry,  thus  left  with 
Mrs.  Parker  and  her  two  children,  bade  her 
follow  him.  ACitli  the  infant  in  her  arms  and 
leading  the  other  child,  she  obeyed.  Seeing 
them  leave  the  fort,  tlie  Indians  made  several 
attempts  to  intercept  them,  hut  were  held  in 
check  by  the  brave  man’s  rifle.  Several 
mounted  wandors,  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  strung  and  drawn,  and  with  terrific 
yells,  would  charge  them,  but  as  Faulken- 
berry  would  present  his  gun,  they  would 
halt,  throw  up  their  shields,  sight  about, 
wheel  and  retire  to  a safe  distance.  This  con- 
tinued for  some  distance,  until  they  had 
passed  through  a prairie  of  some  forty  or  fifty 
acres.  Just  as  they  were  entering  the  woods 
the  Indians  made  a furious  eharcre,  when  one 
warrior,  more  darincr  than  the  others,  dashed 
up  so  near  that  Mi'S.  Parker’s  faitliful  dog 
seized  his  horse  by  the  nose,  wliereupon  horse 
and  rider  summersaulted,  alighting  on  their 
backs  in  the  ravine.  At  this  moment  Silas 
Bates,  AI)ram  Anglin,  and  Evan  Faulken- 
berry,  armed,  and  . l^lnmmer,  unarmed,  came 
ii]».  causing  the  liid!an>  to  retire,  after  uhich 
tilt'  party  made  their  wa\  unmolested. 

'•  As  they  were  passing  through  the  fiehi 
where  tlu*  men  were  at  work  in  the  iiioi-niiin-, 

T-' 

Plummer,  as  if  arout-ed  from  a dream,  de- 
manded to  know  wl.at  lia<l  become  of  his 
w ife  and  child.  .Armed  oiil\  with  a butcher- 
knife  he  left  the  party,  in  search  of  his  loved 
oiie>,  and  wa'^  seen  no  more  for  six  day>. 
The  I'aulkenberrys,  l.uiin  and  Mrs.  Parker 
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secreted  tlu'iii>el ve>  in  a 'inal!  creek  buttom, 
some  distance  from  the  first  party,  each  un- 
conscious of  t1ie  othei's’  wliereabonts.  At 
twilight  Alnam  Anglin  and  hivan  Fanllcen- 
berrv  started  bacdc  to  the  fort  to  snccoi'  tlie 
wounded  and  tliose  who  might  liave  escaped. 
On  their  way  and  just  as  tliey  were  passing 
Fanlkenl)crrv's  ealiin.  Anglin  saw  his  first 
and  only  ghost.  He  says:  ‘ It  was  dressed 

in  white  with  loim  white  hair  streaming 
down  its  hack.  1 admit  that  I was  more 
scared  at  this  moment  than  when  the  Indians 
were  yelling  and  cliarging  on  us.  Seeing 
me  hesitate  my  ghost  now  beckoned  me  to 
come  on.  Approaching  the  object,  it  proved 
to  be  old  ‘Granny’  Parker,  whom  the  In- 
dians had  wounded  and  stripped,  with  the 
exception  of  hei-  under  garments.  She  had 
made  her  wav  to  the  house  from  the  foil  by 
crawling  the  entire  distance.  I took  her 
some  hed-clothincT  and  carried  her  some  rods 

O 

from  the  house,  made  her  a bed,  covered  her 
up,  and  left  her  until  we  should  return  from 
the  fort.  On  arriving  at  the  fort  we  could 
not  see  a siimle  human  beirm  alive,  or  hear 
a huiup.n  sound.  But  the  dogs  were  bark- 
ing, the  cattle  lowing,  horses  neighing,  and 
the  hogs  e(|ually  making  a hideous  and 
strange  medley  of  sounds.  Mrs.  Parker  had 
told  me  where  she  had  left  some  silver — 
3160.50.  This  I found  under  a hickory 
hush  by  moonlitrht.  Fiudincr  no  one  at  the 
fort,  we  leturned  to  where  I had  laid 
‘ Granny  ’ Parker.  On  taking  her  up  be- 
hind me,  we  made  oui-  way  back  to  the  hid- 
ing  place  in  the  bottom,  where  we  found 
Mixon,  whom  we  had  not  seen  since  his 
cowardly  flight  at  the  time  he  was  rescued 
by  Fanlkenberry  from  the  Indians. 

“ In  the  book  published  by  James  W. 
Parker,  he  states  that  Nixon  liberated  i\Irs. 
Parker  from  the  Indians  and  rescued  old 


‘(iianny’  Parker.  Mix  Anglin  in  his  account 
contradicts  or  rather  corrects  this  statement. 
He  says:  ‘ I jiositively  assert  that  this  is  a 

mistake,  and  I am  willing  to  be  qualified  fo 
the  statemeut  1 here  make,  and  can  prove 
the  same  by  Silas  Pates,  now  living  near 
Groesbeck.’ 

“The  next  moniing  Pates,  Anglin  and  lx. 
Fanlkenberiw  went  back  to  the  fort  to  get 
provisions  and  horses,  and  look  after  the 
dead.  Oo  reaching  the  fort  they  found  five 
or  six  horses,  a few  saddles  and  some  meat, 
bacon  and  honey.  Fcainng  an  attack  from 
the  Indians  who  might  still  be  lurking 
around,  they  left  without  burying  the  dead. 
Beturnino-  to  their  comrades  in  the  bottom 

O 

they  all  concealed  themselves  until  they  set 
out  for  Fort  Houston.  Foi’t  Houston,  an 
asylum,  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occasions, 
stood  on  what  has  been  for  triany  years  a 
farm  of  a wise  statesman,  a chivalrous  sojdier 
and  true  patriot,  John  H.  Reagan,  two  miles 
south  of  Palestine. 

“After  wandering  around  and  traveling 
for  six  days  and  nights,  during  which  they 
suffered  much  from  hunger  and  thirst,  their 
clothing  torn  to  shreds,  their  bodies  lacerated 
with  briai's  and  thorns,  the  women  and  chil- 
dren with  unshod  and  bleeding  feet,  the 
party  with  James  W.  Parker  reached  h’ort 
Houston. 

“An  account  of  this  wearisome  and  peril- 
ous journey  through  the  wilderness,  given 
substantially'  in  Parker's  own  words,  will  en- 
able the  reader  to  more  fully  realize  the 
hardships  they  had  to  undergo  and  the  dan- 
gers they  encountered.  The  bulk  of  the 
party  were  composed  of  women  and  children, 
principally  the  latter,  and  ranging  from  oiu^ 
to  twelve  years  old.  ‘ We  started  from  the 
fort,’  said  Mr.  Parker,  ‘ the  party  con:^isting 
of  eiuhteeu  in  all,  for  Fort  I lou^ton,  a dis- 
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trtiice  of  ninety  miles  hy  the  I'oute  vc  had  to 
tiaveh  Tlie  I'ecdinos  ot  tlu‘  party  can  be  bet- 
ter imaoiaed  than  doscribed.  We  were 
truly  a forlorn  >et,  many  of  us  bareheaded 
and  barefooted,  a relentless  foe  on  the  one 
hand  and  on  the  other  a trackless  and  iiidn-  I 
habiteil  vvildei  iie.^s  infested  with  reptili^s  and  | 
wild  bea'ts,  entirely  ilestitnto  <d’  food  and  no  ^ 
limans  of  procuring  it.’  Add  t(;  this  the 
ao'onizini'’  orief  of  tlie  iiarty  over  the  death  | 
and  capture  of  dear  relatives;  that  we  were  , 
moinentai'ily  in  expectation  of  meeting  a like  | 
fate,  and  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  onr  ' 
pitiable  condition.  Utter  despair  almost 
took  possession  of  ns,  for  the  chance  of  escap-  j 
ing  seemed  almost  an  impossibility  under  [ 
the  circumstances.  * * * x took  one  of 

my  children  on  my  shoulder  and  led  another. 
The  grown  persons  followed  my  example  and 
we  began  our  journey  through  the  thickly 
tauirled  underbrush  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Houston.  My  wife  was  in  bad  health;  Mrs. 
Frost  was  in  deep  distress  for  the  loss  of  lier  ! 
husband  and  son:  and  all  being  barefooted 
exce[)t  my  wife  and  Mrs.  Frost  oni'  jirogress 
was  slow.  Many  of  the  children  had  noth- 
ing on  them  but  their  shirts,  and  theii-  suf- 
ferings from  the  briars  tearing  their  little 
h-gs  and  feet  were  almost  lieyond  human  en- 
durance. 

“ We  traveled  until  about  three  o’clock  in 
the  morninn,  when,  the  women  and  childieii 
'"beino"  worn  out  with,  hunger  and  fatigue,  we 
lay  down  on  the  grass  and  >h‘pt  until  the 
dawn  of  dav,  when  we  resumed  onr  perilous 
jonrney.  Here  we  left  the  river  bottom  in 
oriler  to  avoid  the  bidars  and  underbrush, 
but  from  the  tracks  of  the  Indians  on  the 
highlands  it  was  evident  they  were  hunting 
:is,  and,  like  the  fo\  in  the  fable,  we  con- 
clnded  to  tak'e  tlu'  I'ivci’  bottom  again,  for 
di'Cigh  tliP  bramble-  might  tear  our  th-sii 


they  might  at  the  same  time  save  our  lives 
by  hiding  us  from  the  cruel  savages  who 
were  in  pursuit  of  u.s.  d'he  briars  did,  in 
fact,  tear  the  lems  and  feet  of  the  idiildren 
until  th(*y  could  have  been  tracked  by  the 
blood  that  tlowed  from  their  wounds. 

*'  It  was  the  night  id’  the  .-ecimd  day  aitiw 
h-aving  the  fort  that  all,  and  C'pecially  the 
wonren  who  were  nursing  their  inlants,  bo 
gan  to  suiter  inleiisely  from  hunger.  We 
were  then  immediately  on  the  baidc  ot  the 
river,  and  through  the  tnercy  of  Frovidence 
a pole-cat  came  near  us.  I immediately 
pursued  and  caught  it  just  a-  it  jumped  in 
the  river.  The  only  vvay  that  1 could  kill  it 
was  by  holding  it  under  the  water  until  it 
was  drowned.  Fortunately  we  had  the  means 
of  striking  a tiro,  and  we  soon  had  it  cooked 
and  eipially  divided  among  the  j)ai'ty,  the 
share  of  each  being  small  indeed.  'I'liis  was 
all  we  had  to  eat  until  the  fourth  day.  when 
we  wi're  lucky  enough  to  catch  another 
skuid<  and  two  .-mall  terrapins,  which  weie 
also  cooked  and  diviiled  between  us.  < )n 
! the  evening  of  the  tifth  day  I tound  that  the 
women  and  children  wei’e  si;  exhan.~ted  Irom 
fatigue  and  hunger  that  it  woidd  be  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  ti-avel  miudi  I'nrthcr.  After 
holdino  a consultation  it  was  agreed  that  1 

O ‘ 

should  hurry  on  to  Fort  Houston  lor  aid, 
leaving  .^^r.  Dwight  in  charge  of  the  women 
and  children.  Accordingly  the  next  morn 
ing  I staited  for  the  foi't  (about  thirty-tive 
miles  distant),  which  I ivached  early  in  the 
aftenioon.  I have  often  looked  back  and 
Wondered  how  I was  able  t(>  accomplish  tins 
extraordinarv  teat.  1 had  m.>t  eaten  a mouth- 
ful lor  six  davs.  having  always  given  my 
sliai'c  d the  aidmal.'  mentioned  to  the  chil- 
dren, and  yet  I walkeii  thirty  live  miles  in 
I al’ont  eight  hours!  Ibit  tiie  thought  of  the 
II I) fi u t II luite  -i.llcrei's  I had  h-d  t heliind  dc. 
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pendent  on  mv  efforts,  gave  me  strength  and 
perseverance  tliat  can  l>e  realized  only  by 
those  who  h:i\e  hctni  jilaced  in  similar  silnn- 
tiuns.  (io<l  in  His  honntifnl  mercy  nj)held 
me  in  thi.'  ti  ving  hour  and  enabled  me  to 
perform  bs  task. 

“The  lir.'t  per.son  1 met  was  Captatn  Car- 
ter of  the  l\irt  Houston  settlenumt,  wlio 
receive<l  me  kindly,  and  promptly  olVered 
me  all  the  aid  in  his  power.  lie  soon  had 
live  horses  saddled,  and  he  and  Afr.  Jeremiah 
Courtney  went  with  me  to  meet  our  little 
band  of  fugitives.  AVe  met  them  just  at 
dark,  and,  placing  the  women  and  children 
on  the  hoi'se.'.  we  reached  Captain  Carter'-s 
about  midnitrht.  Tliere  we  received  all  the 
kind  attention  and  relief  that  our  comlitions 
required,  and  all  was  done  for  onr  comfort 
that  sympathetic  and  benevolent  hearts  could 
do.  AV’^e  arrived  at  Captain  Carter’s  on  the 
*J5th  of  Afay.  The  following  day  my  son- 
in-law,  Mr.  Tlummer,  reached  there  also. 
He  had  given  us  up  for  lost  and  liad  started 
to  the  same  settlement  that  we  had. 

“ In  due  time  the  members  of  tlie  party 
located  temporarily  as  best  suited  the  re- 
spective families,  most  of  them  returning  to 
Fort  Parker  soon  afterward.  A burial  party 
of  twelve  men  from  Fort  Houston  went  up 
and  buried  the  dead.  Their  remains  now 
repose  near  the  site  of  old  Fort  Parker. 
Peace  to  their  ashes.  Unadorned  are  their 
grav'es;  not  even  a slab  of  marble  or  a me- 
mento of  any  kitid  has  been  erected  to  tell 
the  traveler  where  rest  the  remains  of  this 
brave  little  band  of  pioneer  heroes  who 
wrestled  with  the  savage  for  the  mastery  of 
his  broad  domain. 

“ Of  the  captives  we  will  briefly  trace  their 
checkered  career.  After  leavino  the  fort  the 

O 

two  tribes,  the  Comanches  and  Kiowas,  re- 
maineJ  and  traveled  together  until  midiiiirht. 


They  then  halted  on  0|)cn  jtrairie,  staked  out 
theil'  hor.-es,  placed  their  pic.kets  and  pitched 
tlieir  camp.  Ilringing  all  their  prisoners 
together  foi’  tho  lii’st  tinu-.  they  tie<l  their 
haml-  ladiind  thrin  with  raw  hide  tlionus  .-o 
tight  as  to  cut  the  llesh,  tied  their  feet  (do.-e 
together  ami  threw  tiiein  upon  their  faces. 
Then  the  braves,  gatherino'  round  with  their 
yet  bloody-dripping  scal[)s,  commenced  the-ir 
usual  war  dance.  They  danced,  screamed, 
yelled,  stamping  upon  their  prisoners,  beat- 
ino'  til  mi  with  blows  until  their  own  blood 

O 

came  near  strangling  them.  The  remainder 
of  the  nio-lit  these  frail  women  siitlered  and 
had  to  listen  to  the  cries  and  groans  of  tladr 
tender  little  children. 

“ Airs.  Elizabeth  Kellogg  soon  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Keechis,  from  whom,  six 
months  after  she  was  captured,  she  was  pur- 
chased by  a party  of  Delawares,  who  carried 
her  to  Xacoadoches  and  delivered  her  to 

C» 

General  Houston,  who  paid  them  3150,  the 
amount  they  had  paid  and  all  they  asked. 

“ Mrs.  Rachel  Plummer  remained  a cap- 
tive about  eighteen  months,  and  to  give  the 
reader  an  idea  of  her  suffering  during  that 
period  we  will  give  an  e.xtract  from  her 
diary:  ‘Tn  July  and  a portion  of  August 

we  were  among  some  very  high  mountains 
on  which  the  snow  remains  for  the  greater 
portion  of  the  year,  and  I suffered  more  than 
I had  ever  done  before  in  my  life.  It  was 
very  seldom  I had  any  covering  for  my  feet, 
and  but  very  little  clothing  for  my  body.  1 
had  a certain  number  of  buffalo  skins  to 
dress  every  day,  and  had  to  mind  the  horses 
at  night.  This  kept  me  employed  pretty 
much  all  the  time,  and  often  X would  take 
my  buffalo  skfiiB  with  me  to  finish  them 
while  I was  minding  the  horses.  Aly  feet 
would  often  be  frost-l)itten  while  I was  <lre>'- 
ing  the  -kins,  bm  I '.hired  imt  conijilain  for 
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fear  of  bpinu  pun islied.  in  < )ctof)er  I ga\  e 
birth  to  Illy  sccomi  son.  I ()ctol)er,  but 
It  was  all  onoss  work  with  me.  a.>  I bad  no 
means  of  keepino  a record  of  the  <lays  as 
they  pas>ed.  It  was  a beautiful  and  healthy 
bab\,  but  it  U'lis  inipo'.'ibie  for  nii-  to  pro. 
cure  suitable  coniforrs  for  mvself  and  infatit. 
'I'he  Indian^  weri'  not  as  harsh  in  their  treat 
ment  toward  me  as  1 feared  the\'  wamld  be, 
blit  I was  ajiprelunisive  for  the  Safety  of  my 
(diild.  I Inul  been  witli  them  si.\  moiitlis  and 
had  learned  their  lang-na'j;e,  ami  1 would 
often  he^eeeh  my  mistress  to  advise  im^  what 
t(.i  do  to  save  m\  (diild,  but  she  turned  a ileaf 
ear  to  all  my  supplications.  iMy  chihl  was 
si.\  months  old  wdieii  my  master,  thinking.  I 
suppose,  that  it  interfered  witii  my  work, 
deteririined  to  put  it  out  of  the  way.  ()ne 
cold  morninor  tiye  or  si.\  Indians  came  wdiere 
1 was  smd<ing  my  balie.  As  soon  as  they 
came  1 felt  sicdx  at  heart,  for  my  fears  were 
aroused  for  the  safety  of  my  child.  .My 
fears  were  not  ill-groiinded.  <)ne  of  the  In- 
dians caught  my  (diild  by  the  throat  and 
strangleif  it  until  to  all  appeHiances  it  was 
dead.  1 e.serled  all  my  iV*tdi!e  strengili  t<a 
saye  my  cldld,  but  the  other  Indians  held  me 
frst.  The  Indian  who  had  strangieil  the 
child  then  threw  it  up  into  the  air  reiieatedly 
and  let  it  fail  upon  the  frozen  ground  nnfil 
life  seemed  to  be  e.vtinct.  They  then  ga\e 
it  baid<  to  me.  I liad  been  weepino-  inces- 
santly while  they  had  been  murdering  my 
(diild,  blit  now  my  grief  was  so  great  that 
the  foniitain  of  my  tears  was  dried  up.  ,\s 
1 gazed  on  the  cheeks  of  my  darling  infant 
i di,'Co\ered  tome  syn:|itonis  of  returning 
life.  I hoped  that  it  it  could  lie  resuscitated 
they  would  ali.iw  me  to  keep  it.  1 washed 
the  blood  from  its  face  and  after  a time  it 
began  to  breathe  again.  lint  a more  heart- 
rending  scene  eucued.  .\s  s(^,on  a.s  the  In 
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j dians  ascei’tained  that  the  child  was  still 
j alice,  they  tore  it  from  my  arms  and  knocked 
! me  down.  They  tied  a plaileil  rope  aroniid 
' its  n<r(d(  and  threw'  it  iiit((  a bunch  cd'  prl(d<lv 
pears  and  then  pulled  it  ba(d<ward  and  t(/r- 
; ward  until  its  tender  flesh  was  literally  torn 
iroin  its  body.  < Mie  of  the  Indians  who  '.va?( 

; monnital  on  a hor.'-e  tlimi  lied  the  end  (d  the 
' rope  to  his  sa'Idle  and  galloped  around  in  a 
j cinde  until  my  little  innocent  was  not  onl\ 
i dead  but  torn  to  pieces.  One  of  them  untied 
the  rope  and  threw  the  remains  of  the  child 
into  my  lap,  an'd  I dug  a hole  in  the  earth 
and  buried  them. 

I '■•‘After  performing  the  last  sad  rites  for 

j the  lifeless  remains  of  my  dear  babe,  1 sat 
' down  and  gazed  with  a feeling  of  relief  upon 
; the  little  gra\e  I had  made  for  it  in  the 
wilderness,  and  could  say  with  David  of  old, 
i (‘  Von  can  not  come  to  me,  but  I inn.-t  go  to 

I ^ ” 

you  and  then,  and  e\cn  now.  as  I record 
the  dreadful  scene  I witnessed.  I rejoiced 
that  my  babe  had  jiassed  from  the  sorrows 
and  .sufferings  of  this  world.  I shall  hear 
its  dying  crie.s  no  more,  and,  fully  beTeving 
in  and  relying  (jn  the  imputed  righteousness 
of  God  in  Christ  desns,  I feel  that  my  inno- 
cent babe  is  tn.)W  with  kindred  sjiirits  in  the 
eternal  world  of  jViys.  Oh  that  my  dear 

Savior  may  keep  me  through  life's  sliorr, 
ionrney.  and  bring  me  to  dwell  with  my 
children  in  realms  of  eternal  bliss  !' 

“ Mrs.  Dliimmer  has  gone  to  rest,  and  no 
doubt  her  hopes  have  been  realized. 

“ After  this  she  was  given  as  a ser\  ant  to 
a very  cruel  old  srpiaw,  wdio  treated  her  in  a 
most  brutal  manner.  Her  son  had  been 

i carried  off  by  another  party  to  the  far  West. 

and  she  supposed  her  husband  and  father  Inel 
, been  killed  in  the  massacre.  Her  infant  was 
! dead  and  death  to  her  would  have  been  a 
sweet  relief.  Life  was  a burden,  and  driven 
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almost  to  desperation  she  |•e.■'olved  no  lonoer 
to  submit  to  the  intolerant  old  sqnaw.  One 
day  when  the  two  were  some  distance  from, 
although  still  in  sight  of,  the  camp,  her  mis- 
tress attempted  to  heat  her  with  a club.  De- 
termined not  to  .submit  to  this,  she  wrenched 
tlie  club  from  the  hands  of  the  sqnaw  and 
hnocked  her  down.  The  Indians,  who  had 
witnessed  the  whole  j)roceedings  from  their 
camp,  now  came  running  up,  shouting  at  the 
top  of  their  voice.  She  fully  expected  to  be 
killed,  but  they  patted  her  on  the  shoulder, 
crying:  Bueno'  Bueno!  ! (Good!  Good!!  or 
Well  done!).  She  now  fared  much  better, 
and  soon  became  a oreat  favorite,  and  wa.s 
known  as  the  ‘ Fighting  Sqnaw.’  She  was 
eventually  ransomed  through  the  intervention 
of  some  IMexican  Santa  Fe  ti'aders,  iiy 
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noble-hearted  American  merchant  of  that 
place,  Mr.  William  Donahue.  She  was  ]»nr- 
chased  in  the  liocky  ^Mountains  so  far  north 
of  Santa  Fe  that  .seventeen  days  were  con- 
rtiimed  in  reaching  that  place.  Slie  was  at 
once  made  a memherof  her  benefactor's  fam- 
ily, where  she  received  the  kindestof  care  and 
attention.  Ere  long  she  accompanied  Mr. 
and  Mr.s.  Donahue  on  a visit  to  Indejiendence, 
Mi  ssonri,  whei-e  she  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing and  embracing  her  brothcr-in  law,  L.  D. 
jSTxon,  and  by  him  was  escorted  back  to  her 
j)eopIe  in  Texas. 

“ During  her  stay  with  tlie  Indians,  Mrs. 
Flnmmer  had  many  thrillincr  adventures, 
which  she  often  recounted  after  her  reclama- 
tion. In  narrating  lier  reminiscences,  she 
said  that  in  one  of  her  rambles,  after  she  had 
been  with  tlie  Indians  some  time,  she  dis- 
covered a cave  in  the  mountains,  and.  in  com- 
jiany  with  the  old  sipiaw  that  gnardc-d  her, 
she  explored  it  and  found  a large  diamond, 
but  her  mi.-^tress  immediately  dmiianded  it, 
and  sJ)c  was  frjrccf]  to  gi\c  it  uj).  She  said 


also  she  saw  here  in  these  mountains  a bush 
which  had  thorns  on  it  resembling  fish  hooks, 
j which  the  Indians  used  to  catch  fish  with  and 
j she  herself  has  often  caught  trout  with  them 
j in  the  little  mountain  sti'eams. 
j “<)ii  the  Ibth  of  Febrnai-y,  18d8,  she 
reached  her  father’s  house,  exactly  twentv- 
I one  months  after  her  capture.  She  had  nevei- 
; seen  her  little  son,  dames  I’latt,  since  soon 
j after  their  capture  and  knew  nothing  of  his 
' fate.  She  wrote  or  dictated  a thrilling  and 
graphic  history  of  hercaptnre  and  the  horrors 
of  her  captivity,  the  tortures  and  hardships 
she  endured,  and  all  the  incidents  of  her  life 
with  her  c.lptors  and  observations  among  tlie 
savages.  This  valnableand  littlebook  is  now 
rare,  and  out  of  print.  The  full  title  of  the 
volume  is:  ‘ Narration  of  the  perilous  adven- 

tures, miraculous  escapes  and  sufferings  of 
llev.  James  W.  Parker,  during  a frontier 
residence  in  Texas  of  fifteen  years.  With  an 
impoitant  geographical  description  of  the  cli- 
mate, soil,  timber,  water,  etc.,  of  Texas.  To 
which  is  appended  the  narration  of  the  cap- 
tnre  and  subsequent  sufferings  of  Mrs.  Ilachel 
Plummer,  his  daughter,  dnidng  a captivity  of 
twenty-one  months  among  the  Comanche  In- 
dians, etc.  (18mo.,  pp.  95  and  35;  boards. 
Louisville,  1844).’ 

“ In  this  book  she  tells  the  last  she  saw  (d 
Cynthia  Ann  and  John  I’arker.  She  died  on 
the  19th  of  February,  1839,  just  one  year 
after  leaching  home.  As  a remarkable  coin- 
cidence it  may  be  stated  that  she  was  born  on 
the  nineteenth,  married  on  the  nineteenlli, 
ca|)tnred  on  the  nineteenth,  released  on  the 
nineteenth,  reached  Independence  on  the  nine- 
teenth, arrived  at  home  on  the  nineteenth, 
and  died  on  the  nineteenth  of  the  month! 

■'  llei-  son,  James  Pliimmei,  after  six  long 
and  weary  years  of  capti'Ity  and  siillcri;,^', 
dili'ijig  uliivh  lime  he  had  li\'cd  ainonu  inan\ 
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different  tribes,  and  traveled  several  thousand 
miles,  was  ransomed  and  taken  to  Fort  Gib- 
son late  in  1842,  and  reached  home  in  1843, 
in  charge  of  his  gtandfather.  lie  became  a 
respected  citizen  of  Anderson  county.  Iloth 
he  and  his  father  ai'e  now  dead. 

‘‘  This  still  left  in  captivity  Cynthia  and 
.lohn  Parker,  who  as  snbsecpiently  heard  were 
held  by  separate  bands.  The  brother  and  sis- 
ter thus  separated  gradually,  forgot  the  lan- 
guage, manners  and  customs  of  their  own 
jieople,  and  became  thorough  Comanches  as 
the  long  years  stole  slowly  away.  How  long 
the  camera  of  their  hrains  retained  the  im- 
pressions of  the  old  home  within  the  old  fort, 
and  the  loved  faces  of  their  pale  kindred,  no 
one  knows;  though  it  would  appear  that  the 
fearful  massacre  should  have  stamped  an  im- 
press indelible  while  life  continued.  But  the 
young  mind,  as  the  twig,  is  inclined  by  pres- 
ent circumstances,  and  often  forced  in  a way 
wholly  foreign  to  its  native  and  original  bent. 

“John  grew  up)  with  the  semi-nude  Co- 
manche boys  of  his  own  age,  and  played  at 
hunter  and  warrior  with  the  pop-gun,  made 
of  elder-stems,  or  bows  and  arrows,  and  often 
flushed  the  chapparal  for  hare  and  grouse,  or 
entrapped  the  tinny  denizens  of  the  mountain 
l)rook  with  the  many  peculiar  and  ingenious 
devices  of  the  wild  man  for  securinj;  for  his 
repast  the  toothsome  trout  which  abounds  so 
plentifully  in  the  elevated  and  delightful  re- 
gion so  long  inhabited  by  the  lordly  Co- 
manches. 

“ When  John  arrived  at  manhood  he  ac- 
comp)anied  a raiding  p)arty  down  the  liio 
Grande  and  into  Mexico.  Among  the  cap- 
tives taken  was  a young  ^lexican  girl  of 
great  heauty,  to  wliom  the  young  warrior 
Ic'It  his  heart  go  out.  Tbe  affection  was 
|•(■(•iJ)rocated  on  the  part  of  the  fair  Dona 
Ju;mit;i,  ;md  the  two  were  emomed  to  Iw 


married  as  soon  as  they  should  arrive  at  the 
Comanche  village.  Each  day,  as  the  caval- 
cade moved  leisurely  but  steadily  along,  the 
lo\ers  could  be  .seen  riding  together  and  dis- 
cussing the  anticij)ated  pjleasuresof  connubial 
life,  when  suddenly  John  was  ])rostrated  by 
a violent  attack  of  smallj)OX.  The  cavalcade 
could  not  tarry,  and  so  it  was  decided  that 
the  |)oor  fellow  shonld  be  left  all  alone,  in 
the  vast  IJano  Estacado,  to  die  or  recover  as 
fate  decreed.  But  the  little  Aztec  beauty 
refu-sed  to  leave  her  lover,  insisting  on  her 
cap'ytors  allowing  her  to  remain  and  take  care 
of  him.  To  this  the  Indians  reluctantly  con- 
sented. 4Vith  Juanita  to  nurse  and  cheer 
him  up,  John  lingered,  lived  and  ultimately 
recovered,  when,  with  as  little  ceremony, 
j)erhap)S,  as  consummated  the  nuptials  of  the 
first  pair  in  Eden,  they  assumed  the  matri- 
monial relation,  and  Dona  Juanita's  predi- 
lection for  the  customs  and  comforts  of  civi- 
lization were  sufficiently  strong  to  induce  her 
lord  to  abandon  the  wild  and  nomadic  life  of 
a savage  for  the  comforts  to  be  found  in  a 
straw-thatched  house.  ‘They  settled  in 
Texas,’  says  Mr.  Thrall,  the  historian  of 
Texas,  ‘ on  a stock  ranch  in  the  far  West.’ 
When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  John  Parker 
■joined  a Mexican  company  in  the  Confeder- 
ate service  and  was  noted  for  his  gallantry 
and  daring,  lie,  however,  refused  to  leave 
the  soil  of  Texas,  and  would  nnder  no  cir- 
cumstances ci'oss  the  Sahine  into  Louisiana, 
lie  was  still  on  his  ranch  across  the  Bio 
Grande  a few  years  ago,  but  up  to  that  time 
had  never  visited  any  of  his  relatives  in 
Texas.” 

( ANN  I'AKKKU. 

4'he  following  interestinir  account  is  a 

O 

chapter  added  to  the  foregoing  stfii-y:  “Four 
long  years  have  elapsed  sit)ce.she  was  cnielly 
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torn  from  a niotlier'.>  embiaoe  and  carried 
into  captiv'ity.  Diiriiifr  this  time  no  tidings 
have  i'Cen  received  of  licr.  i\[anv  effoi'ts 
lia\e  lieen  made  to  timl  Ikm’  wlierealioiits,  hnt 
without  success,  wlien,  in  1840,  Colonel  Len. 
Williams,  an  old  and  honored  Texan,  Mr. 
Stoat,  a ti'adei-,  and  an  Indian  onide  named 
.Ia(d<  Harry,  packed  mules  with  ooods  and 
engagial  in  an  expedition  of  private  traffic 
with  the  Indians. 

“On  the  Canadian  river  they  fell  in  with 
Pa-ha-n  ka's  hand  of  Comanches,  with’whom 
they  were  | eacefnlly  cem versant ; and  with 
this  trihe  was  Cynthia  Ann  Parker,  who, 
from  the  day  of  her  capture,  had  never 
seen  a white  person.  She  was  then  about 
fourteen  years  of  a^e  and  had  been  with  the 
Indians  ahc)ut  five  years. 

“Colonel  Williams  found  the  Indian  into 
whose  family  she  had  been  adopted  and  pro- 
posed to  redeem  her,  hut  the  Comanche  told 
him  all  the  goods  he  had  would  not  ransom 
her,  and  at  the  same  time  ‘ the  firmness  of 
his  countenance,’  says  Colonel  Williams, 
‘ warned  me  of  the  danger  of  further  men- 
tion of  the  subject.’  But  old  Pa-ha-u-ka 
prevailed  upon  him  to  let  them  see  her.'  She 
came  and  sat  down  by  the  root  of  a tree,  and 
while  their  presence  was  doubtless  a happy 
event  to  the  poor,  stricken  captive,  who  in 
her  doleful  captivity  had  endured  everything 
but  death,  she  refused  to  speak  a word.  As 
she  sat  theie,  musing,  perhaps,  of  distant 
relatives  and  friends,  and  the  bereavements 
at  the  heginnings  and  progress  of  her  dis- 
tress, they  employed  every  j^ersuasive  art  to 
evoke  some  expression.  They  told  her  of 
her  playmates  and  relatives,  and  asked  what 
message  she  would  send  to  them,  but  she 
had  douhtle.'S  been  commanded  to  silence, 
and,  with  no  hope  or  prospect  to  return,  was 
afi'aid  to  app‘-ar  sad  or  dejected,  and,  by  a 


stoical  ciTort  in  order  to  prevent  future  harl 
treatment,  jnit  the  best  face  possible  on  the 
matter.  Put  the  anxiety  of  her  mind  was 
betrayed  by  a perceptible  opinion  on  her  li[i. 
showing  that  she  was  not  insensible  to  the 
common  feelings  of  humaiuty. 

“As  the  years  rolled  by  Cynthia  Ann 
speedily  develojied  the  charms  of  woman 
hood,  as  with  the  dusky  maidens  of  her 
companionship  she  performed  the  menial 
offices  of  drudgery  to  which  savage  custoiti 
consigns  woman,  or  practiced  those  little 
arts  of  C0(pietry  natural  to  the  female  heart, 
whether  she  be  a belle  of  Madison  Scpiare, 
attired  in  the  most  elaborate  toilet  from  the 
elite  bazaars  of  Paris,  or  the  half- naked  sav- 
ages with  matted  locks  and  claw- like  nails. 

“Doubtless  the  heart  of  more  than  one 
warrior  was  pierced  by  the  Ulyssean  darts 
from  the  laughing  eyes,  or  cheered  by  the 
silvery  ripple  of  her  joyous  laughter,  and 
laid  at  her  feet  the  game  taken  after  a long 
and  arduous  chase  among  the  antelope  hills. 
Among  the  number  whom  her  budding 
charms  brought  to  her  shrine  was  Peta 
Nocona,  a Comanche  war  chief,  in  prowess 
and  renown  the  peer  of  the  famous  and  re- 
doubtable Big  Foot,  who  fell  in  a desperately 
contested  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the 
veteran  ranger  and  Indian  fighter.  Captain  S. 
P.  Boss,  now  living  at  Waco,  and  whose 
wonderful  exploits  and  deeds  of  daring  fur- 
nished theme  for  sonir  and  storv  at  the  wai' 
dance,  the  council  and  the  camp  tire. 

“Cvnthia  Ann,  stranger  now  to  every 
word  of  her  mother  tongue  save  her  own 
name,  became  the  bride  of  P(da  A'ocoua,  per- 
forming for  her  imperious  lord  all  the  slav- 
ish offices  which  sava<rism  and  Indian  custom 
assigns  as  the  duty  of  a wife.  She  bore  him 
children,  and,  we  are  assured,  loved  him  with 
a liei-v'c  pasoioii  ami  wifely  devution;  ‘ I'oi . 
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some  fifteen  years  after  her  capture,'  says 
Victor  jM.  Rose,  ‘ a party  of  wliitc  hunters, 
incliuliiio  some  friends  of  her  taniily,  visited 
llie  ComaMohe  encampment,  and  recognizing 
(’yiithia  Ai'ii  — probably  through  tlu^  medium 
of  her  name  alone — sounded  lier  as  to  the 
di.- agreeableiiess  of  a return  to  lier  ]jCople 
and  the  haunts  of  civilization.  She  sliook 
lier  liead  in  ii  sorrowful  negative,  and  pointed 
to  her  little  n:d<ed  barbarians  sporting  at  her 
feet,  and  to  the  great,  greasv,  lazy  buck  sleep- 
iiio;  in  the  shade  near  at  hand,  the  lucks  of  a 
score  of  scalps  dangliitg  at  his  belt,  and 
whose  first  utterance  on  arousing  would  be  a 
stern  command  to  his  meek,  pale-faced  wife, 
though,  in  truth,  exposure  to  the  sun  and  air 
had  browned  the  complexion  of  CyntliiaAnn 
almost  as  intensely  as  those  of  the  native 
daughters  of  the  plains  and  forest.’ 

“She  retained  but  the  vaguest  remein- 
branco  of  her  people — as  dim  and  flitting  as 
the  phantom  of  ;i  dream;  she  was  accustomed 
now  to  the  wild  life  she  led,  and  found  in  its 
]cpulsi\e  features  charms  in  which  ‘upper- 
rendom  ’ would  have  proven  totally  deficient. 

‘ I am  happily  wedded,’  she  said  to  these  vis- 
itors; ‘ I jove  my  husband,  who  is  good  and 
kind,  and  my  little  ones,  who  too  are  Ids,  and 
I cannot  forsake  them.’” 

This  incident,  in  all  its  bearin»rs,  is  so 
ntd(|ue  an  one  that  it  seems  highly  warrant- 
able to  follow  t'ynthia’s  cai'eer  to  the  end.  | 
About  a score  of  years  passed  and  young 
Ross,  of  Waco,  had  seemingly  silenced  the  | 
Comanches  at  Antelope  hills  and  Wichita 
mountains,  but  it  was  a false  silence,  as  the 
writer  above  (j noted  .shows  below: 

“For  some  time  after  Ross’  victory  at 
tbe  Wichita  mountains  the  Comanches  were 
!(tss  hostilf!,  seldom  pem-ti'atiiig  far  <lown  into 
' he  set  thmients.  Ihit  it:  1^51*  'flO  the  con- 
dition ■ the  fiMiitic)’  \v;i>  tnil\  dejihuable. 


The  people  were  obliged  to  stand  in  a con- 
tinued posture  of  defense,  and  were  in  con- 
tinual alarm  and  haztird  of  their  lives,  never 
daring  to  stir  abroad  unarmed,  for  small 
bodies  of  savages,  quick-sighted  tind  iicctis- 
I turned  to  per|)etnal  watchfulness,  hovered  on 
the  outskirts,  and,  springing  from  behind 
bush  or  rock,  surprised  their  enemy  before  he 
' was  aware  of  dam>'er,  :ind  sent  tiiliugs  of  their 
1 jtresence  iti  the  fatal  blow,  and  after  execu- 
tion of  the  bloody  work,  by  superior  knowl- 
edge of  the  cotintry  and  rapid  movements, 
safely  retired  to  their  inaccessible  deserts. 

“In  the  autumn  of  18G0  the  indomitable 
and  fcaidess  Reta  Xocona  led  a raiding  party 
of  Comanches  through  Pai'ker  county,  so 
named  in  honor  of  the  family  of  his  wife, 
Cynthia  Ann,  committing  gi'cat  depredations 
as  they  passed  through.  The  venerable  Isaac 
Parker  was  at  that  time  a resident  of  AV^eath- 
erford,  the  county  seat;  and  little  did  he 
imagine  that  the  chief  of  the  ruthless  savages 
who  spi-ead  desolation  and  death  on  every 
side  ;is  far  as  their  arms  could  reach,  was  the 
husband  of  his  loner-lost  niece,  and  that  the 
commingled  blood  of  the  muialered  Parkers 
and  the  atrocious  Comanche  now  coursed  in 
the  veins  of  a second  genei'ation— bound 
erpially  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity  to  mur- 
derer and  murdered;  that  the  son  of  Peta 
Xocona  and  Cynthia  Ann  Parker  would  be- 
coine  the  chief  of  the  proud  Comanches, 
whose  boast  it  is  that  their  constitutional  set- 
tlement of  government  is  the  ])Ui'est  democ- 
raev  ever  originated  or  administered  amomr 
men.  It  cei'taiidy  conserved  the  object  of 
its  institution  - the  protection  and  happiness 
of  the  people — for  a longer  period  and  much 
more  .^at islkctori ly  tluui  lia.-,  that  of  any  othei' 
Indian  ti'ibe.  'I'he  Comanches  claimed  a 
supcrioi-ity  nvoi'  the  ofluu-  Ti-xau  tribes;  and 
they  liiKiuesf imiably  were  more  int(dljo'eiit 
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unci  coiiiageous.  Tlic  reservation  policy — 
necessary  tlioneh  it  he  — initip^s  tlieni  all  to 
an  ahject  level,  the  plane  of  lazy  hetrgai-s  and 
thieves.  The  Coinanelie  is  most  qualified  hy 
mitiire  to  i-eceive  etineation  and  for  adtiptinp 
himself  to  the  requirements  of  civilization  of 
all  the  Southern  tribes,  not  excepting  even 
the  ( lier(d<ees,  with  their  eliiirehes,  sehool- 
lionses  and  farms.  The  Comanches,  after 
waging  an  unceasing  war  for  over  fifty  years 
against  the  United  States,  Te.xas  atid  Me.xico, 
still  niimher  10. 000  souls — a far  better  show- 
ing than  any  other  tril>e  can  mahe,  though 
not  one  but  has  enjoyed  privileges  to  which 
the  Comanche  was  a stranger.  It  is  a shame 
to  the  civilization  of  the  age  that  a people  so 
susceptible  of  a high  degree  of  development 
shoidd  he  allowed  to  grovel  in  the  depths  of 
heathenism  and  savagery.  But  we  are  di- 
gressincr. 

“The  loud  and  clamorous  cries  of  the  set- 
tlers along  the  frontier  for  protection  induced 
the  Government  to  organize  and  send  out  a 
regiment  under  Colonel  M.  T.  Johnson,  to 
take  the  field  for  public  defense.  But  these 
efforts  proved  of  small  service.  The  expedi- 
tion, though  at  great  expense  to  the  State, 
failed  to  find  an  Indian  until,  returning,  the 
command  was  followed  by  the  wily  Com- 
aTiches,  their  horses  stampeded  at  night,  and 
most  of  the  men  compelled  to  reach  the  set- 
tlements on  foot,  under  great  suffering  and 
exposui'e. 

“Captain  ‘Sul’  Boss,  who  had  just  gradu- 
ated from  Florence  Wesleyan  University,  of 
Alabama,  and  returned  to  Texas,  was  com- 
missioned a captain  of  rangers  by  Governor 
Sam  Houston,  and  directed  to  organize  a 
company  of  sixty  men,  with  orders  to  repair 
to  Foi  t Belkna[),  receive  from  Colonel  John- 
son all  government  property,  as  his  regiment 
was  disbanded,  and  take  the  field  against  the 


redoubt ;tl)le  Captain  Feta  Nocona,  atid  afford 
the  frontier  .■'Uch  protection  as  was  possihh' 
with  his  .-mall  force.  The  necessity  of  vigor- 
ous mea^uies  soon  became  so  pressing  that 
Captain  Foss  seuti  detertnineil  t(»  attemjtt  to 
curb  the  insi)letice  (if  these  implacidde  ene- 
mies of  I’exas  hy  followitig  them  into  their 
fastiu^sses  and  carry  the  war  into  their  own 
homes.  In  his  graphic  narr;tti(ju  of  thi,- 
campaign.  General  L.  S.  Boss  says:  ‘As  I 

could  take  hut  forty  of  mv  men  from  my 
post,  I recpicsted  Captaiti  ISh  G.  Evans,  iti 
command  of  the  United  States  troops  at  Camp 
Cooper,  to  send  me  a detachment  of  the 
Second  Cavalry.  AVe  had  been  intimately 
connected  on  the  Van  Dorn  catnpaign,  during 
which  I was  the  recipient  of  much  kindness 
from  Captain  Evans,  while  1 was  suffering 
from  a severe  wound  received  from  an  Indian 
in  the  battle  of  the  Wichita.  He  promptly 
sent  me  a sergeant  and  twenty- one  men  well 
mounted.  Aly  force  was  still  further  aug- 
mented by  some  seventy  volunteer  citizens, 
under  the  command  of  the  brave  old  frontiers- 
man, Captain  Jack  Cureton,  of  Bosque  county. 
These  self-sacrificing  patriots,  without  the 
hope  of  pay  or  regard,  left  their  defenseless 
homes  and  families  to  avenge  the  sufferings 
of  the  frontier  people.  AVith  pack  mules 
ladeu  down  with  necessary  supplies,  the  ex- 
pedition marched  for  the  Indian  country. 

“‘On  the  18th  of  December,  1860,  while 
marching  up  Uease  river,  I had  suspicions 
that  Indians  were  in  the  vicinity,  by  reason 
of  the  buffalo  that  came  running  in  great 
numbers  from  the  north  toward  n>,  and  while 
mv  command  moved  in  the  low  ground  I 
visited  all  mdghhoring  high  points  to  make 
discovcric',  ( )n  oiu*  of  the>e  -and  hill.-.  I 
found  four  froh  pony  tiaicks,  and.  being 
satisfiial  that  Indian  vedettes  had  just  gone, 

1 galloiied  I’oi'waril  about  a mile  to  a hiohi  i- 
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j)uiiit,  aiul,  riding  to  tlie  top,  to  iny  inex- 
pi’essible  surprise,  found  myself  within  200 
yards  of  a Coinanclie  village,  located  on  a 
small  sti’eam  winding  around  the  hase  of  the 
hill.  It  was  a most  happy  circumstance  that 
a jdercing  north  wind  was  blowing,  bearing 
with  it  a cloud  of  sand,  and  my  presence  was 
unobserved  and  the  surprise  complete.  By 
signaling  my  men  as  I stood  concealed,  they 
leached  me  without  being  discovered  by  the 
Indians,  who  were  busy  packing  up  prepara- 
tory to  a move.  By  this  time  the  Indians 
mounted  and  moved  off  north  aci'oss  the 
level  of  the  plain.  My  command,  with  the 
detachment  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  had  out- 
marched and  become  separated  from  the  citi- 
zen command,  which  left  me  about  sixty 
men.  In  making  disposition  for  attack,  the 
.sergeant  and  his  twenty  men  w^ere  sent  at  a 
gallop,  behind  a chain  of  sand  hills,  to  en- 
compass them  in  and  cut  off  their  retreat, 
while  with  fifty  men  I charged.  The  attack 
was  so  sudden  that  a considerable  number 
were  killed  before  they  could  prepare  for  de- 
fense. They  fled  precipitately  right  into  the 
presence  of  the  sergeant  and  his  men.  Here 
they  met  with  a warm  reception,  and  finding 
themselves  completely  encompassed,  every 
one  fled  his  own  way,  and  was  hotly  jjursued 
and  hard  pressed. 

The  chief  of  the  party.  Beta  Nocona,  a 
noted  warrior  of  great  repute,  with  a yoiino- 
girl  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  mounted  on  his 
horse  behind  him,  and  Cynthia  Ann  Parker, 
with  a girl  child  altout  two  years  of  age  in 
her  arms,  and  mounted  on  a fleet  pony,  fled 
together,  while  Lieutenant  Tom  Kclliheir 
and  I pursued  them.  After  runnimr  about 
a mile  Kelli  heir  ran  up  by  the  side  of 
Cynthia's  horse,  and  I was  in  the  act  of 
shooting  when  she  held  up  her  child  and 
stopj)ed.  1 kept  on  after  the  chief,  and  about 
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half  a mile  further,  when  about  twenty 
yards  of  him,  I fired  my  pistol,  striking  the 
girl  (whom  I su]iposed  to  be  a man,  as  she 
rode  like  one,  and  only  her  head  was  visible 
above  the  buffalo  robe  with  which  she  was 
wrapped)  near  the  heart,  killing  her  instantly, 
and  the  same  ball  would  have  killed  both  but 
for  the  shield  of  the  chief,  which  hung  down 
covering  his  back.  When  the  girl  fell  from 
the  horse  she  pulled  him  off  also,  but  he 
caught  on  his  feet,  and  before  steadying  bim- 
selt  my  horse,  running  at  full  speed,  was 
very  nearly  on  top  of  him,  when  he  was 
struck  with  an  arrow,  which  caused  him  to 
fall  to  pitching  or  ‘ bucking,’ and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  I kept  my  saddle,  and  in 
the  meantime  narrowly  escaped  several 
arrows  coming  in  quick  succession  from  the 
chief’s  bow.  Beiim  at  such  disadvantage  he 
would  have  killed  me  in  a few  minutes  but 
for  a random  shot  from  my  pistol  (while  I 
was  clinging  with  my  left  hand  to  the  pom- 
mel of  my  saddle),  which  broke  his  right  arm 
at  the  elbow,  completely  disabling  him.  My 
horse  then  became  quiet,  and  I sliot  the  chief 
twice  through  the  body,  whereupon  he  de- 
liberately walked  to  a small  tree,  the  oidy 
one  in  sight,  and  leaning  against  it  began  to 
sing  a wild,  weird  song.  At  this  time  my 
Mexican  servant,  who  had  once  been  a captive 
with  the  Comanches  and  spoke  their  lan- 
auaofe  fluently  as  his  mother  tongue,  came 
up  in  company  with  two  of  my  men.  I then 
summoned  the  chief  to  surrender,  but  he 
promptly  treated  every  overture  with  con- 
tempt, and  signalized  this  declaration  with  a 
savage  attempt  to  thrust  me  with  his  lance 
which  he  held  in  his  left  hand.  I could  only 
look  Uj)on  him  with  jiity  and  admiration. 
For,  deplorable  as  was  bis  situation,  with  no 
chance  of  escape,  his  party  utterly  destroyed, 
! his  wih*  and  chihl  captured  in  his  sight,  he 
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wjia  imdaimtcd  l>y  tlie  late  that  awaited  liim, 
and  as  he  seemed  to  prefer  death  to  life,  I 
directed  tlie  INfexican  to  end  his  mis<My  by  a 
cliaro'e  of  hneksliot  froiti  t!ie  <run  which  he 
carried.  Tahino-  nj)  hi.<  accoiitenncnts,  wliieh 
1 siihse(jiieiit!y  sent  to  (iovernor  Houston,  to 
he  deposited  in  the  archives  at  Aii>tiii.  we 
rode  back  to  Cynthia  Ann  and  Kelliheii’,  and 
fonnd  liim  bitterly  cursing  himself  for  hav- 
ing run  his  pet  hoi'se  so  hard  after  an  ‘ old 
squaw.’  She  was  very  dirty,  both  in  her 
scanty  garments  and  person.  Ibit  as  soon  as 
I looked  on  Iier  face,  1 saiil:  ‘Why,  Tom, 
this  is  a wliite  woman:  Indians  do  not  have 
blue  eyes.’  On  the  way  to  the  village,  where 
my  men  were  assembling  with  the  spoils,  and 
a large  caballada  of  ‘ Indian  jionies,’  I dis- 
covered an  Indian  boy  about  nine  years  of 
age,  secreted  in  the  grass.  H.xpecting  to  he 
killed  he  began  crying,  bnt  I made  him 
mount  behind  me  and  carried  him  alomr. 

O 

And  when  in  after  years  I frequently  jn-o- 
posed  to  send  him  to  his  people,  lie  steadily 
refused  to  go,  and  died  in  McLennan  county 
last  year. 

“ After  camping  for  the  night  Cynthia 
Ann  kept  crying,  and  thinking  it  was  caused 
from  fear  of  death  at  our  hands,  I had  the 
Mexican  tell  her  that  we  recognized  her  as 
one  of  our  own  people,  and  would  not  harm 
her.  She  said  two  of  her  boys  were  with  her 
when  tlie  fi"ht  began,  and  she  was  distressed 
by  the  fear  that  they  had  been  killed.  It  so 
happened,  however,  both  escaped,  and  one  of 
them,  ‘Qnanah,’  is  now  a chief.  The  other 
died  some  years  ago  on  the  plains.  I then 
asked  her  to  give  me  the  history  of  her  life 
among  the  Indians,  and  the  circumstances 
attending  her  capture  by  them,  which  she 
promptly  did,  in  a very  sensible  manner. 
And  as  the  facts  detailed  corresponded  witli 
the  massacre  at  Parker’s  Pori,  1 was  im-  1 


j)res.<eil  with  the  belief  that  she  was  Cynthia 
Ann  Pai'ker.  Ihduniing  to  my  post,  I sent 
her  and  child  to  the  ladies  at  Cooper,  where 
she  could  receive  the  attention  hei-  sitnalion 
demanded,  and  at  the  same  time  di.s|iatched 
a messeno-ei-  to  Colonel  Parker,  her  uncle, 
near  ^\'eatherford ; and  as  1 was  called  to 
AVaco  to  meei  Covm'nor  Houston,  1 left 
directions  for  the  Mexican  to  accompany 
Colonel  Parker  to  Cooper  as  interpieter. 
AVhen  ho  reached  there  her  identity  was  soon 
discovered  to  Colonel  Parker's  entire  satis- 
faction and  great  happiness.”  (This  battle 
broke  the  spirit  of  the  Comanches  for  Texas.) 

“Upon  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Pai’ker  at 
Fort  Cooper  interrogations  were  made  her 
through  the  Mexican  interpreter,  for  she  re- 
membered not  one  word  of  English,  resjtect- 
ing  her  identity;  but  she  had  forgotten  abso- 
lutely everything  apparimtly  at  all  connected 
with  her  family  or  past  history. 

“In  despair  of  being  able  to  reach  a con- 
clnsion.  Colonel  Parker  was  about  to  leave 
when  he  said,  ‘The  name  of  my  niece  was 
Cynthia  Ann.’  The  sound  of  the  once  fa- 
miliar name,  doubtless  the  last  lingering 
memento  of  the  old  home  at  the  fort,  seemed 
to  touch  a responsive  chord  in  her  nature, 
when  a sign  of  intelligence  lighted  up  her 
countenance,  as  memory  by  some  mystic  in- 
spiration resumed  its  cunning  as  she  looked 
up  and  jxatting  her  breast, said,  ‘Cynthia  Ann! 
Cvnthia  Ann!’  At  the  wakening  of  this 
single  spark  of  reminiscence,  the  sole  gleam 
in  the  mental  gloom  of  many  years,  her  coun- 
tenance brightened  with  a ])lcasant  smile  in 
place  of  the  sullen  expression  which  habitu- 
ally characterizes  the  looks  of  an  Indian  re- 
strained of  freedom.  There  was  no  longer  any 
doubt  as  to  her  identity  with  the  little  girl 
lost  and  mourned  so  long.  It  was  in  reality 
Cynthia  Ann  Parker,  but  oh,  so  changed! 


’'i  1 


H*  - l ..|H 

-i.'.l 


^ »l. 


lU 


,|V,. 


■I  I ••■ 

■’  • ' 

.■I  1 


-0-^  , 

' 'V  . 
')<•#  nvr< 

,1  


M..K.  ...I.  .'»1  (<l 

( .,'lj  «f‘rri  t -in'iaa  u*!  M finfl 

, Wl  V* 

;,.  if  I M,r  *'»v«‘»’****' 


t I 


I -,  ' 

I ’ , '')< 


. .,  Il*  Init't  - «•>••'•  ^•*'1  •'“*  74*'* 

■ 

,.,  , '.  :t  .<  -M  '"*••  *.>09f"  ^ ^ 

'I  7*V’V  - ' . ^ 

J'-M  *l> 


" '!■•!  ' 


p nil  ifi^i ' '■' 


,,,'  ■. I I , 

,'  , „'•  ' ll'  ',;»•' 

, , 1 1 •»! 
, n ' ' 

\ 


»• 


,l(  <t|i.ii  ■l•■^'Mt| 


t 


" i( 


' 1^ 

• •u  ;<i# 


. i..t*  I' 


' i!«  ni 

..I  . V n|ij 

„ J'lUMjIv  *^tl« 

, , i . . ' '•  Inv'i  >/’T 
.,  , . ' « I.M.b 

, *..«!'  'ImMH  HrtJB  t*"l 
nnfi 




, ,,,.,  v><  «'*>'■'  "‘  ■ : 

„ .1  M •• '?  “'I'  ">  ‘ ' 

,,.M  '.tiw"  I '*  * ■*'1 

, .„■  1,1..."  t...'  •"•■  ‘ 

,,,i;„:,.  ,.,i  .ii..'«i  i>..L....>i  b^  .. 

,|..'..l^'  ., I UU-  ■' 

' «i,n.n  .•  j ‘ 

I .Mm.‘  u/0  W. 

„;,  .„,:i  -I'  -« - 

MW.'I  *r..' 

.Pin  .rvp  .f'' 

U-w.  •*  ’.<  ...U 

„ni.r  t-r'l  Y**«»  * 

V . . '■  IK  ' ■ 

',  0,1T  lui.it)  -voft  •’ 

,,,„ » V.1-I-I 

'Mh  'ml  .#v.j  1.^  be**  V 

I. run 

,„u  i.wuw 

I .V:mk*  vvrv  . a I 

' tv,.iun-*b 

I .p,pi 


inSTUin'  OF  TEXAS. 


2‘o7 


“ lIuJ  as  savu'^e  like  aii<l  dark  ot  eomt)lex- 

O * 

imi  as  slie  was,  Cynthia  Ami  was  still  dear  to 
her  o\ei'joyed  micle.  and  was  weleomed  home 
hy  relatives  with  all  the  joyons  transports 
with  which  the  prodigal  son  was  hailed  upon 
his  miserable  return  to  the  parental  roof. 

“ A thorough  Indian  in  manner  and  looks 
as  if  she  had  been  so  born,  she  sought  every 
opjiortunity  to  escape  and  had  to  be  closely 
watched  for  some  time.  Her  uncle  carried 
herself  and  child  to  his  home,  then  took  them 
to  Austin,  where  the  secession  concention 
was  in  session.  Mrs.  John  Henry  Brown  and 
Mrs,  N.  C.  Raymond  interested  themselves 
in  her,  dressed  her  neatly,  and  on  one  occasion 
took  her  into  the  gallery  of  the  hall  while  the 
convention  was  in  session.  They  soon  realized 
that  she  was  greatly  alarmed  hy  the  belief 
that  the  assemblage  was  a council  of  chiefs, 
sitting  in  judgment  on  her  life.  Mrs.  Brown 
beckoned  to  her  husband,  Hon.  John  Henry 
Brown,  who  was  a member  of  theconvention, 
who  appeared  and  succeeded  in  reassuring  her 
that  she  was  among  friends. 

“ Gradually  her  mother  tongue  came  back, 
and  with  it  occasional  incidents  of  her  child- 
hood, including  a recognition  cf  the  venerable 
Mr.  Anglin,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others. 

“ The*Civil  war  coming  on  soon  after, 
which  necessitated  the  resumption  of  such 
primitive  arts,  she  learned  to  spin,  weave  and 
perform  the  domestic  duties.  She  proved 
quite  an  adept  in  such  work  and  became  a very 
useful  member  of  tbe  housebold.  The  ruling 
passion  of  her  bosom  seemed  to  be  the 
iiiaternal  instinct,  and  cherished  the  hope  that 
when  the  war  was  concluded  she  would  at 
last  succeed  in  reclaiming  her  two  children, 
who  were  still  with  the  Indians.  But  it  was 
written  otherwise  and  Cynthia  Ann  and  her 
little  barbarians  were  called  hence  ere  the 
ci  nel  wai'  w.a-J  over.  She  died  at  her  brother’s 


in  Anderson  county,  Te.xas,  in  Ibbl.  pi'eceiled 
a short  time  by  her  sprightly  little  daughter. 
Prairie  Flower.  Thus  ended  the  sad  story  of 
a woman  far-famed  along  the  border.” 

Only  one  of  her  sons,  Quanah,  lived  to 
manhood.  He  became  one  of  the  four  chiefs 
of  the  Cohoite  Comanches,  who  were  placed 
on  a i-eservation  in  Indian  Territory  in  1874, 
and  became  the  most  advanced  of  Comanche 
tribes  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life.  Quanah 
learned  English  and  soon  conformed  to 
American  customs.  A letter  \vritten  in  1880 
thus  described  his  surrounding.^;  “We 
visited  Quanah  in  his  teepe.  He  is  a fine 
specimen  of  physical  manhood,  tall,  muscular, 
straight  as  an  arrow,  gray,  look-you-straight- 
through-the-eyes,  very  dark  skin,  perfect 
teeth,  and  heavy  raven-black  hair — the  envy 
of  feminine  heaids — he  wears  hanging  in  two 
rolls  wrapped  around  with  red  cloth.  His 
hair  is  parted  in  the  middle;  the  scalp  lock  is 
a portion  of  hair  the  size  of  a dollar,  plaited 
and  tangled,  signifying,  ‘ If  you  want  light 
you  can  have  it.’ 

“ Quanah  is  now  camped  with  a thousand 
of  his  subjects  at  tbe  foot  of  some  bills  near 
Anadarko,  Indian  Territory.  Their  white 
teepes,  and  the  inmates  dressed  in  their  bright 
blankets  and  feathers,  cattle  grazing,  childi-en 
playing,  lent  a weird  charm  to  the  lonely, 
desolate  hills,  lately  devastated  by  prairie 
lire. 

“ He  has  three  squaws,  his  favorite  being 
the  daughter  of  Yellow  Bear,  who  met  his 
death  by'  asphyxiation  at  Fort  Worth  in  De- 
cember last.  He  said  he  gave  seventeen 
horses  for  her.  His  daughter  Cynthia,  named 
for  her  grandmother,  Cynthia  Parker,  is  an  in- 
mate of  the  agent’s  house.  (^bianah  was 
attired  in  a full  suit  of  buckskin,  tunic,  leg- 
gins  and  moccasins  elaborately  trimmed  in 
beads,  and  a red  breech  cloth  with  ornamental 
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end  lianging  down.  A voi'y  handsomo  and 
expensive  Mexican  blanket  was  tlirown 
around  his  l)ody;  in  liis  ears  were  little  stnffe<l 
birds.  Ills  hair  was  done  with  tlie  feathers 
of  bright  phunaged  birds.  lie  was  liand- 
S(jiner  by  far  than  any  Ingoinartlie  writer  lias 
ever  seen,  but  tliere  was  no  squaw  fair  enougli 
to  personate  bis  I’artlienia.  Ilis  general  as- 
jiect,  manner,  bearing,  education,  natural  in- 
telligence, show  plaiidy  tliat  white  blood 
trickles  through  bis  veins.  When  tiaveling 
he  assumes  a complete  civilian’s  outiit — dude 
collar,  watch  and  chain,  and  takes  out  his  ear 
rings.  He,  of  course,  cannot  cutoff  his  long 
hair,  saying  that  he  would  no  longer  be  ‘big 
chief.’  He  has  a handsome  carriage,  drives  a 
pair  of  matched  grays,  always  traveling  with 
one  of  his  squaws  (to  do  the  chores).  Minna- 
a-ton-cha  is  with  him  now.  She  knows  no 
English,  but  while  her  lord  is  conversing 
gazes  dumb  with  admiration  at  ‘ my  lord,’ 
ready  toobey  his  slightest  wdsh  or  command.” 

A COMANCHE  PRINCESS. 

Tlie  following  beautiful  story  is  from  tlie 
pen  of  General  H.  P.  Bee: 

In  the  spring  of  1843,  the  Kepublie  of 
Texas,  Sam  Houston  being  president,  dis- 
patched Colonel  J.  C.  Eldridge,  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs,  and  Tom  Torrey, 
Indian  agent,  to  visit  the  several  wild  tribes 
on  the  frontier  of  Texas  and  induce  them  to 
make  peace  and  conclude  treaties  with  the 
Kepublic.  General  II.  F.  Bee  accompanied 
the  expedition,  but  in  no  official  capacity. 
At  the  house  of  a frontier  settler,  near  where 
the  town  of  Marlin  stands,  the  commissioners 
received  two  Comanche  children  who  had 
been  captured  by  Colonel  Moore,  a famous 
and  gallant  soldier  of  the  old  lie]»ublic,  in 


one  of  his  forays  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Coloi'ado  in  1840.  The.se  children  had  been 
ordered  to  be  retunu-d  to  their  jieople.  One 
of  them  was  a boy  fourteen  years  old,  named 
Bill  Hockley,  in  iionor  of  veteran  Colo- 
nel Hockley,  then  high  in  command  of  tlu 
j army  of  the  Bepublic,  w ho  had  adojited  the 
i boy  and  taken  care  of  him:  the  other  was  a 
girl  eleven  years  idd,  named  Maria.  The 
parting  of  the  little  gild  from  the  good  people 
who  had  e\  idenlly  been  kind  to  her  was  veiy 
affecting;  she  cried  Inttcrly  and  begged  that 
she  would  not  be  carried  away.  She  had 
forgotten  her  native  tongue,  spoke  only  one 
language  and  had  the  same  dread  of  an  In- 
dian  that  any  other  white  children  had.  Her 
little  nature  had  been  cultivated  by  tlie  hand 
of  civilization  until  it  drooped  at  tlie  thought 
of  a rough  Indian  life  as  a delicately  nurtured 
flower  will  droop  in  the  strong  winds  of  the 
prairies.  There  being  no  excuse,  however, 
for  retaining  her  among  the  white  people,  a 
pretty  gentle  Indian  pony,  with  a little  side- 
saddle, was  procured  for  her,  and  she  was 
taken  from  her  friends. 

On  arriving  at  a camp  in  Tanaconi,  above 
where  Waco  is  now  located,  the  party  met 
the  first  Indians,  a mixture  of  Delawares, 
Wacoes,  etc.  The  appearance  of  flJe  little 
girl  on  horseback  created  great  amusement 
among  the  Indians.  She  was  so  shy  and 
timid,  and  the  very  manner  in  which  she  was 
seated  on  the  side-saddle  was  different  from 
that  of  the  brown- skinned  women  of  her 
race.  The  next  morning  after  the  arrival  at 
the  camp,  Ben  Hockley  came  out  in  full  In- 
dian costume,  having  exchanged  his  citizen 
clothes  for  buck-skin  jacket,  pants,  etc.  He 
at  once  resumed  his  Indian  habits,  and  from 
that  day,  during  the  long  trip  of  months.  Bill 
was  noticed  as  the  keenest  eye  of  the  party. 
He  could  tell  an  object  at  a greater  distance, 
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I'ur  example,  a liorse  Irom  a buH’alu,  a lu/t'sc 
without  a rider,  etc.,  quicker  tliau  an  Indian 
in  camp. 

Tlio  journey  proceeded  witli  its  varied 
.•scenes  of.  excitement,  danger  and  interest  for 
four  months,  and  the  barometer  of  the  party 
was  the  little  (’omanche  jnuncess.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  exiiedition  was  to  see  tlie  head 
chi(d'  of  tlie  ('omanches,  and  of  course,  as  the 
.-earch  was  to  be  made  in  the  boundless  prai 
ries,  it  was  no  easy  or  cei'tain  task;  yet  they 
could  tell  the  distance  from  or  proximity  to 
the  Comanches  by  the  conduct  ot  the  little 
girl.  AVhen  news  came  that  the  Indians  were 
near,  the  childish  voice  would  not  be  Inaird 
in  its  joyous  freshness,  caroling  round  the 
fire;  but  when  news  arrived  that  they  could 
not  be  found,  lier  spirits  would  i-cvive,  and 
her  joy  would  show  itself  in  gamb(ds  as 
merry  as  those  of  the  innocent  fawn  that 
sports  around  its  mother  on  the  great  bosom 
of  the  prairie. 

At  last  the  goal  was  reached,  and  the  party 
was  in  the  Comanche  camp,  the  village  of 
Pay-ha-hu-co,  the  head  chief  of  all  the  Com- 
anches, Maria’s  time  had  come,  but  the 
little  girl  tried  to  avoid  notice  and  kept  as 
close  as  possible.  Her  appearance,  however, 
was  the  cause  of  great  sensation,  and  a few 
days  fixed  the  fact  that  she  was  the  daughter 
of  the  former  head  chief  of  the  nation,  who 
died  on  the  forks  of  the  Prazos,  from  wounds 
received  at  the  battle  of  Plum  creek  in  1840. 
Thus, unknown  to  her  or  themselves,  they  had 
lieen  associating  witli  the  royal  princess,  Xo- 
sa-co-oi-ash,  the  long-lost  and  beloved  child 
of  the  nation.  This  extraordinary  good  luck 
for  the  little  girl  brought  no  assnagement  to 
her  grief.  Her  joy  was  gone.  She  spoke 
not  a word  of  Comanche,  and  could  not  recip- 
rocate the  warm  greetings  she  received. 

On  arrivii\g  .at  the  vilhige.  Pill  Ilo(ddey 


dctci-mined  that  he  would  not  lall<  Comaiu^ic, 
although  he  spoke  it  pcid'cctlv  w(dl.  not  hav- 
ing, like  Maria,  forgotten  his  native  language. 
During  the  week  they  l•emained  in  the  village. 
Pill,  contrary  to  his  u>ual  custom,  kept  close 
to  the  jiarty,  and  did  not  speak  a word  to 
those  around  him;  nor  could  he  be  induceil 
to  do  so.  On  one  occasion  a woman  brought 
a roastiiijr  ear,  which  was  of  great  value  in 
her  eyes,  as  it  had  come  pnd)ab!y  150  miles, 
and  j)i-esented  it  to  Pill,  who  sat  in  one  of 
the  tents.  The.  boy  gave  not  the  slightest  at- 
tention to  the  woman  or  her  gift,  but  kept 
his  eye  lixed  on  the  ground.  Finally  she  put 
the  I'oasting  ear  under  his  eyes,  so  that  as  he 
looked  down  he  must  see  it.  Then,  talking 
all  the  time,  she  walked  off  and  watched 
him.  Put  Pill,  from  under  his  eyes,  noted 
her  movements,  and  not  until  she  was  out  of 
sight  did  he  get  up  and  say,  “That  ugly  old 
woman  is  not  mammie,  but  1 will  eat  her 
roasting  ear.” 

AVhen  the  chief  came  home  (lie  was  ab- 
sent for  several  days  after  the  party  arrived), 
he  asked  to  see  the  children;  and  when  they 
were  presented  he  spoke  to  Pill  in  a very 
peremptory  tone  of  voice,  and  Pill  at  once 
answered,  being  the  first  word  of  Comanche 
he  had  spoken  since  his  arrival.  This  broke 
the  ice,  and  the  boy  went  among  his  peojde, 
not  returning  to  his  white  friends  until  he 
was  wanted  to  take  part  in  the  ceremony  of 
being  finally  delivered  over  to  his  tribe,  and 
afterward  never  going  to  tell  them  good  by. 
So  there  and  then  Pill  Hockley  passed  from 
the  scene. 

The  day  before  the  grand  council  with  the 
Comanches,  the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the 
jiarty  of  the  three  white  men  were  taxed  to 
theii-  fullest  extent  to  make  a suitable  dress 
for  the  Comanche  i>rincess,  whose  clothes,  it 
may  be  supposed,  had  become  old  and  shabby. 
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'l'li?ir  liidv  tVifiids  lia\e  Ihtii  vastly 

aimised  at  tlicdr  eiTorts.  d’hore  was  no  crin- 
oline, corset,  pull-back,  wasp-waist  nr  Dolly 
Varden  to  be  sure.  AVhetber  the  body  was 
too  lono  or  too  shoi-t,  we  are  unable  to  say; 
but  it  was  one  or  the  other!  The  skirt  was 
a success,  but  the  sleeves  would  not  work:  so 
they  cut  them  oft'  at  the  elbow.  The  next 
niorniiio  they  dressed  the  little  princess  in  a 
llaming-red  calico  dress,  put  strin^j^s  of  brass 
heads  on  her  neck,  bras.'  riiiirs  on  her  aims, 
a wreath  ol'  jiraiide  Howers  on  her  head,  tieil 
a red  ribbon  around  her  smooth,  nicely 
])laited  haii-,  and  painted  her  face  with  ver- 
milion, until  slie  looked  like  the  I'eal  princess 
that  she  was.  All  this,  however,  was  no 
pleasure  to  poor  Maria;  she  was  like  a lamb 
dressed  in  llowei's  for  the  sacritic*'. 

Finally  the  time  came  when,  in  the  full 
council,  Colonel  Eldridore  stood  holdino  the 
hands  of  the  two  children  in  front  of  the 
chief,  and  said  to  him  that  as  an  evidence  of 
the  desire  of  the  ^reat  white  Father  (Hous- 
ton) to  make  peace,  ai\d  he  friendly  with  the 
oreat  C'omanche  nation,  he  sent  them  two 
children,  captives  in  war,  back  to  their  peo- 
ple. After  these  words  he  attempted  to 
place  the  hands  of  both  in  the  e.xtended  hand 
of  the  chief;  but  at  that  moment  the  most 
distressing  screams  hurst  from  Maria.  She 
ran  behind  Colonel  Eldrid-je,  and  beo-cred  him 
for  Cod’s  sake  not  to  give  her  to  those  peo- 
ple, to  have  mercy,  and  not  to  leave  iier. 
Then  the  poor  child  fell  on  her  knees  and 
shrieked,  and  clung  to  him  in  all  the  mad- 
ness of  despair.  A death-like  silence  pre- 
vailed in  the  council.  The  Indians  stood  by 
in  stern  stoicism,  the  voices  of  the  white  imm 
were  silent  with  emotion,  and  nothino-  but 

O 

the  cries  of  the  poor  lamb  of  sacrilice  picrcetl 
the  di.'tance  of  the  hloom-scented  prairies. 
Her  white  friends,  as  soon  as  possible,  at- 


tempted to  (piiet  the  child.  Of  course  the 
comforting  woi'ds  w('re  spoken  in  their  own 
language,  but  thev  wore  evidently  understood 
bv  all,  for  theii’S  was  the  laimna^e  of  nature. 
Finding  their  eftorts  useless,  the  clpef  said  ; 
“d'his  is  the  child  of  our  long-mourned  chief; 
she  is  of  mil-  blood;  Inu’ a^ed  grandmother 
stands  ready  to  receive  her;  but  .'he  has  for- 
gotten her  people.  IShe  docs  not  want  to 
come  to  II';  and  if  the  great  white  chief  only 
sent  her  for  us  to  see  that  she  is  fat  and  well 
cared  for,  tell  him  I thank  him,  and  she  can 
go  hack.” 

This  was  an  opportunity;  and  General  Bee 
suggested  to  Colonel  Eldridge  to  save  the 
child;  but,  althoiio-h  the  latter’s  heart  was 
bursting  with  grief  and  sympathy,  his  sense 
of  duty  told  him  his  work  was  linished,  and 
he  replied  to  the  chief,  as  follows:  “I  have 

been  ordered  to  give  up  this  child.  I have 
done  so,  and  my  duty  is  fiillilled.  But  you 
see  she  is  no  longer  a Comanche.  Child  in 
years  when  she  was  taken  from  you  by  the 
stern  hand  of  war,  she  has  learned  the  lan- 
guage of  another  people,  and  I implore  you 
to  give  her  to  me,  and  let  me  take  her  to, my 
home  and  care  for  her  all  the  days  of  my  life.” 
“Ko,”  said  the  chief;  “if  she  is  my  child  1 
will  keep  her.”  He  swung  her  roughly  be- 
hind him  into  the  arms  of  the  old  grand- 
mother, who  bore  her  screaming  from  the 
council  tent;  and  thus  the  princess  was  de- 
livered to  her  people;  and  the  last  sound  the 
party  heard  on  leaving  that  Comanche  camp 
was  the  wail  of  the  poor,  desolate  child! 

Years  afterward  General  Bee  received  a 
message  from  Maria,  and  sent  her  a few  pres- 
ents by  way  of  remembrance.  She  had  be- 
come the  main  interpreter  of  her  nation,  and 
met  the  white  people  in  council.  So  it  ended 
well  at  la.'t.  She  became  an  instrument  of 
good,  and  fulfilled  her  destiny  on  the  stage 
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c>r  aetion  for  wliirli  slie  was  born.  I’nt  the 
remembrance  of  tlie  liri'^bt  but  desolate  child, 
and  Iier  |n'ayers  and  tears  when  she  was 
forced  to  be  left  with  lier  stranger  [leople,  is 
fresh  in  tlie  inemoi’y  of  at  least  one  of  the 
jairtv,  and  will  last  1dm  through  life. 

We  presume  that  the  princess  was  ca])tured 
in  the  ti<dit  l)v  C'olonel  Moore  on  the  Red 
fork  of  the  ( ’oloi'ado. 

GA.MK  AM.MAl.S. 

George  J.  Durham,  of  Austin,  a number 
of  years  ago  enumerated  the  following  as  tlie 
chief  oame  animals  of  Texas: 

Bulfalo  (formerly),  elk,  black-tailed  deer, 
antelope,  hare,  rahbit,  red  and  fox  squirrels, 
turkey,  prairie  chicken,  quail  (‘‘partridge’’), 
the  whooping  and  tlie  sand-hill  cranes,  the 
American  and  trumpetei'  swans,  the  bav 
goose,  brant,  snow  goose  (common  or  Cana- 
dian), etc.,  blue- winged  teal,  the  shoveler, 
widgeon,  green-winged  teal,  pintail,  gray 
duck,  ring  necks,  canvas-back,  mallard  and 
possibly  some  other  species  of  ducks,  wooil- 
cock,  plover,  curlew,  tatler,  sanderling,  etc. 

It  would  scarcely  he  appropriate  here  to 
enumerate  the  habits  of  these  various  animals, 
their  seasons  of  immigration  and  emigration, 
etc.,  as  such  matters  come  more  properly 
within  the  domain  of  scientific  and  sports- 
men’s works.  Hunters’  stories  constitute 
interesting  reading,  but  are  not  properly  the 
matter  of  the  history  of  a State;  but  we  will 
venture  to  relate  one,  as  follows: 

FKARFIL  FXCOINTKK  WITIJ  A HEAR. 

“ Kotnrning  home  from  one  of  my  monthly 
tours  under  the  burning  sun  of  Aimust,’’ 
says  Elder  Z.  N.  Moi-rill,  “I  founa  myself 
greatly  exhausted  in  conseipumce  of  a ride  of 


100  miles  from  i*rovidence  Church,  N’avaiTo 
county,  north  of  Chamhers  creek.  After  a 
little  rest  I mounteil  my  horse,  gun  in  hand, 
with  a view  first  to  look  after  the  larm,  and 
secondly,  if  possible,  to  get  a deer  or  turki*y, 
as  fresh  meat  was  called  for.  The  fai  iu  wa> 
in  the  llrazos  bottom,  and  at  this  season  of 
the  year  the  weeds  were  from  four  to  six  leet 
high.  Passing  around  the  field,  I watcheil 
every  motion  of  the  weeds,  cx[>eeting  to  see  a 
deer  or  turkey.  Presently  my  attention  was 
called  to  my  right,  and  about  thirty  steps 
from  my  path  my  eyes  rested  upon  the  head 
of  an  old  shediear,  standing  upon  her  hind 
feet  and  looking  at  me.  My  horse  was  wild 
and  I dared  not  shoot  from  the  saddle.  T.eap- 
ing  to  the  ground  as  ipiickly  as  possible,  1 
leveled  my  rifle  at  the  fi'arful  object,  which 
then  suddenly  disappeared.  Immediately  the 
weeds  nearer  l.»y  began  to  shake,  and  two 
cubs,  not  more  than  ten  feet  from  me,  ran  up 
a hackberry  tree,  llesting  among  the  limbs, 
they  turned  their  anxious  eyes  on  me.  The 
old  bear  was  gone;  and  very  deliberately  1 
tied  up  my  horse,  and  with  a smile  on  my 
face  and  none  but  the  cubs  and  the  God  of 
the  universe  in  hearing,  I said,  1 am  good  for 
you,  certain.  As  1 was  about  pulling  the 
trigger  the  case  of  Davy  Crockett  flashed  into 
my  mind  when  he  shot  the  cub  and  the  old 
bear  came  u[)on  him  with  his  gun  empty. 
With  that  distinguished  hunter  I had  gone 
on  a hear  chase  in  Tennessee. 

“Well  was  it  that  I thought  of  him  at  this 
moment,  for  I had  not  even  a knife  or  a dog 
to  help  me  in  my  extremity;  and  as,  unlike 
the  king  of  Israel,  I did  not  feel  able  to  take 
the  bear  by  the  beard,  I lowered  my  gun  and 
unsprung  the  trigger.  Just  then  an  angry 
snarl  fell  upon  my  ears  a short  distance  away. 
The  old  bear  was  after  me.  The  weeds 
ei'acked  and  shook,  and  she  stood  upoi:  her 
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liilul  IVft,  walkinu-  tuwani  iiu*.  ^waviiiii-  Ikt 
l)0<ly  right  and  lel't.  Her  hair  wa.s  all  stand- 
ing on  end  and  her  ear>  laid  back,  presenting  . 
a Irightful  appearanee.  idle  was  pendingon  ; 
the  conte>t.  Either  Z.  N.  Morrill  or  that 
bear  had  to  die.  The  only  chance  was  to 
make  a good  shot.  The  hear  was  now  not 
more  than  forty  feet  from  me,  and  stea<lily 
adxancing.  Remendiering  that  I had  but 
the  one  slim  chance  for  my  life,  dejicnding 
on  the  one  gun-cap  and  the  faithfulness  of 
my  aim,  1 found  I had  the  ‘ Imck  ague.’  1 
had  faced  cannon  in  the  battle-lield,  but  never 
•lid  I feel  as  when  facing  tliat  bear.  I grasped 
the  gnu,  but  the  tighter  I grasped  the  worse 
1 trendtled.  The  bear  was  now  less  than 
twenty  feet  away,  walking  straight  on  her 
hiiul  legs.  By  moving  the  gnu  nj)  and  down 
I Hiially  succeeded  in  getting  in  lange  of  her 
body,  but  not  until  theaniir.al  was  within  ten 
feet  of  me  did  I get  an  aim  nj)on  which  I was 
willing  to  risk  a shot!  The  bear  was  in  the 
act  of  springing  when  1 fired.  At  the  crack 
of  the  gun,  the  bear  sprang  convulsively  to 
one  side  and  fell.  1 then  re-loaded  and  killed 
the  cubs.” 

YELLOW  FEVER. 

The  year  1867  was  probably  the  worst  sea- 
son for  yellow  fever  that  Texas  ever  saw. 
About  thirty  interior  towns  and  villages  suf- 
fered an  appalling  moi-tality.  It  first  made 
its  appearance  at  Indianola,  early  in  July, — j 
which  was  probably  the  earliest  for  that 
year  in  the  United  States.  Within  the  fii'st 
few  weeks  it  proceeded  in  its  devastating 
march,  in  turn,  to  Galveston,  I.avaca.  A'ic- 
toria,  Goliad,  Hempstead,  Cy[)ress,  Navasota, 
Millican,  Brerdiam,  Chapel  11  ill,  La  Grange, 
Basti’op,  Alleyton,  Long  Point,  Courtney, 
Anderson,  Huntsville,  hiberty,  Lynchburg 


and  many  smaller  places.  It  was  said  to  have 
been  successfully  excluded  from  Pichmond 
and  Columbus  by  a rigid  quarantine,  and  also 
from  Brownsville  and  Anderson  till  a very 
late  period,  though  it  tinally  broke  out  in 
l)oth  of  the  latter  places. 

The  mortality  was  very  great.  In  Gal- 
veston, for  example,  out  of  a total  of  1,362 
deaths  repoi’ted  during  the  ej)idemic,  1,13-t 
were  tVoin  yellow  fever.  In  Harrisburg  and 
some  other  towns,  considerably  more  than 
half  the  case.s  were  fatal;  in  other  jdaces, 
half  or  a little  less.  Some  eases  of  distress 
and  lack  of  care  were  truly  heart-rending. 

P.VWSOX  .VXD  SIMS. 

Frederick  Dawson,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
who  helped  Texas  with  money  in  her  early 
Struggles,  was  a jovial  gentleman  with  huge 
proportions,  and  used  to  come  to  Austin  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  legislature  after 
annexation,  to  press  his  claims  for  settlement 
with  the  State  of  Texas.  He  was  a jolly 
companion,  a good  liver,  very  fond  of  brown 
stout,  and  had  a laugh  which  waked  the 
echoes  around  to  a marvelous  distance. 

In  the  amplitude  of  his  proportions  and 
the  magnitude  of  his  laiio-h  Dawson  was 
rivaled  by  Bart  Sims,  a resident  of  the  Colo- 
rado valley.  They  had  never  met  before  the 
occasion  under  consideration;  consequently 
their  points  of  resemblance  were  unknown  to 
each  other.  Upon  this  day,  as  they  chanced 
to  be  in  town  at  the  same  time,  the  young 
men  of  the  place  conceived  the  sportive  notion 
of  having  Dawson  and  Sims  laugrli  for  a 
wager.  Diinks  for  the  whole  population 
were  staked  upon  the  result,  judges  were 
chosen  and  the  cachinnation  commenced. 

Never  before  or  since  has  there  been  such 
a merry  scene  in  Texas.  I'ur  half  an  hour 
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tlio  log  liouses  within,  and  the  liills  around, 
tlie  seat  of  iTovernnient  eehoed  and  re-echoed 
to  laughter  of  tlie  most  thninlering  descrip- 
tion. Dogs,  ])igs,  cliickens  and  litrle  cJiil- 
dren  ran  away  terrifitMl;  and  men,  women  and  i 
the  youth  who  did  not  know  what  vvas  the 
matter  poked  tlieir  heads  out  of  the  doors 
and  windows  in  wonderment.  Soon  the  hy- 
standers  became  infected  witli  the  fun  of  the 
thing,  joined  in  the  loud  smile,  and  from  the 
head  of  Congress  avenue  to  its  foot  the  street 
was  one  astoiindino-  roar. 

O 

At  one  moment  the  star  of  Sims  would  ap- 
pear to  l)e  in  the  ascendant,  but  the  next 
instant  Dawson  would  gather  himself  for  a 
miglity  elfort  and  roll  out  a peal  that  would 
drown  c»ut  the  neigh  of  a hor.se  or  bray  of  an 
ass.  Tlie  umpires  gave  their  decision  in 
favor  of  Dawson. 

“Well,  boys.”  said  Sims,  after  the  result 
was  announced,  “he  (pointing  to  Dawson)  | 
laughs  to  the  tune  of  half  a million,  while  1 ' 

hav'nt  got  a d d cent  to  laugh  on.”  This  j 

was  a good  hit  for  Sims,  as  he  was  not  a man 
of  wealth,  and  the  laugh  now  turned  in  his 
favor,  while  his  antagonist  stood  the  treat 
with  his  usual  good  nature, 

TEXAS  VETERAN  ASSOCIATION. 

This  association  is  composed  of  the  sur- 
vivors ot  the  Texas  revolution,  the  men  who  i 
conquered  the  armies  of  Santa  Anna  and 
wrested  this  vast  empire  from  the  dominion 
of  Mexico. 

Its  object  is  to  “perpetuate  the  memories  | 
of  men  and  measures  tiiat  secured  and  main- 
tained liberty  and  indej)endence  to  the  Re- 
public of  dexas,  and  tor  the  promotion  of 
more  intimate  intercourse  and  association  of  j 
(he  ■'Urvi^ors  ot  that  memorable  strufj'ole.”  ' 


Its  membership  is  composed:  1st,  of  all 

survivors  of  the  old  .300  soldiers  and  seamen 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas  who  served  against 
^fexicans  and  Indians  from  1820  to  184b; 

I 2d,  all  citizens  apj)ointed  by  the  government 
or  electerl  to  and  wlio  discharged  positions 
of  trust  from  1820  to  1830. 

The  as.>.^ociation  meets  annually  at  such  time 
and  place  as  may  Ire  designated  by  the  mem- 
bers. 

SUFFRAGE. 

The  following  classes  of  persons  are  pro- 
tiibited  from  voting  in  this  State:  1,  All  per- 
sons under  twenty-one  years  of  age;  2,  idiots 
and  lunatics;  3,  paupers  supported  by  any 
county;  4,  persons  convicted  of  any  felony; 
and  b,  soldiers,  marines  and  seamen  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Every  male  citizen  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
suiqect  to  none  of  the  foregoing  disqualiti- 
: cations,  who  has  i-esided  in  the  (State  one  yeai- 
j next  preceding  the  election  and  the  last  six 
I months  within  the  district  or  county  where 
he  offers  to  vote,  is  a qualified  elector. 

EXEMPTIONS  FROM  TAXATION. 

Farm  products  in  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
ducer and  family  supplies  for  home  and  farm 
use. 

Household  and  kitchen  furniture  to  the 
' value  of  tf;250,  including  a sewing  machine. 

All  annual  ])ensions  granted  by  the  State. 

All  public  property. 

Lands  used  exclusively  for  graveyards  or 
I grounds  for  burying  the  dead,  unless  held  by 
persons  or  corporations  for  profit. 

Ihiihlings  ami  lands  attached  thereto  be 
longing  to  charitable  or  educational  institu- 
tions and  imed  exclusivcdy  for  charitable  or 
educational  pui'])oses. 
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EXKMITIONS  Fi:oM  FORCED  SALE. 

A lioinestcad  wortli  $5,000  exclusive  of  im- 
provements, if  ill  a town  or  city;  if  in  tlie 
country,  200  acres,  including  improveinents 
and  crops  growing  tlieri'ou,  except  for  jiart  or 
all  of  tlic‘  purcliase  money  thereof,  the  taxes 
due  thereon,  or  for  material  used  in  con- 
^tru(•ting  improvements  thereon,  and  in  this 
last  ca>e  only  when  the  work  and  material 
aie  contracted  for  in  writing,  with  the 
consent  of  the  wife  given  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  i-eqnired  in  making  a sale  and  con- 
veyance of  the  homestead. 

.\11  household  and  kitchen  funiiture,  and 
all  provision  and  forage  on  hand  for  home 
consumption. 

Any  lot  or  lots  in  a cemetery  for  the 
purpose  of  sepulture. 

All  implements  of  husbandry,  and  all 
tools,  apparatus  and  books  belonging  to  aiiy 
trade. 

The  family  library  and  all  family  portraits 
and  pictures. 

Five  milch  cows  and  their  calves,  and  two 
yoke  of  work  oxen,  with  necessary  yokes  and 
chains. 

One  gun,  two  horses  and  one  wao-on,  one 
carriage  or  buggy,  and  all  saddles,  bridles, 
and  harness  necessary  for  tlie  use  of  the 

Twenty  head  of  liogs  and  twenty  head  of 
sheep. 

All  current  wages  for  personal  services. 

TEXAS  AT  THE  WOKLd's  FAIR  OF  1893. 

Were  it  not  for  an  implied  inhibition  in 
the  present  State  constitution,  made  in  haste 
to  cover  more  ground  than  was  probably 
i)itcii(jc(l,  Texas  would  have  .surprised  the 


world  at  the  great  Columbian  Kxposilion  at 
Chicago  with  exhibits  of  her  vast  resources 
and  present  stage  of  development.  Possibly 
j she  would  have  surpassed  every  other  State 
in  the  Cnion,  if  not  every  counti'v  in  this 
wide  world,  as  a favorable  section  for  immi- 
gration, which  she  could  have  easily  done 
had  it  not  been  for  that  fatal  elaute  in  her 
constitution  and  the  political  collisions  which 
it  occasioned  between  the  grantrer  and  anti- 
granger  element  of  the  people. 

A tremendous  effort  was  made  by  a few  of 
I the  most  zealous  friends  of  Texas  to  have  a 
i I'cspectable  and  worthy  exhibit  at  Chicago. 

I despite  the  obstacles  ju.st  mentioned,  but  all 
I proved  abortive  except  the  movement  inau- 
gurated by  the  two  private  organizations 
denominated  the  Gentlemen’s  World's  Fair 
Association  of  Texas  and  the  Texas  Women's 
World’s  Fair  Exhibit  Association,  all  the 
work  being  devolved  upon  the  latter,  headed 
by  the  brave  and  executive  Mrs.  I>ene<lette 
H.  Tobin,  of  Austin,  who  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  managers  and  took 
charge  of  the  Texas  State  building  at  the 
fair.  The  career  of  the  enterprise  is  a long 
story,  but  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  it 
was  successfully  carried  through  by  Southern 
ladies.  This  was  probably  the  greatest 
undertaking  by  women  of  the  South  in  the 
history  of  the  whole  country.  They  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  subscrijitions  from  various 
parties  in  the  cities  and  towns  throughout 
the  State,  until  they  raised  sutlicient  funds  to 
place  upon  the  fair  grounds  at  Chicago  the 
best  an-anged  State  building  there,  at  a final 
cost  of  about  328,000;  and  it  was  really  a 
magnificent  structure,  even  in  comparison 
with  all  the  other  State  buildings,  which 
I were  erected  under  ajqirojiriations  fi'om  the 
respective  general  State  treasni’ies.  The 
! ai'cliilect  was  J . Kiely  Gordon,  of  San 
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Antonio.  Considering  tliat  the  ladies  did 
not  coinmence  woi-k  until  the  August  pi'e- 
ceding  the  opening  of  the  lair,  the  grand 
success  of  the  enterprise  seems  still  more 
I'cinarkahle. 

A splemlid  oil  painting  i'cj)resenting  a life- 
sized  e(]Uestrian  statue  of  (feneral  [lonston.  in 
the  act  of  <d\  in<''  orders  in  action  in  the  battle- 
held  at  San  dacinto.  adorned  tlu'  wall  in  the 
rear  of  the  rostrum  of  the  huilding. 

The  ofii<-ers  of  the  association  wei-e:  ^frs. 
ilenedette  E.  Tohin,  I’resident;  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Terrell,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Lad.l  and  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Fry,  Vice  Presidents;  Miss  ]\fary  J.  Jhvlm, 
Secretary;  S.  J.  T.  Johnson,  Superintendent 
of  the  State  building;  Poard  of  Directors: 


i\res.  P.  P.  Tobin,  J.  \V.  Swayne,  J.  I..  Henry, 

d.  M.  Poroughs,  F.  M.  House,  A.  V.  Doak, 

A.  D.  Ilearne,  C.  F.  Diake  and  \ al.  ('. 
Giles;  Vice  Presidents  at  Irarge:  Mes.  John 

W.  Stayton,  K.  P.  Gaines,  John  I..  Henry, 
George  Tyler,  G(‘Oi'ge  (Jai'k,  I'.lla  Scott, 
Ella  Stewart,  E.  M.  House,  W.  W.  l.eake, 
( ’.  F.  Itrake.  d.  P.  Scruggs,  Win.  11.  Pice, 
i\l(dlit!  i\[.  l.)a\  i.'  and  Mi^^  Hallie  Halbeit. 

Pesides  the  above  building,  a few  cntiu'- 
prising  business  men  and  women  contributed 
a small  e.xhibit,  notably  iVirs.  iMary  P. 
Nickels,  of  Laredo,  who  had  in  the  Horticul- 
tural building  probably  the  grandest  cactus 

e. xhibit  ever  made  in  this  country. 
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Dv  AVID  II.  McFADlN. — In  portraying 
I the  lives  of  the  pioneers  of  Texas,  the 
lieroes  of  San  Jacinto  and  the  first  set- 
tlers of  what  is  now  AVill-iamson  county,  none 
are  inoi'e  worthy  of  mention  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  whose  energy  and  perse- 
verance have  contrilnited  to  the  placing  of 
his  community  among  the  best  in  the  State, 
which  holds  front  rank  among  the  sisterhood 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  McFadin  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  Tennessee,  May  22,  181G,  and  is  the 
only  child  of  AVilliam  and  Sarah  (Jett)  Mc- 
Fadin, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the 
same  State  as  himself,  where  they  were  reared 
and  where  they  resided  for  many  years.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  also  David  McFadin,  was  a native  of 
Ireland  and  came  to  America  in  an  early  day. 
Tile  father  of  Mr.  McFadin  of  this  notice 
was  a farmer,  who  joined  the  tide  of  western 
emigration  in  1828,  moving  with  his  family 
slowly  and  laboi'ioiisly  overland  from  the 
home  in  Tennessee  to  the  new  and  wild  coun- 
tr}-  which  was  then  a jiart  of  Me.xico,  but  is 
now  the  great  State  of  Texas.  Thei'e  were 


but  few  civilized  settlements  in  this  part  of 
the  counti-y  at  that  time,  and  one  of  these 
was  situated  in  what  is  now  Liberty  county, 
in  which  the  McFadin  family  cast  their  lot 
and  thei'e  set  about  making  their  frontier 
home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  then 
twelve  years  of  age,  was  for  three  years 
engaged  in  assisting  his  father  to  open  up  a 
new  farm.  The  very  hardships  of  those  early 
days,  however,  served  to  quickly  mature  pre- 
cocious intellects  and  teach  self-reliance  and 
independence.  Thus  it  was  that  at  the  early 
age  of  fifteen,  young  David  became  desirous 
of  beginnino-  life  on  his  own  account.  Ac- 
conlingly  left  the  parental  roof  to  accept  em- 
ployment  in  the  stock  business,  which  he 
followed  without  interruption  until  the  spring 
of  183G.  l»y  this  time  the  0|)pression  and 
tyranny  of  the  Mexican  Government  became 
so  strongly  felt  that  the  settlers  resolved  to 
endure  it  no  longer  and  war  was  declared. 

Mr.  Mel'adin  joined  the  army,  which  was 
composed  of  as  brave  a class  of  men  as  any 
to  be  found  on  the  olobe,  men  who  knew  and 
were  willing  to  emulate  the  c‘xampleof  those 
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lieroes  who  fell  at  8an  A iitoiiio  and  Goliath 
This  littloanriy  was  reoroani/ed  iintler  tlio  able 
loadcrsidp  ot  (n-iieral  Sam  Houston,  wlio  re- 
solved to  make  a last  resistance  to  Mexict). 
Accoi'dingly  the  battle  of  San  Jacintt)  was 
fought,  on  the  21st  of  April,  18d(i,  when  a 
gallant  little  army  of  783  brave  men,  poorly 
e(|ui|>ped,  scantily  clothed  and  half  starved, 
marched  up  and  in  less  tlian  half  an  hour 
(eighteen  minutes,  says  General  iloiistou’s 
i’c[)Ort)  disintegi-ated  an  army  (d‘  1,500  men, 
splemlidly  accoutered,  comfortably  ck)thetl, 
well  fed,  and  under  the  able  generalshi[)  of 
Santa  Anna.  This  is  little  short  of  marvel- 
ous, but  each  man  was  a Hercules  of  deter 
miriation,  and  their  war  cry  was,  “ Remember 
the  Alamo! Ten  thousand  men  could  not  have 
daunted  their  courage,  for  they  were  lighting 
for  their  lives  and  those  of  their  loved  ones, 
besides  aveimiug  those  who  had  been  mur- 
dered  by  the  Mexicans.  This  little  army  was 
composed  of  such  hardy,  determined  men  as 
Mr.  McFadin,  and  they  followed  their  great 
leader.  General  Houston,  with  no  thoimlit 
but  that  of  victory,  and  it  is  such  men  who 
gained  for  Texas  her  inde|)endence  and  placed 
hei'  among  the  greatest  States  of  the  Hnion. 
Tiie  posterity  of  these  men  will  look  back 
over  the  historv  of  Texas  with  pride  in  cog- 
nizance of  the  fact  that  their  forefathers 
fought  so  bravely  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
privileges  which  the  younger  generations 
now  enjiiy.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in 
honor  of  these  veterans  of  San  dacinto, 
whose  names  will  live  in  the  memory  of 
their  descendants  and  also  in  that  of  the 
newer  comers,  who  enjoy  the  fruits  of  those 
iirave  men’s  couracre  and  heroism. 

O 

.\fter  servimr  ^ix  months  in  the  Texas 
army  and  helping  to  gain  the  victo|-\-  at  San 
.laciiito.  .Ml’  Mck'adin  retunn*d  to  hi>  Imme 
in  Ihbei'ty  county,  where,  in  .\ovember. 


1830.  he  wa.s  married  to  Miss  -lerusha 
Hyches,  a nati\e  of  Louisiana  and  a daugh- 
ter ol  .loseph  I)ych(*s,  a well  known  nifineer. 
She  came  to  'I'exas  in  1832.  She  possessed 
groat  foi’ce  of  character  with  suiierior  aldlity, 
and  was  well  fitted  to  become  the  companion 
of  a man  who  had  his  own  fortune  to  make 
in  a frontier  country.  She  c.ontributed  her 
full  (|uota  to  that  success  which  he  achieved, 
making  for  him  a comfortable  ami  happy 
home,  consoling  him  undei’  misfortune  and 
encouraging  him  to  renewed  endeavor. 

After  the.  war.  Mi’.  McFadin  emraiTcd  in 
the  stock  business  on  his  own  account,  follow- 
ing the  same  successfully  for  a number  of 
years,  in  18-12,  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Jelferson  county,  and  discharged  the  duties 
incumbent  upon  him  wdth  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
He  also  served  at  various  times  in  many 
minor  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He 
subsequenth'  traded  with  his  cousin  for  a 
headright  of  laud  in  what  is  now  ’Williamson 
county,  but  which  was  then  on  the  frontier 
of  civilization.  In  December,  1846,  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  this  land  and  began 
the  task  of  making  a permanent  home  in  the 
midst  of  a vast  solitude  and  interminable 
plain,  there  being  at  that  time  luit  four 
white  men  w ithin  the  borders  of  w hat  is  now 
’Williamson  county.  He  cultivated  his  land 
and  engaged  extensively  in  the  stock  bu.-iness 
and  was  the  owner  of  a few  slaves.  Success 
attended  his  efforts  and  prosperity^  smiled  on 
his  endeav( us. 

Mr.  Mcl’adin  was  cosmopolitan  in  his 
view’s,  far  si'oing  and  of  great  probity  of 
character.  He  w-as  a true  and  ti’ied  patriot, 
and  as  his  birthplace  w’as  in  union  of 

States,  he  w:is  opp  >sed  t.i  disintegration. 
Like  his  old  (’ommandei’.  Genei’.’d  Iloimtoii, 
and  many  other  noble  iiu'ii.  he  opposed  se- 
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cession  with  all  his  force,  and  when  the  State 
finally  seceded  he  took  no  part  in  the  en- 
suing straggle.  lie  has  heen  highly  saecess- 
fal  in  his  nnilertakino's  and  has  accainnlated 
a large  and  valuable  amount  of  ])roperty  and 
means,  which  he  uses  to  the  best  advantage, 
in  surrounding  himself  and  family  with  all 
the  comforts  and  many  luxui'ies  of  life,  as 
well  as  contributing  liberally  to  all  worthy 
enterprises  tending  to  advance  the  welfare  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

Mr.  and  JMrs.  McFadin  had  eight  children, 
thi-ee  of  whom  attained  maturity  and  two 
reared  families  of  their  own.  John  iV.,  de- 
ceased, who  was  an  able  man  of  affairs  in 
this  vicinity;  William  D.,  born  in  1840,  en- 
tered the  army  during  the  Civil  war  in  18G2, 
and  has  not  been  heard  from  since;  Irvin  A., 
who  was  also  a prominent  citizen  of  this  com- 
munity; Sidney,  who  died  aged  two  years; 
George,  who  died  at  the  same  age;  Sarah 
died  in  infancy,  as  did  the  two  youngest. 
July  7,  1880,  Mr.  McFadin  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  death  of  his  faithful  wife,  who 
had  been  his  loving  companion  for  forty-four 
years,  enduring  with  him  the  privations  and 
liardships  of  frontier  life  and  participating 
with  him  in  the  prosperity  which  followed 
their  united  and  intelligent  efforts.  She 
lived  to  see  her  two  sons  happily  married 
and  surrounded  hy  families  of  their  own,  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  prosperity  and  the  re- 
spect of  the  community.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  promi- 
nent in  all  good  works,  and  her  death  was  a 
signal  for  universal  sorrow.  In  1881  Mr. 
]\rcFadin  was  married  to  Mi's.  Armstrong, 
widow  of  the  late  Colonel  James  Annstrong, 
an  attorney  of  more  than  oialiuary  promi- 
nenc(!.  She  was  born  in  Kentucky,  but  was 
i'cai(‘d  in  Missouri.  Ilei'  lift;  was  spai'ed  fttr 
eleven  years  after  marriage,  her  death  occur- 


ring June  9.  1892,  many  fritmds  i-emainiiig 
t(j  mourn  her  loss.  Previously,  in  1887,  Mr. 
McFadin  was  herelt  by  death  of  his  son 
Irvin,  and  November  4,  1891,  his  only  sur- 
viving son,  John,  joined  the  other  members 
of  the  family  in  the  spirit  worhl.  Thus  Mr. 
McFadin  has  lived  to  see  his  wlmle  family 
pass  away  from  this  ti-ausitory  sphere,  and  he 
now  resides  on  his  old  hmnestead,  sui-rou  nded 
by  his  grandchildren,  who  relieve  him,  as  far 
as  they  are  able,  of  all  the  cares  and  respons- 
ibilities of  the  manacrement  of  his  large 
estate,  lie  is  a pi'orninent  and  useful  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church,  to  the  success 
of  which  he  has  largely  contributed. 

lie  is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
and  while  in  his  youth,  owing  to  the  newness 
of  the  country  and  the  disturbed  condition  of 
frontier  life  and  consequent  lack  of  school 
facilities,  he  was  deprived  of  educational  ad- 
vantages such  as  are  now  gained  in  classical 
institutions.  He,  however,  attained,  hy  ob- 
servation and  reflection  and  by  contact  with 
the  world,  that  practical  information  essential 
to  success.  He  is  a deep  thinker,  honest  in 
his  convictions,  firm  in  their  execution  and 
consistent  in  action. 

In  politics  he  is  in<lependent  and  has  never 
sought  office,  but  in  consequence  of  his 
known  iiitegiuty,  exact  knowledge  of  affairs 
and  energy  in  execution  of  his  duties,  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  contribute  his  share 
toward  the  general  advancement  of  the  com- 
munitv.  He  served  with  his  usual  ability  as 
Commissioner  of  his  county  for  twelve  years. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Grange  and  the  Farm- 
ers’ Alliance,  to  both  of  which  he  has  devoted 
his  best  endeavors.  He  is  an  extensive 
reader,  is  wiJl  informed  upon  all  the  leading 
topics  of  the  ilay,  and  able  to  discuss  them 
intelligeuf ly  and  effectively.  fie  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  Uuno  the  oldest  liviticr  settler 
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of  ^V'^illiil^lS()^  county,  where  he  is  well  :uk1 
hivonihly  known.  No  one  is  more  (leservin*r 
of  univei'sal  veneration  than  this  veteran  and 
liero  of  San  Jacinto. 


\ 11.  TllAXTON,  a highly  respected 
' citizen  of  llluff  Springs,  Travis 
county,  was  born  in  San  Saha  coun- 
ty, Texas,  August  8,  1802.  His  father, 
AV^illiaui  Thaxton,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
of  the  southwestern  frontier,  coming  to 
Texas  in  1848.  He  stopped  first  in  Burne) 
county,  and  eiglit  years  later  went  to  San 
Saha  county,  where  he  spent  most  of  his  life 
thereafter.  He  was  a man  of  superior  edu- 
cation and  was  trained  to  the  profession  of 
civil  engineering.  During  the  war  he  was 
conscript  officer  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment; l;e  had  raised  a co?npany  and  it  was 
his  intention  to  go  into  active  service,  hut 
his  health  failed,  so  he  remained  at  home 
j)erforudng  the  duty  mentioned. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  engaged  in 
driving  cattle  from  Texas  to  Kansas,  and 
continued  in  this  business  three  years.  He 
next  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture  and 

O 

superintended  the  cultivation  of  land  until 
his  appointment  as  Deputy  under  Sheriff 
Zimmerman  of  Travis  county.  He  was 
practically  Tax  Assessor  during  the  time  T. 
W.  Koland  was  the  incumhent  of  that  olHce, 
a period  of  one  term.  He  then  retired  from 
public  business  and  made  his  home  with  his 
son  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The 
place  of  his  birth  was  Warren  county.  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  year  1827.  He  was  mairied 
to  Barsha  Camphell,  daughter  of  Henry 
(’am])l.ell,  of  Fayette  county,  Missouri,  to 
which  State  hi>  family  had  removed  when  he 
was  a mere  lad.  'I'he  childi’en  horn  of  this 


uidon  wei’c  live  in  number:  Su.-'au,  deceased, 
was  the  w'ife  of  (1.  W^.  Camphrdl;  she  leit  a 
family  of  sevam  children;  Sallie  W.  died 
uumai-ried:  Mary,  dc'ceased,  was  the  wite  of 
T.  W.  Garvin  and  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren; ()la,  deceased,  was  the  wife  ot  Joe 
Martin  and  the  mother  of  three  childi'en; 
AV.  11.  is  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
sketch.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in 
1800. 

W.  11.  Thaxton  secured  only  a fair  En- 
glish education,  leaving  school  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  He  then  began  in  an  inde- 
pendent line  to  work  out  his  own  destiny. 
Industrious  and  economical  in  his  habits,  he 
saved  his  small  earnings  until  lie  had  accu- 
mulated a sutticiently  large  sum  to  make  an 
investment  in  land;  this  he  did  with  more 
than  ordinary  discernment,  and  he  now  owns 
a tract  of  OOU  acres  ten  miles  south  of  Aus- 
tin. He  has  400  acres  under  cultivation,  the 
wliole  being  under  his  personal  supervision. 

Mr.  Thaxton  was  married  February  14, 
1883,  to  Nannie  Smith,  a daughter  of  the 
Hon.  Felix  E.  Smith,  whose  history  is  given 
in  full  in  this  volume.  The  children  of  this 
union  are  four  in  number:  AVillie  S.,  born 
January  25,  1886,  died  January  3,  1801; 
Mary  Barsha  was  born  April  4,  1888;  and 
Clara  and  Claude,  twins,  were  born  February 
15,  1801;  Claude  died  Alarch  5,  1801.  Mr. 
ami  Mrs.  Thaxton  are  intelligent  members  of 
tlie  Baptist  Church. 


Da.  T<)|)D,  a citizen  of  St.  Elmo,  has 
been  identified  with  the  history  of 
— ' 4'ra\  is  county  since  the  tii>t  day  cd 

June,  1857.  lie  then  loc:ited  on  his  present 
farm  ami  eiioaged  in  tilling  tlu’  .-oil  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  en- 
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listed  ill  ('nptaiii  C'ai'tcr’s  coinjiany,  wliicli 
was  assioned  tti  the  h'oiii'th  'I’e.xas  fiifaiitry, 
midor  coniiiiaiid  id'  C'oloiiel  Hood,  who  after- 
ward gained  tlu>  title  of  (-Jeneral.  Mr.  Todd’s 
first  eiKnioeiiieiit  was  at  Hltham’s  J.,aiuliiio'  on 
York  river;  then  followed  in  i-apid  succession 
the  Seven- Hays’  tiuht,  second  IManassas, 
Sharpshnrg,  KreiJerickshiirg.  Gettysburg,  and 
all  the  other  battles  which  led  up  to  the  cap- 
ture of  Richmond,  and  was  >urrendered  with 
Lee’s  army  at  A jipomattox.  He  did  not  re- 
ceive a single  wound.  Retuniing  to  Nash- 
ville he  remained  in  his 'rennessee  home  fora 
period  of  eight  months,  during  which  time 
he  suffered  from  a long  illness.  In  the  fall 
of  lSf)5  he  came  to  Texas,  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  forty  acres  near  Austin,  which  he 
cultivated  for  two  years.  He  disposed  of  this 
property  and  embarked  in  the  dairy  business, 
locating  on  the  Dock  Sneed  place,  200  acres 
of  which  he  had  inherited;  to  this  tract  he 
adiled  by  purchase  427  acres;  he  has  125  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  has  conducted  a large 
and  prosperous  dairy  Imsiness  since  1872. 

Politically  he  loyally  supports  the  issues 
of  the  Democratic  party.  His  wise  counsel 
and  sound  judgment  recommending  him  to 
the  people  of  his  precinct,  he  was  chosen  by 
them  to  fill  the  office  of  County  Commis: 
sioner  in  1876;  he  has  served  many  times  as 
Magistrate,  deciding  all  (questions  with  im- 
partiality. 

Colonel  David  Todd,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Virginia  in  1797,  and  there 
passed  his  youth;  when  nearly  grown  to  ma- 
turity he  removed  to  Tennessee,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming;  he  was  married  in  War- 
reu  county,  Tennessee,  to  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Leech,  a jdanter  from  North 
Carolina,  whose  wife  was  IMiss  Stewart. 
Colonel  and  , Mrs.  Todd  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  Mary,  wife  of  R.  M.  dohnson; 


Louisa;  .1.  ^Albert;  Lottie  d.,  wife  of  M,  L. 
doling;  Alcima,  wife  of  11.  ,M . lL:y;  Alar- 
garet,  deceased,  and  1).  A.,  the  ,--iibj(>ct  of 
this  biography.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  in  1836,  and  the  husband  married  a 
second  time,  being  uniteil  to  Mrs.  Maylield; 
they  had  two  children.  Van  liiircm,  ami  Har- 
riet, deceased.  (’oloncl  d'odd  rcmoseil  to 
Mississippi  in  1837,  and  located  at  Holly 
Springs.  After  the  death  of  the  Colonel  in 
1843,  our  subject  was  thrown  upon  his  own 
responsibility;  he  jiassed  two  years  in  1 >e 
Soto  county,  Mississipjii,  and  then  went  to 
New  Orleans  by  water,  taking  a boat  there 
for  Galveston  and  Port  Lavaca;  l)y  stage  he 
journeyed  to  Austin,  where  he  arrived  dune 
1,  1857. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Tennessee  A. 
Jones,  a daughter  of  d.  M.  dones,  wliose  his 
tory  is  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mrs. 
Todd  was  born  in  1852.  Of  this  union  ten 
children  have  been  born;  Sallie  Ann,  deff 
D.,  William  H.,  John  H.,  Alfred  C.,  Walter 
N.,  W.  S.,  Ruth,  Robert  Grover,  and  Grace. 

— ''1/  u 

W\  C.  BEARD,  a farmer  and  pioneer 
settler  of  AVilliamson  county,  was 
--  — ■ born  in  Cumberland  county.  North 
Carolina,  July  10,  1814,  a son  of  Neil  and 
Elizabeth  (Carver)  Beard,  natives  also  of  that 
State,  the  former  of  Scotcli  and  the  latter  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  maternal  grand- 
father was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  Neil 
Beard  was  a millwright  and  farmer,  and 
served  as  Major  of  a militia  company.  He 
was  the  father  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  hftli  child,  and  the  only 
one  to  come  to  Texas.  All  are  now  deceased 
but  him  and  one  daughtt'r,  Elizabeth,  widow 
of  a Mr.  Ellis,  and  a resident  of  .Mississippi. 
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W.  C.  JJeai’d  was  i-earecl  to  farm  life,  and 


at  the  ao;e  of  sixteen  years  found  employment 
as  a clerk  in  Fayetteville.  Three  years  later 
he  moved  with  his  fathei'  to  Mississij)pi, 
where  the  Indians  wei'e  still  numerou.s,  fol- 
lowed frei<rhtin<^  fi'om  Memphis  a nnmher  of 
years,  and  later  conducted  a grocery  store  in 
Grenada,  that  State.  In  1837  he  located  in 
Jefferson  county,  Texas,  where  he  followed 
farming,  also  boating  on  the  Matchez  river, 
and  the  following  year  obtained  a certificate 
for  a grant  of  land,  which  he  located  in 
Williamson  county.  Mr.  Heard  moved  to 
this  farm  in  1850,  where  he  owns  G40  acres, 
all  now  under  fence,  and  JOO  acres  cultivated. 
In  1839  he  joined  a ranging  company  of  370 
men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Neil,  and  they 
succeeded  in  driving  the  Itidians  from  this 
part  of  the  country.  When  our  subject  first 
located  in  this  county  he  drove  his  ox  team 
to  Houston  for  supplies,  and  at  that  time 
had  only  about  six  neighbors. 

In  1837  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
M iss  Mary  J.  May,  who  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  May  26,  1823,  a daughter  of  Robert 
B.  May,  a native  also  of  that  State.  The 
latter’s  father,  J.  May,  was  of  Scotch  descent, 
held  a high  commission  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  drew  a pension  for  services  ren- 
dered in  that  struggle.  Robert  May  was  a 
prominent  farmer,  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  at  one  time  was  captain  of  a 
steamboat.  He  moved  to  Mississippi  when 
the  Indians  were  still  there,  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  in  that  State.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beard  have  had  fifteen  children,  ten  of 
whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  viz.:  Robert, 
deceased  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years; 
'William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years;  Rilla,  wife  of  llenjamin  Starks,  a 
farmer  of  Williamson  county ; Tabitha,  widow 
of  Tom  Barne.s;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  was  the 


wife  of  A.  Morris;  Eugene,  who  died  Jaitu- 
ary  15,  1892,  leaving  a family;  Josephine, 
deceased  at  the  age  of  sixtemi  yeai's;  John, 
wh()se  residence  is  unknown;  Emma,  wife  of 
C.  J\I.  Jones,  a railroad  agent  at  Granger; 
and  Jerufus,  deceased.  Two  sons  served  in 
the  late  wai',  and  one  was  ca{)tured  and  held 
I prisoner  two  yeai-s  at  Ship  island.  Mr.  Heard 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Democratic 
i party,  but  never  aspires  to  public  office.  Re- 
i ligiously,  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Chris- 
; tian  church.  Our  subject  is  well  and  favor- 
ably known  iii  his  community,  has  lived  to 
i a ripe  old  age,  but  can  still  ride  horseback 
over  his  plantation,  looking  after  the  details 
of  his  farm.  He  and  his  wife  live  happily 
at  the  old  homestead,  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  a well-spent  life. 

SAMUEL  A.  SCOTT,  a prominent 
\ pioneer  of  Texas  was  born  in  Alabama, 
December  4,  1824,  a son  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Hruce)  Scott,  who  were  born 
and  married  in  North  Carolina.  The  father 
was  a son  of  James  Scott,  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  served  as  a private  through  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Joseph  Scott  was  a 
soldier  in  Jacksot\’s  army  during  the  war  of 
1812,  and  was  a planter  by  occupation.  His 
death  occurred  in  this  State  in  1832,  his  wife 
survivinor  until  1842,  and  both  are  buried  in 
Washington  county.  Her  brothers  became 
prominent  tnen,  and  one  was  a celebrated 
physician  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of 
whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  namely: 
Phillip,  who  reared  a large  family  in  Hurle- 
son  county,  Texas,  and  dieil  in  1888;  Robert 
\V.,  deceased  in  that  county  in  1880,  also 
raised  a large  family  of  children;  Hiackman, 
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(k'ceast*il  in  ISSO;  Jolin  W'.,  who  died  of 
yellow  fes  ei'  in  ( 'oi-pns  ( di idsti  eon n t y, 'Ik.xas, 
in  180U;  Sanniel,  oni-  snhject;  and  .\mli-ew 
A.,  of  l!ee  county. 

Samuel  A.  Scott  landed  with  his  father  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Hrazos  rivei-,  in  Te.xas,  in 
i\[arch,  1S81.  lived  the  first  year  in 

Foi't  Itend  county,  spent  si.x  years  in  AVash- 
iu>rton  county,  and  in  1887  removed  to  I’.urle- 
son  county,  where  he  grow  to  manhood  and 
attended  a boarding  school  five  years.  After 
i-eacliiug  a suitable  age  lie  embarked  in  tlie 
stock  business,  which  he  continued  until 
180U,  and  during  that  time  made  many  trips 
with  his  stock  to  Ivansas.  In  1857  Mr. 
Scott  came  to  Williamson  county,  and  the 
following  year  bought  his  present  farm  of 
320  acres,  100  acres  cultivated,  a part  of 
which  he  i-ents.  He  is  en<^ao;ed  in  general 
fanning  and  stock-raising.  In  1801  he 
entered  the  State  service  for  one  year,  assisted 
in  guarding  Galveston  island,  and  nine 
months  later  engaged  in  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice. Mr.  Scott  was  appointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  State  command,  and  after  the 
reorganization  served  as  Lieutenant  until  the 
close  of  the  struggle.  The  regiment  dis- 
banded at  Galveston. 

In  1851  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  A.  Posey,  who  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  in  1831,  a daughter  of  James 
C.  and  Khoda  (Evans)  Posey,  natives  also  of 
that  State.  The  father  was  a prominent 
farmer  and  slave  owner.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Scott  had  two  children:  Izora,  wife  of  W. 

M.  Ivey,  Supreme  Judge  of  Austin;  and 
Samuel  W.,  a lawyer  of  Haskell  county, 
Te.xas.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1803. 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  four  grandchildren. 
()ur  subject  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
was  in  fa\'or  of  secession,  but  luwer  aspires 
to  public  otlice.  The  family  are  members  of 


the  Metholist  ( liuivh.  .Mr.  Sc.ott  lui'  made' 
hi.s  hume  on  the  .'ame,  farm  in  thisca'miity 
lor  thirty-ti\'e  yeai->,  and  whmi  he  first  located 
here  it  was  r)uly  spai’sely  .-ettled.  He  was 
educated  for  the  [iractice  of  medicine,  but 
preferred  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock 
raising.  He  holds  an  euviabh*  pejsition  in 
the  hearts  of  his  ac([uaiutances,  and  is  es- 
pecially esteeimaf  ammig  his  old  comrades  in 
arms,  as  when  caiup  life  tried  men’s  hearts 
and  patience  he  was  nevei'  known  to  speak 
a harsh  or  unkind  word. 

ILL! AM  I).  AMALLACE,  one  of  the 
most  intellio'ent  and  successful  agri- 
culturist^  of  Travis  county,  has  re- 
sided here  since  Afarch.  18G7.  He  was  born 
in  Laurens  district.  South  Carolina,  Septem- 
ber 4,  1838,  a son  of  Alartin  AVallace,  a na- 
tive of  the  same  State,  born  in  1810.  The 
father  was  a planter  and  carriage- manufac- 
turer of  e.xcellent  business  habits  and  sound 
judgment.  He  was  a prominent  member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  and  built  a lodge  room  for 
the  fraternity  on  his  own  plantation;  this  he 
deeded  to  his  brothers,  with  an  additional 
tract  of  land  to  be  used  as  a burial  ground. 
He  was  a stanch  supporter  of  Southern  in- 
dependence, and  although  he  was  too  old  for 
military  duty  cheerfully  gave  three  sons  to 
the  service  of  the  Confederacy.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jonathan 
! AA'^allace,  removed  from  A^irginia  to  South 
Carolina  about  the  beginning  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  He  was  of  Scotch  ancestry 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  si.xty  years.  He  mar- 
i-ied  Elizabeth  Hi'owu  ami  they  had  three 
children:  Martin.  Wilhiiison,  and  Alary,  who 
died  unmarried.  ’I'lie  wih'  survived  her  hus- 
band only  a few  years.  Alartin  AVallace 
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inai’i'ioil  ]']li/.a,  (laiij^liter  of  Nathan  l)avis. 
Mr.  Davis  marrind  Charity  II  ughes,  and  tliey 
had  two  (diildi'oi!,  Thomas  and  Kliza.  M iv  i 
and  Mrs.  ^V''allaco  had  horn  to  them  seven  j 
cliildi’en:  d'homas  .lefferson,  who  died  liefore 
the  war;  John  M.,  deceased;  'William  D.,  ' 
whose  name  heads  this  notice;  Mary  Eliza- 
heth,  wife  of  A.  W.  Burnsides;  Nathan  and 
Anonstns. 

William  D.  was  trained  in  liis  youth  both 
to  the  occupation  of  farniinf^  and  the  wagon- 
maker’s  trade.  When  difficnlties  arose  be- 
tween the  North  and  South  and  the  taking 
np  of  arms  became  inevitable,  Mr.  Wallace 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  Hampton’s  Legion 
of  Confederate  troops,  and  \vent  at  once  to 
Virginia;  participated  in  the  first  battle  of 
]\[anassas,  following  which  were  some  of  the 
hardest  fights  of  the  war;  received  a flesh 
wound  at  Seven  Pines  which  disabled  him 
for  a short  time;  rejoined  his  regiment  near 
Richmond  and  afterward  took  part  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Chickamatiga  and  Lookout 
mountain.  Sickness  compelled  a furlough, 
and  at  the  time  of  Lee’s  surrender  he  was  at 
home. 

The  war  swej)t  away  his  property,  blighted 
his  prospects  and  paralyzed  his  energies  for 
the  time.  Feeling  that  he  could  no  lono-er 
content  himself  in  an  environment  that  was 
continually  a reminder  of  former  prosperity, 
he  determined  to  seek  a new  home,  and  in 
1866  came  to  Te.xas,  locating  in  Travis 
county  near  his  present  home,  and  engaged 
in  farming.  Here  reverses  still  attended 
him:  his  crops  failed,  sickness  prostrated  his 
family  and  finally  his  home  was  swept  away 
by  an  overflow  of  the  Colorado  river.  He 
afterward  located  on  higher  ground  and  now 
owns  360  acres,  in  a hioh  state  of  cullivalion; 
he  has  made  many  improvements  and  has  one 
of  the  most  comfortable  homes  in  the  com- 


munity. lie  take.-'  no  interest  in  politics  be- 
yond voting  tlu“  1 )cnu)ci'at ic,  ticket.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Fpisco[)al  (Jhurch 
South  and  tills  the  office  of  Trustee. 

On  Novenilter  7,  1867,  he  was  mari-ied  to 
MissCallieC.  how  lei',  a dairn'liter  of  \V’^illiam 
Fowler,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  horn  in 
1705.  xMrs.  Wallace  was  horn  May  1,  1818, 
and  when  she  was  six  years  old  her  family 
came  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Travis  county. 
Her  mother,  i\[rs.  Avaline  Durham,  nee 
Thompson,  by  her  first  marriage  had  thir- 
teen children.  Mi'.  Fowlei'  also  had  thirteen 
children  by  a former  marriage,  his  wife  be- 
ing Miss  Holcomb.  By  this  second  union 
eight  children  were  horn:  Pierce,  died  in  the 
army  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years;  Cal  lie  C., 
James  L,  John  P.,  Barney,  Kate,  wife  of 
Ed.  Rousseau;  i\I.  T.,  and  Beatrice,  wife  of 
W.  R.  Stewart  of  Ellis  county  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  IVallace  are  the  parents  of  five  children: 
M.  Ada,  wife  of  John  Erhard;  Augustus, 
William  Allen,  L-awrence  and  Hubert. 


j AV.  RPDASILL,  of  AVHlliamson  county, 

I Texas,  was  horn  east  of  Blue  Alountain, 

' Virginia.  December  17,  1813,  a son  of 
Phillip  and  Mildred  Rudasill,  natives  also  of 
that  State.  The  father  was  a son  of  Phillip 
Rudasill,  a native  of  Germany  and  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  AHrginia.  The  old  Rnda- 
sill  homestead  has  passed  through  four  gen- 
erations. Air.  and  Airs.  Phillip  Rudasill  had 
ten  children,  viz.:  Andrew,  who  was  killed 
at  Fredericksbui'g  in  18(53;  Alary  J.,  wife  of 
AVilliam  Doyle,  of  Virginia;  William  K., 
who  sei'ved  through  the  Civil  war,  and  still 
resides  in  A'^irginia;  .1 . AV.,  our  subject ; Eliza, 
wife  of  B.  Bolden,  also  td'  AGi'giida;  Lucy, 
wife  of  John  Swartz;  Sally,  who  <lied  in  A'ir- 
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n I STORY  Oh'  TEXAS. 


•finiii,  at-  tli(^  n<:c*  of  (.‘iglitcfii  ycai's;  Kolicrt  I^. 
caiiu*  to  Willianipoii  c’oiint\'.  Texas,  in  TS^^O; 
Fanny  J!..  wife  of  .lolin  Si'ott.  wlio  eanie  to 
Texas  in  1872,  and  in  1877  i-etnnied  to  Vir- 
ginia for  liis  wife;  and  Klla,  wife  of  John 
Adams,  who  came  to  this  State  in  1883,  and 
now  resides  in  d’yler. 

J.  W.  Fndasill  I'einained  witli  Ids  parents 
until  the  (,ij)enino  of  tlio  late  wai',  wlum,  in 
1S()1,  lie  enlisted  in  Comjiany  M.  Sixth  Vii'- 
oiida  Cavalry,  under  General  li.  K.  Lee.  lie 
participated  in  all  the  engairenients  until  in 
the  following  May,  when  lie  was  wounded  at 
Front  lioyal,  thirty-six  men  having  entered 
the  chai'ge.  and  only  six  were  left  mounted. 
After  his  recovery,  ten  months  lately  Mr. 
liiidasill  again  entei’ed  active  service,  but  was 
wounded  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  from  which  he  was 
disabled  four  months.  One  week  before  the 
surrender,  between  Apjiomattox  and  Rich- 
mond, he  was  again  wounded,  arriving  home 
the  day  of  the  surrender.  In  the  fall  of  1805 
he  was  paroled.  During  his  service  Mr. 
Rndasill  had  three  horses  shot  while  under 
him.  After  his  recovery  he  assisted  his 
father  at  home  until  1872,  and  in  that  year 
located  near  where  he  now  lives  in  'William- 
son county,  Texas.  (_)n  arriving  in  this 
locality  he  first  found  emjiloynient  as  a farm 
hand,  the  second  year  farmed  on  rented  land, 
and  the  following  year  purchased  100  acres 
of  his  present  farm.  He  has  since  added  100 
acres  to  his  original  juirchase,  and  170  acres 
of  his  place  is  under  a tine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, a part  of  which  he  rents.  Mr.  Rndasill 
is  eno-aijed  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  is  giving  special  attention  to  the 
raising  of  hogs,  of  the  llerkshire  stock. 

In  1881  our  subject  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  VifOnia,  and  while  there  was  mar- 
ri(*(l  to  Miss  Della  11.  Swindhu',  who  was 
horn  in  that  State,  April  0,  180T,  a daughter 


^ of  Major  A.  A.  and  Mary  (llami'ick) 
Swindler,  natix'es  also  of  Virginia.  Mrs. 
Rndasill  has  otu‘  brother  in  lexas.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rndasill  have  three  children:  Phillip 
i A.,  horn  Dta'cmher  1,  1881;  Pearl,  January 
j 1),  188(!;  and  Clyde.  December  1-7.  18''8. 
Politically,  our  subject  is  a stanch  Dtmmcrat; 
socdally,  atlillates  with  the  Masonic  fraternity; 
and  religiously  is  a member  of  the  lhi[itist 
Church. 


f)N.  'WL  'W.  OXSHEFR. — An  impor- 
tance attaches  to  the  life,  and  interest 
to  the  j)ersonality,  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  not  met  with  in  the  per- 
sonal history  of  any  other  man  ol’  Milam 
county.  This  importance  and  interest  grow 
partly  out  of  the  individuality  of  the  man 
and  are  the  results  partly  of  environment. 
As  the  oldest  settler  now  living  in  the  county, 
as  one  who  has  I)cen  most  prominentlv  iden- 
tified with  its  history  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  as  a gentleman  of  intelligence  and  one 
who  has  enjoyed  exceptional  oppoidunites  for 
observation,  a biography  of  him  with  some 
reminiscences  of  early  times  will  probal)ly 
fonn  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  con- 
trihution  of  a personal  and  local  nature  that 
appears  in  this  volume  relative  to  Milam 
county. 

AV’^.  AV.  (fxsheer  was  horn  in  Fledsoe  county, 
Tennessee.  Alarch  3.  1815,  and  is  a sou  of 


j Samuel  and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Cxsheer.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Virginia,  horn  in 
1778,  and  the  mother  a native  of  AMrth 
Cai'olina,  horn  in  1780.  The  parent?  moved 
to  Tennessee  about  1812  and  settled  in  Pled- 
: soe  countv.  whei-e  the  father  died  in  1837 
mid  the  mother  in  1850.  They  left  a family 
i of  twelve  children:  AVilliam  AVilson  ( i.x.'heer 
i was  the  eighth  in  age,  being  the  third  son. 
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lie  was  reared  in  his  native  conntv,  |.assin<^ 
his  hoylioud  and  youth  on  his  father’s  farm, 
lie  left  there  in  183(J,  heinir  then  in  his 
twenty-first  yeaiy  and  went  to  Alabama, 
where  he  toidc  ii[)  his  I’csidenee  with  his 
maternal  uncle,  William  If.  Wilson.  Jle 
made  his  home  in  the  family  of  this  uncle 
for  some  yeai'S,  in  fact  until  his  removal  to 
Te.x  as  and  his  marriage  here  at  a later  date. 

Mr.  O.xsheer  fii’st  set  foot  on  Texas  soil  in 
January,  1837,  coming  on  a prospecting  tour 
that  year  and  remaining  aljout  six  weelcs, 
when  he  returned  to  Alalmma.  lie  came  to 
make  this  his  home  in  December,  1830,  being 
one  of  a party  composed  mostly  of  relatives 
of  his  uncle,  William  B.  Wilson,  and  his  ser- 
vants. This  party  settled  near  old  AVheelock 
in  Robertson  county,  whicli  was  then  tiie 
first  halting  place  of  most  of  those  intending 
to  make  central  Texas  their  home.  From 
there  he  came,  in  the  spring  of  1842,  to  what 
is  now  Milam  county.  IJis  recollection  of 
the  country  at  that  date  and  of  early  events 
and  early  settlers  as  wmll  as  his  own  personal 
record,  is  best  given  in  the  narrative  in  which 
he  related  it  to  the  writer. 

As  I was  induced  to  come  to  Texas  to 
live  by  the  impression  made  on  me  during 
my  visit  in  1837,  a i-eference  to  that  impres- 
sion is  proper  at  the  outset  of  what  1 have 
to  say.  Texas  then,  according  to  my  recol- 
lection of  it,  w'as  as  near  an  earthly  paradise 
for  a manof  sim])le  tastes  and  fond  of  nature 
as  1 have  ever  saw'  or  have  since  read  of. 
To  the  eye  it  [)resented  the  appearance  of 
a vast  stretch  of  undulating  countiy,  threaded 
at  intervals  by  clear  streams  of  running  water 
and  divided  almost  e(|ually  between  timber 
land  and  pi'airie.  All  kinds  of  game,  such 
as  biilfalo,  deer,  antelope,  beai',  wild  hogs 
and  turkey  were  here  in  abundance,  w hlh' 
the  climate,  banuiig  the  occasional  heavy 


raiid’all  in  winter,  was  almost  ideally  p(‘rfect. 
d'o  use  a little  ihetoric,  none  too  stronoy 
however,  for  the  facts,  I would  say  it  was 
the  hunter’s  hotne,  the  pioneei-’s  |)ar:idise  and 
the  ])oet'.>  dream  of  bieath ing  b(aiuty.  Added 
to  this  was  the  [)romised  pleasui’e  of  associa- 
tion with  a class  of  peo])le  the  like  of  wdiom 
could  be  found  only  in  such  a country, — a 
people  who  were  a little  rude,  peihaps,  in 
ways,  but  honest,  brave,  candid,  steady  in 
pur])ose  and  steadfast  in  fiaendship,  genei'ons 
and  liospitable  to  a degree,  as  1 believe,  never 
witnessed  elsewvhere  in  the  world. 

“ It  was  in  such  a country  and  among  such 
people  that  I took  up  my  residence  in  w'hat 
is  now'  Milam  county  more  than  tifty  years 
ago.  For  the  first  few  months  after  comino' 

o r5 

here  1 lived  with  my  uncle,  AVilliam  B.  Wil- 
son, who  settled  on  the  homestead  now 
occupied  by  his  son,  AM.  S.  G.  AVilson,  about 
four  miles  southwest  of  Cameron  We  lo- 
cated in  the  w’oods  on  Little  river  and  the 
first  few  months  were  occupied  in  clearing  up 
some  land,  erecting  buildings,  making  a crop 
and  getting  things  in  readiness  to  move  out 
that  fall  the  family,  which  was  then  at 
Wheelock.  1 had  but  little  time  to  make 
excursions  over  the  country,  but  the  settlers 
were  so  few  that  we  knew'  one  another  for 
miles  and  considered  ourselves  acquainted 
on  first  meeting.  I remember  there  were 
several  families  livinn  near  w'here  Cameron 
now  stands,  mostly  in  the  river  bottom  and 
along  the  breaks  from  a mile  to  a mile  and  a 
half  east  of  the  present  site  of  the  town. 
These  w'ere  Daniel  Monroe,  Josiah  Tiirnham, 
Shapley  P.  Ross,  Giles  O.  Sullivan,  John 
and  AVilliam  Thomj)son  with  their  wi<lowed 
sister,  Airs.  Fi-azier;  Afat  Jones,  a Air.  Wor- 
tham and  an  eccentric  old  man  without  a 
family  calieil  ‘Dad  Anders.'  At  Xa>hville 
lived  AV'^.  D.  Thompson,  John  Beal,  Daniel 
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('iilliiis  and  C.  ( '.  liowlns,  and  at  Port  Sidli- 
van  lived  A.  \V.  Sullivan  and  donatlian 
Pool.  There  ina\'  ha\(!  been  ainjtlier  landly 
ortwoin  one  ot  tlu'se  settlements  oi' at  other 
points  in  the  county,  but  1 have  mentioned 
all  that  1 can  rememher  who  were  hei'e  when 
1 came  early  in  184:2.  Xot  long  altei’ward, 
however,  the  Mercer  brothers — Peter  and 
. I esse — and  a man  named  On’  settled  on  the 
Gabriel,  west  of  the  present  site  of  Cameron, 
where  Peter  Mercer,  Captain  Orrand  a negro 
servant  were  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1843. 

“Just  when  the  first  settlement  was  made 
in  the  county  and  by  whom  it  was  made  1 
never  knew;  but  1 know  that  settlements 
were  attempted  at  a very  early  date  even  as 
far  as  what  is  now  Pell  county,  a man  named 
Taylor  settling  in  the  valley  in  Pell  county 
since  named  for  him,  whose  widow  1 after- 
ward knew  and  who  told  me  her  husband 
was  killed  there  by  the  Indians.  W.  11. 
Walker,  afterward  county  judge  of  Milam 
county,  told  me  that  he  had  located  on  a 
claim  on  Walker’s  branch  in  1835,  where 
he  had  had  a fight  with  the  Indians  and  was 
run  out.  About  1844-’45  settlers  began  to 
come  in  very  rapidly,  and  the  country  soon 
came  to  be  what  we  considered  in  those  days 
as  pretty  thickly  populated.  Milam  county 
then  embraced  a considerably  larger  tenitory 
than  now,  the  seat  of  justice  fur  which  was 
located  at  Caldwell,  where  most  of  the  pub- 
lic business  was  done.  Pefore  that,  however, 
old  Nashville  was  the  seat  of  justice,  as  it 
was  the  princij)al  trading  point,  and  to  that 
place  we  generally  went  on  public  business 
and  to  make  our  pm-chases.  Old  Nashville 
was  then  a point  of  some  conse(juence.  1 
remember  being  thei'e  as  early  as  July.  1840. 
and  it  was  thm-e  tliat  1 tirst  met  some  men 
who  afterward  became  well  known  in  euiinec- 
tion  with  the  history  of  this  [lart  of  the 


State,  and  a few  who  achieved  nnjre  than  a 

local  reputation.  1 have  in  mind  now  one 

especially  whom  1 i-emendier  siteing  t here  at 

a hor.-^e- I'ace  which  1 atten<U‘dou  the  4th  of 

.Inly.  1S40.  lie  was  then  a boy  and  a I'idcr 

I in  one  of  tiie  I'ai-es,  which  1 thiid':  he  won, 

j this  being  the  subse(pieiitly  famous  Indian 

lighter  and  late  distinguished  Governor  ‘Sul’ 
c>  o 

liuss. 

I ‘'The  hi'ct  court  1 ever  attended  for  this 
I county  was  held  at  Nashville,  and  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Judge  John  T.  Mills.  My 
' laic.ollection  is  that  the  court  was  a vei-y  in- 
[ formal,  and  1 may  add  unimportant,  affair; 
for  the  })eople  then  seldom  had  to  appeal  to 
the  law  for  aid,  those  who  were  here  being 
in  the  main  law-abidino’  or  able  in  e.xtreme 
cases  toredi'ess  theii-  own  grievances. 

; “ Pyactof  the  Legislatureof  1840  Purleson 

I county  was  created  and  Milam  county  was  cut 
down  to  its  present  area,  the  county  seat  of 
which  was  ti.xed  at  Cameron,  then  a sandy  spot 
among  the  scrub  oaks.  I happened  to  be 
one  of  those  honored  with  office  at  the  first 
election  and  I therefore  retain  a very  good 
recollection  of  the  early  incidents  attending 
the  launching  of  the  new  government,  as 
well  as  a pretty  good  idea  of  its  personnel. 
The  county  seat  was  located  by  three  com- 
missioners, Israel  Standifer,  Josiah  Turn- 
ham  and,  I think,  Daniel  Monroe,  appointed 
for  that  purpose.  I am  not  able  to  give  the 
exact  date  on  w hich  they  rendered  their  de- 
cision, but  it  must  have  been  early  in  1846, 

: for  in  June  of  that  year,  I rememher,  the 
I town  was  laid  off  by  A.  W.  Sullivan,  Pen- 
jamin  Pryant,  John  Hobson  and  Daniel 
I Monroe. 

I "The  first  huildiug  erected  was  a coui't- 
I housic  If  I were  an  expc'rt  draught^^man  1 
bCiew  1 could  draw  an  exact  picture  of 
i Milam  county's  fir^t  temple  of  justice,  for  I 
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rvtain  a very  (li.stiiic.l  recol lection  of  it.  It 
was  a nnle  sfinctni'e  of  small  dimensions, 
but  abundantly  largo  enoiio;h  and  .snflieiently 
ornate  for  tin*  plain  pe0])le  who  used  it.  It 
wa.s  tldrt\-  feet  east  and  west  by  twenty  feet 
north  and  south,  about  nine  feet  high  to  the 
eaves,  built  of  upright  studding  mortised 
into  sills  and  plates,  weathei’-boai-dcd  on  the 
outside,  doored  with  plank  cut  tnit  by  hand 
with  a whipsaw,  and  covered  with  boai'ds 
rived  and  shaved.  There  was  a door  on  tlie 
nortli  side  and  one  on  the  south  side  and  a 
window  in  each  end.  On  the  south  side  two 
shed  rooms  about  ten  feet  square  were  added 
wliieh  were  used  as  clerks’  offices,  there  being 
a passage  way  between  leading  to  the  court- 
1‘oom.  Jacob  Gross  and  AViley  Jones  took 
the  contract  and  erected  the  building. 

“ The  secoml  house  built  in  the  new  town 
was  put  up  by  C.  M.  Hubby — a hewed-log 
affair — which  was  0])ened  as  a mei'cantile 
establishment,  the  principal  article  of  mer- 
chandise sold  being  whisky.  This  building 
stood  near  the  ])resent  site  of  Davis’  livery 
stable  on  the  east  side  of  the  square,  and 
and  was  thus  sufficiently  near  the  court- 
house for  all  practical  purposes.  A little 
later  on  George  E.  Eurney  and  John  Elair 
put  up  a tavern  near  where  the  jail  now 
stands.  The  style  of  architecture  was  changed 
a little  in  this  building  from  what  had 
been  observed  in  the  erection  of  the  court- 
house and  grog-sliop.  Instead  of  making  it 
of  studding,  weather- boarded  on  the  outside, 
the  owners  simply  drove  ‘stubs’  in  the  ground 
sutiiciently  far  to  make  them  steady,  then  put 
on  a few  cross  pieces  and  weather-boarded 
the  whole.  Aly  I'ecollection  Is  that  this 
made  a unw  .'ubstantial  structure.  1 know 
that  if  the  guests  mer  ‘kicked’  they  nevei' 
succceiled  in  kicking  it  down.  (Uhi‘r  build- 
ings— some  re.'idences  and  some  Im.-iness 


houses  - followed  them  shoi'tlv  .afterward  and 
the  town  .‘^omi  began  to  put  on  the  -airs'  of  a 
reguh-u’  bii'iness  center.  I’erha[i'  I should 
mention  that  among  the  (-.-irly  buildings  was 
a double  \valh‘d  log  jail,  the  interior  ()f  which 
was  reached  by  a ti'ap  do(U'  fi'om  the  top  and 
which  was  su[)p(jsed  to  be,  and  I believe  was, 
• bondi-pi'oof’  against  assaults  from  without 
;ind  within. 

‘•The  first  election  in  the  county  was  held 
in  August.  1S46,  and  the  officer.s  who  were 
selected  to  serve  the  people  at  the  time  were; 
Isaac  Standifer,  Chief  Justice;  John  Mcken- 
nan,  Sheriff;  F.  T.  Dulfau.  County  Clerk ; 
and  my.self  District  Clerk.  The  first  term 
of  tlie  district  court  was  hehl  in  Xovember 
of  the  same  year  and  was  presi'led  over  by 
that  \ersatile.  eccentric  and  truly  noble- 
hearted  man,  E.  E.  E.  Baylor,  Judge  and 
pi'eacher.  I do  not  doubt  that  a faithful 
pen  pjicture  of  that  term  of  the  district  court, 
with  some  side-lights  on  incidents  and 
men  j)resent,  would  be  I'ead  with  inter- 
est and  would  indeed  be  a valuable  souve- 
nir for  the  descendants  of  the  old  settlers. 
I wish  1 could  draw  such  a jiicture,  but  my 
literary  accomplishments  are  not  equal  to  the 
task,  and  1 shall  not  attempt  e\en  an  oral 
description.  I may  mention,  however,  that 
among  the  lawyers  who  attended  that  sittino- 
of  the  court  were  J.  D.  Giddings.  afterward 
well  known  in  State  history  and  p>litics; 
William  II  AVhite,  who  later  became  a resi- 
dent of  this  county  and  was  a very  good 
lawyer  as  well  as  a good  citizen;  A.  M. 
Lewis,  of  Bi-enham,  and  James  Norris  of 
Caldwell,  both  of  whom  became  regular  prac- 
titioners at  the  Milam  eountv  bar;  and 
another,  who  was  indeed  a charactei-.  ,Iohn 
d’aylor  by  name,  a man  who  pos^i-ssed  a sound 
knowlcdoe  of  the  law,  was  an  intere>tino’ 

O 

conversationalist  and  one  who  miirht  have 
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lc“lt  a la.'tiiiif  im|ii'iiit  upon  the  lii."toi'y  ol  liis 
(•.oiinty  and  State  lun!  not  lii.'  sloth,  neoli- 
o'enec'  or  ‘crankiness'  made  of  liiin  one  tlu^ 
filthiest  mortals  that  ever  attempted  to  adorn 
;in  honorahle  prc>f  essi<ui.  year  or  so  latei’ 
two  other  lawyer.-'  who  afterwai'<l  made  their 
mark  in  tlndr  profession  heoan  to  make  this 
poiyit  in  their  circuit,  tiiese  being  dames  and 
Asa  M.  Willey,  the  latter  District  Attorney 
of  this  district  at  a later  day  and  on  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  (lonrtof  the  State.  1 
!ndd  the  office  of  Distinct  Chn'k  toi'  si.x  years. 
During  that  time  there  was  not  a great  deal 
of  legal  business  transacted  at  Cameron,  noi' 
indeed  mncii  oeneral  business. 

O 

For  several  yeai's  after  the  town  was  laid 
out  and  established  as  the  county  seat,  Fort 
Sullivan  and  A'ashville  were  its  successful 
rivals  in  trade,  some  people  of  the  county 
ooimr  also  to  Wheelock  and  Caldwedl.  The 
buying  of  an  article  of  wearing  apparel  or 
a f)iece  of  furniture  or  a lot  of  groceries  in 
more  than  dollar  iptantities  was  such  a rare 
event  with  the  [leople  then  that  they  could 
affonl  to  go  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  make 
selections  and  otg  (rood  bar>rains.  The  chief 
employment  of  the  people  was  stock-raising, 
and  farmin<r  on  small  scale.  For  the  first 
few  years  after  I settled  here  immigration 
into  the  county  was  so  heavy  that  we  sold 
all  we  raised  in  the  way  of  gi'ain  to  settlers. 
A great  deal  of  corn  was  grown  and  some 
wheat  and  oats.  Cotton  did  tint  iieconu*  one 
of  the  ?taj)le  pi'i.sJ net-'  until  about  the  begiu- 
ning  of  the  war.  The  people  a>  a whole 
were  i ml ustriou.-'  and  sjlf-sust:iiiiiug,  and 
they  were,  with  a few  e.xcejition'.  moral  and 
lawodiidiug. 

••  Schoids.  of  (‘"iirse,  wm’e  not  plentiful, 
iior  wei’c  tho.-e  that  we  hail  what  they  ought 
to  ha\t‘  bi'cii,  but  we  had  not  then  conu'  to 
dinund  so  much  upon  books  as  now.  Tbe 


iiew.'paper  was  not  nmariled  in  thoM'days  as 
a household  necessity,  nor  had  the  electric  tele- 
grajdi  bi'ought  the  utiiKi.-t  parts  of  the  earth 
l(j  our  doors.  ^V  e wt‘i’t‘  somewhat  of  a ]>eo- 

plo  unto  ourselvie-',  m.it  ii.'cd  to  the  high  li\dno- 
and  high  thinking  of  these  times.  Our 
S[)iritual  needs  were  admiiiistei’ed  to  by  the 
itinerant  ministry,  supplemeuteil  by  neigh- 
borhood and  family  praver- meeti ngs.  We  had 
(jccasional  seasons  of  refreshiim  when  there 

O 

would  be  a general  upheaval  of  religious 
sentiment  and  a taking  of  bearings  upon  the 
jiai'ts  of  the  frivolous  and  unregenerate. 
Church  buildings  were  scarce  but  the  settlers’ 
houses  were  always  open  for  gatherings  of  a 
I'eligious  nature,  and  when  an  extraoi'dinary 
gathering  was  pi'omised  resort  was  not  iin- 
frecpiently  had  to  what  the  poet  has  called 
‘ Cod’s  first  temple.-',  the  spreading  trees.’  I 
attended  church  a number  of  times  in  the 
courthouse  at  Cameron,  and  pierhaps  shou Id 
mention  in  this  connection  those  able  and 
earnest  divines  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
the  [lioneer  organization  of  this  county,  the 
liev.  W.  C.  Lewis,  Pleasant  IM.  Yell  and 
dosiah  ^Yhipple,  all  of  whom  were  early 
workers  in  the  caii.-'C  of  Christianitiy  In 
Mi!  am  county.  I cannot  say  e.vactly  when 
they  began  their  labors  here,  but  it  was  early 
in  the  ’4Us.  The  i\rethodists  eifected  an 
organization  in  this  county  in  iS-fT,  and  the 
first  (piarterly  meeting  was  held  at  Cameron, 
tiiat  year,  Uev.  J.  W.  \Vhipple.  the  presid- 
ing elder,  beino  in  chai'  'e  >d'  it. 

“ [ have  spoken  of  the  early  settlement  of 
the  county  and  its  educational  and  religious 
intcu'ests  by  (dn.iice.  f have  been  in  politics 
some,  but  1 am  no  politician,  and  I leave  it 
to  others  to  give,  in  their  recollectiiuis,  the 
political  hi'tory  of  the  county  and  t^i^till 
others  to  ,^peak  of  it-  material  orewfh  and. 
re.'olireeS.’ 


k.h.  -i.i  I..H  yf, 

*'*'  •'» 

.r  U o.  I , <|„|r  .|J,  lM«l)-l,  :,„n* 

'*' *y  ! "M  • .-.  i,j  mK 

•C  ■;!.■■  ..y„,  .ithiOffl 

“"  ' 'tMrtl  *«1  jllffil 

.iiii,,,:,  m|,  i»i 

' "'«  ' I «U'l-  ' :m|  . . ' - 7/  ^14 

' • '"I. 

’ ' " ■ J ..•((. t,j  I.',  , »J  ltp<|'N| 

■ ' ' " I ' llrA^  I,.  , m’(>0  l»lil 

* *1.  .ii-m!'  iiflUf  I li 

’’  ' ' '•■  * .yiii  f 'lDr*  i|ii 

' ■ ' . <*.•  i..i  I . iltf  ^-|*,,i'/  («:•  >'{>•  *|o'‘{ '* 

^ ^ I ' II  ) >i  I (i:mI«  Idui^, 

'•  '■  p’-n  i^i:,..,Ui,'/.  iidm 

' •'  ' '■'  i»/i  t''i  .)f  nIoy(^ 

'**  ' ' ' » ' 01  -4 

■ , IP«>  VI  },t  'I'unft  „u  I., 

" ' 'I  ♦»  Ir  u’<i 'tf  s 

' '■  -"'i'>.«,.[,  -diPi.iti  l•wf4  9„,«u 

^ '*<'  ' ''mM  tl'iii'xj  <).I)  iliiw  luavi* 

' ' ' " " »»'•'•«  ••’>4  tO  fftMtlfl 

I.uo*^  |i|..,  «,(di  «ip»ir4jpLia}«M 
^ <1^  '-lit'  1i 

* ‘ ' ‘lll'M  l|/llf»»l  till  tllUl 

• tt-l..  .,  ,„1  J 

(il'i"  .»'  JI  .II  , WI  Ill,  ^,Vd  j 

’ '■j'-t*.  I 'ii.  M tu  *1,//  ,j,|(  ,(,  j|n 

'■  Pdn  .^  (,  •,  (<  (,,■(  )ii  yy 

-V  > « r , , - •.'  ^ 

' " ' "O  • 1.  Iij  fjUfr  f?  <i)|  5i> 

” -'»(l  Jfiitlt 

' ‘ H ' P A <Mtl  ii'diT# 

f f 

‘ ' l|l<'i;,|,M  , y ,]  „ ,j|(^  ,*1l*  ^iwit 

’.lulUilh  >0nl 

■'■'■  O'l  'IK  ftuV  ||,  .,,ji,  'HM  •• 

‘ 'tl'  I 'llf  i^tlM  I ii  ‘AM) 

*‘*'  ■•*••»'<*(/  <>V 

‘ *•  ■*•  '-Jk''  iii-<.|i/  ()mm(  (t9,fii4.^dii 


* I* ' *n  1 1 I . • If 

,,.l  ■■)  ., 

Ilia  «' 

■ • PP.|.  .(i, 

'•».  


r. : 


)• 


200 


HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


('oi.tinuiin’’  on  i\rr.  Oxslieei'’s  career  in  this 
county  for  the  purpose  of  coin j)!etinir  tlii> 
hioorapliy.  it  will  he  proper  to  say  that  in 
addition  to  havino  held  the  office  of  Jtistrict 
('lerk  of  the  eon  nty  for  six  years  as  related  hy 
him.  he  was  also  I)e[)nt.y  District  Surveyor 
of  Milam  hmd  district  fi’oin  1849  to  1852  in- 
clusive. and  has  represented  this  county  in 
the  State  Leei.^lature  three  sessions,  tlie 
fourteenth,  sixteenth  and  seventeenth.  As 
Snrwvor  he  has  located  tlionsands  of  acres  of 
land  in  tlie  counties  of  Milam,  Falls,  iMcLen- 
iian.  Bell,  Bospne  and  Corytdl,  and  was  at 
one  time  thoi’ouglily  familiar  with  the  status 
of  most  of  the  grants  and  claims  in  this  section 
of  the  State.  During  his  service  in  the 
Legislature  he  assisted  in  the  fourteenth  ses- 
sion in  getting  the  State  Government  in 
operation  after  the  removal  of  the  Federal 
authorities,  and  in  other  measures  which  at- 
tracted attention  and  were  of  moment  at  the 
time,  such  as  the  State’s  deal  with  the  Inter- 
national & Great  Xorthern  Hailroad,  tlte 
re  apportionment  of  the  State  into  legisla- 
tive and  sena'^orial  districts,  and  similar 
measures.  lie  has  always  taken  great  inter- 
est in  public  matters,  but  has  never  been  a 
seeker  alter  office,  havincr  consented  to  serve 
in  the  positions  he  has  held  solely  from  a 
sense  of  duty.  Ilis  business  is  farming,  to 
which  his  taste  mainly  leads  him.  He  owns 
about  2,000  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  east 
paid  of  the  county,  eight  or  ten  miles  from 
Camei’on,  a magnilicent  body  of  laml  ti’ont- 
ing  on  Little  river,  a considerable  poidion  of 
whiidi  is  in  cultivation  and  well  improved. 
On  this  place  he  has  lived  over  fifty  years, 
having  settled  there  rlannary  16.1x49. 

As  mentioned  at  the  opmiing  of  this  arti- 
cle, Mr.  < )\>hecr  was  a single  man  when 
hev'ametc)  Ti‘\as.  llci  married,  in  Bohortson 
county,  thi."  State,  December  1,  18  12.  Martha 


F.  Kirk,  a fhiughter 'jf  M'^illiam  A.  and  .\nn 
K.  Kii’k.  who  mo\ed  to  d'exas  from  Missis- 
sippi in  iS-fl,  being  originally  from  AV’^ill- 
iamson  county,  Tennessee,  where  Mrs. 

( )xshoer  was  born.  She,  like  her  husband, 
comes  of  pioneer  stock,  her  peojile  being 
early  settlers  of  Tennessee,  .Mississippi  and 
Texas.  Her  father  tlie'l  in  Kobertson  county, 
this  State,  in  1843,  and  her  motlier  in  Milam 
county,  in  1877. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  ()xsheer  have  had  born  to 
them  a family  of  eight  children,  only  three 
of  whom  are  now  livino-,  all  residents  of  this 
State:  Fountain  G.,  of  Colorado  City ; Viola 

M.,  wife  of  II.  F.  Smith  of  Cameron;  and 
j\fedora  M.,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Fletcher  of 
Dallas.  Their  children  having  married  and 
moved  away  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oxsheer  have  been 
left  to  occupy  the  old  homestead  alone.  This 
they  are  doing  in  comfort  and  ease,  and  the 
picture  which  their  home  life  jiresents  is  one 
of  peculiar  intei’est  and  significance,  and  this 
allusion  to  it  here  is  fully  justified  by  the 
lesson  it  teaches  regardless  of  its  appropri- 
ateness to  this  biography.  They  have  grown 
old  together  in  a most  affectionate  and  beauti- 
fill  way.  Their  union  has  served  to  vindi- 
cate the  law  of  affinities  and  to  present  a 
choice  example  of  domestic  harmony,  confi- 
dence and  devotion.  The  story  of  their 
wediled  life  is  a sermon  of  radiant  and  salu- 
tary meaning,  and  its  chief  lesson  is  that 
there  is  horiest,  steadfast  and  imperishable 
goodness  in  the  scheme  of  society.  The  cynic 
stands  silent  where  fireside  virtue  is  so  well 
declared;  the  infidel  encounters  here  a form 
of  religion  that  he  is  bound  to  respect.  There 
could  not  be  a,  more  impressive  picture  of  the 
better  side  ( d‘  human  nature.  December  1, 
1X92.  Mr.  and  Mrs  ( t.xsheer  cidebrated  theii' 
ci-olden  weddiim. 
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U(4LIST  SWENS(  )N , oiu‘ of  the  pnpii^ 
JJ  1\  lar,  j)i-oare^?i\(;  and  thrilty  laniiers  of 
\Villiaiii!?oii  coinitv,  was  lioni  ne;ii- 
Jaul<oy)inu;,  Sweden,  June  dO,  1835. 
Aeeonlino'  to  the  Swedisli  eustoni  hedt)es  not 
l)ear  tlie  name  of  Ids  father,  Swan  Nelson, 
wlio  was  honi  April  1,  1797.  .Mr.  Nelson 
was  a farinei'  hy  occupation,  and  also  canned 
on  a milling  husiness.  lie  married  Annika, 
a daughter  of  Nels  lAterson,  and  then'  were 
horn  to  them  six  children:  N.  J,.a  son,  took 
the  surname  AV'esthero-  he  is  a resident  of 
AVilliamson  county;  Alagdalcua  is  the  wife  of 
V.  M.  1 ’eterson  ; August  is  the  subject  of  this 
hiographical  notice;  P.  M.  is  a resident  of 
Sweden;  Anidsteno  is  the  wife  of  John  Peter- 
son, and  still  lives  in  Sweden.  August 
Swenson  secured  a thorough  education,  the 
lawful  heritage  of  every  native  of  his  coun- 
try. For  a uuml)er  of  years  he  followed 
farndng,  and  tinally  turned  his  attention  to 
cal)inet-making,  beitig  desirous  of  mastering 
a trade.  He  became  very  proficient  in  the 
use  of  tools,  but  money  came  slowly  to  him, 
and  he  was  anxious  to  make  more  than  a 
mere  living.  He  concluded  to  seek  a home 
in  the  New  World,  whei'e  he  ndoht  secui’o 
many  advantages  to  himself  and  family,  and 
with  this  in  view  embarked  at  (Tutteid)erg. 
sailing  by  way  of  Hull  and  Idverpool  for 
Xew  York;  thence  he  came  by  water  to  Gal- 
veston, and  on  to  Austin  by  the  usual  route, 
arriving  at  hi,>  destination  in  1808.  Ilis  first 
year  in  Amen'cn  was  spent  in  farming,  and 
the  two  years  following  in  carpentry;  lu*  w.as 
foreman  of  a lund)er-yai-d  in  Au.stin,  and 
afterward  held  the  same  position  in  a cabinet- 
shop  and  plaidng-mill.  He  was  not  disap- 
pointed in  his  hopes  of  laying  up  a little 
money,  and  in  1832  he  had  accumulated  a 
sutliidently  lai'ge  sum  to  invest  in  unim- 
proved farming  land.  This  pi-ovi-il  a most 


profitable  venture,  and  he  has  since  developed 
I one  of  the  most  desiiaible  farms  within  the 
borders  of  Williamson  county.  lie  owns -100 
acres,  250  aci’es  l)ein(>-  in  an  advanced  state 
: of  cultivation.  He  has  also  erected  a eom- 
I fortal)le  residence,  and  all  his  huildings  are 
i of  a most  suhstantial  chai'acter. 

I Mr.  iSwenson  was  married  in  1858,  to  Jo- 
I hanna  Peterson,  and  four  children  were  horn 
j to  them:  Matilda  is  the  widow  of  Air.  Peter- 
j son  and  resides  in  Austin;  Carl,  Annie  and 
Esther  are  at  home.  They  have  been  given 
exceptional  educational  advantages,  which 
have  been  well  improved.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


Hf  ON.  FELIX  E.  SMITH,  deceased, 
j whose  record  is  an  honor  to  his 
J country  and  a just  source  of  j)ride  to 
^ his  descendants,  was  born  in  Lincoln 
county,  Tennessee,  August  10,  1831.  He 
secured  an  inferior  education  in  the  common 
scliools  of  his  day,  but  by  close  application 
to  his  studies  fitted  himself  for  teaching. 

O 

This  profession  was  not  followed  through 
life,  liowever,  but  was  abandoned  for  agricul- 
ture, which  he  regarded  superior  to  all  other 
callings,  in  that  excellent  health  was  easily 
secured,  as  independent  living  was  certain, 
and  leisure  time  for  intellectual  pursuits 
could  be  enjoyed.  His  i-esidence  in  Texas 
began  in  1851,  when  he  located  with  his 
father  neai-  Plutf  Springs,  seven  miles  south 
<)f  Austin;  there  he  lived,  prospered,  reared 
a family,  and  died,  the  date  of  his  passing  in- 
to the  gi’eat  unknown  l>eing  Fehruary  5, 
1891. 

.\t  the  beginning  (d'  hostilities  between 
the  North  and  South  he  ih'clared  himself 
I'eady  to  do  and  dare  for  the  fair  Southland. 
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He  was  foininissioned  I'irst  Lii'iiteiiant  ot 
(dij)taiii  Cai'i’ino^ton’s  fom))anY,  oiul  servtal  in 
tlic'  t l ans- M ississippi  I )ep!trtmnut ; he  was 
later  transfei-red  to  tlu;  liio  (Ti'ande  coiiiitry, 
and  Ids  coni])any  drew  the  last  ration.-  issnetl 
hy  the  Conl'eilerate  oovermnent.  Before  the  ] 
war  he  was  elected  County  ConiinissioiKM-,  and 
freijuently  held  the  otliee  of  Jn-tiee  of  the 
Peace,  condnctino-  the  affairs  of  this  otliee 
with  entii'e  satisfaction  to  the  puhlie.  llis 
naiiK!  was  presented  as  a candiilate  for  the 
Foni-teenfh  (Tenoral  Asseitdily  of  the  Stat(!  of 
Texas,  to  which  he  was  elected.  Reco^idzin^ 
his  superior  ability  and  unusual  fitness  for 
the  luana^einent  of  public  business,  he  was 
returned  to  the  Sixteenth,  Eighteenth,  Xine- 
teenth  and  Twenty-first  Assemblies.  He  in- 
troduced the  bill  that  oavc  Texas  her  nia"- 

fT'  ~ 

idficent  capitol ; he  was  largely  instrnniental 
in  jiassing  the  hill  creating  an  endowment 
fund  for  the  State  University,  and  was  es- 
]a*cially  the  representative  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  State;  he  labored  zealously 
for  the  passage  of  the  laws  looking  to  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  fanners. 
Possessing  a wide  and  deep  sympathy  for  the 
sufferings  of  humanity  he  was  evei'y  ready  to 
lend  assistance  to  the  needy  and  distressed, 
and  his  charities  extended  to  all  classes.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  of  the 
cunnty,  and  owned  besides  his  homestead  of 
700  acres  lands  in  Travis  and  Hays  counties, 
aggregatiiig  2,000  acres.  He  was  a promi- 
nent Mason,  belonging  to  the  order  of  Knight 
Templars. 

He  retunuvl  to  Tennessee  in  1850,  and 
there  the  23d  day  of  OctoI)er  was  united  in 
marriage  to  IVfary  S.  Mann,  a daughtei'  of 
INfatthew  Pol)inson  ^lann.  Mr.  Mann  was  a 
native  of  V'^irginia.  and  was  left  an  orplian  in 
childhood,  his  mother  dying  when  he  was 
three  wi^eks  old,  and  his  father  iia-.-ino  awav  a 

I O t/ 


few  year.'  latei'.  lie  married  Elizabeth  Turner, 
;i  daughtei'  of  (lap tain  J ohn  Turner, of  the  war 
of  1SP2.  and  of  this  union  ten  children  were 
bill'll:  Newton,  Martha,  E.,  deceased,  was 

the  wife  of  lieiijaniin  Frame;  iSamira  Ann, 
decea-ed.  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Woods; 
.liidith  Eveline,  deceased,  married  .lolin  \V. 
Byler;  .John  Turner,  deceased;  Sarah,  died  in 
early  life;  Mary  S.,  born  April  18,  1S3S,  is 
the  wih'  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mat- 
thew P.  (lied  in  military  prison  at  Fort  Don- 
elson;  Susan,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Syler;  Ruth,  the  youngest,  married  Joe 
Syler. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  had  born  to  them  a 
family  of  twelve  children:  Elizabeth  Alma, 

horn  Auo-nst  20,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
F.  Roundtree  (deceased),  and  the  mothei'of  six 
children;  AVilliain  Stark,  born  October  7, 
1850,  resides  in  Los  Angeles,  California;  he 
married  Novella,  a daughtei'  of  Dr.  Stovall; 
Nancy,  born  iVpril  15,  1802,  is  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Thaxton  (see  sketch);  Matthew 
Mann  Smith  is  a graduate  of  the  State  Uni- 
versify  and  of  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  and  practices  in  Austin;  James 
N.,  a graduate  of  the  State  University,  is 
practicing  law  in  Austin;  John  Turner,  born 
March  2,  1870,  was  educated  as  a civil  engi- 
neer; Wade  Morris,  born  August  0,  1872,  is 
a student  at  the  State  University;  Mary 
Leonora,  born  December  31,  1874,  is  also  a 
student  at  the  State  University;  Felix  Ezelle 
was  born  October  31,  1870;  Lewis  and  Law- 
I'ence,  twins,  were  boi'u  November  24,  1878; 
laiwrence  died  at  birth,  and  Lewis  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Georgie  Ruth  was  born  March 
11,  1884. 

'I'lie  Rev.  (Villiam  S.  Smith,  fatlu'r  of  the 
lion.  Felix  F.  Smith,  was  born  in  ('aswell 
emiiity,  .North  Carolina,  in  1707,  the  youngest 
son  (if  (Villiam  and  Mary  Smith,  natives  of 
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A'iri,nni:i.  In  1S17  tlin  parents  removed  to 
Linouin  conntv,  d’ennessee,  where  the  t'atlier 
died  in  LSdO,  and  tlie  inotlier  in  1824-.  Dnr- 
in;,f  tlie  lievolntionary  strn^ole  every  member 
of  this  family  stood  in  defense  of  tlie  young 
country  a;j:ainst  lier  cruel  mother.  The  Kev. 
]\I r.  Smith  emiorated  to  Te.xas  in  1851.  lie 

O 

was  twice  married  : tirst,  to  tlie  beautiful  Miss 
IMildred  Rouiidti-ee,  who  died  witli  her  infant 
cliild  within  two  years  after  her  marriage; 
the  second  union  was  with  a sister  of  tlie  first 
wife,  Miss  Nancy  Roundtree,  a most  accoin- 
jilished  and  amiable  woman;  they  lived  in 
jieace  and  happiness  for  tifty  years,  and 
reared  a family  of  eight  children  : Lieutenant 
John  M.  Smith  died  in  the  Confederate  ser- 
vice in  Arkansas;  two  other  sons  are  planters 
in  Travis  county,  and  the  fourth  son  is  he 
whose  name  stands  at  the  beginning  of  this 
biographical  sketch;  the  four  daughters  are 
all  married  to  men  of  high  standing  in  their 
communities.  The  father  was  a well-known 
and  greatly  respected  man,  a most  efficient 
clergyman  of  the  Baptist  Church;  his  wife, 
an  exemplary  woman,  was  well  fitted  to  be 
the  companion  of  so  worthy  a man,  and  both 
lives  were  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  in 
that  they  were  devoted  to  aiding  their  fellow- 
men. 


V.  DOAK,  a prominent  physician  of 
Taylor,  was  born  in  Tallahatchie  coun- 
ty, Mississippi,  August  2,  1838,  a son 
of  John  M.  and  Mary  A.  (Rowe)  Doak, 
the  father  ot  Scotch-1  rish  descent,  and  the 
mother  a Virginian  by  birth,  of  English 
family.  The  father  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
and  the  name  is  still  pi’ominently  and  favur- 
ahly  known  in  that  State.  lie  came  to 
Wa.'-hiiigton  county,  Texa>,  with  his  family 
n 


2(;3 

[ in  lS4d,  and  in  185'J  hicatiMl  permanently  on 
what  was  then  known  as  String  I'rairie, 
Burleson  county,  now  laa^  county.  i\l r.  Doak 
and  James  Shaw-  were  the  most  prominent 
pioneiM's  of  that  section.  The  former  was  a 
sui-veyor  for  the  yVustin  colony,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  spirits;  platted  and 
staked  off  the  town  of  Lexinotou  in  1850, 
out  of  the  James  Shaw  headright,  and  pur- 
chased 0-10  acres  of  that  tract  adjoining  the 
town,  paying  $1  per  acre.  At  that  time, 
in  1840,  there  were  not  half  a dozen  families 
' on  Strino-  Ri-airie.  Mr.  Doak  continued  to 

O 

i live  there  until  his  death,  in  1800. 

! A.  V.  Doak,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
j attended  school  in  Lexington,  Texas,  until 
1857,  and  from  that  time  until  1800  pursued 
I his  studies  at  Lexington,  Mississijipi.  He 
I then  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Virginia.  At  the  opening  of 
the  late  war  IMr.  Doak  entered  the  C(  nfeder- 
j ate  army,  in  the  medical  department,  served 
I as  hosjiital  physician  and  surgeon  at  Char- 
lotteville  and  Danville,  Virginia,  w-as  then 
appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  and  during  the  last  year  of  the 
war  was  Senior  Surgeon  of  Gary’s  cavalry 
brigade.  He  w'as  surrendered  by  General 
Lee  at  Ajipomaftox  Court  House,  April  0, 
1805.  Ml'.  Doak  was  then  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at  his  boy- 
hood home,  Lexington,  Lee  county,  Texas, 
until  1879,  when  he  went  to  Taylor,  ^\’^illiam- 
son  county,  then  a small  town.  While  in 
that  ])lace  he  served  ten  years  as  local  surgeon 
I of  tlie  International  & Great  Northern  and 
the  Missouri,  Kansas  A Texas  Railroads,  his 
^ exjiei'ience  of  four  years  as  an  army  surgeon 
having  well  fitted  him  for  that  position. 

Dr.  Doak  graduated  at  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  Colh'ge,  of  New  York,  in  1S73, 
kttcmied  a special  coui'se  at  the  New  York 
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I'nlvdiiiic  in  18S;},  junl  uo-ain  in  lS8!j.  Since 
that  time  Im  !nm  liad  a lucrative  pi'actit-e  in 
Ta\lor  altlidimli  hi^  time  ami  attentinn  is 
mncli  <lra\vn  iijinii  in  other  mattiu's  of  !m>i- 
m^ss.  lie  is  Mayi.'i’  of  the  cit-\'  ol  Taylor, 
president  of  the  'I'ajloi'  Sti'eet  Uailway  Com- 
pany, and  a inemhcr  of  the  lirm  of  l)('ak- 
(Jano  Land  Aooncy.  Dr.  Doak  is  identified 
with  almost  eyery  enterprise  <d  a public 
nature'  in  d'aylor.  Tt  \yas  thront;h  his  enc'ri.'-y 
and  push  that  Taylor  has  a fre'e-sclmol  build- 
ing, wdiich  cost  !?45,fH)0,  was  for  a number 
of  years  jiresident  of  tlu^  Hoard  of  Schoed 
Ti’u.'-tees,  and  is  ri'garded  as  the  champion  of 
public  free-schooks  and  education  under  the 
gradeej-school  system.  lie  tiow  lives  to 
enjoy  the  pleasure  of  seeing  over  1,100 
children  attendincr  a nine-months  free  school 
in  the  year.  The  Doctor  is  also  interested  in 
the  West  kSide,  a beautiful  addition  to  Tay- 
lor, through  which  the  Tayoi'  Street  Railroad 
runs,  and  it  embraces  the  most  choice  resi- 
dence property  in  the.  city.  In  company 
wdth  J.  E.  Tucker,  Dr.  Doak  is  interested  in 
the  Commercial  Hotel,  a mao;nilieent  three- 
story  brick  building,  00  x 100  feet,  and  is 
recognized  by  the  traveling  j)iiblic  as  one  of 
the  most  commodious  and  comfortable  hotels 
in  the  State. 

December  0,  I860,  tlie  Doctor  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Charles  City  county,  Vir- 
i^inia,  with  Miss  Martha  Tabb  Fei'gnsou,  a 
daughter  of  .Vnstin  II.  Fergnsoii,  who  was 
for  foi’ty  years  professor  and  superintendent 
of  iS’orrhwood  Academy,  of  Chai-les  City 
county,  a noted  educational  institution  ot 
that  State.  Mi-s.  Doak  is  a faeorite  in  the 
social  circles  of  Taylor,  and  at  all  times  is  a 
ready  and  willing  worker  in  any  enterpi'ise  of 
a relioious  or  moi'al  nature.  She  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Executiye  Board  of  Lady 
^lanagers  for  the  Columbian  Exposition  of 


the  State  of  dk'xas.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  D(»ak 
have  had  ,'oveii  cidldi'eii;  Annie,  Fertniscjit, 
Fli/abi'!h.  \ onion.  Ldward,  \Tyi*th  ami 
Sloan.  Di',  D ad,  ami  family  ai’c  nu'iubers  (d' 
till'  Fpi.-eopal  ( hurch.  The  Doctor  is  also  a 
menilier  cd' the  A.  I''.  A A.  M.;  the  R.  A.  M., 
Solomon  Lodge,  No.  -IS-1;  the  Iv.  of  B., 
iVlamo  Lodge.  Xo.  53;  the  L.  of  II.  and  the 
Iv.  <d'  11.  lie  enjoys  the  confidence  and 
e^teem  of  hi-  community,  ami  is  an  oi’uament 
to  any  <'ountry  in  which  he  may  live. 


OIIX  SCOTT,  a pi'oininent  farmer  and 
stock-iai>er  of  Williamson  county,  was 
boi'u  in  Rappahannock,  Virginia,  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1849,  a son  of  John  and  Tabitha 
(Lockhart)  Scott,  natives  also  of  Virginia,  and 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  Scott  family 
settled  in  Virginia  in  an  early  day.  The 
father  of  our  subject  still  resides  in  that 
State,  aged  eighty-three  years,  and  his  wife 
died  in  1890.  They  were  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  years  of 
maturity,  namely : Tabitha,  wifeof  A. A.  Rink- 
ard;  William,  who  wuis  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war;  P^rances,  deceased  ; David,  also  a soldiei' 
in  the  late  war,  died  in  October,  18(31;  Ann, 
decea.sed;  Armstead,  who  was  a conscript 
otKcer  during  the  war;  Kate,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  A.  Holland;  Rachel,  wifeof  Will- 
iam K.  Rudasill,  of  Virginia;  ,Iohn,our  sub- 
ject; and  Lizzie,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
A.  Compton. 

John  Scott,  the  only  one  of  the  above  fam- 
ily to  ceine  to  Texas',  remained  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when, 
in  April,  1^72,  he  came  to  Williamson 
county,  this  St  iti*.  He  first  found  em|)loy- 
ment  as  a farm  hand,  and  in  1873  bought  a 
small  tract  id’  land,  to  which  he  has  since 
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added  until  he  now  owns;  580  aci'os.  llis  en 
tire  I'ann  is  fence<!,  240  acres  under  a good 
state  of  en  Iti  vatinn,  with  a (rood  i-esidence. 

O 

etc.  Since  1887  Mr.  Scott  has  been  engaged 
in  the  slieep  and  cattle  business,  starting  with 
150  head  of  shec|).  and  hassince  sold,  in  mut- 
ton and  wool,  to  the  amount  of  S2,300,  and 
has  a (rood  heial  left.  He  handles  a line  orade 
of  cattle.  His  home  is  located  within  live 
miles  of  both  Hartlett  and  Grander. 

In  Virginia,  in  February,  1877,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  j\Iiss  Fanny  B.  lin- 
dasill,  who  was  horn  in  that  State  December 
10,  1854,  a daughter  of  a Philip  Rndasill,  of 
German  descent,  and  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Virginia,  whei'e  ho  spent  his  entire 
life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  had  three 
children,  one  now  living,  Edd,  born  March 
22,  1884.  Mr.  Scott  is  independent  in  his 
political  views,  but  at  the  last  election  voted 
with  the  People's  party. 


f . 

■ > 


J.  DURANT,  a farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  Williamson  county,  was  born  in  Ala- 
bama, March  14,  1811,  son  of  Latch- 
ley  and  Mary  (Hall)  Durant,  the 
former  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the 
latter  of  Florida.  His  mother  survived  the 
massacreof  St.  John’s,  Florida.  The  father  was 
a Captain  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a prominent 
slave-owner,  and  his  death  occni-red  at  Pensa- 
cola, Florida,  in  1853.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  an  early  settler  of 
Florida,  and  lived  near  St.  Jcjhn  at  (he  time 
of  the  massacre,  but  was  engaged  as  a scout 
during  that  time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Latchley 
Durant  were  the  paients  of  seven  children, 
viz.;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Samuel  Adams;  Mar- 
tin. who  never  came  to  this  State;  A.  d.,  our 


; subject;  William:  Arelia,  who  married  .1 . 

Kno.x  ; Constantine,  of  Alabama;  and  Charles. 
A.  .1.,  Chanstantiiu^  and  Charles  are  the  "uly 
ones  now  living. 

A.  ,1.  Durant  remained  with  his  jiarents 
until  thirty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
farming  for  himself.  In  184(1  he  removed 
to  Mississippi,  one  year  later  went  to  Louisi- 
ana, and  in  1853  came  to  Williamson  county, 
Te.xas,  having  brought  a nnml)er  of  slaves 
with  him.  He  located  on  Donahue  ci'cek, 
purchased  and  improved  two  small  tiaicts  of 
land,  ami  after  the  close  of  the  war  bought 
his  present  farm  of  1,(100  acres.  He  has  also 
triven  laud  to  each  of  his  children.  Mi’.  Du- 
rant  has  COO  acres  of  his  farm  under  a tine 
state  of  cultivation.  In  18C4  he  entered  the 
Confederate  army,  served  principally  on  Gal- 
veston island,  under  Colonel  Sam  Eisley  and 
Captain  Berry,  and  in  the  following  spring 
received  a furlomdi  and  retui’iied  home,  with 
the  understanding  that  he  was  to  return  to 
the  war  if  needed.  Since  the  close  of  the 
struggle  he  has  been  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  in  which  he  has 
been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Durant  was  married  in  1840,  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  McNeill,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Margaret  (Jones)  McNeill,  natives  of  Georgia, 
and  of  Irish  descent.  The  parents  afterward 
moved  to  Mississippi,  where  both  died.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Durant  have  had  inne  children, 
namely:  Lehellar,  who  married  Samuel  Mc- 
^ Lanohlin,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Sarah 
J.,  wife  of  Thomas  Jones,  a farmer  of  Bell 
j county,  Te.xas;  Otho,  engaged  in  the  stock 
business  at  Abilene,  Taylor  county;  Arillia, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  C.  Williams;  Shelby, 
a farmer  of  Williamson  county;  A.  .1.,  also  a 
farmer  of  this  county;  Randolph,  engaged  in 
the  ftoek  business  at  .Vbileiu^;  Mildi’ed,  wife 
of  1.1.  M.  .Minton,  a stock-raiser  of  Indian 'I'c'r- 
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In  AuiriiKt,  18f)l,  lie  (‘iilistc(l  in  Conijiuiiy 


I'itory;  ami  Xancy  A.,  wife  of  II.  Ilartlett,  a 
fanner  of  Willianieon  eonnty.  Mr.  ami  Mrs. 
Diiraiit  have  twenty-live  ^ramlcliildroii.  Our 
sulijeet  takes  an  aetive  [lart  in  jinlilic  affairs, 
votes  with  the  Ifemocratic  party,  ami  botli  he 
ami  his  wile  are  mem  hers  of  the  Methodist 
Chnrcdi. 

W\  I).  MILLER,  one  of  the  most  ]iro- 
oressive  and  intelligent  farmers  of 
^ — ■ Tra\  is  county,  resides  near  St.  Elmo. 
At  the  close  tif  the  late  war  he  came  out  of 
the  Clonfederate  service  and  joined  his  family, 
refntrees  fi'om  Mis.souri  to  one  of  the  eastern 
counties  of  the  Lone  Star  State.  He  resided 
in  Newton  county,  Missouri,  hefore  tlie  war, 
and  had  heen  enoaoed  in  fanniiiir,  Inmheriim 
and  the  handling  of  live-stock.  II is  father, 
llezekiah  Miller,  was  a farmer  hy  occupation, 
though  in  early  life  he  had  worked  at  cahinet 
making;  he  was  horn  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 
in  the  year  180U,  and  was  a son  of  John 
Miller,  a native  of  Eiifrland;  the  latter  had 
emigrated  to  America  and  had  assisted  in 
fighting  the  battles  of  the  war  that  ended  in 
the  coni])lete  independence  of  the  United 
States.  About  th.e  year  1820  Ile/.ekiah  Miller 
left  the  State  of  his  birth  and  removed  to 
Kentucky;  there  he  was  married,  in  (Jnmber- 
land  county,  and  it  was  here  our  subject  was 
born  January  13,  1831.  Ten  years  later  Mr. 
Miller  removed  his  family  to  Randol])h 
county,  Missouri,  wiiere  his  son,  W.  11., 
received  his  education  and  t>rew  to  manhood. 
Upon  attaining  his  majority  he  went  from 
home  to  work  for  wages;  but  this  sort  of 
occupation  was  not  in  harmony  with  his 
independent  nature;  so  he  undertook  the 
managcmient  of  a fann  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility; this  proved  ;i  .--at isfaetory  venture.  I 


(L  Eio'hth  Missonid  Volunteer  Infantry, 
under  Colonel  Mitchell;  he  pari ici pated  in 
the  Rleasant  Hill  and  denkins’  h'erry  en- 
gagements, and  was  in  many  skirmishes.  At 
the  close  of  hostilities  he  was  paroled  at 
Shrevepoi’t,  Louisiana,  and  a few  weeks  later 
joined  his  family  at  I )ouglasville ; shoitly 
afterward  ho  located  on  laud  in  Travis  (;ounty. 
He  found  his  financial  |•esources  much 
crijipled,  but  this  .serious  condition  of  atfairs 
did  not  depre.s.s  him.  He  engaged  at  once 
in  the  raisino  of  cotton  and  corn,  and  was 
Soon  oetting  ahead  of  the  world.  Five  years 

r->  1/ 

later  he  and  his  wife  were  driving  on  the 
road  south  of  Austin,  when  Mrs.  Miller 
remarked,  “1  wish  we  were  able  to  buy  that 
farm  over  there.’’  The  ‘■•wish  was  father  to 
the  deed,”  as  she  indicated  the  place  tliey 
now  own.  They  have  since  added  to  the 
original  purchase,  and  now  have  502  acres; 
310  acres  are  umler  cultivation  and  yiehl 
abundant  harvests. 

Politically  Mr.  Miller  is  a Democrat  of  no 
uncertain  type. 

The  ])aternal  gi-andfather  of  Mr.  Miller 
married  a Miss  Ellington,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  eleven  daughters  and  two  sons,  one 
of  whom  was  Hezekiali  Miller;  he  was  twice 
married,  the  children  of  the  first  union  l)eing: 
John  1).;  W.  D.;  J.  C.;  Elizabeth,  deceased; 
Mary,  deceased,  wife  of  Qnilla  Wallace;  and 
Kittie;  the  mother  died  in  IS-tS;  there  was 
one  child  of  the  second  marriage.  Major 
Millei-,  of  Missouri. 

W.  D.  Miller  was  manned  Decemlier  20, 
1854,  at  Millei-sl)ui-g,  Calloway  county,  .Mis- 
soiii'i,  to  Nancy  Xoi'thcutt,  a daughter  of 
Eli  and  Ellen  (Ellis)  Xorthcntt.  who  liad  ten 
cliildrcn:  -I.  K.,  decmised ; W . 11.,  iJeceased; 
T.  D.;  11.  Clay;  Mary,  dames  McClintock; 
Nancy;  Elizabeth  C.;  (ieoi-ge;  and  Willis, 


* ■ 

- . I .j  *f. 

(.  V.  , 

t t • *.«/'•  * 


M * 


I 


,'l-  \ 

(.1/ 
.*!« 
• u 

I 


tc  V.«n.1 

v.t*  ' 

n»  *4  *'«i|  1 ' ' ‘V 

„M-1  

, . -<th  *ui  •"'*  •1*1  \mik 

it'niMlu 


;..i‘*j,i^  *1 

,r.  4 •> 

I .,|l  * ''  ' !(»•'  'll  • 

! «<ti  **ol  t • 

II  )r»  * * :>**} 

■ . . ..| 


" t'U 


M > • i 
It* 

.’I  - 

j , •*  *t  ' •<> 

|„ili,  ■• 

• '*• 


, , .'.‘ii‘  ' I 

, .1.  • I 

lit  1H  ">  'I' 


- » I • 

. J 1 


. / < ' I U-  t_*  ^ 

» 1$  I i 

,,  .,(  ,•.  •‘lif*’^  (MU 

Ill  t 1|I.J.'«i  l^i 

; .,  . l.i^l.i  • ■)»  ‘ 

-I.'  ,1  l*il  y hUMi.  .u.Kr.W  *U 

I ,1.  >..ii ' u * •"  

...  . '.  .tMiiu.'i  i'l  * 1*.  )ili  b.n 


*,  mmI  1 

,(|.n  III]  : ' •' 

; ' V 
» a ■ • • 

1 ,..,1/  ' ..  '• 

* 1. 1 1 i*  <.h 

lit.-  yii  i •'< 

‘I  ■ 

1,  li'  1.  *^iJ  I'l 

vn»i 

‘ 

•j,  '.•  .1 

t iit.,1.  ( 

' * 1 1 

'.i(,i (i>  J ‘•♦I/. 

I 

..•(/•/  '«•'/<• 

i ' . .O  ' U > 1 ' 

1,1  IftT'llllV 

1 l>  \ll' ll 

mui.iUl’  ' • 1 

■ ,l‘  'l  I '-  '' 

1 .Ill'll 

^ .'1(4 

U iu.a!  . 

1'  .^.i.;i 

1 ,1't  If'  1 

ii  ii 

1 

ij,  ' ' // 

|i<i,  n''* 1 

Ml,  * 

„ .ii  'ii  < 

f 1 » 

,,•  "■  -‘ 

’ 

.1,  ' ■ 

J ' ’ 

■«!■  ,U»i’* 

i\  tti 


, « Av*-  1-I  *-.  •*  '»lr 

.a»  1 i.no'i  l J*‘  <*  ,T»TlilA 

(K.ii  Ni*.  f>nii«i/'.  •' 

I 1^  ')  '.ii< 


^ ,,  ii.l  u,  «|.l«  uilJ  T^oi 

u,i  .tiiiUJnyil 

„K*  *nMl  «..v*  r ' *«•  Uifit 

i.T  Itf*  I ••.l;li- 

■ J jf , ,1.'  ! . ■'  • ' ‘ti*'''' 

. -tU 


' I I 


iiiit^.  ,-i  1, V* 


, ,<M.I  ;»'K'  ■'  w'H 

i.  -„  I . 

-.1  . 

»iill 


lA. 


..... 


lIISTUlty  OF  7’A’AM,S. 


riii^’^ton’e  ctiiiipany  and  Coloiud  l^’oi'd’s  regi- 
ment. lie  pai-ticn pated  in  several  skir- 
inislie,'<  on  the  IJio  Grande  river,  and  his  en- 
fTaifenients  were  alnu.)st  entirely  contined  to 
the  Texas  department.  When  at  last  j)eaee 
was  deelared,  he  was  at  home  on  a furlough, 
lie  has  bec'ii  one  of  the  leading  splints  in  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  this  State, 
and  is  nmnhered  among  the  most  progressive 
agriculturists  of  this  section. 

TW.  M()OKE. — Among  the  original 
pioneers  who  became  well  known  in 
this  territory,  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
- ]t‘ct,  T.  A.  Moore.  It  is  concluded  from 
the  best  authority  that  he  came  to  Texas  about 
1821.  lie  was  born  in  Tennessee,  January 
10,  1808,  a son  of  Nathaniel  Moore,  who 
was  born  March  13,  1780,  and  was  united 
in  marriage,  July  2,  1801,  with  Rebecca 
Adams.  She  was  born  May  12,  1788,  and 
became  the  mother  of  the  following  named 
children;  JSancy,  born  October  16,  1802; 
Sarah,  born  November  1,  1801;  Diana,  born 
November  28,  1805;  T.  A.,  the  father  of 
T.  IV.,  whose  name  lieads  this  notice;  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  12,  1810;  and  Nathaniel, 
born  December  21,  1812. 

Upon  coming  to  this  new  and  thinly  .settled 
country,  T.  A.  Moore  located  in  southern 
Texas,  on  Cana  liver,  where  he  resided  about 
twelve  years.  The  settlers  were  frecpiently 
attacked  by  the  Indians,  and  were  often 
forced  to  iiee  from  the  dreaded  tomahawk. 
They  jirovided  themselves  with  a simply 
constructed  two-wheeled  cai’t  that  moved 
almost  noiscles.-'l V,  and  in  this  vehicle  made  ' 
tludr  e.-'ca]>e  from  the  ferocious  re<l  man.  , 
When  he  came  to  I’lavis  county,  Mr.  .Moore  \ 


foiiml  the  conditions  the  ^ame  with  regani 
t(v  the  Indians;  Im  was  e\er  on  the  alert  hu' 
the  trciichei-uus  savages,  and  was  ever  ready 
to  join  expeilitions  against  them,  on  which 
he  had  the  most  thrilling  ex |)erieiices.  lie 
accumulatial  a handsome  estate,  leaving  at 
his  dt'ath  se\'cral  thousands  of  aertis  in  ill- 
iamson  county  and  projierty  in  1 ravis  county. 
He  was  exceedingly  fond  of  fast  horses,  and 
kept  a number  of  valuable  animals.  In 
1819  he  won  a puivse  of  $2,000,  his  son, 
lloliert  J.,  beino;  the  rider. 

Returning  to  the  family  i-ecord:  Diana 

married  James  Gilliland,  deceased,  and  is 
now  a resident  of  Austin;  Nancy  married 
Zebulon  Edminson;  her  second  husband  was 
John  13.  Robinson,  and  her  third  marriage 
was  to  jMr.  Strono-.  T.  A.  Moore  married 
Mary  AVilliams,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  the  followino  children:  Robert  J.,  born 

September  23,  1833;  Rebecca  Ann,  August 
10,1835;  Nancy  E.,  Eebruary  23,  1838.  and 
married  Ezekiel  Warren;  Mary  L.,  July  2, 
1810,  is  the  wife  of  A.  11.  Meeks;  N.  J., 
born  in  1812,  married  Rebecca  Ilurleson; 
Thomas  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  November  10,  1811;  Sarah  Jane,  born 
November  21, 1815;  ]\[aggie  S.,  born  August 
26.  1851,  married  John  S.  Hill,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  who  died  January  12,  1871,  agetl 
twenty-nine  years. 

T.  AV.  Aloore  was  reai-ed  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer  on  the  sonthwestcni  frontier.  The 
schools  of  that  day  being  inferior,  he  gained 
only  an  oi’dinary  education;  but  as  expen'ence 
is  a thorough  teacher,  time  made  u{)  for  the 
lack  of  opportunity  in  his  youth.  He  has 
always  devoted  Ids  energies  to  agi'iculture. 
and  has  raised  live-stock.  He  resided  in 
‘ Travis  county,  where  he  was  born,  until  1''71. 

, and  then  came  to  AVdlliam.-mi  county,  locating 
1 on  the  Moore  Icajiue,  which  was  the  head- 
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n’o'lit  of  his  f:itlu‘i-.  lio  ami  Mi'.  Hill  re- 
tain  their  I'eSjiecti V(i  intei’ests  in  thi'  estate, 
and  reside  timether.  He  has  eighty  aeres  in 
an  advanced  state  of  cultivation,  the  chief 
[iroducts  being  corn  and  cotton.  He  has  been 
(jnite  snccesst'nl  in  the  undertakings  of  life, 
and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of 
fiiends.  Mr.  Moore  is  unmarried. 

, McSL()AX,a  farmer  of  AVilliamson 
j county,  was  boni  in  Pickens  district. 
South  Carolina,  September  21,  1827, 
a son  of  Thomas  jMcSluan,  a native  also  of 
that  State.  The  latter’s  father.  David  Mc- 
Sloaii.  was  a native  of  Virginia,  an  early  set- 
tler of  South  Carolina,  and  was  Captain  of  a 
company  in  the  Indian  figlit  at  King  mount- 
ain. Thomas  McSloan  married  JS’ancy  Blas- 
senoane,  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  of 
French  descent.  That  family  were  early  set- 
tlers in  this  country,  and  were  soldiers  in 
many  of  the  early  Indian  fights.  Mr.  and 
]\[rs.  Thomas  McSloan  had  fifteen  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  and 
nine  are  still  living.  Our  subject  and  one 
sister  are  the  only  ones  of  the  family  to  come 
to  Te.xas,  and  the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Early.  The  remainder  of  the  children  still 
reside  in  South  Carolina.  Six  sons  took 
part  in  the  late  war,  one  of  whom  died  while 
in  service,  and  one  shortly  afterward,  from 
the  effects  of  wounds  received  in  the  army. 
Another  son,  Benjamin  McSloan,  is  professor 
in  Columbia  College,  of  South  Carolina. 
The  family  were  all  strong  secessionists. 

1).  iMcSloan,  the  sulijectof  this  sketch,  was 
early  inured  to  farm  labor,  and  was  educated 
in  the  suliscriptiijn  schools  of  his  native 
county.  In  18o-l  he  came  by  teams  to  Texas, 
bi'inging  hi.s  family  and  a number  of  slaves. 


and  located  in  the  San  tiabricl  \allc\',  Will- 
iam.'-on  count\'.  He  jniivhaM'd  his  pn^sicir 
farm  of  ‘dUO  acres,  o lO  acre.-  of  which  aie 
under  a onod  state  of  cultivation,  and  the 
work  is  cari'ied  on  by  tenants.  In  18(51  he 
! enlisteil  for  sei'viceina  squadron  in  Comjiany 
j A,  served  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and 
after  a time  the  command  was  (jialei'cd  to  dis- 
mount, but  after  due  consideration  was  con- 
tinued  as  cavalry  to  tlu‘  (dose  of  the  struggle. 
Mr.  McSloan  took  jiart  against  Bank’s  raid 
on  Bed  river,  followed  him  to  7Tdlow  Bayou, 
and  the  command  then  fell  back  to  Texas. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  our  subject  held  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant  of  his  com[)any. 

In  18b4  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Easley,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Easley,  natives  of  South  Carolina. 
The  fathei’  was  a jirominent  planter  of  that 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McSloan  have  had  seven 
children,  four  now  livincr;  David,  the  eldest 
child;  Martha,  wife  of  John  Kritser,  engaged 
in  the  stock  liusiness  at  Taylor;  William,  a 
farmer  of  Williamson  county;  Nannie,  wife 
of  Owen  France,  a farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Williamson  county.  Mrs.  McSloan  died  No- 
vember 3,  18'JO.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and,  politically,  our 
subject  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
lie  is  now  living  with  his  son  at  the  old 
homestead,  engaged  in  lookino-  after  the  de- 
tails  of  the  farm. 


AMES  L.  BOOT,  of  the  firm  of  Simons, 
Root  A Co.,  of  Taylor,  was  born  in 
Livingstcn,  Missouri,  in  1854,  a son  of 
Daniel  11.  and  Martha  (Alexander)  Root,  of 
English  and  lidsh  pai'entagc.  The  Root 
family  came  to  America  after  the  war  foi' 
independence,  locating  in  Vii-ginia.  The 
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III  STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


frruii(if;itiier  ul’  our  t-ul^joct,  Dauiol  liraat,  \va^ 
!i  soldier  in  flie  war  of  1812,  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Xow  Orleans,  ami  was  Maj  or  of  the 
State  Troops  in  that  enoageiiieut.  Daniel 
II.  Root  moved  from  Virginia  to  Missouri  in 
1854,  settlino  near  where  Livimrston  mnv 
stamls,  where  he  followed  farmino,  and  was 
also  a minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  i-emained  there  until  his  death, 
in  1881.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Root  were  the 
jtareiits  of  ten  children,  viz.:  William,  who 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  while 
serving  in  the  Confederate  army;  Sophia, 
widow  of  II.  II.  Bowler,  a resident  of  Mon- 
tana; Maggie,  wife  of  John  J.  Gray,  of 
Missouri;  Daniel,  who  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge;  Jennie,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  John  Evans,  of  Columbia, 
Missouri;  Mary,  wife  of  Dr.  George  Rotter, 
of  St.  Joe,  that  State;  Martha,  deceased; 
James  L.,  onr  subject;  Annie,  wife  of  M.  A. 
Violett,  of  Sturgeon,  Missouri;  and  Orra.  a 
teacher  ii\  the  schools  of  this  city.  The  father 
died  in  1881.  The  mother  now  resides  with 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  aged  seventy-nine 
years.  She  has  been  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  South,  from  childhood. 

James  L.  Root  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
coutity,  and  later  attended  the  college  at  Fay- 
ette, Howard  county,  Missouri,  for  one  year. 
Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  about  twenty 
years,  he  went  toCalifornia,  remaining  in  the 
West  ten  years,  and  was  engaged  in  teaming, 
mining  and  other  employments.  November 
25,  1882,  Mr.  Root  landed  in  Taylor,  Te.xas, 
with  a few  hundred  dollars,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing five  years  was  employed  as  clerk  by 
Simons  & McCarty.  In  1887  tlm  linn  of 
Root,  Mills  A.  Co.  was  estal)lished,  and  in 
1891  the  two  firms  of  Simons  A McCarty 
and  Root,  Mills  A Co.  cousoli<lated.  Messi's. 


Mill  s and  McCart\'  withdrawing,  the  present 
linn  (d'  Simons,  Root  A Co.  was  then  fonned. 

M r.  Root  was  nnit(‘d  in  manaao'e  in  1880 
with  Miss  South  C.  Easley,  a daughter  of 
Colonel  Samuel  A.  Easley.  To  this  uidon 
has  been  boni  two  children:  kdorra  and  Dan- 
iel E.  i\Ii-.  and  iMrs.  Root  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Epi, -copal  Church.  The  former 
also  alHliates  with  the  A.  E.  A A.  iM.,  the 
R.  A.  .M.  and  1C.  T.,  the  I.  G.  O.  E.,  No.  240, 
and  the  1C.  of  R.,  No.  58. 


W.  STORRS,  the  leading  merchant  of 
Gi’anoei-,  was  born  in  Lodi,  AVashte- 
naw  county,  Michigan,  December  30, 
1858,  a son  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth 
(Taphousej  Storrs,  the  former  a native  of 
New  York  and  the  latter  of  England.  The 
father  left  his  home  when  only  seven  years 
of  age,  on  account  of  a stepmother,  and 
never  returned  until  after  reaching  man- 
hood. He  now  resides  with  his  family  in 
McLennan  county,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Storrs  had  nine  childi-en:  A.  AV.,  Alva, 

Clarence,  Ella,  Charley,  James,  Roy  and 
Samuel. 

A.  AV.  Storrs,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  reaching  the  years  of 
maturity.  In  1878  he  came  with  his  father 
and  family  to  lAIcLennan  county,  Texas, 
where  they  farmed  on  rente<l  laml  one  year, 
and  they  were  then  enabled  to  buy  a team. 
In  1883  Air.  Stori's  had  sutlicient  money  to 
purchase  a team  for  himself,  and  he  con- 
tinued at  ililferent  kinds  of  work  until  1885, 
when  he  bought  a cotton  gin,  operating  that 
in  connection  with  his  other  intei’i‘>ts.  In 
1887  he  bemm  merchami i.'i ng  at  Rosenthal, 
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MfLc'iiiiuii  c-<uiiity,  aii'l  cai’ly  in  L'SS2  sold 
Ids  stoi'c  and  '^in.  caiiiL'  to  ( 1 iano;ei',  Williain- 
soii  comity,  and  i-rcadcd  a lari^o  gin  and  inilK 
\vl\icli  is  run  dy  steam  power,  witli  all  mod-  ' 
eni  i m lU'ON’cmen ts,  and  iS  said  to  be  the  last 
irii)  in  the  county.  He  will  probably  make  j 
about  2,000  bales  of  cotton  this  season.  i\lr. 
Storrs  also  erected  a large  store  building, 
where  he  opened  a fine  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise, and  has  a large  and  remunerative 
trade.  In  addition  to  these  interests,  he 
still  owns  his  farm  in  McLennan  county. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
.Miss  A.  Ih'own,  a daughter  of  I).  11.  llrown, 
a native  of  Illinois,  who  came  to  AlcLennan 
county,  Texas,  in  1877.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Storrs  have  one  child,  Arthur.  They  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  our 
subject  also  takes  an  interest  in  politics,  hav- 
ing served  as  Postmaster  four  vears  at 

“ V 

Rosenthal. 


subject  of  this 
sketch,  a representative  of  one  of  the 
early-settled  families  of  Alilam  county, 
an  old  soldier  with  an  honorable  record, 
and  a prominent  and  prosperous  farmer,  is  a 
native  of  Greene  county,  Alabama,  where  he 
was  born  December  12,  1838.  His  father  was 
Thomas  Newton  Alayes,  who  was  born  in 
Union  district.  South  Carolina,  June  10, 
1812,  and  was  a son  of  Anthony  Alayes,  born 
in  South  Carolina  in  1778.  Anthony  Alayes, 
a blacksmith  and  farmer  by  occupation, 
moved  from  South  Carolina  early  in  the  pres- 
ent century,  to  Alabama,  settling  in  Greene 
county,  where  he  resided  for  many  years, 
dying  there  in  1844.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Cynthia  Otterson  and 


whom  he  married  in  the  old  State,  bore  him 
twelve  (ddldreii;  Lucinda,  Thomas  Newton, 


IIar\cy,  Ilradley,  Samuel,  Jtaidel,  Ruth, 
-lane,  .Ann.  Mary,  dames  and  John,  all  of 
whom  became  grown  a.nd  tnostof  whom  were 
marrie<l  and  had  families.  Thomas  Newton 
Alayes,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  no- 
tice, was  I'cared  in  x\lai)ama,  and  moved  from 
there  to  Texas  in  1853,  settling  in  Alilam 
county,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alaystield,  which 
was  named  for  him.  and  there  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  was  a farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  and,  while  not  rich,  was  the  pos- 
sessor of  some means  and  passed  his  years  in 
j)eace  and  comfort.  The  only  public  func- 
tions he  ever  performed  were  in  connection 
with  the  olHce  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which 
preferment  he  held  both  in  Alabama  and 
Texas.  He  was  for  many  years  an  active 
member  of  the  Presityterian  Church  and  lent 
his  influence  to  all  moral  and  religious  works. 
He  was  three  times  married  and  was  the 
father  of  a large  f-imily  of  children,  whom  he 
reared  to  be  useful  men  and  women.  His 
first  marriage  was  to  Catherine,  a daughter  of 
Joseph  Alexander,  by  which  union  he  had  nine 
children;  Cynthia  Ann,  who  was  married  to 
AVilliam  Sharp  and  is  now  deceased;  Alexan- 
der, who  died  in  1802;  Robert  Bruce,  of  this 
notice;  David,  who  lives  at  Maysfield,  Alilam 
county;  Elizabeth,  the  deceased  wife  of 
James  Bradley;  Daniel,  who  died  in  1873,  at 
al>out  the  age  of  thirty  years;  Albert,  a resi- 
dent of  Alilam  county;  James,  w'ho  lives  in 
Wilson  county,  this  State,  and  Jane,  tlie  wife 
of  John  Hobson  of  Alilam  county.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  in  1858,  and  in  1800  Air. 
Alayes  married  Airs.  Eliza  Alclvinney,  widow 
of  AVilliam  McKinney.  This  lady  died  in 
1800  and  he  then  married  Airs.  Naoma  Teel, 
of  this  county.  Air.  Alayes  died  in  1800. 

Robert  Bruce  Alayes  was  a lad  of  fifteen 
■when  his  pai'eiits  moved  to  Texas  and  settled 
in  Milam  cuunty.  11  is  youth  was  spent  in 
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II IS  I on  y OF  TEXAS. 


this  county  near  i\Iajstiehl,  whore  tiis  fatlier 
settled,  ^\^lat  education  he  received  was  ob- 
tained in  tlie  sclujols  of  that  locality.  In 
18(51  he  entei’ed  the  Confederate  army,  enlist- 
ing in  Com])any  Cr  (commanded  by  Ca[)tain 
J.  C.  Kogers),  Fifth  Texas  Infantry,  com 
manded  by  Colonel  Archer.  The  Fifth  Texas 
being  ordered  at  once  to  the  army  then  form- 
ing in  \Crginia,  Mr.  Mayes  was  in  most  of 
the  engagements  that  were  fought  during  the 
early  days  of  the  war  in  Virginia,  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania.  Later  his  command  was 
sent  West,  under  Longstreet,  to  the  relief  of 
the  forces  about  Chattanooga,  and  at  the  bat- 
tie  of  Chiekamauga,  in  November,  1868,  he 
was  captured  and  taken  to  Camp  Douglas, 
at  Chicago,  where  he  was  held  in  prison  till 
the  spring  of  1865,  being  exchanged  about 
June  1st  of  that  year,  at  the  mouth  of  Red 
river.  lie  served  as  a private,  and  was  once 
captured,  as  just  noted,  and  once  wounded, 
receiving  a flesh  wound  in  the  left  leg  at  the 
second  battle  of  Manassas. 

Returning  home  at  the  close  of  the  war 
Mr.  Mayes  spent  two  or  three  years  in  an 
effort  to  gather  means  to  embark  in  some 
sort  of  profitable  business.  By  the  spring  of 
1868  he  had  saved  enough  from  his  earnings 
to  purchase  a small  place,  and  that  year 
bought  forty  acres  of  land  near  Maysfield, 
where,  having  married,  he  settled  and  en- 
gaged  in  farming.  Two  years  later  he  pur 
chased  the  160  acres  where  he  now  lives.  To 
this  place  he  then  moved  and  here  he  has 
since  I'csided.  The  intervening  years  from 
that  date  to  the  ])resont  ho  has  spent  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising,  and  his  holdings,  by 
industry  and  economy  and  by  judicious  in- 
vestment, have.gi'own  to  be  something  like 
800  aci-es,  -lOO  aci'es  of  which  are  in  cultiva- 
tion and  give  good  yields  of  the  staple  prod 
nets  of  the  farm. 


In  18()8  i\Ii'.  .Mayes  manded  Miss  Mollie 
Smith,  a damditei’  of  Darling  M.  and  Fliza 
Tyson  Smith,  who  were  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  The  parents  moved  to  Texas  in 
1853  and  settled  in  Milam  county,  where 
they  died,  the  father  in  1880  and  the  mother 
about  LS54  or  '55.  .Mrs.  Mayes  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  and  was  about  ten  years  old 
when  her  parents  move<l  to  Texas.  She  was 
reared  in  iMihun  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  iMayes  have  seven  children: 
Josie,  Kula,  Emmett,  Ethel,  Robert  B.,  Jen- 
nie and  Minnie,  the  three  eldest  being  now 
deceased. 

The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Mayes  is  an  Elder,  holding  a membershij)  in 
the  church  at  iMaysfield. 

In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 


J.  El LERS,  a member  of  the  wholesale 
firm  of  McKeou,  Eilers  & Co.,  Austin, 
Texas,  is  a native  of  this  State,  born  in 
Bastrop  county,  January  23,  1864.  He 
is  a son  of  the  venerable  pioneer  merchant, 
Louis  Eilers,  whose  history  appears  in  this 
connection.  Mr.  Eilers  received  his  literary 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
entered  the  well-known  business  college  of 
Poughkeej)sie,  New  York,  where  he  finished 
the  prescribed  course  in  four  months,  receiv- 
ing the  diploma  of  this  institution.  His  first 
business  eugao-ement  was  with  the  firm  of 
Crow,  McKean  A:  Co.,  with  whom  he  re- 
t niained  four  years.  In  March,  1886,  this 
I linn  was  changed  to  Mclveon,  Eilei^  A Co., 

I Ml'.  Filers  becoming  a member  of  the  tirm. 

This  relationship  continued  until  January  1, 

' 1833,  when  Ceorge  AM.  Massie  retired. 
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When  tlii."  I'ui'  !)usiness  tlio 

btuck  com pi'i^c'd  dry  ooods  and  <^rocel•iL■>^,  Imt 
a."  tlic  trade  increased  Ijuots  and  slides  and 
hats  u'ei'd  addi‘d  to  the  list.  The  patronage  is 
drawn  ii'om  central  and  southern  Te.xas,  and 
an  animal  hnsiness  of  -^250,000  is  transacted. 
The  firm  is  a strong  one  and  enjoys  an  en- 
viable I'epntation  in  commercial  circles 
thromdiont  the  Southwest. 

O 

Mr.  Kilers  was  married  in  March,  1887,  to 
Miss  iMaogie,  a daughter  of  Captain  Thomas 
Cater,  a worthy  j)ioneer  of  Travis  county 
and  an  old  merchant  of  Austin.  Mrs.  Eilers 
is  a niece  of  John  D.  iifcCall.  present  Comp- 
troller of  the  State  of  Te.xas,  and  is  one  of  a 
family  of  live.  Cur  subject  and  wife  have 
one  child,  a dauohter  named  Ifessie.  Mr. 
Eilers  possesses  the  business  sagacity  of  his 
esteemed  father,  and  promises  to  attain  a 
place  of  e<pial  importance  in  the  c-onimercial 
world. 

OUlS  EILElfS. — Forty  years  of  con- 
I tinuous  and  successful  mercantile  life 
-t  in  one  place  is  the  statement  of  a fact  to 
which  rhetorical  elfort  adds  little  force.  The 
name  of  Louis  Eilers  long  ago  became  the 
synonym  of  honor,  and  has  proven  a powerful 
influence  for  good  in  the  community.  He  is 
the  son  of  J oseph  S.  and  J ulia  (Brueck)  Eilers, 
and  was  born  in  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  Hol- 
land, February  1,  1828;  his  father  was  a mer- 
chant of  that  city,  and  he  was  given  a thorough 
training  in  all  the  details  of  the  hnsiness.  In 
1852  he  sailed  for  America,  and  sjient  the 
first  year  here  pi'ospecting,  his  oliservations 
re.-nlting  in  his  selecting  Bastrop,  Texas,  as 
a location  for  his  operations.  In  1853  he 
opened  a stoi’e  thi-re.  and  although  it  was  a 
somevvhat  pidmitive  beginning  the  patronage 


was  encouraging.  Obstacles  and  reverses 
both  attended  these  early  efforts,  and  in  18(12 
the  entire  st(jck  was  desti'oyed  by  fii'e  with 
the  building,  and  there  was  not  a dollar  of 
insurance.  After  this  calamity  Mr.  Eilers 
went  to  Matamoras.  Mexico,  and  there  juir- 
chased  a stock  of  oijods  that  weje  conliscated 
in  transpoi’tation  and  were  a total  loss  to  the 
purchaser.  ^Nothing  daunted  he  made  ati- 
other  elfort  and  soon  made  his  way  to  the 
front  again. 

The  firm  name  was  champed  to  Louis 
Eileis  ft  Son  in  1891,  his  son  Louis  being 
admitted  a member  of  the  firm.  They  carry 
a stock  of  $20,000,  and  do  an  annual  business 
of  $60,000. 

Mr.  Eilers  was  married  the  year  following 
his  establishment  in  business  to  Caroline 
Johnson,  of  Albany,  New  York,  who  became 
the  mother  of  five  children ; she  died  June 
23,  1885,  at  Austin,  Texas,  whither  she  had 
been  taken  for  medical  treatment;  she  was  a 
woman  of  many  virtues,  and  was  deeply 
mourned  by  her  family  and  friends.  Julia, 
deceased,  was  the  eldest  daughter  and  the 
wife  of  A.  H.  Ci’ow;  Laura  is  the  wife  of  A. 
T.  McKean,  of  Austin;  Mary  L.  married 
George  W.  Massie;  Louis,  Jr.,  the  eldest 
son,  was  born  August  22,  1861,  and  was  a 
student  at  Bickler  College,  Austin,  and  at 
Boughkeejisie,  New  York,  graduating  at  the 
latter  institution  in  1880.  Upon  his  return 
from  New  York  he  assumed  practical  control 
of  his  father’s  business  and  has  since  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  firm.  In 
1892  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Louis 
Eilers  A Son,  and  the  son  is  a worthy  de- 
scendant of  the  father. 

On  October  30,  1883,  he  was  united  in 
mari  iaoe  to  Miss  Emma  Duncan,  a daughtcu’ 
of  the  Bev.  J.  Duncan,  a prominent  rector 
of  the  Epi.^c()pal  Church.  Mrs.  Eilers  has 
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heoii  given  excellent  edncatioinil  advantages, 
ainl  is  a graduate  of  the  Millerslnirg  (Ken- 
tucky) Female  Cullege.  Two  children  have 
licen  born  to  i\lr.  and  ^[rs.  Jailers:  Julia 

Duncan,  aged  eight  yeai’s,  and  Jajuis  A.,  who 
survived  but  nine  weeks.  Politically  j\Ir. 
Filers  supports  the  issues  of  the  Democratic, 
party;  he  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Knights  of  i^ythias,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
reliable  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his 
county. 


0 11 N W A II  R EN B E RGE  R.  — E ve ry 
community  has  its  unusual  characters 
who  give  it  some  little  distinction,  and 
stand  out  in  history  like  the  foremost  figures 
in  a bas-relief.  Such  a iiiuque  individual  was 
John  Wahrenberger,  now  deceased.  He  was 
widely  and  familiarly  known  as  “ Dutch 
John,”  and  was  one  of  the  first  permanent 
settlers  of  Austin.  He  was  born  in  Switzer- 
land in  the  month  of  April,  1812,  and  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1836,  landing 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  three  years  later 
he  came  to  Austin  and  secured  a small  place 
on  Walter  creek,  where  he  engaged  in  garden- 
ing. 

At  this  time  the  Indians  were  intensely 
hostile,  and  Mr.  Wahrenberirer  came  near 
losing  his  life  one  day  near  the  S])0t  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Governor’s  mansion ; a small 
sack  of  meal  he  was  carrying  served  as  a 
shield  and  received  the  arrows  intended  to 
pierce  his  heart.  One  arrow  struck  his  arm 
and  permanently  crippled  his  finger,  lie 
participated  in  both  the  Indian  and  Mexican 
wars. 

Gardening  with  so  small  a mai'ket  as  Austin 
was  not  profitable,  so  he  did  not  continue 
this  industry,  but  conclndeil  to  I'stablish  a 


bakery  in  Austin,  as  he  knew  something  of 
the  business.  This  was  a satisfactory  venture 
and  was  attended  with  marked  success.  The 
profits  were  invested  in  real  estate,  both  in 
town  and  country,  and  in  time  yielded  a 
handsome  income.  Prel'errino'  a life  in  the 
open  air  he  disposed  of  his  city  iiderests  and 
removetl  to  the  country,  intending  to  engage 
in  agriculture,  but  this  change  failed  to  re- 
store  his  failinn  enenries,  and  in  the  moidh 
of  March,  1864,  he  pa.ssed  to  the  great  be- 
yond. 

To  this  worthy  man  is  due  the  credit  of 
saving  xVustin  from  beino'  sacked  of  her 
archives  in  1842.  The  fact,  although  not 
widely  known,  is  a matter  of  history  and 
should  bo  properly  accredited.  Mr.  Wahi-en- 
berger  was  in  the  villacre  and  overheard  the 
conspirators  di.scussing  the  plan  of  taking 
the  archives  from  Austin.  11c  at  once 
set  out  to  give  tlie  alarm.  Feeling  inse- 
cure  with  their  small  force  for  resistance, 
it  was  decided  to  dispatch  a courier  to  arouse 
the  citizens  of  Washington  county.  Volun- 
teers were  called  for,  and  our  hero  was  the 
only  man  to  respond;  he  covered  the  dis- 
tance of  eighty  miles  in  thirty-six  hours  on 
foot,  secured  the  aid  of  the  settlers,  and 
placed  Austin  on  the  defensive;  but  General 
Woll  never  made  the  proposed  attack. 

Mr.  Wahrenberger  was  united  in  marriage 
xMay  8,  1848,  at  Austin,  by  Chief  Justice 
Cummings,  to  Caroline  Klein,  a daughter  of 
Charles  Klein,  who  emigrated  from  Switzer- 
land to  the  United  States  in  December,  1846. 
Arriving  in  Galveston  Mr.  Klein  placed  his 
two  daughters  in  an  English  school,  atid  con- 
tinued with  the  i-emainder  of  the  family  by 
ox  teams  to  Austin.  He  was  very  successful 
in  all  his  business  ventures,  and  accumulated 
a handsDine  conipetencv-  His  first  wife, 
Ihirbara  Schubiger,  was  the  daughter  of  a 
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Swi.'S  faniiei'.  Tliey  iiad  tlirec  cliildrcn ; 
('aroliiie,  AUiertino,  widow  of  diicad)  Sti'ussy. 
and  Arnold.  Mrs.  Waliri‘id)ur<;x‘r  was  liorn 
datiiiarj  28,  1834;  slu;  was  well  educated  in 
l)otli  (le.’nian  and  En;.dit;li.  Coin])lying  with 
the  request  of  her  hnshand,  after  his  death 
slie  went  to  Enro|>e  foi-  Uie  purpose  of  hnisli- 
ino  the  education  of  their  children;  the  son 

O 

was  placed  in  the  poly techn ic  school  at  lladeii, 
and  the  daughters  in  a private  school  of 
Zurich;  Eli/.aheth,  deceased,  was  horn  June 
5,  1853;  James  was  honi  August  U,  1^55; 
J’ertha,  deceased,  was  horn  Eehniai’y  19, 
1800;  Josephine,  horn  March  9,  1802,  is  the 
wife  of  William  Cullen  and  the  mother  of 
tln-ee  children;  Mary  was  l)orn  Decemher  5, 
1857,  and  is  the  widow  of  Ernest  In'nderman. 
The  mother  now  resides  in  Austiti,  surrounded 
with  all  the  comforts  of  the  pi’csent  civiliza- 
tion. Her  father,  now  eighty  years  of  age, 
is  a niomher  of  the  household,  receiving  all 
the  care  and  attention  prompted  hy  a loving 
heai't. 

JOHN  WOLF. — Among  the  various 
nationalities  that  have  sought  homes  in 
the  Xew  AVoidd  none  have  proven  more 
desirable  citizens  than  the  sturdy  Gennans. 
They  bring  with  them  good  health,  robust 
constitutions,  enei'gy  and  industry;  they  have 
also  a most  laudable  desii-e  to  ac(|uii-e  prop- 
erty and  become  imh'pendent  householders. 

A worthy  representative  of  the  Eather- 
land  is  ,lohn  Wolf,  an  honored  citizen  of 
Garfield,  Travis  county,  lie  was  hoim  in 
Jhmsfia,  June  24,  1843,  ami  was  a lail  of 
twi  Ive  yeai’s  when  his  parents  crossed  the  sea 
to  America.  Ills  father,  rlohn  Wolf,  Si'., 
settled  in  Bastrop  county,  Te.xas,  and  there 
carried  on  an  agricultural  business  and  at  the 


same  time  did  a cood  business  at  his  trade, 
hlac.ksmithing.  llpon  ari\dng  at  his  major- 
ity John.  J 1'.,  marrieil  ami  with  a small 
ca[)ital  began  an  independent  career  that  has 
been  attended  with  oratifvinir  success  and 
retlected  credit  upon  his  worthy  parents,  fie 
was  enahleil  in  early  life  to  purchase  200 
acres  of  his  pre.^ent  fai-m,  which  he  has 
increased  to  450  acres.  lie  has  placed  under 
cultivation  175  acres,  and  has  the  remainder 
in  line  pasture  land,  whore  he  feeds  some 
[ tine  specimens  of  live  stock  for  the  market. 

; Besides  this  valuable  tract  on  which  iMr. 

I Wolf  resides  he  owns  5,000  acres  elsewhere, 
in  a body. 

When  the  Civil  war  threatened  disaster  to 
the  land  of  his  adoption  Mr.  Wolf  joinetl 
the  Confedei'ate  service,  hut  a serious  bodily 
injury  i'eceive<l  soon  after  prevented  his 
giving  any  active  aid. 

John  Wolf,  Sr.,  married  Catharine  Bern- 
hach,  and  John,  Jr.,  was  their  third-horn 
child,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna 
Catharine  Meners,  and  they  are  the  parents 
often  children  ; John  M.,  horn  in  18G6;  F. 
Joseph,  horn  in  1870;  Henry  M.,  in  1872; 
Mai'y  Agnes,  in  1874;  Katie,  in  1877; 
Aloese,  in  1879;  Peter,  in  1881;  Charles,  in 
1884;  Annie,  in  1880  and, Alice,  in  1888. 
The  family  are  devout  members  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church,  and  highly  esteemed 
members  of  the  community. 


RNGLI)  KLEIN,  one  of  Travis 
county’s  enterpi'ising  citizens,  is  a son 
of  Charles  Klein,  whose  history  is 
hi'iclly  outlined  in  the  sketch  of  John 
AVahrenherger,  appeal  ing  on  another  page  of 
this  \-olume.  Switzerland  is  the  native  land 
of  oiii'  snliject:  there  he  was  horn  in  the 
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town  of  Wazen,  Fohniary  15,  1840,  and  was 
a cliild  of  six  years  when  liis  liither  saih^l 
with  his  family  to  America.  Soon  after 
their  arrival  in  iVnstin,  Texas,  yoiini^  Klein 
was  placed  in  school,  where  he  i-emaim‘d 
until  he  had  secured  a good  English  educa- 
tion. At  the  same  time  he  was  cultivating 
his  mind  he  was  exercising  his  muscle  in 
performing  iiecessary  labor  u])On  his  father's 
farm;  he  also  had  some  experience  in  the 
bakery  owned  by  his  father. 

Upon  attaining  his  majority  be  took  an 
interest  in  a restaurant  with  his  father,  and 
conducted  the  business  until  1871.  Having 
concluded  to  engage  in  farming,  he  invested 
the  nice  sum  he  had  accumulated  in  a tract 
of  choice  land,  consisting  of  240  acres;  he  at 
once  set  about  making  improvements  and 
placing  the  land  under  cultivation.  He  has 
added  to  his  first  purchase  until  he  now  has 
a tract  of  800  acres,  200  acres  being  under 
cultivation,  and  the  balance  in  meadow  and 
timber.  Among  the  modern  improvements 
on  his  place  are  to  be  found  a gin  and  mill,' 
that  were  erected  at  an  outlay  of  84,000. 
Fine  herds  of  cattle  graze  >’pon  the  pasture 
land,  and  the  whole  place  has  an  air  of  thrift 
and  prosperity,  the  just  reward  of  every 
industrious  mai^ 

Mr.  Klein  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice in  1862,  and  was  fiixst  stationed  at  San 
Antonio;  he  was  afterward  at  Corpus  Chri.sti, 
Houstoii  afid  Liberty,  but  was  in  no  regulai' 
eno-acrement;  the  command  disbanded  on  the 
Red  river. 

In  the  montli  of  March,  1870,  Mr.  Klein 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie 
Clouchbache,  a native  of  Germany,  born  in 
1852.  Her  father,  a blacksmith  by  trade, 
eiiugrated  to  the  United  States  in  lS50,  but 
died  >oon  after  his  arrival  in  this  country. 
4'here  have  been  liorii  to  Mr.  and  M i>.  Klein 


.\rnold  tk,  Eda, 
Ileni'v  llohvy,  Elizabeth,  dn.^ephine, 
Rudolph  and  Awald. 

It  is  th(i  [)reseiiC(vof  such  men  as  Mr.  ixlein 
that  (five  charactter  to  a commiinitv,  and  to 
such  men  is  due  the  credit  of  devidoping  the 
resources  of  this  groat  nation. 

O 

[OHN  1>.  1 >A  RLIXGTON,  of  Travis 
county,  Texas,  a large  landholder,  stock- 
i-aiser  and  farmer,  was  born  near  the 
Colorado  river,  his  l>irth  having  occurred  in 
1848.  His  parents,  John  W.  and  Ellen 
(Love)  Darlington,  removeil,  soon  after  his 
birth,  to  a place  three  miles  south  of  Manor, 
and  when  he  was  twenty-one  yeai-s  of  age, 
they  settled  in  Rrushy  Creek,  AVilliamson 
county,  whence  they  later  moved  to  Taylor, 
Williamson  county,  where  they  now  reside. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  began  life  for 
himself  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  pre- 
vious to  which  time  he  had  aocumulated  some 
property.  When  twenty-four  years  old,  he 
purchased  his  father’s  farm  of  420  acres, 
paying  for  it  $5,000  cash.  He  now  owns 
consideraltle  land,  1,040  of  which  is  located 
in  Travis  county,  300  of  the  lattei'  being 
under  a fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
565  acres  in  Williamson  county,  200  of 
which  is  cultivated,  besides  property  in  San 
Antonio,  Manor,  and  other  places.  Until 
1891,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  he 
resided  on  the  old  homestead  of  hi>  parents, 
which  he  had  purchased  from  his  father. 
During  these  two  years  he  was  engaoed  in 
driving  cattle  to  Kansas,  and  is  ju.stly  num 
berel  amoim'  the  substantial  men  of  his 

O 

vicinity. 

In  1874  Mr.  Dailinoton  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  \"an  l\dt,  a native,  of  William-u!i 


a family  (O'  six  children : 
wife  of 
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county,  Texas,  l)oni  in  1854,  and  tl'.e  only 
child  of  Kdwai'd  and  Louisa  (doncs')  \Lin 
IVlt.  natives  of  Ia)uisiana.  At  the  heo-innino- 
of  the  late  war,  her  father  removed  to  Texas 
and  enlisted  in  the  ( 'onfederate  service,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Donaldson ville. 
He  was  for  a number  of  years  District  Judoe 
and  was  a man  of  rare  judgment  and  lu^nor. 
l\lis.  Darlington’s  mother  died  when  she  was 
an  infant,  and  after  her  fatlier  died  she  made 
her  home  witli  her  maternal  gr.mdfatlier. 
Judge  Jones,  of  Lampasas,  Texas,  and  latei’ 
of  Travis  county,  wl)ere  he  died  in  1875, 
univcrsallv  lanuuited.  INfr.  and  i\[rs.  Darliucr- 
t(jii  have  six  children:  Edward  Van  Pelt, 

Eunice,  Lncretia,  Benjamin  E.,  Florence  L. 
and  Loretta. 

Politically,  Mr.  Darlington  is  a Democrat, 
and,  fraternally,  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  of  Manor.  Mrs.  Darlington  is  an 
active  and  useful  member  of  the  INfethodist 
Episcopal  Chnrcli.  Mr.  Darlingto!!  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  community, 
to  the  development  of  which  he  is  prompt 
to  contribute,  and  his  labors  and  influence 
have  figured  prominently  in  the  attainment 
of  the  present  high  standing  which  his  vi- 
cinity enjoys. 


Tf A:\1ES  K.  QUINN. -Up  to  1850  by 
^ II  lar  the  greater  numbei’  of  immigi-ants 
to  America  were  natives  of  Ireland. 
As  a result  of  this  the  descendants  of  the 
li'ish  became  scattered  throughout  the  coun- 
ti-y  at  an  early  date  and  have  exercised  a 
markeil  influence  on  the  histm-y  of  civiliza- 
tion in  the  westmii  woidd.  Some  of  the 
most  conspicuous  tigurcs  in  the  annals  of 
this  country  have  been  of  1 nSh  origin. 


To  this  class  of  citizens  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  James  K.  (juinn,  belong.s,  being  the 
third  i'emovc<l  from  the  original  progenitor 
of  the  name  on  this  continent.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  Alabama,  of  which  State  his  father, 
Oliver  (piinn,  was  also  a native,  born  about 
the  year  1813.  John  (^iiinn,  father  of  Oliver 
anil  grandfather  of  James  K.,  moved  from 
South  (kxrolina  to  Alalaima  about  the  begin- 
ning of  this  century  and  settled  in  what  is 
now  Bibb  county.  He  was  a planter  by 
occupation  and  in  an  early  day  a large  slave- 
owper.  Oliver  (^uinn  grew  up  in  his  native 
county  in  Alabama  and  there  passed  his  en- 
tire life.  He  was  a man  of  some  distinction 
in  the  locality  where  he  lived,  having  served 
as  Sheriff  of  Bibb  cjiiiity  and  rejiresented 
that  county  in  the  State  Legislature.  His 
early  educational  advaiitares  were  poor,  there 
being  few  schools  in  Alabama  when  he  was 
growing  up,  but  he  improved  his  oppoi’t uni- 
ties as  he  advanced  in  years,  and  became  in 
middle  life  a man  of  good  general  informa- 
tion.  He  was  distinguished  for  his  knowl- 
edge of  public  matters  and  the  interest  he 
took  in  them,  and  for  his  liberality  toward 
his  friends,  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  He 
was  a genuine  patriot  in  sentiment  and  action, 
and  was  a humanitarian  of  .the  broadest  and 
most  generous  impulses.  He  jx)ssessed  an 
even  temper,  and  in  conseipietice  of  this 
and  the  general  correctness  of  his  life  his 
years  on  earth  wei-e  passe  1 in  peace.  He 
belonged  to  the  old-school  Presbyterian 
Church,  but  was  liberal  in  his  views  as  re- 
spects church  polity,  the  practice  of  the  vir- 
tues ai:d  graces  of  the  Christian  religion 
being  with  him  the  test  of  the  possession  of 
tlie.-'O  virtues  and  gi'aces. 

He  was  twiee  married;  first,  in  1833,  to 
.Mai'tha  Lei',  a daughtei-  of  William  Lee  and 
a native  of  .\labama,  and  afti'i-  her  death  to 
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a Mrs.  iMayl)erry,  widow  of  Jacob  M a yliciiw, 
of  liibl)  coiiiitv-  I ’y  tlic  foi'iiici’  mai-i'iajjc  lie 
liad  nine  eliildren,  and  by  tJie  latter,  two. 
The  children  of  the  first  marriage  were: 
Green,  who  now  resides  in  Choctaw  county, 
Mississippi;  dolin,  who  resides  in  Blount 
county,  Alabama;  Chester,  who  lives  in 
Tuscaloosa  county,  Alabama;  Kobert,  who 
died  in  Milam  county,  this  State,  in  January, 
18S5;  James  K..  of  this  sketch;  Sarah,  the 
deceased  wife  of  Thomas  Moss;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Moseley,  of  Alabama; 
Dulf,  of  alilam  count}’;  and  Jelbu’son  1).-,  of 
Choctaw  county,  Mississippi.  Ida  and  Ada, 
the  children  of  the  second  marriage,  are  now 
married  and  live  in  Ellis  county,  this  State. 

James  K.  (,)uinn,  of  this  article,  was  born 
in  Bibb  county,  Alabama,  on  August  11, 
18-tJ.  He  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm, 
and  until  the  opening  of  the  late  war  worked 
on  the  fanii  and  attended  the  local  schools. 
At  the  aoe  of  eiiJjhteen,  in  Auo-nst,  1802,  he 
entered  the  Confederate  army,  enlisting  in 
Captain  Tarrant’s  battalion,  from  which 
at  a later  date  he  was  transferred  to 
Clanton’s  cavalry,  with  which  he  served 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  war.  He 
saw  active  service  through  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama, Tennessee  and  Georgia,  being  on 
the  skirmish  line  a large  poi’tion  of  the  time 
during  the  operations  in  these  States.  He 
was  never  wounded,  but  was  once  captured  at 
Cave  Springs,  Georgia,  and  placed  in  jn-ison 
at  Home,  that  State,  from  which  he  escape  1 
by  cutting  a hole  in  the  wall  of  the  building 
in  which  he  was  confined  and  lettino  himstdf 
down  fi’om  the  upper  story  by  means  of  a 
nij)e  made  from  strips  of  his  bhudad.  Alter 
the  surnmder  lit*  I'etnrned  home,  went  thenci' 
to  Missi'sippi,  where  some  of  his  redatives 
i'e'ide(|,  and  I'emained  lor  a year.  He  then 
mariied  and  setHcil  in  Tnscal(»o>a  counl\-. 


Alabama,  where  he  emomcal  in  larmiiiLT-  In 
1870  he  caiiM*  to  d'exas  and  made  his  first 
stop  in.  W'a.'hington  county,  whence  after  a 
year’s  ri'sidence  he  moved  to  Bell  county, 
and  thence  to  Burnet,  the  county  seat  of 
Burnet  county,  and  in  1874  to  Milam  county. 
Since  ri*sidim>’  in  this  State  he  has  been  vari- 
ously  engaged,--  [irincipally  in  farming,  stock- 
raisincr  and  merchandisin<r,  at  which  he  has 

D O’ 

met  with  veiw  oood  success,  ownino'  now 
about  l.oOU  acres  of  black  land  in  Milam 
county,  well  stocked  with  high-grade  horses 
and  cattle,  and  he  lias  a mercantile  establish- 
ment in  Thorndale  that  does  an  annual  busi- 
no'S  of  82o,000  to  830,000.  In  recent  years 
he  has  given  particular  attention  to  the  breed- 
ing and  raising  of  thoroughbred  and  high- 
grade  horses,  and  has  now  on  his  place  some 
animals  that  have  become  noted  throughout 
the  country,  having  taken  pidzes  at  many’  of 
the  prineijial  horse  shows  in  Texas  and  some 
also  in  other  Stat(^s.  He  exhibits  great  zeal 
in  the  matter  of  stock-raising,  and  pursues  it 
intelligently’  and  successfully. 

In  1860  Mr.  Quinn  married  Miss  Hattie 
V.  Hart,  a native  of  Tuscaloosa  county,  Ala- 
bama, and  a daughter  of  Velimus  and  Eliza- 
beth  Hart,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native 
of  Connecticut  and  the  lattei-  a native  of 
South  Carolina.  Mrs.  Quinn  tiled  in  1879, 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  but  two  of 
whom  are  now  living,  most  of  them  dying  in 
infancy.  The  older  of  the  two  is  Mrs.  Minnie 
Flint,  wife  of  James  Flint  of  Austin;  and  the 
youncei',  Bee,  who  re:n;dns  at  home  with  his 
father.  Mr.  (,)uinn  married  a second  time, 
in  1882.  his  wi fe  bei ng  Airs.  Alice  Daughei’ty', 
the  widow  of  Thomas  Dangdiei'ty,  ami  daiigh- 
ter  of  William  Phillips.  To  thi.-  union  thi't’e 
childi’en  have  been  born:  Two  .-ons,  Gleaves 

and  Homei'  (twiim),  and  a daughter.  -lennie 
V.  Mr.'.  (,)uinn  was  burn  in  layette  county , 
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Alahuiiia.  llei'  parents  wei’C  William  1*.  and 
Annie  11.  Phillips,  the  father  being  a native 
of  Tennessee  and  reared  in  Alabama,  the 
mother  a nati\  e of  Alabama,  d'he  [>arents 
were  married  in  1840.  The  father  was  a 
prominent  and  inllnential  farmer  of  Alabama, 
lie  died  in  Mem[)hi.s,  Tennessee,  December 
31,  1874.  Th(^  mother  is  still  living.  Mrs. 
(,)ninn  is  one  of  four  children,  three  now  liv- 
ing, these  being  Mrs.  Virginia  Avery,  Mrs. 
Alice  (^ninn,  and  Mrs.  Willie  Cheatham,  the 
deceased  one  beino-  Minnie  IT,  who  died  nn- 
marided. 


TjOllN  McCUTCllEOA  is  another  tme 
I of  the  [)opulai-  and  substantial  men  of 
Williamson  county,  Texas.  “Jack” 
McCutcheon,  as  he  is  familiarly  known,  is  a 
son  of  IVilliam  McCutcheon,  whose  name  is 
well  known  in  this  vicinity.  The  former 
was  born  in  Bastrop  comity,  Texas,  February 
4,  1840,  and  received  a fair  English  educa- 
tion in  Travis  county,  to  which  place  the 
family  moved  when  he  was  a boy.  ^Vhen  he 
was  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age  he  helped 
his  father  drive  a band  of  cattle  from  a 
point  west  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to  Quincy, 
Illinois,  being  several  months  in  making 
the  journey,  and  still  retaining  many  plea.'^- 
ant  memories  connected  with  that  trip.  He 


grew  up  on  his  fathei-’s  farm,  recei\dng  tiie 
be.'t  of  training  from  his  mothei',  who  had 
charge  of  the  farming  operations  during  her 
husband’s  absence,  he  being  engaiied  in 
teaming  and  being  away  from  home  much 
of  the  time.  "When  he  was  nineteen  Jack 
began  w’orking  fm-  wages,  receiving  313  ])cr 
month.  Early  in  life  he  had  a desire  to  ac- 
cumulate ju-ojierty,  and  by  saving  his  earn- 
inifs  ami  inve-tiim  the  same  in  hoisi-s  in  a 
lew  years  he  ”(»t  a «'<)od  ,'tart,  having  a num- 


bei’  of  horses  and  a couple  (d' hundred  dollars 
when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  In  the  spring 
of  18G2  h(^  enlisted  in  Colonel  Darnell’s  reg- 
iment, Captain  Hart’s  company,  and  soon 
afterward  joined  a regiment  of  Missouri 
State  troops,  with  Captain  Cri.sp  in  com- 
mand of  the  company  and  Colonel  Colfey  at 
the  head  of  the  regiment.  A little  later  this 
command  was  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  Confederate  government  and  was  brig- 
aded  with  Joe  Shelby.  Mr.  McCutcheon  re- 
lates with  interest  many  of  the  incidents 
connected  with  his  service  wdule  a j)rivate, 
coun'er  and  Sergeant  Major,  to  which  [>osi- 
tion  he  rose  by  merited  promotion.  In  18G4 
he  was  ti-ansferred  to  west  Texas  for  service 
on  the  Kio  Grande,  and  at  the  mouth  of 
that  river  assisted  in  the  capture  of  about 
150  Yankee  soldiei’s  from  Ohio. 

A few'  w’eeks  after  the  surrender  of  Gen- 
eral Lee  our  subject  went  home.  A small 
amount  of  money  and  some  horses  was  the 
sum  total  of  his  earthly  possessions  at  this 
time.  Soon  after  his  return  home  he  en- 
gaged to  take  a drove  of  cattle  to  Ottumwa, 
Iowa,  these  being  probably  the  lirst  Texas 
cattle  that  ever  passed  through  Kansas.  For 
this  service  he  received  $100  a month.  The 
next  season  he  and  his  brothers  and  father 
were  eipially  interested  in  a herd  of  stock 
driven  to  Kansas,  and  for  six  years  longer 
Mr.  McChitcheon  followed  the  trail  and  made 
handsome  prolits  out  of  the  business.  AVith 
these  accumulations  he  purchased  his  first 
farm  and  settled  down  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement.  He  is  now  the  [iroud  pos- 
sessor of  017  acres  of  tine  black  soil,  all 
under  fence,  in  Williamson  county,  and  also 
owns  2,000  acres  of  his  father's  headright  in 
lla.-ti-op  cminty.  llesidcs  this  he  owns  jirop- 
erty  in  'I'aylur,  Texas,  and  in  < >klahoma.  He 
i."  (aigagcd  e\tensi\fly  in  tlic  raisim^  t>f 
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huvinir  imw  on  hand  ahout  tifty  liead. 
.Ml  rum'tlii.M'  with  a 8iiug  smii  of  a few 

thou.~aiid  (iollai’S  to  his  eixalit  in  one  of  the 
national  hanks  of  d'aylor,  oi\a*s  one  an  idea 
of  the  Ino'd  work  .Mr.  MeCntcheon  ha.s  (k)ne 
binee  the  war. 

Politically,  ]\rr.  hiteheon  alHliates  with 
tlie  1 teinoeratie,  pai'ty.  He  has  nevei-  joined 
any  of  the  siscret  organizations,  nor  has  he 
ever  inanai'd. 


d()NES,  a prosjierous  anil  popular 
vonno'  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  (-iar- 
field,  Te.xas,  is  a native  of  tlie  State, 
horn  in  d’ravis  comity,  June  30,  1858. 
Ilis  oreat-graiulfather,  liobei’t  Jone.s,  wa.s  a 
Vii’ginian  hy  birth,  and  was  a soldier  in  tlie 
war  of  the  lievolntion.  lie  witnessed  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown,  and 
some  of  Ids  military  trapjiings  are  j-till  in  the 
possession  of  the  family.  He  married  a Miss 
lioberts,  and  they  liad  two  children,  their  son 
liobert  being  tlie  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
llobert  Jones,  Jr.,  received  a limited  educa- 
tion, and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a farmer. 
He  was  a Hemoerat  in  his  jxditical  views, 
and  at  one  time  was  a member  of  the  Ala- 
bama Legislature.  He,  too,  was  a native  of 
Virginia,  born  in  1783.  In  1810  he  re- 
moved to  Wilkes  coniity,  Georgia,  and  later 
to  Oglethorpe  comity,  in  the  same  State. 
About  tin-  yi-ar  LSitO  he  went  to  tIa<d<son 
comity,  Alabama,  where  he  jiassed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  lie  died  in  < tctoher, 
1S47.  lie  was  a man  of  exceptional  force  of 
charaetei,  and  ."tood  bigh  in  tlu‘  e.'timation 
of  bis  fellow-men.  In  hi.-  leligion^  faith  he 
was  a primitive  l!apti>t.  He  was  united  in 
mari'iage  to  Mary  Wdlson.  and  they  reared  a 
family  of  twelve  children:  Pleasant,  deceased. 


married  Martha  Howling;  Miles,  deci'a-ed, 
mai'ricd  Klizabeth  .Majin-s;  I)idia,  decea-ed, 
wa.'  the  wife  of  Charles  d ones  ; Ihi/.i,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Frank  Cloud;  Armstead 
married  Fliza’nefh  d’ownsend;  Melvina.  do 
ceased,  married  AVilliam  Allen;  Albert  C. 
manned  Elizabeth  Hancock;  Mary,  deceased, 
was  tin*  wife  of  A.  C.  ()lney;  Robert,  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  notice;  Louisa  married 
John  Olney;  J.  P.  lives  near  Gaidicdd ; Jane 
is  the  wife  of  C.  Graham.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  in  March,  1884,  at  the 
extreme  old  age  of  one  hundred  years  and 
eight  months. 

Robert  Jones,  father  of  R.  l'\  .lones,  was 
born  in  < )glethorpe  comity,  Georgia,  J nly  20, 
1819.  He  remained  under  the  roof  of  his 
parents  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and 
then  went  out  to  wage  life's  battle  unaided. 
He  began  his  cai'cer  as  a farmer,  and  con 
tinned  to  till  the  soil  of  the  old  States  until 
1849,  when  he  came  to  Texas  and  located  in 
Bastrop  comity.  Three  years  later  he  re. 
moved  to  Travis  comity  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm.  His  first  pnrcliase  was  357 
acres,  but  as  his  means  increased  he  bought 
other  lands,  and  at  one  time  owned  1,S(J0 
acres,  which  lie  divided  among  his  childien. 
retaining  410  acres.  Cntil  1880  he  had  de- 
voted considerable  time  to  the  raising  of 
live-stock,  lint  since  then  be  has  given  his 
attention  more  especially  to  grain.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  service  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  was  in  the  cimaoemenrs  at  Iloii.-'ton  and 
Sabine'  Pass  under  Major  Towns.  He  later 
joined  a company  for  service  on  the  Rio 
Grande  river,  and  took  lairt  in  the  la>t  fi<dit 

I ^ 

of  the  war.  Palmetto  ranch. 

In  .Maich,  ls48,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mary  1 1 ancock,  a daughter  id’  Allen  llan- 
CC'ck  and  a niece  of  Judge  JiJin  llanc'ock. 
The\'  hail  a famiR’  of  five  children:  .''ai'ali. 
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deceased,  w.as  the  wile  of  d'lioinas  Henry; 
j\fatlio  is  till'  wif(‘  of  it.  I’carco  (s(>c 
skcfdi);  Lmdsa  J.  married  II.  (h  f'estcr; 
It.  I’\ ; and  the  youngest,  Susan,  died  at  the 
iige  of  ten  year.=:.  The  niotlicr  died  in  1883. 
iind  Mr.  Jones  was  afterward  married  to  Mrs. 
Large,  ixx  Ihirnett. 

It.  F.  .lones  was  educated  in  the  district 
stdiool,  and  receive<l  a thorouo'h  training  in 
;dl  tlie  detiiils  of  agrictilture.  He  now  owns 
a line  farm  of  732  acres,  250  acres  of  which 
are  cultivated  to  cotton.  He  al."0  raises  .some 
livestock,  feeiling  from  twenty-live  to  fifty 
heail  of  cattle  tinnually.  Folitic.all  v,  lie 
atliliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  hut  he- 
voml  the  exercise  of  his  riirht  of  sulfraian 
takes  little  interest  in  the  action  of  that  body. 

lie  svas  married  Decemher  25,  1879,  to 
Miss  Annie  llerry,  a daughter  of  Jiimes  AF. 
Derry,  who  married  a Miss  Motlow.  J\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Derry  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  George,  Tom,  Annie,  Fannie,  Roh-- 
ert,  James,  and  William.  Mr.  atid  Mrs. 
Jones  have  a family  of  five  childreti : Ida. 

horn  in  September,  1880;  James,  in  August, 
1882;  Myrtle,  in  February,  1884;  Ethel,  in 
Se[)tember,  1887;  and  Hattie,  April,  1890. 
]\Ir.  Jones  has  made  a great  smwess  of  lif7n 
and  his  many  achievements  ai-e  due  to  his 
untiring  energy,  industry  and  thidft,  a most 
excellent  heritage. 

T G.  MATTHEWS,  a successful  business 
Kj  man  of  Williamson  county,  is  a son  of 
Abner  and  Senath  (Henderson)  Mat- 
thews. The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
James  Alatthews,  came  with  his  wife  fiom 
Ii'eland  to  Me(d<lenburg  county,  Noi'th  ('ai'o- 
lina,  about  tlu' time  (if  the  Revolntimiary  war, 
where  they  continued  to  rc'siih'  until  1812. 


In  that  year  they  located  in  Maury  county, 
Tenues.-ee.  where  they  both  afterward  died. 
Abner  Matthew  was  born  in  .\orth  Carolina, 
in  1792.  and  w hen  a young  man  served  with 
General  Jackson  in  the  Creek  Indian  war. 
He  was  married  in  Alaury  county,  Tennessee, 
in  1813;  in  1834  located  in  Tipton  county, 
that  State,  and  five  years  later  came  to  Texas. 
In  the  spring  of  1840  he  located  in  Travis 
county,  where  he  died  in  1802;  and  the 
mother,  a native  of  Forth  (Carolina,  died  in 
1852.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  also 
served  as  Justice  of  the  jicace,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
Henderson  family  moved  from  North  Caro- 
i lina  to  Tennessee.  Pl'ey  "’ere  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Abner  Matthews  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  viz.;  Mary  D.,  deceased;  James, 
deceased;  Nancy  xV.,  deceased;  John  G.,  the 
subject  of  thi.s  sketch;  Easter  xV.,  deceased; 

E.  S.,  a farmer  residing  throe  miles  from 
Austin;  and  Eliza  J.,  Martha  M.  and  Robert 

F. ,  deceased. 

J.  G.  Matthews  was  born  in  Maury  cotinty, 
Tennessee,  March  3,  1824,  and  was  sixteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Texas.  Din  ing  the  ’40s  he  was  principally 
eno-aoed  in  i-ano-er  .service,  was  a member 
of  a S(]uad  of  Jack  Hays’  rangers,  under 
Lieutenant  Coleman ; served  on  the  frontier 
^ and  had  many  skirmishes  with  the  Indians. 
Hi>  hoime  wa?  located  in  the  extreme  west- 
ern settlement  from  Austin.  Mr.  Matthews 
followed  farming  in  Travis  county  until 
1870,  and  for  the  following  twenty  years  was 
engaged  in  the  same  occupation  neai'  Liberty 
Hill,  William.'ou  county.  He  then  came  to 
thi>  city.  At  the  time  of  the  ani,e\ation  of 
'I'exas  to  tile  Fnited  States,  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  Captain  1 ).  C.  Caty's  company  of 
ranger>.  which  afterward  became  a part  of 
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H [STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


tlu!  ('nitc'd  States  ai’iiiyj  and  sei'ved  diiidiig 
the  Mexican  war.  He  was  pi’incipally  en- 
ga^eil  in  scouting  duty,  and  now  draws  a 
pi'iision  I'ruin  the  ( ios  ernnuMit  for  st-rvices 
rendered  in  tliat  stnnorh'.  Mr.  Matthews 
was  a ineinber  of  a volunteer  company  diii-- 
ing  tlie  latt(U'  [)art  of  the  (hvil  war,  of  whieli 
he  sei'ved  as  Lieutenant,  and  did  duty  on  the 
soutiiern  coast  of  the  State.  ILe  now  owns 
one  of  the  finest  faniis  in  Williamson  county, 
consisting  of  250  acres,  125  acres  of  which  is 
cidtisattM.  In  hispulitical  relations  he  affili- 
ates with  the  Democratic  pai’ty;  socially,  is  a 
Master  Mason ; and  religiously  an  Elder  in 
the  Cumlierland  Preshyterian  Church. 

J^Ir.  i\[atthews  was  married  in  Travis  coun- 
ty, in  Octobei',  1855,  to  Leonore  Caruthers. 
Her  [)arents  came  from  South  (hii-olina  to 
Texas  in  1852.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  seven  children,  namely;  Addie  M.,  wife 
of  K.  E.  Allen,  residing  three  miles  from 
Liberty  Hill;  Abner  P>.,  a mei’chant  of  this 
city;  Samuel  H.,  who  ah-o  resides  three  miles 
from  Liberty  Hill ; Sidney  J.,  aschool-teacher 
by  ])rofes.sion ; Neally,  attending  tlie  Hunts- 
ville Normal;  and  William  Franklin  and 
Leonora,  at  home.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  April  1,  1802,  haviiig  been  a member 
and  prominent  worker  in  the  Cumberland 
Pre.'bytei'ian  Cliurch. 


TCHAEL  H.  ELEMlXCr  comes  of 
Irish  ancestry,  his  father,  Patidck 
Fleming,  and  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Maroai'ct  Holland, 


being  native^  of  the  EimM’ald  Die,  horn  in  the 
county  ot  ( 'ork,  tht‘  lather  in  ISIO  and  the 
moihcr  III  l>2-t  d’heywere  married  in  their 
nati\e  country  in  1S52,  and  the  following 
yi'ar  came  to  zVmerica.  sigtling  in  New  York 
city,  where  they  lesiileil  until  they  died,  the 


lathei'  in  l8h-l  and  the  mother  in  1802.  'Lhe 
father  was  something  of  a nuTchant,  being  a 
dealer  in  na\al  stores,  at  which  he  earned  an 
honest  li\'clihood  foi-  himself  and  family  but 
laid  up  nothing  for  the  proverbial  “rainy 
day.’’  He  was  a type  of  his  i-ace,  genen.uis, 
impulsive,  full  of  wit,  not  over  provident, 
a Democrat  in  politics  and  a Catholic  in  re- 
ligion. d’he  motlnn-  was  an  industrious,  eco- 
nomical house-wife,  devoted  to  her  husband 
and  childi'en  and  attentive  to  all  of  Inn- duties. 
They  had  but  three  children,  the  elde.-t  dy- 
ing in  infancy,  the  second  being  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  and  the  youngest,  a daughter, 
Annie,  now  the  wife  of  Patrick  McCarty  of 
Chatham,  Columbia  county.  New  York. 

Michael  H.  Eleming  was  born  October  12, 
1854,  in  the  city  of  New  Y'ork.  His  boy- 
hood until  he  was  twelve  was  passed  in  that 
i city.  Then,  his  parents  having  died,  he 
was  sent  u[)  to  New  Lebanon  in  Columbia 
county,  where  he  was  put  to  work  on  a farm. 
Here  he  resided  some  three  or  four  years, 
working  as  a farm  hand  in  summer  and  at- 
tending  the  local  schools  in  the  winter.  Co- 
lumbia county  continued  to  be  his  home  for 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  which  time  he 
spent  as  a laborer  anmng  the  farmers  of  that 
comity  and  as  a railway  construction  hand  on 
railway  lines  in  that  vicinit}’.  In  1880  he 
came  to  Texas  and  settled  at  IMilano,  where 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Gulf,  Coloixido 
A Santa  Fe  Railroad  Company,  with  which  he 
has  cmitinued  since.  He  began  with  this 
[ company  as  a foreman  at  855  |ier  month,  and 
in  18S4  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  road 
^ master  at  a >alary  of  Sll2.5t>  per  month,  but 
ill  a I'mv  weeks  la'signcd  and  again  became 
foreman  “f  h i.' ,-ect  ion.  In  HOI  he  wa.- again 
promoted  to  the  position  ol  road  iria.'ti.'r.  but 
again  re.signi‘(l  and  ,'till  hold>  hi>  rild  poiticui 
ol  I o reman. 
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msTOHY  OF  TEXAS 


-Mr.  Kieminc'  is  one  Irisliinaii  wlio  doos 
not  thirst  fur  olHcial  distinction.  lie  is  con- 
tent to  pursue  tln^  e\’cn  tenor  of  his  way  as 
an  unpretentious  citizen,  oivini;'  to  Ids  em- 
ployers a reasonal)le  shaia‘  of  his  tiim*  and 
labor  for  what  he  receives  from  them,  reser\- 
ing  the  remainder  to  l)e  devoted  to  his  own 
pi'ivate  affairs.  How  well  he  has  pi'ofited  l>v 
this  course  can  he  easily  seen  i)y  a glances  at 
his  financial  standino.  ^Vdlen  he  came  to 
the  fState  in  1S8U  he  had  about  81-SOO,  which 
he  had  sa\  ed  from  his  eandngs  in  New  York. 
Since  then  he  has  boiicrht  512  acres  of  land 

O 

in  -Milam  county,  200  acres  of  which  is  in 
cultivation;  he  owns  ten  lots,  a residence  and 
a brick  business  bidldinir  in  ^[ilano,  and 
holds  vendor  lien  notes  to  the  amount  of  ' 
$4,000  or  $5,000.  He  has  made  all  of  this 
in  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  partly  by 
labor  ami  partly  by  judicious  investments. 

In  1879  Mr.  Flemintr  married  Miss  JMar- 

O 

garet  Molyneau.x,  a native  of  county  Kerry, 
Ireland,  and  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Molyneaux,  Mrs.  Fleming  coming  to  Amer- 
ica in  company  with  an  older  brother  when 
a nirl.  ]\[r.  and  Mrs.  F''lemincr  have  had  four 
children;  Edward;  Frank,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years;  Charlie  and  Francis.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  he  beloncrs  to  the  Knicjlits  of 
Honor,  Milano  Lodge,  No.  3,G78,  of  which 
he  is  Trustee. 

LVIN  P.  PERRY,  of  Rockdale,  is  a 
son  of  iMilton  and  Isabella  Perry  and 
a brother  of  Judge  d.  S.  Perry,  of 
Rockdale,  a sketch  fd‘  whmn  appears  iji 
this  work,  to  which  refei’cnce  may  be  had  for 
tlui  ancesti'al  history  of  .\lviu  P. 


2s:i 

d'he  latti  r was  boiai  in  i.afayc^ttc  county, 

: Missouri,  .\pril  20,  184-1,  and  reared  tlu're 
to  the  .age  (if  elex'eu,  coming  with  his  parents 
to  Texas  in  1853.  h'rom  that  date  until  1801 
' he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm,  fii’st  in  Tiaivis 
' and  then  in  ^Yashington  county,  and  attended 
the  local  scdiools.  He  was  in  Uaylor  Uni- 
vei'sity  at  Independence  when  the  wai-  came 
on,  and  quit  school  to  enter  the  ( 'oid’eilei'ate 
army,  enlistitig  iti  Company  F,  Tenth  Texas 
Infanti-y,  commanded  by  Colonel  Roger  (J 
Mills.  He  began  his  service  in  Arkansas, 
and  was  taken  prisoner  with  his  regiment  at 
the  fall  of  Arkansas  Post.  After  a confine- 
ment of  thi’ee  months  at  St.  Louis  he  was 
exchanged  at  Petersburg,  A^irginia,  and  joined 
the  army  under  Pragg,  then  at  Tullahoma, 
Tennessee,  and  was  with  13racr(r  in  his  subse- 
quent  operations  about  Chickamauga,  Mis- 
i sionary  Ridge  and  Chattanooga,  and  in  all  of 
the  Georgia  campaign  down  to  Atlanta.  On 
the  reoi'ganization  of  the  Confederate  forces 
j before  Atlanta,  he  was  placed  with  Hood,  and 
, was  with  him  on  the  return  into  Tennessee, 
taking  part  in  most  of  that  disastrous  cain- 
paigti.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Franklin,  where  he  was  taken  from  the  field 
with  a severe  gunshot  in  the  left  shoulder. 
He  was  placed  in  hospital  at  Columbia,  where 
he  remained  until  the  retreat  of  Hood’s  army, 
when  he  walk  to  Corinth,  Mississippi,  and 
thence  to  Lordville  Springs,  at  which  latter 
place  he  had  the  ball  extracted,  when  his 
wound  began  to  heal.  After  a two  Aveeks’ 
stay  in  Mississippi,  he  returned  to  Texas  on 
a furlough,  and  after  a brief  visit  home  re- 
ported for  duty  to  Colonel  Mills,  who  was 
then  at  Corsicana.  Before  being  ordered  to 
the  front  aoain  the  war  closed. 

After  the  .'iirrender  .Mr.  Perry  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Biazo>  county,  wheix*  he  i-ngaoed  in 
fanning  until  18(57.  He  then  came  to 
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-Milam  cnuiity,  ami  until  1879 
in  I'annina  (ui  tlm  San  (.laliriel,  moving 
tlifiKa'  to  the  \icinit_y  of  liockilale,  and  in 
1887  into  the  town,  where  he  now  resides, 
[.hitil  the  date  of  Ids  last  removal  he  was  en- 
jj;aged  actively  in  farndngand  later  in  tliedairy 
hn.-iness,  and  .^till  owns  Ids  farm  of  818  acres 
mail'  Kockdale.  He  also  owns  propei'ty  in 
liockdale  and  a one-foni'th  intei'est  in  the 
eotton-yai'ds  at  tlds  place,  where  since  1887 
he  has  heen  the  weigher. 

In  1871  Mr.  Perry  married  Miss  i\da 
Itaidel.  a native  of  Mississij)pi,  and  daughter 
ot  William  and  Jane  (Gordon)  Daidel,  wlio 
moved  to  Texas  about  1858  or  ’59,  settling 
in  AVilliamson  county.  To  this  union  four 
cldldren  have  been  born;  Emma,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventeen;  Andrew  P.,  Sam 
and  Harry. 

In  politics  ]\rr.  Perry  afHliate.s  with  the 
Poj)ulists.  being  a zealous  snpjiorter  of  the 
Alliance  and  kindred  organizations.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

O.  HOKjN’E,  the  leading  merchant  of 
Manchaca,  Travis  county,  was  born  in 
Lawi'ence  county,  Alabama.  Deceiniter 
5,  1831,  a son  of  A.  O.  and  Elizabeth 
(Tliornl»rongh)  Horne,  of  German  and  Irish 
tlescent.  The  first  of  the  Horne  family  in 
America  came  in  Coloidal  times,  settling  in 
Pennsvlvaida.  The  gi'andfather  of  onr  sub- 
ject,  AVilliam  Horne,  was  a soldier  during  the 
seven  years  of  the  Kevoliitionary  war,  and 
was  mari'ied  to  a Miss  Ogden,  a tnember  of 
the  family  of  that  name  since  quite  piannin- 
iMit  in  thi'  country,  and  a relative  of  ,lndo-e 
()gd(‘n.  of  San  Antoido.  J’he  father  (d' onr 
■■'ubject  wa^  burn  in  (“a.^t  Tennessee,  in  1798; 
was  married  in  Lawi’ence  county,  Alabama, 


in  1849;  removed  to  lliinoi^;  shortly  after- 
wai’d  to  Jtdmson  county,  Missoni’i,  and  in 
1849  to  Austin,  Texas,  where  he  lived  con- 
tinuously until  his  death,  July  1,  1879.  The 
mother  dcjiai’ted  this  life,  in  1895.  Dni’ing 
hi.s  I’esiihmce  in  Alabama  Mr.  Horne  was  a 
member  (d'  the  Legislatui’e,  and,  although  a 
licensed  lawyer,  never  practiced  his  profes- 
sion, ])i’eferring  to  engage  in  educational 
work,  having  taught  scho<d  tin*  most  of  his 
life.  He  was  a member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Chui’ch.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horne 
were  the  pai’ents  of  ten  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  viz.:  Will- 
iam T.,  who  died  the  same  year  as  his  father, 
was  for  a number  of  yeai’s  a physician  of  Aus- 
tin; James  A.,  deceased  in  1849,  was  also  a 
jihysician  of  that  city;  Sarah  O.  married 
Leander  Brown,  a prominent  citizen  of  Aus- 
tin, and  both  are  now  deceased;  Malcom  G., 
a farmer  of  Hill  county,  Texas;  Archibald, 
deceased;  Jonatlian  B.,  deceased;  and  A.  U., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  latter  grew  to  manhood  in  Texas,  and 
received  an  ordinary  English  education.  At 
the  opening  of  the  Civil  war,  not  l)eing  a be- 
liever in  that  struggle,  he  obtained  a detail 
to  make  salt;  but  in  April,  1805,  he  joined 
the  Second  Texas  Cavalry,  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, at  New  Orleans,  and  served  until 
November,  1865.  He  was  probably  the  last 
man  wounded  in  the  war,  having  received  a 
ball  in  the  thigh  in  the  engagement  at  Pal- 
metto ranch,  on  Uio  Grande  river.  Thi.s  bat- 
tle occuri’ed  after  the  surrender  of  both  Lee 
and  Johnston. 

After  the  close  of  hostilities.  Mi’.  Horne 
was  engaged  in  business  for  a time  in  Austin, 
then  at  Prairie  Lea,  Caldwell  county,  then 
spent  some  time  in  the  State  Comptroller's 
otlici*,  and  next  was  cuo-aoed  as  chief  clerk  in 
the  State  Treasui’cr's  ollice,  until  the  State 
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went  I )<,Mii(iCi  uric,  ill  1874,  when  lie  cntcMcil 
the  Internal  lu'vemie  tervice  in  l''el,niary. 
1871L  as  slerekei'per  and  n-an^er  at  A\7ico, 
'l\‘.\as;  \va>  ordered  to  take  elnir^e  of  the  San 
Antonio  I )i vision  of  the  d'liird  Internal  Kev- 
eiiiie  I)i^trict  of  Texas  in  June,  1870;  in 

1881.  onUued  to  the  home  olliee  at  Austin, 
Texas,  where  hc^  was  ehief  clerk  from  July, 

1882,  until  the  otiice  was  turned  over  to 
President  Cleveland,  elected  in  1884.  In 
1880  he  hegan  merchandising  in  this  city, 
and  the  linn  of  Ilonie  A Son  now  cari-y  a 
oencral  stock  amountino'  to  810, ()()(). 

Mr.  Ilorne  was  married  in  Caldwell  county, 
December  5,  1867,  to  Mary  C.  Dougherty. 
They  have  had  two  sons:  Louis,  who  gradu- 

ated at  the  Texas  Univei'sity  in  the  class  of 
1889,  with  tlie  deoree  of  B.  L.,  is  now  en- 
traoed  in  business  with  his  father ; and  Hand- 
son,  deceased  in  infancy.  Mr.  Ilorne  syin- 
jiathizes  with  the  Kepublican  party  in  politi- 
cal matters;  socially,  is  a memderof  the  Odd 
Fellows,  and  religiously  has  been  au  Elder  in 
the  Cumberlaud  Presbyterian  Church  for 
thirty  years. 

F.  KIMBKO,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  AVilliamson  county,  was 
-1  born  in  Bedford  county,  Tennessee, 
November  20,  1833,  a son  of  Daniel  and 
Polly  (Gilbert)  Kiinhro,  early  settlers  of 
iSouth  Carolina.  The  maternal  grandmother 
of  our  subject,  Cynthia  P.  Brown,  was  a na- 
tive of  Ohio.  Botli  the  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal grandfathers  toede  part  in  the  war  for 
independence,  the  [laternal  family  having  re- 
sided near  Guilford  ('ourt  House  at  that 
time.  Daniel  Kimbro  moved  with  his  father 
to  'I’en ne.'-sce  when  only  foui-  year, s of  age. 
locating  in  Bedfoid  county,  whei'e  he  was 


n-araal ; he  married  Mar\’  Gllliert  id'  Tenm.''- 
see.  At  that  |ihi(a‘  lu‘  was  e.iigagr-d  at  the 
meehanic'.'^  trade. 

In  1836,  \ ia  New  ( trloan.-',  he  came  to  San 
Augustine  county,  Texas,  and  in  the  spring 
(d'  1837,  in  cnmjKiny  with  several  other  fami- 
lies, John  Glasscrick  and  Taylor  Smith  being 
among  the  iiumlaT.  he  located  in  the  town  of 
Bastrop.  There  he  erected  a shop  for  the 
purpose  of  making  looms,  s[)inning-wheels, 
(diairs,  wagons,  etc.,  which  was  the  tiiwt  shop 
established  in  the  town,  and  many  of  the 
articles  made  there  are  still  to  be  found  in 
the  county.  Among  the  families  living  in 
this  county  on  Air.  Ivimbro’s  arrival  and  set- 
tling here  soon  afterward  are:  Mr.  Tatum, 

who  erected  the  first  gidstm ill;  a Mr.  Gamble, 
the  first  hotel  man;  Air.  Bissell,  a merchant; 
Robert  and  Bill  Readon,  also  merchants;  a 
Air.  Castleman,  and  the  AVells  family.  The 
Indians  were  then  quite  troublesome,  and  the 
settlers  ei'ected  a fort  on  the  banks  of  the 
river.  Air.  Kimbro  was  in  many  expeditions 
against  the  Indians,  was  a member  of  the 
company  who  participated  in  the  Alex i can 
wars,  and  had  many  narrow  escapes  from 
death.  He  resided  in  Bastrop  county  until 
the  fall  of  1846,  when  he  located  on  the 
creek  known  as  Brushy,  then  in  Alilam,  now 
Williamson Tounty,  where  his  nearest  neigh- 
bors were  five  and  eight  miles  distant.  Alill- 
ing  was  done  at  Austin  and  Bastrop,  the 
former  a distance  of  twenty-five  miles.  AV’hile 
there  Air.  Kimbro  was  enmiged  in  farming 
and  at  the  mechanic's  trade.  He  made  the 
celehrated  Kimhro  stirrup  for  saddles,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  .'hots  in  the 
State.  His  death  occurred  in  thi^  county  in 
1882,  his  wife  having  died  about  1851.  They 
were  the  pai'cntsof  six  children,  five  of  wdiom 
giX'W  to  years  of  maturity:  E.  P.,  our  sub- 

ject; Garrett,  deceased;  N'ethera  E.,  wife  of 
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<K)lm  'J\  Price,  of  Travis  county;  Veiiary, 
deceased;  and  (’.  M.,  a resident  of  Ai’kansas. 

E.  U.  Kinibro,  the  snlrjectuf  this  sketch, 
came  to  this  State  at  the  age  of  four  years, 
and  from  infancy  was  ohliged  to  rely  upon 
liimself  fur  jjrotection  against  wild  beasts  and 
wilder  and  more  danoerous  foes,  the  red  men 
of  the  West.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
lie  began  hauling  lumber  for  the  second 
State  capitol  at  Austin,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  engaged  in  raising  (aittle 
and  horses.  In  1801  he  located  near  where 
Taylor  now  stands.  In  1802  Mr.  Kimbro 
joined  a company  of  militia  for  the  late  war, 
later  became  a member  of  Colonel  Easley’s 
company.  Colonel  '''N . L.  Mann’s  regiment  of 
cavalry,  served  on  the  island  of  Galveston,  and 
surrendered  at  Galveston.  After  returning 
home  he  found  most  of  his  stock  gone,  and 
recovered  only  about  one-half  of  his  original 
number.  In  1807  he  removed  to  Travis 
county,  for  the  purpose  of  educating  his 
daughters  at  Parsons’  Seminary;  spent  four 
years  at  Georgeto"  ii,  and  in  18U1  came  to 
Taylor,  Williamson  county,  lie  owns  a 
beautiful  residence  in  this  city,  and  has  three 
good  farms  in  Williamson  county,  450  acres 
of  which  is  cultivated. 

Mr.  Kimbro  was  married,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  yeai'S,  to  Miss  Luckida  Avery,  a 
daughter  of  Willis  and  Elzana  (Weeks) 
Avery,  natives  of  Korth  Carolina  and  Ken- 
tucky, respectively.  The  parents  moved  to 
Missouri  when  young,  where  they  were  after- 
ward married.  In  1832  they  came  with 
Austin’s  first  colony  to  Bastrop  county,  where 
Mr.  Averv  engaimd  in  farmino-  and  stock- 
raising,  lie  was  in  many  cam|)aigns  against 
the  Indians;  participati'd  in  the  battle  of  San 
.Jacinto,  and  al>n  took  part  in  the  engagement 
fought  by  the  settlers  on  what  was  called  Map 
Battle  Creek,  near  where  Taylor  now  stands. 


whei'C  foui-  of  the  leading  citizens  were 
killed  .lake  llnrleson,  1 taiiiel  Cilliland, 
Ca])tain  Waltei's  and  a Mr.  Blakey.  The 
first  S([iiad  of  thirty-  which  attackial  the  In- 
dians were  repulsed,  and  on  returning  were 
met  by  Caj)tain  Ed  Burleson,  and  they  again 
opened  lire.  Both  1 ndians  ami  whites  cani|ied 
on  the  battlefield  that  nioht,  but  in  the 
morning  the  Indians  had  vanished.  Mr.  and 
Ml'S.  Avery  had  the  followirig  children: 
IN'ancy,  widow  of  William  Bryant;  Malinda, 
deceasetl;  Vincent  R.  C.,  and  W.  T.,of  Will- 
iamson county;  Lucinda,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Willis,  deceased;  Henry,  of  Mills  county, 
Te.xas;  .John  C.,  of  Llano  county;  and  llai-- 
riet,  wife  of  Thomas  Chiastian  The  wife 
and  mother  died  in  1870.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kimbro  have  had  five  children : II.  Eredonia, 
wife  of  R.  B.  Pumphrey;  .Josephine,  wife  of 
G.  M.  Kirkendall;  Kate,  at  home;  Edwin,  de- 
ceased; and  Henry,  of  this  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kimbro  are  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  and  the  former  also  affiliates 
with  the  A.  E.  & A.  M. 


AMES  C.  ELIHOTT,  hotel-keeper  and 
lumber  merchant  of  Thorndale,  Milam 
county,  is  a native  of  Tennessee,  born 
in  1839,  and  is  a son  of  Robert  L.  and  Mai-y 
Eliza  Elliott,  who  were  natives,  the  father  of 
Tennessee,  !)orn  in  1810,  and  the  mother  of 
Alabama.  His  parents  were  married  in 
xVlabama,  in  1837,  and  moved  in  1848  to 
Texas,  making  their  first  stoj)  in  Cherokee 
county,  wlumce  they  moved  to  (hildwell 
county,  and  later  to  Bell  county.  Tin*  father 
died  in  the  y(‘ar  1804,  in  Williamson  county, 
near  Coni  Hill,  the  mother  hav  ing  died  in 
Bell  county  in  1852.  4'he  father  was  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  pvissessed 
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iiieaiis,  K‘(l  a mieveiitrul  life  ami  died 

ill  the  e.^tecin  of  tlio^e  among  whom  his  lih> 
had  been  passed.  lie  wa.s  three  times  mar- 
ried, tii'st  to  I’armelia  Clair,  who  died  child- 
less; secondly  to  the  mother  of  the  sidijcctof 
this  sketch,  and  thirdly  to  Elizaheth  Teague, 
who  bore  him  four  children.  Mary  Eliza 
Elliott,  second  wife  of  Kobei't  L.  Elliott  and  ; 
mother  of  dames  C.  Elliott,  was  a daughter 
of  Uobert  C.  Reed,  who  was  a [irospei'ous  \ 
Alabama  planter  and  herself  a lady  of  jdous  I 
Christian  life.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  notice  is 
the  tecond  in  age.  Her  ehlest  child  was  lleni'y 
IE,  who  died  after  reaching  manhood;  iMartha 
L is  the  wife  of  John  M.  Roberts  of  Bell 
county,  Te.\as;  Thomas,  who  died  in  the 
Confederate  army  in  1862:  William  N.  died 
after  reaching  manhood;  Richard  is  a resi- 
dent of  McCulloch  county,  this  State;  and 
Mary,  who  died  at  about  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  unmarried. 

James  C.  Elliott  was  ten  years  old  when 
his  jiarents  moved  to  this  State.  Ilis  youth 
was  passed  in  Cherokee,  Caldwell  and  Bell 
counties.  In  1861  he  entered  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  enlisting  in  Company  K,  First 
Te.xas  Cavaliy,  witli  which  he  served  during 
the  war,  mostly  in  Louisiana  and  Texas,  being 
much  of  the  time  on  the  skirmish  line  be- 
tween the  Union  and  Confederate  lines,  lie 
took  part  in  the  series  of  engagements  fol- 
lowing Banks’  Red  river  campaign  and  sur- 
rendered at  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  in  May, 
1865.  Returning  home  he  was  eima^red  in 
driving  stock  until  1868,  when  he  marrierl 
and  settled  on  a farm  in  Milam  county,  six 
miles  south  of  Thorndale,  where  for  tifteim 
years  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  In  18'sJ 
he  moved  to  Thorndale  and  eimao(‘d  in  the 

O O 

hotel  business,  returidno'  to  his  farm  in  about 
eighteen  months,  but  taking  the  hottd  again 


in  IS'.M),  which  lu‘  i.~.  now  runtdng.  in  con- 
nection  with  the  lumber  business.  Besides 
his  farm  he  owns  jii'operty  in  Thonidale  and 
a very  good  hotel  and  lumber  trade  in  that 
place. 

June  17,  1868,  Mr.  Elliott  mari-ied  .Miss 
Sarah  E.  Mills,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Mills,  who  moved  to  Te.xas,  from  Mis- 
souri, and  by  this  union  he  had  six  children: 
Joseph,;  Thomas  R.;  Ida,  deceased;  Minnie; 
Jennie,  and  W’illis  Burton. 

iMi'.  Elliott  has  Idled  the  usual  numher  of 
local  ottices  iii  his  neighborhood ; is  inde])end- 
ent  in  politics,  but  a member  of  the  Alliance 
and  Grange,  and  both  he  and  his'wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

F.  ALLISON,  a farmer  and  pioneer 
of  Williamson  county,  was  born  in 
Hardeman  county,  Tennessee,  J idy  29, 
1830,  a son  of  Elisha  C.  and  Margaret  M. 
(Neely)  Allison,  natives  of  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina  respectively.  The  father  was 
a son  of  John  Allison,  a native  of  Virginia, 
and  the  latter’s  father,  a Scotchman,  was 
kilknl  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  John  Alli- 
son learned  the  trade  of  blacksmithing  in 
Virginia,  was  a prominent  slave-owner,  and 
moved  to  Tennessee.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  reared  in  the  latter  State,  and  after 
coming  to  Williamson  county,  Texas,  became 
a prominent  land  and  slave  owner.  His  death 
occurred  in  thisconntyin  1871.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  in  1867.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Allison  were  the  parents  t»f  ten  children, 
I'ight  of  whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity, 
viz.:  J.  f'.,  our  subject;  Mary  S.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  E.  .Morris;  Sai'ah  J.,  wife  of 
James  J.  Viiing;  Elizabeth  A.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  11.  Smith,  Margaret,  wifc“  of 
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llltiTOllY  Ob'  7'A’AM.S, 


AV.J.  Jamison  ;E.  P.,a  rarmeruf  AVilliamson 
county;  S.  N.,  a I'armci'  ami  j^iiiiKM'uf  this 
cuuutv;  ami  Iv.  C.,  also  a fanner  of  William- 
son county. 

.1  F.  ^Vllison  came  (o  Texas  with  his 
father  ami  family  iu  1835,  when  only  five 
years  of  age,  settling  in  St.  xlngustine 
county.  At  the  outbreak  ol  tlie  war  the 
family  went  with  many  of  the  settlei’s  to  the 
State?  line,  and  after  their  return  moved  to 
Sabine  comity.  In  18-17  they  came  to  AVill- 
iamson county,  and  at  that  time  only  a few 
settlers  were  scattered  through  the  county. 
Here  oui- subject  grew  to  manhood,  cast  his 
first  vote,  and  paid  his  first  taxes.  The  In- 
dians were  scattered  over  the  country,  but 
were  friendly,  and  game  of  all  kinds  was 
plentiful.  In  1856  Mr.  Allison  built  a log 
cabin  near  where  he  now  lives,  and  at  that 
time  was  pidncipally  engaged  in  the  raising 
of  horses.  In  1862  he  joined  an  independent 
company  for  service  in  the  late  war,  but  later 
became  a member  of  Baylor’s  regiment,  was 
detailed  many  difterent  times  for  difi’erent 
work,  and  after  the  close  of  the  struggle  he 
resumed  farming  and  stock-raising.  At  one 
time  he  owned  700  acres  of  land,  but  has 
since  given  to  his  children  until  he  now  has 
only  the  old  homestead.  Ilis  land  is  well 
improved,  and  he  has  a good,  commodious 
residence. 

Mr.  Allison  was  married  in  1856,  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Alarsh,  a native  of  Missouri  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Marsh, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  The  father  died  in 
Alissouri,  and  in  1850  the  mother  brought 
her  family  of  seven  childi-en  to  AV^illiamson 
comity.  Texas.  Our  subject  and  wife  had 
seven  childrim:  Ei-astus  A.,  a travelei'  by 

occupation;  Francis  A.,  a farumrof  AVilliam- 
son county;  Elijah  Ik,  engaged  in  the  I'ail- 
road  simps  at  Temjile;  Samantha  A.,  wife  of 


I . Al.  Ftziiian,  a mcndiaut  of  Taylor.  All  s. 
Allis(.)n  died  iu  Decemliei',  1870,  and  f’eb- 
ruai'v  0,  1881,  Mr.  Allison  married  Airs. 
A irginia  xM.  Blackburn,  a daughter  of  John 

II.  and  Alariah  (Rogers)  Ferguson,  the  former 
a native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Ohio. 
The  Rogei’s  family  came  from  England  to 
America,  locating  in  Aew  York.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Fergu.son  moved  to  St.  Louis  in  an 
early  day,  witnessed  nearly  its  comph“te 
development,  and  both  died  in  that  city,  the 
father  iu  1861  and  the  mother  in  1800.  Airs. 
Allison  was'  married  in  St.  Louis  to  Air. 
Blackburn  and  they  had  two  sons,  — Alorris 
L.,  of  Cairo,  Illinois,  and  Charles  E.,  an 
engineei’  at  Buehlo,  Colorado.  Air.  rlllison 
established  the  post  office  at  Connell,  of 
which  he  was  appointed  Postmaster.  Relig- 
iousl}',  he  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Ciiurch, 
and  his  wife  of  the  Alethodist  Church. 


F.  AIAKTTN,  proprietor  of  the  Aus- 
tin AA’^hite  Lime  AVorks,  is  a self-made 
man,  and  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous and  progressive  citizens  of  Travis 
county.  lie  was  born  in  the  city  of  Austin, 
October  8,  1856,  and  received  his  education 
here,  in  a German-American  institution  on 
Red  River  street.  He  was  also  a student  at 
Dyrenforth’s  Commercial  College,  Chicago, 
tiuishing  the  coui'se  in  1871,  before  the  great 
lire  swept  that  city.  The  drug  business 
presenting  many  attractions  to  Air.  Alartin, 
he  engaimd  as  clerk  to  learn  the  business,  but, 
his  health  failing  him  after  about  two  years, 
he  made  a change  and  seem-ed  a position  as 
bo(.)kkeeper  with  the  linn  of  11.  ,1.  H ludc 
A Co.,  lumber  dealers,  of  A’ictoria,  Texas, 
rpon  leaving  tludr  employ,  he  went  to 
Alcmphis,  Tennessee,  where  he  secured  a 
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msTOllY  Oh'  TEXAS. 


jH)sitioii  as  Ixjokkerpcr  in  a wliolosale  liousta 
wliidi  Ik‘  held  foi'  two  \ears  and  a hall’.  i\t 
this  time  lie  was  olkered  the  [lo^ition  of  flay- 
ing and  reeeivini^  teller  in  the  private  hank- 
ino  house  c»f  A.  Ik  Woohlrid<^e,  Austin,  and 
served  with  emiiumt  success  and  satisfaction 
until  he  resiiMied,  to  eimaoe  in  the  lime 
manufacture,  at  liound  liock,  and  was  there 
for  a period  of  five  years.  He  then  fonned 
a partnership  with  J\Ir.  J.  J.  Walker,  of 
Austin,  and  estahlishcd  a hnsiness  at  McNeil, 
Travis  county.  They  constructed  kilns,  liavina 
a capacity  of  100  haiTcls  a day,  hut  since 
Mr.  Walker’s  retirement,  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year,  Mr.  iMartin  has  inci’eased  the  capac- 
ity to  300  barreks  daily,  and  now  owns  and 
operates  the  lai'i^est  and  most  complete  lime 
works  in  Texas.  From  twenty  to  fifty  men 
are  employed,  and  the  trade  extends  throngh- 
ont  the  State  of  Texas,  penetrating  even  the 
“‘Fan  Handle,”  and  demanding  for  its  supply 
over  50,000  barrels  annually.  In  addition 
to  this  industry,  Mr.  Martin  conducts  a 
general  mercantile  business,  at  McNeil,  carry- 
ing a general  stock  of  dry-goods,  groceries, 
boots,  shoes,  etc.  His  works  are  very  favor- 
ably located  in  regard  to  shipping  facilities, 
being  situated  on  the  International  & Great 
Noi'thern,  and  the  Houston  A Texas  Central 
Railroads.  The  general  office  of  his  business 
is  at  Austin,  where  he  is  also  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  lime,  cement,  and  other  building 
material,  his  warehouses  being  located  on  the 
Houston  A Texas  Central  Raili’oad,  near 
the  fi'eight  depot. 

Joseph  IMartin,  tather  of  A.  F.  iMartin,  was 
born  in  Baden  Bailen,  (4ermany,  and  died  in 
Austin,  Texas,  in  1870.  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  He  was  finely  educated,  heing  a grad- 
uate of  one  of  Germany's  universities.  He 
emigrated  to  America  in  IS  10,  and  came 
directly  to  Texas  after  landing,  stopping  at 


28  tl 

Indianula.  He  secured  a jiosition  as  civil 
engineer  with  a company,  locating  a new 
railroad,  and  afterward  was  employed  in  the 
State  Jatml  ()llice  as  draughtsman,  a work  for 
which  he  was  peculiaidy  litted,  and  which  he 
continued  to  do  until  his  death.  He  was 
married  to  Theresa  Huck,  a sister  of  H.  J. 
H lick,  of  Austin,  and  J.  vV.  Huck  of  Chicago. 
IMrs.  Martin  was  born  in  Badcm  Baden,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  a few  years  after 
her  husband.  She  survives  him,  at  the  ao-e 
of  sixty-five  years.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children':  C.  J.,  a grain  merchant,  of 
Austin;  A.  F.,  the  suhject  of  this  notice; 
Laura,  wife  of  Frof.  Buckman,  of  the  Alamo 
Business  College;  A.  A.,  proprietor  of  the 
Capital  City  Cornice  Works;  and  J.  A.,  of 
Austin,  a partner  of  C.  J.,  in  the  grain  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Martin  was  united  in  marriage, 
February  15,  1886,  to  Mary  Agnes,  a sister 
of  S.  y.  Dooley,  a citizen  of  Round  Rock, 
Texas,  but  a native  of  Ireland;  Mrs.  Martin 
also  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  in  1862. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Mary,  Anna  and  Alberta,  and  are  residents  of 
Austin.  Texas.  Their  residence  is  beautifully 
situated  on  one  of  the  hills  near  the  Con- 
federate Home,  on  West  Sixth  street,  which 
he  had  built  in  the  year  1889. 

G.  GORDON,  a farmer  of  ATilliamson 
couniy,  was  born  in  Giles  county,  Ten- 
nessee, August  25,  1828,  a sun  of  An- 
drew' and  Eliza  Iv.  (Goff)  Gordon,  the  former 
a native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  father  wa.->  a son  of  Rohert  Gor- 
don. a native  of  Virginia,  who  remo\ed  to 
Kentucky  iu  an  early  day.  and  later  went 
to  Tennessee.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
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uiir  siil)ject,  .lolin  Ciolf,  was  also  a native  oF 
Virginia,  came  to  Texas  after  tlie  late  war, 
ami  died  here  in  l.SOd,  aged  ninety-two  years. 
The  father  of  our  subject  iilled  many  minor 
ollices  of  Ids  county,  was  a fanner  by  occu- 
pation, and  was  a great  hunter.  After  com- 
ino  to  this  State  he  bought  over  700  acres  of 
land,  of  which  he  cultivated  225  acres,  and 
was  a slaveowner.  He  died  June  24,  1880. 
Ilis  wife  departed  tins  life  January  28,  1872. 
Mr.  and  Mi's.  Gordon  wei'e  the  ])areTits  of 
eleven  children,  viz.:  Jaiie  M.,  wife  of  4V. 
A.  Daniel;  Robert  Al.,  deceased  at  the  age  of 
six  months;  J.  G.,  our  subject;  Alary  J. 
married  R.  S.  Wylie,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased; Eliza  K.  married  O.  AI.  Lesueui’; 
Andrew  F.,  deceased  in  1873;  David  Al., 
who  died  in  the  army,  in  1802;  Geoi'ge  W., 
a resident  of  Aleinphis,  Tennessee;  Sarah  E., 
deceased  in  1860;  AVilliain  II.  II.,  who  \vas 
killed  dui'ing  the  war,  Alay  27,  1864,  at  iS’ew 
Hope  Church;  and  Nancy  AL,  who  married 
Tliomas  Lane.  The  children  are  all  now  de- 
ceased but  our  subject  and  G.  AV. 

J.  G.  Gordon  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Alississippi  in  1843,  and  in  1853  came  to 
Williamson  county,  Texas.  In  the  following 
year  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Austin,  but  sold  his  store  at  the  opening  of 
the  late  war.  lie  was  employed  as  Clerk  in 
the  Land  Office  from  1863  until  the  close  of 
the  struggle,  alter  which  he  again  engaged 
in  merchandising,  and  in  1870  removed  to 
his  present  fann  in  Williamson  county,  and 
also  controls  other  tracts  of  land.  He  has 
sixty  aci'es  of  his  farm  iindei'  a fine  state  of 
cultivation.  When  Air.  Goi'don  came  to  this 
locality  it  was  but  spai'sely  settled,  and  game 
of  all  kinds  was  plentiful.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  pai't  in  ])ublic  afi’aii's,  served 
as  I'oiintv  Treasurer  ot  Tra\  is  county,  was 
a candidate  for  the  same  office  in  this  county. 


j has  always  suppoi'ted  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  well  j)osted  on  all  general  questions. 
In  a<ldition  to  his  farming  and  other  inter- 
I ests.  Air.  Gordon  has  also  given  some  atten- 
tion to  stock-raising  and  pidvate  surveying, 
and  is  an  aoent  for  the  sale  of  lands. 

O 

' He  was  manded  at  Austin,  in  1862,  to 
Aliss  L.  R.  Thompson,  who  was  born  in 
Nashville,  Texas,  September  26,  1838,  a 
daughter  of  W.  1).  Thompson,  a native  of 
Georgia.  The  father  came  to  Texas  in  1831, 
was  a sohlier  with  Ward  and  Pease  in  1837, 
i and  afterwaial  hecaine  a lanm  land  owner  of 
Austin.  He  was  a jmblic-spirited  man, 
sei’ved  in  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  and 
alter  the  close  of  the  late  war  returned  to 
Rurleson  county,  where  he  dierl  in  1866. 
He  was  always  a libei’al  contributor  to 
churches,  but  was  never  a membei-  of  any 
denomination. 

Air.  Thompson  married  Permelia  A.  Evans, 
a native  of  Tennessee.  Her  brother,  D.  J. 
Evans,  is  a resident  of  Texas.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Tbc)mpson  had  eight  children:  Alexander  C., 
D.  D.,  Ann  C.  (deceased),  Louisa  R.,  Jasper 
AL,  Elizabeth  R.,  Lucinda  L.  and  Knox. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Gordon  have  had  two  children, 
-II  arrison,  deceased  in  October,  1870;  and 
William  A.,  attending  school  at  Austin.  Air. 
Gordon  was  formerly  a menilier  of  the  AVhig 
party,  but  since  the  war  has  been  identified 
with  the  Democratic  [tarty. 


[r^  P.  CROSLIN  has  been  identified  with 
the  agricnltiii'al  interests  of  AVilliam- 
son  county  since  1881,  when  he  rc- 
movt'd  from  his  native  State  to  Texas.  He 
was  born  in  middle  Tennessee  July  8,  1836; 
there  he  orew  to  manhood  in  Pobertson,  and 
ri'ceived  a limited  education.  -Vt  the  age  of 
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eiglitccMi  yt'iirs  lic' liccamo  SL“ir-6ii[)poiiiii<x,  cmi-  | 
ira^iiip;  ill  I'armiiiir;  lie  en Itivateil  laiul  on  tlu'  ' 
shares  lur  a jieriod  of  three  wai’s,  am!  then  ! 
tnrneil  liis  attention  to  slioeinak in<r,  as  lie  I 

■ I 

eoiieliidc'd  he  umiild  master  a trade.  At  tin* 
end  of  twelve  inmiths,  however,  he  returned 
to  the  |)low  and  hoe,  having  purchased  a 
a small  farm,  on  \vhieli  he  I'esided  eight  years. 

W.  W.  Crosliii,  liis  father,  was  horn  in 
Smith  county,  Tentiesscie,  in  1805;  he  was  a j 
slave-owner,  and  was  a moderately  successful  ' 
planter.  lie  married  Catharine  liyium,  a i 
daughter  of  Simeon  livruni  and  one  of  a j 
family  of  eleven  cliildi-en;  her  mother’s  j 
maiden  mime  was  Stork.  They  had  a family  ! 
of  live  children : Tamar,  wife  of  If.  1).  Hulsey; 
one  child,  who  died  in  infancy;  S.  H.,  the 
subject  of  this  notice;  W.  J>.;  and  Sarah,  de- 
ceased, who  was  the  wife  of  S.  T.  Hell.  The  | 
father  died  in  1841,  and  the  mother  was  mar-  j 
ried  a second  time,  being  united  to  Anderson  | 
Jones;  she  died  in  April,  1865.  j 

After  a varied  career  in  his  native  State  i 
S.  r Croslin  came  to  Te.xas  in  1881,  as  he  | 
lore  stated.  Crippled  hy  a white  swelling,  | 
he  was  unable  to  perform  military  service  dur-  i 
ing  the  Civil  war.  The  first  si.x  years  of  his 
residence  in  Williamson  county  he  farmed  | 
on  rented  lard;  he  now  owns  a desirable  | 
body  of  seventy-six  acres,  fifty  of  which  are 
under  cultivation;  in  1801  he  gathered  nine- 
teen bales  of  cotton,  and  the  following  year  i 
increased  the  yield  to  twenty-seven  liales.  | 
As  the  result  of  years  of  close  ap[)lic.ition  I 
and  excellent  management  he  is  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances. liis  farm  is  well  improved,  and 
well  stocked  with  good  grades  of  animals.  I 
.Mr.  Croslin  was  married  in  Angimt,  1878, 
to  X.  ;\.  Ibiiid.  a daiiohter  nf  .Miles  and 
Klizabeth  (^Ilarris)  llaird.  and  one  of  a family 
of  twelve  children.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Cm.-lin 
are  the  pai’cnts  ot'  li\e  children:  Xorinan.  j 


2!)1 

John,  Lizzie,  Fannie  ami  Lavita.  In  all  the 
relations  of  life  .Mr.  Croslin  has  shown  him- 
self a man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and  has 
won  the  entire  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  been  associated. 


CO  ^ ^ (f) 

^ rtl 


d|  M.  HIJUIHS,  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Texas,  and  a farmer  of 
^ ATilliamson  county,  was  Irorn  in  Mis- 
souri, X'ovember  25,  1815,  a son  of  David 
and  XTdlie  (Lackey)  Burris,  natives  of  New 
\ ork.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  David 
Burris  emigrated  to  Missouri  at  a vei'y  early 
day,  when  it  was  yet  a Territory,  and  for 
seven  years  after  locating  there  was  obliged  to 
fight  the  Indians.  They  lived  in  forts,  and 
at  one  time  their  cabin  had  a strong  puncheon 
door,  in  which  was  a hole  to  put  the  hand  to 
open  the  door.  At  one  time  a neighbor  of 
our  subject  remained  alone  during  the  day, 
and  the  Indians  made  a raid  on  the  house. 
She  closed  the  door,  but  an  Indian  ran  his 
hand  through  the  hole,  ajid  she  cut  his  hand 
off  with  an  ax.  After  the  Indians  had  gone 
she  took  the  hand  and  made  her  escape  to 
the  fort.  iMr.  and  iMrs.  Burris  had  a laroe 
family  of  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  third  child,  and  he  is  supposed  to  be  the 
only  one  now  living.  One  brother  came  to 
Texas  and  died  in  Collin  county. 

J.  M.  Burris  was  early  inured  to  farm 
labor.  In  the  fall  of  1887  he  emigrated  to 
Texas,  in  company  with  several  families,  and 
was  three  months  on  the  road.  He  located 
in  Bed  Biver  county,  where  he  first  farmed 
on  reiittMl  laud,  and  remained  in  that  county 
se\(‘ral  year-.  He  next  bought  wild  land  in 
'I’ltii.^  cmiiitv,  one  and  one-half  mile>  from 
where  Dangerliidd  now  stands,  at'terwar<l 
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went  to  Ilo|.l  <ins  comity,  and  in  184, S came 
to  Willi  amsoii  county.  M r.  I inrri.';  pur 
chased  TOO  acres  of  land,  crectt'd  a jiole 
shanty,  fenced  I'orty  acres,  and  the  first  year 
raised  a oood  ci-o])  of  corn.  He  addc'd  to  his 
orioinal  purchase  until  lie  owned  over  l,i300 
acres  of  land,  lint  has  since  ;L^iven  to  his  (diil- 
dren  until  he  now  has  only  the  old  home- 
stead, 150  acres  of  which  is  under  a fine 
state  of  cultivation.  He  also  owns  two  other 
improved  farms.  Ilefore  the  war  he  owned 
a nnmher  of  sla\’es,  and  followed  farming  and  i 
stock- raisino  on  a laroe  scale,  hut  since  IS, SO 
lie  has  given  his  attention  entirely  to  the  ' 
former  occupation.  When  Mr.  Burris  first 
came  to  this  county  it  was  known  as  Milam  i 
district,  and  there  were  only  about  si.\  fam- 
ilies in  what  is  now  Williamson  county.  The 
Indians  were  friendly,  Imt  while  in  Titus 
county  they  gave  him  consider, able  tronbhn 
At  one  time  they  burned  his  entire  crop, 
committed  many  other  depredations,  and  dur- 
ing the  late  war  killed  entire  families  in  that 
neighborhood.  Mr.  Burris  was  too  old  to 
participate  in  that  struggle,  but  furnished 
three  sons  for  tie*  army. 

He  was  married  in  Missouri,  in  1836,  to 
Mi  ss  Nancy  Tankersley,  a daughter  of  Rich 
aid  Tankersley,  a native  of  South  Carolina. 
]\rr.  Tankersley  fought  under  General  Jack- 
son  at  New  Oideans,  moved  to  Missouri  in  | 
1835,  ami  came  to  Te.xas  in  1837.  He  re-  | 
sided  in  many  places  in  this  State,  and  his  | 
death  occurred  in  Coryell  county.  IMrs.  Bui'-  I 
ris  was  born  in  1823,  and  died  in  this  Stati', 
July  2!),  is!f2.  having  been  a devout  immi-  ' 
ber  of  the  Mi'thodist  ('hiircdi  from  early  life. 
She  will  he  remembered  by  the  citizens  of 
William.-on  county  for  her  many  acts  of 
charity  and  benevolence.  Mr.  and  .M  r>. 
Bui  ris  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  (diihlren, 
nine  of  whom  gre'v  to  ^cars  of  matiirits', 


namely:  Ricdiard,  who  senaal  through  the 

late  war,  but  lost  his  health  in  the  ser\'ice, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  an  uncle  in  Lamar 
county;  William  M.,  also  a soldier  during 
the  entire  strnggh*,  is  a farmer  of  William- 
son county;  James  IL,  who  served  as  a suli- 
stitute  for  his  father  in  the  army,  is  also  a 
farmer  of  this  county;  Klla,  wife  of  Spencer 
Fine,  and  they  residi'  at  the  old  homestead; 
Sarah  J.,  deceased  at  the  age  of  si.vtcen  years; 
lietty,  wife  of  Rev.  Leo  AllenlK>ck,  a Meth- 
odist minister;  Clarissa,  wife  of  Samuel 
l^ewis,  a farifier  of  Williamsori  county;  and 
Mai-y,  wife  of  J.  I*.  Bevel,  and  they  also  re- 
side at  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Jjurris  takes 
an  interest  in  the  Democratic  party,  but 
never  aspires  to  public  office.  Socially,  he 
affiliates  with  the  IHasonic  fraternity',  and  re- 
ligiously is  a meinher  of  the  Missionary  Baj)- 
tist  Church. 


JjAMES  I).  1K30KER.— There  is  no  fact 
I better  established  in  the  history  of  this 
I country — not  to  go  beyond  it  for  illus- 

j tratioii — than  that  family  blood  is  transmitted 
from  father  to  son,  and  that  pride  of  ancestry, 
when  rightly  understood,  and  acted  upon, 
e.xercises  a most  salutary  infiuence  in  the 
shaping  of  individual  character.  The  history 
of  a dozen  or  more  of  the  leading  families  of 
America,  such  as  the  Iw’es,  the  Marshalls,  the 
Bayards,  the  Breckenridges,  liandolphs  and 
othei’s  of  lesser  note,  whose  names  hav(‘  be- 
come hou>i'hold  word.''  in  the  land,  affords 
aliundant  evidmice  of  the  truth  of  thi.',  while 
it  i'  a matter  of  common  oli.^ervat  ion,  though 
in  a les>  ilegrce,  in  tlu>  daily  affair-'  of  life. 

'I'Ik'  subject  of  this  .-ketidi  comes  of  a 
r.iniily  that  has  hemi  h>ng  estalilished  in  this 
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country, and  oiU‘ that  lias  an  lmnoraM*i  record. 
Tlie  Il(Kd<ers  were  orioinally  Irom  Knoland. 
d'licy  t'liiiorated  to  the  New  World  in  Colloidal 
times,  and  settled  in  New  Kn<fland,  wliei'e 
they  are  ereilited  with  havino  founded  tlu* 
town  of  llarttdi'd,  (tonnectieut,  and  where 
they  secured  a sirono  t'ootino  and  were  after- 
ward influential  factors  in  the  settlement  of 
that  locality.  I'h’oin  there  tlie  hranch  to 
which  the  sulijeet  of  this  notice  belongs 
moved  to  North  ( 'arolina,  where  three  hrothers 
settled  at  a point  in  what  is  now  (freene 
county,  named  llookerton  for  them.  John 
Hooker,  the  oi-andfathei‘  of  James  I).,  of  this 
article,  was  a North  (’arolina  ])laiiter,  a man 
of  some  means,  and  a patriot  in  the  times 
that,  as  the  historian  wrote,  ^ tridl  men’s 
souls.”  lie  served  in  the  Ilevolution  and 
died  in  South  Carolina.  Janies  AV.  Hookei', 
the  father  of  James  D.,  was  horn  in  South 
Carolina,  in  1707,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood, receiving  a liberal  education  in  the 
schools  of  that  State.  He  eaidy  exhibited  a 
taste  for  mathematics  and  became  in  a few 
years  proficient  in  astronomy  and  other  ap- 
plied branches  of  that  science.  AVhen  a 
young  man,  he  wont  to  Alabama,  where  he 
marrieil  and  became  a jdanter  and  slave 
trader.  Later  he  moved  to  Jackson  county, 
Florida,  where  he  spent  the  remaimler  of  his 
life.  He  served  in  the  Seminole  war  under 
General  Jackson;  filled  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Feace  in  his  county,  became  a min- 
ister of  the  .Methodist  Church,  winch  he 
servi'd  faithfulL  for  twelve  years,  and  died 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a large  [iropertv,  and  in 
the  con^cioimies-  of  a well  spent  life.  He 
was  gi’oatly  rc'pected  and  exercised  a wide 
intluenee  both  as  a eitizen  and  a--  a miidster. 
llis  learning,  hi^  laadiuess  as  a t.alker,  his 
earnestness,  his  ehar.ic'm'  as  a man,  made  him 
a towel-  of  >1  length  I’oi-  order,  law,  moralit\ 


2!)  It 

and  Christianity  in  the  newly  settleil  local- 
ities. where  he  lived,  and  made  his  death  a 
public  loss.  lie  died  January  lb,  LSJl. 

Lavica  Simmons,  the  wife  id'  James  W''. 
Hooker,  and  the  niothei-  of  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  was  also  a native  of  South  Caro- 
lina, heino-  a damditer  of  Fountain  and  Kliza- 
heth  Simmons,  who  were  prolmhiy  born  in 
South  Carolina,  being  residents  of  the  local- 
ity where  the  Hookers  lived,  and  who  moved 
about  1820  to  Alabama.  It  was  the  attach- 
ment that  had  been  formed  for  the  daughtei- 
Lavica  in  the  old  State  that  took  James  AV'^. 
to  Alabama.  This  lady  died  in  1820,  leaving 
four  children,  three  of  whom,  Martha,  Fliza- 
beth  and  Jane,  are  now  deceased,  the  only 
survivor  being  James  D..  of  this  article. 

The  last  named  was  born  in  Dale  county, 
Alabama,  June  24,  1828.  He  was  reared  in 
Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia,  and  received 
good  educational  advantages.  In  1850  he 
came  to  Texas  and  entered  Fowler  Institute, 
at  Husk,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
He  then  enoao-ed  in  teachino-  in  Cherokee 

O O 

county.  Later  he  engaged  in  farmino,  in 
that  and  Houston  countie',  following  this 
successfully  till  the  0[iening  of  the  war.  lie 
entered  the  Confederate  army  in  18bl,  enlist- 
ing in  Company  A,  ('arter's  brigade  of  cav- 
alry, will)  which  he  served  about  a year,  when 
he  had  to  ijuit  on  account  of  sickness,  and 
returned  home.  In  1808  he  moved  to  Alilam 
county,  and  settled  on  a fai-m  near  the  presimt 
town  of  Alilano,  where  he  followed  farming 
for  twenty  years.  In  1882  he  moved  to 
M ilano,  where  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
husiness.  to  which  and  his  farmiim  intiu'csts 

r** 

he  has  since  devoted  his  time.  lie  owns  a 
large  amount  ot  real  i-'tate  in  Milam  countv, 
which  represents  his  earnings  >inci'  moving 
here  thirty  \'ears  ago.  and  coU'idei-able  per- 
^oual  prop -rty  alsi.i.  lie  has  M-rved  as  (’om- 
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iiiissioiier  uf  the  coiintY  two  years,  ami  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  eoiinty  and  nei'^li- 
borlioud  aii'air.'. 

April  5.  1855,  he  married  iMai'tha  J.  Carr, 
a native  <d‘  Tennessee,  then  residing  in 
Cherokee  county,  this  State,  her  jiarents, 
Ei-astus  and  Mary  (Millieanj  Carr,  liaving 
moved  to  Texas  about  1843.  The  fruit  of 
this  union  has  been  twelve  children,  but  four 
of  whom  ai'e  now  livincr,  althoucrh  ei'dit 
reached  matuiitv.  The  names  in  the  order 
of  their  ages  are;  jUai'tha,  Tom,  Frank  and 
dames  C..  deceased;  diilia,  deceased,  wife  of 
1.  A.  lleanl;  Susan,  the  wife  of  T.  I‘.  Smith, 
of  Atascosa.  Texas;  Georcre  1).,  of  Milano; 
Doi'a,  deceased;  W.  Freeman,  of  Trinity 
county,  this  State;  Icosa,  deceased ; Charles, 
at  home;  and  ]\fary  II.,  deceased.  For  more 
than  twenty  years  in  early  life,  Mr.  Hooker 
was  a member  of  the  Church  of  the  Dis- 
ci[)les,  of  which  he  was  also  a minister  and 
did  much  work  of  a ministerial  nature;  but 
recently  he  has  identified  himself  with  the 
New’  Church,'’  a late  organization, in  which 
he  is  now  a minister,  and  of  wdiose  doctrines 
he  is  an  exponent  of  recognized  ability.  Ilis 
life  has  been  devoted  largely  to  the  good  of 
his  fellow-man.  in  the  capacity  of  a minister. 


A FAYETTE  D.  HILL  is  one  of  the 
[ best  known  jihysicians  of  Travis  coun- 
i ty,  having  become  a fixture  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  and  enjoys  their  deepest  confi- 
dence in  hi.',  skill  to  battle  with  disease.  He 
is  a son  id'  rilai’v  and  Sallie  ( Hector)  Hill. 
The  paternal  family  are  of  English  dc.'.cent. 
and  trace  llieir  ancmtoi's  back  to  Howland 
Hill,  a mited  llapti^t  minister  in  the  times  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  is  spoken  of  in  his- 
lor\'  for  his  advama’d  ideas  on  redigion. 


Isaac  and  two  brothers,  sons  of  Howhmd, 
emigrated  to  Americ.a  in  Colonial  times,  lo- 
cating in  Maryland  and  Virginia.  'File 

family  hail  taken  a pi-ominent  |>art  with 
Cromwell  in  n|)holding  the  ( 'om monwealth, 
and,  after  its  fall,  the  feeling  was  so  strong 
against  them  that  the  father  thought  best 
that  his  sons  should  leave  the  country.  Isaac 
located  in  A'^irginia,  and  was  the  oreat-great- 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
The  great  grandfather  was  named  .lames,  and 
the  graini i'athci’  w’as  Dr.  Thomas  Hill,  who 
brought  the  family  fi’om  Viroinia  to  Tennes- 
see.  A jiurse  for  coin,  intricate  in  design, 
has  been  handed  down  in  the  Hill  family 
since  Howland  Hill’s  time.  He  hated  all  the 
customs  of  royalty  to  such  an  extent  that  in- 
stead of  givincr  this  relic  to  the  eldest  son  he 
gave  it  to  the  youngest  son,  Isaac,  and  com- 
manded that  it  shoiikl  so  descend.  It  is  now’ 
owned  by  Henjamin  Hill,  of  Grimes  county, 
Texas. 

Tilary  Hill,  the  father  of  our  subject,  w’as 
a Haptist  minister  by  profession,  his  father 
having  been  also  a minister,  as  w’ell  as  phy- 
sician. lie  wnis  married  .January  11,  1827, 
in  Sevier  county,  Tennessee,  afterward  moved 
to  Alabama,  and  later  to  Mississippi.  He 
subseij^uently  I'eturned  to  Tennessee  to  ti’aus- 
act  some  business,  and  died  there  aljout  1835. 
The  mothei’  of  our  subject  was  of  German 
descent,  the  family  having  come  to  this  coun- 
try in  Colonial  times,  and  located  in  Virginia. 
Tliey  were  all  highly  elucated,  and  members 
Ilf  different  professions.*  Henjamin  Hectoi’, 
the  grandfather  of  Air.  Hill,  was  a public 
officer  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama  all  his  life. 
After  her  husband’s  death,  tiie  mother  of  our 
r-ubji'ct  returned  to  her  father  and  home  in 
Mar.'hall  county,  iUabama,  but  in  1817  .’-In^ 
came  with  her  father's  brothers  and  others  to 
Ikoti’op,  4'e\a.''. 


She  aftiu’ward  moved  lo 
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II ! STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


Hays  cniiiitv,  ami  lived  with  her  daiio;litor. 
Mrs.  Wise,  'until  Imi-  death,  duly  :H , 18t»l, 
au^ed  niuftv-oue  years.  Mr.  ami  iMrs.  Hill 
liad  four  ehildren;  Lal'dxyette  1).;  Sarah  E., 
widow  of  ddiomas  1 larrisoii,  of  I’uda,  Te.\;is; 
Erauci?,  who  serverl  as  a j)rivate  in  Ten-y's 
i-amaer.s,  ami  died  of  disease  at  Nasliville, 
d'euuessee,  whei’e  he  is  buried;  and  Mary 
J.,  wife  of  John  ^Vise.  of  r>astro|). 

Eal'hayette  I).  Hill  was  horn  in  Sevier 
county,  Tennessee.  January  10,  1820,  ami 
was  raised  hy  an  uncle,  Hr.  Thomas  l>.  Rec- 
tor. The  latter  was  a member  of  the  medi- 
cal firm  of  Savers  i,y  Rectmy  the  former  the 
father  of  J (>e  Sayeis,  present  Congressman 
from  this  district,  and  in  1850  Mr.  Hill  he- 
man  the  study  of  medicine  with  that  firm  at 
Bastrop.  He  took  a course  of  lectures  at  the 
University  of  Loui.'iana,  at  New  Orleans,  and 
graduated  at  that  institution  in  1853,  in  the 
.same  class  as  Pi-ofessor  Sanford  Chalie,  now 
l^rofessor  of  Bhysiolog)^  at  that  college. 
AV^hile  Mr.  Hill  was  a boy  in  Alaltama  two 
of  his  uncles  failed  in  business,  owing  $20,- 
000,  They  had  a number  of  slaves,  which 
wei'e  subject  to  sale  l>y  the  sheriff.  The  gold 
fields  in  Tallapoosa  county,  Alabama,  were 
then  e.xciting  attention,  and  at  the  brothers’ 
request  they  were  allowed  to  take  the  slaves 
to  the  mines,  where  they  all  worked,  our  sub- 
ject included,  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  they  came  to  Te.xas,  in  1847,  arri\  ing 
at  Bastrop  Hecembei'  31,  having  made  sufli- 
cient  money  to  pay  their  debts,  and  also  had 
a competency  remaining.  Ur.  Hill  is  now 
one  of  the  leading  ])hysiciaiis  of  Travis 
con  nty. 

H(‘  was  man  ied  Jum>  20.  1855,  in  W^ebbcr- 
\ ille,  T(‘\as,  to  Sai'ah  A.  Hut\',  w ho  was  burn 
and  i'ais(.‘d  in  this  count\.  a daughtei’  of 
Jofcph  and  l.oui'a  Hutw  d’he  parents  came 
to  Te.xas  with  .\ u.'tiii's  first  c.oloiiv,  in  ls22. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  ha<l  thi'ee  (ddldiaui;  Mary 
E.,  wile  of  E.  E.  Winfrey,  f>f  this  county; 
Joe  T.,  who  mari-ied  Eeora  Huntei’,  and  re- 
sides at  Hunter’s  Ileml,  Travis  county;  and 
Ei'ank,  who  grailuated  at  Tulaue  in  1887, 
married  Jiertie  Whitipand  is  now  a physician 
of  Prairie  la^a,  Te.xas.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  March  22,  188i;.  .March  20,  1889,  at 
AVebbervil le.  Hr.  Hill  married  Kat(^  S.,  a 
daughter  of  Bobert  B.  Taylor,  of  Stafford 
Court  House,  A^irginia. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  socially,  is  a 
Knight  Templai'  Mason,  and  High  Priest  of 
AVebberville  Chapter,  No.  127.  He  was  Mas- 
ter of  Colorado  Lodge,  No.  90,  for  twenty 
yeai-s  continuously.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Societyq  and  a 
Steward  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

TlOllX  DILLINGHAM,  a successful 
^ J farmer  of  Travis  county,  Texas,  is  a son 
of  AVilliain  Dillingham,  who  wnxs  horn 
in  Kentucky,  in  1802.  The  latter  was  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  Tennessee,  and  his  death 
occurreil  in  Lincoln  county,  that  State,  in 
1881.  He  was  a farmer  by^  occupation,  a 
Democrat  in  his  jiolilical  views,  and  w'as  a 
\ery  moral  man.  His  parents,  Peter  and 
Bebecca  (McCafry)  Dillingham,  w’ere  also 
natives  of  Kentucky,  hut  subse(|uently  lo- 
cated in  Tennessee.  Peter  Dillimdiam  wuas  a 

TT) 

son  of  iMichael  Dillingham,  a native  of  En- 
gland,  wdio  located  in  Kentmdcy  when  it  was 
yet  a Territory.  The  mothei’  of  our  subject, 
lilt  llanuuii  Newton,  was  born  in  (leoi’iria. 
in  1S()7.  <i  daughter  <J  Nicholas  and  Marga- 
|•elte  ((’on)  Newton,  nativi's  also  of  that 
.^tate.  Her  death  occiirivd  in  LSoO.  Air. 
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nibTOm'  OF  TEXAS. 


2;h; 


ami  Ml'S.  I );  1 1 i no liiim  wcrn  tin'  par- 

111'  t'lnvcn  cliililrnii.  \iz. : In'icc,  w liu  dicil 
ill  'rciim  ."cr,  nil  linno'li  lui  wn--  a ri'sident  of 
dVavis  ciiu.;t\.  l\\a>,  ami  iiu'sv  lii's  Iniric-l  in 
til  is  ciiiin  t \ ; .1 1 di  n,  tlu“  sn  hjcct  ol'  t hi s .'ketch  ; 
j\[ai'e^ar(.‘tte,  a re.'ident  of  Tennessee;  ludiecea, 
\\'il’(.‘  of  .lames  Irwin,  also  of  that  State;  Sam- 
uel, of  Tennessei-;  William  P.,  who  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  l^ett'i'shura ; Hiram  !>., 

O 

of  Tennessee;  1-aae  X..  also  of  that  State; 
Hannah,  deceased  wlum  small;  l)iana,  wife 
of  Alexander  khceman,  of  ('orvrdl  cminty, 
Texas;  and  fin*  vmiiioce't  child  died  in  infanc^■. 

.lohn  Itiilinoham  was  hoi'ii  in  Hedford 
comity.  Tell iie'-ee,  .May  22,  1S22.  At  the 
ay;e  (d'  eighteen  year'  he  iiiovid  with  his  pai'- 
ents  to  Lincoln  county,  that  State,  and  in  1S55 
Ci.  me  to  Texas,  eumin^f  hy  steamboat  to  Xevy 
Orleans,  and  then  by  ox  teams  to  liliifl'’ 
Springs,  on  Onion  creek.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  I..  S.  Woodward,  Brice  Dilling- 
ham, J.  ]b  Kemp  and  William  Brown,  and  our 
subject  and  Afr.  Brown  are  the  only  suryiv- 
ing  members  of  the  party.  Mr.  Dillingham 
landed  at  Blutf  Springs  with  only  SdO  in 
money,  remained  there  two  years,  spent  the 
following  two  years  on  Parson  Zivley’s  [dace, 
rented  land  two  years  at  Merrilltown,  and  for 
the  following  five  years  rented  land  at  Wal- 
nut creek.  Air.  Dillinoham  then  moved  to 
liis  present  location,  where,  after  renting  the 
first  year,  he  purchased  040  acres  of  laud, 
sixty- live  acres  of  which  was  cultivated.  He 
paid  §3,000  down,  and  the  rem-iinder  in  two 
years.  Air.  Dillingham  was  thrown  on  hi.' 
C)\\  ii  I'csources  at  the  age  id'  twenty-one  years, 
with  comparati\'ely  nothing,  and  he  now  has 
3,000  acre^^  rd'  good  land  in  the  countie.'  of 
d'ravis,  Burnet  and  ('oryoll.  .\boiit  2.')0 
acres  ijf  the  land  is  under  a line  'tale  of-  c.ul- 
tivatiom  He  has  about  1,000  acres  of  land 
in  Travis  county,  where  he  ki‘cp'  BoO  head 


of  cattle,  from  filty  to  sevimty-live  mules, 
2-)tl  head  of  sheep,  and  Irom  twenty-tive  to 
lhirt\'  hoi'scs. 

-Mr.  Dillingham  was  married  in  185-1,  to 
Bncy  P.  Wooibward,  a native  <d'  Tentiessee, 
and  a daughter  of  L.  S.  iiiid  .latte  (Wtigoner) 
W'oodw'ard.  mitive.'  tdso  of  tluit  State.  They 
have  had  eleven  children,  ntimely;  Clemeti- 
tine,  wife  of  A.  F.  Tombaugh,  ,a  farmer  of 
('oryell  county,  'Fexas;  AVHlliani  S.,  ;i  stock- 
imin  of  Burnet  County ; .Annette,  wife  of 
D.  Morris,  of  Alerrilltown.  Travis  county; 
Stirah  Alargandte,  wife  of  ,1.  M.  ^\bdls.  also 
(d'  this  county;  John  Logati,  a farmer  of  this 
comity;  Josiah  P..  at  home;  Jiunes  S.,  a 
farmer  of  Coryell  county,  Texas;  Lucy  Lee, 
wife  of  G.  M.  Saiitiders,  a farmer  of  Travis 
county;  Hiram  X' .,  a st iidetit  ;it  Giti  Springs ; 
George  Wa.-hington  atid  Smlie  Alay,  at  home. 
In  his  poliiictil  rciiitions,  Mr.  Dillinghatn  af- 
lilitites  with  the  Democratic  [ttirty,  and  so- 
ciidly,  has  Ikwii  a tnember  of  the  I.  ( ).  ().  F. 
since  twetity-two  years  of  age.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  tire  meinbers  of  the  (dliristiaii  Church 
of  Gilliland  creek. 


W.  Il()LLEIi,  of  Fiskville,  Travis 
county,  is  well  known  as  being  the 

-1  most  extensive  peach-grower  in  Cen- 

trtd  Texas,  htiving  ati  orchard  of  6,500  betir- 
ing  trees. 

.Mr.  1 1 ol  let'  wtis  born  in  Franklin  county, 
PetiimyF  iiiiia,  Ajtril  2,  1S28,  son  id'  Peter 
and  .Vgiu's  ( Wbigner)  Holler,  who  were  born, 
reared  atid  died  in  tluit  State.  Air.  Holler's 
grand  I tit  he  r,  Peter  Holler,  br.,  tdso  ti  mitivi' 
of  Peniisvlvtiiiia,  was  twelve  or  liftemi  _\ear' 
old  tit  the  time  of  the  Be vol ii t ioiiti ry  war.  tmd 
took  an  active  ptirt  in  that  struggle.  d'he 
parents  of  our  siibji'ct  retired  ti  family  of 
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eight  cli i 1(1  ren,  as  thlluws:  Peter,  deceased; 

David,  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania;  S:ini- 
nel,  dt'ceased ; I'dizahetli,  innv  Mrs.  h^lias 
(.'i i|)|)i n ger,  l*'i-aid<lin  county,  Pennaylvaida; 
Cathen'nc,  widow  of  a J\Ir.  llarpei',  Fi'anklin 
county,  Pcnn.syl  vaida ; and  l^rofessor  Joscpli, 
deceased.  The  fathei'  of  Mr.  llollc'r,  a fanner 
and  miller  by  occupation,  and  a man  of  e.\ 
cellent  business  ability,  died  about  18(57,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  the  following  year. 
JJoth  were  J^utherans. 

E.  AV.  Holler  was  I’eared  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  day  he  was  twenty  years  old  he  stai'ted 
AVest,  and  the  following  two  j'eai's  he  spent 
in  teaching  school  and  traveling  throindi 
Ohio,  rilinois  and  Iowa.  In  ISbO  he  came 
to  Te.xas.  landing  hrst  in  Jelt'er,son,  Cass 
county,  where  he  taught  one  term.  Then  he 
taught  ill  Dallas  county  two  years,  whence 
he  went  to  Grayson  county  and  there  spent 
two  years  in  teaching  and  merchandising. 
Next  we  find  him  in  Lampasas  county,  where 
for* fifteen  years  he  was  variously  employed. 
In  1857-’58  he  was  Sheriff  of  that  county, 
lie  moved  to  Travis  county  in  the  spring  of 
1806,  settling  north  of  Austin,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood in  which  he  now  resides,  and  in 
1876  he  moved  to  his  present  farm,  six  miles 
from  Austin.  At  the  time  he  settled  here 
this  land  was  all  unimproved.  He  bought 
185  acres,  but  has  since  sold  off  a small  por- 
tion of  it.  He  also  owns  ninety-two  acres 
al)out  tw'o  miles  from  his  home  place. 

In  1883  Mr.  Holler  concluded  there  was 
inoney  in  the  ])oach  business,  and  started  his 
present  large  orchard,  setting  out  about  3,00() 
trees  the  lirst  year  ami  3,500  the  year  fol- 
lowing. These  trees  began  to  bear  in  ls87, 
sinc(‘  which  time  tlu'  only  faiini-e  that  ha> 
occurred  was  in  1800,  and  that  was  when  a 
warm  wintei-  was  followed  in  danuary  by  a 
hea\y  fiveze  which  e\en  kille(l  some  oi’  tlu' 


trees.  In  this  orchard  among  the  early 
^ varieties  are  found  the  Alcxandei-,  Early 
Pi\'ers,  I leatrica*  and  Amsden.  Am.ong  those 
that  come  later  are  the  Robert  E.  Lee,  Old 
i Alixon,  Early  St.  .lohn.  Stonewall  Jackson 
' and  '1'hurbi‘r;  and  of  the  late  ones  there  are 
' the  Crawford  Late,  Hale’s  Late,  and  .several 
' other  yari(‘ties.  From  this  orchard  he  sold 
[ as  high  as  81,000  worth  of  peaches  in  one 
year.  His  average  crop  brings  him  about 
I 8700.  1L“  also  has  some  plum  trees  which 
bear  faiiJy  well. 

i Ml'.  Holler  ■^vas  married  in  1857,  on  the 
j 12tli  of  January,  in  Lampasas  county,  Texas, 

! to  Lucetta  Andei'son,  daughter  of  A.  AT. 

[ Anderson.  She  was  l>orn  in  Missouri  and 
I reared  in  Texas.  They  have  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, nii'ie  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  A. 
P.,  (ff  Dickens  county,  Texas;  Henry,  Lee 
county,  Texas;  ATilliam,  Indian  Territory; 
Robert,  Dickens  county,  Texas;  Arminta,  at 
home;  Theodosia,  wife  of  Morgan  McClain, 
resides  near  her  father;  and  Mary,  Sallie  and 
Nannie,  at  home. 

Mr.  Holler  aftlliates  with  the  Democratic 
party.  During  the  past  twenty  years  lie  has 
taken  a lively  interest  in  political  matters, 
attendino  conventions,  etc.,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  official  position.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Home  Guards  during  the 
Civil  war. 

Mr.  Holler  is  a member  of  the  Haptist 
Church. 

L/'^y^iy  I/- — 

A R ( ) N B U R L ESC  N , deceased.— 
From  the  writimes  of  Re\  . Rufus  C. 
^ Burleson,  of  Waco,  Texas,  the  follow- 
ing is  culhal  concerning  thi.s  jnstly 
celebrated  family: 

“ d'he  Burle-eii  family  is  of  Welsh  (U'igin, 
and  deliver  its  name  fi'em  Buries,  meaning 
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a sti'onjj;  man.  All  tlm  l’>uilcMm>  m Amer- 
ica oi'if^iiiated  Irnm  two  ludtlier.''.  Sir  Edward 
I I-iirltV'on,  Nvlm  located  in  d(0\ett  C'itj,  Con- 
necticut, in  17K'),  and  Aaron  lliirleson,  who 
i^ettleil  in  North  ('ai'olina  in  1720.  d'hc  lat- 
ter's descendants  have  always  endgi'aled  south 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  except  in  om-  or 
two  instances.  Aaron  cametolind  his  lu'other 
Edward,  hut,  not  heino-  successtul  in  his 
eildrts,  settled  in  Euncomhe.  Mitclndl  county, 
Xortli  Carolina.  He  raised  .seven  sons  and 
six  dauoliters.  d’he  fonner  entered  the  Kc\ 
olutionary  war,  ami  four  perished.  ( >f  the 
three  sui’vivors,  Thomas  I'emained  in  North 
('arolitia;  desse  went  t<j  Mol)ile,  Alahama; 
and  Aaron  started  to  join  hi."  intimate  friend, 
Daidel  Iloone,  in  Kentucky,  hut  was  mur- 
dered liy  the  Indians  in  crossino;  Clynch 
river,  Tennessee.  lie  left  a laroe  familv.  of 

“ V 

whom  Captain  -lames  Iturleson,  fatlier  of  our 
subject,  was  a mend)er. 

“Ca])tain  -lames  llurleson  was  t he  speci.al 
and  conHdential  commissary  of  Cenei'al  An- 
drew -fackson  at  the  battles  of  Horse  Shoe 
llend  and  New  Orleans.  lie  afterward  located 
irf  Alabama,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  and 
owned  the  feri-y  where  the  Menijihis  and 
('harleston  roads  now  cross.  Becoming'  in- 
volved witii  the  Indians  at  that  point,  the 
family  moved  to  ^Missouri,  but  after  a few 
years  l•etm•Iled  to  Tennessee,  locatimr  in 

«/  O 

Ilai'deman  county.  Eiom  there  they  came 
to  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  some  in  1827  and 
otheis  in  1830-‘dl." 

Aaron  Burleson,  tin.'  youngest  son  rd'  the 
family,  was  born  in  Alabama.  (>ctober  10. 
181-7.  (’(■ming  to  Texas  with  the  famiiv  in 
ISdO  ni'  bSdl.  when  a ^oung  man.  In  eii- 
iliircd  all  the  InaC  and  da;i;_;er'  o|’  tlait  oaiU' 
[lei’iod.  He  w .a>  :i  b ret  her  of  I he  iiol-il  Indian 
tighter,  (ieneral  l.dward  Burloon.  .and  wa- 
lre(]Uently  with  him  in  hi>  expetbi  ions  again.'l 


the  red  men.  He  al.'i.i  lought  bra\(‘ly  under 
him  at  the  capture  of  the  Mexican  army  in 
San  Antonica  Dra-embei’  o,  183-7,  and  at  the 
liattle  (d’  San  .la'dnto.  April  21.  18.5().  In 
183.S  he  returneil  to  Tennessee  and  married 
jMineiwa  -I.  Seaton,  who  retunied  with  him  t(a 
hi.a  home  on  the  ( 'oharado,  through  a wilder- 
ness of  800  mile.',  ridino  the  entire  distance 
on  horsidiack.  They  settleil  at  the  mouth  of 
AValnut  creek,  in  I'ravis  county,  where  the 
wife  died  in  1857.  There  were  six  (diildi’cn 
of  Mr.  ami  M I's.  Burleson,  \ iz.:  -John,  who 
eidisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  wa.--  cap- 
tured at  iVi'kansas  Bust,  and  died  in  the  Bn  ion 
prison  of  Camp  Butler;  -hdfei’son  ol 

Alamar,  Texas;  Nannie,  now  Mrs.  -lohn  Tay- 
lor, of  Webberville;  \"ol I ie,  wife  of  Edil  Tay- 
lor, of  lU'tin  ; and  two  dcc(“ase<l  in  infancy. 

xM  ay  17,  ls7b.  7fix  Burhson  married  the 
lady  who  now  survives  him.  Miss  -Jane  Tanne 
hill,  a daughter  of  -f.  C.  and  -Jane  (Budiard- 
son)  Tannehill.  The  pai-ents  wei'e  married 
in  Tennessee,  came  to  d’exas  in  1829,  and 
wei'e  members  e>t  *\ustin’s  second  colony  at 
Bastrop,  where  the  father  built  the  fi i st  house 
in  that  town.  He  served  in  many  positions 
of  trimt  and  re.'pon.'ibility,  and  ac([idred  the 
title  of  -ludge.  They  lived  there  uiitil  the 
“runaway  scra[)e  " i:>t  183d,  and  then  located 
in  La  Craiige.  In  1839  Mr.  Tannehill  .set- 

O 

tied  on  hi.'  headright,  which  joined  the  city 
of  Austin  on  the  ea.'t.  The  mother  died 
there  in  J877  and  the  father  in  18d3.  He 
was  a [jroniinent  membei'  oi'  the  Masonic 
fratendty.  d'hev  were  tin*  ]>arents  of  the 
fidlowing  ch.hlren:  !' ranci.',  who  died  tVom 
Wounds  ivcci'ed  at  the  baltle  ot  Mansfield; 
t Ant  h i.a  was  Mi'.  .1 1 cl  .M  I m ii-' ; .1  ('Sse  -I ..  a >o 
ihccased;  •Inrc.  \‘.  i i’c  nl’  niir  ,'nb|ect;  r.nd 
W'idiam  d..  ' i Biii'hct  c.iiint  i.  i i x.:.-.  .iix 
ami  Ml's.  Buric'Muhal  'ix  chilili'en.  namely: 
Edward,  engaged  in  agricnlt  m'al  pursuits 
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IIISTOIIV  OF  TEXAS. 


iK-ar  Wi'lilinvilh' ; Lillie  marrit'd  I).  1>. 

Miittliews,  alto  of  this  city,  and  died  April 
189d,  k-aNinir  live*  small  children;  Janie, 
wife  of  Ilohert  Deats;  liufns,oi'  Wehhervi  1 h; ; 
IJI)l)ie,  at  home;  and  J’innie,  wife  of  (h  W'^. 
Hill,  of  Lastrop  county.  Aai'on  liurleson 
died  January  13,  1855,  near  Austin,  and  liis 
willow  now  makes  her  home  with  her  chil 
(Iren,  neai-  ^Vel)herville.  Krom  an  ohituarj’ 
notice  wliicli  aj)peared  in  the  Austin  States 
man  the  following  is  taken: 

“Aai'on  Knrleson,  oiu;  of  the  oldest  and 
liest  known  citizens  of  this  county,  dieii  sud- 
denly’ at  his  home  near  Govalle,  some  two 
miles  east  of  Austin,  yesterday  morninj^.  lie 
was  one  of  the  purest  men  and  best  citizens 
Texas  ever  lost.  As  a husband,  father,  citi- 
zen and  a Christian  he  had  no  superioi’s  and 
very  few  erpials.  In  1849  he  and  his  wife 
were  happily  converted,  and,  althouirli  Bap- 
tists in  sentiment,  from  gi’eat  attachment  to 
the  pastoi’,  Rev.  Finis  E.  Foster,  Alford 
Smith  and  others,  they  joined  the  Cumber- 
land Fi'esbyleriau  Church.  In  1859,  im- 
pelled by  early  conviction  and  mature  inves- 
tigation to  admit  that  the  Baptists  were  right, 
he  bade  a respectful  and  tender  farewell  to 
his  l)eloved  Bresliyterian  brethren,  and  was 
ba[)tized  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Austin 
Baptist  Church  by  the  pastor,  the  Ilev.  Wood- 
lief  Thomas.  He  was  ordained  a Deacon  in 
1800.  and  served  faithfully  in  that  important 
ofhee  twenty-five  years.  But  to  his  modest, 
pure  and  loving  heart,  ‘ home  was  the  dear- 
est spot  on  eai'th,’  and  in  his  home  and  among 
his  immediate  neighbors  his  virtues  shone 
out  most  resplendently. 

”11  is  tenderness  and  devotion  to  his  fam- 
ily, mingled  with  firmness,  no  language  can 
exjiress,  and  among  his  neighliors  he  was 
loved  as  a pcaicemaker.  To  his  chnii’  judg- 
ment, common  sense  and  honest  heart  his 


rat) 

neighliors  I'eferred  their  ditliculties,  and 
checu-fully  accepted  hi>  adviia'  and  decmioiis. 
By  economy  and  untiring  industry  he  accii- 
mulatc'd  a large  fortune,  and  made  most 
:uuj)le  prejiai'ation  for  tin*  edueatiou  and  com- 
j tort  of  his  twcdvi',  (diildren.  lie  died  sud- 
i denly,  just  entering  his  three-score  years  and 
I tcm.  111.*  had  b(.*en  complaining  for  some 
Weeks,  but  felt  bettei’  and  rode  down  to  his 
I lower  jilantation.  ()ii  I'eturning  he  com- 
I plained  of  a severe  pain  in  his  bi’east,  but  his 
: family  physician  gave  him  medicine  which 
-eemed  to  relieve  him  entirely,  and  lu*  seemed 
sti'ornrer  and  more  cheerful  than  for  weeks. 

O 

On  the  fatal  tnornino’  of  the  13th  he  walked 
out  on  his  farm  to  look  after  some  stock. 
After  walking  some  distance  he  called  out, 

‘ I feel  like  falling.’  The  boy  caught  him 
and  laid  him  on  the  gi’ound,  but  he  never 
spoke.  A freedman,  living  near  by,  ran  for 
his  family  and  a physician,  llis  devoted 
wife  and  children  ran  to  his  relief.  Ilis  no- 
ble heart  for  the  first  time  was  unmoved  by 
theii’  sobs  and  cries.  All  medical  skill  was 
in  vain.  He  never  breathed.  The  doctors 
pronounced  it  apopiexy.  But  the  weight  of 
seventy  winters  and  tiie  ceaseless  wear  and 
tear  of  seventy  years  on  the  tented  field,  on 
the  track  of  the  bloody  savage,  as  well  as  on 
the  farm,  had  completely  exhausted  all  the 
])owers  of  nature.  The  silver  cord  was  loosed, 
the  golden  bowl  was  broken,  the  pitcher  at 
the  fountain,  and  the  wheel  at  the  cistern. 

"Thus  lived  and  died  Aaron  Burleson,  a 
grand  type  of  a genuine  old  Texan.  Ilis 
cheek  never  paled  in  the  thickest  of  the  bat- 
tle, and  hi.>  heart  and  purse  were  open  to  the 
cries  of  the  widow  and  orphan.  Ever  ready 
to  live  or  die  fm-  his  country,  yet  he  never 
sought  or  accepted  otlice.  lie  lived  seventy 
years  amid  all  the  bloody  and  exciting  scenes 
of  fi’ontier  life  without  a stain,  and  died  with- 
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lirsrORY  OF  TEXAS. 


out  ji  (jToan.  ()li,  wliat  a mudol  for  his  suns, 
his  rulatiuiis  ami  the  youth  of  America! 
With  a nation  of  sucli  citizens  our  Iiepul)lic 
would  eclipse  Grecfce  and  Koine,  and  shine  on 
with  ever  increasing  sjilendor  till  the  stars 
orow  dim.  lie  was  the  last  of  his  nohle 

O 

father's  fourteen  children,  e.xcept  one  half- 
sister,  Mr.s.  Te.xas  Kurleson  Krooks,  wife  of 
C.  W.  Krooks,  of  Georgetown,  Texas.” 

Jeiferson  W.,  the  eldest  living  son  of  onr 
subject's  first  marriage,  was  horn  Xovemher  1 
11,  1841.  He  had  just  arrived  at  manhood 
when  the  war  liroke  out,  and,  like  all  loyal 
young  men  of  his  time,  willingly  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  his  country.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Eighth  Texas  Cavalry,  Terry’s 
Kangers,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Shiloli,  M urfreesborongh.  Perry  ville  and 
Chickamauga.  After  the  last-named  engage- 
ment lie  returned  home,  and  did  not  again 
enter  the  army.  Mr.  Burleson  lived  in  the 
Colorado  valley,  near  Webberville,  until  1890, 
when  he  came  to  Manor  for  better  educa- 
tional advantages.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 

o to 

farmers  in  Travis  county,  and  has  500  acres 
of  land  under  a fc'ne  state  of  cultivation. 
Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party;  socially,  is  a Master  Mason;  and  relig- 
iously, a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

September  26,  1867,  in  Travis  county,  Mr. 
Burleson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Fannie 
Browning,  a native  of  Washington  county, 
Texas,  where  her  parents  had  moved  from 
Arkansas.  She  was  a daughter  of  William 
and  Celenah  Browning.  They  had  three 
children:  W.  H.,  of  Lampasas,  Texas;  John 
P.,  of  Malveni,  this  State;  and  Mrs.  Burle- 
son. M I',  and  Mrs.  Burleson  ha\'e  had  nine  I 
children;  Lena  (now  Mrs.  L.  11.  Glasscock, 
of  Austin).  -lelVerson,  Woodson,  Maggie. 
Baylor,  Eugene,  Aaron,  Clarence  and  Olin. 

Edward  Bnrlestjii,  the  eldest  son  of  -Varon  i 


Biirlcr-on  by  his  secoml  marriage,  was  l)orn 
I'chniary  26,  1857,  and  was  I'ducated  in  Aus- 
tin and  at  the  Waco  lini v(M'sity.  He  is  now 
a farmer  and  resides  in  Weliberville.  In  1885 
he  was  united  in  mari-iage  with  Ida  Tayloiy 
who  died  July  20,  1890,  leaving  one  child, 
Inez.  Getuber  25,  1892.  Mr.  Burleson  mar- 
ried Mattie,  a daughter  of  James  Wood. 

Kufus  C.,  the  youngest  son  of  Aaron 
Burleson  by  his  .second  marriage,  was  burn 
1 July  21,  18(55,  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  . and  at  Adrian  College,  lie 
now  owns  a farm  of  about  450  acres,  250 
acres  of  wliich  are  cultivated.  Mr.  Burleson 
was  married  at  Austin,  December  4,  1889, 
to  Martha,  a daughter  of  Mrs.  E.  11.  Deats. 
To  this  union  have  been  honi  two  children: 
Norma  and  Edward.  Mi-.  Burleson  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party. 


W\  J.  SN  EE  D,  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Delvalle,  is  a 
— ' --  pioneer  of  Travis  county,  having  re- 
sided here  since  1848.  He  was  born  at  Fay- 
etteville, Arkansas,  February  19,  1844,  and 
was  a child  of  four  years  when  his  father,  S. 
G.  Sneed,  emigrated  with  his  family  to  the 
Lone  Star  State.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  of  that  day,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  then  a zealous  pati-iot,  joined  Captain 
Fisher’s  company;  he  was  assigned  to  the 
Sixth  Texas  regiment.  Colonel  Garland,  and 
was  onlereil  to  Petershuro-,  Vii-o-inia,  and 
afterward  joined  the  .Vrmy  of  the  J’ennessee. 
He  particijiated  in  the  engagements  at  Arkan- 
sas Po.-'t,  where  the  biigaile  were  captured 
and  held  prisoners  at  Camp  Kiiflei-  for  about 
five  months;  then  at  ('hickamanga  and  Mi.-,- 
sionary  Ki<lge.  ,Vt  the  latter  plact-  he  was 
severely  wounded,  a minie  ball  piei-cing  his 
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liini's.  At  tlu‘  end  of’  six  montlis  sjici't  in 
till'  liii.'jiital  li(^.  was  granted  a riirl(jngli,  and 
was  not  uoain  in  service.  lie  was  married 
tlie  yeai'  tlie  war  closed,  and  tlie  following 
year  settled  in  In's  present  limtie.  He  owns 
a fine  farm  of  oOO  acres,  and  lias  placed  150 
acres  under  good  cultivation;  the  soil  is  of  a 
most  desirahle  quality,  and  yields  abundant 
harvests. 

Although  a pi'onon’nced  Democrat,  until 
recently  Mr.  Sneed  has  not  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics.  During  a recent  cam- 
jiaigu  between  the  two  Democratic  factions 
in  Texas,  he  announced  himself  for  Hogg, 
and  aided  very  materially  in  carrying  his  box 
for  him. 

S.  G.  Sneed,  father  of  AV^.  J.,  was  born  in 
Missouri  in  1802;  there  he  grew  to  maturity 
and  was  educated  for  the  legal  profession. 
He  removed  to  Arkansas  at  an  early  dateand 
practiced  law  there  before  coming  to  Texas; 
he  held  the  office  of  County  Judge  before  the 
war,  and  when  the  questions  arose  that  led  to 
the  war  declared  himself  for  secession.  He 
was  united  in  marriaore  to  Miranda  Adkins, 
and  they  reared  a family  of  eleven  children: 
Edward,  deceased;  Louisa,  wdfe  of  John  11. 
(,'osta;  Thomas  E.,  an  attorney  of  Austin; 
Susan  E.,  widow  of  Dr.  R.  S.  Morgan;  Mary 
C..  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  S.  Mussett;  S. 
G.,  County  Superintendent  of  Schools  of 
Travis  county;  Miranda,  wife  of  J.  A.  Hied- 
soe;  Isabella,  wife  of  T.  G.  Anderson;  W.  J., 
the  subject  of  this  biogi’aphy;  Matilda,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Calvin  Goodloe;  and 
Newton,  a farmer  of  Dallas  county. 

()ur  suliject  was  married  in  Septembei', 
18(15,  to  jMary  E.,  a danghtci’  of  Nicholas 
Alc.Vrthur,  an  early  settler  of  Travis  county, 
who  came  as  eaidy  as  1830;  he  reared  a 
family  of  thri'e  (diildrtm:  Marv  E.,  d.  H., 

and  dohn  T.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sneed  aie  the 


parents  of  live  (ddhlrcn:  Eaiiidc.  the  wife 

of  Victor  ()atman;  V'^illiam  (i.,  Hoda  .1.,  S, 
T,,  and  Ma(d<  A.  The  soii^  were  educated  in 
the  district  schools,  and  the  damdifers  in  the 
Catholic  schotils,  the  mother  bidiig  a member 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


■ R.  PEARCE,  a well-to-do  farmer  of 
Ti'avis  county,  is  one  of  the  Imiding 
citizens  of  Delvalle.  He  is  a native  of 
^ Tennessee,  born  in  Bradley  county, 
February  28,  1854.  liis  father,  James  Pearce, 
a A'^ii’ginian  by  birth,  removed  to  Tennessee 
about  the  year  1845,  and  there  became  prom- 
inent in  his  county;  he  held  the  office  of 
Sheriff  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a 
secessionist  at  heart, and  contributed  libertdly 
of  his  means  to  the  Confederacy.  He  died  in 
1862,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  He  had 
just  succeeded  in  securing  a contract  with 
the  Confederate  Government  for  supplying  a 
large  quantity  of  lead  for  the  manufacture  of 
ammunition.  Ills  father,  Lewis  Pearce,  was 
also  born  in  Virginia,  and  followed  farming 
in  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  He  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812,  and  when  the  strug- 
gle between  Texas  and  Mexico  came  he  joined 
the  forces  of  the  young  Republic  and  aided 
her  in  winning  her  independence.  He  re- 
turned to  Tennessee,  where  he  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  James  Pearce  married  Mary,  a 
damditer  of  Thomas  Burch  of  A^irginia;  her 
mother’s  maiden  name  was  Mary'  Smith,  and 
she  was  one  of  a family'  of  seven  children: 
John,  deceaseil ; Reuben,  Eliza,  wife  of  Mr. 
AlcCoy;  Mary.  -1.  C.,  Houston,  and  Mark. 
Ml-,  and  Mrs.  Pearce  were  the  p,arents  of 
eight  children  : , I ames,  deceased ; Alary,  wife 

of  A lexander  .1  ohns ; T.  R..  whose  name  heads 
this  nofici-;  dohn,  AV.  G.,  and  three  children 
who  died  in  infancy. 
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A meager  education  was  all  that  Mr. 
Pearce  could  secure,  ami  at  the  age  of  lifteeu 
years  he  was  lorced  from  the  shelter  of  his 
own  home  hy  a stepfathei'.  In  search  of 
work  he  went  to  Murfreeshorough,  Tennessee, 
hut  the  scourge  of  cholera  which  swe])t  the 
land  compelled  him  to  return  to  his  home. 
A month  later  he  went  to  west  Tennessee, 
and  secured  eni])loyment  near  Paris,  where 
he  remained  until  1875.  Ilavino;  accumu- 
hied  a small  sum  of  monev  he  came  to  Texas 
and  located  in  Tiaivis  county;  he  first  worked 
for  a Mr.  Vance  in  a ilairy,  and  afterward 
was  in  the  employ  of  W.  D.  Miller.  Real- 
izing the  advantacres  of  cultivating  land  for 
himself  he  rented  a tract,  and  kept  “bach- 
elor’s hall.’’  In  1887  he  i-emoved  to  his 
present  home,  his  wife  having  iidierited  a 
fine  farm  of  dlOA  acres;  he  sul)sequently 
purchased  200  acres.  For  the  ]>ast  fifteen 
years  he  has  made  a specialty  of  feeding  cat- 
tle for  market,  and  annually  semis  some  ex- 
cellent specimens  to  the  city  ti-ade. 

lie  was  married  December  24,  1877,  to 
Mattie  A.,  a daughter  of  Robert  Jones;  she 
was  born  iS^ovember  6,  1851.  They  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  Mary  lola,  L. 

Ernest,  A.  D.,  Lulu  Belle,  K.  .1.,  J.  W.,  and 
C.  A. 


I'l  I L L I S AVERY,  deceased,  was  a 


h#/\\/''  brother  of  V.  R.  C.  Avery,  and  was 
^ S another  one  of  the  substantial  yeo- 
men of  Williamson  county,  Texas,  residing 
in  the  same  precinct  with  his  brother.  lie 
was  l)orn  in  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  April  8, 
1840.  Like  other  boys  of  those  early  days, 
much  of  his  time  was  spent  in  working  with 
cattle  and  farming,  rather  than  in  the  school- 
room, schools  at  that  time  being  few  and  fai' 
between. 


The  tocsin  of  war  found  him  on  the 
thi'e.'hold  of  manhood,  and  willing  to  “(hj 
and  til  dare’’  for  the  fair  Southland,  lie  ac- 
cordingly eidist(*d  in  the  sei'vice  and  reported 
with  the  I'est  of  hi^  comjiany  fur  duty. 
“The  spirit  was  willing,  hut  the  flesh  was 
weidi.”  \Tillis  Avci-y  had  never  been  a 
st'-ong  boy,  and  now  that  a duty  presented 
itselfthat  needed  none  but  strong  men,  he 
found  himself  not  equal  to  the  task.  Taking 
advantage  of  a detail,  therefore,  he  returned 
home,  and  was  not  aoain  asked  to  uo  to  the 
front. 

Much  of  his  early  manhood  was  given  to 
the  business  of  freighting,  the  Williams  boys 
being  his  employers.  He  finally  concluded 
to  begin  farming,  and,  buying  a tract  of  land 
neai-  that  of  hi.s  brother,  V.  R.  C.,  at  per 
acre,  he  built  him  a home.  After  experience 
proving  the  location  a poor  one  on  account  of 
its  sickly  character,  he  investeil  in  the  tract 
now  owned  by  his  widow,  and  built  the  home 
she  occupies.  The  farm  consists  of  some  415 
acres,  traversed  by  Brushy  creek,  well  tim- 
bered, and  furnishing  235  aci'es  of  tillable 
soil  of  the  rich,  black  variety  peculiar  to  this 
section.  The  county  line  dividing  William- 
son and  Ti’avis  crosses  it,  the  neai’est  tradino- 
point  being  the  flourishing  little  town  of 
Hutto,  about  six  miles  distant.  In  1892 
sixty-eight  bales  of  cotton  were  made  on  the 
])lace,  requiririg  six  men  to  work  the  crop. 

iMi'.  Avery  married  the  lady  who  now  sur- 
vives him,  January  22,  1862.  Mrs.  Avery’s 
maiden  name  was  Sallie  Reid,  she  being  the 
daughter  of  Hutchinson  and  Elizabeth  (Cur- 
tis) Reid.  She  was  born  and  I'oared  in  Texas, 
together  with  the  following  family:  James, 
who  eidi.'tcd  in  the  (hmfeilerate  service,  and 
was  killed  in  battle;  llartlett  liviim  in  (Ion- 
zalc>  countv,  d'l'xas;  Sarah,  horn  ( tetoher  11, 
1819,  is  the  widow  of  our  subject;  John, 
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IILsTOnV  OF  TFXAS. 


livilio-  ill  l!;(>ti'()p  cmiiity;  \'^:m 
William,  Ixitli  of  ( Tonzalc‘s  com.ty 
MOW  J\lrs.  Swain,  of  'rra\is  county. 

To  ami  l\Lrs.  A\’cry  wci'c  liorn  cliililicn 
as  follows:  Nora,  lioni  -Inly  11,  lS(c3,  i>  the 

wife  of  \V.  A.  Mayhall,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, the  .\rayhall  family  resiiliim  with  ..Mrs. 
Avery;  Thomas,  horn  November  10,  18(55, 
married  (bailie  Can-oil,  and  has  four  chiklren, 
their  home  also  heino;  on  the  old  faian  ; the 
q^her  children  are  siimle;  ^felinda,  hoin  -Vu- 
gust  25,  18(57;  .lames,  8c‘j)temt)er  18,  18(39; 

' John,  February  9,  1S72;  Dora,  July  1(3,  1871, 
is  deceased;  Martin,  Sc])tember  19,  1875; 
Hugh,  Xovemlier  12,  1877;  Xancy,  October 
22,  1879;  Albert,  January  16,  1882;  and 
Mary  F3.,  January  22,  1885.  Mrs.  Avery  is 
a member  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  faith  of  which  church  she  is  rearino-  i 

CT'  I 

lier  family. 

Mr.  Avery  departed  this  life  January  C, 
1889.  ' 

- - 

j'O^EPIi  J.  DAVIS  is  one  of  the  well- 
I known,  substantial  farmers  of  Travis 
county,  and,  although  not  a Texan  by 
birth,  is  yet  of  sufficient  years  in  the  State  to  | 
merit  the  name  of  old  settler.  lie  is  a son 
of  Jenkins  and  .Jane  (Calvert)  Davis,  both 
l)orn  and  raised  in  Tennessee.  After  mar- 
riage they  spent  ten  ye-irs  in  Arkansa>.  re- 
turned to  Tennessee  in  1812,  and  in  1852  ; 
moved  to  Texas,  locating  south  of  Austin, 
Travis  county,  in  the  neighborhood  of  where  j 
oui-  subject  now  resides.  'I’he  mother  died  | 
Amnist  27,  18(32,  and  the  father  after-  ' 
wanl  moved  further  north  in  Texas,  tiiiallv 
dying  in  Hood  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  childrcm.  viz.: 
Andi-ew  C..  Mary  A.,  .lohn  A.,  Martha  .1., 
Uebecca,  .1  oseph  .1.,  our  subject;  \V^.  U.,  of 


;J0:j 

Crecdmoor,  Travis  cc.mnty ; ('harity,  wife  of 
.lames  A.  Hewitt,  also  of  this  count  y ; Sam  lie  1 
(>.,  Daviif’E.,  (ieoro-e  1 1 (h-ceased  ; and  E.  E. 

J.  .1.  Davis,  the  subjecr  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Arkansas,  September  19,  ISlO,  and 
was  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Texas.  His  life  has  been  that 
of  the  hard- workimr,  successful  farmer  and 
stock- raiser,  and  he  is  now  a good  business 
man.  His  ranch  consists  of  1,000  acres  of 
fine  pasture  and  farm  land,  350  acres  of  which 
is  cultivated,  and  the  remainder  alfords  an 
excellent  range  for  stock.  The  land  lies  be- 
tween Slaughter  and  Onion  creek,  eight  miles 
southwest  of  Austin.  During  the  late  war 
Mr.  Davis  served  as  a State  ranger  under 
Captain  .lohn  Dix,  and  assisted  in  guarding 
the  frontier. 

In  the  fall  of  18(36  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  E.,  a daughter  of  Judge 
Tliomss  AV^.  Xolen,  a pioneer  settler  of  Travis 
county.  To  this  union  were  born  six  chil- 
dren: Fdnis,  who  died  on  reaching  manhood; 
Jennie,  wife  of  Xicholas  A.  Dawsoii,  a law- 
yer of  Austin;  and  Cordie,  Joseph,  Daisy 
and  Mary,  at  home.  The  wife  and  mother 
departed  this  life  February  1,  1883.  Dr. 
Davis  afterward  married  Miss  Hlumen 
Hughes. 

Politically,  he  acts  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, Onion  Creek  Lodge,  Xo.  220.  Mr. 
Davis  holds  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
neighbors,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Travis  county. 

OSEPH  \l.  ROWM.AXl),  a succc.sOul 
merchant  of  Rockdale,  Milam  count\', 
is  a native  ol  Texas,  luu'ing  biH-ii  born 
in  lauiiar  county  in  tlii'  historic  year  of  18-1(5, 
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IlLsTOUr  OF  TEXAS. 


ami  oonu'S  of  one  of  the  early  settled  families 
of  this  county,  llis  father,  I’leasant  lioland 
(wlio  always  sj)elled  his  name  in  this  way  al- 
thoimh  the  majority  of  the  family  spelled  it 
with  aw), was  a native  of  Alabama,  where  he 
was  born  in  the  first  year  of  this  centui-y  and 
where  twenty-eit^ht  years  later  ho  married 
and  came  to  Texas,  in  1842,  settling  in 
Lamar  county.  lie  took  up  his  residence 
with  his  wife  and  two  children  on  what  was 
then  the  outposts  of  civilization,  where  he 
lived  for  nine  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  lost  his  faithful  helpmate,  and  dis- 
couraged and  broken  up  in  home  he  I’eturned 
to  his  native  State,  but  came  ajjain  to  Texas 
at  a later  date  and  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life  ill  0011111  county,  where  he  died  in 
1879,  after  a long  life  spent  in  the  quiet 
pursuits  of  the  farm. 

For  a few  years  after  his  mother’s  death 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  made  his  home 
with  a married  sister,  a Mrs.  Davis,  in  Collin 
county.  Then  a stripling  at  the  age  of  ten, 
he  began  the  serious  duties  of  life  for  him- 
self. For  a number  of  years  he  worked 
anioiii;  the  neiohborincr  farmers  at  common 
farm  labor  or  whatever  else  he  could  get  to 
do,  earning  a livelihood,  growing  strong  in 
body  and  in  sturdy  self-reliance.  The  second 
year  of  the  war  found  him  a youth  of  suffi- 
cient aire  and  strenerth  to  bear  arms,  and  lie 
was  accordingly  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
service,  entering  Company  F,  Martin’s  regi- 
ment, with  whicb  he  served  in  the  Trans- 
Mississip])i  Department.  lie  discharged  his 
duties  acceptably  in  camp  and  held,  and 
after  the  surrender  returned  to  Collin  county, 
where  iie  turne<l  his  liaml  at  once  to  the  pur- 
suits of  |»eace.  He  took  iqi  carpentering  as 
a means  of  support  and  followed  it  for  a 
number  of  year,-.  Tben  about  1870  be  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  and  was  so  eiioao'ed 


at  the  towns  of  llreimmd,  \Vortham  and 
Falmer  aloiur  the  line  of  the  Houston  A 

r8 

Texas  Central  Railway,  which  was  tlien  being 
built  north  toward  lu-d  idver  for  about  four 
ye^ars.  In  the  latter  part  of  1874  he  located 
at  Rockdale,  where  he  shortly  afterwtird  em- 
barked again  in  mercantile  pursuits,  which 
he  has  since  steadily  followed  at  this  place. 
He  is  thus  one  of  Rockdale’s  oldest  mer- 
chants, and  one  who  has  met  with  marked 
success  throughout  his  whole  career  in  this 
place.  He  has  handled  almost  all  kinds  of 
merchandise  since  he  has  been  in  b-usiness 
here,  and  has  had  jiartnerships  at  one  time 
and  another  with  many  of  Rockdale’s  lead- 
ing men.  For  four  years  ]^ast  be  has  been 
handlino-  general  merchandise  and  has  a ti-ade 
varying  from  8t40,()00  to  850,000  a year.  In 
addition  to  this  he  owns  good  property  in  the 
town,  consisting  mainly  of  business  build- 
ings but  including  also  a neat,  modest  resi- 
deuce,  and  has  some  stock  in  a few  of  the 
local  enterprises.  AVhat  ]\Ir.  Rowland  owns 
he  has  made  since  settling  in  Rockdale,  and 
having  succeeded  reasonably  well  he  is 
naturally  much  attached  to  the  place  and  all 
of  its  interests.  Whatever  tends  to  stimu- 
late the  industry  of  his  town  or  promote  its 
general  welfare  receives  his  heai'ty  support 
and  assistance.  For  twenty  years  past  he  has 
been  devoted  wholly  to  business,  having 
taken  oidy  such  part  in  public  matters  as 
might  be  expected  of  any  citizen.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  of  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
to  all  of  which  he  gives  an  earnest  supjxirt. 

In  1807  .Ml’.  Rowland  married  Miss  ISallie 
M.  Lee,  a damditer  id'  W.  d.  E.  Lee,  who 
moved  to  Texas  about  185'.l  and  -ettled  at 
Palestine.  .Mrs.  Rowland  was  born  in  Sum- 
ter district.  South  Carolina,  and  was  a girl 
about  eight  years  old  when  her  parents 
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caiiK“  tc)  Tc‘\ms.  She  was  la'ared  mainly  in 
Palestine.  Mr.  ami  Mis.  lunvlaml  have  but 
one  child,  Alice  Pearl,  now  a young  lady 
verifiim  on  womanhood. 


J 


(OllN  i’.  STUKGIS,  a member  of  the 


firm  of  Womack  A Sturgis,  of  Taylor, 
was  born  in  Coin  mbits,  (leonna,  in 
1851,  a son  of  John  and  Kliza  (Cook)  Stur- 
t{is.  The  father  was  eimjiaed  in  mercantile 
business  in  Columbus,  and  liis  death  occurred 
when  our  subject  was  but  three  years  of  age. 
Tlie  mother  afterward  moved  to  this  State, 
landing  in  Montgomery,  Montgomery  county, 
on  Christmas  day,  1858.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stur- 
gis w'ere  the  parents  of  five  children:  Lucy, 
widow  of  John  C.  AVomack;  Laura,  deceased ; 
Sal  lie  C.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  AV.  T. 
Nobles;  John  P.,  our  subject;  and  Josephine, 
wife  of  Charles  Peyngltaus,  of  Madisonville, 
Texas. 

John  Ik  Sturgis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
attended  the  common  schools  of  Mont- 
gomery, Texas,  and  completed  his  education 
at  Doi bear’s  Commercial  College,  New  Or- 
leans, graduating  at  that  institution  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years.  After  returning  home 
he  was  employed  as  a laborer  on  a railroad, 
next  followed  contracting  one  year,  served  as 
Deputy  County  and  District  Clerk  of  Mont- 
gomery county  one  year,  spent  the  following 
year  as  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Cary  A 
Nobles,  and  then  formed  a partnership  with 
J.  W.  AComack  and  AC.  T.  Nobles,  undci'  the 
firm  name,  of  AV.  T.  Nobles  A Co.  In  addi- 
timi  to  his  othei-  business  intere.^ts,  Mr.  Stur- 
gis has  served  as  vice-jiresideiit  of  the  First 
National  P>ank  since  its  organizat ion  in  1883. 

In  187(5  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Anna  Criliith,  a native  of 


Louisiana  and  a danoliter  of  J(.)hn  ami  Me- 
becca  (J'ldon)  Ci'illilh,  natives  also  of  that 
State.  The  father  died  in  his  native  State, 
and  the  I’emainder  of  the  family  afterward 
I came  to  Texas,  locating  near  Alontgoniery . 

' Mr.  and  Airs.  (Jidtiith  had  ten  children,  all 
j of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity,  and  only 
j one  is  now  deceased.  Air.  and  Airs.  Sturgis 
have  had  one  child,  William  J.,  horn  January 
1 8,  1877,  and  died  in  1888.  In  his  social  re- 
lations, our  subject  is  a member  of  the  A.  L. 
of  II. 


T|  f|ENIiA'  LOCKAVOtJD,  lumber  mer- 
[pn  chant  of  liockdale,  Milam  county,  is  a 
11  4i  native  Texan,  having  been  born  in 
^ llands  county,  October  18,  1855.  llis 
father,  AVilliam  IL  Lockwood,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut;  born  iSovember  13,  1805;  reared 
in  that  State  and  in  New  York,  near  the  city 
of  Piifi'alo,  whither  his  parents  moved  when 
he  was  young,  lie  left  New  York  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  and  came  South,  stopping  at 
New  Orleans,  where  he  shortly  atterward  en- 
gaged for  a whaling  voyage,  during  which 
time  he  was  in  foreign  seas  for  a year.  lie 
then  returned  to  New  Orleans,  aud  about 
1823  or  1821  came  to  Texas  on  a tour  of  ex- 
. ploration.  After  making  two  or  three  trips 
back  and  forth  between  Texas  and  New  Or- 
' leans,  he  settled  in  Houston^  Harris  county, 

; where  he  engaged  in  cutting  and  shipping 
j wood  fi'om  that  locality  to  Galveston.  Later 
he  moved  to  Tarkington’s  prairie,  which  was 
then  in  Liberty  county,  and  there  in  1839 
married  Elizabeth  McDonald,  a native  of 
Louisiana  ami  damditer  of  John  AlcDonald, 
a vetei-an  of  the  war  of  1812,  who  moved  to 
J’exas  about  180(5.  From  Tarkington's  [irai- 
rie  he  returned  to  Harris  county,  taking  up 
his  residence  on  (ireen’s  llayou,  where  he 
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uiitil  lii>  (Iratli,  wliidi  oocMii’ivd  .1  imc 
20.  1S07.  lie  was  a nieeliaiiic,  lieiiio'  a 
skilled  Workman  in  wood  and  iron,  and  in 
earl iei- 1 i I'e  o;a\ (‘  his  attention  to  the  ti’ades, 
hilt  ahout  1852  took  np  fariniii”-  and  stock- 
rai.'ino,  which  he  hollowed  sncoessriilly  until 
hi>  dc'ath.  lie  was  elcctetl  SherilF  of  I Tarn's 
county  once  in  an  early  <lay,  hut  refused  to 
serve,  haxiny  no  taste  for  pnhlic  position, 
lie  was  Demociat  in  jiolilics,  a inoinber  of 
the  Masonic  order  and  a xealons  supporter  of 
the  churches,  but  not  a ineniber  of  any 
ehiirch  organization.  The  I>ock\voods  from 
whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  descended 
came  originally  from  Enolaud,  emioratino  to 
Amei'ica  in  Colonial  times  and  settling  in 
Xew  Idigland,  probably  in  Connecticut,  d'he 
Mcllonalds  of  his  mother’s  side  of  the  house 
were  Scotch,  eaidy  immigrants  also  to  this 
country. 

The  eight  children  of  William  K.  and 
Elizaheth  I.,ockwood  are  Hannah  Jane,  the 
deceased  wife  of  II.  M.  Lewis;  Elizalieth,  now 
residing  near  Industry,  in  Austin  county; 
William,  a farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Harris 
county;  Frank,  a farmer  in  Harris  county; 
Mary  Ann,  the  deceased  wife  of  Julius 
Sternenberg  of  Austin  county;  Henry  of  this 
notice;  Wan-en,  a miner  in  New  Me.vico; 
and  Elam,  a merchant  of  Nelsonville,  Austin 
county. 

Henry  l^ockwood  was  reared  in  Harris 
county,  this  State,  where  he  was  born,  and 
began  to  look  out  for  himsedf  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  In  1875,  about  the  time  he 
reached  his  majoidty.  he  went  to  Austin 
county,  where  he  rented  land  and  began 
farming.  In  lS7b  he  mo\ed  to  I!ell  county, 
where,  in  coniu'ction  with  his  brother,  I'rank, 
he  bought  a .--mall  place  and  farnu'd  for  four 
year>.  lie  then  iderked  for  about  two  and  a 
half  years  in  the  mercantile  bu&iness  at  Tav- 


loi-,  when,  in  Eebriiary,  1880,  he  camc'  to 
Koidolal'’  and  breame  sii|iei'intemient  foi‘ 
, Thomj)soii  A (iompany  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. He  was  at  this  for  three  and  a half 

j 

' yeai's,  wlum  J.  Ik  Tucker  of  Taylor  and  him- 
self formed  a partnei'.-hip  in  the  lumber  busi- 
i ness  at  Rockdale,  which  continued  till  Jami- 
aiy,  1802,  at  which  date  Mr.  Lockwood 
liought  hi.'  jiai'tner's  intei’est  and  is  now 
alone.  He  hasaljoutan  .S8,0(H)stock  of  ium- 
bei'  and  d(.ies  a busine.'S  of  S30,()U()  a year. 
He  ,al  so  owns  some  good  real  estate  in  Hock- 
; dale  and  stock  in  two  or  three  of  its  local  en- 
' terprises.  He  is  not  only  a competent  busi- 
j ness  man,  as  these  facts  show,  l»ut  a puhlic- 
! S])irited  citizen  whose  best  wishes  are  for  the 
j prosjierity  of  his  town  and  who  contributes 
I liberally  of  his  means  toward  that  end. 
j October  19,  1892,  kli'.  Lockwood  manded 
Miss  Emma  Hagley,  a*nd  a natixe  of  Hurleson 
county,  Texas,  and  a daughter  of  William 
11.  and  E.  T.  Hagley,  of  Alabama,  who  mox'ed 
to  this  State  about  1852.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  church,  he  of  the  Method- 
ist, of  which  he  is  Steward,  and  Superintend- 
ent of  Sunday-schools,  and  she  of  the  Cuin- 
bei'land  Pres’oyterian.  He  is  also  a Hoyal 
Arch  Mason,  a member  of  the  Knirrhts  of 
Honor  and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
AVorkmcn. 


Ml  HS.  ELIZAHETH  11.  DEaTS,  of 
! AVebheryille,  Tracis  county,  is  the 
i widow  of  Haul  Heats,  for  many  years 
a farmer  on  the  banks  of  theColorado 
riviu',  below  Austin.  He  was  born  in  Oermany, 
^August  9,  1829,  a .'on  of  Andrexv  and  Alary 
Hi-ats,  aUo  natives  of  that  countiy.  In  the 
early  'dlts  the  family  came  to  Hastrop.  Texas. 
Mr.  Heat>  was  mari'icd  in  Hasti’op  county, 
.Vugu.'t  29,  1850,  and  tliey  continueil  to  re- 
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side  tliei'c  imlil  l^oS,  wlieii  they  located  in 
Llann  ciiuiity,  fur  hettin'  stock  pi'i vileo('s. 
yXfti'i’  a re.'idence  there  (d' about  ti  1 teen  years, 
he  hoiurlit  the  ran?i  which  Mrs.  I)eat.s  .still 
owns,  located  two  ami  a halt  miles  helow 
Austin,  where  he  ilied  .Ini'.e  11,  1885.  iMr. 
J)eat.-  was  i-cspected  hy  all  who  ktiew  him, 
and  is  nionnied  lyy  a lare-e  ci I'cle  of  friends, 
lli'was  a l)emoci-at  in  his  political  views, 
was  a Master  Mason,  and,  althoui(h  not  a 
ineinher  of  any  (dmi'ch,  was  a nioi'al  man 
durii)”-  his  entire  lifetime.  .Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dt  ats  had  si'ven  children : .Mary  E.,  at  home; 
d'hoinas  .\.  mari'ied  .Vnnie  Elkins  (d  Mitch- 
ell count\',  and  now  I'csides  in  C'oniancdie 
county;  Laura,  deceased  at  the  age  of  two 
years  and  ten  months;  Robert  A.  married 
dane  Ihirleson  and  lives  neai-  his  mother; 
Eliza,  wife  of  Thomas  Thrasher,  of  Travis 
county;  Martha  E.,  wife  of  Rufus  Ijuidesoii 
and  lives  near  her  mother;  Raul  M.  married 
Eunice  Ranks  and  resides  with  his  motliei'. 

>[rs.  I feats,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
horn  in  Coweta  county,  Georgia,  a daughter 
of  Rurivl  and  Elizahetli  (Sorrels)  W'^are.  The 
family  came  to  Rastrop  county  in  1840,  and 
located  on  the  Colorado  river,  fourteen  miles 
below  the  town  of  Rastrop,  where  the  j)ai-euts 
both  died.  Mrs.  Deats  lived  at  the  old  home 
near  Aimtin  until  1801,  when  she  erected  a 
beautiful  little  home  near  MT^bberville,  and 
will  pass  the  remaining  days  amoiig  her  chil- 
di'cn  an  ! grandchildri'U . 


J<M1A.  (h  \VlLS<>A,of  'I'ravis  county, 
I’cxas,  was  liorn  in  Rutlu'id'ord  county, 
— reniU‘>sce,  1 >ecen 1 1 h.i'  ’do.  18do.  a son 
John  and  .Mary  Nash  (,Ma\)  Wilson.  The 
\\  ilson  lamily  are  ol  Irish  descent,  and 
mo\ed  from  Tennessee  to  Rcjwan  countv. 


North  (’andina.  I'lie  gi'andlathcr  ol  our 
subject,  John  Wilson,  lised  in  that  State 
during  tlu‘  Revolutionai-y  wai',  and  the  la- 
ther was  also  boni  and  laised  to  maidiood 
there.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  yaairs  he  vol- 
untc(u-ed  to  go  to  Jackson's  ai<l  at  New 
(frleans,  hut  the  battle  was  over  before  his 
company  reaclual  the  scemn  vV  few  yeai's 
aftcuwvai'd  he  emigrate<l  to  Tennessee,  where, 
in  Rutherfoi'd  county,  in  1817,  he  married 
iMary  iMay.  She  dieil  in  1838.  They  were 
tlie  paiamts  of  ten  children,  only  two  of 
whom  are  now-  living, — John  C.,  our  sub- 
jec.t;  and  Rebecca,  wife  of  S.  Webb,  of 
Eui’eka  kSpidngs,  Arkansas.  In  1840  the 
fatiuu’  married  Rhoda  Manor,  of  Rutheidord 
county,  and  in  1850  they  located  on  the 
C'olorado  river,  in  the  neighborhood  known 
as  llornliy’s  Rend,  Ti'avis  county,  Te.\as, 
where  iMr.  IVilsou  died  in  1852.  Ilis  wid- 
ow survived  him  about  thirty  years.  4’hey 
had  si.\  children,  four  now  living, — 1).  M.,  a 
real-estate  dealer  of  Austin;  Don,  a mer- 
chant of  that  city;  Scott,  also  of  Austin; 
ami  Elizal>eth,  now  Mr.s.  Alley,  of  Travis 
county. 

John  C.  Wilson,  the  suhjectof  this  sketch, 
was  born  and  raised  in  Tennessee,  but  came 
to  Te.xas  when  a young  man,  in  1847.  On 
arriving  in  Travis  county  he  tound  a com- 
pany forming  tor  the  Me.xican  war,  and  he 
immediately  enlisted  in  Renjamin  Hill's 
comj)auy,  which  wa>  a part  <4'  Ifay-s’  regi- 
ment, and  went  to  the  front.  They  arrived 
too  late  to  take  part  in  any  of  the  battles, 
and  the  company  disbanded  on  Niu'ces  river, 
aftei'  whi(di  ^[r.  Wilson  entered  Raylor's 
company  at  Monterey,  and  served  until  peace 
was  (hadared.  In  1853  he  located  on  his 
present  farm  af  t’lOO  acres,  live  mih‘s  south 
of  .\ustin.  300  acres  id'  which  is  under  a 
lini:  state  iif  cultivation.  At  the  t;me  ol 
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iriS'I'ORY  OF  TFXAS. 


the  Civil  war  Mr.  Wilson  ilid  not  feel  it 
his  duty  to  h'ave  his  taniily  until  the  striig. 
gle  had  iiearly  (dri'Cal,  when  he  entered  a | 
company  and  served  in  Arkansas  and  Louis-  ' 
iana.  Lolit  ically,  he  is  a staunch  Democrat,  i 
and  has  voted  that  ticket  from  LS48,  foi-  I 
Lewis  (lass,  to  18‘J2,  for  Cleveland,  lie  is  | 
a Ma.-ter  ^lason,  and  a member  of  the  j 
Methodist  Church.  ! 

Mr.  Wil  son  was  manned  Mav  81,  1854-,  | 
in  Travis  county,  to  Mildred  R.  Smith, 
who  was  horn  in  Tennessee  hut  came  to 
Te.xas  with  her  father  in  1850.  She  was  a ! 
daughter  of  William  Smith,  a Primitive  Rap-  j 
tist  minister.  Our  subject  and  wife  had 
twelve  children,  viz.:  Mary  E.,  now  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Puckett,  of  Ruda,  Te.xas;  William 

5.,  of  Travi.s  county;  Annie  W.,  wife  of  J.  T. 
jMcGee,  of  Hutto,  this  State;  John  M.,  also 
of  Travis  county;  J.  R.,  a resident  of  Grati- 
ger;  Mildred  E.,  now’  Mrs.  W.  D.  Miller,  of 
this  county;  Sallie  R.,  wife  of  Millo  Sloss,  of 
Granger;  and  1).  M.,  Rol>ert  Lee,  Renjamin 

11.,  Albert  S.  and  Edna,  at  home.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  March  27,  1892,  having 
been  a consisten'-  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  She  was  a helpmate  to  her  hus- 
band, a kind  and  affectionate  mother,  and 
a good  neighbor. 


l)\Mx\Rl)  SEIDERS,  deceased  , was  a I 
son  of  Jacob  and  i\Iary  Seiders,  | 
native's  of  Maine.  The  father  lived  i 
and  died  in  Waldborough,  that  State,  was  a 
fannei'  by  occupation,  served  a.-  shcrilf  of 
his  native  county,  was  a Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical r(‘lations,  and  an  acti\i'  niemhfi-  and 
Deacon  in  the  Congregational  Ch u rch.  lie 
ga'c  hi.-'  childi’cn  good  educational  advant- 


age's, and  was  lu'ld  in  high  e^steem  in  the 
imigh hoi'hood  in  whie'h  he  lived.  Mrs.  Sei- 
'Icrs,  also  a member  of  the  Conoi'e'.uational 
Church,  was  an  exemplaiw  woman.  Mr.  ami 
■Mrs.  Seide'rs  ai'e'  both  now  deceased.  Thevy 
were  the^  jearents  of  seven  childi'cti:  Henry, 
John,  Ambrojc,  William,  Elizabeth,  Jane 
and  Ifdward,  all  now  deceased,  but  lived 
to  ages  ranging  from  seventy  to  ninety 
years. 

Edward  Seiders,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  boni  in  Lincoln  county,  Maine,  Eebni- 
aiy  27,  1818.  . At  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
he  began  teaching  a winter  school  as  a Jiieans 
for  further  education,  and  later  spent  otie 
year  in  a seminary.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  found  employment  as  clerk  in  a 
wholesale  dry-goods  house  in  Roston,  but 
finding  that  occupation  too  confining  he  ac- 
ce])ted  a position  as  traveling  salesman  for 
the  same  firm,  which  he  continued  about  two 
years.  In  1884,  on  account  of  lung  trouble, 
Mr.  Seiders  removed  to  New’  Oi'leans,  where 
he  was  employed  as  shipping  clerk  iti  the 
Andrews  Rros.  dry-goods  house,  but  w’as 
also  obliged  to  abandon  that  position  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health.  At  that  time  yellow 
fever  became  an  epidemic,  but  as  he  was 
about  to  hiave  the  city  his  doctor  told  him 
his  life  W’as  not  worth  running  for,  and  he 
remained,  contracted  the  fever,  and  was  cured 
of  hemorrhages.  Mr.  Seiders  then  went  by 
water  to  Victoria,  thence  to  Rrazoria,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
two  years,  and  next  removed  to  Austin.  In 
the  latter  city  he  embarked  in  the  grocery 
and  livery  bii.-'iness,  and  in  1850  located  mi 
hi^  fanu  hear  Seiders  Spn'ngs,  which  was 
named  in  his  hmior.  He  first  lived  in  a log 
hniise  built  by  his  father-in-law.  Mi-.  Seiders 
made  his  nwn  way  in  the  wurld  from  tiu' 
agi'  (d'  seventeen  year,-',  and,  nntwdtlistandiim 
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lUSlOKY  OF  TFXAS. 


poor  health,  was  succes>rul  in  all  lii'  mi'ler- 
takings.  llis  death  oceuiTe<l  in  Anslin, 
Jmie  10.  lush'd. 

In  1S40)  our  suhjeet  was  united  in  mar- 
riao’e  to  Louisa  Maria  Wlute,  a (laughter  (_)t 
(lideon  White,  who  was  killed  by  Indians 
near  Seiders  Springs.  To  this  union  woi'o 
born  three-  ehildren;  lildward  G.,  a jeweler  <jt 
Kansas  Gity,  Missouri;  Henry  J].,  a i-ailroad 
contractor  of  Taylor,  Texas;  and  Piidcney,  a 
farmer  by  oeeii pation,  and  a resi'lent  of 
Austin.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  185-1, 
having  been  a memljei'  of  the  I'di'st  Presby- 
terian Church.  .Mr.  Seiders  was  again  mar- 
ried January  20,  1S58,  to  Letitia  Lewis,  a 
daughter  of  John  E.  and  Ann  (Scott)  Lewis. 
The  father  served  in  the  war  for  Texas,  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  was  i)resent 
at  the  capture  of  Santa  Anna,  and  served  as 
a gunsmith  in  Sam  Houston’s  army.  The 
mother  now  resides  in  Austin.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Iw^wis  had  thirteen  children,  viz.:  Will- 
iam, deceased;  John;  James;  Jacob,  de- 
ceased; Letitia,  wife  of  our  subject;  Phebe, 
wife  of  Edd  Spencer,  of  Eayette  county, 
Texas;  Emily,  a deaf  mute,  who  was  the  first 
feniale  student  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Col- 
lege, at  Austin,  and  has  been  a teacher  there 
for  twenty-five  years;  Mary,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  James  George;  Alfred,  deceased  ; An- 
na Laura,  now  Mrs.  John  Taylor,  of  Eavette 
county;  Xellie,  wife  of  J.  T.  W.  Lowe,  assist- 
ant ediror  of  the-Morcury,  of  Dallas;  -les-^e,  a 
farmer  of  Milam  county;  and  Pessie,  ^^ife  of 
Jl.  IL  Peck,  of  ..\ustin.  Mr.  and  Mi'S.  Sei- 
ders have  had  live  children;  John,  a stockman 
of  Siui  Saba  county,  has  served  as  Ciounty 
( tom  in  i.-.-ioiier  of  that  county;  Jelferson  1)., 
proprietor  of  tlie  Texas  Chty  Transfer,  of  'I’ay- 
lor;  Poiiert  L , clei'k  in  a hardwai'e  >tore  in 
San  Saba  county;  .Vrthiir  James,  at  the  old 
home  place  in  .\u''tin;  and  Alfred  at  hi.HiKv 


:;0!i 

Mr.  Seiders  was  identified  with  the  Demo 
cratic  party,  and,  although  not  a member  of 
any  church,  was  a liberal  sufiporter  of  the 
same.  He  was  a man  of  even  temper,  jovial 
d ispo.-^ition,  was  well  infonned  and  charit- 
able, and  was  respcicted  by  all  who  knew  him. 


D.  IL  L.  J.  TURNER,  physician  and 
sui’geon  of  Rockilale,  Milam  county, 
— ' is  a native  of  Spartanburg  district. 
South  Carolina,  where  he  was  born  April  21, 
1821).  His  parents  were  also  natives  of  South 
Carolina,  his  father,  Peyton  Turner,  having 
been  born  in  Spartanburg  district,  in  1817, 
and  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lu- 
cinda Grimes,  in  Newberry  district,  in  1823. 
The  parents  were  married  in  their  native 
State,  and  resided  there  until  1856,  when  they 
emigrated  to  Texas,  settling  in  Pell  county. 
In  that  county,  their  children,  eight  in  num- 
l)er,  were  principally  reared. 

The  second  of  these,  Losson  John,  the 
subject  of  this  notice,  received  his  literary 
education  at  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  and 
returning  to  that  place  in  1859  read  medicine 
with  an  old  friend  of  his  father’s,  Dr.  Row- 
land, and  later  entered  the  medical  colle'j^e  at 
Charleston,  where  he  had  taken  one  course  of 
lectures  when  the  war  opened.  He  entered 
the  Confedeate  army  in  1861,  enlisting  in 
(’onipany  1,  Ninth  South  Caiolina  Infantry. 
IL*  s('i-vcd  in  this  command  in  the  capacity  of 
()ideidy  Sergeant,  Eirst  Lieutenant  and  Cap- 
tain. commanding  the  com[)any  fur  nearly 
two  yc.ii's,  when  he  resigned  and  joined  Ciam- 
pan\’  i\.  Eighth  Texas  (Terry’s  Texas  I'anger.-). 
with  which  In*  ser\'ed  till  the  cIo.no  (d'  the  war. 
Ilctuok  part  in  mo>t  of  tin*  engagements  that 
wi'i'e  foug-lit  on  Vii-ginia  am  1 Maryl  and  soil 
dm'ing  bis  cuiinertion  with  the  army  operat  - 
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iiii^  in  that  localitv,  ami  wlimi  Im  was  ])laca!il 
with  tlm  annv  in  tlu'  We^t  liu  was  iti  all  of 
the  (icnnna  cam naio'ii  ami  with  lluod  on  his 

I 

return  into  Tennessee,  takinijj  )iart  in  all  tlie 
battles  in  which  hisconimaml  ])ai'tiei[)ated  in 
Tennessee  and  (^eori^ia.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  rcsmned  his  medical  studies  and  i^ratl- 
nated  at  the  Georoia  Medical  ('olleoe,  at  An- 
gnsta.  in  1807. 

lo'turnini^  to  Texas,  he  located  at  Cameron, 
Milam  countv,  where  he  iintmal lately  took  up 
the  practice  of  his  j)rofession.  He  had  been 
at  that  place  but  a short  time  when,  on  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  Dr  ATilev,  of  the  San 
Gabidel  and  Little  liiver  country,  he  was 
called  to  that  locality,  and  serveil  the  people 
there  until  his  recent  removal  to  Rockdale. 

In  18GD  Ui’.  Turner  married  IMiss  Georoie 

O 

Randle,  of  M^ashington  county,  Texas,  a 
daughter  of  William  Randle,  an  old  Texan, 
tnention  of  whom  will  be  found  in  the  sketch 
of  flohii  T.  Randle,  wdiich  appoai-s  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  I>y  this  marriao-e  the  Doc- 
tor  had  two  sous,  Ira  H.  and  Bailie  P.  The 
yvife  and  mother  died  in  1878.  The  Doctor 
sub.soquently  m iridel  Miss  Lulie  Rasberry,  of 
IMilam  county,  a daughter  of  Josephus  and 
Ella  Rasberry,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Mis- 
sissippi respectively,  who  moved  to  Texas 
about  188o,  IMrs.  Turner  beino  a native  of 
Mississippi.  One  child  has  been  the  issue  of 
this  marria;re--lMiirene  Edcar. 

While  the  medical  profession  has  always 
numbeiv(l  |)i‘.  Turner  as  one  of  its  most 
active  members,  lu*  has  also  been  identified 
with  the  farming  community,  and  has  taken 
gr.#it  intero't  in  the  agricultural  alfairs  <J 
the  locality  where  lu*  has  re>ided.  Imdudiim' 
hi'  own  and  wh.at  is  undei’  hi'  control,  he  h.as 
lietw  emi  l.oOd  and  :i.( H H ) acres  ( d'  land  in  this 
ami  othei'  counties  ot  this  State,  a large  p.art 
(d'  w hi(di  is  umho'  cn  it  i sat  ion.  It  is  asa  phy- 


sician. lmwe\'er.  that  tlu^  1 )octor  is  best  known, 
ami  it  is  as  a ph \'.'ic.ian  that  he  has  done  the 
woi'k  for  which  he  will  be  longe.'t  remem- 
bered. He  h.as  given  to  the  pr.ictice  of  med- 
icine twenty-live  ytair.-;  of  the  best  part  of  his 
life,  and  dui'ing  this  time  has  done  a vast 
amount  of  good  for  his  fellow-men.  In  re- 
cent years  he  has  retii'cd  somewhat  from  active 
practice,  but  still  responds  to  calls  when  made 
by  friemls,  and  to  all  calls  where  he  believes 
his  services  aia-  r(‘ally  needed.  He  has  nec- 
essarily doim  a great  deal  of  charity  ])i'actice, 
but  it  lias  been  none  the  less  faithfully  done. 


T'lKdMAS  W.  XOLEX,  of  Travis  couutyg 
Texas,  was  born  in  York  district.  South 
Carolina,  May  25,  1820,  a son  of  Will- 
' iam  and  Xancy  (Irby)Xolen.  At  the 
ace  of  thirteen  yeai's,  Thomas  W.  moved  with 
his  parents  to  ^[ississi[)pi,  locating  on  what 
was  then  called  the  Chickasaw  purchase,  now 
Tippah  county,  where  he  grew  to  years  of 
maturity.  In  1850  he  brought  his  wife  and 
two  children  to  Travis  county,  Texas,  and  at 
that  lime  Austin  contained  but  three  stores 
and  a few  residences.  The  State  house  was 
a frame  structure,  made  of  cedar  posts  and 
such  native  lumber  as  couhl  be  had,  present- 
ing a gi-eat  contrast  to  the  present  magnifi- 
cent building.  In  1851  Mr.  Xolen  came  to 
hi^  pi'esent  faiun.  He  has  taken  an  interest 
in  cminty  atlairc:  in  1870  he  was  elected  As- 
.'e.'.'Oi-  of  hi.'  county,  holding  that  office  one 
term,  ami  alsi.i  seioed  one  term  as  County 
( '■  mi m is.-iouer  alter  the  war.  During  the 
struggle  he  did  not  go  with  the  majority  of 
tlm  State,  having  hi\ ed  the  old  Union  bt.‘;tm' 
than  the  State  of  Texu'.  In  L80J.  when 
General  Hank' was  at  Browii'ville,  .Mix  Xohm 
emielmled  it  was  hi,'  duty  to  join  the  Feilei'al 
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tbroes,  and  lielp  his  country  ajrainst  its 
(.‘iieuiic'S.  llodirl  so,  and  hccaim'  a piivato 
in  the  First  Texas  Cavalry,  and  spent  nnieli 
of  tlie  time  at  Xi'W  (trleans. 

In  Tippah  eonnty,  Mississip[)i,  iMarch  18, 
184(5,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriaoe 
witli  Sarah  .lane  Stanley.  ddiey  liave  ten 
childi'cn,  namely : Mary  E.,  deceased;  AVill- 
iam  T.,  deceased;  Nannie,  wife  of  W.  K. 
I )avis,  of  Ti-avis  county;  Martha,  now'  Mrs. 
Geoi-oe  lieisnei-,  also  of  this  county;  iUyra, 
wife  of  Jack  lleisner;  John  N.,  deceased; 
Fell  Everett,  of  Haskell  county,  Texas; 
Henry  (’.,  of  Austin ; Sidney  E.  and  AViley 
A.,  of  Travis  county. 

Mr.  Nolen  has  l)een  a Uepublican  in  his 
political  views  since  the  war,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order  since  1852,  in 
which  he  has  since  held  many  offices. 

Thomas  iiekbekt  w:llia.ms,(1o. 

ceased,  for  twenty-three  years  a resi- 
dent of  Milam  county,  a prominent 
- and  prosperous  farmer,  was  born  in  the 
Pickens  district.  South  Carolina,  September 
3, 1845,  and  was  a son  of  A7illiam  S.  and  Har- 
riet ’Worthington  Williams,  both  of  whom 
were  also  natives  of  South  Carolina,  the 
father  born  in  Anderson  district  in  the  year 
1811,  and  tlie  mother  in  Newben-y  district  in 
181(5.  The  parents  were  married  in  1837 
and  had  be.<iiles  the  subject  of  this  notice 
three  other  children;  Paul,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Amelia  M'^.,  now  the  wife  of  Alfred 
Massengale  of  Milam  county;  and  I'annie, 
the  wife  of  .lohn  Holcoml)  of  Austell, 
Georgia.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
1847,  and  the  father  afterward  married  (.’arrie 
Fea>ter,  by  whom  he  had  five  (diiUlieii:  Pni- 
sie  i\L,  Hattie  M.,  Nellii'  X.,  now  Mrs.  .1 


W.  ('rocker,  A.  Erwin  and  Inme.  The  stm- 
inr  Ml’.  7Villiams  was  foi’  inany  years  belore 
the  war  a jirosperous  merchant  of  Pickens 
district.  South  Carolina,  hut  was  Inoken  U[) 
by  the  ravages  of  the  great  conflict  of  18(51— 
’C5,  and  about  the  year  1875  came  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  Milam  county,  where  he  died 
in  1880. 

Thomas  Herbert  Williams,  the  subject  of 
tliis  article,  was  reared  in  Pickens  district, 
South  ('arolina,  in  the  select  schools  of  which 
he  received  a good  jirepardtory  education, 

\ and  at  the  aoe  of  sixteen  entered  Pendleton 

1 o 

j college,  where  he  had  completed  something 

I like  half  of  the  prescribed  course,  when  the 
war  opened  between  the  States.  South  Caro- 
lina beinu-  one  of  the  most  aggi’essive  Soutli- 
ern  States  in  the  secession  movement,  the  in- 
fection soon  spread  to  her  schools,  and  it  was 
not  long  until  the  flower  of  her  youth  were 
enlisted  and  under  arms.  Young  NVilliams 
entered  the  Confederate  service  at  the  first 
call  for  volunteers  and  served  throughout  the 
entire  struggle,  taking  part  in  all  the  cam- 
paigns and  engagements  in  which  his  com- 
mand participated.  He  was  in  thirty-two 
regular  engagetnents  and  was  twice  wounded. 
Enlisting  as  a private,  he  rose  to  the  position 
of  Adjutant  of  his  regiment,  which  he  tilled 
for  about  two  years,  though  not  regularly 
commissioned. 

The  war  over  and  his  family  broken  in  for- 
tune, he  came  West  to  begin  life  under  new 
conditions,  settling  in  Milam  county,  this 
State,  in  the  fall  of  18(5(1.  He  began  his  ca- 
reer liere  literally  without  means,  having  bor- 
I’owed  the  money  with  which  to  j)ay  his  ex- 
penses to  the  State.  His  first  employment 
was  as  a cotton  picker.  Shortly  afterward  he 
was  fortunate  enough  to  secui’c  a clerkship 
in  a store  at  Maysfiehl,  where  he  earned  re- 
munei’ative  wages  and  ac(|uireci  a knowledge' 
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of  the  mei'caiitih'  business  that  was  very 
sei'vieeahle  to  liiin  in  latei-  yi^ars.  15y  the 
exei'eise  of  industry  and  economy  he  saved 
some  means  fi-om  his  earninos,  and  in  1S7U 
began  business  for  him>elf  in  |iartnci'shi|) 
witli  S.  I).  \\'hitley.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  until  1870,  when,  having 
purcdiased  000  acres  of  land  in  liittle  river 
i)ottom,  lie  ilecided  to  withdi'aw  from  mercan- 
tile pursuits  and  engage  in  airricultui'c. 
Having  manded  he  moved  out  to  his  place 
and  at  once  heuan  farmino-  on  a laroc  and 

?~i  O 

jirotitalile  scale.  He  later  added  7U0  acres 
to  his  original  pundiase.  Heopennl  addi- 
tional land  each  year  and  put  the  earnings  of 
tho  farm  in  improvements,  so  that  at  his 
death  ten  years  later  he  had  one  of  the  larg- 
est, best  improved  and  most  desirable  places  ' 
in  the  Little  river  or  Ihazos  bottom  country. 
This  farm,  since  conducted  on  the  same  oen-  ! 
erous  and  efficient  plan  by  his  widow,  has  ! 
been  placed  almost  entirely  under  cultivation.  > 
and  has  on  it,  including  what  was  placed  | 
there  during  ]\[r.  William’s  life  and  what  has  j 
been  done  since,  im2)rovements  of  the  value  ' 
of  several  thousand  dollars.  It  is  also  well 
stocked  not  only  with  serviceable  farm  stock, 
but  also  with  some  thoroughbred  and  higli-  j 
irrade  horses  ami  cattle,  of  which  Mr.  Will-  i 
iains  was  a great  admirer,  Mi'S.  AVilliams  | 
sharino  his  tastes  in  this  direction  and  beinir  I 
no  less  successful  in  the  selection,  bi’eedine  ! 
and  hamlling  of  the  same.  Mr.  AVilliams  i 
ft  ok  an  interest  in  his  farming  and  stock- 


and  the  success  that  he  achieved  in  these  was 
,‘ittrilmtable  to  the  zeal  and  intelligence  with 
which  he  jirosecuted  them.  His  thought 
centered  in  his  home  and  his  business  inter- 
ests, and.  while  he  gave  due  attention  to  the 
progress  of  aifairs  around  him  and  wa?  a 
reader  and  thoughtful  observer  of  jiassiug 


cx'cnts,  he  nevru’  sought  oliice  of  any  kind 
nor  became  an  over-zealous  ])artici[)ant  in  po- 
litical conventions  or  other  gatherings.  li(> 
was  a 1 temocrat  throughout  life  and  always 
supported  the  nominees  (,f  his  {lai-ty,  and  his 
home  was  always  open  to,  and  was  regarded 
as  a Sort  of  jiolitical  hcadiiiiarters  for  aspir- 
ants in  their  tours  over  the  county.  His  re- 
ligious connection  was  with  the  Presbyterian 
('huich,  in  whicb  he  was  a Deacon  for  a 
number  of  years  and  in  the  affairs  of  which 
he  always  manifested  the  liveliest  interest. 

Mr.  AVilllam’s  marriage  occurred  on  the 
17th  day  of  June,  1875,  and  was  to  Miss 
Emma  Alassengale,  a daughter  of  Alfred  M. 
and  Emily  Alassingale.  Alfred  Al.  Alassen- 
gale  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  October,  1814. 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  following  this 
and  stock-raising  thiougliout  life.  He 
moved  to  Texas  in  1852,  settling  in  Milam 
county,  where  he  lived  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1874.  He  was  three  times  mar- 
ried. His  first  marriage  was  to  Aliss  Emily 
Bullard,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Jidia  E. 
His  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Emily  AIc- 
Ivinney,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children:  Harris  H.,  John,  Columbus,  Al- 

fred, Anna,  Thomas  and  Emma.  His  third 
marriage  was  to  Airs.  Carrie  Slay,  by  whom 
he  had  two  children.  Alary  D.  and  Perry  S. 

Airs.  AA^illiams,  the  youngest  of  the  second 
marriage  above  mentioned,  was  born  in 
Coosa  county,  Alabama,  October  23,  1852, 
and  was  reared  in  Milam  county,  this  State, 
whither  her  parents  moved  two  years  later. 
She  was  educated  in  the  local  school.-,  receiv- 
ing the  benefit  of  good  training,  having  at- 
tended Port  Sullivan  Academy,  then  the  best 
school  in  the  county.  Being  brought  up  on 
the  farm  and  under  the  watchlul  care  of  in- 
telligent nai'ents.  slu‘  was  as  miudi  ^cdiooled 
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in  the  jiractical  maiuigi'inent  of  tin.’  atfairs  (d' 
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in  STORY  OF  TFXAS. 


tlie  farm  as  in  hooks,  and  was  tliercd’ure  en- 
ahled  to  lend  lior  linsl)and  most  oflicdent  aid 
in  the  ac(juii-oment  of  the  laroc  estate  which 
lie  died  possessed  of,  and  wldch  she  has  so 
snccessfidly  managed  since  Ids  death. 

iMr.  and  lUrs.  Williams  were  the  parents 
of  seven  childi'en,  Hve  of  whom  are  living: 
Amelia  W.,  Hattie  E.,  Carrie  S.,  Jnlia  E. 
and  Virginia  Kentucky. 

i\Ir.  Williams  is  spoken  of  by  those  who 
knew  him  long  and  intimately  in  terms  of 
gieat  respect.  All  agree  in  saying  that  he 
was  kind  and  accommodating  to  his  neigh- 
bors, steadfast  in  his  friendships  and  devoted 
unreservedly  folds  family.  lie  was  not  only 
moral  but  religious,  and  endeavored  so  far 
as  he  could  to  make  his  life  an  accejitable 
fultillmei.t  of  the  golden  rule.  Ilis  death 
was  a genuine  loss  to  the  community  in 
which  he  lived,  and  was  sincerely  mourned 
by  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances.  In 
personal  appearance  he  possessed  a somewhat 
striking  ligure,  being  full  si.x  feet  in  height, 
and  weighing  about  115  pounds,  being  very 
erect  and  of  a good  carriage,  had  dark  hair, 
large  gray  eyes  and  a calm,  untroubled  coun- 
tenance. No  man  ever  grasped  his  hand  and 
met  the  steady  glance  of  his  eye  without  be- 
ing impressed  wdth  his  personality,  and  no 
one  was  ever  under  his  roof  without  being 
touched  by  the  mellowest  virtues  of  his  race 
— simple,  unspariug  human  kindness  and 
hospitality, 

lie  died  Eebruary  28,  1890,  and  was  bur- 
ied at  Little  lliver  church,  Milam  county. 

J;AMES  W( )( ) 1)  is  one  of  the  few  ivmain- 
I ing  members  of  the  " ( )ld  C uard  ” who 
liax'c  through  itjany  yeai'.-  of  sttirm  and 
sunshiiii.'  cultivate’d  the  inch  lield.-  about 


Webher\ille.  d'hey  lia\(s  watched  tlu^  litth^ 
town  crow  fi’om  a .-inole  hoii.-ii!  and  store  to 
a thriving  trading  point,  iloing  moi'c  busi- 
ness than  even  the  capital  city,  hut  lost  its 
prestige  on  account  of  being  snubbed  by  the 
raih’oad.  Mr.  Wood  is  a sun  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Simms)  Wood.  This  family  have 
been  tillers  of  the  soil  for  many  generations. 
The  father  was  born  and  raised  in  (ieorgia, 
and  after  marriage  located  in  IMailison  conn- 
ty,  Alabama,  whei'e  his  children  were  also 
raised.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  raised  the 
following  family:  jVndrew  J.,  Samintha, 

William,  Thomas,  Bettie,  Kittie,  J ames,  Polly 
and  Nancy.  All  are  now  deceased  but  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  eldest  son,  Andrew 
J , was  named  after  the  famous  president, 
who  in  his  “ fighting  ” days  often  stopped 
at  the  MMod  home.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  Alaliama,  in  1849,  and  the 
father  afterward  started  to  come  to  our  sub- 
ject’s home  in  Texas,  but  died  at  Ilouston, 
while  en  route. 

James  Wood  was  born  in  Madison  county, 
Alabama,  on  Christmas  day,  1831.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  in  company  with  liis 
brother  William  and  several  neighbor  boys, 
he  ctarted  overland  to  Te.xas.  The  party  had 
but  one  waoon,  which  was  heavily  loaded, 
and  it  was  necessary  for  all  but  the  driver  to 
walk,  and  thus  Mr.  Wood  literally  walked 
to  Te.xas.  November  7,  1849,  they  lauded 
at  Webber’s  prairie,  and  Mr.  Wood  immedi- 
ately I’ented  the  twenty-five  acres  now  form- 
ing the  southeastern  corner  of  his  present 
farm,  where  he  made  his  first  croji,  receiving 
fifty  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre,  lie  con- 
tinued to  rent  land  for  a numbei-  of  years, 
but,  as  succcs.-  attended  his  elfoi  ts,  he  pur- 
chased propmtv,  and  now  own>  510  acres, 
making  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Ck dorado 
\alley.  He  ha>  250  acres  oi  his  place'  iimh'ra 
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ji;0()d  state  of  eiiltivation,  and  Ids  residence 
is  bnilt  on  the  hlnll',  ovorlookino  the  entire 
valley,  and  presenting  one  of  the  finest  view's 
in  Texas. 

.Ml'.  AVood  was  married  April  20,  185T, 
near  where  he  now' lives,  to  Martha,  a daughter 
of  Silas  and  Jane  (Craft)  Glover.  The  two 
families  were  intimately  accpiainted  in  Ala- 
haina,  and  the  fathei'S  were  both  enoacjed  in 
.splitting  rails.  They  were  able  to  S[)lit  about 
800  a day  while  working  together.  Onr  | 
subject  and  wife  have  eight  ebildren,  namely: 
(Jeoroe  W.,  who  residies  foni'  miles  below  his 
father,  in  l’astro|>  eonnty;  James  F.,  married 
Mattie  A[anor,  and  is  eimaoed  in  farmino; 
near  his  father;  AVilliam  M.,  mariied  Mattie 
Foe,  and  resides  in  the  same  locality;  Mary 
Ellen,  w’ife  of  Spence  Foe,  a farmer  of  Travis 
county;  Ileni'y  E.  married  Mary  Foe,  and  is 
a blacksmith  by  occupation,  at  home;  I.eeE., 
married  Fulah  Fiisbey,  a farmer  of  Fastrop  ’ 
comity;  Mattie  Lou,  wife  of  Edd  Fmleson,  a 
merchant  of  AVebberville;  and  Walter  W., 
who  married  Mollie  F.  Steward. 

Folitically,  Mr.  AVood  votes  with  the  Dem- 
acratic  party;  socially,  is  a Master  Mason; 
and  religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Faptist  Church. 


OFEFT  S.  SllAANON,  a prominent 
})hysician  of  Travis  county,  is  a son 
of  Thomas  Shannon,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  in  1705.  The  latter  moved 
ndiana  when  it  was  yet  a Territory,  loeat- 
near  Hanover,  where  he  followed  farm- 
lie  was  a AVhig  in  his  political  views, 
was  a member  and  Elder  for  many  years  (.if 
Associate  Fefornied  tJiurch.  He  was  en- 


oaoed  for  years  in  the  breakino  iniof  the  com-  I 

O D i,  , 

mon  use  oflicpioi'S.  H is  death  occurred  about  i 


1872.  Thomas  Shannon  was  a son  of  Georn-(‘ 

O 

and  Ann  (Ibaialj  Shannon,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  fatliiM'  located  near  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  in  an  eai'ly  day,  was  a farmer  and 
surveyor  by  occupation,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  Indiana.  The  Shannon  family 
came  from  Ireland  to  America  in  an  early 
day.  The  mother  iT’  onr  subject,  nee  Eliza- 
beth Speai',  was  a native  of  Kentucky  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  AI.  Spear,  both  now 
deceased.  The  Spear  family  are  of  Scotch 
descent.  Air.  and  Airs.  Thomas  Shannon 
had  seven  children:  Roliei't  S.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Georcre,  who  lived  at  Rome  until 
of  age,  resided  at  Kansas  City  for  a time,  and 
after  starting  on  a joui'iiey  to  Fort  Scott  on 
business  he  has  never  been  heard  of  since, 
and  it  is  supposed  he  was  murdered  by 
Indians,  as  they  were  then  numerous;  Alartha, 
wife  of  David  Aloore,  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  at  one  time  was  Superintendent 
of  Public  Institution  in  Pennsylvania,  after- 
ward went  to  Mississippi,  where  he  engaged 
in  teaching;  Lowry  of  Hanover,  Indiana; 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  Alatthews,  also  of  that 
place;  James,  deceased  in  infancy;  and  John, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 

Robert  S.  Shannon,  our  subject,  was  born 
near  Hanover,  Indiana,  September  11,  1823. 
He  was  eiuratred  at  farm  labor  until  eierhteen 

DO  O 

years  of  age,  after  which  he  spent  two  years 
in  a preparatory  school,  and  then  entered  the 
Hanover  College,  graduating  at  that  institu- 
tion in  1848.  In  August,  same  year,  he 
went  to  Salem,  .Alis.-issippi,  and  engaged  in 
teaching,  in  company  with  David  Moore. 
They  began  with  only  six  [lupils  and  in 
Alarch,  1^53,  they  had  o\er  a hundred.  At 
this  time  Air.  .'^hanmm  entei'cd  the  Aledical 
Department  of  the  I ni versify  of  Penn 
sylvania.  at  Philadelpia.  I'cmained  thereuntil 
Alarch,  18.75,  and  then  came  by  way  of 
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J\Iul)ilc‘  t(j  Texas,  lie  was  lirst  eiigaj^ed  in 
the  j)raetice  of  medicine  at  La  (ii'ange,  also 
taindit  at  the  (3ninherland  Colleoe  I'ur  a time, 
l'oll(;wed  his  {)rofession  in  O.so,  in  1800  went 
to  Columbus,  Colorado  county,  in  1809,  on 
account  of  an  oveillow  there,  returned  to  Cso, 
OIK'  year  later  went  to  Jmckhart,  in  the  fol- 
lowino'  year  took  charge  of  tlie  school  at 
Ih-airie  Lea,  in  1872  removed  to Georoetown, 
and  two  years  later  came  to  Fiskville.  Since 
that  time  lie  has  been  continnonsly  (mgaoed 
in  the  practice  of  me<iicine.  Dr.  Shannon 
was  ap[)ointed  one  of  the  Examining  Surgeons 
for  the  Fourth  .Indicial  District,  hnt  was 
detailed  for  jiractice  at  liome. 

In  1800  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
witli  Mary  Sloan,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Eliza  Sloan,  natives  of  Tennessee.  Two  chil- 
dren were  the  result  of  this  union,  both  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  1804,  and  in  Octolier,  1866,  IMr. 
Shannon  married  Nettie  M.  Wilford,  a native 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Eeuben 
M.  and  Clara  A.  Wilford.  They  have  had 
five  children:  K.  Wilford,  a merchant  of 
Llano;  llobert  L.,  engaged  in  the  same 
occupation  in  Fiskville;  Arthur,  a farmer  of 
Ti'avis  county;  F^rankliu,  a student  at  Aus- 
tin; and  one  child  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  relations.  Dr.  Shannon  acts 
with  the  Ilepuhlican  party,  and  is  Postmaster 
at  Fiskville.  While  a resident  of  LaGrano-e 
he  was  ordained  an  Elder  of  the  old-school 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  wife  is  also  a 
member  of  the  same  denomination. 


DIL  JOHN  WILLIAM  HUDSON, 
Ij  physical!  and  surgeon  of  Milam  county, 
is  ,‘i  native  of  Ohio  county,  Iventuek}’, 
which  county  is  also  the  birth-phice  of 


his  parents,  .lolin  Hudson  and  Petsy  Ann 
Jones.  His  jieoide  on  both  sides  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  western  Eentiud,y,  his 
grandparents,  Joseph  Hiidsmi  and  wife  and 
Dr.  James  S.  Jones  and  wife,  settling  in  what 
is  now  ()hio  county  early  in  this  century. 
.Joseph  Hudson,  who  was  of  German  extrac- 
tion and  a Virginian  by  birth,  was  a nigged 
old  |iioneer,  brave,  honest,  generous,  inde- 
j pendent  and  self-reliant.  -lames  S.  Jones 
I was  a man  of  more  polish;  he  possessed  a 
I good  education,  was  a successful  physician 
I and  a valuable  citizen.  Both  died  at  advanced 
ages,  in  the  homes  of  their  adoption.  .loliii 
Hudson,  father  of  John  William  of  this 
article,  was  liorn  in  1814.  He  was  roared  in 
his  native  county  and  passed  most  of  his  life 
there  enoa^ed  in  farming.  lie  moved  to 
Texas  in  1884  and  settled  in  Cooke  county, 
where  he  died  six  years  later.  He  met  with 
good  success,  especially  in  early  life,  and  en- 
joyed to  tlie  end  of  his  days  the  esteem  and 
good  will  of  those  among  whom  he  lived. 
His  genei’osity  was  well  known  and  he  gave 
liberally  to  all  public  and  religious  purposes 
and  to  all  deserving  individuals  who  sought 
his  charities. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a woman  of 
superior  intelligence  and  enjoyed  excellent 
educational  advantages,  by  reason  of  which 
she  exercised  over  her  children  a strong  and 
beneficial  influence,  training  them  to  habits 
of  industry  and  inspiring  them  with  pure 
thoughts  and  generous  inpulses.  She  died 
in  1854.  John  Hudson  and  Betsey  Ann 
Jones  were  married  in  184-3  and  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  the  sub- 
I ject  of  this  article  is  the  eldest.  His  two 
youngest  brothers,  James  Isaac  and  Ander- 
son i\L,  arc  i-esidents  of  this  State,  the  former 
, living  in  ( kioke  county  and  the  latter  in 
Childress  county,  both  farmers;  Elizabeth 
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ir  [STORY  OF  TFXAS. 


Aim,  the  yuun^est  of  the  fumily.  is  the  wife 
of  John  JcMiesof  ( ! ilhei'to\  i lie,  Keiitiieky. 

John  William  Hudson  u'as  horn  Deeem- 
bei-  21,  1845,  as  hefoi'O  stated,  in  Ohio  county, 
Iventncky.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
place  to  the  age  of  fifteen,  when,  October 
S,  ISbl,  he  entered  the  Union  army,  on- 
listing  in  Company  A,  Ca^itain  John  Holt, 
Twenty-sixth  Iventncky  Infanti-y,  commandeil 
I)V  Colonel  Cicero  Maxvvell.  He  was  one  of 
the  four  mem  bers  of  this  i-eoinient  who  dirl 

O 

not  see  mnch  of  the  hardship  common  t>j 
soldier  life  until  the  battle  of  Shilolioi  Uitts- 
Imro  Landintr.  From  that  time  on  he  was 
considered  a soldier  ami  he  courageously  did 
his  part.  He  was  in  hospital  several  times, 
but  during  most  of  his  period  of  cidistment 
he  was  with  the  rco-imeut  until  he  was 

O 

mustered  out,  July,  1865.  He  was  neither 
wounded  nor  cajitured  during  the  war. 

lleturniiiLr  to  his  home  at  the  close  (d'  the 
o 

great  conflict,  he  took  up  farming,  and  at 
the  same  time  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  an  uncle,  Dr.  John  Fields,  pursuing 
these  until  1871,  at  that  date  engaging  in 
the  drug  business  at  Livermore,  Kentucky, 
which  he  followed  successfully  at  that  place 
for  about  six  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
secured  a license  to  practice  medicine  and  in 
1877  moved  to  Island  Station,  where  he 
practiced  and  conducted  a drug  store  for 
three  years.  He  then  moved  to  Central 
City,  that  State,  and  in  1882  to  Texas,  set- 
tling at  Milano,  Mila^n  county.  After  mak- 
ing his  last  move  he  turned  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  his  profession.  In  1886  he 
graduated  at  the  Memphis  Hospital  iMedical 
College,  and  in  the  medical  dcjiartmcnt  of 
the  University  of  Louisville  in  1889.  The 
Doctor  has  built  up  a splendid  jiractice  in  the 
vicinity  of  Milano  and  one  that  constantly 
growiner.  He  is  held  in  liioh  esteem  both  as 


a physical:  and  a citizen,  and  although  he  be- 
o;ui  a I'ew  \ears  a<»'0  with  nothiim'  and  has 

,j  r~s  rs 

spent  considerable  in  ([ualifying  himself  for 
the  practice  of  his  prof('s.-.iou  he  has  managed 
to  save  some  from  his  caniings.  He  is  greatly 
devoted  to  his  profession,  possessing  a natural 
aptitude  for  it  and  spearing  no  pains,  as  the 
bn-egoing  facts  show,  to  tit  himself  for  its 
successful  |)ursuit.  He  is  a membei’  of  the 
5filam  County  Medical  Society  and  of  the 
Texas  Medical  As.sociation,  a member  also  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  beino  Medical  Examiner  at  ]\[ilano 
for  the  latter  order.  In  politics  he  is  a Ile- 
publican,  but  has  never  held  any  public  otlice 
and  has  never  cared  to. 

In  1867  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Louvenia 
Atherton,  a native  of  McLean  county,  Ken- 
tucky, and  daughter  of  John  G.  and  ^latilda 
Atherton,  who  were  also  native  Ivcntuckians. 
Two  children  were  born  to  this  union; 
Ueulah,  who  died  at  the  a<rc  of  two,  and 
Claudie,  now  a young  lady  nineteen  years 
old,  educated  and  accomplished  and  success- 
ful as  a teacher  in  our  public  schools.  In 
1880  the  mother  died,  and  the  Doctor  mar- 
ried a second  time.  Miss  Fannie  Stroud, 
daughtei-  of  John  and  Mary  E.  Stroud  of 
Central  City,  Muhlenberg  county,  Kentucky. 
The  Doctor  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Jlaptist  Church,  in  which  ho  has  been 
Clerk  and  Moderator. 


VTfICHOLAS  DAWSOK,  a prominent 
M farmer  of  Travis  county,  was  born  in 
P.eaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  January 
V 22,  1819,  a sou  of  George  and  Mary 
(Plackmore)  Dawson.  The  Dawsons  are 
of  Emdish  descent,  ami  are  from  the  carlie>t 
of  the  Colonial  families,  having  settled  near 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


wlu'i'c  Wiif-hi ni!;tun  now  Ptniuis,  al)OUt 
MninhcTs  of  this  pi'oinincnt  family  have  l)een  | 
tbiind  in  Legislative  halls  and  ])rominent 
positions  under  the  (iovernnient,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  did  valiant 
service  on  the  field  of  battle.  Ahout  the 
heoinning  of  that  struggle,  our  subject's 
great-grandfathei’.  I’enoni  Dawson,  located 
in  western  [Pennsylvania,  in  a section  wliicdi 
is  now  Heaver  county.  lie  was  a ])Crsonal 
friend  of  Georoe  AVashinoton,  the  two  fain- 
ilies  havino  been  on  intimates  terms,  and  a 
member  of  the  former  family  jiiloted  AVasli- 
ington  througb  tlie  wihU'rness  when  lie  made 
his  famous  trip  to  Fort  Duquesne.  Hotli  the 
orand father,  Thomas  Dawson,  and  the  father 
of  our  subject  passed  their  entire  lives  in 
J^eaver  county.  The  latter  raised  a family 
of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living,  Henoni  and  ATilliam,  still  at 
the  old  home  place  iii  Beaver  county;  and 
Nicholas,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  latter  remained  in  his  native  county 
until  nineteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time 
he  resolved  to  see  more  of  the  world,  and, 
having  a fair  English  education,  used  the 
same  as  a means  of  furthering  his  desires, 
having  taught  school  in  a number  of  dilferent 
States,  North  and  South.  Mr.  Dawson  is 
one  of  the  two  survivors,  who,  in  1841,  first 
performed  the  difficult  feat  of  crossing  the 
plains  and  Rockies  in  wagons,  a full  account 
of  which  appeared  in  the  Century  magazine  ot 
November,  1890,  written  by  the  other  sur- 
vivor, Hon.  John  Bidwell,  of  California. 
The  following  year  Mr.  Dawson  found  him- 
self on  the  Pacific  slope,  where  he  spent  two 
years,  the  first  engaged  in  mci'chandising, 
and  the  second  in  seal-hunting.  The  old 
desire  for  new  scenes  then  came  over  him, 
ami  he  again  took  up  his  wanderings.  This 
time  the  famous  land  of  the  Montezumas 


was  in  his  x’ision,  and,  with  a pony  and  a 
I bracc!  of  “ navy  sixes"  tor  company,  made 
his  way  southward.  Air.  Dawson  made  the 
entire  journey  alotie,  and  for  the  most  part 
without  beimr  molested, ai‘ri\'in>r  sahhyin  the 

O ’op 

city  of  Afexico  in  the  s[)i'ing  of  1844.  I’'rom 
there  he  journeyed  to  Vei'a  Chmz,  and  then 
returned  to  the  States,  wheia^  he  taught  school 
as  before  until  the  eold  fever  of  1848  aitain 
set  his  blood  tinulino-  for  the  center  and 
soui’ce  of  a new  excitement.  Leaving  his 
wife,  whom  lie  had  but  recently  married, 
with  her  parents,  he  joined  an  expedition, 
going  hy  the  southern  route  to  the  gold  fields. 
The  guides  lost  their  way  on  the  great  Staked 
Plains,  and  for  days  they  wandered  in  a vain 
search  for  water.  The  wagons  were  finally 
ahandoned,  that  they  might  press  on  faster, 
and  animal  instinct  was  relied  on  to  bring 
them  to  water.  A mule  was  turned  loose, 
and,  after  several  hours  of  wandering,  finally 
found  refreshment.  Ten  long,  weary  months 
were  consumed  in  this  trip.  Air.  Dawson 
was  successful  in  his  diggings,  but  made 
money  more  rapidly  in  freighting.  In  1851 
he  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  in  the  same 
year  came  to  Travis  county,  Texas.  lie  first 
located  several  miles  south  of  Austin,  on  the 
San  Antonio  road,  but  after  the  close  of  the 
war  came  to  his  present  location,  seven  miles 
southwest  of  Austin.  He  bought  a small 
tract  of  land,  thirty  acies  of  which  was 
cleared,  and  he  now  owns  372  acres,  190 
acres  of  which  is  under  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

Air.  Dawson  was  married  in  Sevier  county, 
Arkansas,  Alarch  29,  1848,  to  Alargaret 

AVright,  who  was  born  and  raised  in  that 
county,  and  was  formerly  a ])upil  of  her 
husband.  She  was  a daughter  of  Amos  and 
Elizabeth  (^Wilson)  AVright.  natives  respect- 
ively of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  The 
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IIISTOlty  UF  TEXAS. 


ois 

AVi-iglit  tuinilj  \V(‘i’e  oi  igiiiully  I'mni  Virginiii.  [ 
Mr.  ;iti(l  Mrs.  1 )ii\vsoii  have  liad  seven  ehil- 
reii,-  (our  now  living;  JMar}'  <1.,  {)rinei|)al  o( 
tlio  puldic  school  in  Soutli  Austin;  A'ancy 
K.,  a tcaichcr  in  the  high  school  at  Austin; 
Nicholas  A.,  a lawyer  of  that  city;  and  Ilelle, 
attending  the  University  of  Texas,  at  Austin. 
INfr.  Dawson  is  indej)endent  in  his  ])olitical  ' 
views,  although  he  votes  princi[)ally  with  the  i 
Democratic  }>arty.  lie  is  also  liheral  in  i 
religious  all'airs,  helonging  to  no  (diurch  so- 
ciety, hut  favors  Universalisni.  i 


UCtII  GOODAVIK,  a farmer  of  Will- 
iamson county,  was  horn  in  Louisa 
county,  Virginia,  U(d)i'uary  22,  1832, 
a son  of  Ilugji  and  iS'icie  Ann  (Cole- 
man) Goodwin,  natives  also  of  that  State.  The 
father  is  a son  of  Hugh  Goodwin,  and  this 
family  originally  came  from  England.  The 
father  of  our  sub  ject,  a slave  owner  and  prom- 
inent farmer,  died  in  Yirginia,  in  185U.  lie 
had  thirteen  children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to 
years  of  maturity,  namely:  Robert,  Iluldah, 
William,  llugli,  Andrew,  John,  Coleman, 
Eettie  15.  and  Archie  Tallach.  AVilliam  and 
Coleman  came  to  Texas  in  1859.  The  former 
practiced  medicine  in  Burleson  county  from 
tliat  year  until  the  opening  of  the  late  war, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Barsons’  brigade,  served 
through  the  entire  strugsle,  after  which  he 
went  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  died  in 
1880.  Coleman  engaged  in  farming  in 
AVashington  county.  lie  also  entered  the 
army,  ami  died  while  in  service.  Mrs.  Good- 
win died  in  1818. 

Hugh  Goodwin,  tlu*  subject  of  this  sketch, 
remained  under  the  [)areiital  roof  until  he 
was  eiiditeen  years  oi'  aee,  whmi  he  made  a 
visit  in  Kentucky.  After  returning  honu' he 


aeain  went  tu  that  State,  whei’e  he  was  on- 
<>;ured  in  tradimr  two  viru’s,  and  in  1851  lo- 
cated  in  Alissoni'i.  He  then  went  overland 
to  California,  arriving  in  that  Stat(i  in  1852, 
where  he  remained  until  1800,  and  during 
the  tirst  five  years  of  that  time  was  engaged 
in  mining,  and  later  in  the  sheep  business. 
He  handled  laacc  luu’ds  besides  those  on  his 
own  ranch,  and  also  <lrove  to  Montana.  In 
1800  Mr.  Goodwin  sold  his  inten-ests  in  Cali- 
fornia and  returned  to  A^irginia,  but,  the  war 
having  passed  over  and  devastation  taken  the 
place  of  peace  and  plenty,  and  the  slaves  gone 
from  the  old  home,  he  remained  in  that  State 
but  a few  months.  In  1807  he  came  to 
Texas,  visited  many  of  the  best  sheep  ranches 
of  thatState,after  which  he  concluded  that  this 
was  not  a sheep  country.  Mr.  Goodwin  was 
next  eno-aged  in  the  wool  business  in  Galves- 
ton  two  years,  but  after  the  Eastern  buyers 
became  so  plentiful  he  began  cattle-buying, 
making  trips  through  the  country  towns  as 
far  north  as  Magnolia,  and  sold  the  product 
at  Galveston.  In  1875  he  came  to  what  was 
tlien  the  terminus  of  the  International  A; 
Great  Northern  Railroad,  at  Rockdale,  where 
he  was  the  only  cotton-buyer  for  many  years. 
Two  years  later  he  made  his  first  purchase  of 
land  in  this  county,  which  he  at  once  began 
improving,  and  he  now  owns  about  800  acres, 
400  acres  cultivated.  He  rents  most  of  his 
land,  and  his  attention  is  devoted  principally 
to  the  raising  of  cattle,  buying  and  feeding 
for  the  market.  His  farm  adjoins  the  town 
of  Hutto,  is  beautifully  located,  and  it  is  only 
a short  walk  from  the  depot  to  his  stately 
mansion. 

August  13,  1884,  Mr.  Gemdwin  was  ui\ited 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mai'v  f'arlcv,  who  wa^ 
burn  in  Trinity  county,  Texas,  Alarch  9,  18(')1, 
a daughter  of  W.  II.  and  Lucy  (^Hargrove) 
Earley,  the  former  a native  of  Alabama  and 
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till*  hitter  of  Nortli  Carolina.  The  i'athei-  lo- 
cated in  llarrisun  county,  'I'e.xas,  in  184C), 
\va,s  there  married,  subsequently  moved  to 
d'rinity,  and  in  1870  cainc^  to  Williamson  | 
county.  lie  is  engaged  in  fanning,  ami  is 
also  employed  at  the  depot.  ]\[r.  and  Mrs. 
I’arlcy  had  seven  children:  Vs . H.;  INfary;  .1. 
11.;  Forrest;  AValter;  Hally  and  Arthur,  d. 
11.  I'arley  died  in  November,  1880,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  children  reside  in  William- 
son county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  have 
had  ti\e  children:  Lucy;  lluldah;  Hugh,  de-  i 
cease  at  the  ane  of  fifteen  months;  William 
and  Spencer  C. 

Our  subject  alHliates  with  the  Demociaatic 
jiarty,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  tbe  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church. 

OPEliT  J.  MOOKE— In  portraying 
the  pioneers  of  Te.vas  and  the  first 
settlers  of  Travis  county,  it  is  highly 
essential  that  the  Moore  family  occupy 
a conspicuous  place  in  the  pages  of  the  his- 
tory. 

For  three  generations  they  have  figured 
prominently  in  the  business  interests  of  Travis 
county  and  of  Texas.  As  is  well  known, 
Texas  was  formerly  a part  of  Mexico,  but 
the  countiy  was  a barren  waste  inhabited  by 
Indians  and  wild  animals,  and  in  the  early 
part  of  thi.s  century  but  little  was  known  of 
it  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  race.  At  that  time 
Tennessee  was  the  frontier  of  civilization.  The 
eaily  settlers  of  that  country  wei'e  a hardy  and 
brave  race,  and  amonn  them  were  the  ances- 
tors  of  our  subject.  As  in  all  frontier  settle- 
ments the  ])ionecrs  had  but  little  occasion  ! 
for  jii'cserving  family  history;  theii'  time  is 
consumed  in  defendino  their  families  from 

O 


the  savages  and  developing  the  country  fi.ir 
[losterity,  and  the  Moore  family  is  no  ex- 
ception to  the  rule. 

-lanuary  10,  1808,  Thomas  A.  IMooro  was 
born  in  Tennessee,  the  third  child  and  oldest 
son  of  Nathaniel  and  Pebecca  (Adams)  Moore. 
The  father  was  born  iMarch  10,  1780,  and 
the  mother  May  12,  1788,  were  marriel  July 
2,  1801,  and  I’aised  six  children.  Ujion  the 
best  authority  we  have  we  find  Thomas  A. 
Mooi'e  following  the  example  of  his  fore- 
fathers and  locating  in  Texas  about  the  year 
1821,  being  among  the  very  first  white  set- 
tlers of  tlie  State,  lie  first  located  in  southern 
Texas,  on  Cana  river,  where  he  eluded  the 
scalping  knife  of  the  Indians  for  about  twelve 
years,  having  many  narrow  escapes  and  fre- 
quently forced  to  flee  from  the  dreaded  sav- 
ages. During  his  early  settlement  here  the 
principal  food  of  the  family  was  dried  ven- 
ison for  bread  and  fresh  venison  and  other 
wild  game  for  meat. 

ATe  next  find  him  en;;ao;ed  in  assisting 
in  moving  the  soldiers  to  Fort  Prairie, 
which  was  many  miles  north  of  any  civil- 
ized community,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
he  drove  the  first  wagon  to  the  Colorado 
river,  and,  being  enchanted  with  this  beauti- 
ful country  and  the  richness  of  the  fertile 
soil,  he  decided  to  make  this  his  permanent 
home  and  lay  the  foundation  for  a home  for 
his  posterity;  consequently,  early  in  the  ’80s, 
he  permanently  located  in  what  is  no'w 
Travis  county,  but  here  he  found  the  red 
man  as  troublesome  as  he  had  been  in  south- 
ern Texas,  and  he  was  constantly  on  the  alert 
for  the  treacherous  savage,  lie  took  an  act- 
ive  jiart  in  all  the  Indian  wars,  and  was  ever 
ready  to  lend  a hand  in  preventing  their  hos- 
tile depredations,  lie  took  [lart  in  the  his- 
tone Sjiring  ci'eek  fight,  a notable  event  of 
frontier  service,  in  which  the  Indians  made 
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a rush  iijion  the  scttlcMiieiit  and  sacked  the 
small  store  and  post  otlice,  apj)ropi-iating  the 
ready-made  clothing,  which  they  donned  in 
a most  grotescjiie  fashion.  A running  tight 
ensued  in  which  the  marauders  were  handled 
in  a severe  manner,  and  met  with  a heavy 
loss.  At  another  tinu*  Mr.  ]\roure,  with  three 
conifianions,  was  coming  out  from  Austin 
toward  Webherville,  and  came  suddeidy  upon 
a small  hami  of  Indians  wlio  had  in  captivity 
a little  fellow  named  Colman.  The  four 
brave  men  made  a desperate  assault  upon 
the  redskins  and  released  the  prisoner,  with 
only  the  loss  of  Mr.  Moore’s  horse.  Attacks 
from  the  Indians  were  almost  of  daily  occur- 
rence, and  the  settlers  were  not  safe  from 
the  arrows  of  their  hostile  neighbors  even  in 
their  own  door-yards. 

After  living  in  constant  watchfulness  of 
the  Indians  for  a ]>eriod  of  fourteen  years, 
another  trouble  came  up  of  an  equally  serious 
nature.  By  this  time  Te.xas  had  several  set- 
tlements of  civilized  people,  and  by  their 
thrift  and  energy  had  excited  the  jealousy  of 
the  Mexican  government,  who  imposed  bur- 
dens in  the  way  of  taxation  that  w'ere  un- 
bearable, and  upon  the  people’s  refusal  to 
submit  to  this  exorbitant  taxation  the  Mexi- 
cans declared  war,  giving  their  officers  in- 
structions to  exterminate  the  American  set- 
tlers, in  which  some  bloody  butchery  took 
place;  but  the  decisive  battle  of  San  Jacinto 
took  place  April  21,  ISJtl,  which  gained  for 
Texas  her  independence,  and  she  formed  an 
independent  republic. 

April  21,  ISJ'J,  Mr.  Moore  ])articipated  in 
the  Hattie  creek  light,  in  which  he  lost  his 
horse  and  came  near  being  captured. 

It  were  such  stmdy  ])ioneers  as  j\fr.  JMooie 
who  had  the  courage  to  come  to  this  wild 
and  bai'ren  cminti-y  and  subdue  the  savages 
and  Mexicans,  and  lay  tlui  foundation  foi-  the 


greatest  and  most  fertile  agricultural  State 
in  tlie  lini(.m,  ami  the  posterity  of  these  men 
are  now  en  joying  the  peaceful  and  cultured 
homes  made*  possible  by  the  haialships  and 
privations  of  these  first  settlers. 

It  must  iiOt  be  imagined  that  the  pioneers 
were  without  amusements,  and,  as  now,  one 
of  the  principal  sources  of  recreation  was 
that  of  hoi'se-racing;  and  Mr.  jMoorc  was  an 
ardent  lover  (if  this  sport,  and  always  kept  a 
number  of  these  valuable  animals.  At  times 
the  purses  were  worth  a tidal.  As  early  as 
1S4U  Mr.  Moore  won  a purse  of  ift2,0()0,  and 
his  horse  was  ridden  by  our  subject.  It  was 
among  these  wild  surroundings  that  Mr. 
Moore  passed  his  life  and  accumulated  a 
large  estate,  having  at  the  time  of  his  death 
several  thousand  acres  of  Travis  and  AVilliam- 
son  counties’  best  soil,  which  increased  rap- 
idly in  value  as  the  country  settled  up. 

His  wife,  whose  name  before  marriage 
was  Mary  Williams,  bore  him  eight  children: 
Itobert  J.,  Rebecca  Ann,  Haney  E.,  Mary  L., 
Nathaniel  J.,  Thomas  W.,  Sarah  Jane  and 
Maggie  S.  He  departed  this  life  in  April, 
1852,  and  his  wife  died  April  10,  188-1. 

Robert  J.  iMoore,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
a tent  under  a live-oak  tree  on  Gilliland’s 
creek,  about  eioht  miles  from  where  AVeb- 
berville  now  stands,  September  23,  1833;  is 
the  oldest  son  and  child  of  the  above,  and  is 
one  of  the  oldest  native-born  white  citizens 
of  Travis  county.  During  his  boyhood  days 
there  were  but  few  settlers  in  the  county  and 
educational  facilities  were  almost  unknown. 
He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  resided  with  his  jiarents 
until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when  he  be- 
gan bu.'ine.-'S  for  himself,  engaging  in  agri- 
cultural juirsuits. 

In  1851  he  went  to  Lampasas  county,  fol- 
lowing, as  h;id  his  ancestors,  the  frontier. 
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:uu)  tln‘i'(‘  L'litriu^cd  in  furmiiu;  and  st(jck- 
I'aifiin'',  moetiiic  with  eminent  success  until 

* O 

the  hreakitio-  out  ol'  the  late  Civil  war,  when 
he  olfered  hi^  services  to  the  Con I'eilerate 
o;overnnient  to  assist  in  preserving  her  tiine- 
honorofl  institutions.  In  the  spring  of  18(12 
ho  enlisted  in  Colonel  Darnell’s  I'eginient, 
lint  soon  afterward  joiiual  a I'egiinent  of 
Missouri  State  troops,  with  Cajitain  Crisp  in 
command  of  the  com pany  and  Colonel  Colley 
at  the  head  of  the  i-eiriment.  He  was  in 
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the  service  of  the  State  about  si.x  months  be- 
fore heini;  mustered  into  the  Confederate 
service  proper.  He  was  made  lieutenant  and, 
as  one  of  his  soldiers  told  the  writer,  a kind- 
lier, pleasanter  officer  did  not  serve  in  either 
army.  Lieutenant  iMoore  had  the  implicit 
confidence  and  aifection  of  every  soldier  in 
the  company.  He  participated  in  only  one 
general  engagement,  that  of  Newtonio.  Mis- 
souri,  but  he  was  in  many  skirmishes,  as  will 
be  readily  seen,  as  his  regiment  was  brigaded 
with  the  faTUous  Joe  Shelby. 

When  the  war  was  ended  the  command 
disbanded  on  the  Red  river,  and  Mr.  Moore 
returned  to  Lampasas  county  and  gathered 
the  remnant  of  his  possessions  to  make  a new 
start  in  life.  The  ravages  of  war  had  dealt 
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no  less  kindly  with  him  than  with  his  neigh- 
bors, as  he  came  home  after  four  years  of  camp 
life  to  find  Ids  stock  stolen  and  scattered. 

In  ISOG  lie  returned  to  his  old  home 
county,  Travis,  and  pm-chased  his  present 
farm  in  Delvalle  of  200  aci'es,  of  which  130 
acres  are  now  in  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  also  owns  property  in  Taylor,  Te.xas. 

Mr.  iMoore  was  married  October  20,  1853, 
to  Miss  Martha  Hurleson,  who  was  born  in  j 
llastrop  county.  Texas,  -liinc  27,  1835,  a [ 
ihiughter  of  .Inlm  and  Rebecca  ( I !ell)  Rurle- 
son  ami  a nieci-  of  (Icneral  Edward  lUirleson, 
the  notc‘d  Indian  lighter.  zV  brief  outline 


of  the  genealogy  of  the  Hurleson  family  is 
found  on  anothei'  {)age,  taken  from  the  family 
history  of  Dr.  Rufus  C.  Hurleson  of  M^aco. 

John  Hurleson  came  to  Texas  in  1830, 
and  settled  in  Hastrop  county;  was  married 
in  Tennessee;  partici[)ated  in  the  Imlian  and 
iMexican  wars,  in  company  with  his  brother, 
General  Edward  Hurleson;  followed  farming. 
He  hail  six  children:  Hell,  Elizabeth,  .Martha, 
Edward,  Mary  and  John.  Mr.  Hurleson 
died  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  seventy-thi-ee 
years,  and  his  wife  had  died  April  15,  I'-ilO. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  Mary  Texas  was  born  on 

Gilliland’s  creek,  near  the  birthplace  of  her 
father,  June  8,  1855,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Crafts,  a farmer  on  the  line  of  Hell 
and  Williamson  counties;  Thomas  A.  was 
born  at  the  same  place,  June  15,  1857,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Austin; 
he  married  Miss  Hettie  Mabry;  Andrew  H. 
was  born  in  Lampasas  county,  March  8, 
1859,  and  married  Miss  Naomi  Smith;  he  is 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Berry  & Moore 
Bros.,  dealers  in  general  merchandise  at  Del- 
valle, and  also  engaged  in  buying  cottoti  and 
in  farming;  John  Burleson  was  born  in  Lam- 
pasas county,  July  20,  1861,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Berry  A Moore  Bros.; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  A.  L.  Hughes,  was 
born  in  Lampasas  county,  August  5,  1864, 
and  resides  on  a farm  near  Creedmoor,  tliis 
county;  Dud,  born  November  17,  1866,  in 
Travis  county;  Martha,  the  wife  of  M.  T. 
Eppler,  was  born  at  the  present  homestead, 
T’ebruai-y  8,  1869,  and  resides  on  a farm  in 
Eastland  county;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of 
j George  Berry,  of  the  fii'in  of  Horry  vt  Moore 
I Hi'os.;  she  was  born  on  the  homestead,  Do- 
cember  16,  1870,  and  I'esides  at  Delvalle; 
Ellen,  who  also  was  boi-n  on  the  homestead, 
J Illy  8,  1876. 
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Mr.  ]\I()Oi-e  ail  aiilicront  to  tlui  doctrines 
of  tlu^  C'liristian  Cliui-cli;  is  a man  ot  sterling 
wortli  and  is  recoonized  as  a valiialik-  ineinber 

r*i  • 

of  the  cominnnity.  As  will  be  noticed  above, 
Mr.  ]Moore  was  born  in  Travi.s  county  three- 
score years  ago  ami  was  a subject  of  the 
]\Ic,\ican  government  while  yet  a child.  Te.xas 
became  a i-ejmblic,  and  he  grew  into  boy- 
hood under  her  constitution.  When  he  was 
a Youth  of  thirteen  Texas  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  he  grew  to  manliood  under 
the  jirotection  of  the  stars  and  stripes.  In 
ISOl,  when  Texas  cast  her  lot  with  the  Con- 
federacy, he  espouseil  lier  cause,  and  subse- 
quently, in  18G5,  wlien  d'exas  became  again  a 
part  of  the  United  States,  lie  again  cast  his 
sufiVaoe  with  her.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that 

O 

he  has  lived  under  five  governments,  and 
still  resides  within  a few  miles  of  his  birth- 
place! In  the  history  of  Texas  it  will  be 
hard  to  find  two  families  who  have  contributed 
more  toward  laying  the  foundation  and  as- 
sisting in  the  development  than  the  Moore 
and  Uurleson  families,  and  to-day  the  mem- 
bers of  these  two  families  figui’o  conspicu- 
ously in  the  various  industries  and  profes- 
sions that  make  the  State  a shining  star  in 
the  Union. 


IIOMAS  BIUD  (deceased),  who  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Travis  coun- 
ty, Texas,  and  for  many  years  a pros- 
perous farmer  of  his  neighborhood,  eight 
miles  north  of  Austin,  is  dee|ily  mourned  by 
a host  of  friends,  who  knew  and  ajipreciated 
his  worth  of  character.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  death  of  but  few  men  have  caused  as  uni- 
versal mourning  in  his  vicinity,  to  the  ma- 
terial and  moral  advanccmieiit  of  whiidi  he 
contributed  so  much  during  a hmg  and  use- 


ful life.  In  his  private  relations  he  was  hos- 
pitahle  and  kind,  beloved  of  all  Jus  neighbors, 
lie  liyed  in  patriarchal  simplicity  and  all 
were  welcome  at  his  house,  the  humblest  re- 
ceiving the  same  hospitable  treatment  as  the 
richest  and  <rreatest  in  the  land.  In  the  words 
of  a friend,  benevokmce  and  kindness  were 
moi'e  conspicuous  in  him  than  in  any  other 
man  he  ever  knew.  lie  was  dee])ly  alfection- 
ate  and  tender  in  his  family  circle,  no  word 
of  unkindness  ever  coming  from  his  lips  to 
those  who  were  nearest  and  dearest  to  him. 
llis  wife,  the  partner  of  his  bosom  in  youth 
and  in  age,  in  mi^'-fortune  and  prosperity,  was 
cherished  by  him  with  an  indescribable  fer- 
vor and  depth  of  tenderness  and  love. 

Mr.  Bird  was  born  in  AV^ashington  county, 
Illinois,  June  15,  1822,  and  was  a son  of 
John  and  Tabitba  (Taylor)  Bird,  who  was 
born,  reared  and  married  in  South  Carolina. 
Ilis  parents  removed  in  an  early  <lay  to  Ten- 
nessee and  afterward  to  the  frontier  of  Illi- 
nois, where  both  subsequently  died.  They 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farming, 
which  pursuit  he  followed  all  his  life,  and  by 
industry,  good  management  and  economy,  ac- 
cumulated a comfortable  income  for  himself 
and  family. 

lie  deserves  to  rank  with  patriots,  for  on 
the  first  call  for  troops  for  the  Mexican  war, 
he  volunteered  his  services,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany A,  of  the  Second  Illinois  Volunteers, 
and  with  his  regiment  went  to  Mexico.  lie 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  until  the 
battle  of  Buena  Arista,  at  which  he  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  right  thigh  and  jaw. 
Mr.  Bird  afterward  returned  to  Illinois, 
where  he  continued  to  i-eside  until  180(1. 
Kver  >ince  his  army  experience,  he  had  been 
troubled  with  chronic  dysentery,  contracted  on 
tlu“  field,  and  which  so  greatly  impaired  his 
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ln‘ultli  tliat  it  was  thoiiflit  licst  for  liiin  to 
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seek  a change  of  chimate.  The  family,  theiao 
fore  removed  to  Travis  county,  Texas,  wliere 
]>is  life  was  prolonged  for  nearly  thirty  years. 

The  first  few  years  of  this  Texas  life  was  dis- 
couraging in  the  extreme.  It  was  j ust  aftei’  the 
close  of  the  war  and  so  new  and  wild  that  the  i 
whoop  of  the  Comanche  Indian  had  scarcely 
died  away.  (Outlaws  and  horse-thieves  in- 
fested the  country  in  large  nuiul)ers,so  much 
so  that  the  farmers  could  hardly  keep  teams 
enough  to  cultivate  their  land.  Mr.  Bii'd  and 
his  sons  took  an  active  part  in  putting  these 
hifjhwavmen  to  rout  and  hrinoini;  them  to 
justice,  until  the  country  became  i:i  a few 
years  as  greatly  civilized  as  any  in  the  world. 
The  rest  of  his  life  was  passed  in  peace  and 
happiness  in  a neighborhood  of  as  good  peo- 
ple as  is  to  be  found  on  the  globe,  lie  here  j 
enjoyed  a fair  degree  of  health  until  his 
death,  April  2,  1892,  when  he  passed  to  his 
reward  amidst  the  universal  mourning  of  his 
family  and  friends. 

September  9,  1847,  Mr.  l»ird  was  married 
to  the  lady  who  still  survives  him.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Polly  Ann  Ayres,  and,  like 
her  husband,  she  was  born  and  reared  in 
Washington  county,  Illinois,  to  which  her 
parents  had  removed  from  Tennessee  in  an 
early  day.  To  this  union  were  born  six  chil- 
dren: John,  deceased;  William,  lesiding 

on  the  home  farm;  Booker,  at  Watters; 
Rho<la,  deeease<l;  Saliie,  wife  of  James  Hol- 
man, of  Hutto,  Texas;  and  Polly  Ann,  wife 
of  Higgins  Holman,  brother  of  James,  and 
resides  near  her  brother. 

William  li.  Bird,  the  eldest  of  the  surviv- 
ing sons,  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Illinois,  March  2.  1851.  The  oi-igiiial  pur- 
chase of  the  father  consisted  of  801)  acres, 
which  was  evenly  dividcil  between  timljerand 
and  black  prairie  land.  A ])art  of  this  tract 


was  given  to  Willi;im,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  owns  485  acres,  175  of 
which  is  under  a ooud  state  of  cultivation. 
He  takes  great  pride  in  handling  fine  stock 
and  raises  Percheron  horses  for  carriage  use. 
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William  was  married  in  Travis  county,  De- 
cember G,  188G,  to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of 
Charles  ami  Elizal)eth  llarnes,  and  they  have 
two  children:  William  IT,  Jr.,  and  Thomas. 

I.  B.,  or  Booker,  as  he  is  familiai’Iy  called, 
was  boni  in  Hunt  county,  Texas,  May  18, 
1858.  He  is  now  a prominent  merchant  and 
fanner  of  the  little  town  of  ATatters,  near  his 
mother’s  farm.  He  was  married  in  this 
county,  December  12,  1875,  to  Laura  Iv.,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Tliomas  11.  and  Alartha 
(Harrel)  Bacon,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
i dren:  Floyd,  li-aand  Ora. 

Gj  YRUS  R.  SMITH,  for  a number  of 
|^  years  a leading  member  of  the  Camer- 
— ^ on  laar,  was  born  in  Cherokee  county, 
Alabama,  in  183G.  His  parents  were  San- 
ford V.  and  Mariam  (McGregor)  Smith,  na- 
tives of  South  Carolina,  who  were  reared  in 
Alabama,  where  they  spent  the  greater  part 
of  their  lives.  The  father  was  a farmer,  and 
it  was  on  the  farm  that  the  earlier  years  of 
the  subject  of  this  notice  were  passed.  He 
I received  a classical  education  and  would  have 
[ graduated  at  the  university  at  Oxford,  Ala- 
bama, had  not  the  war  interfered.  He  en- 
! gaged  in  teaching  for  some  years  after  he 
I grew  up.  He  entered  the  Confederate  army 
' in  18G1,  eidisting  in  the  First  Alabama  Regi- 
■ ment,  with  which  he  served  until  18G2.  when 
he  re-enli>ted  in  the  cavalry  service  and  was 
attached  to  Ford's  command,  risiii"-  thi\)iuTh 
successivi'  piavmotions  to  the  Colonelcy  of  his 
; l■egin)ent.  After  the  war  he  read  law,  and  in 
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1SG7  came  to  Texap,  stopping  at  Cameron, 
wliei'c  lit'  secured  admisj-inn  to  the  har.  He 
tlien  I'cturned  to  Alaliama.  wliere  lie  married 
Miss  Cornelia  On-,  of  Talladega  county,  that 
State,  and,  eouiing  again  to  Texas  located  at 
Cameron,  where  he  entered  on  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  His  rise  at  the  bar  was 
rapid,  and  he  soon  took  a leading  place  among 
the  best  talent  in  the  State.  lie  was  for 
man}'  years  prominent  in  politics  and  enjoyed 
an  extensive  ac([uaiiitance  among  the  leading 
politicians  of  the  State.  lie  represented 
Milam  county  in  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  187G,  and  occupied  conspicuous  and 
ini[)ortant  places  both  before  that  convention 
and  on  its  committees.  From  his  ]>ractice  as 
a lawyer  he  acummulated  considerable  prop- 
erty, mostly  in  real-estate  which  has  grown 
to  be  valuable  \vith  the  settlement  and  devel- 
0[)ment  of  the  country. 

Ills  wife,  Mrs.  Cornelia  Orr  Smith,  is  now 
residing  at  Salado,  Bell  county.  She  was 
born  in  Talladega  county,  Alabama,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  AVilliam  A.  and  Cynthia  A.  Orr, 
her  father  being  the  inventor  and  patentee 
of  the  Orr  cotton  gin,  and  a successful  man 
of  business.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  four 
children:  Daisy,  Cornelia  Eden,  Minnie  Bell 
and  Bov  E. 

The  last  named  was  born  in  Cameron,  Milam 
county,  April  27,  1869.  lie  was  reared  there 
and  at  Salado,  Bell  county.  His  preliminarv 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools 
of  Salado.  He  S])ent  two  years  at  the 
State  University  at  Austin,  traveled  for 
two  years  and  then  settled  on  a farm 
al)out  midway  between  Cameron  and  Buck- 
dale,  where  he  ('iigaged  iii  agricultural  pur- 
."uits,  where  he  is  meeting  with  a fair  suc- 
cess, and  whci'e  he  enjuv,-  the  unbc)unded 
cuniidence  and  esteem  of  ihute  by  whom  he 
!>•  .siii'i-ounded.  Mi.-^s  Oat-ie  l.aui’a  Smith 


gi'aduated  with  high  honi.)rsat  the  Eucy  Cobb 
College,  located  at  Athens,  Ceorgia ; Cornelia 
Eden  has  giaduatc'd  at  the  Thomas  Arnold 
high  school  at  Salado,  with  distinguished 
honoi's;  and  Minnie  Hell  is  still  at  school. 


ENBV  B.  SElDEltS,  a successful 
business  man  of  Taylor,  was  born  in 
'Iravis  county,  in  1850,  a son  of  Ed- 
ward and  Louisa  (White)  Seiders,  na- 
tives of  Maine  and  Texas,  i-espectively.  The 
paternal  gramlfather  of  our  subject  came  from 
Germany  to  this  eountry,  locating  in  Maine. 
Edward  Seiders  was  born  February  15,  1812. 
He  removed  to  Louisiana  when  a young  man, 
where  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a store  in 
New  Orleans  for  some  time.  In  183G  he 
located  near  Columbus,  Texas,  but  a short 
time  afterward  went  to  Brazos  county,  where 
he  was  em[)loyed  as  manager  of  the  Gideon 
M’^hite  plantation  for  some  time.  About  1846 
he  moved  to  where  Austin  is  now  located, 
where  he  and  his  father-in-kiw  purchased 
1,200  acres  of  the  Speer’s  league  of  land, 
locate<l  on  the  northern  border  of  the  city.  At 
that  time  Austin  contained  only  a few  houses, 
the  county  having  not  yet  been  organized, 
and  no  one  thought  of  the  village  becoming 
in  the  future  the  seat  of  government  for  the 
Bepublic  of  Texas,  as  well  as  now  the  State 
capital.  Mr.  Seiders  de\oted  his  time  to 
farming  and  stock-raising.  Farming  in 
those  days  was  the  most  dangerous  w'ork  one 
could  engage  in,  as  the  Indians  were  nu- 
merous  and  hostile.  Mr.  Scider’s  father 
wtiuld  often  plow  with  his  gun  fastcuicd  to 
his  plow  handle>,  not  knowing  at  what  time 
they  would  make  a rai<l.  :ind  he  W(_)uld  them 
b('  obliged  to  tight  hi,^  way  to  his  family. 
Edward  Siddi'is  was  a stildicr  in  the  scr\ic,e 
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of  Texas  during  tlu*  war  of  1840,  served 
tlii'oiiii^lioiit  tile  striii^oile  as  a private,  was  in 
many  hard-fonglit  Oattles,  and  was  once 
woiindtal  by  an  Indian  in  tlie  rif^ht  liand. 
He  served  only  as  a home  onard  during  the 
late  \var.  h'rom  1855  to  18(i0  Mr.  Seiders 
was  em>‘a<red  in  the  mercantile  business  in 

O . 

connection  with  farmino  but  durino;  the 
war  devoted  Ids  attention  entirely  to  agri- 
cultm-al  pursuits  and  stock-raising.  lie 
opened  the  first  farm  of  any'  size  in  that  j)Or- 
tion  of  Travis  county.  Mr.  Seiders  resided 
within  two  miles  of  Austin  from  184:7  until 
his  death,  in  June,  1802,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  11  is  wife  died  in  1833,  at  the 
age  t)f  twenty-six  years.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  tlie  old -school  Presbyterian  Churcli. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seiders  had  tliree  sons, — Ed- 
ward, now  in  Kansas  City;  Henry  B.,  our 
subject;  Pir)kney  W.,  a resident  of  Austin. 
In  1858  the  father  was  uidted  in  marriao;e 
with  Miss  Lettie  Lewis,  a native  of  Texas. 
They  liad  five  children, — John  W.,  Jefferson 
D.,  Bobert,  Arthur  and  Fred.  Mrs.  Seidei's 
stijl  survives,  and  resides  at  the  old  honie- 
st^  a<l. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Gideon  Wldte,  was  one  of  the  veiy  early  set- 
tlers of  Texas.  He  was  noted  for  Ids  per- 
severance, indomitable  will  and  bravery  in 
battle.  He  served  in  many  Indian  cam- 
paigns, was  Captain  of  tlie  citizen  soldiers, 
and  lost  his  life  by  the  savages.  Mr.  Wldte 
had  taken  his  ivun  aiiout  sundown  and  started 
to  get  his  cattle,  but  wldle  on  Shoal  creek, 
two  and  a half  miles  above  where  Austin 
now  stands,  ami  while  nearing  some  live-oak 
trees,  he  was  attacki‘d  by  three  Indians.  He 
was  shot  through  the  thigh  and  dropped  to 
the  oround,  and  the  Indians,*  thinkino  he 
was  dead,  started  for  his  >calp.  Mi'.  White 
raised  himself  to  a sitting  position,  fired,  and 


killed  one  sa\age.  The  remaining  two 
crowded  nearer,  but  Mr.  Wldti*  succeeded  in 
killino  another  with  the  stock  of  his  imn. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Edwatvi  Seiders, 
heard  the  firing,  and  started  for  the  seat  of 
trouble,  but  as  he  drew  ncai-  saw  the  third 
Indian  running  away,  after  having  killed  and 
seal[)cd  Mr.  White.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  lie  was  probably  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  that  section  of  the  State.  He  was  a 
prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser  and  a 
large  slave-owner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M’hite  had 
five  daughters,  all  now  deceased,  namely: 
Mrs.  Seiders.  Mi's,  .fudge  Fisk,  Mrs.  Enoch 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Martin  Aloore,  and  Mrs. 
Thompson. 

II.  B.  Seiders,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  elucation  in  the  city  of  Austin. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-tliree  years  he  began 
contracting  in  railroad  work.  Ids  first  con- 
tract  haviniT  been  on  the  Houston  efe  Texas 

O 

Central  Ilailroad,  in  1872.  He  next  engao-ed 
in  quarrying  rock  in  Austin  for  the  court- 
house, post-office  building,  Hancock  building. 
Catholic  church,  .fewisli  synagogue,  and 
m.'iny  other  prominent  buildings.  He  also 
furnished  the  fire-wood  for  all  of  the  State 
buildings,  etc.  In  1880  Mr.  Seiders  left 
Austin  for  Laredo,  Texas,  where  he  built 
seventeen  miles  of  road  for  tlie  International 
& Great  Northern  Railroad  Company.  He 
next  returned  to  Austin,  and  in  1882  moved 
to  Trinity  Station,  on  the  International  A 
Great  Northern  mad,  where  he  had  a con- 
tract for  grading  the  Trinity  A Sabine 
Railroad,  a brancli  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
A Texa'^  road.  I luring  the  same  year  lie 
built  two  miles  of  road  for  the  East  Texas 
A Sabine  Railway  Company,  in  1^82  began 
work  for  the  Texas  A'  Southern  Railroad; 
.Inly  S,  18n3.  opened  a yard  and  feed  store 
in  Taylor,  two  years  later  lu-gan  the  livery 
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business,  aitcr  anothei-  two  years  resuirKal 
railroad  work,  taking  a contract  for  Ituiblitig 
tlirr'C  miles  of  I’oad  on  tlie  j\Iissoni-i,  Kansas 
k d'exas  Kail  road  from  Taylor  to  Kastroj). 

I-.  Sei<lers  aftei'ward  contracted  with  the 
same  road  for  Iniildiim  bridges  and  <;radiim 

o CO 

county  roads.  In  18'J2  be  resumed  work  on 
the  Missouri,  Kansas  A:  Texas  extension  to 
Houston. 

.January  1,  1884,  our  subject  married  Aliss 
Alice  Scbietler,  a native  of  Sabine  county, 
Texas,  a daugliter  of  Ferdinand  and  Sophia 
(Cook)  Schietfer,  natives  of  Germany  who 
came  to  this  State  long  ])rior  to  the  late  war. 
The  pai-ents  had  twelve  children:  Kobert; 
Gus,  deceased;  Kichard;  Annie,  wifeof  AVill 
Thirlie;  Mary,  wife  of  P.  M.  Seiders;  Bertha, 
now  Mrs.  Charles  Thirlie;  Alice,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Otto,  Ilermon,  Willie,  Alexander, 
and  one  deceased  in  infancy.  The  father 
died  February  10,  188'J,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
one  years,  and  the  mother  died  July  17,  same 
year,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Seiders  I'.ave  five  children, — Hattie, 
Emma,  Alice,  Julia  and  Henry  II.  Our  sub- 
ject affiliates  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Taylor 
Lodge,  Xo.  95,  and  both  lie  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  old-school  Presbyterian 
Church. 


Wl'i  A.  ELLISON,  a physician  and  mer- 
^ chant  of  Manchaca,  Travis  county, 
^ ->  was  born  in  Caldwell  county,  Texas, 
October  19,  1855,  a son  of  W.  W.  and  Emily 
(Bather)  Ellison.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  came  from  Ireland  to 
America  in  ('olonial  times,  locating  in  South 
Carolina,  and  later  in  Alabama.  The  gi'aud- 
falher,  William  Ellison,  was  born  and  raised 
in  that  State,  later  lived  many  ycai-s  near 


-laidvson,  Mississippi,  and  finally  died  in 
J’exas,  at  tlu^  advanced  age  (d'  ninety  yiairs. 
J’he  fathei'  was  born  in  Alabama  in  ls2S, 
wlu're  he  was  reai'cd  to  manhood,  and  was 
married  in  Mississijipi  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years.  He  followed  agricultui'al  pursuits  in 
that  State  until  1849,  when  the  family  came 
to  Texas,  locating  on  the  Colorado  river,  in 
Bastrop  county.  In  the  followitig  year  Mr. 
Ellison  bought  laud  three  miles  south  of 
Lockhart,  Caldwell  county,  where  he  remained 
until  after  the  close  of  the  late  war,  was  them 
a resident  of  Smith  county,  later  of  Bell 
county,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Hays 
county  ill  1884.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
departed  this  life  in  1805.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ellison  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  viz.: 
Cornelia,  now  the  ATidow  Shelton,  of  Drip- 
ping Springs,  Texas;  James  B.,  of  Bell 
county;  W.  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Ada,  wife  of  Thomas  AlcElroy,  of  Buda, 
Texas;  Hewitt,  of  Travis  county;  and  Bob- 
ert,  of  Bell  county.  After  the  mother’s 
death  the  father  married  her  sister,  then  the 
AVidow  Collier.  They  had  live  children: 
Frank,  a resident  of  Bell  county;  Lola,  now 
Mrs.  Denny',  of  San  Marcos,  Texas;  Mattie, 
who  is  still  unmarried;  and  Charlie  and  Leta, 
twins,  the  former  of  San  Marcos  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Buda. 

AY.  A.  Ellison  grew  to  years  of  maturity 
in  Caldwell  and  Smith  counties.  He  be<>-au 
the  study  of  medicine  under  an  uncle  in  the 
latter  county.  Dr.  II.  M.  Rather,  in  1875, 
and  during  the  years  of  187G-'77  attended 
lectures  at  the  .Missouri  Atedical  Colletre  at 

O 

St.  Louis.  He  then  practiced  medicine  under 
a cci-tilicate  iu  Alauchaca  until  1883,  and  in 
that  year  entered  the  Louisville  .Medical  (kd- 
leo'C,  gi-aduatiuiT  at  that  institution  in  Id-b- 
ruai'y,  1884,  recei\im>'  two  gold  medals. 
Silicic  that  time  lAIix  Ixllisou  has  practiced 
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incdiciiie  in  this  city.  In  1880,  in  company 
with  ['.  Von  Kosiml)cro,  lie  cinliarkcd  in  the 
incrcuntilc  ami  dnio  luisiness,  hut  in  dannary, 
1808,  jiiirchased  his  partnei-’s  intei'cst,  since 
whicli  time  lie  has  continued  the  business 
alone.  Mr.  Kllison  also  owns  three  farms, 
air>:refratin>r  about  GOO  acres,  350  acres  of 
which  are  under  a ^ood  state  cf  cultivation. 

November  28,  1877,  in  this  neighborhood, 
the  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  McCuistion,  who  was  born  and  raised 
in  Travis  county,  ;i  daughter  of  J.  d.  Mc- 
Cuistion. To  this  union  have  been  born  four 
children:  Mattie  (deceased  in  infancy).  Sudie, 
Lena  and  AVillie.  Mr.  Ellison  votes  with  the 
Democratic  purty,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 


j^jEV.  JAMES  PEELER—The  stock 
from  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
descended  came  originally  from  the 
British  isles,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Anthony  l^eeler,  being  a native  of  England 
who  emigrated  to  America  in  an  early  day 
and  settled  in  Georgia.  He  died  in  Jasper 
county,  of  that  State,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two. 

James  Peeler  was  born  in  Greene  county, 
Georgia,  February  13,  1817.  His  parents 
wei’e  Jacob  and  Sarah  Martin  Peeler,  both 
natives  of  the  same  county.  The  father  was 
a ])lanter  and  miller  by  occupation  and  passed 
his  life  in  the  pursuit  of  these  interests, 
pi'incipally  planting.  He  moved  to  Alabama 
about  1839  and  resided  for  a number  of  years 
in  Randoljih  county,  that  State.  His  death 
occuri'cd  in  18-lG,  in  IIk^  tifticth  year  of  his 
age,  at  the  residence  of  hisson.  Dr.  Anderson 
Pielcr,  then  living  at  Gruoverville,  Florida, 
lie  tiad  scr\(‘d  as  a voluntcei'  in  the  war  of! 


1812,  was  a pati-iotric,  industrious,  us(d'ul 
citizen  and  devout  Cliid.-tian,  being  a life- 
lomr  numibcr  of  the  Alethodist  Church,  in 
which  he  was  for  yeai  s a Class-leader.  His 
widow,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  survived  him  till  1854,  dying  at  the 
home  of  her  son-in-law,  F.  N.  Carlisle,  in 
Le(m  county,  Florida,  in  the  fifty- second  year 
of  her  age.  Of  their  ten  children  nine  be- 
came grown,  all  of  whom  married  and  tilled 
useful  places  in  society,  three — Andm-son, 
AV'^illiam  and  James  — being  ministers  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

The  last  named,  the  subject  of  the  notice, 
was  reared  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  being  passed  on  a farm  and 
as  clerk  in  a country  store  to  the  age  of 
nineteen.  Relievinn-  himself  called  to  the 
ministry  of  the  church  he  took  the  first  de- 
cisive step  in  August,  1836,  toward  qualify- 
ing himself  for  the  discharge  of  the  respons- 
ible duties  connected  with  the  calling,  and 
in  April,  1839,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by 
authoritj'  of  a quarterly  conference  presided 
over  by  Rev.  S.  B.  Sawyer,  and  held  in  Ran- 
dolph county,  Alabama.  He  did  local  au.vil- 
iary  work  from  that  date  till  1841,  when  he 
joined  the  Alabama  Conference  at  Salem  and 
entered  actively  into  the  labors  of- his  church. 
ITom  1841  to  1849  he  was  with  the  Alahama 
Conference;  he  was  then  transferred  to  the 
Florida  Conference,  where  he  labored  for 
more  than  ten  years  at  Key  West,  Bruns- 
wick, Madison,  Tallahassee  and  other  points, 
interspersing  his  ministerial  labors  with 
teaching  and  investigations  of  theological 
and  secular  subjects.  AVhile  :it  Key  West  he 
turned  hi^  attention  to  the  study  of  naviga- 
tion, and  in  a short  time  became  master  cif 
that  stdence.  After  moving  to  Tallahassee  he 
invcnteil  the  " Peeler  Plow,”  an  implement 
■ f liusliandry  which  at  the  time  ga\c  pi'oiiii.-e 
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of  oreat  iinprovcMiicnf  in  farming  oj)erations, 
lint  w liieli,  on  acc.onnt  of  tlio  nnsottled  condi- 
tion of  tliiinrs  In’onoht  on  liy  tlio  bi'cakino; 
out  of  tlie  late  war,  never  fultilled  these 
))roniises.  Its  inventor  did  enough  with  it, 
howevei-,  to  demonstrate  its  merits,  and,  l\av- 
ing  patented  it,  disposed  of  some  territory  to 
good  advantage.  The  principal  deal  which 
he  made  of  this  kind  was  the  exchange  of  the 
unsold  territory  in  Texas  foi-  a tract  of  9,000 
acres  of  land  in  Milam  county,  on  account  of 
whicli  ti-ade  he  finally  hccame  a citizen  of  this 
State.  This  tract  lay  adjacent  to  a (quarter 
of  a league  which  he  had  previously  hought, 
and  thus  gave  him  a valuable  l)ody  of  land  or 
otie  that  was  destined  to  liecome  valuable, 
the  trade  being  made  early  in  tbs  'COs,  be- 
fore Texas  soil  had  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  outside  world,  as  it  has  done  in  recent 
years,  llev.  ]\[r.  Peeler  came  to  Texas  in 
1800  and  settled  in  Milam  county,  where,  on 
account  of  the  impaired  condition  of  his 
health,  he  followed  outdoor  pursuits  fora  few 
years,  taking  up  surveying  as  his  chief  em- 
ployment. In  1808  he  connected  himself 
with  the  Northwest  Texas  Conference  and 
again  entered  upon  ministerial  work.  lie 
was  so  eimao-cd  until  1882,  when,  on  account 
of  his  age  and  failing  health,  he  was  placed 
on  the  superannuated  list,  and  has  not  since 
had  any  I'ogular  charge  in  the  church,  al- 
though he  still  preaches  occasionally  and 
takes  a mmeral  interest  in  cliui’ch  work. 

()ii  .January  18,  1830,  liev.  Peeler  married, 
in  iMuscogee  county,  t-ieorgia,  the  lady  whom 
be  wedded  being  Mary  Lawless,  a daiigbter 
of  -lones  Lawless  and  a native  of  Putnam 
comity,  that  8tatt>.  This  union  lias  been 
bU'.ssed  with  the  birth  of  eleven  children, 
seven  of  whom  became  gi'own  and  tivt‘  of 
uhmn  ari'  li\  ing.  Those  who  reached  ma- 
turity were  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hates,  the  willow  of 


Dr.  .1.  C.  Bates,  I’csiding  in  (kimeron  ; .Ander- 
son ,1.,  an  attorney,  who  died  at  Austin,  No- 
\ ember  3,  I8‘s0,  ha\  ing  be('U  for  a niimbei’ 
of  years  a jiidminent  lawyer  of  the  State  and 
served  as  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  the 
State;  Mi’s.  Sarah  M.  Joyce,  the  widow  of  A. 
J.  .loyce,  residing  at  .Anson,  .Tones  county; 
.lames  M.,  who  died  in  the  Confedei'ate  anny 
during  the  late  war;  Alallai'd  L.,  living  in 
New  Orleans;  Mrs.  Ida  J.  Wulfjen  of  Greeley, 
Colorado;  and  .lohn  L.,  a lawyer  of  Austin. 
Mr.  Peeler’s  wise  investments  have  enaliled 
liim  to  make  ample  provision  for  all  of  his 
children  and  still  have  plenty  to  keep  him- 
self in  comfort  during  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  divided  up  the  bulk  of  his  property 
as  his  children  became  of  age  and  apportioned 
it  aniono  them,  selling  what  he  reserved  for 
himself  and  placing  the  proceeds  in  a safe 
investment.  lie  has  also  been  liberal  with 
his  means  toward  the  church,  having  given 
in  land  and  money  to  the  support  of  the 
churches  and  educational  institutions  con- 
ducted under  the  aus])icesof  the  church.  Ilis 
life  has  been  an  active,  varied  and  exception- 
ally successful  one,  and  in  it  there  are  many 
things  worthy  of  careful  study  and  imitation. 
One  can  speak  within  the  bounds  of  reason 
and  moderation,  and  say  that  he  has  lived 
much  nearer  than  most  men,  even  ofhiscall- 
iitg,  to  the  teachings  of  that  gospel  which  it 
I was  his  privilege  for  so  many  years  to  pro- 
claim; for  not  only  has  his  voice  been  found 
always  earnestly  jileading  for  truth  and 
I righteousness,  justice,  benevolence,  charity 
and  all  the  kindred  vii'tues  and  graces,  but 
his  hands  have  been  swift  ami  untiiTno'  in 
ministering  to  the  jiri'ssiug  iicimIs  of  thu.'e 
ai’oiind  him  and  to  .'■howing  th(‘  beauty  in 
practice  in  comnnui  life  id'  tlu‘se>ame  \ irtm‘S 
and  grace-.  lie  is  an  ardent  temjierance  ad- 
I vocate,  having  Ih'cii  a memliei’  of  evi-ry  tern- 
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perance  oi’i'anization  w ithin  |■(.■adl  since  early 
boyhoud,  and  ])i'eadied  many  seniions  on  that 
8iil)ject.  lie  is  also  a JMason,  joiniiiir  that 


In  1840  he  came  to  Texas,  and  eoon  al'tor- 
wai'd  joined  the  i-ane;er  scowice,  ami  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  at  Corpus 


order  in  1842  and  being  an  active  worker  in 
it  for  years. 

4’he  Itev.  Mr.  I’eclei'  was  a volunteer  in  the 
late  Will',  Confederate  service,  being  Cliaplain 
of  the  Twenty-eightli  Gcoi’gia  Kegiment, 
Cohpiitt’s  brigade,  D.  11.  Hill’s  division. 
Stonewall  Jackson’s  corps,  and  served  in  the 
valley  of  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Feeler,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  no- 
tice, died  December  5,  1802,  in  the  seventy- 
third  year  of  her  age,  after  a lingei-ing  illness 
of  several  months.  She  was  a faithful  wife 
and  devoted  mother,  and  truly  devout  Chris- 
tian woman. 


E*  S.  FEKRY,  a farmer  of  Travis  county, 
Texas,  is  a son  of  Elisha  and  Sarah 

1 (Rich)  Ferry.  On  the  father’s  side 

the  family  located  in  Culpeper  county,  Vir- 
ginia, in  Colonial  times.  The  grandfather, 
Sampson  Ferry,  w'as  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  as  was  also  the  maternal  grand- 
father, and  both  were  at  the  surrender  of 
Cornwallis  at  Yorktowm.  Elisha  Ferry  was 
raised  and  married  in  Virginia,  emigrated  to 
Elbert  county,  Georgia,  in  1820,  and  in  1830 
to  Montgomery  county,  Alabama,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1846  and  the  father  in  1850. 
Mr.  and  Mbs.  Ferry  had  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased  but  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  One  son,  William,  located  in 
Arkansas  in  an  early  day,  where  his  sou, 
.lames,  has  served  as  Governor  of  tlur  State, 
and  is  now  United  States  Senator. 

E.  S.  Ferry  was  burn  in  Elbert  county, 
Georgia,  July  21,  1821,  and  was  reare<l  to 
maidiood  in  Montgomeiy  county,  Alabama. 


Christi  by  General  Gaidand  of  the  United 
States  troO{)S,  under  Colonel  Ford,  ami  seiwed 
on  the  frontier  one  year.  Mr.  Merry  S[)cnt 
tw'o  years  in  Austin,  and  then  located  in  this 
neighborhood,  having  lived  on  his  present 
farm  since  1806.  lie  has  240  acres  of  land, 
located  seven  miles  southwest  of  Austin,  140 
acres  of  which  are  under  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation. During  the  late  war  he  served  as 
Government  teamster,  altlujugh  he  was  not 
in  favor  of  the  war.  In  his  political  rela- 
tions he  is  a Republican;  socially,  is  a Knight 
Templar  Mason,  has  served  as  a delegate  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  several  times  and  held  many 
important  offices;  and,  religiously,  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Faptist  Church 
for  fifty  years. 

Mr.  Ferry  was  first  married  in  Montgomery 
county,  Alabama,  in  1848,  to  Candace  Thomp- 
son, who  died  the  same  year.  Their  son, 
Marion,  died  at  reaching  maturity.  In  1855, 
in  Travis  county,  Texas,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriao-e  with  Sarah  A.  Jennings, 
a native  of  Alabama,  and  a daughter  of  S.  K. 
Jennings.  She  came  wdth  her  parents  to 
Texas  from  Faltimore,  Maryland,  in  1851. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  four  children: 
Emma,  wife  of  AY.  G.  McClennan,  of  Travis 
county;  James  C.,  a resident  of  McMullen 
county, Texas;  Cornelia,  wdfe  of  D.  O.  AVriglit, 
of  this  county;  and  Gertrude,  now  Mrs.  .lolin 
AViJidit,  and  a resident  of  Council  Fluffs, 
Iowa. 

JjA.MKS.  M.  IxEMU,  deceased,  was  a^son 
! of  William  M.  Kemp,  who  was  luirn  in 
^ 'l\‘imesscc,  in  1814.  The  latter  moveil 
to  I'diyette  county,  Texas,  in  1855;  in  1870 
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to  Ti'aviri  coiinty,  and  liis  death  occurred  at  | 
tlie  latter  place  iii  1881.  lie  was  a farmer 
by  occuj)atioii,  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  a memljer  of  the  Methodist  Kpis- 
copal  Churcdi,  in  which  he  was  Class-leader 
and  Steward.  Dnrimr  the  late  war  In;  j 
served  in  the  State  militia.  William  II. 
Kemp  w’as  a son  of  Barnett  Kemp,  who 
was  a native  of  iNorth  Carolina,  whence  he 
moved  to  Tennessee.  The  Kemp  family 
came  to  America  from  Ireland.  The  mo- 
ther of  onr  subject,  nee  Nancy  Brazier,  was 
a native  of  North  Carolina,  a flanghter  of 
James  and  Polly  (Smith)  Brazier,  natives 
also  of  that  State.  Mrs.  Kemp  moved  to 
Tennessee  when  a child,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred in  Travis  county,  Te.xa;,  in  1892. 
She  was  buried  with  her  hmshand  at  Mei’- 
rilltown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp  w’ere  mar- 
ried in  Tennessee,  in  1832,  and  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  James 

B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  liohert,  de- 
ceased; Mary  Louise,  wife  of  J.  M.  Smith, 
of  Merrilltown ; Wilson,  deceased;  Sarah, 
wife  of  A.  J.  P’ord,  of  Brown  county, 
Texas;  Nancy  C.,  now  Mrs.  A.  M^eber; 
Thomas  L.,  a resident  of  Louisiana;  and 
Abijah  G.,  a merchant  of  Merrilltown. 

James  E.  Kemp,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Tennessee,  in  1833.  He  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  1847, 
wher.;  he  continued  until  some  years  after 
the  late  war,  and  in  1855  came  to  Te.xas. 
lie  went  by  railroad  from  Normandy  to 
Nashville,  thence  by  water  to  New  Oideans 
and  Galveston,  and  ne.xt  by  wagon  to  Port 
Lavaca  and  Austin.  lie  worked  at  his  trade 
at  the  latter  place  two  yeai-.-,  and  then,  in  c.ou- 
neotion  with  fanuino.  followed  the  same  occu- 
pation in  Payette  Cl  unity.  May  12,  18()9,  Mr. 
Kemj)  settled  where  hi>  widow  now  resides, 
lie  began  life'  for  himself  at  the  a<m  of  sm'en- 


teen,  with  no  as.-^i.stance,  and  on  landing  in 
Te.xas  his  possessions  consistivl  of  ahont  !^50. 
At  his  death,  December  27,  1881,  he  o'.vned 
250  aci’es  of  miod  land.  llis  widow  still  has 
155  acres,  50  acres  of  which  is  umler  a fine 
state  (d'  cultivation.  During  the  late  war 
Mr.  Kem[)  enlisted  in  Company  B,  AVall’s 
legion,  and  sei’vo  1 as  Cajitain  until  the  close 
of  the  stniggle.  He  was  captured  at  Vicks- 
burg. paroled  and  sent  home,  then  worki'd 
for  a time  in  the  Government  blacksmith 
shojis  at  .Vustin  and  after  the  war  returned 
to  Fayette  county. 

In  1854  our  suliject  was  united  in  mar- 
riacre  with  Miss  Eliza  S.  Woodward,  who  was 
born  in  Fi’anklin  county,  Tennessee,  in  18i33, 
a daughter  of  Josiah  B.  and  Nancy  (Kitch- 
ens) AVoodward,  natives  of  Tennessee  and 
North  Carolina,  respectively.  The  father 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  The  mother  died  in 
Mason  county,  Texas,  in  188G,  and  the  fa- 
ther still  resides  in  that  county.  Mr.  AVood- 
ward  was  a son  of  Marion  and  Jane  (Brandon) 
AVoodward,  natives  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Josiah  B.  AVoodward  were  married  in 
1820,  and  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
viz.:  Marion,  deceased;  Martha  Jane,  who 
iriarried  J.  11.  Kitchens,  who  died  while  serv- 
ing in  the  Confederate  army,  and  she  is  now 
the  widow  of  Fraidc  Harmon,  and  a resident 
of  Alason  county;  Eleanor  Iv  married  II.  P. 

! Strambler,  and  l)Oth  ai’e  now  deceased,  the 
latter  dying  in  the  (Dnfederate  army;  lyliza 
S.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary  L.,  who  fii’.-t 
married  C.  B.  King,  and  after  his  death, 
in  1858,  she  marrii'd  Ailam  Thomas,  of 
Lee  county,  JA'.xas;  Ihcbecca,  widow  of  I-\ 
King,  who  died  while  serving  in  the  Ckui- 
fedcratc  army;  Samuel  K..  a resident  of  Cali- 
fornia; and  Nancy  Amanda,  wife  of  Alariou 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


Lnsl<  of  l!dl  oomity.  Afi’.  uiul  Mis.  Keni|) 
liHve  liail  ten  cliildroii,  iKuncly;  Viola  Ten- 
nossoo,  wifo  of  A.  H.  Asli,  of  Ti'avi^  oouiity; 
Lowis  of  Williamson  county;  Dora  A., 
wife  of  T.  D.  Smith,  of  Travis  county;  IvJna, 
now  Mrs.  J.  W.  Graves,  also  of  tliis  county; 
Soi)lironia  A.,  wife  of  J.  (h  Newton,  of  Coke 
county,  Te.xas;  Minnie,  deceased;  Samuel  In, 
at  home;  Daisy,  wife  of  E.  li.  Di.xon,  of 
Eouiui  liock;  Lillie,  at  lioine;  and  Cora  L., 
deceased  in  infancy.  Mr.  Ivempwasa  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  relations;  socially,  aniem- 
her  of  the  Grange  and  the  T.  ().  O F.;  and, 
although  not  a member  of  any  church,  was  a 
iiood  Christian  wntleinan. 


E'DWIN  *L.  SAUNDERS,  a successful 
fanner  of  Travis  county,  is.  a son  of 

1 George  Saunders,  who  was  horn  in 

New  Jersey,  in  1800.  He  afterward  moved 
to  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1836  went  by 
wagon  to  Knox  county,  Illinois,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  fanning.  In  1852  he  came 
to  Texas,  settling  within  one  mile  of  our 
subject’s  present  home.  His  death  occurred 
here  in  1879,  and  at  that  time  was  worth 
$50,000.  He  was  an  old-time  AVhig,  later  a 
Republican,  and  was  a member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church.  His  parents 
were  Abraham  and  Keziah  (Thorp)  Saun- 
ders. The  former  was  born  in  London,  com- 
])leted  a college  course  in  that  city,  and  was 
afterward  engaged  in  teaching.  He  came 
to  America  just  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
war,  in  which  he  served  in  the  Continental 
army.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abraham  Saunders 
were  married  in  New  Jersey,  Felnuiary  18, 
1782,  and  wc-re  the  ]iarents  of  five  children: 
David,  xVbraham,  Isaac,  Geome  and  Eliza- 
beth,  all  now  deceased.  The  mother  of  our 


subject,  who.se  name  bofoi'C  mnrriage  was 
Mariiida  Hos'iiy,  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  No- 
vombei',  1801,  a dauo'httu'  of  Daiiicd  R.  and 
Hannah  (Graves)  Hovey.  Mi’,  and  Mrs. 
(uM)i'ge  Saunders  were  mari'ied  in  Ohio, -Inly 
4,  1820,  and  had  si.x  children,  namely:  AVill- 
iam,  who  died  July  23,  1800,  aged  si.xty- 
one  years;  Thadileus  S.,  a fanner  of  Travis 
county;  Lucinda,  wife  of  Alexander  Rrown, 
a wealthy  farmer  of  Aledo,  Mercer  county, 
Illinois;  Edwin  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Eliza  J.,  wife  of  E.  S.  Matthews,  residing 
three  miles  east  of  Austin;  and  Louisa  M., 
who  died  in  Tehuacana  in  1886,  was  the 
wife  of  John  Algran. 

Edwin  L.  Saunders  was  born  in  Chester, 
Meigs  comity,  Ohio,  in  1835,  but  before 
reaching  the  close  of  his  first  year  was  taken 
to  Knox  county,  Illinois.  In  1852  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Texas,  and  from  1856 
until  the  opening  of  the  late  war  was  en- 
gaged in  the  stock  business.  Not  being  in 
sympathy  with  the  Southern  cause,  he  went 
to  Mexico,  thence  to  Cuba,  later  to  New 
York,  and  in  1863  to  Knox  county  Illinois. 
After  the  close  of  the  struggle  Mr.  Saunders 
returned  to  Travis  county,  Texas,  rented  a 
farm  four  years  near  his  present  home,  and 
during  that  time  saved  sufficient  money  to 
purchase  and  fence  170  acres  of  farm,  pay- 
ing $5.50  per  acre.  He  now  owns  400  acres, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  under  a fine  state  of 
cultivation,  and  also  has  lots  and  residence 
property  in  Austin. 

Mr.  Saunders  was  married  in  Knox  county, 
Illinois,  in  1864,  to  Emma  Ellis,  a daughter 
of  Laban  and  Prudence  (Wallingford)  Ellis, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  They  moved  to  In- 
diana, and  afterward  to  Ivnox  county,  Illi- 
nois. The  father  was  a farmer  and  miller 
liy  occujiatimi.  His  death  occurred  in  1884, 
and  the  mother  departed  this  life  in  1845. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kills  li:ul  tei;  cliildren,  viz; 
.fost'pli  T.,  who  died  in  1892,  at  the  aoe  ot 
,si\tv-ehdil  years,  leaviiio  four  cldldren;  liar- 
I'iet.lane,  deceased  in  1881,  was  the  wife  of 
Idld  IJashi-dok;  Indiana,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  llfMiry  Ivenan,  of  Illinois;  John  S.,  a 
i-esident  of  low\a;  James  M.,  of  Galcslnirg, 
Illinois;  IMary  A.,  wife  of  G.  H.  ANAdmore, 
<d'  8an  Diego,  California;  AV'^illiam,  of  Union 
county,  Oregon;  Rachel  E.,  wife  of  S.  A. 
Saum,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  George  AU.,  a 
resident  of  Iduladelphia;  and  Emma,  wife  of 
oui-  subject.  Mr.  and  Mis.  Saunders  have 
had  tlii'ce  children:  Mattie,  deceased  at  the 

age  of  twenty-one  years,  was  the  wife  of  I). 
M.  Stinnett,  a lawyer  of  LaniDasas,  Texas; 
Ada,  wife  of  D.  J'indale,  a dealer  in  stock; 
and  George,  proprietor  of  a feed  store  in  Aus- 
tin. In  his  jMilitical  relations  Mr.  Saunders 
is  independent,  and  in  1808  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Rease  a Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Cumberlajid  Presby- 
ian  Church,  and  has  been  a rulino-  Elder  for 
twenty  years  of  the  Summit  congregation. 


(AMES  A.  SIMORS,  a member  of  the 
finii  of  Simons,  Root  & Co.,  at  Taylor, 
was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1852,  a son 
of  Alford  K.  Simons,  wdio  was  born  in  the 
same  State  in  1827.  lie  was  a tailor  by 
trade,  and  came  to  Texas  when  our  subject 
was  one  and  a half  years  of  age.  II is  death 
occurred  in  Milam  county  in  July,  1853. 
Socially,  he  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A. 
J\I.,  and,  religiously,  of  the  old-school  Pres- 
byterian ('hurch.  Ilis  wife,  nee  Annie  D. 
E.  llewdctt,  was  a daughter  of  Lemuel  Hew- 
lett, a native  of  Kentucky,  ddiey  came  to 
T(r\as  in  an  early  day,  wdiere  they  were  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming. 


Jame.s  A.  Simons,  his  parents’  onl}'  child, 
received  his  education  in  the  com mon  schools 
of  Burleson  county.  In  Eei)ruai’y,  1873,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  Imsiness  in  Circleville, 
AVilliamson  county,  whicdi  he  continued  until 
in  October,  187G.  He  tluiu  opened  the  sec- 
ond o'eneral  mercantile  store  inJ’avlor,  under 

O 

the  firm  name  of  A^ance  A Co.,  of  wdiich  ho 
had  entire  charge.  At  that  time  Taylor  con- 
tained only  one  boarding-house,  one  saloon 
and  two  mercantile  houses.  The  family  of 
S.  A.  Tomlinson  was  the  first  to  locate  in  the 
town.  The  firm  of  Yance  A Co.  began  busi- 
ness with  a capital  of  810,000.  Three  and  a 
half  years  afterward  Mr.  Vance  sold  his  in- 
terest to  Simons  A McCarty,  and  they  in- 
creased the  stock  to  §25,000.  This  partner- 
ship finally  dissolved,  and  the  firm  has  since 
been  knowm  as  Simons,  Root  A Co.  They 
still  carry  a stock  amounting  to  §25,000, 
their  sales  reaching  from  §G0,000  to  §75,00(1, 
and  they  carry  a general  stock  of  merchandise. 
Mr.  Simons  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
the  Building  A Loan  Association  of  Taylor 
in  1885,  of  whicli  he  has  ever  since  been 
president.  Our  subject  has  devoted  his  life 
almost  exclusively  to  his  business  interests, 
and,  commencing  when  quite  young,  has  ever 
been  found  at  his  post  of  duty,  which  has 
always  been  the  counting-room. 

In  January,  1874,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Eiibaidc,  a na- 
tive of  Texas,  and  a daughter  of  AV’^illiam  and 
Martha  J.  (Sanders)  Eubank,  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  father,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
located  in  jMilam,  now  AVilliamson  county, 
in  a very  early  day.  JMr.  and  Mrs.  Eubank 
had  nine  children,  viz.;  J.  C.,  in  Llano  county, 
Texas;  C.  IL,  a resident  of  Brown  wood,  this 
State;  Pattie,  wife  of  .1.  B.  Low,  of  AVdlliam- 
son  county;  AV’^.  a resident  of  Bee  county; 
Elizabeth  C.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  our 
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siiliject;  Mollie,  widow  of  1..  Fowzer,  of 
d'aylor;  V’^ii'gil,  also  of  Williaiiisoii  county; 
May  I'F,  wife  of  T.  C.  Wilson;  and  one  de- 
ceased when  young.  Min  and  Mrs.  Simons 
liad  two  children  : Vernon  A.  and  jMattie  1)., 
both  at  hoimn  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
Octoher,  1870.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Chi'istian  Church  from  girlhood.  In  1881 
Mr.  Simons  marided  ]\Iiss  IMattie  C.  Townes, 
a native  of  Travis  county,  and  a daughter  of 
-Judge  IT  Id.  and  J\I.  Cousin  (JJetts)  Townes, 
natives  of  Alabama.  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Simons 
have  four  children : Dick  T.,  James  A.,iiuth 
atid  Kobert  Our  subject  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  the 
former  also  affiliates  with  the  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
Solomon  Lodge,  jS’o.  484,  and  witli  the  II.  A. 
M.,  No.  189.  lie  is  a Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical views,  and  has  served  several  terms  as 
Alderman  of  Taylor. 

Eggleston  D.  Townes,  father  of  Mr.  Simons, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  a sun  of  Jolin  Townes, 
a minister  of  the  llaptist  Churcli.  He  moved 
to  Alabama  when  E.  D.  was  only  a cliild, 
where  the  latter  grew  to  years  of  maturity, 
lie  graduated  in  a college  course  and  studied 
law  when  a young  man;  was  at  one  time  Cir- 
cuit Judge,  and  for  many  years  was  Superior 
Judge  of  the  State  of  Alabatna.  In  1858, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  he  resigned  his  po- 
sition and  came  overland  to  Texas,  consnm- 
ing  about  six  weeks  in  making  the  trip.  He 
brought  with  him  about  ninety  slaves,  and  j 
opened  a large  farm  in  Travis  county,  where  i 
he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  for  many  years.  | 
He  also  served  in  the  State  Legislature.  Dur- 
ing  the  early  portion  of  the  late  w'ar  Judge  j 
Townes  was  opposed  to  secession,  but  he  i 
afterward  cast  Ids  fortune  with  his  country, 
and  fully  I’spoused  the  cause  of  the  South, 
lie  u ’as  Major  (jf  a regiment,  but  befoi’e  the  i 
close  of  the  war  was  taken  sick  and  conveyed  i 


home  in  a wagon.  He  never  i-ecovered  from 
this  sick  ness,  and  hi.-^  death  occurred  in  1805, 
never  ha\ing  ln'cn  out  of  the  house  from 
1804,  the  time  (J  his  coming  home,  until  his 
death. 

The  Judge  was  one  of  the  most  henevolent 
and  upright  men  of  his  section,  was  much 
beloved  by  his  family  and  friends,  and  deeply 
rnoui-ned  by  the  entire  community.  He  was 
a stanch  member  of  the  Daptist  Church.  His 
wife,  nee  Martha  Cousins  Letts,  was  adaindi- 
1 ter  of  William  and  Martha  C.  (Chambers) 
Letts,  natives  o-f  Virginia.  The  father  moved 
from  Virgiida  to  Alabama  at  about  the  same 
time  the  Townes  family  came  to  Texas.  He 
was  a prominent  planter  and  slave-owner. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townes  had  six  children, 
namely:  Julia,  deceased;  Virginia,  widow  of 
Iwobert  Tiibb,  and  a resident  of  Taylor;  Mary^, 
w'ife  of  Dr.  R.  S.  Gregg,  of  Manor,  Texas; 
Judge  John  C.,  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Fisher  & Townes,  of  Austin;  Mattie  C.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  and  Henry  E.,  of  Georgetown, 
Texas. 

STARK  WASHINGTON,  one  of  the 
\ successful  business  men  of  Travis 
— county,  was  born  in  the  house  he  still 
occupies,  February  3,  1853,  a son  of  Colonel 
T.  P.  Washington.  The  latter  was  a son  of 
Henry  Washington,  who  was  a cousin  of 
Lushrod  IVashington,  a Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  a brother  of  Colonel  Will- 
iam Washington,  who  commanded  the  dra- 
goons at  the  battle  of  Cowpens  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Henry  and  William 
were  sons  of  a half  brother  of  General  George 
Washington,  immortal  in  American  hearts. 
Our  subject's  branch  of  the  family  lived  in 
Vii’ginia  until  after  the  war,  when  his  grand- 
father  moved  to  Shelbyville,  Kentucky,  and 
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a lew  years  al'terward  to  lanie^tone  eomity, 
iMaliama.  Ills  latlieiy  Colonel  \\  1*.  ^Va^ll 
iiuTtoii,  was  lioni  in  V ir;>inia,  Imt  reared  to 
nniidiood  in  Alahama,  whei-e  he  was  married 
Septemher  2'd,  1830,  to  Miss  Klizabetli  Tate 
Ilari'is.  In  iSlo  they  located  on  a laroe 
plantation  on  the  sonth  hank  ot'tho  Colorado, 
twelve'  miles  tVoni  Austin,  in  Tra\  is  county, 
Texas.  After  the  close  of  tlm  war  the  Col- 
onel found  it  such  a ta?k  in  his  edd  age  to 
conduct  a plantation  with  fi'ee  labor,  he  con- 
cluded to  move  to  the  city,  and  in  August, 
1800,  came  to  Austin,  wliei-e  he  dic'd  March 
18,  1873.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Washington  had 
ten  children,  viz.:  Frances  Harris,  now  l\[rs. 
John  IM.  Costley,  of  Austin;  Mildred  Jhatt, 
wife  of  Winter  Goodloe,  also  of  this  city; 
John  Henry,  of  Manor,  Texa.s;  Amelia  mar- 
ried Robert  Miller,  and  both  are  deceased; 
Isabella  Texanna  mai'j'ied  Julius  Oatman, 
and  l)oth  are  also  now  deceased,  leaving  one 
child,  Harry,  who  lives  with  his  grandmother; 
George  W.,  of  Clarendon,  Texas;  Maria  Teresa, 
wife  of  E.  R.  Norwood, of  Garfield,  this  State  ; 
Stark  and  Thomas  Pratt, also  of  that  city;  and 
Lizzie,  deceased  at  the.  age  of  twelve  years. 
Colonel  MTishington  was  a man  of  great 
strength  of  character,  and  of  wide  influence. 
A Democrat  in  politics,  a Mason  of  the  high- 
est rank,  a Knight  Templar,  and  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  his  loss 
was  moui'iied  by  a large  circle  of  friends. 
The  following  is  taken  from  a newspaper 
account  of  his  death  and  burial: 

“ He  was  esteemed  and  respecteil  bj^  all 
who  knew  him;  modest  in  demeanor,  but 
brave  and  generous;  and  liberal,  iijerightand 
truthful  iu  all  his  dealings  of  a pecuniai'y 
character.  He  died  a Christian  in  faith  and 
practice,  and  like  a patriai'ch  of  old  was  sui' 
rounded  by  his  large  family  (d'  childi'cn  and 
iirandehildreii.  lie  was  attended  to  his  last 

O 


{ I'csting  place  by  a largo  concourse  of  moui'u- 
' iug  friends,  anil.bi'inga  ,M  ason  <jf  long  stand - 
imr  and  liioh  rank,  was  burit'd  with  the 
formalitii's  due  him  as  a Master  Mason,  and 
the  solemn  and  inipi'essi\’(^  cei'cmonies  of  the 
ordf'r  of  IGiights  Templar.'’  d’he  latter 
I oroanization  took  action  as  follows: 

“ .\t  a conclave  of  (’olorado  Commandei'y, 
No.  4,  Knights  Templar,  held  March  20, 
1873,  the  following  Sir  Knights  were  apjioint- 
ed  a committee  to  draft  resolutions  (d‘  I'c- 
spect  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Knight  T.  P. 
AV^asliington,-  deceased:  -f.  AT.  Hanning,  .1 . 

! W.  Stalmaker  and  1>.  A.  Rogers.  On  motion 
I the  Eminent  Commander  was  added  to  the 
committee.  The  following  are  the  resolu- 
tions: 

“ Aoain  has  an  alarm  sounded  at  the 
door  of  oui'  asylum.  Again  has  entrance 
been  demanded  by  one  whose  approach 
the  ATai'der  might  in  vain  summon  the  Sen- 
tinels  to  resist.  Sir  Knight  ATashington  has 
been  taken  from  our  number,  our  ranks  are 
broken,  another  sword,  sworn  to  defend  the 
right,  has  been  forever  sheathed.  Descended 
from  a noble  stock,  and  a worthy  son  of  the 
Old  Douynion,  Colonel  Washington  has  lived 
for  many  years  in  his  adopted  State,  and  at- 
tained a I'ipe  old  age  in  the  enjoyment  of  an 
unspotted  reputation  as  a pure  and  good  man. 
In  his  death  our  community  has  lost  one  of 
its  most  valued  citizens,  and  our  Command- 
ery  one  of  its  most  highly  prized  memliers. 
Therefore, 

“ Resolred,  Tliat  to  his  family,  upon  whom 
this  bei'eavcment  has  fallen  with  its  heaviest 
weight,  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy, 
and  remind  them  that,  having  fought  the 
good  light  and  finished  his  course,  there'  is 
henceforth  laid  up  for  him  ac'rown  of  glory.” 
Stark  AVa^hiugton,  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
: graph}',  was  I'aised  principally  on  the  farm 
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he  now  cultivates.  lie  ^oive  his  attention  to  i 
fannino  until  18S7,  when  he  l)e<fan  a nier- 

o 

cantile  luusiiie.^s  near  the  oh.l  honie.steail. 
Success  attended  his  ventui’e  until  1SS9,  and 
in  that  year  tire  desti-oyed  Ids  entire  stock. 
This  <lisaster,  together  with  losses  attendant  j 
on  an  overflow  of  the  Colorado  tlie  same  year,  j 
in  which  he  lost  about  88,000,  was  a serious 
loss  to  a young  man.  In  1800,  however,  in 
company  with  his  nephews,  L.  W.  and  J.  B. 
Costley,  he  I’ehuilt.  and  stalled  the  present 
business.  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  in- 
terests Mr.  ATashington  is  also  largely  inter- 
ested in  real  estate,  owning  080  acres  of  land 
individually,  ami  several  hundred  more  with 
others.  He  cultivated  about  500  acres  of 
his  own  land. 

In  Travis  county,  in  1877,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Julia  A.  Cade,  a native  of 
Kentucky.  They  have  had  live  children:  Mar- 
vin P.,  deceased  ; Althea T.,  AVilliam  C.,  AValter 
11.  and  Myrtle  JMaud.  Mr.  Washington  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party  and  is  a lioyal 
Arch  Mason, — -a  member  of  Lone  Star  Chap- 
ter, No.  G,  of  Austin. 

W\  S.  G.  AVILSON. — A name  frequent- 
ly mentioned  at  this  date  in  conuec- 
^ — ■ tion  with  the  early  history  of  Milam 
county  is  that  of  Goodhue  AVilson,  whose 
full  initials  are  as  given  above.  Mr.  ATilson 
has  been  a resi<lent  of  the  county  now  some- 
thing over  fifty  years,  during  which  time  he 
has  watched  its  steady  growth  froiti  a hand- 
ful of  scattered  settlements  in  a wilderness 
itito  a proud  and  prosperous  community,  hav- 
ing all  the  arts  .-uid  industries,  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  this  advanceil  a<n'  of  livime  ' 
In  this  wonderful  transfoniiation  he  has  not 
been  simply  a silent  sj)CH-tator,  but  has  borne  I 


a conspicuous  part  himself.  lie  is  now  the 
represimtati VC  of  one  of  Milam  county's 
pioneer  families,  -a  liidv  connecting  the  his- 
tory and  romance  of  former  days  with  the 
stin'ing  scenes  and  incidents  of  these. 

lie  was  born  in  Alorgan  county,  Alabama, 
Decembei-  2G,  1810.  Ills  parents  were 

AV^illiam  B.  AVilson  and  Margaret  Toilet,  the 
father  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
mother  a native  of  Virginia.  Both  pai-ents 
wei'e  re.ared  in  Tennessee,  to  which  State  they 
were  brought  when  young.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Bledsoo-county,  that  State,  and  shortly 
afterward — about  1817  or  1818 — moved  to 
Alabama,  where  they  lived  till  their  removal 
to  Texas.  AVilliain  B.  Wilson  made  his  first 
visit  to  this  State  in  the  spring  of  1835,  and 
remained  here  nearly  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  was  prospecting  and  scouting 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  lie  some- 
times served  in  a small  band  of  adventurous 
spirits  like  himself,  and  again  under  regular 
authority  of  the  provisional  government.  He 
continued  on  the  frontier  in  this  capacity 
until  the  Mexicans  had  been  expelled  by 
Houston,  and  a stable  government  instituted, 
when  he  returned  to  Alabama  and  got  his 
family,  flocks,  herds  and  negroes,  and 
brought  them  out  and  settled  near  old 
AVheelock  in  Robertson  county,  then  the 
frontier  post  along  that  line  of  travel.  This 
was  in  December,  1839.  The  Indians  were 
still  troublesome  west  of  the  Brazos,  and  it 
was  not  until  the  spring  of  1812  that  he  ven- 
tured to  take  up  his  abode  beyond  the  settle- 
ments east  of  the  river.  But  in  March,  1812, 
he  bought  a half  leao-ue  of  land  on  Little 
river  about  three  miles  south  and  west  of 
where  tlm  towii  c>f  Cameron  now  stands, 
lu'ing  ]>art  of  the  Daniel  Monroe  survey,  on 
which  he  made  a eleai-ing,  erected  some 
buildings,  put  in  a crop,  and. late  in  the  fall 


. M'»W|  * 

1 1 r Ml  •' 

H I'  I ' * 

1.1  »i  / 


,,  .,„..U»  .t.l  *.un/hlH:»  Wmi  m\ 

,i  sen  tih,..  ^.iio.<un 

.,,.,7  -I*'  "iJ  f**'** 

, ,f  k'rl  l»<.  tl  .>,(»'  <"/  H».l  **y<*****2!' 

; I ■ "•'’■■(  ’''’l  l ' 

.!n  '.mI-  •■ 

, (|  ,\n  , ' 'tl  t»l  .'/nh"  ' " *”*  ***^ 

I I K t '■  I i’ll/  I !(’  |i  |i  il’'*  •'I 

I ' itltK'  V'"''  <,  ' "' 

. ^ , , , I I ( . V(  '( inU|UH)T> 

- Lifh  III  'I  n ■'  . 


,1  . ,r<i  1 I'l 


I '<• 


,[ , i( /(,  .tl/.aJifrWlJ 

, * ,j  II.  *•  .1"  ' ■ ' ‘ 

1 , ,,.,1  I II" 

,,,,  (, '5„\  ||  Mf.  'll!  I 

rl  )(**•«  tilt 

.V  .)  TV'  I . ’i’i"‘<'  M^all  ol 

* < I ui 

(rniltiV.'  . 

.' -,M  ‘■'’® 

••'  , v,.4t  I.  ■ yi"*'i  oiinlJN 

, ...  I ,v‘.(u-m  A 


I » 


I’ 


xr-  . ' 'I  /ll/J 

...  M iKwi'ji’i.tfni  rl 

, . , , ,,  Y. .....  «.'l'  ti'iw  .ioi>  L 


,.)  iH,  'f,i\>.i 


, . i,  j . ' I t.\  : ' '”1  x«il 

, , , .,,  ,-.<W7 

' , , ;|  I ■•'  «*>’  •'«»l 

. ,,  a.f.i  ..)-fni|  •--.■'’Kl  »*  '*1‘» 

, ^ ;^(.,ii.  i t'"'  ■*f-'i- "«li  lU 

*,'  >„  ;i.^  I ■ il>  1 


( •>•••■ 


lIlSTOItY  OF  TEXAS. 


Woij 

of  that  yoar  brought  his  family  out  ami 
settlod  tluu)i.  Four  yoars  later — 18-Ki  he 
died,  ill  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  Ilis 
life  was  thus  spent  on  the  frontier,  and  he 
was  a typieal  pioneer,  impatient  of  the 
restraints  of  society,  fond  of  adventure,  bold, 
active,  alert,  a great  hunter,  skilled  in  wood- 
craft, generous  and  hos[)itahle.  llis  widow 
survived  him  many  years,  <lying  in  1871,  in 
the  eiglity-tirst  year  of  her  age.  iShe  was  a 
woman  of  many  excellent  qualities  of  head 
and  heart,  and  left  a lasting  impress  upon 
the  lives  and  character  of  her  children.  Of 
these  there  were  eight  who  reached  maturity: 
William  Suel  Goodhue,  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch;  Temperance  who  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  John  Waites,  of  Tennessee,  and 
secondly  to  William  Eichelberger,  of  this 
State;  Margaret,  who  married  L.  F.  Standi- 
fer;  Greenberry  J. ; Cary,  the  wife  of  John 
McLennan;  John  T. ; Thomas  Benton;  and 
Nancy,  who  was  first  the  wife  of  James 
Sampson,  and  then  of  B.  F.  Ackerman. 

The  only  one  of  these  now  living  is  Will- 
iam Snel  Goodhue  Wilson,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  He  was  reared  in  Morgan 
county,  Alabama,  being  brought  up  on  the 
farm.  lie  was  in  his  twenty-second  year 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Texas.  lie 
accompanied  them,  and  being  the  eldest  son 
a large  share  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  re- 
moval fell  on  his  shoulders.  What  those 
responsibilities  were  the  average  person  of 
this  day  can  hardly  understand.  A journey 
of  600  or  700  miles  through  a practically 
unbroken  wilderness  was  not  to  be  under- 
taken without  some  thoughtful  preparation, 
nor  successfully  performed  without  many 
vicissitudes  and  trying  expeidences.  The  ti'ip 
occupied  six  weeks,  and  Mr.  Wilson  relatc^s 
as  oTie  of  the  most  cheerless  recollections  of 
it  that  the  weather  was  wretche<l,  rain  falling 


incessantly  from  the  day  tliey  started  until 
they  i-cached  their  destination.  Foi-  a week 
the  sun  was  never  seen,  and  the  roads  in 
placi‘s  became  impassable  with  frozen  mud 
and  slu.'-h.  Upon  one  occasion  a treacherous 
bridge  ovei'  ^\bich  they  were  crossing  a 
swollen  stream  gave  way,  and  he  with  a five- 
In'i’se  team  and  wagon  was  precipitated  into 
tbe  waters  and  narrowly  escaped  drowning. 
Similar  mishaj)s  and  hardships  were  of  dtiily 
occnnence. 

After  the  family  was  settled  in  Robertson 
county  Mr.  \Vitson  was  busily  employed 
looking  after  the  stock,  crop  and  negroes, 
lie  came  with  the  family  to  Milam  county 
in  1842,  and  settled  on  the  homestead  which 
his  father  had  selected.  The  death  of  his 
father  soon  afterward  threw  upon  him  the 
exclusive  management  of  the  place  with  the 
additional  task  of  assisting  his  mother  in  the 
rearing  of  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 
He  met  his  obligations  in  this  capacity  in  a 
most  becoming  manner,  denying  himself 
many  pleasures  which  were  natural  and 
proper  for  his  age  in  order  that  he  might  the 
more  faithfully  discharge  his  duties  to  those 
around  him  and  dependent  on  him. 

xlugust  9,  1859,  he  married,  taking  an 
helpmate  in  the  person  of  Lizzie  Ledbetter,  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Julia  Ledbetter,  then 

Cl 

of  Milam  county  but  originally  from  Ruther- 
ford county,  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Wilson’s  par- 
ents moved  to  Texas  in  1853,  and  took  up 
tlieir  residence  in  this  county.  She  was  born 
in  Rutherford  county,  Tennessee,  as  were 
also  lier  parents, — her  father  in  1814,  and 
her  mothei-  in  1824.  These  died  in  Milam 
county,  the  father  on  March  14,  1861,  and 
the  mother  on  July  20,  1863.  Afrs.  Wilson 
is  one  of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  be- 
came K'l'own,  she  l)eing  the  tddest  of  the 
number.  ILu'  eldest  brotheiy  Hemy  C., 
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lives  in  this  c-uunty;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  T. 
A.  Jhirter,  of  l!io  S])rinos,  Howard  county, 
tliis  State;  William  Horace  died  iii  tins 
county  some  yeais  ago;  Mattie  is  the  wife  of 
W.  A.  Harclay,  of  Temple,  Texas;  x\da  is 
the  deceased  wife  of  E.  j\[.  Scarbroimh,  of 
Austin;  and  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  IT  J. 
Powell,  of  May.'lield,  this  county. 

Ml-,  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  never  had  any 
children  of  their  own,  but  have  raised  and 
educated  five.  They  reside  upon  their  farm, 
which  adjoins  the  old  Wilson  homestead 
a!)Out  three  and  a half  or  four  miles  south- 
west of  Cameron,  where  they  have  made 
their  home  for  thirty-three  years.  ^Ehey 
have  a pleasant  place  and  a valuable  one, 
consisting  of  about  3,000  acres.  Their  resi- 
dence is  a typical  old-style  farm  mansion, — 
large,  commodious  and  complete  in  its  ap- 
pointments as  a country  place,  surrounded 
by  spacious  grounds,  well  cultivated  fields, 
and  open  woodlands,  the  latter  being  main- 
tained in  all  their  original  beauty  and  pictur- 
esqueness. Blessed  with  plenty,  health, 
friends  and  the  retrospect  of  long  lives  filled 
with  deeds  of  usefulness  and  kindness,  they 
could  hardly  be  more  hajipily  situated  to 
spend  their  declining  years. 


I AMES  JACKSON,  a successful  farmer 
I of  ]\Hlam  county,  is  a son  of  David 
Jackson,  who  was  born  in  South  Caro- 
lina. The  latter’s  father,  Edward  Jackson, 
was  also  a native  of  South  Carolina,  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  x\s  fai-  back  as  is  known  the 
Jackson  family  came  from  South  Carolina. 
David  Jackson  moved  from  his  native  State 
to  Ceoi-gia,  and  in  1S52  to  d’exas.  He  was 
living  with  our  subject  iu  Parker  county,  this 


State,  at  the  time  of  Ids  death,  in  1873.  lie 
was  a prominent  and  successfnl  farmer,  a 
Whig  in  his  political  \ iews,and  a member  of 
the  Baptist  (’hei'ch.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, nee  Paehel  Precken,  was  born  and  raised 
in  Ceorgia,  a daughter  of  James  Brecken, 
natives  also  of  that  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  Jackson  were  married  in  1820,  and 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  viz. : Lydia, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  William  ]\Iyers, 
also  deceased;  Nancy,  widow  of  Alston  Mills; 
AVilliam,  deceased;  James,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  Judie  married  James  Parton, 
and  both  are  now  deceased;  Edward,  who  was 
killed  at  the  second  battle  of  Manassas,  in  the 
Confederate  army;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Clark  Wiems,  who  w'as  also 
killed  while  iu  the  Confederate  service;  John, 
deceased,  and  the  youngest  child  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

James  Jackson  was  born  in  Geoi-gia,  June 
5,  1825,  where  he  remained  until  1851.  He 
then  spent  two  years  in  Bosque  county,  Texas, 
and  next,  in  company  with  his  father,  pur- 
chased 738  acres  of  land  iu  Parker  county. 
Five  years  later,  in  1858,  lie  located  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  Johnson  county,  and 
while  there  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  ser- 
vice, entering  the  Third  Texas  Cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Sweet,  of  San  Antonio,  and  Captain 
Calfee.  After  four  months  of  service  Mr. 
Jackson  was  released  by  the  conscript  act, 
but  afterward  re-entered  the  army  at  Dallas, 
as  wao'on  master,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  stru<ro;le.  He  then  started  on  the 
journey  to  Mexico,  but  after  reaching  Travis 
county  bought  teams,  and  began  freighting 
from  Prenham,  Columbus.  Fort  Lavaca  and 
ludianohi  to  the  (Tovernment  post  ofJacks- 
borough,  continuing  that  occupation  about 
six  yeai'S.  In  1875  iMr.  ,1  ackson  settled  on 
the  {)hice  where  he  still  resides,  and  for  the 
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foIlo\vin<r  twelve  years,  in  connection  with 
liis  fanninir,  run  a milk  wagon  to  Austin, 
lie  now  owns  157^  aci’es  of  land,  100  acres 
of  which  is  under  a fine  state  of  cultivation, 
and  well-stocked. 

In  1841  Mr.  Jackson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Enieline  Cavendar,  a native  of 
Fayette  county,  Georgia,  and  a daughter  of 
Jose[)h  and  My  ram  (Henry)  Cavendar,  na- 
tives also  of  that  State.  Our  subject  and 
wife  have  three  children:  liachel  A.,  who 

first  married  R,  A.  Meachum,  and  after  his 
death  she  hecame  the  wile  of  Richard  Dice, 
of  Travis  county;  Donha  Isabel,  wife  of  J. 
W.  Duke,  also  of  Travis  county;  and  James 
E.,  of  Erazoria  county,  Texas.  They  have 
also  raised  a child  by  the  name  of  Owens,  who 
now  bears  the  name  of  Jackson.  In  his  po- 
litical relations,  Mr.  Jackson  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and,  religiously,  the 
family  are  members  of  the  Eaptist  Church. 

GAPT.  LOVARD  L.  lee,  a farmer  of 
Milam  county,  is  a native  of  Earbour 
county,  Alabama,  where  he  was  born 
July  13,  1842.  His  parents  were  Needham 
Lee,  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Georgia,  in 
1815,  and  Emaline,  nee  Lewis,  born  in  North 
Carolina  in  1819.  His  people  on  both  sides 
were  an)ong  the  early  settlers  of  Alabama, 
moving  there  in  early  Indian  times  and  set- 
tling on  what  was  then  the  frontier.  Ills 
paternal  grandfather,  Needham  Lee,  was  a 
Virginia  planter  connected  with  the  great 
Lee  family  of  that  State.  He  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  about  the  same  date  took 
up  his  residence  in  Alabama,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  about  1850.  a prosj)erous 
j)lanter  and  slavt*  owner.  Needham  Lee,  the 
father  id’  the  subject  of  this  notice,  married 


about  the  age  of  twenty,  in  1835,  and  settled 
on  a farm  in  Rarlaiur  county,  wher(^  lur  lived 
until  his  ileath,  which  (;ccurrcd  in  February, 
1887.  While  he  was  always  interested  in 
farmino',  he  was  also  at  ditl’erent  times  in 
life  interested  in  mercantile  pursuits  and  was 
quite  successful.  He  lost  heavily  by  the  war, 
but  his  energy  and  good  manaoemeut  on- 
al)led  him  to  ri'paii-  his  wasted  foi'tunes  in  a 
consideral)le  measure  and  his  declining  years 
were  free  from  care.  Although  a slave-ownei' 
he  opposed  secession,  believing  that  a more 
rational  solution  of  the  pi’oblem  could  be 
found  than  an  ap]>eal  to  arms.  In  this  be- 
lief he  was  probably  influenced  somewhat  by 
his  previous  political  training  and  associa- 
tion. He  was  a great  admirer  of  Henry 
Clay  and  a stanch  supporter  of  Whig  ineas- 
ures  and  piunciples.  For  nearly  fifty  years 
he  was  a Steward  and  Class-leader  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  always  taking  great  in- 
terest in  all  kinds  of  religious  work  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  his  own  church.  He  was 
also  a Mason  and  was  buried  with  Masonic 
honors. 

The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  article, 
Emaline  Lewis,  was  daughter  of  Elvey  and 
Nancy  Lewis,  who  moved  to  what  in  now 
Earbour  county,  Alabama,  early  in  this  cen- 
tury, being  North  Carolinians  by  birth  and  of 
English  origin.  They  were  also  large  plant- 
ers and  people  of  some  means  and  good  stand- 
ing where  they  lived.  Mrs.  Lee  died  in  1871. 
Their  thirteen  children  were:  Mary,  thede- 

ceased  wife  Een  F.  Petty;  Jefferson  L.; 
Nancy,  unmarried;  Lovard  L. ; Sarah  FI,  the 
deceased  wife  of  Carey  Lilly;  Robert  E.; 
George  IV.;  V iro-inia,  the  wife  of  William  ( ). 
Drewrey;  Needham;  Martin  Luther,  who 
died  young;  Joseph  G.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen;  Eenjamin  F.,  and  Alpheus  J.  ()f 
those  that  are  living  all  cxee])t  three  live  at 
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Louisville,  Alabama:  two  of  these  throe, 
Jefferson  L.  ami  Lovard  L.,  heiiii^  residents 
of  Milam  county;  and  Benjamin  F.,  the  other, 
a practiciim  physician  of  T(Mn|»le,  Bell  county, 
this  State. 

Lovard  L.  Lee  was  reared  in  his  native 
county  in  Alabama,  growing  up  on  his 
fathei-’s  farm.  lie  received  the  benefit  of  a 
good  English  education.  At  the  opening  of 
the  late  war  he  entered  the  Confederate  army, 
enlisting  April,  1801,  in  Company  E,  Sev'enth 
Alahama  Infantry,  Avith  which  he  served  until 
just  before  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  when,  his 
reginlent  having  been  disbanded,  he  returned 
home- and  shortly  afterward  eidisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Forty-fifth  Alabama  Infantry,  with 
which  he  served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  elected  Lieutenant  of  his  company  and 
was  later  prO'inoted  to  the  Captaincy  of  it 
and  commanded  it  during  the  last  days  of 
its  service.  He  was  three  times  wounded, 
first  at  Peach  Tree  creek,  again  on  July  22, 
1864-,  before  Atlanta,  and  last  at  the  battle 
of  Franklin,  Tennessee.  He  was  shot  through 
the  body  at  Atlanta  and  through  the  foot  at 
Franklin,  both  serious  wotinds  at  the  time, 
but  neither  of  which  kept  him  for  any  con- 
siderable length  of  time  from  active  service. 
He  was  captured  at  Macon,  Georgia,  just  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  but  immediately  paroled 
and  thus  escaped  the  horrors  of  prison  life. 
He  returned  to  Alal)ama  after  the  surrender 
and  took  up  farming  on  his  fatb.er’s  place, 
which  he  followed  there  for  teti  years.  He 
came  to  Te.vas  in  January,  1875,  and  Xovem- 
ber  2.  1875,  he  married  Mrs.  Marv  S.  Grubbs, 
the  widow  of  kSaniuel  J.  Grubbs,  of  Barbour 
county.  He  settled  in  Grimes  county,  whe-re 
he  lived  about  ten  months.  He  then  movi-d 
to  Milam  county,  locating  where*  he  now 
lives,  near  'riioi-ndale,  which  has  since  bee-n 
his  lK)ine.  He  owns  a f:mn  of  137  acres. 


100  acres  of  which  is  in  cultivation,  besieles 
other  real  estate,  in  ddiorndale,  this  rc|)re- 
senting  his  e-arnings  since  coming  to  the 
State. 

Gajjtain  Lee's  wife,  like  himself,  is  a nati\e 
of  sMabama,  havino  been  l)oi-n  in  Jackson 
county,  that  State,  March  22,  184:7.  She  is 
a daughter  of  William  T.  and  Malinda  (Vault) 
Gunter,  who  were  born  and  reared  in  Ala- 
bama, the  father  in  Jacksoi,  county  and  the 
mother  in  Madison  county.  Caj)tain  Leo  and 
wife  have  had  one  child,  Lovard  L.,  born 
August  20,  1877,  ill  Milam  county,  Te.xas, 
and  5[rs.  Lee  bad  one  by  her  former  mar- 
riage, Ammie  J.  Grubbs,  born  August  22, 
1874,  in  Grimes  county,  Texas.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  l^ethodist 
Church,  of  which  he  was  Steward  in  Ala- 
bama and  has  been  Superintendent  of  Sun- 
day-schools in  this  State.  Captain  Lee  has 
been  a Mason  since  he  was  twenty  years  old. 


C.  AtcLAIlEN,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Coupland,  Williamson  county,  Texas, 
was  horn  in  Lawrence  county,  Tennes- 
see, October  24,  1834.  He  was  reai-ed 
and  educated  in  his  native  State,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  came  to  Texas  and  located  in 
Travis  county.  Thei-e  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  continued  this  occupation  until  fif- 
teen years  ago,  when  he  removed  to  William- 
son county  and  established  a ranch.  Hpon 
going  to  Travis  county  he  hired  himself  out 
for  a year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  se- 
cured a position  as  overseer.  rccei\imr  as 

* O 

coinpensation  S-'tO  a month.  Alti-r  several 
months  he  was  married,  and  during  the  live 
yeai'.-  following  this  event  he  farnu'd  on 
rented  laud.  During  the  Civil  war  he  ren- 
dered the  Slate  gri*at  service,  haulino-  ammu- 
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iiition  and  other  riupplies  from  ^Mexico  to  the  ^ the  Civil  war,  without  militai’y  I'ecord.  Ilis 


Ihazos  river.  He  was  twice  sworn  into  the 
Conl'(;derate.  service,  first  into  the  company 
commanded  hy  (Japtain  ‘‘Wa.sh”  Hill  of  Aus- 
tin, and  secondly  into  that  of  Captain  Petty  | 
of  Bastrop;  hut  neither  of  these  companies  ■ 
was  mustered  into  the  regular  service  as  they 
were  then  organized.  When  the  news  of  the 
surrender  reached  Mr.  McLaren  he  was  en- 
gaged in  transporting  hacon  from  Mexico  to  I 
the  Brazos  river;  he  yielded  readily  to  the 
inevitable,  and  resumed  his  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Travis  county.  ILe  located  in  Will-  ; 
iamson  county  for  the  purpose  of  improving  \ 
a portion  of  the  Moore  league,  to  which  his 
son  wa^  heir,  and  this  he  has  well-stocked 
with  both  cattle  and  sheep.  He  is  giving 
especial  attention  to  the  finer  grades  of  ani- 
mals, and  has  done  much  to  elevate  the  stand- 
ard in  this  section.  In  his  flock  it  is  a com- 
mon occurrence  to  find  an  animal  that  will 
shear  twelve  and  a quarter  pounds,  and  he 
has  one  fine  buck  that  yields  a fleece  of  thir- 
ty-three and  a quarter  pounds.  His  total 
clip  from  800  head  averages  0,000  pounds 
annually. 

Politically  Mr.  McLaren  is  of  the  Demo- 
cratic persuasion,  but  his  interest  in  public 
affairs  'extends  scarcely  beyond  the  exercise  of 
his  ri<rht  of  franchise. 

O 

(t.  W.  McLaren,  the  father  of  P.  C.,  was 
born  in  Laurens  county,  South  Carolina,  in 
1801.  He  vvas  very  successful  in  business, 
following  agricultural  pursuits;  he  was  a 
finished  scholar,  having  secured  a thoi-ough 
education  at  West  Point,  Tennessee;  he  was  ! 
a forcible  speaker,  pos.^essed  the  courage  of 
his  convictions,  and  his  opinions  in  tlu^  coun- 
sels of  his  party  were  consideivd  of  gri'at 
value.  He  was  solicited  time  and  again  to 
become  the  Hemocratic  candi<late  tor  (.'on- 
gress,  but  steadily  refused.  He  died  duidng 


father,  .lohn  McLaren,  was  a native  of  South 
Ciirolina;  he  emigrated  to  Tennessee  eai'ly  in 
the  present  century,  and  served  as  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  IS  12;  In;  died  about  the  year 
1815.  His  wife.  Miss  Makemson,  was  of 
Irish  descent,  and  one  of  a family  of  twelve 
daimhters;  the  sons  and  ^laughters  of  this 
unifui  wei’e:  Daniel,  .lohn,  Boljert,  Polly, 

C.  W .,  .lames  and  Betsey.  C.  W.  McLaren 
married  Sophia  Beck,  a daughtei'  ot  .John 
Beck  and  one  of  the  following  named  chil- 
dren; Orrin,  .Jeffrey,  Aaron,  William,  Fan- 
nie, Meddie,  who  was  the  mother  of  General 
N.  B.  I'ori-est;  and  Sophia.  The  children  of 
G.  W.  McLaren  and  wife  were:  Mary,  who 

married  Z.  B.  Crook;  M.  E.,  who  married 
^[iss  Gilliland;  John,  who  died  in  early  life; 
William,  svho  wed<led  Miss  Parker;  11.  C., 
the  subject  of  this  notice;  George  W.,  who 
married  Miss  Gober,  died  while  serving  in 
the  army;  Frank,  who  died  in  the  army; 
Aaron,  who  died  in  Tennessee;  Lee,  who  died 
in  Palo  Pinto  county,  Texas;  James  K.  P., 
who  is  encraiTed  in  the  cattle  business  in 
Texas.  R.  C.  McLaren  married  Ann  Moore, 
a daimhter  of  T.  A.  Moore;  three  children 
have  been  born  to  them:  Laura  (deceased), 

wife  of  W.  T.  Brown  (see  sketch);  AVillie 
(deceased),  and  I'^rank,  who  resides  with  his 
father. 


RS.  EMELIN E N.  SNIVELY,  wife 
of  H.  F.  Snively,  of  Rockdale,  comes 
^ of  one  of  the  historic  families  of  Texas, 
lieing  a daughterof  I'atterson  Rogers, 
who  together  with  his  eldest  sun  met  a tragic 
death  in  une  uf  the  llm'lling  episodes  not  nn- 
eommon  in  the  earl\'  histoi'V  el  the  State. 
Patterson  Kooers  started  with  his  t'amily 
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I'roin  Lowndes  county,  Ahibama,  to  join  tlie 
6trn<’'u:linii‘  colonies  in  Texas  in  the  early 
Kprino  of  183G,  hut  reached  the  Louisiana 
State  line  just  at  the  time  of  the  “ runaway,” 
when  the  families  of  the  settlers  were  oi'dered 
hack  from  the  frontier  by  General  Houston, 
to  escape  possible  massacre  by  Santa  Anna’s 
army.  He  stopped  near  Fort  Jessup,  Louis- 
iana, intending  to  remain  there  only  until  the 
tcn  inination  of  hostilities  with  Mexico,  when, 
if  the  colonists  were  successful,  he  expected 
to  take  up  his  residence  in  Texas.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  at  Fort  Jessup,  however,  until 
1840,  when  with  the  general  movement  to 
the  southwest  of  citizens  and  soldiery  became 
to  Corpus  Christi,  sending  his  family  in  care 
of  his  oldest  son,  Anderson  W.,  by  water  and 
comino-  overland  with  four  of  his  sons. 

O 

At  Corpus  Christi,  he  joined  an  expedi- 
tion on  April  25,  1846,  which  had  in  charge  a 
wag()ii  train  loaded  with  important  stores  for 
the  Second  United  States  Dragoons  then 
stationed  at  Point  Jsabel  and  Fort  Brown.  In 
this  expedition  h^  was  accompanied  by  two 
of  his  sons,  Anderson  W.,  his  oldest  boy,  and 
William  L.,  the  third.  The  party  was  made 
u])  mostly  of  men  and  youth,  there  being  only 
two  women  in  the  number,  a Mrs.  Atwater 
and  a Mrs.  Lalferty,  the  former  of  whom  had  her 
two  small  children  with  her  and  both  of  whom 
were  accompanied  by  their  husbands.  This 
litthi  party,  important  as  its  mission  was,  had 
no  guard  and  was  but  poorly  supplied  with 
arms.  The  leason  for  this  possibly  was  that 
two  or  three  detachments  of  the  Unite<l 
States  army  was  between  it  and  the  ]\[exican 
lines,  and  its  iruunbers  felt  that  there  was  no 
especial  cause  foi-  vigilance  on  their  part. 
But  in  this,  as  is  often  the  case  in  “time  of 
war.”  a|)pearanc(‘S  were  deceptive.  On  the 
evening  <'f  May  1,  just  as  the  pai'ty  was  go- 
ing into  canij)  at  the  ford  ol  the  ( 'olorado.  on 


the  I'oad  from  Coi'pns  t’hi'isti  to  Fo.rt  Brown, 
having  crossc'd  tlu*  Little  Colorado  river  and 
ju’oceeded  about  four  niiles,  they  were  sud- 
derdy  surprised  by  a band  of  i\rexicans,  who 
surrounded  tlunn  and  demanded  tlieir  sur- 
render. Some  of  the  j'arty  wei-e  for  making 
a resistance,  but  others  who  were  supposed 
to  be  wiser  in  counsel  pi-evaile<l  and  thepaidy 
surrendered,  stipulating  that  they  shoidd  be 
treated  as  pidsonei-s  of  war  by  a civilized 
nation.  The  l\[exicans,  treating  this  obliga- 
tion as  they  are  accustomed  to  treat  such  ob- 
ligations, immediately  bound  the  prisoners 
with  cords  by  twos  and  marched  them  back 
on  the  run  four  miles  to  the  river.  They 
were  made  to  wade  to  the  opposite  shore,  then 
marched  up  the.bank  about  JOOyai'ds,  where 
they  were  divided  into  three  divisions  and 
marched  one  division  at  a time  to  the  bank 
of  the  river  out  of  sight  of  the  others,  and 
made  to  kneel.  A burly  Mexican  with  a 
large  knife  passed  along  the  line,  and,  taking 
each  of  the  prisoners  by  the  hair,  threw  the 
head  back  and  cut  his  treat  from  ear  to  ear! 
Others  followed  him,  and,  cutting  the  cords 
so  as  to  loosen  the  bodies  from  each  other 
cast  them  into  the  river.  This  was  done  with 
each  one  of  the  men.  The  women  and  two 
children  were  subsequently  mui-dered,  their 
last  resting  place  not  being  known.  Life  was 
not  extinct  in  all  of  the  bodies  cast  into  the 
Little  Colorado,  as  was  supposed,  by  the  Mex- 
icans. An  irishman,  whose  name  is  not  now 
remembered,  and  the  younger  of  the  Rogers 
boys,  William  L.,  vvere  destined  after  sulfer- 
ing  untold  hai-dships  to  esca])e  from  that  try- 
ing oi'ileal.  The  Irishman  crawled  up  into 
an  excavation  made  by  tide-wattu-  next  t(j  the 
baidc  over  which  he  wa>  pitclied.  and  thus 
hidden  from  \iew  I'emained  until  the  Mexi- 
cans were  gone,  when  hi-  escaped  to  the  Amer- 
ican settlements.  \ oiing  Rogei's  swam 
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and  waded  to  the  opposite  lianlv  and  (daint)tred 
out.  Sc(dni^^  tliat  tlu'  Mexicans  were  watcli- 
in<r  liini  and  knowino  that  thev  would  follow 
and  complete  their  bloody  work  if  he  remained 
hmo  on  foot,  he  sta^ered  around  for  a few 
minutes  ami  then  fell  to  the  ground,  where 
remained  motioidess  until  all  was  quiet. 

It  wa.s  al)0ut  sundown,  and  heai’ing  the 
cannon  at  Fort  Jlrown  and  believiiuT  that  he 

O 

was  the  only  suio  ivor  of  the  })arty,  young 
Kogers  staggered  to  his  feet  and  started  in 
searcli  of  the  foi’t.  lie  had  been  stripped  of 
all  his  clothing  by  the  Mexicans,  and  in  this 
condition,  weak  from  loss  of  blood  and  with 
no  knowledge  of  the  country,  he  began  his 
wanderings.  For  thi'ee  days  and  nights  lie 
wandered  around,  subsisting-  on  berries  and 
water,  but  hardly  able  to  get  enough  down 
his  throat  to  sustain  life.  To  protect  his 
liodv  from  the  sun’s  rays  he  covered  it  with 
mud  and  kept  mud  piled  on  his  head.  The 
mosquitoes  were  so  bad  that  lie  freipiently 
had  to  crawl  into  pools  of  water  to  escape 
their  torture.  The  gash  in  his  throat  was 
tilled  with  screw  worms!  On  the  fourth  day 
he  came  on  a Mexican  ranch,  where  from  a 
vacant  “ jackal  ” or  lint,  he  succeeded  in  at- 
tracting the  attention  of  an  old  man  who 
came  to  his  relief,  bringing  him  clothing, 
after  which  he  was  taken  to  the  house,  his 
body  bathea  and  a pallet  given  him  on  which 
he  lay  down  to  rest. 

He  remained  with  the  Mexicans  until  he 
had  in  some  measure  regained  his  strength, 
when  he  was  taken  to  Matamoras  and  turned 
over  to  the  M(,‘xican  authoidties  of  that  place 
as  a |)risoner  of  war.  Here  ho  met  a number 
of  his  Foi’t  .1  es.-;u p acipiaintances,  who  were 
contined  a.-^  prisoners  of  war.  and  to  whom  lu' 
told  his  story  and  who  wen*  much  mo\'ed  by 
his  >nlferings.  llis  stoi’y  heeoming  known 
also  to  the  Mexic’.ie-..  he  was  taken  out  of  the 


general  stockade  and  [ilaced  in  what  was 
called  the  “ lied  Pi’ison,”  wh ich  it  wa.s  u nder- 
stood  and  use<l  only  for  those  who  had  heen 
deci'eed  t(.)  be  shot.  In  a short  time  an  ex- 
change of  pri.->oners  took  [ilace  between  the 
Mexican  and  American  authorities,  when  all 
of  the  Americans  were  exchanged  except 
young  liogers.  The  released  prisonei’s,  not 
seeing  him,  made  iiujuiries  about  him,  ami 
oettino  no  satisfaction  thouidit  that  some- 
thing  was  wrong  and  re|)orted  the  case  to 
General  Twio(rs,  who  was  in  charm*  of  Fort 

'fro  ' ^ 

Frown.  General  Twiggs  knew  young  Rooers’ 
father  and  at  once  took  a personal  interest  in 
the  son’s  case,  lie  sent  a Hag  of  truce  to  IMata- 
moras  to  inquire  whether  all  the  Americans 
had  been  released,  and  received  the  answer 
in  due  time  that  they  had.  He  then  sent  for 
his  informant,  and  questioning  him  closely 
as  to  the  circumstances  of  young  Rogers’ 
capture  and  treatment  satisfied  himself  that 
the  prisoner  w.as  being  held  to  conceal  the 
bloody  work  of  Mexican  .banditti  and  made 
np  his  mind  to  have  the  prisoner  at  any  cost. 
He  accordingly  sent  a second  dag  of  truce  to  the 
Mexican  commandant  at  Matamoras,  asking 
him  to  make  a thorono-h  search  for  another 
American,  who  he  thoiurlit  had  been  over- 
looked;  but  he  received  the  same  answer  as 
before.  He  then  sent  a third  de[)utation, 
giving  an  accuratedescription  of  the  prison  jr, 
his  name  and  the  circumstances  attending  his 
capture,  and  notifying  th.e  Mexican  authori- 
ties that  unless  the  young  man  was  forthcom- 
ing withi‘1  a specified  time  he  would  open  fire; 
at  once  on  the  city  and  batter  it  to  the  ground. 
The  ])risoner  was  immediately  prodneed  and 
dclix’ered  to  his  friends. 

William  h.  Rogei’s  died  at  ('orj)!!--  Ghristi 
hecemhe!’  17.  1S77,  a wealthy  and  highly 
honored  citizen.  At  tin*  time  of  his  death 
he  was  th('  Ri-pre'Cntatise  id'  his  county  in 
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the  State  Lecrislatni-e,  and  lia<l  l)oen  vice- 
president  of  tlii“  Oorpii-  ( diristi,  San  I)iep;o 
Itio  (Trandi*  liailn)a<l  t'oni patiy.  The  par- 
ties that  did  tlic  hloody  woidc  here  relati'd  wert! 
known  to  the  Americans,  being  residents  of 
Ueynosa,  Mexico,  and  tlio  three  surviving 
lloiTers  l)rothers  and  theii'  friends  did  not 

O 

let  any  of  the  luiinber  escape.  The  deatli  of 
father  and  brother  were  fully  avenged. 

J[T"1)CtE  J.  S.  perky.  Mayor,  capitalist 
I and  a representative  citizen  of  Rock- 
dale, ]\[ilain  county,  is  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky, of  which  State  his  j)eople  were  early 
settlers,  moving  there  from  Virginia  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  century.  They 
lived  in  the  central  part  of  the  State,  in  what 
is  now  Scott  and  Woodford  counties,  being 
in  the  heart  of  the  “ Blue  Grass  Region  ” 
In  that  locality  his  grandparents  took  up  their 
residence  at  an  early  day,  and  there  spent 
their  subsequent  lives.  His  father,  Milton 
Perry,  was  born  in  Scott"  county,  and  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Isabella 
Morrow,  in  Woodford  county.  They  were 
reared  and  married  there,  and  moved  to  Mis- 
souri in  1842,  from  wdiich  State  after  a resi- 
dence of  about  ten  years,  they  came  to  Texas, 
in  1853.  They  are  still  living,  the  father 
being  now  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age, 
and  the  mother  eighty-three.  Of  a naturally 
vigorous  consEtution,  they  have  led  temj)ei-- 
ate,  industrious,  well  ordered  lives,  which  has 
contril>uted  in  a laro-e  measure  to  their  o-i’t-'fit 

O 7^ 

age.  Both  have  been  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church  tor  many  years,  and 
have  lived  lives  consistent  with  their  [)rofes- 
sion  as  church  meinl)ers.  Six  <diildivn  lia\e 
been  the  issue  of  their  marria'O',  one  dauohtc'r 
and  li\e  sons.  The  damditer  and  oiu‘  son 


are  deceased,  the  remaining  foui-  sons  being 
citizens  of  Milam  county.  The  daughter, 
wimse  Christian  name  was  Martha  1).,  was 
twice  n)ari'ie<l,  lirst  to  Robe.’-t  dohnson,  and 
after  his  death,  in  1807,  to  A.  B.  Lovelace. 
She  died  in  1891.  .lames  Samuel,  the  sul)- 
ject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  age.  Pres- 
ton Walker,  the  second  son,  was  killed  at 
Eraid^lin,  Tennessee,  in  1804,  being  Lieuten- 
ant of  Coni])any  F,  Tetith  Texas  Iid'antry. 
The  three  youngest  ai'e  Alvin  Peter,  John 
M.  and  Martin  Edward. 

James  Samuel  Perry,  named  for  his  grand- 
fathers, James  Perry  and  Samuel  Morrow, 
was  born  in  Scott  county,  Kentucky,  Septem- 
ber 5,  1835.  He  was  in  his  seventh  year 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Missouri.  His 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  in  Lafayette 
county,  v^iere  they  settled,  and  his  prelim- 
inary education  was  received  in  the  schools 
of  that  county.  Coming  to  Texas  with  his 
parents,  in  1853,  he  resided  on  the  farm  in 
Ti-avis  and  Washington  counties,  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  attending 
school  at  Independence  in  the  latter  county 
until  the  opening  of  the  late  war.  He  en- 
tered the  Confederate  army  in  1861,  enlist-, 
ing  in  Company  P\  of  which  he  was  elected 
Lieutenant, Tenth  Texas  Infantry,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Roger  Q.  Mills,  with  which  he 
was  in  active  service  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  war.  At  the  fall  of  Arkansas  Post, 
in  1863,  he  was  taken  prisoner  with  his 
brigade;  was  subsc<piently  exchanged,  and 
was  with  Bragg,  and  then  with  Johnston  and 
Hood  in  their  operations  about  Chattanooga, 
and  in  all  of  the  Gcoi'gia  cam])aigns  down  to 
Atlanta,  befori'  which,  in  the  second  day's 
light  under  Hood.  !u'  was  wounded,  losinc- 
the  thumb  atul  two  iingei'S  of  the  left  hand, 
hisabled  by  this  from  fui'ther  <luty  in  the 
field,  he  was  placed  in  the  detective  service. 
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and  until  the  close  of  the  war  was  on  the 
]\Iohile  it  Ohio  loiilroad.  After  the  sur- 
render he  i-eturned  toTe.xas,  and,  havinir  I'ead 
law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Breidiam,  in 
ISOO,  and  heoan  ])ractieo  at  ]\[illican,  which 
he  ])iirsued  at  that  place  and  at  Ih'yan  until 
1872,  when  he  moved  to  Cameron,  Milam 
comity.  During  his  residence  at  Bryan  he 
was  Comity  J ndge  of  Brazos  county,  under 
Throckmoi'ton’s  administration,  and  in  1870 
he  was  elected  Comity  .fudge  of  INfilam  comity. 
In  1874  he  moved  fmm  Cameron  to  Rock- 
dale, where'  he  continued  in  the  practice  of 
law,  and  three  years  later  hecaine  intei'csted 
in  the  banking  business.  The  institution, 
with  whicli  lie  was  connected,  was  the  Rock- 
dale Bank,  the  pioneer  institution  of  the  kind 
in  Milam  comity.  It  was  stai'ted  in  .lannary. 
1874,  by  Isaac  .Jaloiiick,  rejiresenting  Stowe 
& ATihnerding,  of  Galveston,  and  was  run 
about  a year,  when  it  failed,  and  was  then 
bought  by  Wayland  & AVheatley;  two  years 
later  these  men  sold  it  to  Judge  Perry,  who 
kept  it  in  active  operation  until  January,  1892, 
when  it  went  into  voluntary  liquidation. 

In  1882  .Judge  Perry  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate  for  the  senatorial  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Milam,  Brazes  and 
Robertson,  and  served  in  that  capacity  during 
the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  sessions  of  the 
Legislature. 

Ill  the  twenty  years  that  Judge  Perry  has 
resided  in  Milam  county  he  has  accumulated 
C'Uifciderable  means,  most  of  which  are  in- 
vested in  lands  in  the  county  and  in  town 
lots  and  ent(‘r|irises  of  one  kind  aiul  another 
in  Rockdale.  Whatever  timds  to  further  the 
interest  and  welfare  of  the  community  iii 
which  he  li\'e.',  receives  his  cordial  approba- 
tion and  prompt  assistance.  lie  is  president 
of  the  Roedidale  Cotton  ( >il  Mills,  and  is  one 
il  the  chiel  jiromofers  ot  the  Rockdale  Ini- 


pi'ovement  (fompaiiy,  owners  and  operators 
of  the  water  works  and  electric- light  plant  of 
that  place.  He  is  the  present  Mayor  of 
Rockdale,  and  is  crediteil  with  makinir  a di<r- 
nitied  and  eflicient  otHcer,  thoroughly  alive  to 
the  interests  of  the  town,  and  prompt  in  the 
e.xcciition  of  its  laws.-  Under  his  adminis- 
tration the  town  has  prospered  as  never  be- 
fore, and  it  was  mainly  through  his  manage- 
ment that  the  city  acipiired  its  very  eliicieut 
system  of  water  works  and  electric  lights. 

He  has  always  been  a Democrat  and  conies 
of  a long  line  of  Democratic  ancestors.  His 
father  was  an  associate,  in  early  life,  of  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  one  of  Kentucky’s  great 
lights  of  Democracy,  under  whom  he  was 
trained  to  a stidct  observance  of  the  principles 
and  practices  of  the  party. 

In  May,  1SG9,  Judge  Perry  married  Miss 
Annie  Hubert,  a daughter  of  Ben  Hubert,  of 
Bryan,  and  a native  of  Polk  county,  this 
State.  To  this  union  five  children  have  been 
born,  all  of  whom  are  living.  These,  in  the 
order  of  their  ages,  are;  Annie  Belle,  Preston 
II.,  Alilton  Carroll,  Jimmie  F.  and  Earl. 
Mrs.  Perry  comes  of  one  of  the  early  settled 
families  of  Te.xas,  her  father  having  moved 
to  this  State  about  1836,  and  she  is  herself  a 
good  type  of  one  of  this  great  State’s  best 
products,  an  intelligent  and  refined  lady,  an 
affectionate  wife  and  inother.  Both  she  and 
her  husband  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  are  liberal  in  their  charities  as 
well  as  zealous  in  the  interests  of  their 
church. 

R.  WOODALL,  Baileyville,  is  one  (d’ 
the  substantial  and  pi'ogressi v(>  young 
farmers  oi  the  Braz'is  bottom  iii  Alilam 
county.  His  father,  .Jelfersoii  B.  Woodall, 
was  h(;rn  in  .lones  county,  Georgia,  in  1S3(). 
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Tliert-  lie  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
Afeida,  daiioliter  of  dolm  Dumas.  Mr. 
M\)odall  followcal  fanning  dui'ing  his  life- 
time and  was  fairly  successful,  and  died  in 
his  native  State  in  1858.  Our  subject’s 
jiatermd  grandfather  was  llobert  Woodall. 
He  was  a planter,  and,  like  his  son,  .Jeffer- 
son, had  no  political  or  military  recoi’d.  He 
married  Mary  Miller,  and  was  the  father  of 
six  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Mr.  Woodall  died  in  1875.  Our  subject’s 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Dumas,  married 
Matilda  Ivolb,  and  became  the  father  of  JHiza- 
beth,  who  manded  -Josepli  Slade  of  Louisiana; 
Ann  became  the  wife  of  John  AV.  Hard;  she 
is  now  deceased;  -Jerry,  deceased;  and  Asenia, 
our  subject’s  mother.  Mr.  Dumas  was  mar- 
ried first  to  Hannah  Gorden,  by  whom  he 
had  Nancy,  now  deceased,  who  married  Will- 
iam Harrison;  Helen  deceased,  who  married 
Newton  Samj)le3;  Sarah,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried John  Harvey;  Edmond;  Martha,  de- 
ceased, who  married  William  Brewington; 
Temperance,  who  married  John  D.  Holloway; 
and  John  C.  Dumas,  deceased. 

From  the  muon  of  Jefferson  P.  Woodall 
and  Asenia  Dumas  two  children  were  l)orn, 
namely:  Mary,  wdfe  of  James  M.  Eaves, 

and  residing  in  Burnet  county,  Texas,  and 
John  li.,  our  subject.  After  the  death  of 
.Jefferson  P.  Woodall,  his  widow  married 
L.  1*.  Eaves,  now  of  Wilderville,  Falls  county. 
Of  tljis  marriage  one  child  is  living,  Minnie. 
John  It.  Woodall  was  raised  in  Georgia  and 
received  in  youth  the  elements  of  a common 
English  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  was  thrown  own  his  own  resources  and  in 
the  fall  of  1875  he  came  to  Texas,  locating  in 
Milam  county,  whei’e  he  engaged  in  fanniii"- 
on  Kuitcd  land.  He  then  assumed  the  (uicrane- 

C7>  O 

ment  ami  control  of  tlm  5()0-acre  tract  be- 
longing to  W.  .1.  lirewingtou  (,)ii  the  Brazos 


bottom,  350  of  which  is  in  cultivation  and 
upon  which  130  bales  of  cotton  were  grown 
in  1801  and  aboi.'t  the  same  number  in  1802. 
Agin  and  small  mercantile  business  is  con- 
ducted in  connection  with  the  management 
of  this  farm.  Mr.  Woodall  owns  a farm  of 
350  acres  lying  on  the  Brazos  river,  175 
acres  of  which  is  in  cultivation.  He  owns 
a gin  and  does  a good  business  with  this 
during  the  ginning  season. 

Mr.  Woodall  manded  in  I860  Miss  Ida, 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Briggs  of  New 
York,  who  married  Miss  Sarah  Oakley  and 
had  only  one  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs 
are  now  living  in  Alabama.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodall  ai-e:  Carey,  Rich- 
ard, Dumas,  deceased  and  G(ddy.  In  per- 
sonal appearance,  Mi‘.  Woodall  is  of  medium 
height,  of  muscular  frame,  and  of  lai’ge 
proportions.  As  all  men  of  considerable 
avoirdupois,  he  is  of  a pleasant  and  affable 
temper,  making  his  companionship  agreeable 
and  entertaining. 

in  politics  Mr.  Woodall  is  a Democrat, 
and  a leader  in  local  matters. 

BLOEWEXSTEIN  ct  BRO.— Perhaps 
\ no  single  case  better  illustrates  tlie 

' phenomenal  commercial  growth  of  the 

towns  of  Milam  county  during  the  last 
twenty  yeai's  than  does  that  of  B.  Loewen- 
stoin  & Bro.,  of  Rockdale,  a finu  that  en- 
joys the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  place  and  one  of  the  first  in 
commercial  strength  in  the  county.  They 
have  been  in  bm-iness  in  Rockdale  just  twenty 
yeai's.  having  opeiu'd  their  first  stock  of  goods 
lieri'  December  2-1.  1873.  That  was  before 
the  [ nteniatiomd  A'  Great  Xortheru  Railroad 
had  reached  tbi>  place,  and  when  the  town  of 
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IIL^TORY  OF  7’A’AMV. 

Thc^-  employ  :i  corps  of  ten  clerks,  and  dur- 


liockdalo was  as  yet  only  a small  opening 
among  tlio  post-oaks.  During  the  time  that 
Kockdale  remained  the  tenninus  of  the  I'ail- 
road  every  thing  ahout  the  place  was  in  that  j 
unsettled  condition  eharaeteristic  of  new 
western  towns,  the  business  of  the  Messrs. 
Loowenstein  being  no  exception;  but,  with 
the  departuie  of  the  terminal,  things  rapidly- 
settled  down  to  a solid  basis.  Then  it  was 
that  the  Messrs.  Loewenstein  began  to  lay 
their  plans  to  establish  themselves  in  a staple- 
business  and  gi-o\v  with  what  proniised  to  he 
a legitimate  growth  of  the  community.  ^Vith 
the  intlux  of  immigi-ation  they  extended  their  ! 
aeepiaintance,  and  let  it  be  known  that  they  ' 
had  come  to  stay.  They  increased  their  stock 
as  tlieir  trade  demanded,  and  raised  the  gi-ade  [ 
of  goods  as  the  buying  public  became  edn-  i 
cateM  to  better  qualities  and  jvrices.  The  j 
swiftly  passing  years  have  wrought  a wonder-  j 
ful  change  in  their  fortunes.  From  a few  j 
handfuls  of  goods,  rej)ieseuting  only  §200 
or  §300  investment  their  stock  has  in- 
creased to  one  varying  from  §40,000  to 
$50,000,  and  they  do  a cash  business  of 
$75,000  a year.  They  handle  dry  goods, 
clothing,  boots,  shoes  and  groceries  the  same 
as  when  they  began  twenty  years  ago,  but 
they  have  classified  and  arranged  their  stock, 
systemized  their  business  and  conduct  it  in 
an  entirely  dilfei-ent  manner  from  that  ob- 
served in  former  years.  One  of  the  most  im- 
poi  tant  changes  which  they  have  niade  has 
been  from  the  credit  to  the  cash  basis.  This 
change  was  made  in  1880,  and  their  business 
instead  of  suffering  from  it  has  increased  and 
is  better  now  than  it  e\i-r  was.  They  occujty 
commodious  (piarters:  a double-front,  two- 
story  brick  hoii.-e,  fronting  on  two  streets, 
built  by  themselves  at  a co>t  of  8(5, 000,  and 
admii-ably  ai'ranged  for  the  .'-afe,  convenient 
and  e\j;editious  handlim'-  of  their  trade. 

1 O 


ing  the  (all  seasnii  esjiccially  theii'  place  is  a 
hive  of  industiy. 

4'hc^  firm  is  c<jinposed  of  Benjamin  and 
Joseph  Loewenstein,  brothers,  both  of  w’hom 
are  natives  of  Prussia,  both  wei’e  reared  in 
theii'  native  country  and  came  to  America, 
Benjamin  in  180(5  and  Joseph  in  1807. 
Benjamin  came  to  Texas  in  ISOS  and  Joseph 
in  1800,  and  from  that  date  until  they  scttleil 
in  Uockdale  they  lived  in  Colorado  ami  Aus- 
tin counties.  In  the  twenty'-tive  years  that 
they  have  lived  in  this  country  they  have  be- 
come thoroughly  Americanized,  and  are  as 
much  attached  to  all  of  the  intei-ests  and  in- 
stitutions of  their  adopted  home  as  they 
could  be  had  they  been  boi-n  on  the  soil. 
They  are  public-spirited  to  a degree  seldom 
witnessed  in  those  of  foreign  birth,  standing 
ready  at  all  times  to  put  their  money  in  any 
legitimate  enterprise  and  subsci'ibing  liber- 
ally for  the  promotion  of  local  industries. 
Benjamin  is  vice-president  and  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Rockdale,  which  he  helped  to 
organize.  He  is  a stocklujlder  in  the  Rock- 
dale  Cotton  Oil  Mills,  which  he  also  assisted 
insettino-on  foot.  lie  is  a stockholder  in  the 
Rockdale  Cotton  Platform  Com|)any;  and  the 
firm  established  the  Rockdale  Brick  ^yol•ks, 
representing  an  investment  of  $12,000,  with 
a capacity  of  2,000.000  bi-icks  annually,  which 
they  conducted  successfully  until  recently 
disposed  of  by  sale.  During  the  time  that 
they  ran  these  works  they  erected  seven  brick 
bnsiness  buildings  in  Rockdale,  besides  a 
number  of  dwellings,  and  were  constantly 
buying  and  improving  property  in  the  place 
as  well  as  eoiiti’actino- ;md  buildiim- for  otlicrs. 

r*- 

Joseph  ha^  been  a mcmbei-  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  for  seven  yeai’s,  and  Benjamin 
ha.s  served  half  as  lono-  on  the  ScIkmiI  Board. 
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iuhtoiiy  of  tfxas. 


Iiotli  are  J iepiilj! leans  in  polities,  but  liave 
never  souulit  any  public,  otiice,  ami  in  fact 
take  l)ut  little  interest  in  political  matters, 
nenjamin  lieloiu^s  to  the  A.  O.  It.  W.,  ami 
Jo.sepb  to  the  Masons,  Knii^hts  otllonoraml 
.\nieihcan  Leirion  of  llonoi',  and  both  to  the 
Hebrew  order,  B’nai  B’rith. 

In  April,  1873,  Benjamin  married  Miss 
Carrie  IMalsch  of  Colorado  county,  this  State, 
but  a native  of  Germany,  having  been  brought 
by  her  parents  to  America  when  .small  and 
I’eared  in  Te.xas.  March  10,  1881,  Josepli 
married  IMiss  Sarah  Levine  of  Galveston,  she 
being  a native  of  New  York  but  of  German 
ancestry.  Kach  of  the  brothers  has  children, 
each  has  an  elegant  home  in  Rockdale  and  a 
host  of  friends. 

WUI.LIAM  L.  GILES,  a successful 

' farmer  of  Travis  county,  is  a sou  of 
-a  Edward  S.  Giles,  who  was  born  in 
Sumner  county,  Tennessee,  August  6,  1798. 
In  1831  the  latter  moved  to  Hardeman 
county,  same  State,  and  in  1849  settled  three 
miles  below  Austin,  Texas,  but  subsequently 
moved  to  Duval.  He  finally  made  his  home 
with  our  subject,  where  he  died  July  7,  1877. 
Ill  political  matters,  he  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Tennessee  some  time,  and  was  fre- 
quently solicited  to  become  a candidate  for 
the  Legislature,  but  always  refused.  Socially, 
he  was  a Master  Mason;  and  religiously,  was 
and  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  for 
many  years.  His  parents  were  Josiah  and 
Caroline  Giles.  The  father,  a native  of 
North  Cai’olina,  moved  to  Tennessee  when  it 
was  vet  a part  of  North  Carolina,  settling  in 
Sumner  county,  whei'o  he  died  in  1828.  He 
served  as  a Chqitain  under  General  Jackson 


i in  the  war  of  1812,  and  participated  in  the 
''  battles  of  ralh'daou  and  Hoi'sc  Shoe  Bend. 

I 

Thetlile.'  family  came  to  America  ti'om 
[ Ireland  in  Colonial  time.s,  locating  in  V’^ir- 
' ginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  many  meni- 
I Iku’S  of  the  family  served  in  the  Revolution- 
! ary  war.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  riPe 
\ Nairn  y Jacl  vson,  was  born  in  Fauijuier  county, 

I Virginia,  A|.)ril  20,  1798,  a daughtei’  of 
Stephen  Jackson,  a native  also  of  that  State. 
He  was  a wheelwright  bv  occupation,  and  in 
an  early  day  .located  on  the  Ohio  river  at 
Shawneetown,  Gallatin  county,  Illinois, 
where  ho  died  in  1850.  Tlie  Jackson  family 
arc  of  Irisli  descent.  Josiah  Jackson,  a 
bi'other  of  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
Presiding  Elder  of  a conference  in  Illinois. 
Mrs.  Edward  Giles  located  in  middle  Ten- 
nessee when  quite  young,  near  where  her 
husband’s  father  lived.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giles 
were  married  in  1825,  and  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  viz.:  Mary  M.,  widow  of 
Wade  Henry,  and  resides  three  miles  from 
Austin;  Lizzie,  wife  of  N.  R.  Land,  of  Corn 
Hill,  AYilliamson  county;  AYilliam  L.,  our 
subject;  Lewis  L.,  who  was  killed  at  Mun- 
fordville,  Kentucky,  with  Colonel  Terry, 
December  17,  1801,;  Val  C.,  of  Austin;  and 
Calvin  Lycurgus  and  Eliza,  deceased  when 
young.  * 

AYilliam  L.  Giles,  the  subject  of  this 
sketcli,  was  born  in  Hardeman  county,  Ten- 
nessee, December  22,  1831,  and  j-eceived  a 
good  education.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  1854,  after  which  he  clerked  in 
a mercantile  house  until  1857,  and  in  that 
year  was  appointed  Deputy  Tax  Collector 
and  Assessor  of  Travis  county,  Texas.  He 
continued  that  occupation  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Sixth  Texa.s  Infantry.  Mr.  Giles  wa.-  capt- 
ured at  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post,  taken  to 
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II I STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


3J8 


(’aiu[)  Hntler.  Spi'ingHoh!,  Illiiiois,  tom- 
iiioiitlis  lat(M'  was  taktMi  to  I’cttM'slnirg,  \ ir- 
i^iiiia,  and  nxelianoed.  May  1,  1803,  and  was 
forwarded  to  Uicliinond,  where  they  rt^oi-oan- 
ized  toinporai'ily  to  repel  the  Federal  cavalry 
under  (Tcneral  Sherman  dnrino  the  battle  <jt 
Chanccllorsville.  lie  saw  Jackson’s  fnnci-al 
train,  was  ti'ansfcrrcd  to  the  army  of  Tennes- 
see, took  part  in  the  battle  of  Chickaman<^a 
and  Missionary  liidge,  and  in  most  of  the 
engagements  of  the  Tennessee  campaign. 
Mr.  Giles  was  slightly  wounded  at  the  liattle 
of  Jlinmrold.  At 'the  close  of  the  war  be  was 
discharged  as  Second  Jjieutenant  of  the  Cav- 
alry of  Colonel  Venevide’s  regiment,  after 
which  he  remained  at  his  father’s  home  two 
yeai’s.  In  1867  he  located  on  his  present 
farm  of  199  acres  in  Travis  county,  140 
acres  of  which  is  under  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  has  the  necessary  stock  for  farm 
use. 

Mr.  Giles  was  married  in  1806,  to  Sallie 
A.  Jordan,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Har- 
riet (Buchman)  Jordan,  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  "They  moved  to  what  was  then  the 
Kepublic  of  Texas,  locating  first  in  Austin 
county,  and  in  1858  came  to  Travis  county. 
Both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giles 
have  five  cljildren:  Alice  O.,  an  art  student 
at  Austin;  Lewis  L.,  Flora  C.,  Maggie  B. 
and  Eugene.  Mr.  Giles  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  his  wife  and  two 
daughters  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church. 


djOIIN  B.  WOLF. — He  who  weds  him- 
sef  to  a great  principle  lays  the  founda- 
— - tion  of  a successful  life.  In  every  man's 
career  some  mainspring  of  action  can  be 
found,  and  according  as  that  silent  force  is 
directed  his  destiny  will  be  determined.  The 


life  purpose  of  the  snbjcict  of  this  sketch 
seems  to  be  mj  scheme  (jf  S(df-aggi’andize- 
ment  or  fleeting  worldly  ambition,  but  sim- 
ply to  live  up  to  the  measure  of  his  (mdow- 
ments  and  res])onsibilitics,  to  develop  a char- 
acter and  leave  an  hotioi'able  name  to  his 
posterity. 

John  B.  AYolf  comes  of  good  stock,  his 
lineage  nmning  back  tbrough  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  this  country  to  the  old  state  of  Fenn- 
sylvania,  where  his  first  ancestors  on  this 
continent  were  of  that  number  of  industrious, 
thrifty,  peaceful  people  called  “Bennsyl vania 
Dutch.”  The  course  of  migration  of  the 
family  from  Pennsylvania  was  by  way  of 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas,  in  each  of  which  States  they  were 
early  settlers.  Michael  Wolf,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  horn  in  Hop- 
kins county,  Kentucky,  and  was  taken  by 
his  parents  when  a youth  to  Arkansas,  whore 
he  grew  up  and  passed  his  subsequent  life. 
At  a proper  age  he  married  Elizabeth  Adams, 
who  like  himself  was  a native  of  Kentucky  and 
a member  of  a pioneer  family  of  that  State 
and  Arkansas,  and  a lady  of  many  excellen- 
cies of  character.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  John  B.  was  the 
fifth  in  aire.  He  was  horn  in  what  was  then 

O 

Izard,  now  Baxter,  county,  Arkansas,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1840.  Both  parents  died  while  he 
was  yet  a child,  and  thus  deprived  of  the  care 
and  guardianship  natural  and  proper  to  his 
aoe  his  early  training  was  attended  with 
some  disadvantages.  He  grew  up,  however, 
a sturdy  youth,  and  liy  the  assistance  of  rela- 
tives and  industry  on  his  own  part  acquii-ed 
some  knowledge  from  hooks,  with  which, 
supplemented  with  a fair  measure  of  pluck 
and  energy,  he  began  life  for  himself  at  the 
aoe  of  seventeen,  cominir  at  that  age — 1857 
— to  Texas.  From  1857  to  1800  lu'  made 
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inSTOllY  OB'  TBJXAS. 


Ill’s  liome  ill  tlui  iiorllicni  part  of  this  State 
where  he  was  variously  eiieagt'd  as  farm  haml, 
teamster,  lirick-maker  and  seliool-teacher. 
Me  returned  to  his  native  State  just  before 
tlie  opening  of  the  Civil  war,  and  there  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  (Jonfederaey  in  May, 
1801,  enlisting  in  Company  I,  Fourteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry.  For  four  y'ears  he  fol- 
lowed the  varying  fortunes  of  tlie  flag  of  the 
Confederacy,  participating  in  tlie  hardships, 
jileasnres  and  thrilling  e.xperiences  which 
made  up  the  life  of  the  common  soldiery  in 
that  great  struggle,  lie  saw  service  under 
each  of  those  distinguished  generals.  Price, 
JMcCiillocli,  Gardner  and  JPickner,  and  was 
in  the  departments  east  and  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  He  entered  the  army  a pri- 
vate hut  was  made  captain  of  liis  company  at 
Corinth,  Mississippi,  in  1862,  and  com- 
manded it  from  tliat  date  until  the  surrender. 
Fie  was  never  wounded  but  was  once  cap- 
tured, and  wliile  in  imprisonment  partici- 
pated in  an  episode  that  attracted  much  at- 
tention at  the  time  and  has  since  come  to  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  romances  of  the  war. 
It  occurred  on  board  a vessel  in  the  Atlantic 
ocean  and  is  known  in  history  as  the  “Cap- 
ture of  the  Maple  Leaf.”  A brief  account 
of  this  event  belongs  to  this  biography,  and 
will  here  be  given  in  almost  the  language  in 
which  Captain  Wolf  narrated  it  to  the  writer. 
On  this  point  he  said: 

“On  the  capture  of  Port  Hudson  in  June, 
1863,  the  Federal  authorities  paroled  the 
private  soldiers  but  retained  the  commis- 
sioned officers  with  the  intention  of  sending 
them  North  to  be  placed  in  prison.  1 was 
one  of  this  number  of  officers.  We  were  put 
aboard  a gunboat  at  Port  Hudson  and  sent 
down  to  New  Orleans,  where  we  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  steamer  ('atawba,  guarded  by 
Hilly  Wilson's  New  Vork  Zouaves  and 


taken  to  I'ortress  Monroe.  At  this  point  we 
were  transferred  to  another  steamer,  the 
Maple  Leaf,  in  charge  of  a captain  with  a 
crew  of  fiftv  men  and  a ouard  of  twentv-four 

•'  O V 

Federal  soldiers  under  command  of  a lieu- 
tenant. Umler  this  escort  we  put  to  sea,  the 
intention  being,  I suj)pose,  to  take  us  to 
Johnson’s  island,  near  New  York  city.  Hut 
wo  had  no  desire  to  go  to  prison,  and  we  were 
not  long  in  makimr  nn  our  minds  to  effect  an 
escape  if  such  a thing  were  possible.  As  to 
number  we  were  about  cijually  divided,  there 
being  seventy-five  Confederates  and  seventy- 
five  F’ederals.  The  F’ederals  had  the  advant- 
age, however,  inasmuch  as  they  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war, 
and  were  the  recognized  masters  of  the  sit- 
nation.  Hut  the  Confederates,  being  officers, 
and  as  you  might  say  in  a certain  sense 
[licked  men,  were  not  lacking  in  brains,  re- 
source and  courage.  A fairly  vigilant  watch 
was  kept  up  on  the  part  of  the  Federals 
while  we  were  in  port  and  until  we  got  well 
out  to  sea;  but  once  safely,  as  they  thought, 
a-Aay  from  shore,  they  rela.ved  their  vig- 
ilance, trusting,  I reckon,  to  the  waters  and 
to  our  supposed  submission  to  fate.  It  was 
then,  however,  that  we  saw  our  chance.  The 
guards  served  in  relays  of  eight  each  and  we 
knew  that  we  could  easily  overcome  eight 
men  even  if  they  were  armed  and  we  were 
not.  Accordingly,  at  a given  signal  a rush 
was  made  for  tlie  guards  and  for  the  pilot 
and  engineers,  who  were  soon  disarmed,  in 
our  possession  and  our  prisoners.  The  plan 
was  to  keep  the  guards  closely  confined 
so  that  they  would  not  give  any  annoyance 
and  to  [ilace  a sufficient  number  of  our  own 
men  over  the  pilot  and  engineers  to 
make  them  do  oui-  biddino",  and  then 
pull  for  the  shore.  It  happened  to  fall 
to  my  lot  to  be  one  of  those  assigned  to 
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HlsTOItY  OF  TFXAH. 


(Iiity  ovi'T  tlu'  ])ilot.  uiid  iVom  tin-  :kI vantiine- 
ous  of  the  j)ilot  lioii&e  1 ^maeyetl 

the  ujiei'ations  below.  I'lie  capture  took 
place  aI)oiit  l(Mi  o’clock  in  the  moniino  and  it 
was  not  loiio  bel’oi'e  we  were  lieaded  for  laiul. 
^V  e were  not  oivcii  much  ti-ouhle  by  the  Ked- 
erals  after  we  got  po.ssessioii  of  the  boat;  foi’  1 
We  had  the  advantaoe  ofthem  and  weredetei-- 
mined,  as  they  knew,  to  make  our  esca[)e.  A 
fusilade  of  rough  jokes  and  hautering  was 
kept  up  pretty  much  all  day,  and  several  at- 
tempts were  made  by  the  pilot  to  run  tlie 
boat  back  into  Foi  tress  iNIonroe;  but  we  were 
sulficiently  ac(piainted  with  the  lay  of  the 
land  to  ])revent  anything  of  the  kind  being 
done. 

‘‘  Finally,  about  sundown,  we  reached  the 
shore  and  secured  a .safe  landing  off  Cape 
Henry,  Frincess  Ann  county,  Virginia.  We 
paroled  the  Federal  guards  and  crew  and 
leaving  eight  or  ten  of  our  sick,  and,  wounded 
on  board  the  boat,  the  remainder  of  us  set 
out  for  Kichmond.  We  were  then,  althonoh 
we  did  not  know  it,  in  Union  lines;  but  we 
soon  began  to  encounter  obstacles,  and  these 
inultijdied  as  we  proceeded  until  it  became 
expedient  for  us  to  seek  safety  in  the  swamps 
of  JS'orth  Carolina.  We  were  concealed  in 
these  swamps  some  ten  or  twelve  days,  being 
fed  and  protected  by  the  families  of  Confed- 
erate soldiers  who  were  then  at  the  front, 
and  kept  informed  by  them  of  the  movements 
of  the  enemy.  During  this  time  we  fell  in 
with  an  old  guerrilla  captain  named  W.  B. 
Sandlin,  who  was  operating  in  that  locality 
and  to  whom  we  were  indebted  for  a threat 
deal  of  assistance.  He  had  a company  made 
up  mostly  of  boys,  who  however,  did  effect- 
ive duty  in  dogging  the  enemy  from  point 
to  point  and  occasionally  rounding  uj)  a 
sti'aggling  S(piad  of  Fedcrals.  In  time  Cap- 
tain Sandlin  and  his  hoys  secured  some  small 


boats,  in  whiidi  he  transpoi'ti'd  us  to  Albe- 
mai’le  Sound,  and,  piloting  us  through  the 
enemy's  lines,  landed  u.^  at  a point  fi'om 
which  after  a few  hoiii's’  j’apid  march  we 
were  beyond  the  reach  (jf  the  Fedei-als  and 
safely  on  our  way  to  Bichmond.  lleh.ire  we 
I laaudied  the  latter  plac.e,  however,  we  were 
met  by  adetachment  of  Ceneral  1).  11.  Hill's 
cavalry,  which  had  been  sent  out  by  Presi- 
dent l)a\'is  to  assist  us  to  escajje,  new>  of  the 
capture  of  the  Maple  Leaf  having  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Northern  papers,  through 
which  channel  it  had  reached  the  authorities 
at  Richmond.  We  received  a royal  welcome 
at  the  seat  of  the  Confederate  irovernment, 
and,  what  we  needed  and  appreciated  fully 
as  much,  rest  and  food.  For  my  part  I re- 
mained there  only  a few  days,  when  I started 
west  to  rejoin  my  command.  I i-eached 
Jo.seph  F.  Johnston's  army,  then  in  Missis- 
sippi, which  I entered  about  July  LO,  1803, 
and  remained  with  it  for  three  months.  At 
the  end  of  that  ti)ue  1 heard  of  my  command, 
Tiot  yet  reorganized  however,  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  I immediately  secured  a 
a transfer  and  made  my  way  to  it,  entering  a 
brigade  at  Washington,  Arkansas,  made  up 
of  paroled  troops  from  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson.  I served  in  this  command  under 
General  Thomas  P.  Dockery  until  the  close 
of  hostilities,  receiving  ray  discharge  at  Mar- 
shall, Texas,  in  May,  1805.” 

From  1805  to  1800  Captain  AVolf  resided 
in  Arkansas  engacred  in  farming.  He  came 
to  Texas  in  Apidl,  1800,  and,  settling  in  Mi- 
lam county,  farmed  for  three  year.-,  after 
which  he  engaoed  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Davilla  and  Rockdale.  He  was  elected 
Sherifl’  of  Milam  county  in  1878  and  held 
the  office  for  two  years.  The  office's  of 
Sherilf  and  Collector  wei'e  then  in  one,  tiu' 
duties  being  performeil  by  theShei'itf.  They 
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II  [STORY  OF  TFXAS. 


wore  sepiiratrd  (lurinjj;  liis  term,  and  in  Xo- 
\oinlH-r,  1880,  ho  \va&  elected  Collector  of 
of  the  county.  lie  lia.s  held  this  olfico  since, 
haviiio  hoen  re-elected  to  it  every  two  years. 
It  is  noedlosr,  to  say  that  he  has  made  one  of 
the  most  eilicient  officers  the  county  has  ever 
had.  iN'o  man  could  have  held  as  important 
an  office  as  that  of  Collector  as  loiii^  as  he 
has  without  oivino  satisfaction  in  an  eminent 
decree.  Milam  county  has  vei’y  few  men 
more  popular  than  he  is.  Plain  in  manner 
and  speech,  he  is  easily  aj)proached  and  in 
all  of  his  intercourse  in  life  his  conduct  is 
marked  hy  the  utmost  sincerity  and  cordial- 
ity. Caj)tain  MMlf  was  made  a Mason  at  the 
aoe  of  twenty-one,  and  has  taken  the  lioyal 
Arch  and  Council  degrees.  lie  is  also  Com- 
mander of  Hercules  Council,  American  Le- 
gion of  Honor,  and  Protector  of  Evening 
Star  Lodge,  No.  G2,  Knights  and  Ladies  of 
Honor,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Texas  of  the  Knio;hts  of  Honor.  He  has 
been  for  years  a member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  and  Superintendent  of  Sun- 
day-schools. 

In  September,  I860,  Captain  Wolf  mar- 
ried Agnes  Adams,  a daughter  of  Esquire  J. 
D.  Adams  of  Marion  county,  Arkansas, 
where  Mrs.  Wolf  was  born  and  reared.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Charles  D.,  Nellie, 

Thomas  M.,  Penn,  John  O.,  AVyatt  L.  and 
Minnie. 


dj  E.  STILES,  a farmer  and  stock-raiser 
I of  Williamson  county,  was  born  in 
— ' Tennessee,  December  20,  1835,  a son 
of  Seaborn  and  liebecca  ( Eincher)  Stiles,  na- 
tives of  South  Carolina.  This  family  i.s  of 
the  fourth  generation  in  America,  three 
lirothers  of  that  name  havimr  come  from 


England  to  this  country  in  1043.  A number 
of  the  descendants  wci'e  soldiers  in  the  Kevo- 
lutionary  wai'.  Scaljuni  Stiles  moved  to 
Brushy,  xMilam  county,  Te.xas,  in  1840,  whei'e 
he  died  in  1874.  He  was  a prominent  farmer 
and  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by  the 
first  union  had  five  cliildren:  Amanda,  J.  E., 
Sarah  J.,  Mai'garet  and  Prank  N.  He  also 
had  live  children  by  the  second  marriage: 
Jesse  L.,  Mary  C.,  Bel>ecca  C.,  A.  W.  and 
one  deceased. 

J.  E.  Stiles,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Missouri,  and  in 
1848  located  in  Bastrop  county,  Texas.  One 
year  later  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Milam 
count}’,  which  then  contained  only  tlii’ee 
families,  viz.:  Black,  Kirkendall  and  Stiles. 
Game  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful,  and  the  In- 
dians were  friendly.  Mr.  Stiles  began  stock- 
raising  with  his  brother,  and  in  1800  they 
moved  their  stock  to  Coleman  county.  Dur- 
ing the  war  the  settlers  in  a number  of 
frontier  counties  were  exempted  from  serv- 
ice, but  they  fonned  themselves  into  com- 
panies, our  subject  being  under  Major  Erath, 
to  protect  the  property.  During  that  time 
the  brothers  lost  much  of  their  stock  by  the 
Indians,  the  Confederate  government  also 
taking  many  beeves,  and  in  1868  they  sold 
their  entire  interests  and  Mr.  Stiles  returned 
home.  He  shortly  afterward  returned  to  this 
county,  and  in  1808  purchased  an  interest  in 
a ranch  of  320  acres  and  a herd  of  cattle, 
and  in  1870  bought  the  remainder  of  the 
section.  He  and  his  brother  now  own  about 
10,000  acres  of  land,  450  acres  under  culti- 
vation, a large  herd  of  cattle,  and  each  has 
.-separate  homes.  They  also  own  other  tracts 
to  the  amount  ()f  1,0(10  acres. 

In  I'^lo  Mr.  Stiles  was  united  in  mai-riaoe 
with  Miss  Eliza  Thomas,  who  was  born  in 
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Alaliaiiin,  -July  2(‘),  ISS.l,  a daughrer  of 
James  and  ('larcnda  (ffricc)  Thomas,  natives 
also  of  that  State.  The  ])arents  died  vvlien 
Mrs.  Stiles  was  small.  Onr  subject  and  wife 
have  had  lour  children,  three  now  liviim: 
JIardy  R.,  James  Y.  and  Hadley  A.  Mr. 
Stiles  served  as  Enrolling  Officer  and  JJeu- 
tenant  during  the  late  war,  was  a candidate 
for  the  State  Democi-atic  Convention  and 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  Socially, 
lie  is  a memher  of  the  I.  O.  ().  F.,  and  is  a 
Royal  Ai'ch  Mason.  Religiously,  he  was 
formerly  a !ueniher  of  the  Christian  Church. 


GALVIX  C.  AVHITE.— The  subject  of 
this  sketch  comes  of  pioneer  stock, 
tracing  his  ancestiy  back  for  three  or 
four  generations  through  the  early  settled 
families  of  this  country  to  Virginia,  the 
mother  of  States.  The  line  on  his  father’s 
side  is  as  follows:  Henry  White,  born  in 

Virginia  about  the  middle  of  the  last  cen- 
tury,  married  a Miss  Russian,  by  whom  he 
had  a large  family  of  children,  one  of  whom 
was  Robert  White,  born  in  Virginia  in  1786, 
married  Xancy  Coburn,  by  whom  he  had 
twelve  children,  one  of  whom  was  Elijah 
White,  the  father  of  Calvin  C.  of  this  article. 
Henry  and  Robert  White  both  moved  to  Ten- 
nessee in  the  early  settling  of  that  State,  and 
there  Henry  died  in  1830,  and  Robert  moved 
from  there  in  1837  to  Texas,  settling  first  in 
what  is  now  Walker  county  and  later  in  Leon 
county.  He  died  in  Leon  county  in  1854. 
Elijah  AVhite  was  hern  in  Perry  county,  Ten- 
nessee, in  1822,  and  was  reared  there  to  the 
age  of  fifteen,  the  remainder  of  his  youth  and 
early  manhood  being  Sj)ent  in  Tt'xas.  In 
1844  he  manned  Julia  Jones  of  Walker 
county,  this  State,  and  about  1844  or  '45 


moved  to  Milam  county,  settling  on  Jones 
J’rairie,  whei'e  he  made  his  home  till  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1886.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer,  a volunteer  soldier  in  the 
late  war.  Twelfth  Texas  Regiment  (Parsons’ 
brigade),  an  industrious,  useful  and  highly 
resjiected  citizen.  Coming  to  the  county 
when  hedi<h  he  was  in  a position  to  render 
valuable  sei-vice  to  civilization,  and  this  he 
did  in  the  active  [)ai-t  he  took  in  building  up 
the  educational,  religious  and  social  interests 
of  the  community  where  he  settled.  He 
hel|)ed  to  organize  the  Little  River  Paptist 
Church  and  held  a membership  in  it  till  his 
death.  He  was  also  a charter  member  of 
Ijittle  River  Lodge,  Xo.  397,  A.  E.  A A.  M., 
in  which  he  occupied  a conspicuous  place. 
His  lodo-e  passed  the  following  resolution  of 
respect  on  his  death: 

“ Rrother  E.  White  departed  this  life  Eeb- 
ruary  19,  1886.  He  was  a Mason  in  every 
sense  of  the  word  and  loved  the  tenets  of  the 
order  as  every  Mason  should.  In  his  death 
we  have  lost  a brother,  both  in  the  Masonic 
lodge  and  in  the  church,  and  the  community 
has  lost  a member  who  cannot  be  replaced. 

Hotelier  of  God,  well  done! 

Rest  be  tby  loved  employ, 

And  while  eternal  ages  run 
Rest  in  thy  Maker’s  joy. 

“To  his  wife  and  children  we  extend  our 
sincere  sympathy,  and  offer  as  a consoling 
thought  to  them  in  the  hour  of  their  bereave- 

a 

ment  the  splendid  Christian  character  which 
the  departed  has  left  for  their  emtilation  and 
certainty  that  they  will  meet  him  in  heaven 
if  they  live  in  accordance  with  the  teachings 
of  the  Gospel.” 

Mrs.  AVhite  died  in  1875.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  J.  P.  Jones,  who  was  jtrobaltly 
Milam  county’s  first  settler,  the  sturdy, 
courageous  old  pioneer  for  whom  Jones  prai- 
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rie  was  named,  and  wlio  sold  Ids  life  so  dearly 
at  ihe  celel)rated  Battle  Creek  tiglit  in  Na- 
varro eonntj  in  1838.  Elijah  and  Julia 
White  were  the-  parents  of  a large  mini  her  of 
children,  most  of  whom  are  still  living,  being 
I’esidents  of  this  State.  The  full  niimher,  in 
the  order  of  their  ages,  is  as  follows:  James, 

who  died  in  Leon  county,  in  infancy;  Sarah, 
who  was  married  to  F.  M.  Moss  and  is  now 
deceased,  leaving  one  child,  Eulalia;  Calvin 
C.,  of  thi^rticle;  Joseph,  who  died  in  this 
county,  having  married  Julia  Osborn,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  Josie  and  ALsy; 
William  P.,  a farmer  of  Jones  prairie,  Milam 
county;  Leonard,  of  Coleman  county;  Annie, 
who  was  married  to  N.  13.  McKinney  and  is 
deceased,  leaving  three  children,  Florence, 
Nola  and  X.  13.;  Mollie,  wife  of  A.  A.  Beall 
of  Colorado  City;  Lizzie,  wife  of  J.  W.  Car- 
gill of  Jones  prairie,  Milam  county;  Edward 
Franklyn,  and  Gus,  who  died  in  youth;  and 
LJavid,  of  Milam  county. 

Calvin  C.  White  was  born  on  Jones  prairie, 
Milam  county,  Texas,  October  11, 1817,  where 
he  was  also  reared,  growing  up  on  the  farm. 
Ilis  education  was  obtained  in  the  country 
schools.  Opportunities  for  education  then 
were  limited,  Init  such  as  they  were  young 
White  enjoyed.  Having  been  reared  to  farm- 
ing, he  naturally  took  to  this  when  he  began 
life  for  himself,  and  has  been  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising  all  his 
life,  owninir  and  residingr  on  the  old  hoine- 
stead. 

January  8,  1871,  Mr.  AVhite  married  Mrs. 
Lou  Little,  widow  of  Lucius  Little  and 
daughter  of  James  Oliver.  Mrs.  White  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  was  a child  when 
her  pai-ents  moved  to  Texas.  She  has  two 
bi-others.  Claudius  C.,  a druggist,  residing  at 
Ah'xandei-.  Texas;  and  Augustus  P.,  ('lerl<;^of 
the  District  Court  of  Stonewall  county. 


Texas;  and  two  sistei’s;  Amanda,  now  Mrs. 
B.  A.  Goodwin,  living  in  Milam  county;  and 
vVnnic,  wife  of  M.  M.  Liner  of  Hopkins 
county,  Texas.  By  her  fonnei'  marriage  Mrs. 
i White  had  one  child,  Lizzie.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

! White  have  had  eight  children:  Gertrude, 

I e>  ' 

who  was  born  October  31,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 23,  1875;  Walter  E.,  April  9,  1870; 
Berta,  Jaiiuary  1,  1879;  Amanda,  Febriiai'y 
I 23,  1882;  Benjamin  J.,  Jauuaiy  1,  1885; 
j Claudius,  September  28,  1887;  and  Sidney 
I M.,  September  28,  1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
I White  are  menlbers  of  the  Baptist  Church, 

I and  Mr.  White  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, having  been  connected  with  this 
order  about  ten  years,  and  is  now  Past  Master 
of  I^ittle  River  Lodge,  No.  397,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. 


C APTAIN  E.  T.  THOiMPSON.  — The 
ancestors  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
^ came  from  Scotland  and  were  among 
tlie  early  settlers  of  this  country,  taking  up 
their  residence  in  South  Carolina  in  Colonial 
times.  There  Robert  Thompson,  the  patern- 
al grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
was  born.  He  married  a Miss  Barton,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  the  fourth  of  whom  w.as 
Robert,  father  of  our  subject.  Robert 
Thompson  was  born  in  Abbeville  district. 
South  Carolina,  about  the  year  1801  or  1802. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and  there 
married,  in  1827,  Lydia  Teague,  a daughter 
of  Elijah  and  Sarah  Teague,  the  daugliter 
beinir  a native  of  Abbeville  district,  where 
she  was  born  about  1801-  Robert  and  Sarah 
Thoni]>son  moved  to  Alabama,  settling  in 
! what  w.as  then  Benton,  now  Calhoun,  county 
I in  1835.  There  the  mother  died  in  1852, 

I leaving  seven  children:  Elijah  Teague,  of 
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this  article;  Marjrarct  Elizabeth,  wlio  was 
man'ieb  tt>.J.  W.  Amlerson  ami  now  resides 
in  Calhoun  county,  Alabama;  Sarah  S.,  who 
was  married  to  d.  A.  Landers  and  died  leav- 
ing one  child:  Thomas  lEmton,  who  died  in 
Cliambers  county,  Alabama,  in  1893,  whei'e 
his  descendants  now  live;  Kobert  W.,  wln.i 
died  in  recent  ycJU’S  fit  ljirminjj;ham,  Ala- 
bama, leaving  no  issue;  -John  Hunter,  who 
died  in  Virginia,  in  tha  Confederate  service 
during  tlie  late  war;  ami  Barton,  whodietl  in 
infancy.  The  father  was  twice  mar- 
ried afterward  but  had  no  children  by 
either  of  his  last  marriages.  He  died 
in  1866;  was  a planter  throughout  life;  ac- 
cumulated considerable  means  in  lands  and 
slaves  before  the  war,  all  of  which,  however, 
was  swept  away  during  that  destructive  con- 
test. He  was  for  many  years  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  was  in 
later  life  a local  minister. 

Elijah  Teague  Thompson,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  notice,  was  born  in  Abbeville 
district,  South  Carolina,  September  27,  1828, 
and  was  reared  in  Calhoun  county,  Alabama, 
where  his  parents  settled  when  he  was  seven 
years  old.  He  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  has 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life. 
His  educational  advantages  were  limited. 
Marrying  at  about  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he 
settled  on  a farm  to  himself  and  until  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  war  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits. 

He  entered  the  Confederate  service  in  the 
latter  part  of  1861,  enlisting  in  Comj)any 
D,  which  he  raised  and  of  which  he  was 
elected  and  commissioned  Captain,  Thirty- 
first  Alabama  Infantry.  With  this  command 
he  joined  the  Army  of  Tennessee  in  Imbru- 
ary,  1862,  and  participated  in  the  raid  into 
Kentuchy  under  General  E.  Kii'by  Smith,  i 
joined  Bragg  and  was  with  him  in  his  subse-  | 


j (pient  operations  as  far  as  Murfree^buiwjugh, 

[ Tennessee,  whence  Stephem-ou’s  division,  to 
which  the  Thirty-fii'st  Alabama  belonged, 
was  oi’dei'ed  to  the  vicinity  of  Knoxville. 
Ca])tain  Thomps(m’s  command,  liowevei', 
took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Eort  G ibson. 
Baker’s  Creek,  Biir  Black  and  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg.  At  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  he 
was  paroled,  with  the  remainder  of  his  com- 
I’ades,  and  soon  aftei-ward  rendezvoused  at 
Demopolis,  Alabama,  was  later  exchanged 
and  aoain  entered  the  service  in  time  to  take 

O 

part  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  He  was 
in  all  the  engagements  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chattanooga,  and,  entering  the  Georgia  cam- 
paign  in  the  spring  of  1S6-1,  he  was  in  the 
series  of  fights  down  to  Atlanta,  being  capt- 
ured at  Kenesaw  mountain  on  June  15, 
1864.  He  was  taken  from  this  point  to 
Johnson’s  island,  Hew  York,  where  he  was 
held  till  June  15,  1865. 

Ileturnino-  home  he  turned  his  attention 

O 

at  once  to  the  problems  of  peace,  finding  as 
the  only  means  left  him  with  which  to  again 
begin  the  battle  of  life  two  little  mules  and 
his  farm.  He  put  in  a crop,  but  before  it 
was  “ laid  by  ” some  one  stole  one  of  his 
mules  and  the  crop  was  worked  out  with  the 
other  mule  and  by  hand.  Struggling  along 
as  well  as  he  could  with  the  limited  means  at 
his  command.  Captain  Thompson  continued 
to  reside  in  Alaltama  until  1869,  when, 
wearying  with  the  uneijual  contest,  he  came 
West  to  seek  a better  foothold.  He  reached 
Milam  county  December  7,  1869,  and  made 
his  first  stop  at  old  Bort  Sullivan.  He  rented 
land  there  one  year  and  then  in  1870  bought 
140  acres  of  the  place  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides. He  has  bought  other  laml  since,  his 
holding  now  amounting  to  700  acres,  between 
450  and  500  acres  of  which  is  in  cultivation. 
The  average  yield  of  his  farm  is  from  150  to 
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200  l)!ilcs  of  cotton  anniinlly  and  grain  and 
stock  ])ioducts  in  proporticjn.  His  farm  lies 
in  tlie  Little  river  and  llrazos  bottoms  and  is 
one  of  the  best  places  in  the  eastern  part  of 
tlie  county. 

With  the  exception  of  the  otHce  of  dnstice 
of  the  Peace,  which  Captain  Thompson  filled 
foi'  eight  years  in  Alabama,  be  lias  never  liehl 
any  ])iiblic  position,  preferring  the  peaceful 
ways  of  pi'ivate  life  to  the  business  of  otiice- 
seeking  and  otbce-liolding.  In  politics  he  is 
a Heniocrat,  standi  in  his  support  of  the 
piinciples  of  the  party  and  loyal  to  its  nomi- 
nees. In  1852  he  became  a member  of  tlie 
Masonic  fraternity  and  has  held  a member- 
ship in  that  order  since.  He  his  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  fifty 
years,  and  in  accordance  with  his  means  a 
liberal  contributor  to  all  charitable  work. 

In  September,  1847,  Captain  Thompson 
married  Miss  Ariana  S.  A.  Ghent,  a daughter 
of  Daniel  Ghent  and  a native  of  Soxith  Car- 
olina. The  issue  of  this  marriage  has  been 
eight  children:  llobert  Daniel,  who  married 
Nellie  Leopard  and  resides  in  Milam  county; 
Nancy,  who  was  married  to  William  Self  and 
resides  in  this  county;  Thomas  L,,  of  Fort 
Bend  county,  Texas;  Sallie,  who  is  the  wife 
otA.  E.  Brady,  of  Milam  county;  Fannie, 
wdio  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  M.  Cawthon,  of 
Eddy,  Texas;  Lizzie  Viola,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen;  Lena  A.  and  Laura  A. 


\ A'\  )) I N F 1 ELD  SC O T T 

TYSON,  a farmer  of  IMilam  coun- 
^ ^ ty,  residing  near  Maysfield,  was 
boni  in  Alontgomerv  county,  Tennessee, 
Api’il  21,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  John  E. 
'ryson,  who  was  horn  in  the  same  county 
in  1825.  The  latter’s  father,  I'riah  Tyson, 


was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1787.  The 
family  are  of  AYel.'ih  descent,  and  its  earliest 
re[iresentati ves  came  to  America  in  ante- 
Bevolutionary  days,  settling  in  Yirginia,  but 
afterward  emigrated  to  North  Carolina.  In 
his  young  maidiood  Uriah  Tyson  moved  to 
IMontgomery  county,  Tennessee,  early  in  this 
century,  driving  the  “safety”  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  the  ox  and  cart.  He  marrieii 
jMary  Barber,  and  they  had  seven  children: 
Wi'ight,  James,  Noah,  William,  Marshall, 
John  E.  and  Maiy.  Mrs.  Tyson  died  in 
1810,  at  tlie  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

John  E.  Tyson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  a farmer  lioy,  was  fairly  well  edu- 
cated, and  engaged  in  the  calling  taught  him 
in  youth.  He  was  a prominent  slave-owner, 
was  a leader  in  his  community,  and  was 
much  interested  in  the  promotion  of  worthy 
and  laudable  enterprises.  Both  the  church 
and  school  were  reci])ieuts  of  his  benefac- 
tions. He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  became  greatly  interested  in 
the  workings  and  success  of  the  order.  Mr. 
Tyson  came  to  Texas  in  1853,  heating  down 
the  Cumberland  river  to  the  Ohio,  then  by  the 
Mississippi  river  to  the  Gulf,  by  steamer  to 
the  month  of  the  Brazos  river,  and  up  this 
liy  a smaller  vessel  to  old  Port  Sullivan.  A 
farm  was  immediately  purchased,  on  which 
he  settled  and  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  death,  in  1880.  He  gave  three  years 
of  his  life  to  good,  hard,  faithful  service  in 
the  Confederate  anny,  enlisting  in  Colonel 
Dufi’s  regiment  in  1802,  ami  served  on 
fi'ontier  and  coast  defense.  In  jiolitics  he 
alliliated  with  the  Democratic  jairty,  Init  he 
was  never  a solicitor  of  public  favors,  and 
never  held  but  one  elective  ottice,  that  being 
County  Com m i>sioner  of  Milam  comity. 

Mr.  J'yson  married  .Martha  S.,  a damThter 
ol  Isaac  and  Wilmmith  (Noland)  Sparks,  of 
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CaiToll  coiiiitv,  west  Tennessee.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  S])arks  wei'e  tlio  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Bailey;  Jesse;  iMary,  wife  of 

Ainlirose  Harmon;  Sallie,  wlio  married  Sam- 
uel Tyson;  Martha,  wife  of  John  E.  Tyson; 
Isaac  II.;  Wilniouth,  wife  of  Ambrose 
Mitchell;  and  Mahala,  who  marriecj  D.  I\I. 
Smith.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyson  liad  seven 
children,  namely:  Lenora,  who  died  at  the 

age  of  two  years;  AVilliam  Winfield  Scott, 
onr  subject;  Mary,  who  died  at  two  years  of 
age;  Angeline,  who  died  aged  ten;  John  B., 
who  died  aged  three;  James  E.,  who  lives  in 
Cameron;  and  Martha  B.,  who  died  at  the 
acre  of  seventeen. 

r^. 

W.  W.  S.  Tyson  attended  school  when  the 
labors  of  the  farm  did  not  demand  his  atten- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  em- 
barked in  agricnltiiral  pursuits  on  Ids  own 
responsibility.  He  rented  land  the  first  year, 
the  following  year  purchased  150  acres,  and 
eight  years  later  bought  a tract  near  where 
he  now  resides.  He  remained  on  the  latter 
place  until  the  death  of  his  father,  when  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  home- 
stead was  secured,  when  he  made  his  final 
move.  Mr.  Tyson  now  owns  300  acres  of 
land,  180  acres  of  which  is  cultivated.  In 
1891  he  raised  seventy-five  bales  of  cotton 
on  his  place,  and  in  1892,  si.vty  bales.  He  is 
specially  interested  in  the  raising  of  line 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  Politically,  he  afliill- 
ates  with  the  Democratic  jiarty,  and  has  been 
appointed  a delegate  to  various  county  and 
district  conventions  and  has  always  taken 
an  active  intei'est  the  politics  of  county  and 
State. 

In  1873  Mr.  Tyson  manded  Cornelia,  a 
daughter  of  CeorgeAV.  .Mnrj)hy,  of  \"irginia.  , 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Alurphy  were  tht‘  parents  of 
si.\  children:  Charles  E.,  decea>ed;  .Mai'y,  j 

wife  of  Henry  Eaiilk;  Ihnma,  dcceaseil,  mai--  | 


ried  C.  L.  Butts;  Cornelia,  wife  of  Mi'. 
Tyson;  ,l.amcs  E.,  deceased;  Eugenia  Floi'- 
ence,  deceased;  and  Bauline,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Our  suliject  and  wife  have  had  the 
following  children,  namely:  John  William, 

George  and  Joe  8.,  deceased;  Ola  Wil- 
mouth;  Charles  E. ; Ziila  B.;  Hall  C.;  Emma 
C.,  and  an  infant.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Alethodist  Church,  in  which  Air. 
Tyson  is  a Steward  and  Trustee. 

ICHAEL  T.  FOWLER.— In  1874,  a 
I \^l  young  man  from  Travis  county, 
I ^ Te.xas,  entered  upon  the  study  of  law 
/ in  the  office  of  his  uncle.  Colonel  AI. 

Thompson,  in  Washington,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. It  took  him  but  two  months  to  find 
that  the  practice  of  law  was  not  his  calling, 
and  one  morning  he  announced  his  intention 
of  starting  home  the  following  evening. 

Recollecting  thatjhe  had  not  yet  seen  the 
President,  he  asked  his  preceptor  how  he 
would  obtain  an  audience.  The  gentleman 
replied  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  meet 
the  President,  as  it  was  Cabinet  day,  and 
visitors  were  not  received.  The  young  man 
determined,  however,  to  see  what  Western 
assurance  would  accomplish,  and  made  his 
way  to  the  White  House.  Confronted  by  a 
policeman,  he  stated  his  errand,  and  soon  was 
ushered  into  the  office  of  General  Babcock, 
the  President’s  private  secretary,  who  also 
said  that  the  President  could  not  be  seen, 
as  the  Cabinet  was  in  session.  The  young 
man  urged  his  case,  however,  and  succeede<l 
in  getting  the  .secretary  to  pi-ehn-  his  re(piost. 
Five  minuto  of  waiting,  and  he  uas  intro- 
duced to  President  Gi'ant,  who  lamdied  ar 
the  young  man’s  ]iersist(*ncy , and  chatted 
with  him  pleasantly  about  his  Westei'u  home. 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


Kiiowin"  that  his  uncle  an<l  the  students 

o 

would  not  credit  his  statement  that  he  had 
succeeded,  he  asked  the  President  tor  his 
autograph,  which,  secured,  he  bowed  himself 
out,  and  returned  in  trium|)h  to  his  as- 
tonished preceptor  and  fellow  students.  This 
incident  serves  to  show  the  prevailing  trait 
of  character  of  our  subject,  as  he  was  the 
young  man  in  question. 

Mr.  Fowler  is  a son  of  AVilliam  and  Ava- 
line  (Thompson)  Fowler.  The  paternal 
family  ai-e  of  Irish  descent,  and  have  resided 
in  tiiis  country  for  generations.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  George  Fowler,  raised 
liis  family  in  Spartanburg  district.  South 
Carolina.  Tlie  father  was  horn  therein  17'J5, 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  after  marriage 
lived  in  Laurens  district  until  1853,  and  in 
tliat  year  emigrated  to  Texas,  locating  on 
AValnut  creek,  six  miles  east  of  Austin,  in 
Travis  county.  Two  years  later  lie  located  on 
the  place  our  subject  now  occupies,  wliich  is 
known  as  tlie  Sain  Craft  farm,  and  the  orio-. 
inal  purchase  consisted  of  2,400  acres,  in 
two  different  tracts,  in  both  Travis  and  Bas- 
trop counties.  He  died  there  August  3,  1867, 
liaving  been  a Methodist  in  faith,  and  a 
John  C.  Callioun  Democrat. 

Mr.  Fowler  was  married  in  Laurens  dis- 
trict, South  Carolina,  in  1845,  to  Avaline 
Thompson,  a clo.se  connection  of  Patrick 
Henry.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Fowler  liad  eight 
children,  viz.:  P.  M.  B.,  who  enlisted  in 

Captain  W.  i).  II.  Carrington’s  cavali-y  com- 
pany, contracted  yellow  fever  while  on  duty, 
a'nd  died  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  in  1864; 
('allie  C.,  wife  of  AV.  D.  AVallace,  of  Gar- 
tield,  this  State;  James  J.,  of  AVeberville;  J. 
P.,  a lawyer  and  farmer  of  Pastrop,  served  in 
the  State  Senate  several  tc-rms;  Ik  Ik,  a 
rarmcr  of  Claremlon,  T(‘xas ; Kate,  widow  of 
Kdd  Bomsseau,  of  Taylor;  Michael  T.,  our 


subject;  and  Beatrice,  wife  of  AV.  Ik  Stuai't, 
of  Idlis  county,  Texas.  The  parents  were 
both  twice  married,  and  the  last  union  made 
each  the  jiarents  of  twenty  one  children,  and 
a combined  family  of  thirty-four.  The 
mother  died  August  0,  1880. 

Alichael  T.  Fowler,  the  subject  of  this 
shetch,  was  born  in  Laurens  district,  South 
Carolina,  July  26,  1853,  and  was  brought  to 
Texas  when  only  a few  months  old.  He  i-e- 
ce.ivcii  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  in  1874  went  to  AVashimrton,  Distn'et 
of  Columbia,  to  study  law,  hut  returned  as 
above  stated,  After  returning  Mr.  Fowler 
purchased  thirty  acres  of  In's  present  place, 
to  which  he  has  since  added  until  he  now 
owns  416  acres,  245  acres  of  which  is  under 
a tine  state  of  cultivation.  The  land  is  lo- 
cated on  the  Colorado  river,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Austin,  and  is  worth  S40  per  acre. 

In  Travis  county,  August  4,  1875,  Mr. 
Fowler  was  united  in  marriage  with  Delia,  a 
daughter  of  Albert  and  Jane  (Glover)  Brown. 
The  father  came  to  this  State  from  New 
York,  and  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or 
Alcalde,  in  the  days  of  the  Republic.  The 
parents  lived  at  AVeberville  until  their  death. 
They  raised  a family  of  eleven  children.  Air. 
and  Airs.  PYwler  lost  their  only  child  at 
birth.  In  his  political  relations,  our  subject 
is  i('entified  with  the  Democratic  party;  and 
socially,  is  a Alaster  Alason,  and  in  relio-ion 

O 

he  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

— 

G.  AIcINJ'ARF,  a farmer  on  tlie 
Travis  county  line,  north  of  Austin, 
was  born  near  the  city  of  Gla-cow, 

' Scotland,  Alai'ch  13,  18311,  a son  of  Robert 
' and  CatluM'ine  (Stuart)  Meintyi-e,  both  mem- 
bers ol  the  highest  class  of  aoricnlt  ui'ist,"  in 
in  that  connti'y.  The  mother  died  in  1878, 
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and  the  tatlier  still  lives  on  the  old  homo 
place,  which  has  been  in  possession  of  the 
family  foi-  generations.  ' 

W.  (t . Mcl ntyro,  oni-  subject,  was  raised 
on  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Scotland,  re- 
ceiving all  the  advantages  that  conld  then  be 
obtained,  and  his  trainin'^  to  the  aoe  of  fif- 
teen  years  was  in  view  of  becoming  a minis- 
ter. At  that  titne  he  spent  one  year  travel- 
ino  over  Great  I’ritain  with  a friend  of  the 
family,  who  occupied  an  important  position 
in  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. His  e.xperience  was  such  that 
after  returning  home  he  resolvod*to  eschew 
the  idea  of  the  ministry,  and  follow’  in  the 
footsteps  of  generations  of  McIntyres  before 
him.  From  that  time  on  he  was  his  father’s 
trusted  assistant  in  the  management  of  the 
farm.  However,  when  he  thomdit  c*f  cnlti- 
vating  a thirty  or  forty  acre  tract  wdien  he 
could  secure  hundreds  of  acres  in  America 
with  less  means,  he  resolved  to  make  the 
chancre.  Knowinfc  that  his  father  woidd  not 

O O 

consent  to  his  cornincr.  he  embarked  without 

O ' 

his  knowledge,  but,  the  latter  learning  the 
fact,  took  a speedier  ship  and  reached  him 
before  he  had  put  out  to  sea.  As  our  sub- 
ject was  determined  to  come,  the  father  gave 
him  £200  and  bade  him  God  speed.  Land- 
ing in  A’^ew  York  in  March,  1857,  he  visited 
relatives  in  Canada  for  a time,  and  then  w^ent 
to  Missouri.  For  several  years  Mr.  McIn- 
tyre freighted  its  the  West,  speculatiiig  in 
(roods,  wdiich  he  sold  in  the  Utah  mountains. 
He  has  sold  Hour  there  as  high  as  §30  a 
sack.  Just  before  the  opening  of  the  late 
war  he  j)nrchased  several  slaves,  and  con- 
tracted to  woi'k  a farm  in  Missouri  bidonging 
to  one  Graysmi,  having  l>een  engaged  in  that 
occnjiation  wdien  the  war  cloud  burst. 

Diirino  that  struogle  the  svmiiathv  of  Mr. 
McIntyre  W'as  naturally  with  the  Smith,  and 


he  therefore  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  in  McIntosh’s  regiment,  in  which  he 
partici iiated  in  the  battle  of  Sjiringtield.  He 
was  then  put  in  charge  of  a body  of  scouts 
and  sjiies,  his  duty  being  to  hover  near  the 
enemy’s  lines  and  gather  information  for  his 
commander.  He  was  with  (Jiiantrell  wdien 
the  ravacres  of  war  visited  theenemv  at  Law- 
rence,  Kansas,  and  did  <luty  in  many  other 
trying  places. 

After  the  close  of  hostilities  the  bitter  feel- 
ing engendered  by  the  war  was  so  intense  in 
Missouri,  Mr.  McIntyre  concluded  to  cast 
his  lot  with  the  Te.xans,  making  the  journey 
by  water  from  Yew’  Orleans  to  Galveston. 
Although  our  subject  had  accumulated  some 
little  means  before  the  w’ar,  ho  was  left  with 
comparatively  nothing,  but  with  a stout 
heart  he  immediately  set  out  to  find  work. 
In  June,  1865,  he  w’as  appointed  overseer  of 
the  large  plantation  of  Yathan  Davis,  near 
Brenham,  and  so  completely  did  Mr.  McIn- 
tyre capture  the  good  w’ill  of  the  father  and 
love  of  his  only  daughter  that  December  21, 
of  that  year,  she  became  his  w’ifo.  The 
father-in-law  had  died  a month  previous  to 
that  event,  leaving  our  subject  administrator 
oi  the  estate.  Mr.  McIntyre  continued  to 
reside  in  that  vicinity  many  years,  engaged 
in  speculating  in  cotton  and  real  estate,  and 
in  the  handling  of  the  latter  has  been  most 
beneficial  to  his  State.  He  secured  large 
tracts  of  land,  converted  the  same  into  acre 
lots,  and  interested  himself  in  colonizing  it 
with  settlers.  In  1872  i\lr.  Mclntyi-e  pur- 
chased the  IV'^illiam  Armstrong  tixact  of  1,600 
acres,  where  he  built  his  present  substantial 
home,  and  has  added  -lOO  acri's  to  hi  s orig- 
inal j)urchase.  lie  now  has  150  acres  (jf  his 
place  nmkT  cultivation.  Beautiful  in  situ- 
ation, rich  in  -oil.  ami  well  kept,  .Mr.  M cln- 
tyre  Inm  one  of  the  best  ranche.-^  in  Texas. 
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IIISTOlty  OF  TEXAS. 


()iir  suUjcet  ami  wife  liave  tlie  following;; 
cIiilili'(Mi:  Texaniia  (wif(^  of  J.  1>.  I'owell), 

/Robert,  Walter,  Mordecai,  James,  Mary  Iv, 
Fi'aiik  It.,  Charlie  and  George  Whitfield. 
Robert  reside.s  in  Indian  Territory;  Morde- 
cai lives  on  Rerry’s  creek,  in  Williamson 
county,  and  the  remainder  reside  at  or  near 
their  father's  home.  Mr.  McIntyre  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  matters,  and  is  a de- 
vout member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
is  liberal  with  his  means  in  matters  of  educa- 
tion and  I'eligion,  and  the  beautiful  little 
church  in  his  community  is  principally  the 
oift  of  himself  and  wife. 


Mb.  NORMAN,  a farmer  residing  at 
Rice’s  Crossing,  Williamson  county, 
Texas,  is  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  this  vicinity.  The  family, 
of  which  this  gentleman  is  a member,  dates 
back  to  South  Carolina,  where  his  grand- 
father Norman  was  born,  reared,  married  and 
brought  up  his  family,  the  names  of  his  chil- 
dren being  Thomas,  Benjamin,  Martin,  Zach- 
ariah,  Isaac,  and  a daughter. 

Isaac  Norman,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1819  and  was  reared  on  a farm. 
He  had  only  a limited  education,  but  received 
a thorough  training  in  a blacksmith  shop, 
which  was  run  in  connection  with  the  farm. 
When  a youth  lie  was  left  an  orphan,  and 
afterward  went  to  Alabama,  where,  in  184:0, 
he  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  AVilliam 
and  Mintie  (Payton)  Davis.  Mrs.  Catherine 
Norman  was  the  oldest  of  her  family,  followed 
liy  James,  Jane  (who  married  Benjamin 
Nni’tham),  and  John.  Isaac  Norman  and  his 
wife!  had  nine  childi'en:  W.  M.,  born  in 

1841.  dicMl  in  the  Confederate  army;  Martha, 
born  in  1848,  is  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Peoples 


I of  Georgia;  A.  P.,  born  in  1845,  serve<l  two 
yeai’S  durino  the  wai’  in  the  Confederate!  armv, 
anel  is  now  a resident  of  Williamson  county; 
Mary,  born  in  1847,  is  the  wife  of  I’homas 
Bryan,  Williamson  county;  Amanda,  born  in 
1849,  is  the  wife  of  J.  D.  Smith,  Williamson 
county;  Josephine,  born  in  1851,  married  II. 
P.  Pearson,  anel  died,  leaving  a family  of 
live  children;  Emma,  born  in  1853,  is  the 
widow  of  John  ATilson,  AVilliamson  county; 
M.  B.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  born  in 
1850;  and  Louisa,  born  in  1858,  is  the  wife 
of  Alexander  Bi-yan,  AVilliamson  county. 
The  father  of  this  family  was  a man  of  great 
industry,  fair  business  judgment,  and  succeed- 
ed in  his  undertakings  in  life.  During  the 
war  he  was  a member  of  the  Alabama  State 
troops.  He  died,  after  a lingering  illness. 
May  13,1808.  The  mother  resides  with  her 
son,  M.  B. 

M.  B.  Norman  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Alabama,  May  10,  1850.  He  had  only  a 
limited  education,  as  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve  he  becan  hustling  for  himself.  In 
the  winter  of  1872  he  resolved  to  come  AVest, 
and  in  January  of  the  next  year  he  journeyed 
by  rail  to  New  Orleans,  by  boat  to  Galveston, 
and  by  rail  to  Manor,  Travis  county,  and  by 
wagon  to  AVilliamson  county,  where  he  arrived 
in  February,  and  where  he  has  since  lived, 
engaged  in  farming.  For  the  first  nine 
years  he  rented  land,  but  in  1881,  on  Christ- 
j mas  Day,  he  became  the  owner  of  his  present 
I farm.  This  farm  was  originally  apart  of  the 
AVilson  Coke  headright,  Hopkins  league,  and 
contains  419  acres,  250  of  which  Mr.  Norman 
cultivates,  in  1892  producing  115  bales  of 
cotton.  In  company  with  M.  R.  Kennedy, 

! of  'raylor.  Mr.  Norman  had  erected  a gin  on 
j the  placi',  woith  83,000.  A month  before 
j the  sea.-oii  of  1892  closeil.  the  gin  burned  to 
' the  gi'ound,  the  loss  being  comph'tc',  as  lo 
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insurance  was  on  it.  In  the  eai'ly  part  of 
18!(3  they  replaced  the  old  <^in  with  one  at  a 
cost  of  isIhOOO,  this  heino  one  of  the  most 
complete  i,dns  in  the  county,  liaving  all  the 
modern  appliances. 

Mr.  Norman  was  manded  in  Williamson 
county,  September  12,  1882,  to  Nettie,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Mayliall,  formerly  of  Illinois. 
The  have  three  children,  Annie,  Lady  and 
I rene. 

I’olitically,  Mr.  Norman  alliliates  with  the  I 
Democratic  party.  He  and  his  family  are 
Methodists,  of  which  dhurch  he  is  a Steward. 

ACKSON  McLERKAN,  a fanner  I'e- 
siding  on  Jones  Prairie,  Milam  county, 
is  a native  of  wliat  was  then  Jackson, 
now  Clay,  county,  Tennesse,  where  he  was 
born  January  9,  1837.  He  is  a son  of  John 
H.  McLerran,  who  wa.s  born  in  the  same 
State,  in  the  year  1805,  the  latter  being  a son 
of  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Tennessee.  About 
1827  John  McLerran  married  Dorcas  Jarvis, 
a daughter  of  Rjnnett  and  Sarah  (Cochran) 
Jarvis,  who  were  Virginians  by  birtli.  Ren- 
nett  Jarvis  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  children  of  John  II.  and  Dorcas 
McLerran  were:  Bennett,  who  died  in  the 
Confederate  army ; Roily  II.,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  M'^illiani  Matthews  and  died  during 
the  (hvil  war,  in  Hopkins  county,  Te.xas; 
Beer.-heba,  who  died  unmarried,  in  1851,  at 
tne  age  of  eighteen;  Argyle,  who  died  in 
1889,  in  Louisiana;  M’^ashington,  who  died  in 
1870,  in  Hill  county,  Te.xas;  Micam,  wlio 
was  kilhal  by  the  gimrrilhis  in  Clay  county, 
Tmmessee,  dui'ing  llm  late  war;  dackson,  the  ! 
subject  of  this  notice;  Sarah,  who  was  mar-  j 
ried  to  Whit.  Denton  and  died  in  1880,  in  | 
Purle.-ou  county.  Texa-;  llenajah.  who  died  ' 


in  Clay  county,  'I'ennessee;  William  H.,  who 
(lie'll  in  infancy;  and  Ixlizabcth,  who  died  at 
the  age  (d  ^e\('iitccn.  In  1819  Mrs.  Mc-"^ 
Lc'i’i'an  died,  and  Mi'.  John  H.  iMcLeri'an  took 
I f(.u'  his  second  c(mipani(>n  Miss  Nancy  i\[aincs, 
a daughter  of  Thomas  Maines,  and  by  this 
union  had  three  childi'cn : John  and  James, 
who  reside  in  Monroe  count}',  Kentucky ; and 
llcttic,  now  Mrs.  Ihice  of  Fannin  county, 
Texas.  The  father  died  in  Monroe  county, 
Kentucky,  in  18G0. 

The  suliject  of  this  notice  was  reared  in 
Clay  county,  Tennessee.  In  1855  he  married 
Miss  5Iartha  J.  liichards  of  that  county  and 
shortly  afterward  moved  to  Pike  county, 
Illinois,  and  settled  on  a farm.  Here  in  18G3 
he  lost  his  wife.  In  18G5  Mr.  McLerran  en- 
tered the  Federal  army,  enlisting  in  Company 
F,  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served 
with  this  command  duringr  the  remainder  of 
the  war  and  until  December,  18G5.  In  18G8 
became  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Miham  county, 
and  here  the  following  year  married  Miss 
Nancy  Jane  Bounds,  a daughter  of  Henry 
Bounds.  This  lady  died  December  25,  1873, 
and  a year  later  Mr.  McLerran  marriel  her 
sister.  Miss  Emma.  By  his  first  marriage 
Mr.  McLerran  had  three  children:  John  M., 
who  now  resides  in  Park  Ciry,  Montana; 
William  II.  and  Alva,  who  are  tiow  deceased. 
By  his  sec(md  marriage  Mr.  McLerran  had 
two  children:  Marietta  and  Ilettie,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased.  By  his  last  marriage  he 
has  two  children : Roxie  and  Casca.  who  re- 
main still  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  IMcLerran’s  father,  Henry  Bounds,  was 
a native  ot  North  Carolina;  and  her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  .Vseuath  Smith,  was 
a native  of  Ceorgia.  Mrs.  McLei'i'aii  is  one 
of  twelve  childri'ii,  a-  follows:  Mai-y.  who  was 
married  toflordan  IliiiMin;  ,Iauu‘>,  who  died 
in  'lexas.  January  21.  1891;  William,  who 
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rcsiilos  in  (irinu's  county,  tliis  State;  Willis, 
who  (lied  in  youth;  Martha,  who  was  married 
to  11.  T.  P(jol,  and  died  in  Milam  county, 
Au'rust  12,  ISSU;  Fannie,  who  was  manned 
to  Aroyle  McFerran  and  lives  in  Milam 
county;  Isaac,  who  died  in  the  Confederate 
army,  dune  7,  1SG3;  John,  who  died  during 
the  late  war;  Nancy  Jane,  now  deceased, 
I'ormeidy  the  wife  of  Jackson  McLerran; 
Emma,  the  present  ]\[rs.  McLerran;  lillen, 
who  was  married  to  Joseph  Kemp  and  resides 
in  Falls  county,  Texas;  and  Susan,  who  was 
married  to  Dixon  Hinson  and  resides  in 
Milam  county. 

The  hulk  of  what  Mr.  McLerran  owns  has 
l)een  made  since  he  came  to  Milam  counDn 
lie  has  been  enfra(Jed  all  his  life  in  farminc; 

o o o 

and  stock-raising,  and  now  owns  a fann  of 
G13  acres  lying  in  the  north  part  of  the 
county,  ninety  acres  of  which  is  in  cultivation 
and  which  is  well  improved.  He  has  never 
held  any  public  positions;  is  a Republican  in 
p(ditics,  and  he  with  all  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church. 

llAMES  B.  MULDROW,  of  Baileyville, 
Kj  IMilam  county,  Texas,  is  really  an  in- 
teresting  character.  He  came  to  Texas 
about  1848,  at  this  time  being  young,  am- 
bitious and  adventurous.  The  war  between 
the  United  St;.ites  and  Mexico  was  just  closing, 
and  Cxeneral  Scott  was  on  his  way  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  the  capital  city,  storming  everything 
in  his  path.  Our  young  subject  thought 
that  he  would  like  to  bec(jrne  a hero  also  and 
thus  share  in  the  triumph  of  the  Federal 
arms,  and  accordingly  enlisted  and  was 
mustered  in  at  Mobih*,  Alabama.  Here  he 
was  kc[)t  waiting  orders  to  join  the  army  in 
t!ic  lii’ld,  but  the  nr(lers  nevt'r  came,  a,s  m* 


mo]'((  ti’oops  were  dis[»atched  to  that  country, 
and  hence  mj  militai'v  glory  from  that  war 
belonged  t<j  our  subject. 

JMr.  Muldrow  came  to  Texas  by  water,  lie 
boarded  a vessel  named  the  Yacht  at  New 
Orleans  bound  for  Calveston,  but  at  the 
mouth  of  th(}  Mississip[)i  I'iver  the  boat  col- 
lided with  a small  vessel  and  was  disabled. 
After  a delay  of  fifty  houi-s  the  Palmetto 
came  along  and  carried  the  passengers  (af  the 
wrecked  schooner  to  their  destination,  putting 
our  subject  on  land  in  time  for agood  Christ- 
mas dinner  at  the  old  Tremont  house  in  Gal- 
veston, in  1847.  The  father  of  Mr.  Muldrow 
had  preceded  him  to  Texas  by  three  years, 
and  was  located  in  Gidmes  county,  whither 
he  also  went  and  engaged  in  overseeing.  In 
1851  he  found  himself  in  Washington  county, 
similarly  occupied,  and  here  he  remained  one 
year,  and  in  1852  returned  to  Grimes  county, 
and  in  1856  he  brought  a lot  of  cattle  to 
Milam  county  and  placed  them  on  a range, 
returning  to  Grimes  county.  Soon  he  again 
became  an  overseer,  discontinuing  this  busi- 
liess  only  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Milam  county  in  1858.  He  continued  in  the 
stock  business,  barring  the  war  period,  until 
1872,  when  he  closed  out  to  Travis  Pool  and 
removed  to  Hamilton  county,  Texas,  and  be- 
gan the  improvement  of  a farm  on  the  Cow' 
House.  The  country  was  wild  and  sparsely 
settled,  and  the  Indians  were  dangerously 
near  and  on  the  war  path,  and  hence  Mr. 
jMuldrow  returned  with  his  family  to  Milam 
county  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  and  since 
then  he  has  not  moved.  He  is  the  owner  of 
705  acres  of  land,  190  acres  of  it  being  in 
cultivation,  and  cott(jn  being  his  favorite  crop. 
In  1891  he  produced  thii'ty-four  bales,  and 
the  same  tlu>  lolluwing  year. 

In  18G3  our  subject  \ olunteerial  for  sm'vice 
under  the  tl  ig  of  the  Confederacy,  in  Captain 
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McNallcy'.s  scouts,  in  Green’s  brigade,  and 
Lonisana  and  Arivansas  wau'e  tlui  States  in 
winch  tlie  coininand  o[)erated  for  the  most 
pai’t.  When  Genei'al  Taylor  ^vas  ordered  to 
Mobile  our  subject  was  selected  with  seven- 
teen others  to  go  as  an  escort.  They  were 
forced  to  attempt  swimming  the  stuck  across 
the  j\[ississippi,  and  in  the  attempt  our  sub- 
ject lost  his  horse  and  baggage.  In  1804 
Captain  McXalley's  scouts  with  those  of  C'ap- 
tain  Terry  were  on  the  Little  Missouri  idvei-, 
and  from  there  they  were  ordered  to  Macog- 
(.loches,  Texas,  and  a short  time  later  were 
disbanded  at  Jtrenham. 

Mr.  Mnldrow  was  burn  in  Wilcox  county', 
Alabama,  Apidl  30,1824.  Ilis  lather,  ATill- 
iani  ]\[nldrow,  was  a South  (kirolinian  by 
birtl),  from  Darlinofun  district,  lie  was  a 
farmer  and  died  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six.  Ilis  first  wife  was  a Aliss  Thompson, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Sarah,  who 
became  the  wife  of  J.  M.  llnrgess;  and  Re- 
becca, who  married  fir.->t  Robert  McCaiise,and 
the  second  time  Jesse  Odom.  I'or  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Mnldrow  married  Martha  Stanley, 
and  by  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Mnldrow 
had  the  follovving  children:  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased, married  Janies  C.  Slead ; James  13., 
subject;  Martha,  deceased,  married  Samuel 
Windom;  William,  deceased;  and  Mary,  de- 
cea.sed.  Airs.  Mnldrow  died  in  1844. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  named 
James  Aluldrow,  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
and  he  was  about  Mxteeri  years  of  age  wlun 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  doted,  and  re- 
membered well  those  ti-ying  times,  and  de- 
lighted to  relate  tales  of  those  days.  Six  of 
his  brothers  were  of  the  patidot  band.  James 
Muldi'ow  inande  1 Miss  1 1 i net  and  luul  eight 
children,  six  gilds  and  two  boys,  d'lie  subject 
of  this  sketch  marided,  l)ecembcr  5,  ls4U, 
Henrietta  D.,  the  daughter  of  AVilliam  I'\ 


Zimmerman  of  Whishington  county,  formerly 
fi-om  Darlinirtori  distinct.  South  Carolina: 
one  child  was  born  to  this  union,  Joseph  13., 
who  is  now  a resident  of  Milam  county.  The 
mother  died  Alay'  15,  1854;  and  his  second 
marriage  occurred  December  19,  1800,  to 
Miss  houisiana,  a daughter  of  J.  S.  Holloway 
of  Louisiana,  who  marrie<l  Mary  Alai'tin 
and  had  seven  children,  liy  this  second  mar- 
idage  AH’.  Aluhlrow  became  the  fathe.r  ot 
James  Robert,  AVilliam  E.  and  Samuel  T. 
The  family  belongs  to  the  Raptist  Church,  in 
which  Air.  Aluldrow  has  been  Clerk. 


— 


D,  R.  ED  A.  AIARTIX,  for  more  than 
I thirty  years  a practicing  physician  of 
— AHlam  county,  is  a native  of  Kentucky, 
born  in  Franklin,  Simpson  county,  September 
28,  1824.  Ilis  parents,  Edward  13.  Alartin 
and  Alary  D.  Bigger,  were  Virginians  by 
birth  but  were  reared  in  Kentucky.  The 
father  was  a physician  and  devoted  his  life 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  died 
before  reaching  middle  age,  near  Bowling 
Green,  AVarren  county  Kentucky,  in  1835. 
The  mother  survived  till  I860,  dying  at  Ra- 
(lucah,  the  same  State.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  is  the  second  of  four  children  born  to 
Edward  13.  and  Alary  D.  Martin,  and  the 
only  one  now  living.  An  elder  and  a younger 
brother,  Joseph  13.  and  AVilliam  13.,  died  in 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  where  they  had 
lived  many  years  and  where  the  latter  was 
the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  fur  several 
terms.  The  only  >i>ter,  Fannie  R.,  ilied  at 
Baducah,  the  wife  of  AVilliam  A.  Bell. 

Ed  .\.  Martin  was  reared  in  AV^'arren  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  and  educated  in  the  jiublic  and 
select  schools  of  that  county.  He  attended 
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liH-tiii'CS  at  till'  Louisville  rnivei'sity  in  1852; 
ill  1S58  he  went  to  i\l  issouri,  and  jiractieeil 
there  about  a year,  when  he  returned  to  Ken- 
tucky  and  o;raduated  in  niedieine  at  the 
Louisville  Idiiversity  in  March,  1855.  After 
this  he  took  up  the  pi'actice  in  Clinton 
county,  Missouri,  and  followed  it  there  until 
1859,  when  he  came  to  Texas  and  located  in 
the  spring  of  1800  in  Milam  county.  He  has 
been  a resident  of  this  county  since.  I’or 
more  than  a third  of  a century  he  has  jirac- 
ticed  his  profession  here,  being  now  one  of 
its  pioneer  members.  At  an  earlier  day  he 
lived  in  Cameron,  but  since  January,  18t)S, 
he  has  resided  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
county  near  the  village  of  Davilla.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  practice  of  medicine  he  has  done 
a large  amount  of  ehurcli  work,  being  a 
licensed  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

The  Doctor  has  been  twice  married  and  is 
the  father  of  six  children.  II is  first  marriage 
occurred  in  Hart  county,  Kentucky,  the  lady 
being  Miss  Sophronia  W.  Keynolds,  a daugh- 
ter of  David  Reynolds  and  a native  of  Gar- 
rard county.  This  lady  died  near  Davilla, 
Milam  county,  in  May,  1879,  leaving  five 
children:  Belle  Kedford,  now  Mrs.  White,  of 
Milam  county;  Fannie  C.,  the  wife  of  R.  S. 
Dorter,  of  Cameron,  this  county;  Sarah  C., 
the  wife  of  William  Fowler,  of  Bell  county, 
this  State;  and  Richard  and  John  Alexander, 
farmers  of  this  county.  The  Doctor’s  second 
marriage  took  place  in  Bell  county,  this 
State,  when  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  F.  Jones, 
a native  of  Louisiana  but  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  this  State.  One  son,  Jones,  has 
been  born  to  this  union. 

Dr.  Martin  is  well  known  in  iMilam 
county  and  greatly  esteemed  not  only  a>  a 
physician  but  as  a citizen.  He  is  a type  <d' 
the  old  school  of  medical  pi'actitioiiers, — uiie 


wdio  secs  in  his  professiun  only  opportunities 
to  do  <i'ood  and  who  subordinates  c(.msi<lera- 
tions  of  self  to  his  sense  of  duty  as  a mem- 
ber of  a learneil  liody.  An  eariu^st  ( 'hristian 
and  dcNoiit  member  of  tlu*  (diui'ch  he  loses 
no  opportunity  to  help  his  fellow-man  where- 
ever  his  services  can  lie  of  aid.  He  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  and  an  ( )dd  Fellow. 


TfOSFDH  D.  GRFIF\'LFFS.--The  subject 
K j|  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Isabella  (freonlees,  who  were  natives  of 
Ireland,  born  about  the  first  yeai-  of  this  cen- 
tury. His  parents  were  mai-ried  in  their 
native  country  and  emigrated  some  time  in 
the  ’JOs  to  the  United  States,  settling  first  in 
Greene  county,  Alabama,  whence  the^mnoved 
later  to  Sumter  county,  of  that  State,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
father  was  a planter,  a man  of  some  means,  a 
plain  and  unassuming  citizen.  He  was  a type 
of  his  race,  (piick-witted,  genial  and  fond  of 
sports,  hieing  a trained  athlete  and  a lioxer  of 
wide  repute  in  early  and  middle  life.  In 
later  life  he  became  an  active  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  whose 
ordinances  and  customs  he  observed  rigidly 
from  that  date  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
strono-  Democrat  and  held  the  usual  number 
of  local  offices.  He  died  in  August,  1855, 
aged  fifty-nine.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Isabella  Dixon,  was  a etidct  Pres- 
byterian. She  survived  her  husband  four 
years,  dying  in  1859.  in  the  sixty-third  year 
of  her  aoe.  The  issue  of  their  marriage  was 
ten  children,  four  girls  and  six  boys,  namely: 
William,  who  died  unmarried;  -lane,  who  was 
married  to  John  C.  CamjibclL  and  is  now 
decca^ed  ; Hugh,  who  live.' in  Sumter  county, 
Alabama;  Isabella,  who  was  married  to  Jo- 
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sc])li  ICilkc'iis,  of  L;iii(K‘i’tlaI(“  comity^  Missis- 
nippi;  Mai’garet,  wlio  was  married  to  Alisa- 
lom  l!iii-t(jn  and  lived  in  ivempcr  county, 
Mississi])pi ; INIary,  wlio  was  mari  ied  to  (ieorge 
Calvert  and  lives  in  Kemper  county.  Missis- 
sippi; John,  who  resides  in  Latiderdale  coun- 
ty, j\rississippi ; David,  wlio  was  killed  at  the 
l)attle  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  1804,  in 
the  Confederate  anny';  Joseph  P.,  the  siih- 
ject;  and  (Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years. 

Jose[ih  P.  Greenlees  was  born  in  Sumter 
county,  Alabama,  December  9,  1838.  He 
was  raised  in  that  county  and  received  the 
rudiments  of  a common  English  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  same. 

In  April.  1861,  he  entered  the  Confederate 
army,  enlisting  in  Company  E,  Captain  Rob- 
ert Plount,  Eifth  Alabama  Infantr}',  com- 
manded by  Colonel  R.  S.  Rhodes.  Being 
mustered  in  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  he  went 
with  his  command  to  the  army  then  forming 
in  Virginia.  He  was  at  the  first  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  his  command  reaching  the  field  in 
time  to  throw  a few  shells  and  witness  the 
rout  that  has  rendered  that  engagement 
famous  in  the  history  of  the  late  war.  Fall- 
ing back  from  Bull  Run  under  Early,  he 
missed  the  Seven  Pines  fight,  where  he  was 
on  detail  duty.  He  took  part  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill  cf 
the  Seven  Days’  fight.  His  command  was 
left  at  Hanover  Junction  to  watch  Burnside, 
and  did  not  join  Lee  until  after  the  second 
Manassas.  Entering  the  IMaryland  campaign, 
Mr.  Greeidees  was  in  the  engacrements  at 
Boonesboro  mountains,  and  later  at  Sharps- 
burg.  He  missed  the  engagement  at  An- 
tietam,  but  rejoined  his  command  and  took 
part  in  the  l.attles  of  Chanc(dlorsvillc  and 
Gettysburg.  In  the  last  named  engagement 
ho  lost  his  right  arm  and  was  disableil  from 


further  scu'vice.  Being  left  on  the  field,  he 
was  taken  pidsoiier  by  the  IVnlerals  and  held 
in  field  hosi)ital  al)out  two  weeks,  when  he 
was  ti-ansferred  to  Baltimoi'e  and  thence  to 
David’s  island.  New  York,  where  In;  was 
kej)t  in  prison  till  September  16,  1868.  At 
that  (late  he  was  e.vchamred  at  Akins  Land- 
ing  on  James  river  and  returned  home. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  Mr.  Greenlees  left  Ala- 
bama and  went  to  JMississippi,  locating  in 
Lauderdale  county,  where  he  held  the  [>osi- 
tion  of  Deputy  Sheriff  for  three  years.  En- 
terino-  a commercial  college  at  New  Orleans, 
at  the  end  of  this  time  he  took  a commercial 
course,  and  later  embarked  in  the  insurance 
business,  which  he  followed  in  jMississippi, 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas  for  four  years.  In 
1873  he  came  to  Te.xas,  and,  settling  at  Waco, 
continued  in  the  same  line  for  about  four 
years.  Having  married,  he  settled  on  a farm 
on  the  edcre  of  the  Brazos  bottom,  in  Milam 
county,  and  here  lie  has  since  resided,  and  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
March  18,  1877,  Mr.  Greenlees  married  Mrs. 
Sallie  Stoneham,  widow  of  Henry  B.  Stone- 
ham,  a daughter  of  Grey  and  Elizabeth  Man- 
ning, who  were  natives  of  Florida.  Mrs. 
Greenlees’  parents  emigrated  from  their  na- 
tive State  to  Butler  county,  Alabama,  soon 
after  marriage.  They  subsequently  moved 
to  Clark  county,  Arkansas,  and  came  thence 
to  Te.xas.  The  father  lost  his  life  by  acci- 
dent in  Milam  county  whiie  on  a visit  here. 
His  family,  consisting  of  his  widow  and  four 
(diildren,  shortly  afterward  moved  to  Texas. 
J\Irs.  Mannince  died  in  Calvert,  Robertson 
county,  in  1884.  The  father  and  mother 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
stock  from  which  they  descended  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  origin,  the  pimgenitors  settling 
in  this  country  at  an  early  date.  Mrs.  Green- 
lees is  one  of  thirteen  children,  two  of  whom 
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dieil  ill  inl'iuicy,  tlie  rcmaimitT  leacliing  iiia- 
liirity.  'I'lirse  arc:  'William,  who  died  in 

Arkansas,  l(.>a\incr  one  eliild;  lAireiia,  wlio 
was  married  to  Isaac  Stewart  aiul  died  in 
JJowie  county,  Texas,  leaving  live  children; 
Elizaljeth,  who  was  married  to  'tonno  Taylor 
and  lives  at  Lott,  Falls  eonntv,  Texas;  Sal  lie 
(Mrs.  Greenlees);  llilery,  who  lives  in  Clark 
county,  Arkansas;  Jiydia,  who  was  marrital 
to  Georg;c  ^Thito  and  is  now  deceased;  Wiley, 
who  died  in  Collin  county,  Texas;  ]\[artlia, 
who  was  married  to  William  Stephens  and 
lives  in  northwest  Texas;  Georgie,  wIk)  was 
married  to  George  AVhite  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Etta  and  Grey,  who  reside  at  Cal- 
vert, Robertson  comity.  Mrs.  Greenlees  was 
boni  in  Clark  county,  Arkansas,  where  she 
was  alsoj’eared.  She  was  married  to  Henry 
I>.  Stoneham,  of  that  county,  in  18G5,  and  by 
this  union  had  live  children:  Joseph;  Etta, 
now  Mrs.  AF.  J.  Rrewington,  of  Hill  county, 
Texas;  Henry;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen;  and  Charles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green- 
lees have  had  three  children:  Harry  Lee, 

Albert  Sidney  and  Walter  Eugene,  the  last 
two  being  twins.  The  religious  connection 
of  the  family  is  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
their  membership  being  in  the  Caddo  Church, 
near  Baileyville.  In  politics  Mr.  Greenlees 
is  a Democrat,  having  cast  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  for  John  C.  Breckernddire  in  18G0. 


OHN  O.  FRIXK,  a real-estate  dealer 
and  farmer  of  Taylor,  was  born  in  Co- 
lumbus county,  Xortli  Carolina,  in  18J8, 
a son  of  -lohn  and  Annie  J.  (Gore)  Frink, 
natives  also  of  that  comity.  The  Fidnk 
family  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland 
prtivious  to  the  war  for  Independence.  John 
Frink  died  in  his  native  State  in  1891,  and 


his  wil'(‘  dejiarted  thi.-.  life  wlum  our  subject 
wa>  (piiti'  small.  They  wei'c.  the  paiamts  of 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  years  of 
maturity.  One  was  killed  in  the  (Confederate 
army,  and  another  also  died  during  the  war. 
Our  subject  and  one  brothel'  were  the  only 
ones  of  the  family  to  come  to  Texas,  and  the 
latter  afterward  I'eturned  to  Georgia,  leaving 
John  O.  the  only  representative. 

The  latter  attended  the  common  schools  (jf 
X'orth  (.'arolina,  but  his  education  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war. 
In  18G1  he  joined  Company  H,  Eighteenth, 
Xorth  Carolina  Infantry,  under  t'olonel  Rat- 
clilf,  and  later  under  Colonel  J.  1).  Barry,  of 
Wilmington,  Xorth  Carlonia.  He  took  j)art 
in  all  the  battles  with  Stonewall  Jackson  from 
the  seven-days  fight  around  Richmond  to 
Gettysburg,  after  which  he  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  First  Lieutenant,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Chancellorsville,  but  ex- 
changed about  ten  days  later.  In  18G4,  at 
Spottsylvania,  Mr.  Frink  was  again  taken 
prisoner,  was  taken  to  Fort  Delaware,  and 
next  to  Morris  island,  in  front  of  Charleston. 
At  the  latter  place  Mr.  Frink  was  one  of  500 
commissioned  officers  who  were  taken  some 
time  in  June  or  July  and  placed  in  front  of 
the  United  States  troops  on  their  attack  upon 
that  city.  They  gave  as  their  reason  for  this 
act  that  the  Confederate  soldiers  had  United 
States  prisoners  in  the  Confederate  prison 
barracks,  whom  the  olKcer  in  command  of  the 
United  States  forces  claimed  were  under  di- 
rect tire  from  the  Government  forces.  Of  the 
500  officers,  only  one  was  wounded,  which 
was  caused  by  a bomb  fmrsting  over  the  little 
bunch  of  prisoners.  They  were  afterward 
taken  to  Fort  Pulaski,  where  they  sjient  the 
wintei'  of  18GI--5,  and  in  the  following  spring 
returned  to  Fort  Delaware.  They  were  pa- 
roled in  June,  18G5.  Mr.  Frink  was  furnished 
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lina,  and  I'rom 
oil  Cl' 

forty  live  miles.  Diiriiio  tlie  latter  part  of 
liis  imprifoiijiieiit  he  was  a \ictim  to  that 
tendhle  disease  called  scurvy,  which  rendered 
liim  acripple  for  one  yearafter  I'eaching  lionie. 

In  tlie  latter  portion  of  LStio  Mr.  Frink 
embarked  in  tlie  turpentine  hnsincss  in  South 
(’ai'olina,  and  one  year  aftei  ward  returned  to 
Morth  Carolina,  where  he  followed  larming 
about  three  years.  In  the  fall  of  18(59,  via 
New  Orleans  and  Galveston,  he  came  to 
Te.xas,  spent  two  yeai’s  in  Chajiel  Hill,  AN^ash- 
ington  county,  was  engaged  in  the  transfer 
business  at  Helton,  Hell  county,  until  187G, 
and  in  that  year  began  the  lumber  trade  in 
Taylor.  The  town  then  contained  about  ten 
residences,  two  dry-goods  stoi-es,  one  grocery 
store,  three  saloons,  one  hotel,  and  a popula- 
tion of  about  one  hundred.  Airs.  I’rink  was 
the  second  white  lady  to  ])ermanently  locate 
in  what  is  now  the  flourishing  city  of  Taylor. 
In  1879  Mr.  Frink  was  appointed  to  the 
office  of  Postmaster,  under  Hayes’ administra- 
tion, was  re-appointed  hy  President  Arthur, 
and  again  by  Cleveland,  holding  the  office 
from  1879  to  1891.  In  1880  the  office  paid 
about  $1, GOO  a year;  in  1881,  81,500;  in  1882, 
81, GOO;  and  during  the  latter  portion  (.f 
President  Arthur’s  admicistration  it  was 
made  a third-class  office.  It  now  pays  al)Out 
81,900  a year.  During  his  last  six  years  as 
Postmaster  Air.  Frink  also  conducted  a sta- 
tionei'y  and  jewelry  store. 

In  1890  he  was  elected  to  till  the  unex- 
pired term  of  Alayor  of  Taylor,  and  in  1891 
was  re-elected  to  that  office,  in  which  he 
served  until  April,  1892.  In  the  spring  of 
the  latter  year  he  eml)arked  in  the  I'eal-estate 
husiness,  and  in  addition  to  his  city  propei’ty 
he  also  owns  a tine  farm  of  100  aci'cs,  located 


within  one  mih^  of  the  railroai!  de[iot.  He 
also  abtained  an  eiohth  interest  in  tlui  Wash- 
ington  Heights  addition  to  the  city,  consist- 
ino'  of  over  200  acres  of  land,  900  lots  ot 

<T> 

' which  liave  been  laid  out.  Tlu^  land  is  lo- 

I 

i cated  on  hioh  ground  within  the  city  limits, 

' and  is  one  of  the  |)rettiest  additions  to  Taylor. 
Alai'ch,  7,  1893,  Mr.  Frink  sold  Ids  interest 
in  the  Washington  Heights  addition  and  em- 
barkeil  in  the  grocery  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Curry,  Frink  A (’ompany, 
where  the^y  do  an  extensive  business.  Air. 
Fi'iidv  is  also  Itusiness  manager  for  this  com- 
pany. 

In  18GG  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riacre  with  Aliss  Amanda  Al.  Powell,  a native 
of  Columl)us  county.  North  Carolina,  and  a 
daughter  of  A.  F.  and  Narcissa  (Norton) 
Powell.  To  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
di-en,- -Araminta  and  John  AI.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  18G9.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Baj)tist  Church.  In  1871  Air,  Frink  mar- 
ried Miss  Fannie  A.  Powell,  a cousin  of  his 
former  wife,  and  a daughter  of  Robert  M. 
and  Catherine  Powell,  natives  of  Robertson 
county.  North  Carolina.  They  have  three 
children, — Herbert  L.,  Willian  O.  and  Albert 
F.  Air.  and  Airs.  Frink  are  members  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The 
former  also  affiliates  with  the  A.  F.  A A.  AI., 
the  K.  T.,  of  Austin,  and  the  K.  of  II.,  of 
Taylor. 


J.  EEAA’^IS,  ex-Sheritf  of  Alilani  coun- 
ty and  present  Alayor  of  the  town  of 
Cameron,  was  born  in  AVilcox  county, 
Alabama,  November  27,  1849.  His 
parents  were  Andrew  Jackson  Lewis  and 
Eli/cabeth,  //e<'  Reiser,  the  fathei-  a native  of 
South  Carolina  and  the  mother  a native  of 
Alabama.  The  father  was  a volunteer  in  the 
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Conf(!(lei';ite  army  during  the  late  war,  served 
throiitfli  the  strmnrh*  and  died  iiist  at  the 
close.  April,  18(5o,  having  attained  the  rank 
of  Sergeant-J\Iajor  of  his  regiment.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in 
Cameron.  Hut  two  children  survive  of  their 
marriao-e:  a damditer,  Mrs.  Amanda  Hloxam, 
wife  of  Albert  l>loxam  of  Grant  jmrish, 
Louisiana;  and  Andrew  Jackson,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  latter  was  reared  mainly 
in  Choctaw  county,  his  native  State.  Docem- 
cember  lb,  1872,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Ti. 
Campbell,  a daughter  of  Captain  A.  G.  Camp- 
bell, of  Clnu’taw  county,  and  three  years  later, 
llecember,  1875,  came  to  Texas,  settling  in 
^lilam  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
lie  resided  on  a farm  in  this  county  until 
January,  1881,  at  which  date  he  became 
Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  county  under  Wj’att 
Lipscomb,  and  served  as  such  until  Novem 
her,  1880.  lie  was  then  elected  Sheriff,  and 
re-elected  two  years  later,  holding  the  office 
until  November,  1890,  when  he  voluntarily 
retired  from  the  office.  April,  1892,  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  Cameron,  which  office  he 
still  holds.  As  an  officer  Mr.  Lewis  has  al- 
W'ays  given  great  satisfaction.  He  is  a man 
of  superior  executive  ability,  being  prompt, 
enertretic,  determined  and  self-reliant.  Llis 
administration  of  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  Milam 
county  is  spoken  of  by  citizens  of  the  county 
in  terms  of  unqualified  praise.  As  Mayor  of 
Cameron  he  has  given  equal  satisfaction,  and 
measured  hy  the  demands  of  the  office  his 
administration  of  it  has  been  equally  success- 
ful. A Democrat  from  his  boyhoo  1 up,  he 
has  at  all  times  given  to  his  party  the  l)est 
support  of  which  he  was  ca;>able.  lie  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  his  county  ami  as  a meinbc-r  of  the 
executive  committee  of  his  ( 'onorcv-^innal 
district.  The  ( )dd  1‘Vdlows  and  Knights  of 


Ilonoi'  number  him  on  theii'  ladls  as  an  etli- 
cient  workei',  and  in  all  other  things  that  con- 
cern the  social  and  material  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives  he  stands  ready 
to  do  the  part  of  a good  citizen. 

June  19,  1890,  i\[r.  Lewis  lost  his  estimable 
wife,  who  died  after  having  bonie  him  a 
faithful  companionship  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  the  greater  part  of  which  time  covered 
his  early  stnio-crles.  Three  damditers  and  a 
son,  together  with  the  father,  constitute  the 
surviving  members  of  the  family. 

T[OHNW.  HAMBLEN.— On  August  12, 
^ I 1848,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  took  up 
his  residence  in  Milam  county.  He 
was  therefore  among  the  county’s  earliest 
settlers  and  is  at  this  writing  (1893)  one  of 
the  few  left  of  that  brave  band  of  pioneers 
who  rekindled  the  fading  fires  of  the  retreat- 
ing savages  and  planted  in  their  hunting- 
grounds  the  seeds  of  civilization. 

Mr.  Hamblen  is  a native  of  Tennessee, 
born  in  Hawkins  county,  that  State,  May  27, 
1820.  His  parents,  Pascal  B.  and  Mary 
(Williams)  Hamblen,  were  natives  of  the 
same  State  and  county, — born,  the  father  in 
1785  and  the  mother  in  1795.  Their  families 
came  originally  from  Virginia,  being  of 
English  extraction.  Daniel  11.  Hamblen,  the 
father  of  Pascal  B.,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Prince  Edward  county,  Virginia,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Pascal  B. 
Hamblen  was  reared  in  Teuucssee  and  in 
early  life  engaged  in  school-teaching  iu  his 
native  State.  He  married  Mary  Williams,  a 
damditer  of  -lohu  Williams  of  that  State  and 

G 

moved  to  Maury  county,  whence  he  emi- 
grat(‘d  in  1834  to  Texas.  The  journey  from 
the  old  State  to  the  ‘‘  new  We>t  ” was  aecoui- 
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plislicd  in  :i  niaiiiuir  common  in  tliose  days, 
Ijoiiii^  made  from  Kaslivillo  to  New  Orleans 
on  a flat-boat  and  thence  to  the  month  of  the 
Ifrazos  river,  in  a schooner,  called  the  Kxert. 
April  1,  1834,  this  vessel  was  wrecked  at  the 
month  of  the  IJrazos,  l)iit  fortunately  no  lives 
were  lost. 

Pascal  1>.  Ilanihlen  made  his  first  settle- 
ment at  the  month  of  Chocolate  hayon,  in 
J5razi>ida  county,  hut  the  same  year  move<l  to 
Oyster  creek,  fifty  miles  further  toward  the 
inteidor.  He  remained  at  the  latter  jdace  un- 
til March  3,  1830,  when  on  the  approach  of 
the  Mexicans  under  Santa  Anna  he  took  his 
family  for  greater  safety  to  Opelousas,  Louisi- 
ana, where  they  remained  until  Octobei', 
when  they  returned  to  the  settlement  iti 
I’razoria  county.  In  1837  he  moved  to 
Harris  county,  where  he  died  in  1844-,  of  yel- 
low fever,  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 
The  mother,  moving  to  IMilani  county  in  1851, 
made  this  county  her  home  until  her  death, 
in  December,  1878,  being  then  in  her  eighty- 
third  year.  Of  their  ten  children  only  four 
arrived  at  maturity:  AVilliam  K.,  now  a resi- 
dent of  Bell  county;  John  W.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Claiborne  A.,  who  died  in  1870, 
at  Austin;  and  Sarah,  who  was  the  first  wife 
of  Shiloh  Glasscock,  and  secondly  of  AVilliam 
Barge,  being  now  deceased. 

John  AV.  Hamblen  was  just  turning  into 
his  fourteeJith  year  when  his  parents  came  to 
Texas.  One  of  his  earliest  and  most  vivid 
recollections  of  Texas  was  the  scarce  and 
flight  of  the  settlers  that  preceded  the  march 
of  Santa  Anna  in  the  spring  of  1836, — the 
pell-mell  retreat  known  as  the  “ Bun-away- 
Scrape.”  That  forced  flight  brought  its  haial- 
ships  and  sorrows  to  the  Hamhlen  household. 
Only  two  days  Ijefore  the  retreat  began  the 
mother  gave  birth  to  a child,  and  in  this 
critical  condition  she  with  the  infant  was 


loaded  into  a wagon  and  the  journey  under- 
taken amid  the  gmieral  fi'ight  and  confusion. 
Then,  on  the  return  in  the  fall,  one  son  and 
two  daughters  were  buried,  and  another  sou 
the  following  year. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  in  1844,  John 
AV.  Hamhlen  and  his  elder  brother,  AVilliam 
K.,  assumed  control  of  affairs  at  home,  and 
four  years  later,  in  1848,  came  to  Milam 
county,  purchasing  land  on  the  San  Gabriel 
rivci-,  where  they  settled.  At  that  date  the 
western  part  of  Milam  county  was  very 
sparsely  poj)ulated.  East  of  where  Mr. 
Hamhlen  located  about  a mile  lived  Jesse 
Mercer,  whose  brother  had  been  killed  there 
by  the  Indians  five  years  previously;  east  of 
him  a mile  farther  lived  AVilliatn  Laughlin, 
and  east  of  him  about  the  same  distance  lived 
Judge  Aaron  Dodd.  These  constituted  the 
settlers  toward  Cameron.  North  toward  Bell 
county  there  was  a small  settlement  in  the 
vicinity  of  where  Davilla  now  stands,  a man 
named  Seaver  and  one  or  two  of  the  Rosses 
living  there.  AVest,  in  the  edge  of  AVilliam- 
son  county,  was  Tom  Allen,  and  between  him 
and  Georgetown  was  a tnan  named  Barton. 
South  the  nearest  settler  was  James  Ste- 
phens, who  lived  about  two  miles  below  the 
present  town  of  Rockdale.  AVhat  little  trad- 
ing was  done  by  the  settlers  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county  was  done  at  Cameron,  to 
which  place  they  also  went  to  court  and  to 
get  their  hlacksmithing  done, - the  three 
principal  things  that  called  them  away  from 
home.  Stock-raising  was  the  chief  industiy, 
and  Mr.  Hamblen  soon  had  a large  bunch  of 
cattle  ranging  in  the  bottoms  of  the  San  Ga- 
briel  and  on  the  adjacent  prairies.  He  and 
his  bi’other  opened  a small  store  near  ^vhore 
they  settled  in  1854,  and  for  six  yeai's  — un- 
til the  opening  of  the  war — were  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  Imsincss  at  that  place.  < >n 
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locatinn;  in  tlie  cumitv  Ilainhlen  l)oiiglit 
a tract  of  G20  acres  of  land,  p<'wing 
tliercfor  02^?  cents  an  acre.  Wliile  land 
Was  yet  clioap  lie  invested  his  means  as 
they  accumulated  in  this  way:  and  as  a result 
of  these  ])rudent  investments  at  tliis  writing 
he  owns  3,000  acres  lying  along  the  San  Ga- 
briel ri  vei‘,  a considerahle  part  of  which  is  un- 
der cultivation.  He  has  resided  on  his  old 
liomestead  since  settling  there  in  1848,  and 
has  at  all  times  been  interested  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  is  also  still  interested  in 
mercantile  business,  owning  a liardware  and 
saddlery  house  at  Rockdale,  which  does  a 
business  of  from  §25,000  to  §30,000  a year. 

On  May  1,  1844,  Mr.  Hamblen  married 
Sarah  Tliompson,  then  of  Harris  county, 
Te.xas,  l)ut  a native  of  Alabama,  having  been 
bi’ought  to  this  State  by  her  brother-in-law, 
L.  S.  Campbell,  when  she  was  twelve  years 
old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamblen  have  only  one 
child,  a son,  Henry  F.,  who  is  in  charge  of 
his  father’s  farming  interest. 

A lack  of  desire  for  popular  applause,  or 
perhaps  a consciousness  that  such  applause  is 
a very  unsubstantial  thing  on  which  to  lean 
in  the  struggles  of  this  life,  has  kept  Mr. 
Hamblen  out  of  public  office,  and  aided  no 
doubt  on  the  other  hand  in  making  of  him 
equally  as  useful  and  highly  respected  a citi- 
zen as  any  official  career  to  which  he  might 
have  aspired  would  have  made.  He  has  in- 
terested himself,  however,  in  matters  relating 
to  the  welfare  of  this  State  and  county,  is  well 
informed  on  such  matters  and  holds  concern- 
ing them  decided  opinions  which  when  oc- 
casion demands  he  can  set  forth  with  clear- 
Tiess  and  maintain  with  intelligence  and 
sound  I'easoning.  He  has  always  been  a 
Democrat,  but  has  dared  at  times  to  dilfer 
with  the  leaders  of  his  party.  He  op[)Osed 
both  anne.xation  and  secession,  but  when 


:;o'j 

both  were  accomplished  by  a majority  vote 
of  the  people  he  went  with  the  State  and  gave 
it  his  active  sympathy  and  support.  He  was 
always  a warm  supporter  of  General  Hous- 
ton, and  voted  for  him  in  1841  for  Fresident 
of  the  Republic  l)efore  reaching  his  majority. 
His  first  vote  for  President  of  the  i'nited 
States  was  cast  in  1848  for  J.ewis  Cass,  the 
regular  Democratic  nominee. 

Mr.  Hamblen  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  liave  been  for 
many  years,  this  being  the  church  of  his 
mother,  who  spent  a long  and  exceptionally 
pious  and  useful  life  in  its  service.  Hiseldei- 
brother,  William  K.,  is  a minister  of  this 
church,  and  under  its  influence  and  teachiinr 
all  the  children  of  his  brothers  and  sisters 
and  his  own  have  been  reared. 

John  AV.  Hamblen’s  name  must  stand  al- 
ways in  the  history  of  Milam  county  as  one 
of  her  worthiest  citizens.  AFhilo  he  has  not 
been  a public  character  he  has  been  a maker 
of  history.  He  has  seen  the  rugged  forests 
and  wild  prairies  reduced  to  cultivated  and 
arable  fields.  Identifled  with  the  county 
while  it  was  Mexican  territory,  he  has 
lived  to  see  many  changes,  and  to  be  an  ac- 
tive participant  in  both  the  peaceful  and  vio- 
lent revolutions  that  went  on  around  him, 
living  under  five  governments:  Mexican, 

Texan,  United  States,  Confederate  and  ao-ain 
United  States.  He  witnessed  the  gradual 
expulsion  of  the  red  man  and  the  steady  ad- 
vancement of  the  white  race.  He  occupied 
Texas  soil  when  the  people  cast  olf  Mexican 
government.  He  saw  the  country  change 
from  a dependency  to  an  indej)cndent  repub- 
lic, and  was  not  an  uninterested  spectator 
when  the  new  but  vigorous  i-epublic  asked 
for  admission  to  the  Amei-ican  Fnion.  He 
witnessed  the  movement  that  made  I'exas  free 
and  the  peaceable  settlement  by  which  >he 
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bec;;ine  one  of  the  sisterhood  of  States;  and 
lie  lias  liveil  lono  enoindi  to  know  that  this 

o 

State  is  destined  to  heconie  the  greatest  in  tlie 
American  galaxy. 

He  was  eminently  equipped  hy  nature  for 
the  life  he  has  lived:  of  rugged  constitution, 
adequate  courage,  persevering  energy,  gener- 
ous in  nature,  hospitable,  kind  and  faithful; 
with  clear  and  well  defined  convictions, 
sound  judgment  and  honoi'ahle  impulses. 
Although  he  began  life  with  comparatively 
little,  he  is  now  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in 
the  county,  and  still  it  can  not  he  said  of  him 
that  he  ever  sued  or  oppressed  a debtor. 
Concerning  those  thino-s  that  have  engaged 
his  mind,  he  has  been  an  accurate  thinker, 
and  his  judgment  is  deferred  to  hy  those  who 
know  him  long  and  well.  He  has  lived 
soberly,  honestly,  uprightly,  and  there  is  no 
stain  on  his  honor,  no  blot  on  his  character. 

WHLLIAM  W.  HARVEY,  of  Rock- 
' dale,  Milam  county,  is  a son  of 
Samuel  II.  Harvey,  who  was  a native 
of  Alabama,  horn  near  the  town  of  Bowling 
Green  on  a farm  where  he  was  reared,  whence 
after  his  marriage  he  came  about  1837  to 
Texas  and  settled  in  Burleson  county.  There 
he  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1850.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, — a 
fairly  successful  one  for  his  day,  an  industri- 
ous, good  citizen.  He  was  in  the  i-anging 
service  in  this  State  soon  after  coming  here, 
but  never  filled  any  civil  offices.  He  came 
of  good  antecedents,  the  Harveys  being 
substantial,  well-to-do  planters  of  Alabama, 
originally  of  English  descent,  the  early 
representatives  of  the  name  having  settled  in 
the  Atlantic  scacoast  States  in  colonial  times, 
whence  they  drifted  west  and  south  hy  way 


of  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Alal)ama.  llis 
lather,  Edmond  Harvey,  was  a j)ioncer  in 
Alabama. 

Samuel  II.  Harvey  was  twice  married,  his 
first  marriiige  occurring  in  1840,  when  he 
wedded  Catherine  Prewitt,  who  was  a native 
of  Alabama  and  a daughter  of  James  A.  and 
Nancy  (AVilder)  Prewitt,  early  settlers  of 
that  State.  Her  jtarents  moved  to  Texas 
about  1833,  where  they  died.  Her  people 
were  pioneers  throughout,  the  Prewitts  being 
of  Etiglish  extraction,  and  the  AVilders  of 
Scotch.  Mrs.  Harvey  died  in  1847,  leaving 
three  children:  Martha,  who  was  married 

to  James  B.  Gee  and  is  now  deceased; 
ATilliam  AV.  of  this  sketch;  and  James,  who 
died  in  Burleson  county,  Texas,  about  184G. 
Samuel  II.  Harvey  married  the  second  time 
in  1848,  Samantha  Oldham,  who  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  but  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  a resident  of  Burleson  county,  this 
State.  By  this  marriage  he  had  one  child, 
Mary  Samantha,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
AVilliam  Daniels,  of  AVilliamson  county, 
Texas. 

AVilliam  AV.  Harvey,  with  whom  this 
sketch  is  principally  concerned,  was  born 
in  Burleson  county,  Texas,  January  22,  1843. 
At  his  father’s  death  seven  years  later,  he 
was  taken  hy  his  maternal  grandmother, 
Mrs.  Prewitt,  who  then  lived  in  Hill  county, 
and  given  a home  in  her  family  until  the 
marriage  of  his  older  sister.  He  then  went 
to  live  with  her  and  formed  one  of  her 
household  until  her  death  five  years  later. 
He  was  then  thrown  at  the  age  of  fourteen  on 
the  world,  when  he  began  the  battle  of  life 
for  himself. 

He  worked  for  wages  as  a stock-herder  and 
farm-hand  until  the  opening  of  the  late  war, 
win'll,  in  Alay,  18()1,  In' entered  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  enlisting  in  Company  A,  Sevon- 
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t(H'titl)  'lY-xas  Kciriiiu'iit,  with  whicli  he  served 
diiriiifr  llie  Wiir.  Ilis  services  were  west  of  [ 
the  Mississippi,  and  he  was  at  Hempstead, 
this  Stale,  at  the  time  of  tlie  suri-ender. 

lietmaiing  to  I’urlesoti  county  at  tliat 
time,  he  woi’keJ  tor  a year  as  a farmdiaiid. 
Tlien,  ill  ISOtf,  lie  married,  and  after  a short 
residence  in  Tarrant  county  he  moved  to 
California,  where  he  lived  until  1870,  en^^aged 
ill  the  stock  business  and  teaming.  Return- 
ing to  Te.xas  in  1870,  he  bought  a jilace  in 
Milam  county,  on  which  he  settled  and 
engaged  in  farming.  He  farmed  for  twenty 
years  on  this  place,  when,  in  1890,  he  moved 
to  Rockdale,  where  he  purchased  a livery 
business,  to  which  he  has  since  <xiven  his 
attention.  He  still  owns  his  farm,  however, 
a good  place  consisting  of  480  acres,  and  be- 
sides this  and  his  livery  stock  owns  other 
property,  all  of  which  represents  his  earnings 
since  coming  out  of  the  war  in  1865. 

Mr.  Harvey  married,  as  stated,  in  1866, 
the  lady  being  Miss  Ellen  Fletcher,  of  Milam 
county,  whoso  parents,  Thomas  and  Martha 
Fletcher,  settled  in  this  county  about  1858. 
The  father  died  here  in  1879,  and  the  mother 
in  Comanche  county  in  1881.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
•liar /ey  have  had  nine  children  born  to  them: 
Alice,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Rogers, 
of  Comanche  county;  Martha;  Charles  L.; 
Dovie;  Addie;  Etiie;  Ada;  Edna;  and  William 
W.  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Harvey  are  members  of 
the  Raptist  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor. 

JfOHX  S.  IHK  )WN.  one  of  the  ]u-uminent 
I physicians  of  Tayloi’,  was  boni  in  New 
Libei-ty.  Kentucky,  in  1844,  a sen  of 
'I’liemas  .1.  lirown,  also  a native  of  that  State. 
'I'he  latter’s  father,  Thomas  I frown,  located 


in  ( )wen  county,  Kentuckv,  in  an  early  day. 
H(^  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  as  was  also 
his  son,  T.  ,1.  The  latter  married  Mary  E. 
Elmore,  a native  of  Kentucky  and  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Headley)  Elmore. 
The  father  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
his  native  county.  Thomas  J.  Brown  still 
resides  on  his  fann  in  Kentucky,  where  he 
and  his  wife  reared  a family  of  nine  children: 
James  S.,  of  Kentucky;  Sarah,  wife  of  W.  1. 
McCausland;  John  S.,  our  subject;  Felicia, 
wife  of  Ceorge  AT.  Hamilton,  of  Missoui-i; 
Mary,  wife  of  James  Remmington;  Lulu, 
now  Mrs.  Charles  Boencr;  Oliver,  deceased; 
and  Ernest. 

John  S.  Brown,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  education  in  the  Kentucky  Uni- 
versity and  Eminence  College.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  in  the  following  year  entered 
the  Louisville  University.  After  graduating 
he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Trimble 
county,  Kentucky,  and  since  1877  has  fol- 
lowed his  profession  in  Taylor,  Te.xas,  He 
has  been  very  successful  both  as  a physician 
and  surgeon.  In  1889  he  attended  a post- 
graduate school  in  New  York. 

Dr.  Brown  was  married  in  1870,  to  Miss 
Julia  Stapp,  a native  of  Madison,  Indiana, 
j and  a daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Julia  (Reed) 

I 8tapp,  natives  of  Kentucky.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Stapp  had  the  following  children:  Hamilton, 
of  this  State;  Robert;  Charles,  deceased : Julia, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Ida,  wife  of  John  AIc- 
Cregor,  State  Senator  from  Jeiferson  county, 
Indiana;  Russell,  a merchant  of  1 )es  Mednes, 
Iowa;  James  A.,  a resi<lentof  Chicago.  Air. 
Stapp  was  for  many  years  a wholesale  and 
retail  merchant  of  ALulison,  Indiana.  He 
was  a nephew  of  Ceneral  .Milton  Stapp,  well- 
known  in  'I’e.xas.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Bi-own  have 
had  three  children:  Ernest,  cleeeased. 
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Kiisseli  :iii(l  lleniard.  Tin;  1 )octor  is  int(!restcd 
in  l)uth  town  and  county  I'cal-c.'tate,  and  is 
one  of  the  prominent  medical  pi'actitioners 
of  his  conntv.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of 
the  F.  M.  C.,  of  Taylor,  and  in  religion  both 
he  and  his  wife  an;  meinl)ers  of  the  Christian 
Church. 


.<« . 


GAIiL  SAV^EN SON,  one  of  the  worthy 
^ representatives  of  the  foreign  j)opnia- 
' — tion  wlio  have  aided  so  largely  in  the 
development  of  this  country,  is  a native  of 
Sweden,  a son  of  Anonst  Swenson.  lie  was 
born  April  18,  1803,  and  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  with  his  parents  when  a child 
of  five  years;  they  located  in  Austin,  Texas, 
where  Carl  was  educated  in  private  schools. 
At  the  proper  age  he  went  to  serve  an  appren- 
ticeship in  the  cabinet  shop  of  which  his 
father  was  foreman;  there  he  remained  three 
years,  and  then  came  to  AVilliamson  county 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  farm  his 
father  had  purchased. 

The  small  capital  given  him  by  his  father 
when  he  started  out  to  meet  the  responsibili- 
ties of  life  and  win  his  own  fortune,  was  ju- 
diciously invested,  and  in  1886  he  purchased  his 
present  farm,  a choice  tract  of  200  acres,  lying 
six  miles  from  Taylor;  the  improvements  are 
substantial  and  models  of  convenience.  Mr. 
Swenson  has  placed  120  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  with  the  assistance  of  one  man 
plants  and  gathers  his  crops,  which  he  varies 
with  keen  insiaht  into  nature’s  laws.  He  is 
a man  of  untiring  energy  and  strong  ])urpose, 
and  has  made  the  utmo.'^t  use  of  all  oppor-  [ 
tunities  to  further  his  intei'csts.  I 

A loyal  eitizmi  of  his  adopted  eounti’y  Im  , 
casts  his  vote  with  the  1 )emoerat ie,  pai'ty, 
though  beyond  the  performance  (d'  this  duty 
his  interest  in  politics  does  not  extend. 


Mr.  SvV(  •nson  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Decembei',  1884,  to  .Maiy  Ann  Ncovlin,  a 
daughter  of  A.  Newlin,  one  of  tlu>  old  set- 
tlei’s  ot  AVilliamson  county  who  reared  a 
family  of  eight  childnm.  Mr.  and  IVIrs. 
Swenson  have  one  child,  Albert  Walter,  born 
January  17,  1887. 


D.  AA’^11)  EPPliKtllT,  (A  4’ravis  county, 
Texas,  is  a son  of  Jacob  Eppright, 
— ' who  was  born  in  Maryland,  in  17'd0. 
lie  afterward  moved  to  Tennessee,  next  to 
Indiana,  later  to  Missouri,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  the  latter  State  in  1851.  He 
was  a miller  by  trade,  and  was  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Eppidght  was 
married  to  Catherine  ATolfe,  a native  also  of 
Maryland.  They  had  twelve  children,  viz.: 
Susan,  who  married  Adison  MeSpadden, 
a resident  of  Texas,  but  both  are  now  de- 
ceased; Anna,  who  married  a Mr.  Combs, 
both  also  now  deceased ; Jonathan,  a farmer 
of  Missouri;  Napoleon,  deceased  ; David,  the 
subject  of  tli's  sketch;  Isaac  and  Jacob, 
twins,  the  former  in  Texas  and  the  latter  in 
Missouri;  Polly,  wife  of  Mr.  Triplet;  Benja- 
min, a resident  of  Missouri ; Joseph,  deceased; 
and  Jane,  wdio  died  when  young. 

David  Eppright,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Maryland,  in  1817.  At  the  age  of  foui-  years 
he  was  taken  to  Greene  county,  Tennessee, 
later  to  Indiana,  and  next  to  Missouri.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  1841,  and 
worked  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  in  con- 
nection with  farming,  he  was  em[)loyed  as 
a wheelright.  In  1840  Mix  E[)pright  came 
to  Texas,  where  he  followed  the  same  occu- 
pation until  1S75,  and  in  1880  moved  to  his 
j)resent  home.  ILi  now  owns  about  8()() 
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acres  of  ^oo<l  land,  and  has  also  oiven 
his  children  000  acres  each,  and  has  town 
pro[)ei-ty. 

In  1841  onr  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Ann  Smelson,  a native  of 
Alissouri  and  a daughter  of  llari’ison  and 
Kliza  (Jones)  Smelson,  natives  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eppright  have  had  eight  children,  viz.:  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  Sterling  Chamberlaud,  of  Travis 
county;  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  A.  E.  Lane,  also 
of  this  county;  jMai'tha  Ann,  widow  of  lieu- 
hen  Higgle,  of  Tivxvis  county;  John  Thomas, 
deceased ; Jacob,  a resident  of  this  county; 
Exer,  deceased;  Alice,  wife  of  Tra  Johnson; 
and  Eugenia,  deceased.  Politically,  Mr.  Epp- 
right affiliates  with  the  Prohibition  party; 
socially,  is  a member  of  the  iMasonic  order; 
religiously,  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

E'ZEKIEL  STEELE  MATTHEWS,  a 
farmer  of  Travis  county,  is  a son  of 

1 Abner  Matthews,  who  was  born  in 

North  Carolina,  in  March,  1792.  In  1812 
he  located  in  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  and 
afterward,  in  1883,  in  Tipton  county,  same 
State,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1840  he  left  that  county  for  Texas,  going 
down  the  ^Mississippi  river  toNewOrleansand 
on  the  gulf  to  Galveston,  thence  by  schooner 
to  Matagorda,  and  next  by  wagon  to  Pay- 
ette and  Travis  counties.  Mr.  Matthews  was 
present  at  the  first  sale  of  lots  in  Austin,  in 
1839,  in  September,  of  that  year,  rented  land 
near  the  city,  and  thou  ])urchased  a place 
within  the  limits  of  the  condemned  land  of 
Austin,  wIku'O  he  resideil  until  1802.  lie 
sm  vcd  as  l.ieutcnant  undei'  GeiU'ral  Jackson, 


in  the  war  of  1812,  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Horse  Shoe  Lend,  was  a Democi'at  in  his 
political  views,  and  a member  of  the  Asso- 
ciate lleformed  Church.  Abner  Matthews 
was  a son  of  James  and  Mary  (Duke)  iMat- 
tliews.  The  former,  a native  of  Ireland, 
j came  to  Ameidca  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  locating  in  North  Caro- 
I lina.  He  came  in  company  with  two  broth- 
^ ers;  one  settled  in  Tennessee,  one  in  Ohio 
i and  one  in  Alalxama.  The  Doke  family  are 
I also  of  Irisli  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Matthews  were  marided  in  1766,  and  were 
parents  of  twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six 
daughters.  Tlie  mother  of  our  subject,  nee 
Asenath  Ilendei-son,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  January  3,  1793,  and  died  March 
18,  1851.  Her  parents  were  also  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abner  Mat- 
thews were  married  October  12,  1813,  and 
had  ten  children,  namely:  Mary  Doke  mar- 

ried 11.  E.  Flaniken,  and  both  are  now 
deceased;  James,  who  served  as  Sheriff  of 
Travis  county,  from  1842  to  1848,  died  in 
1869;  Agnes  H.,  married  Robert  Thompson, 
both  DOW  decea.sed;  William  II.,  deceased; 
John  G.,  a resident  of  Liberty  Hill,  Will- 
iamson county,  Texas;  Esther  IL,  deceased; 
Ezekiel,  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  B.  Payne;  Martha  M.,  mar- 
ried P.  A.  Monroe,  both  now  deceased;  and 
Robert  F.,  deceased. 

Ezekiel  S.  Matthews,  onr  subject,  was 
born  in  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  in  1828, 
l>ut  in  1833  moved  with  his  parents  to  west 
Tennessee,  where  he  remained  until  1840. 
In  186)2  he  was  employed  in  the  (,)uarter- 
master's  Department,  in  the  State  service, 
and  sei-ved  until  the  close  of  tlu‘  war.  Since 
tliat  time  he  has  resided  at  the  place  where 
he  now  lives,  with  the  exception  of  the  time 
between  18S4  and  1SS9,  when  he  resided  in 
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TehuHcaim  for  school  ad vantaijre.s.  Mr.  Mat- 
thews now  owns  o30  acres  of  land,  and  also 
town  property  in  Austin  and  Tehnacana.  In 
political  inattei’Sjhe  atliliates  with  the  Jdeino- 
cratic  party,  a!ui  religiously  has  heen  a 
Deacon  in  the  Cninberland  Presbyterian 
Church  for  many  years. 

In  1802  Mr.  Matthews  was  united  in  niar- 
with  Miss  Julia  Sanndei's,  a native  of  Illinois 
and  a daughter  of  George  Saunders.  ^\fter 
the  mother’s  death,  the  father  married  Mary 
C.  Breed,  a daughter  of  Jonas  Breed.  The 
family  are  relatives  of  the  Prentice  and  Ran- 
dall families  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Matthews  have  eight  children:  Mary  A., 

Marshall  H.,  George  S.,  Lu  Esther,  Julia  P., 
Steele  O.,  Olie  H.,  and  DeKalb  T. 

F.  AVINGO,  of  Clarkton,  Milam  county, 
Texas,  a substantial  farmer  and  leading 
citizen,  dates  his  residence  in  the  county 
since  1877.  Prior  to  that,  Robertson  county 
was  his  home  for  four  years,  he  having  lived 
ni'ar  Calvert,  in  that  county.  His  native 
State  is  Georgia,  his  birth  occurring  Febru- 
ary 8,  1844.  His  father,  Allen  Wingo,  was 
born  in  South  Carolina,  about  1807.  He  was 
roared  on  a plantation  in  that  State,  educated 
very  little,  and  at  twenty-five,  before  mar- 
riage, emigrated  to  Alabama,  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Barbour  county,  later  in  Loundes 
and  Montgomery,  dying  in  the  latter  in  1872. 
He  was  a member  of  Hilliard’s  Legion,  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  saw  hard  service 
around  Atlanta  and  Lookout  Mountain,  and 
was  taken  prismiei’  at  Richmund,  Kentucky, 
while  on  detail  duty  driving  a wagon.  He 
was  at  once  paroled  and  sent  homo,  and  did 
not  again  enter  the  service. 


The  gi-andfathei' of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Spartanburg  di.strict,  South  Carolina,  about 
1781),  and  lived  and  died  tlieia^  having  bomi  a 
farmer  all  of  his  life.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  mimed,  in  hei’ maiden  days  Sarah 
Haynes;  she  was  a daughter  of  John  Haynes, 
a hatter  by  trade.  The  resulting  family  are: 
John,  deceased;  Thomas  J.;  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Ed.  DePew;  Julia,  who  died  in  Houston 
county,  the  wife  of  T.  W.  Cullefei-;  Martha, 
who  died  in  Robertson  county;  and  Bettie, 
who  died  in  Bai'bour  county,  Alabama;  Mag- 
gie, who  married  Ed.  DePew,  of  Cameron; 
and  AVilliam  Allen,  who  lives  in  Milam 
county,  Texas. 

In  1802  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company 
C,  Eighth  Alabama  Cavali-y,  under  Colonel 
Livingston.  The  command  was  one  of  those 
lucky  ones  which  was  nearly  always  in  some 
skirmish  or  fight,  constantl}'  trying  the  mettle 
of  the  true  soldier.  Our  subject  paiJicipated 
in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  was  at  Franklin, 
Tennessee,  and  Okalona,  Mississippi,  Demop- 
olis  and  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  at  Pensacola, 
Florida,  and  was  paroled  at  Montgomery,  Al- 
abama, by  General  Steele,  in  May,  1885. 

Mr.  Wingo  did  not  leave  his  father’s  roof 
until  he  was  twenty-seven  years  old.  He  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  up  to  the 
period  of  his  coming  to  Texas  he  had  not  ac- 
cumulated much.  The  trip  West  was  made 
by  water  to  Galveston,  by  way  of  Xew  Or- 
leans. The  first  stop  in  Milam  county  was 
made  near  Jones  Prairie,  where  our  subject 
rented  land  for  four  years,  but  in  1881  he 
purchased  200  acres  of  his  present  farm,  and 
his  prosj)C!'ity  has  made  additional  invest- 
ments possible  until  310  aci'cs  of  tii;e  Texas 
soil  ai'e  accredited  to  him  on  the  county  tax- 
I'olls,  and  125  acres  are  in  a good  state  of  cul- 
tivation, [troducing  in  1891  fifty-two  bales  of 
cotton,  and  in  1892  foi'ty  bales.  Mr.  Wingo 
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also  owns  a one-tliinl  intorost  in  a gin,  hnilt 
in  1885,  at  an  outlay  ot'i880()  hy  onr  snhjoct. 
A[r.  AVinii-o  l)clievos  in  raisino  e\a*ry  article 
of  consumption  for  the  fanner,  if  possible. 
I’oliticallv,  he  is  a Democrat,  hut  does  not 
ludoniT  to  the  otlice-seekino;  kind,  havincr  held 

no  office  save  that  of  School  Trustee. 

In  December,  1878,  ^Ir.  VVinoo  married 
JMary  Jane,  the  daughter  of  .loliu  Sharp,  au 
Alabama  farmer,  who  was  born  in  Alabama, 
and  who  lived  and  died  in  that  State,  lu 
September,  1875,  Mrs.  Wingo  died,  and  in 
December,  1878,  the  second  marriage  of  our 
subject  was  oousummated  with  Mrs.  Mary 
luou  Nicholson,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Moore, 
of  Georgia,  who  had  been  a pioneer  to  Te.xas. 
Mr.  Moore  married  Miss  Annie  Allday,  and 
reared  two  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Winoo  is 
the  older  and  the  only  living  one.  The  fam- 
ily of  Mr.  M^ingo  is  as  follows:  Frank,  Mary 
Eugenia,  David  Allen,  Annie,  Charlie,  Clin- 
ton, Eva,  Janies  Calvin  and  Alma.  Mr. 
Wingo  is  connected  with  the  Little  River  Ma- 
sonic  lodge,  and  the  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

djOIIN  M.  IIEEJvEY,  president  of  the 
First  National  Rank  of  Cameron,  mer- 
— chant  and  in  many  ways  connected  with 
the  business  interests  and  history  of  Cameron 
and  Milam  county,  is  a son  of  William  V. 
lletlcy,  a {)ersonal  sketch  of  whom  appears 
else  in  this  volume,  to  which  reference  is  here 
made  for  the  facts  relating  to  the  ancestral 
histoi’y  of  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

,Iohn  M.  Iletley  was  horn  in  Henderson 
county,  Tennessee,  October  17,  1815.  He 
was  in  his  tenth  m ar  when  his  pai'ents  cairns 
to  Texas  and  >ettled  in  .Milam  county.  Ills 
bovlnuid,  until  he  was  .-e\'euteen,  wa.>  j)assed 


1 on  his  father’s  fanii  mxar  Cameron.  At  that 
age.  May,  18d2,  he  ent(‘red  th(!  Confcdcu’ate 
army,  enlisting  in  ('ompany  R,  Rrown’s  inde 
]iemlent  regiment  of  cavalry,  with  which  he 
served  as  a private,  mostly  along  the  gidf 
coast  of  this  State,  until  the  close  of  the  waix 
Returning  home  after  the  surrender,  he  at- 
tended school  for  a year  at  Sahulo,  Rell 
county,  and  then  went  to  work  on  the  farm, 
where  he  remained  until  1808,  at  which  date 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Cameron.  He  is  thus  one  of  the  oldest  mer- 
chants now  in  business  in  this  place,  as  he 
has,  at  all  times,  been  one  of  the  most  pros- 
pei’ous.  His  line  is  hardware  and  farming 
implements,  and  he  conli-ols  a trade  reaching 
to  a considerable  distance  in  all  directions. 
In  August,  1889,  in  connection  with  a num- 
her  of  other  gentlemen  of  Cameron,  Mr. 
Hefley  organized  the  First  National  Bank  of 
this  pla'-'e,  of  which  he  was  elected  president 
at  a later  date,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  Trinity,  Cameron 
& Western  Railroad  Compan}n,  recently  or- 
ganized, which  has  for  its  object  the  con- 
struction of  a line  from  east  Te.vas  through 
central  and  west  Te.xas,  and  gives  promise  of 
considerable  in  the  way  of  increased  trans- 
portation facilities  to  this  section  of  the  State. 
Besides  these  interests  Mr.  Hefley  has  exten- 
sive real-estate  holdiuo-.-?,  both  in  this  and 
other  counties,  which  are  yearly  growing 
in  value  with  the  settlement  and  development 
of  the  country.  He  is  one  of  Cameron’s  solid 
men  of  husinessaud  progressive,  j)ublic-spir- 
ited  citizens,  who  intei'ests  himself  in  what 
interests  his  town  and  county,  and  who  con- 
tributcj-  lilu'rally  of  his  time,  money  ami  per- 
sonal etfort  to  all  enterpi'ises  tending  to 
stimnlate  the  industry  and  promote  the  wel- 
fare (d'  the  community  and  section  in  which 
he  live.s.  A democrat  in  wlmm  fluM’e  is  '•  no 
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variahltMioss  nor  sliadow  of  turning,”  lie  takes 
tliat  interest  in  political  aifairs  that  every 
^ooil  citizen  is  expected  to  take,  voting  with 
his  party  on  all  political  measures  hut  giving 
more  attention  to  the  administi'ation  of  town 
and  county  affairs  than  to  the  affairs  of  State  : 
or  nation,  believino  that  on  the  successful  : 
management  of  these  all  prosperity,  private  j 
as  well  as  public,  depends.  1 

Mr.  Iletley  has  been  twice  married,  having 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  first  wife  not 
lom^  after  marriage,  she  dying  childless.  lie 
married  the  second  time  February  22,  1882, 
the  lady  lieing  I\[iss  I\[ary  F.  Bradshaw,  a | 
danohter  of  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Bradshaw',  of 
Georgia,  a minister  of  tlie  Presbyterian 
Ohnrch  and  an  educator  of  considerable  re-  I 
pnte  in  his  State.  ]\[rs.  TIefley  was  born  and 
reared  in  Tennessee,  and  is  a niece  of  John 
C.  and  Neal  S.  Brown,  former  Governors  of 
that  State.  She  w'.as  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Georgia,  and  is  a lady  of  intelligence  and 
refinement.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
one  child,  Bessie  Clare. 


D.  TERRY,  a farmer  of  Milam  county, 
was  born  in  Austin  county,  Texas,  in 
1862,  a son  of  M.  Terry,  who  was  born 
near  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  in  j 
1800  The  elder  Terry  was  reared  and  edu-  ; 
cated  in  his  native  place,  and  at  the  age  of  : 
twei  ty-one  years  went  with  ox  teams  to  Ala- 
bama. After  nineteen  years’  residence  in 
that  State,  engaged  in  agricultural  ])ursnits, 
he  came  to  Texas,  .settling  in  Austin  county, 
investing  his  small  accumulations  of  S2,0()0 
in  stock  and  real  estate,  and  amain  resumed 
farming.  In  187b  Mr.  Terry  was  induced  to 
locate  in  Milam  county,  where  he  remained 
until  death,  in  1888.  lie  was  very  indnstri- 


ons,  possessed  of  tine  business  judgment,  and 
at  his  death  left  an  estate  valued  at  840,000. 
He  had  no  political  aspirations  or  military 
caiaa'r,  having  been  too  advanced  in  years  for 
service  during  the  late  war.  Mr.  Terry’s 
lir.st  mtirriage  was  to  a Miss  Bethnay,  and 
amono-  their  children  were:  Hillard,  de- 

ceased;  lYilliam;  R.  A.,  in  Bell  county, 
Texas;  Catherine,  who  married  a Mr.  Shel- 
don, :ind  others  who.se  names  are  unknown. 
For  his  second  wdle  Mr.  Terry  married  Miss 
Jane  Bonner,  a native  of  Alabama,  who  died 
the  saiiK'  year  as  her  husband,  in  1888.  To 
this  union  two  cliildren  were  horn;  James 
M.,  now  residing  near  Maj’sfield;  and  Ahab 
I).,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

A.  1).  Terry  spent  his  school  days  in  Milam 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
began  farmino-  seven  miles  cast  of  Cameron, 
remaining  in  that  vicinity  ten  years.  He 
then  began  improving  a farm  on  the  prairie 
about  twelve  miles  north  of  Cameron,  on 
which  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  death 
November  18,  1892.  lie  was  devoted  all  his 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  met  with 
reasonable  success. 

Mr.  Terry  was  first  married  in  1880,  to 
Sarah,  a dano-hler  of  James  Guthrie.  This 
wife  died  in  1884,  and  June  20,  1886,  he 
married  Morilla,  a daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Emnia  (Sheffield)  Sherrill.  To  this  second 
union  two  children  were  born;  Euda  and 
Floyd. 

E RN’EST  VOGELSANG,  an  enterpris- 
ing and  thrifty  farmer  of  Milam  coun- 

I t^■,  was  boni  in  Oldenburg,  Germany, 

in  1837.  He  left  his  native  land  in  1850, 

with  his  father.  . I acob  A.  Vogelsang,  who  be- 
came di'^at i.-lied  with  the  German  (u)\a>ni- 
immt  of  1848,  and  sought  the  United  States 
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for  inoi'o  li berty  and  better  advantages.  Tlie 
family  set  sail  from  l''remcn,  and  landed  at 
(Jalveston,  Texas,  went  thence  to  Houston, 
wliere  a few  days’  stop  was  made  until  ox 
teams  could  be  liired  to  convey  the  family  to 
Austin  county,  their  destination.  The  father 
was  trained  in  one  of  the  collegesof  Germany, 
and  alter  reaching  maturity  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. After  arriving  in  this  State  he  gave  up 
teacliing  and  devoted  himself  to  farming. 
He  began  on  rented  land,  preferring  not  to 
own  real  estate  until  he  had  become  satistied 
with  the  country.  II is  confidence  in  the  State 
soon  became  established,  after  which  he  pur- 
chased both  land  and  stock,  and  in  a few 
years  became  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Austin  county.  Mr.  Vogelsang  died  in  Austin 
county,  in  1889,  aged  eighty- five  years.  His 
wife,  wliose  maiden  name  was  Mattie  Behrens, 
was  a native  of  Oldenburg,  Germany.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Vogelsang  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Dora,  wife  of  11.  Meier,  of  Austin 
county;  Theodore,  a resident  of  the  same 
county;  Ernest,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Frederick.  The  mother  died  in  1878. 

Ernest  Vogelsang’s  education  was  greatly 
neglected  in  his  youth,  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  schools  in  Texas  during  his  youth. 
In  the  winter  of  18G1,  when  hostilities  had 
broken  out  between  the  Noidh  and  the  South,* 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Twentieth  Texas 
Infantry,  under  Captain  J.  N.  Daniel  and 
Colonel  Elmore.  The  command  was  organ- 
ized for  service  in  Virginia,  but  while  wait- 
ing  for  arms  the  Federals  appeared  on  the 
coast,  and  the  new  troops  were  oi'ilered  to 
the  defense  of  Galveston.  The  battle  of  that 
city  was  the  only  engagement  of  importance 
in  which  IMr.  Vogelsang  partici j)ated.  The 
coast  defense  was  afterward  continued,  and 
the  command  was  ivtained  from  Texas  service 
until  disbanding  at  Richmond,  in  l^Gb. 


From  that  time  until  18(59  Mr.  Vogelsang 
continued  fanning,  when  in  the  year  last 
named  he  embarked  in  mercliandising  with 
his  brother  Frederick  in  Austin  county.  They 
conducted  a successful  business  eight  years-  - 
closing  out  in  1877.  Six  years  later  Mr. 
\^ogelsang  purchased  about  3,9U0  acres  of 
land  in  iMilam  county,  in  partnershij)  with 
ids  brothel-,  paying  from  83.50  to  88  per 
acre,  and  latei-  added  to  this  purchase  until 
their  holdings  amounted  to  about  5,000  acres. 
Having  divided  their  lands,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  now  holds  in  his  own  name  about 
2,000  acres,  all  black  prairie  soil,  all  of  which 
is  fenced  and  about  300  acres  of  which  is  in 
cultivation.  He  handles  considerable  stock, 
principally  cattle.  A Democrat  in  politics, 
he  was  while  a resident  of  Austin  county  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  County  Commis- 
sioner. He  is  a member  of  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  Utdted  Workmen.  j\Ir.  Vogelsang 
married  in  1875,  Mary,  a daughter  of  Mr.  C. 
Wilkins,  and  by  this  marriage  has  had  one 
son,  Frederick. 

W\  M.  GILL,  County  Clerk  of  Milam 
County. — Men  of  intelligence,  force 
— * --  of  character  and  business  capacity 
need  no  factitious  introduction  to  public 
lavor.  They  win  that  favor  by  their  own 
merit,  and  by  their  merit  they  hold  it.  The 
subject  of  this  notice,  although  a resident  of 
Milam  county  but  little  more  than  ten  years, 
has  passed  the  half  of  that  time  in  one  of  the 
most  responsible  offices  in  the  county,  hav- 
ing been  called  to  it  and  retained  in  it  by  the 
free  choice  of  the  people.  Mr.  Gill  is  a na- 
tive of  .\labama,  born  in  the  county  of 
Lauren.'.  Marvh  7.  1847.  His  pai-cnts  moved 
during  hi>  inf.uicy  to  Pontotoc,  (^now  Lee) 
coiiuty,  .Mississippi,  and  in  that  county  his 
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earlier  ycai-s  wcm’C  spent.  In  J aniiary,  1S()2, 
before  lie  had  reached  Ids  iifteenth  year,  he 
enteied  the  Confederate  army,  enlisting  in 
Company  15,  f\irty-1irst  1\I  issis^ip])i  Heoi- 
ment,  Hindman’s  division.  Hood’s  corps. 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  for  three  yea r.s 
following  shared  the  varying  fortunes  of  that 
command.  He  saw'  service  in  IMi.ssissippi, 
Tentu'ssed,  Kentucky  and  Georgia,  taking 
]iart  in  seveiad  of  the  jirincipal  battles  of  the 
wai'.  His  initial  eimaLtement  was  Shiloh; 
after  that  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Perryville, 
Kentucky;  was  captured  at  Crab  Orchard, 
that  State,  in  November,  1802;  pai'oled  a 
month  later  at  Louisville;  suliseipiently 
joined  Van  Dorn’s  cavalry  and  served  with 
it  at  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  and  Spring 
Hill,  Tennessee;  then  I'ojoined  his  own  com- 
mand, with  which  he  entered  the  fiolit  at 
Chickamauga  and  was  with  it  at  IMissionary 
Ridge  and  in  all  the  other  engagements  of 
the  Georgia  campaign  down  to  Jonesboro. 
At  that  place  he  was  wounded  by  a severe 
gunshot  through  the  knees  on  August  Bi, 
1804,  and  was  disabled  from  further  service, 
spending  the  time  from  then  until  the  close 
of  the  war  in  hospitals  at  Thomaston  and 
Augusta,  Georgia.  Returning  to  Mississippi 
in  June,  1805,  he  took  up  his  residence  at 
Tupelo,  wdiere,  February  7,  1870,  he  married 
Miss  Ella  Roole,  daughter  of  William  Poole, 
of  Louisiana,  ami  a native  of  Pontotoc  county, 
that  State.  In  1874  ]\[r.  Gill  came  to  Te-\as, 
h. eating  in  Johnson  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  until  1882,  at  which  <late  he 
moved  to  Milam  county.  Fimm  1882  to 
18SS  he  rtvided  on  a farm  in  the  we>tcrn 
jiart  (d‘  thi,>  county  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuit.'.  In  November,  1S8S,  in  a "fiee- 
for-all cmite>t,  he  \vas  elected  C.mnly  Clerk 
id'  Milam  county.  Two  years  later  he  was 
re  (deeC'd  to  the  same  idlice  under  the  same 


conditions,  going  in  each  time  by  a safe  ma- 
jority.— 287  in  the  first  contest  and  423  in 
the  second  out  of  a vote  of  4,300.  In  the 
election  of  1802  he  was  the  nmular  nominee 
of  the  Demociatic  jiarty,  ami  as  such  was 
honored  again  with  the  oflice.  This  simple 
stateim  nt  of  the  facts  is  pi'ohably  the  best 
er  idence  that  can  be  given  of  his  efficiency  as 
a public  officer  and  of  the  estc'em  in  which  he 
is  hehl  as  a citizen.  The  office  of  county 
clerk,  as  every  one  knows,  is  an  important 
and  fairly  lucrative  one,  and  for  such  offices 
aspirants  are  never  wanting.  Mr.  Gill,  so 
far.  has  hehl  it  against  all  opposition,  and  in 
doing  so  he  has  created  no  unnecessary  enmi- 
ties nor  made  promises  which  he  has  not 
faithfully  kept.  He  is  a Democrat, — a be- 
liever not  only  in  the  principles  of  the  party, 
but  a stickler  for  Democratic  methods.  He 
has,  therefore,  never  scratched  the  ticket  nor 
given  recognition  to  any  man,  whatever  his 
I claims  or  pretensions,  unless  he  w'as  the  duly 
i accredited  representative  of  the  party.  He 
i is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  iMasonic  fra- 
ternity, to  which  of  each  orders  he  has,  since 
joining  them,  accorded  a generous  support. 
He  was  made  a Mason  at  Tupelo,  Mississippi, 
in  1809,  and  belongs  now  to  San  Andres 
' Lodge,  Ko.  107,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Cameron,  and 
to  Little  River  Chapter  of  the  same  place. 
He  was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
! and  continues  a member  of  the  same. 

' IMr.  Gill  is  one  of  eight  childi'en  born  to 
Charles  E.  and  Eliza  Gill.  His  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  William  Allen  Milam.  ISoth  par- 
ents were  boniin  Laurens  district.  South  Caro- 
lina. and  wei'c  reared  in  Laurens  eminty,  Ala- 
bama, te  which  their  piareuts  moved  in  pio- 
neer da\s.  Charles  E (fill,  accmnpanieil  by 
mo^t  ef  hi.'  family,  moved  to  d'exas  in  isO'J, 
and  now  lives  at  Newport,  Clay  county,  that 
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II ! STORY  OF  TRXAS. 


State.  iris  wife  died  there  in  1S8D,  in  tlie 

sixtj-tliii'd  year  uf  iier  aj^e.  She  was  a life- 

hjna  mem  her  uf  tlie  Preshy  teriaii  (diurch,  as 

is  also  her  siirvivinu'  Imshand.  Tlieir  ei<xht 

cliildi-en  are:  William  Monroe,  the  subject  of 

this  nutiee;  El izaheth,  now  deceased ; Thomas 

Samuel,  also  deceased  ; Charles  E.;  JohnM.; 

Susan;  Eliza,  deceased;  and  Kebecca.  All 

of  these  reached  maturity,  were  married  and 

had  families.  Those  livino-  arc  residents  of 

o 

of  this  State.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
married,  as  noted,  in  1807.  Ilis  wife  died 
February  12,  1890,  leaving  si.\  children: 
Clarence,  lloliert  Emmett,  Allie,  Sam,  Lizzie, 
ami  Mary. 

P.  JOUliDAN,  another  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  residino-  in  the 

O 

vicinity  of 'Sprinkle,  Travis  county, 
Texas,  is  deserving  of  some  personal  consider- 
ation on  the  pages  of  this  work.  Of  his  life 
and  parentage  we  make  the  following  record: 
Fred  and  Harriet  E.  (Bachman)  Jourdan, 
his  parents,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 
Mississippi  respectively,  were  married  in  the 
latter  State,  whence  they  soon  afterward 
moved  to  Alabama.  About  1847  they  came 
to  Texas,  and  lived  successively  in  Grimes, 
Washington  and  Bastrop  counties  before 
coming  to  Travis  county.  In  Travis  county 
they  took  up  their  abode  near  where  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  now  lives,  and  where  they 
sj)ent  the  rest  of  their  lives  and  died,  the 
mother  ])assing  away  March  27,  1881,  and 
the  father  October  14,  1887.  Their  family 
of  ten  children  are  as  follows:  Ilandet; 

George  W.  and  Mary  (’.,  deceased;  Sallie  E., 
wife  of  W.  L.  Giles,  Spi  inkle.  Texas ; Aman- 
da P>.,  widow  of  1).  B.  Peyton,  I )uval,  Travis 
county,  d'exas;  William,  deceased;  deunie  L., 
wife  of  d.  C.  Maxwell,  Austin,  Texas;  I.  B., 


also  near  Sprinkle,  same  State;  Z.  P.,  the 
subject  of  this  skahcli;  and  dulia  E,  wife  of 
O.  C.  Cato,  Miles  City,  Montana. 

I Z.  P.  doui’dan  was  boni  in  Pastrop  county , 
Texas,  March  29,  1854,  and  when  (juite 
j young  caitie  with  his  ])arents  t(j  Travis 
j county,  where  ho  has  since  lived.  He  was 
I married  in  Mai'ch,  1885,  to  iMargaret  B. 
j Daugherty,  daughter  of  John  and  Melinda 
j ( Pnrt)  Daugherty,  both  of  Irish  descent.  Her 
' father  was  born  in  Lincoln  county.  North 
Carolina,  in  1830,  ami  in  1852  came  to 
Texas,  beiim'  now  one  of  the  substantial 
fixrmers  of  Travis  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jourdan  have  one  child,  Edward  Eugene. 

Mr.  Jourdan  has  400  acres  of  land,  330  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  utilized  for 
diversified  crops,  cotton  being  his  chief 
production.  This  property  is  located  nine 
miles  north  of  Austin. 

Fraternally,  Mr.,  Jourdan  is  an  Odd  Fel- 
low atid  a member  of  the  AVoodmen  of  the 
A7orld,  and  politically  is  a Democrat. 

ILLIAM  M.  DUNSON,  an  enter- 
prising and  successful  farmer,  and  a 
leading  man  in  his  community,  has 
an  attractive  rural  home  northeast  of  Austin. 

Mr.  Dunson  was  born  in  Alabama,  Decem- 
ber 20,  1842,  son  of  Sanford  AV.  and  Martha 
(Faubis)  Dunson.  Soon  after  his  Inrth  his 
parents  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  Mrs. 
Dunson  died,  in  1844.  The  family  then  i-e- 
moved  to  Mississippi  and  located  in  Tippah 
county,  where  they  lived  until  1855.  That 
year  the  father  and  one  brother  came  to 
Texas,  settlino'  in  Travis  county,  in  the  same 
neiorhborhood  in  which  AVilliam  M.  now 
resides,  about  eight  miles  northeast  of  Aus- 
tin.  Here,  in  1858,  tin.*  father  was  mari-ied 
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ngaiii  to  Afiss  Sarah  I'haikin,  and  here  lie 
Sj)ent  the  I'e.^t  of  his  life,  dyino  in  the  lattoi’ 
part  uf  .lulv,  18()S.  1 1 is  wife  died  several 

years  later.  He  had  four  children  hy  his 
Krst  wife,  namely;  EdmomJ,  wlio  died  at  the 
aoe  of  six  years;  Jefferson,  who  died  at  the 
aoe  of  two;  William  M.,  whose  name  laaids 
this  sketch;  -lames  K.  1*.,  who  lived  to  man- 
hood and  sei'ved  in  the  Fourth  Texas  Infan- 
try. in  Vii-ginia,  during  the  last  three  years 
of  the  Civil  wai',  and  who  sickened  and  died 
the  year  following  his  return  home.  The 
second  family  consisted  of  three  children, 
one  of  whom  is  living,  -Luella,  wife  of 
Angus  McKean, - living  sixteen  miles  east 
of  Austin  in  Travis  county.  Sanford  AV. 
Dunson  was  a farmer  hy  occupation  and  was 
a man  of  great  industry  and  good  business 
ability.  From  various  causes,  however,  he 
never  accumulated  much  property. 

William  M.  Dunson  was  reared  in  Texas, 
and  was  eighteen  years  old  when  the  war 
came  on.  lie  enlisted  as  a private  in  Com- 
pany G,  Sixth  Texas  Infantry,  Rhodes  Fish- 
ei'.  Captain.  Ilis  service  was  chiefly  in  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  lie  was  captured  at 
the  fall  of  Ai-kansas  Post,  together  with  his 
entii'e  command,  and  was  taken  to  Spring- 
field,  Illinois,  where  he  was  kept  a prisoner 
for  three  months.  He  was  exchanged  at  East 
Point.  Shortly  afterward  his  regiment  was 
consolidated  with  the  Tenth  and  Fifteenth, 
and  was  known  as  the  Sixth,  Tenth  and 
Fifteenth  Consolidated  Regiment.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  engagements  at  Chickamanga 
and  Mission  Ridge,  and  was  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  never  missing  a day  from  duty. 
He  was  also  in  the  battles  nf  Fi-anklin  and 
Nashville.  Mr.  Dunson  was  Corporal  up  to 
tlie  time  of  tlu*  Ixenesaw  mountain  fiidit, 
after  which  he  was  elected  f'irst  Lieutenant, 
and,  the  company  being  without  a captain,  he 


had  command  of  it  aftei'  that.  He  led  the 
company  in  the'  charge  at  Franklin,  and  was 
in  the  thickest  of  the  floht.  Seven  times 
he  was  struck  with  halls.  One  cut  Ir.s  haver- 
sack and  canteen  sti'imr,  another  hniised  his 

O 

thigh,  and  another  grazed  his  cheek.  After 
that  he  went  around  into  North  Carolina,  and 
had  a small  engagement  at  Sj)riug  Hill.  He 
sui'i'endercd  at  G rcensborough. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Dunson  returned  to 
Texas,  and  has  since  made  his  home  in  Trav- 
is county.  He  settled  on  his  pre.^ent  farm 
in  -lanuai'y,  1873,  this  being  all  wild  land  at 
the  time  he  purchased  it,  and  its  present 
development  being  due  to  his  well  directed 
efforts.  He  has  102  acres  in  his  home  farm, 
and  118  aci'os  located  on  the  creek  below. 

Mr.  Dunson  was  married  December  17, 
1805,  in  Travis  county, .to  Margaret  Tweedle. 
who  was  horn  in  Arkansas,  daughter  of 
Fielding  and  Sarah  (Chaney)  Tweedle,  and 
who  came  to  Travis  county,  Texas,  in  1803. 
They  have  had  four  children;  Mollie,  Leona, 
Luella,  and  Ada.  Mollie,  the  oldest  daugh- 
ter, married  Thomas  Blanton,  and  is  now 
decea.sed.  Mr.  Dunson  has  also  a niece  in 
his  home  circle,  whom  he  is  rearing. 

lie  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  iden- 
tified with  the  different  farmers’  organiza- 
tions of  the  county.  He  is  a Steward  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  In  political,  social  and 
religious  circles  he  takes  a leading  part,  and 
is  highly  esteemed  hy  all  who  know  him. 


OHN  E.  FLINN. — It  is  safe  to  say  that 
there  is  Tiot  an  intelligent,  patriotic 
American  of  to-day  whose  ancestry  runs 
hack  into  the  early  settled  families  of  this 
counti-y.  hut  I’cgrets  the  mcaagerness  of  his 
knowledge  touching  his  ancestral  history,  and 
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who  lias  not  tVeijiiontly  expressed  tlie  wi,-?li 
that  his  forefathers  liad  taken  the  time,  even 
in  tlie  midst  of  tlieir  pressing'  duties  as  |>io- 
neers,  to  set  down  for  the  henelit  id'  posterity 
some  facts  relative  to  their  settlement  on  tliis 
continent.  With  most  of  us  the  history  of 
our  peojile  is  slirouded  in  the  impenetrable 
mists  of  the  past,  what  little  that  has  de- 
scended to  us  being  only  a mattei-  of  tradi- 
tion. Speaking  from  this  source  the  follow- 
ing statement,  preliminary  to  what  is  said  of 
Mr.  Flinn  personally,  ma}' Jje  made: 

The  stock  from  which  he  descended  came 
originally  from  Scotland,  Ireland  and  En- 
gland, or,  broadly  speaking,  from  the  Ilritish 
isles.  His  father,  Alexander  Flinn,  was  born 
in  Mecklenburg  county.  North  Carolina,  in 
1809,  and  was  a son  of  Alexander  Flinn,  who 
was  born  in  Maryland  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  last  century.  The  elder  Flinn  migrated 
when  a young  man  to  North  Carolina,  where 
he  married,  settled  on  a farm  and  became  a 
planter  of  considerable  means,  lie  served  in 
the  early  wars  of  tlie  country,  and  as  tradi- 
tion has  it  was  an  industrious,  public-spirited, 
patriotic  gentleman.  He  had  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  but  one  of  whom  became 
grown,  married  and  raised  families.  The  re- 
lifdous  connection  of  the  family  was  with  the 

4/ 

Presbyterian  Church,  and,  as  was  the  custom 
half  to  three-quarters  of  a century  ago,  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  this  family  were  reared 
to  a strict  observance  of  all  the  ordinances 
and  practices  of  the  church.  One  of  the 
sons,  William,  became  a minister  of  this 
church,  and  was  known  at  Milledgevdle, 
Georgia,  and  in  later  life  in  Louisiana,  in 
connection  with  his  work  in  the  ministry  in 
these  States. 

.Mexunder  Flinn,  the  father  of  John  E.,  of 
this  ai'ticle,  was  reared  in  his  native  State. 
North  Carolina,  and  at  about  the  age  of 


twenty-one  emigrated  to  Alabama,  taking  up 
hi.^  i•esideIu•e  iu  Dallas  county,  where  he 
married  ,lane  War,  and  having  accumulated 
some  means  settled  down  to  fanning,  at 
which  he  was  moderately  succes.^ful  through- 
out life.  He  was  the  owner  of  a few  slaves, 
and  lived  in  the  pleasant,  comfortable  style 
of  the  respectable,  well-to-do  ])lanters  of  n/rA’- 
bellum  days.  He  died  in  1804.  His  wife 
died  in  1850.  Both  were  of  a quiet,  domes- 
tic turn,  greatly  devoted  to  their  home  and 
their  children,  and  performed  their  various 
duties  acceptably  and  died  in  the  esteem  and 
good  will  of  those  among  whom  they  had 
lived.  Their  six  children  were:  Margaret, 

who  now  makes  her  home  with  her  brother; 
John  E.,  of  this  article;  liobert  L.,  who  is 
now  a farmer  of  Montgomery  county,  Ala- 
bama; Mary,  who  married  Ira  Beeman,  and 
resides  in  Hunt  county,  this  State;  James  L., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty;  and  Helen, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

John  E.  Fli.nn,  of  this  article,  was  born  in 
Butler  county,  Alabama,  August  15,  1810, 
in  which  county  he  was  also  reared.  His 
early  years  were  spent  in  felling  timber, 
hewing  and  chopping,  grubbing  and  splitting 
rails,  flailing  wheat  and  husking  corn,  attend- 
ing  apple-cuttings,  spelling  bees,  and  in  other 
rustic  labors  and  diversions.  Opportunities 
for  education  in  the  local  schools  were  then 
not  so  attractive  or  valuable  as  now,  but  such 
as  they  were  it  was  his  privilege  to  avail 
himself  of  them,  and  after  mastering  the 
rudiments  of  the  common  branches  in  the 
little,  old,  log  schoolhouse,  he  was  placed  at 
Orion  Academy,  in  Bike  county,  where  he 
had  completed  about  half  the  course  when 
his  scholastic  training  was  brought  to  an  ab- 
rujit  and  emphatic  close  by  the  opening  of 
the  late  war.  He  entered  the  ('onfederate 
anny  early  in  1801,  enlisting  in  Company  K, 


M ’ , 


I,. 

\ 

•t.  1 
t. 


ri  lMl  *%u  lS\mv^\VI 


>1  -411111111/.  ..I  ' . iiMii 

^ I *lll|l  'll  I li'  I (l«  1 1 D an  . Ill 

" . ' ' ''  ' «<i»  ,tnJi  uiii’l, 

(’  !■  II  I 4 t i|.,|  1 , ||  ,,.1,  , 

' ' |I  (.n  all#,'  <11*  ill  ■ I ' 

• ' I il  ' • i,  <1  II I I 1^1  I 111  1 

' .1  pi  II  I ,|l  ^ I ■ ■ li|i#i 

-1  I-  ■ ‘i.-  I - ■ I li, 
I ■ ' 1*  ' , • h 1 .1  ' 


I 11 

■ t I I'-  I 

■M»  I . !■  Ml  /!,■ 

•J  ' ',#M  Ml!  -#i»i  l| 

' ' ' I '•  i« 


.H'lll'  1 1 
1 V •«'»l  fjl  I . 

’ **H»lt*l 

li'l#!) 


■I  111  'I  ' ,|i|  1 .1,  HKlf  •ll|■.•l 

' f I .1.1 : ’ . ^ 1 ;|  r 1 «i|lj  ^ M 

• I'  " 7r.-|,|(^-^  I ,|>]i*  i„#l,«J|)  i,-  . 

' * I < l ;iii  ;,..i  11#/  ,'iiiiliwf 

' #'•  ” ' ' Ml-  1 ' iilll  ,)| 

" # I *u  nM  ■ I -I'H'  vit  ii 

riiMliit  Id  : w>ib 

'■■I  . 1 1 ■.('  1,  1 ■[ 

,.,i'^iii  M ii  »ili«<i\  iiifliiM 

I I J-.,,  i.|l  (iji ■ fy\ 

\ ' ' <>  liMlVjS  .•lii-iV^  itinfl 

I'm  i|>  I'l  „-;iii.|.jOi1;f  Jim,  ,^UiVfl‘,l 

1 !"i.'  •usi.  i»vil  i)  ‘j/iiil/ift  i 
' ' »iir"i(  * .'M  • ' Mn  ^lijiji,  Mil, 

. il  '1  I'lli.  1 il  ill  ‘i.  »3||’t 

■ ill'll.,  ii'ii  ' ,ii  I 111  •i.iOivi’l  |i43  |i  1 

• • ' " • • I' ' I li.  / I 1 I I 111;  i ■Jji  1.1  fit II 

■ ' ■"’*  ’'J|l  'j  , 1 * 

1 ' ll  I I 1 U'"M4l,'i! 

> .1,1,  I i.,  ■ l|.,,|l,  I |,|l  I 

1 " • idi  -^iii  ii;.\  ^ il.jti 

' 1 <•  • ‘I  , .•  li  , f,  lull  d I 

1 -i'  1 1 I 1 II  I,  . 'ii'i'ij iiii»'j  ii«iil 

I 1.  1 i;  ' ,1.  ..■.'i  ii#nl  -»i i.i.Iiiilii*  «»it 

Il'i'.'H  ■ I'  #|‘  .,‘■*1  l|,l||i^1,-,  I I'HiJ  )l|l*'! 

/.•'.'(ill  • jt!l  t'  ' 11"  I'M  ilhi  I|t» 

».'.'<III  1 » 111  .jiiluii/rii  ,la#'J  Ml  yiim 


•ti  t'w  olii  Mill  aij+l  oiN# 

<tf4/'.>  nH,*  t*#ij<ii1  (fi4if  •I'wli^Vov't  aal  tuih 

•iij  »#i  ^ lU’imj  U<»#lj  W»  tHi.iim  vt(}  n| 

. j(ii<ltrti^  'ill  ittlMirwiI  iiU  ifil  ti /.Mill  ^iiii  (It 

■ III!  U|  I||*|(|1  ||  Ifv  '(•♦(Il  <v|  «|‘!'liJriMHM 

^ii  yiuliii.l  mil  «II|  III  )«4IM|  ilti  // 

••'(imi-.itf.vjiiii  .,,11  M,  ('ilii'vniU  *1  ff{<]uMi|  iMo 

'llll  )l  It  l.’llil  lllllw  ,1,0  ly  ijAlfll 

.1  It  ,'  III  IDIJJ.III  II  /;iii.  mn  n.l  all  o!  MjiUiX** 
'■'I. Ill)  ml'  '•..■■UlUH  III)  <;;l.- 1 AltKj6  , lUuil 

<«'  li  /i  ! till)  Hi  tq 

1 11.  I ni^tiw  mtiri  nil 

'•“HI  (MlixiiO.  i(l  Hil  il'iiiti#  ii.i#)^^ -'hHTH ’)7)fr  ’• 

•I'.l  tjnrt  ("imntl  j ipiiil 
il  iiii.l  iij,)  iitiin*l  ij^iiiiiti'imp  /^tfe  iHii) 

'*ii-  .miuH  '(iiI»u*x«>I a .imilai  altl 
ill  ."I  iioi/ij  (hiK>'4  .fJtiuu'i  siiiJtiij|io«J£  111 
tn'lttO/.Ml/i  1ft  MtM  it  *AP  b{^,908l 
u 1.1"  '"i;i#|  9f<!  ot  bnjilyi*l4  ni  meal  «r#/ 

Ui»aniiui'  i"i)  I it>{>i»  ofiT  l*ll  ixtti 

iwitw  ,«iiilmf).)  thnol'l  1)1  tuBirt  |(4uirr(  « m»riw 

« . 111- Hill  tiHM  iniiil  • ,{p  ,Uiir?Kti«  oif 

III  f *i‘#t#M  i||J  «iti><iiu  :>(4lrio^bilfi3  )#;• 
ilnu’t;  II-  lift#.  ./TlftiMV)  ntif  III  riTiMV  iliai  »i{i 
,/Mtii  iii(a  <(il(f(ifj  .fljion  luMbfii  n«  Hirw  Ji  ittif  aciS 
I ifji  xi4iii  Tiriil  Ivurf  till  &Ui4tKJiK][ 

'iit(nu#4ij  iIkiiIt#  )(/  'irlM  lifil  U*  ^anattlv^Maih 
01  luf'l'  ./f*jlliii  *.1  LiViU-t  Ima  b^iTiiAiii 
-uf.i  Jtlv#  xwff  'ijj.iirf  *||J  Ministmoao  aor»}^}I 
tmiJcii'i  (iiii  #»</#  i-ii  buj?  jlyindvi  .;Ah«Jvtj«tan*l 
•' ^t  ‘^iuJitii-:i  • 1ft  uf  liail 

iHmy  i^iu  #i  '(liiiia?  »ltii  1ii  l'«4  raon 

I'VittmtUvni  »><iji  ia,i-i*,i  tail'd, (jJ 

tiM*  ! 1 niiO  tl.niji'la  luO  Jo  ‘-4jJri4i<|  Uut 
' I*  U>  t(ij«fiiiiii  « noiiiowf  .fTfJiUllW  ,«(Hja 
,*>  t'  ' ijilioililA  ir  n '/oirJ  i^w  bfw  4i»vtiia 

''  It,  •'lil  nnJfci  tti  tift*  tHi^filOrJ 

"i  pt*ltiiiit  'll! I ni  Jno#'  (tiji  tllJyi  i«4>iJ9aaiiO0 
'1|1  J Milftl  1ft -niM^I  «itJ  jrihir-i  IvltnA?.*)! A 

.iMitfe  ftltJUfi  »I4  (1  b.rixy'l  .V.i/  ,yLoJ^)^  HtitJ 

1ft  VJ4"  tiiM  Jiftft  ft  lA  biiM  |fii|U(/xa'J  lUwTl 


£iCCi 


HISTORY  OF  ri'JXAS. 


TwcMity-secuiid  Aliil):iiii:i  Intantiy.  With  tin's 
coiiiiiiiiiid  he  (nilei'cd  ^V^ith(■^b'  di\  ision.  and 
was  in  active  lield  fervicc  until  after  the  hat- 
tie  of  Shiloh,  when  he  was  li'ansferred  to  the 
(Quartermaster's  dejiartment,  and  sei'ved  in 
this  department  durin<^  the  I'cmainder  of  the 
war.  He  was  with  his  command  at  the  gen- 
eral surrender  at  (ireenshoro,  North  Carelina, 
in  April,  1805,  and  thus  witnessed  the  last  of 
that  great  and  sanguinary  conllict. 

lieturning  to  Montgomery  county,  Ala- 
bama, he  spent  about  eighteen  months  thei'e, 
wlien,  in  the  winter  of  18I3G,  he  came  to 
Texas.  lie  made  his  first  stop  in  this  State 
in  liobertson  county,  and  being  still  unmar- 
ried and  the  possessor  of  !)Ut  small  means,  he 
took  employment  as  ovei-seer  for  C.  F.  Salter, 
who  then,  as  now,  owned  large  planting  in- 
terests in  the  Frazos  bottoms,  lie  i-emained 
in  Robertson  county  and  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Salter  for  twelve  years,  when,  having 
saved  his  earnings  and  increased  them  very 
materially  by  judicious  investment  in  stock, 
he  came  to  Milam  county  and  purchased  500 
acres  of  land,  on  which  he  settled  three  years 
later  and  has  there  since  resided.  lie  has 
added  400  acres  to  his  original  purchase,  and 
now  has  his  entire  holdings  fenced  and  300 
acres  in  cultivation.  In  this  farm  i\tr.  Flinn 
has  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  in  the 
county.  It  lies  in  the  famous  “ black  waxy 
belt,”  and  yields  in  accordance  with  the  well- 
known  productiveness  of  that  belt.  The  yield 
of  this  place  in  1891  was  143  bales  of  cotton, 
and  in  1892  165  bales,  besides  sufficient  small 
grain  to  run  the  farm.  The  feeding  of  beef 
cattle  has  been  one  of  the  items  of  revenue 
on  this  farm  for  three  or  four  years  past,  and 
a pi'olitable  business  has  been  done  in  this 
line. 

In  1809  Mr.  l''linn  manhed  Miss  Catherine 
Ails,  a daughtei'  of  Thomas  Ails,  then  re-  i 


siding  at  ^r^■an.  this  State,  but  originally 
from  I.oui.'iana.  where  Mrs.  I'linn  was  born, 
hei'  pai'i-nt,'  nnn  ing  to  Texas  in  1800.  Mr. 
and  .Ml'S.  Flinn  had  four  children:  llei'tha, 

who  is  now  the  wife  of  1 >r.  Morris  Ilrewer, 
of  Clarkson,  Milam  county;  Kdward  A.,  (.ilen 
and  Thomas,  -the  last  named  dying  in  1881, 
in  which  year  i\Irs.  Flinn  also  died. 


.AVID  jor^Es,  .Justice  of  the  I\*ace  of 
I Frecirict  No.  1,  Travis  county,  was 
born  in  Greenville  county.  South 
Carolin  i,  March  25,  1826,  a son  of  'William 
and  Nancy  (McNeely)  .lones, of  Welsh  and 
Irish  descent.  The  family  came  to  this  country 
early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  locating  first 
near  Fetersburg,  Virginia.  The  gi'eat-grand- 
father  of  our  subject  moved  to  Mecklenburg, 
North  Carolina  and  latei' to  Green  ville  county. 
South  Carolina,  where  he  lived  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  grandfather,  Rich- 
ard Jones,  was  a boy  at  the  time  of  that 
war,  and  carried  provisions  to  his  father  in 
the  army.  He  married  and  raised  his  family 
ill  Greenville  county,  as  did  also  the  father 
of  our  subject,  and  the  old  homestead  still 
remains  in  the  Jones  family,  owned  by  a 
nephew  of  Mr.  .Tones.  AVilliam  Jones  was 
born  in  ISUl,  and  was  married  in  his  native 
county,  March  25,  1825,  to  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  who  was  born  and  raised  by  Irish 
parents  in  Greenville  county.  Her  father, 
Sims  McNeely,  married  a Miss  Simms.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jones  had  five  children:  David, 

our  subject;  Richard  i\I.,  deceased;  Sarah  E., 
wife  of  Feter  llaldwin,  of  Kerr  county, 
Texas;  Elvira,  decea.'ed;  and  .John  W.,  of 
'Woodruff,  South  Ckirolina.  The  jiarents  both 
died  in  South  Carolina,  the  mother  in  1877, 
and  the  father  in  1883. 
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David  .loiK's  was  raised  in  Ids  native  [daee, 
and  at  the  a^e  of  twentv-two  years,  in  1847, 
went  to  Favc'tte  county,  M i.-sissijipi,  whei'e 
lie  was  einniired  in  fannin<r  and  tcachino 
school  live  years.  Jlc  then  returned  to  South 
Cai-olina,  and  two  years  later,  iji  185o,  came 
on  a jirospecting  tour  to  Texas,  but  at  the 
end  of  the  following  two  years,  again  re- 
turned to  his  native  State,  In  1857  he 
located  on  his  present  farm  in  Travis  county, 
on  the  Colorado  river,  twelve  miles  from 
Austin,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Mr. 
Jones  first  purchased  (!53  acres  of  land,  but 
has  since  sold  100  acres  of  that  tract,  and 
now  has  250  acres  of  his  place  under  culti- 
vation. 

March  8,  1858,  in  Travis  county,  our  sub- 
ject was  united  in  marriage  with  Jaretta  C. 
Gilbert,  and  they  had  several  children,  only 
one  of  whom  still  survives,  N.  Y.,  who  re- 
sides near  his  father.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  October  14,  1809.  Mr.  Jones  was  again 
married,  March  7,  1871,  to  Fannie  Millwee, 
who  was  born  and  raised  in  Anderson,  South 
Carolina,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sophia 
(Brewster)  Millwee,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  Our  subject 
and  wife  had  one  child,  Millwee,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  months.  Mr.  Jones  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party;  is  a Iloyal  Arch 
]\Iason,  and  King  of  the  Chapter;  and  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Jones 
is  of  member  of  the  Fresbyterian  Church. 


N.  STIFFS,  a farmei-  and  stock- raiser 
of  Williamson  county,  was  born  in 
^ Tennessee,  in  1841,  a stm  of  Seaboni  i 
Stiles,  a native  also  of  that  State.  The  father 


subsc(|Ucntly  mox'ed  t(j  Missouri,  ami  iu 
1819  came  to  Brushy  ci'eek,  Texas,  where 
he  engaged  in  agiicultui’al  pursuits,  lie  was 
a consistent  meml)er  of  the  Methodist 
Chni-ch.  Mr.  Stiles  mariicd  liebccca  New- 
ton, a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  they  had 
five  childi'en,  viz.:  Jane,  J.  E.,  Edward, 

deceased  when  young,  F.  N.  and  Mai’gaiet. 
For  his  second  wife,  the  father  married 
Kebecca  C.  Moore,  daughter  of  Asa  ]\[oore. 
They  had  three  children:  J.  L.,  Asa  and 
Kebecca  Clementine.  Mr.  Stiles  died  in 
1874. 

F.  N.  Stiles,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
w'as  taken  by  his  parents  to  Missouri  when 
one  year  old.  At  the  age  of  seven  years,  in 
December,  1849,  he  landed  in  Brushy,  Milam 
county,  Texas,  where  he  grew  to  years  of 
maturity.  He  subsequently  engaged  iu  the 
cattle  trade  with  his  brother,  J.  E.,  and  in 
1859  they  moved  their  stock  to  Coleman 
county.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war 
they  were  compelled  to  enter  the  service  to 
protect  the  frontier,  served  through  the  en- 
tire struggle,  and  afterward  assisted  in  pro- 
tecting property  from  Indians  and  Mexicans. 
In  May,  1869,  Mr.  Stiles  started  to  California 
with  the  remnant  of  their  stock,  also  buying 
a number  of  head  on  credit,  and  they  then 
had  2,238  head  of  beef  cattle.  He  spent 
eighteen  months  on  the  trip,  and  during  that 
time  was  also  engaged  in  looking  for  a loca- 
tion to  rebuild  his  fortune.  After  traveling 
over  thirteen  States  he  concluded  to  return 
to  Texas.  In  company  with  his  brother,  Mr. 
Stiles  now  owns  10,000  acres  of  land,  500 
acres  of  which  is  cultivated,  has  1,100  head 
of  graded  cattle  and  a number  of  hor.^es  and 
mules.  Each  brother  has  a homestead  iu- 
dependent  of  the  company  business.  They 
1 also  own  about  900  acres  in  other  i)artsof  the 
I country. 
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Mr.  Stiles  was  married  February  24-,  1875, 
to  j\Iiss  iMariiia  F.  Tliomas,  a daughter  of 
.lames  Tliomas,  a native  of  Alabama,  where 
lie  also  died.  J\Irs.  Stiles  came  to  Te.xas 
with  her  ^ramlmother  and  uncle.  Our  sub- 
ject and  wife  liave  si.x  cliildren:  Frarjcis  E., 
Villa,  Ueo;ina,  Lois,  James  Oran  and  Cecil. 
Politically,  Mix  Stiles  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  religiously,  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

DAXIEL  EDWAPcDS,  a 
v/uZ  farmer  of  Travis  county, 

^ is  a son  of  Joseph  E.  Edwards,  who 
was  born  in  Guilford  county.  North  Caro- 
lina, in  1792.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, a member  of  the  Quaker  Cliurch,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  liis  native  county  May 
11,  1871.  Ilis  parents,  .Joshua  and  Mary 
(Bond)  Edwards,  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and 
came  to  America  with  a colony  of  Friends, 
locating  in  North  Carolina.  The  mother  of 
our  subject,  nee  Mary  Ann  Edwards,  was 
also  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Susana  (Andres) 
Edwards,  of  Scotch  and  Irish  descent.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Edwards  were  married 
in  1820,  and  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren: Bishop,  deceased,  was  a resident  of 

North  Carolina;  John  E.,  a farmer  in  that 
State;  Thomas,  of  tlie  same  place;  .lames, 
who  was  killed  at  tlie  battle  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  in  the  Confederate  Army;  Joseph 
E.,a  resident  of  Nortli  Carolina. 

William  D.  Edwards,  tlie  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  iu  North  Carolina,  in  1833. 
At  the  acre  of  fourteen  years  he  was  em- 

O c 

ployed  as  salesman  for  Dowler  V Co.,  for  six 
years,  where  he  remained  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war;  went  thence  to  Greens-  I 


lioro,  and  thei’e  enlisteil  iu  the  Second  North 
Carolina  Cavalry,  uudei'  Colonel  Andus  and 
Captain  Nelson.  He  served  iu  Lee’s  army, 
participating  in  all  its  hard-fought  battles. 
After  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  cmgaged 
in  the  stock  business  in  Texas,  and  in  18(19 
located  in  Travis  county, on  Gilliland’s  creek, 
three  miles  west  of  Manor.  In  November, 
1892,  he  located  on  his  present  place,  where 
lie  now  o.vns  2,009  acres  of  land,  500  acres 
of  which  is  cultivated.  Mr.  Edwards  also 
owns  large  tracts  of  town  property. 

In  1870  our  suliject  was  united  in  mar- 
riarre  with  Susanna  Jester,  a daimliter  of  Jehu 
and  Catie  (Huff)  Jester,  natives  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, but  both  now  deceased.  The  father 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a Deacon 
in  the  Baptist  Church.  Ilis  parents,  Isaac 
and  Susanna  (Stockley)  Jester,  were  also  na- 
tives of  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jehu  Jes- 
ter had  three  children:  Joseph,  who  died  in 
eastern  Texas;  Stephen,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Confederate  army,  in  east  Tennessee; 
and  Susanna,  born  in  1828,  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  Mr.  Edwards  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order.  Mrs.  Edwards  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

El  L.  ANTONY. — The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a native  of  Georgia,  of  which 

I State  his  parents,  JMil  ton  and  Margaret 

F.  Davis,  were  also  natives.  The  father  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Septemlier  2C, 
1824,  and  the  mother  in  Morgan  county, 
August  11,  1833.  The  parents  were  married 
in  Morgan  county, Georgia,  February  0,  1849. 
Milton  Antony  was  a son  of  ]\Iilton  .Vntouy, 
and  both  were  }diysicians.  The  elder  Antony 
was  an  eminent  memlier  of  his  profession. 
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being  for  youi's  editor  of  the  Southern  Medi- 
cal ,lournal  of  Augusta  and  dean  of  tlie  fac- 
ulty of  tlie  Georgia  ]\Iedical  Journal  of  Au- 
gusta, of  wliicli  lie  was  one  of  the  founders. 
He  died  in  183U,  of  yellow  fever,  making  his 
life  the  last  ottering  to  a profession  which  he 
had  long  adorned.  He  left  a scholarship  to 
each  of  his  sons  in  the  institution  with  which 
he  was  connected,  six  of  whom  availed  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  and  became  regulai- 
jiracticing  physicians.  Milton,  after  taking 
a literary  course  in  Mercer  University,  then 
at  Penfield,  gradated  in  medicine  at  the 
Georgia  Medical  College  in  1845,  and  from 
that  date  until  1859  practiced  his  profession 
in  Burke  county,  his  native  State.  He  came 
to  Texas  in  the  last  named  year  and  was  a 
resident  first  of  Columbia,  Brazoria  county, 
then  of  Cameron,  and  later  Bockdale,  Milam 
county,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan- 
uary 25,  1885.  His  life  was  devoted  to  the 
practice  of  medicine,  in  which  lie  met  with 
reasonable  financial  success  and  did  a vast 
amount  of  good  for  his  fellow  man,  being  ac- 
counted among  his  neighbors  and  associates 
in  the  profession  an  excellent  physician.  His 
widow  is  still  living,  an  estimable  lady,  a de- 
scendant of  an  old  and  honorable  family  of 
middle  Georgia,  daughter  -of  Milton  Grant 
Davis,  who  was  a prosperous  planter  of  ante- 
bellum days  and  cousin  of  ex-Governor 
Hubbard  of  this  State. 

Edwin  LeRoy  Antony,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  only  surviving  child  of  Milton 
and  Margaret  F.  Antony,  and  was  born  in 
Burke  county,  Georgia,  January  5,  1852. 
His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  at  Colum- 
bia, this  State,  iu  theschoolsof  which  place  he 
received  his  early  education.  He  attended 
Austin  College  at  Huntsville  and  the  old 
military  institution  at  Bastrop,  linishing  at 
tile  I'niversity  of  Georgia,  at  which  he  grad- 


uated in  1873,  after  a four  years’  course.  »lle 
read  law,  and  January  8,  1874,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Cameron,  where  he  at  once  took 
up  the  jiractice  and  has  since  steadily  fol- 
lowed it. 

Mr.  Antony  has  won  some  distinction  in 
his  profession,  having  shown  an  aptitude  for 
it  far  beyond  that  possessed  by  the  average 
practitioner.  He  has  been  busy  also  in  poli- 
tics ami  has  lieen  honored  several  times  with 
office.  He  was  elected  County  Attoniey  of 
Milam  county,  in  February,  1870,  which 
position  he  held  until  November,  1878,  dis- 
charging the  duties  acceptably  to  the  people. 
At  the  spring'  term  of  the  Milam  County 
District  Court  in  1870,  Hon.  W.  E.  Collard 
being  absent  from  his  court  on  account  of 
serious  illness,  Mr.  Antony  was  elected  by 
the  members  of  the  bar  as  Special  District 
Judge  and  held  the  term  of  court.  More  than 
sixty  cases,  civil  and  criminal,  were  disposed 
of,  with  many  trials,  and  so  satisfactory  were 
the  proceedings  to  the  people  and  the  bar 
that  only  one  appeal  was  taken,  and  that  case 
was  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court.  In 
June,  1892  Mr.  Antony  received  the  Demo- 
cratic nomination  for  Congress  from  Roger 
Q.  Mills’  old  district  and  was  elected  to  the 
seat  in  the  Lower  House  made  vacant  by  that 
distinguished  gentleman’s  promotion  to  the 
Senate.  Mr.  Antony’s  term  in  this  position 
was  too  short  to  enable  him  to  make  much 
reputation,  but,  so  far  as  he  enjoyed  oppor- 
, tunity,  he  showed  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents  and  associates  in  Con- 
! giess  that,  due  allowance  being  made  for 


was  a worthy  successor  of  Texas’  great  com- 
moner. 

Mr.  Antony  is  a stanch  Democrat  and  has 
done  his  party  good  service  both  in  council 
i and  on  the  public  platform.  He  is  a re,ady 


HO 


Oi.li.i  Mr.t  . ..»U  ,»{r«|  ,ti  !<<*»(•  f M?->W  V<H  V«  iMifrt  10l  I/Ullixl 

■ v tlni’  •»  ( V , . I <' 1 /ii  umaI  U««  ,w*t  K#'>i  ( :t‘)  'nji  Ut  UN>ri<  iii<d  A U> 


!..1 


:*  h j 
V >i. 


3i»  IMMI 


> *n  M>|i  V'tl  I •<  A 1<* 


•'It  lnpffvt|£  nl3|!io»*‘  -iill  Kj  vjtir  g..J 

• i«  . (if*»  « i oi  ’ iiii  MMir  ‘ifl  thhiff 


•>i 


’■'(  »>■,(? 

n'liuis  tIA 


•'  xivtil  »(t  tialb  tiJX 

“I  f f>df  |j)H 

t,...  ,inr(.--.MVj  4\.t  1 ui  (]|lri«<'f«il.>if;Mi  m tUl  «1]  J.urtOtl-  Lflli 


/ 


I • 

i «|i 


I I ■,  I , 

..  ly  M I 
I«l  ■ |»/.*)|  ' 


■'  ' til*’  .•»!  I 
iH 

' ■*  l»f.  ' I/. 

■|i  )■“»(■•(  .-I  a ^ 


I I 


Ml 


I 1 

r'".’  if/  4i»ri  .ih. 

'*  ’*)'  I 4- 1 ‘11.1  'l.!"  u I •*)(  Ol  ■»• 'I,  “i' 

1 I ’ •'  •!()  mU  1|i»i1  I’l'Ul  M\  lilt 

•I’ Ii'tt'  li  ' i'»  .11  •*tio  yijf Jti 

« 

• ■•  l'M<*  '(  7*liMi.  ,1  • 

M ' it  • ^ 


J 


.l‘.‘  .♦/. 


It> 

f/l 


'••’HI 


•r 


• ft-'  III!  M I (t-iMfW  «{m  ft  iH>|(|l1tf.iui  Milf  /ll  %IKm  «tlt  )o 

' '■>'  ' • ' mii.H  w !*>  ifi»  ,fx»?!t:t(iNiv‘  ttifM  mi 

■In',  J|  ,.i.ifi»l  Kfiii  *t^ftiiv'n>j  *<tJ  10K)^it>4 

I.  , iMjlii/ 

<1  Mil  J Hi  omir*!  ijiAnofU  ^ 

'*’i!  in  Jitt  ll)  Ik 

• u.nV  (,>M«  f(|  U')ibit/^ 

'■"  '‘I*  '''I*  'A  I J'MiMyltMiJ  -rill  Ifflai  liJ/ljlC 

«l  If]  Im.mJ  )-.i’.lrtJt|  ) 1,11  .MJWfj  *ia  .'^faUM-'t  AjflitU  *»| 

I - Itlirt  »«fiY  l^tMcu  -’•»!  *i(f  ui  asynT 

.vjitiiiuit  ,Ht»Jtu«)l«0  to  •’■I  uta)>|brt 

t’ttllM  tfti^l  ima  .Hoio'.Mfl'J  ki  .',•*(1) 

•mU  IwnuMflt'  lialil  f*  4i>i  ihlfio 

,till  I>i  t>itf«>V9li  toH  ttljj  tin 
(••Ih  i .'n'  I'll  M<  ^ftubxt’S'tii  li>  a.iif<jin<| 

•lU  ' tjyiii  1*'mVi.i -11^  i,uJ  JiMV  • t»)li  fiitA 

'*  ' ^ ,iiAt«  •ill  *u>t  Ih>oj)  J»wq/na 

' •'"  I"  ‘'Mi’H  */:.•.’  *'Jtit;k.iMti  M.i«  »{tf  g,no«ij*  baiifiaoo 

M •Mniii./i  .11/  !.il,-.j  mH  i\tii.>i,» 'rl||  tiiAlUdxy  n'«  rfi 

' \i<{J  > ^ ..l  M M5  nv.'4T<3  ’.»il  <t  0/>  ifUiyil  i|JU  «1  %Ot*l*W 

' l‘ii*  l*l”  ■ I M to  yIium'I  Jitia  iiin  rut  1*# 

‘ •'  ' ' ' * " 'i  ‘f'x  ihiiIiM  W vfife't  elUilm 

' ■ ' -4  !'  i ‘ . riMiiilJi  mt«(i  \.t  vttKiffi!,,  t(i,  ft  fttrw  nii#  tiihttG 

■I  l f • r . ?i;A  ii  iMti'f  ( ni<4l'<'tv»,if,l  i.ft  In  bus  UtuUuJ 

• II  Hgm  i .ftUffil  •itU  io 

< • ‘i.i, «t'iC. 4. - 44fi2l  * 

•■'  ' * fto)nM  t.»  Mttly  gdh  <1 

■'•  ' I ' <1  i»«Mv*9  wil  , a<  aiitO  rftv/  ofjft  .ytioJuA  buft 

i'  n iiftwi/lln  »<  fi  , 'ni;i  ^ SriHf  .S  ^»,i)»  ittb  u;liat| 

»..  •’  i»_'*i  III  111!  Mit*tii,|  -|t^  MKfliij  •ftl(t*.4nn,|  t-rcrv  bni  «rH 

/f  ' I4••^•^||'l  7.(||.  A-  II  >vff  '■|*i 'i  Mill]  llijii  ft  ‘|l•';|'^oUyi4‘t*(,lf  ni 

oil  |iMf(KMll»9  ^(iM  *«l  iiOi'V/‘3V% 
•I'l  Itiiti  fi!  fM’ J t{i.  ii.ii,  « *1  1 1/  lihi  *wtj  itMft  .yUtvalii*>II  ill  uitftNA 

' i:  . ' ' t'  lVi*.!.  I”  iu  miiiifiiltdi  /Iftiiiiui 

' tuutliftl/j  3»lt)iin  Iili  Mt.  bitft  Ui|iOtl  il>t,ia  If  •/lU^I’l.'Ml'l  Mill 


i i 


i ii 


■M 


/ I ' I 

’•'.•.  iM  |. 

■’  'i‘\'i!  ' 


'4  'Ml 

•1*  ■ -i 


f 


3S0 


HISTORY  OF  TFXAS. 


debater,  clear,  calm,  strong  and  forcible,  and 
well  grcMinded  in  the  political  history  of  the 
country,  and,  an  earnest  believer  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  bis  [>arty,  be  is  a formidable  antag- 
onist in  the  discussion  of  political  issues  be- 
fore the  people.  He  possesses  in  a fair 
measure  the  acumen  of  the  politician,  the 
ready  genius  for  combining  dissimilar  forces, 
reconciling  opposing  ones  and  accomplishing, 
through  the  cementing  of  these,  results  ” 
in  politics. 

As  a lawyer  be  is  courteous  to  adverse 
counsel,  circumspect  to  the  court,  logical, 
clear,  compact  and  convincing  to  the  jury. 
In  the  discussion  of  questions  of  law  before 
the  court  he  is  sound,  forcible  and  cogent, 
posvsessing  that  skillful  generalization  \vhich 
readily  seizes  upon  the  strong  points  of  a 
case,  that  happy  condensation  of  thought 
which  at  once  extracts  the  substance  of  an 
opponent’s  argument,  that  clear  foresight  and 
comprehension  which  immediately  grasps 
the  angularities  of  an  intricate  legal  problem 
and  enables  him  to  place  it  in  a light  that 
renders  it  at  once  easy  of  understanding  and 
makes  it  stick  in  the  memory.  In  all  things 
he  is  plain,  making  manner  subservient  to 
matter  and  subduing  it  to  pleasant  speech. 

September  20,  1876,  Mr.  Antony  married 
Augusta  Houghton,  daughter  of  Judge  Joel 
A.  Houghton,  for  many  years  a prominent 
lawyer  of  Georgetown,  this  State.  Mrs. 
Antony  is  a native  of  Texas  and  an  excellent 
type  of  one  of  this  great  State’s  best  prod- 
uct, an  intelligent  and  refined  lady.  They 
have  two  children,  both  daucrhters:  Alice 
Augusta  atid  lleryl  Pauline. 

In  personal  appearance  Mr.  Antony  in- 
herits, in  a considerable  measm-e,  the  phy- 
sique of  bis  father,  possessing  a large  frame 
which  carries  its  due  proj)ortion  of  flesh,  a 
swarthy  complexion,  dark  hair  and  eyes,  and 


a remarkably  strong  cast  of  features.  llis 
j)hysical  make- uj)  is  of  that  kind  that  would  at- 
tract attention  in  an  assembly  of  a hundred 
men,  and  is  no  bad  index  to  his  character;  for 
on  closer  observation  and  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance be  is  found  to  be  an  even  more 
interestino'  man  than  his  striking  figure  in- 

O O o 

dicates. 


11.  JAClvSON,  an  early  settler  and 
pi-ominent  farmer  of  Burleson  coun- 
ty, Texas,  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina, February  7,  1824.  His  parents,  James 
and  Sarah  (Bryan)  Jackson,  were  natives  of 
the  Old  North  State.  Of  his  ])aternal  ances- 
tors little  is  known,  except  that  his  grand- 
father was  of  Irish  descent.  His  maternal 
gi-andfather  was  Turner  Bryan,  of  South 
C'arolina.  At  the  time  of  tlie  Revolutionary 
war  he  was  a child  and  was  left  at  home  with 
his  mother,  who  used  to  carry  him  on  her  back 
while  she  plowed.  With  such  brave  women, 
what  wonder  that  America  gained  her  freedom  ! 
This  child  grew  to  manhood’s  estate  and  be- 


came a prosperous  planter.  He  served  as 
Ordinary  of  his  county  for  many  years,  or  as 
long  as  he  would  accept  the  office,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  -the  Palmetto  State.  Mr. 
Jackson’s  parents  moved  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  South  Carolina  when  he  was  a child, 
in  1837  to  Alabama,  and  in  1846  to  Mis- 
sissippi, where  in  1848  he  married.  After 
this  event  his  parents  lived  with  him,  remov- 
ing with  him  to  Texas  in  1852,  in  which 
State  they  both  died,  the  father  in  November, 
1863,  the  mother,  January  15,  1877.  His 
parents  and  grandparents  were  all  worthy 
members  of  the  Baptist  ('hurch.  "I’liis 
deserving  couple  had  Biree  children:  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  J.  W.  Bristin  and  came 
to  Texas  in  lS52,  where  both  havi- since  died ; 
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Francos  IF.  married  A.  Dallas  and  removed 
to  Texas  in  1SG7,  after  the  death  of  lier  luis- 
hand,  wIkmicc  slie  retnnied  to  Alabama  ten 
years  later,  where  she  died;  and  W.  IF,  tlie 
snhject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  this  biography  was  reared 
to  farm  life  and  resided  at  home  until  his 
manaaoe.  In  1852  he  emiorated  to  Texas,  ; 
settlinir  first  in  what  was  called  Navarro  ■ 
tern’tory,  whence  he  afterward  removed  to  j 
Tlill  and  Johnson  counties.  About  this  time  ' 
the  Civil  war  broke  out  and  ]\Ir.  Jackson  en- 
tered the  (Fnifederate  army,  enlisting  in  April,  | 
18B2,  in  the  Fifteenth  Texas  Cavalry,  and 
was  consignetl  to  the  Ti'ans-iMississi]^pi  de- 
partment, which  included  Louisiana  and  Ar- 
kansas. His  health  becoming  impaire<l,  he 
secured  his  discharge  and  returned  to  his 
home.  lie  afterward  served  in  the  Home 
Guards  for  home  protection  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  militia.  On  the  close  of  the 
war  he  resumed  his  farming  operations.  In 
1805  he  moved  to  Burleson  county,  where  he 
bought  177  acres  of  partly  improved  land, on 
which  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since.  He 
has  bought  and  sold  considerable  la:id  since  j 
then,  but  still  owns  the  original  tract,  all  of  j 
which  is  under  fence  with  about  ICO  acres  in  a | 
good  state  of  cultivation.  He  rents  most  of  the  j 
land  and  gives  his  attention  principally  to  the  | 
raising  of  stock,  sufficient  for  the  support  of 
the  farm  oidy.  | 

(October  5,  1848,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married 
in  IMississippi,  to  Miss  Virginia  C.  Iveahey, 
who  was  burn  in  that  State,  January  1,  1820, 
and  was  a daughter  of  George  J.  Iveahey. 
He  was  reared  in  Xorth  Carolina,  and  his 
])arents  wei’e  natives  of  the  Emerald  isle.  He 
was  well  ])OSted  <>n  all  ])olitical  mattei’S  and 
was  a strong  advocate  of  Dcmoci'acy.  He 
served  as  County  J udge  for  many  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  had  eight  chil- 


:iS7 


dren,  of  whom  three  died  young,  five  attain- 
ing to  maturity:  G.  T.,  a prosperous  fanner 
of  Burleson  county,  was  elected  a member  of 
the  Legislature  in  1802;  James  IF  is  a prac- 
ticing physician  at  Tunis,  in  the  same  county; 
John  A.  is  a well-to-do  farmer  of  the  same 
county.  Laura  married  Stephen  A.  Martin, 
also. a thrifty  farmer  of  this  county,  who  in 
connection  with  his  farming  interests  oper- 
ates a cotton  gin;  Margaret  V.,  utimai-ried, 
resides  at  home. 

After  a union  of  forty-five  years,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  are  both  hale  and  hearty  and 
in  full  enjoyment  of  life,  surrounded  by  their 
children  who  are  all  doing  w’ell. 

Politically,  Mr.  Jackson  is  a strong  Demo- 
crat and  takes  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  many  con- 
ventions, principally  to  those  of  the  district 
and  State.  He  served  several  terms  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  Hill  and  Johnson  coun- 
ties and  in  Burleson  county  acted  two  terms 
as  County  Commissioner. 

Fraternally,  he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 
Religiously  both  he  and  his  worthy  wife  are 
useful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to 
which  he  has  belonged  since  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.  Both  are  well-known  and  re- 
spected, and  have  the  best  wishes  of  the  com- 
munity for  their  future  hapj)iness. 


F.  8TIDHAM. — The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  an  energetic  and  progres- 
sive  farmer  of  jMilam  county  and  a 
uand'on  nf  the  sturdy  and  courageous  pio- 
icer,  J.  P.  Jones,  in  honor  of  whom  Jones 
^rairie  was  named. 

J.  P.  Jones  was  rai>ed  in  Illinois.  .Vfter 
ttaining  his  majority  he  man’ii‘tl  and  settled 
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ill  Ed^ur  comity,  tliat  State,  and  resided  ■ 
there  eimaced  in  farmiiii^  till  his  removal  to 
Texas  in  1833.  lie  came  South  mainly  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  his  wife’s  health. 
The  trip  was  made  overland  in  a wagon,  as 
was  the  custom  of  those  days,  and  occupied 
six  weeks.  The  first  stop  was  at  Indepen- 
dence, AVashington  county,  then  supposed  to 
be  the  garden  spot  of  Texas.  Air.  Jones  ob- 
tained a orant  of  aleaerueof  land,  which  he  I 
located  in  wdiat  is  now  the  eastern  [lart  of  | 
Milam  county,  but  then  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness. His  claim  was  located  on  the  jirairie 
which  now  bears  his  name.  He  did  not  at- 
tempt to  make  a permanent  settlement,  as 
the  Indians  were  then  too  bad  to  permit  of 
his  residing  for  any  length  of  time  in  one 
})laee.  He  camped  about  in  the  timbers 
with  his  family  and  supported  himself  and 
them  with  the  aid  of  his  gun  and  dog  for 
about  two  years,  in  the  meantime  taking 
sucli  work  as  he  could  get  to  do  at  a dis- 
tance. The  chief  reliance  for  a living,  how- 
ever, was  on  game.  Houston  was  the 
general  supply  point,  but  facilities  for  reach- 
ing that  place  were  so  poor  and  means  ^yith 
which  to  buy  so  meager  in  the  Jones  house- 
hold that  very  little  was  obtained  in  the 
way  of  food  and  clothing  save  what  was 
furnished  by  the  chase.  In  1838  Mr.  Jones 
joined  a surveying  party  which  was  going 
on  an  expedition  toward  the  Trit)ity  river, 
on  which  expedition  he  lost  his  life,  being 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  the  celebrated  Hat- 
tie Creek  fight  in  Navarro  county.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  noted  Indian  figlits  that  ever 
occurred  in  Texas.  It  is  related  that  after 
sustainiiiir  the  attack  of  the  Indians  all 
day,  Mr.  . I ones  and  one  of  his  c jinrades 
mounted  a lu)rse  late  in  the  e\  eii i ng  and  at 
tempted  t(j  make  tludr  escape,  but  that  the 
Indians  killed  their  hoi’.-e,  and  then,  closiim 


in  on  the  idders,  dispatched  both  of  them,  not 
however  until  they  had  killed  several  ot  the 
redskins.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  iones  his 
family  moved  about  and  suppoi'ted  them- 
selves as  be.st  they  could,  living  part  of  the 
time  in  Aladison  county  and  part  of  the  time 
in  Robertson  county,  not  returning  to  Milam 
county  to  live  until  1857.  At  that  date  they 
took  up  their  residence  on  Jones  Prairie  iti 
this  county. 

Air.  Jones’  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Sarah  Hidmberry,  being  a daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Alary  Hrimberi’y  and  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky. He  had  eight  children:  Rosetta, 

wlm  was  married  to  D.  AV.  Campbell  and 
died  in  Robertson  county  Texas;  James  A., 
who  married  Alartha  AIcKinney  and  died  in 
Alilam  county; -Juliet,  who  was  manded  to 
Elijah  AVhite  and  died  in  Alilam  county ; Eliz- 
abeth -Jane,  who  died  unmarried;  Alary,  who 
was  married  to  Armistead  Roo-ers  and  died 
in  Brown  county,  this  State;  Caroline,  who 
was  married  to  J.  T.  Stidham  and  now  re- 
sides in  Alilam  county; JMartha,  who  was 
married  to  L.  AI.  Etheridge  and  lives  in 
Kerr  county;  and  Edward  F.,  who  lives  in 
Kerrville,  Kerr  county,  this  State. 

J.  T.  Stidham,  husband  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  pioneer  family  of  Alilam  county 
and  father  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  is 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  was  a 
native  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  where  he 
was  born  January  1,  1834.  He  was  a son 
of  Alartin  Stidham,  an  early  settler  of  the 
“ Empire  State  of  the  South.’’  J.  T Stid- 
ham was  reared  in  his  native  State  and 
came  to  Texas  in  1853,  stopping  in  Alilam 
county,  where  he  met  Caroline -I ones,  whom 
he  married  luu-e  in  1856.  He  was  mimiged 
in  fariidng  until  the  openiug  of  the  latc'  war, 
when  he  (Mitered  the  (’onfedcrate  army,  mi- 
listing  in  Captain  Ryan's  company,  Allen's 
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regiment,  lie  died  at  Little  Keck  during 
tile  early  years  of  the  war,  a hrave  soldier 
and  a crood  eitizen.  lie  was  the  father  of 
four  children;  Adeline,  who  was  married 
to  J.  J.  Lostick  and  now  lives  in  Erath 
county,  this  State;  Liicien,  wlio  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty  in  Milam  county;  Benjamin 
F.,  of  this  article;  and  Margaret,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seven. 

Benjamin  F.  Stidham  was  born  in  I\[ilam 
county,  this  State,  February  8,  18G1,  and  was 
raised  here.  October  14,  1885,  he  married  Miss 
Aiollie  L.  Harrell,  daughter  of  T.  W.  liar- 
rell,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  in  this  work. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stidham’s  children  are: 
Thomas,  Viola  A.  and  Kobert  Grady.  Mr. 
Stidham,  having  been  reared  on  the  farm, 
took  up  farming  pursuits  on  arriving  at  his 
majority  and  has  been  sc  engaged  since. 
He  is  an  intelligent  and  progressive  young 
man  fully  worthy  of  the  stock  from  which 
he  descended. 



L.  WHITTENBURG,  a farmer  of  Will- 
iamson coimty,  was  born  in  Monroe 
county,  Missouri,  a son  of  Andrew 
Whitten  burg.  The  latter’s  father,  Joseph 
Whittenburg,  came  from  Germany  to  east 
Tennessee,  where  Andrew  was  horn  in  1790. 
In  1816  Andrew  Whittenburg  married  Anna 
Imng.  In  1819  they  removed,  to  Missouri, 
hut  a few  years  afterward  returned  to  {Bed- 
ford county,  Tennessee. 

J.  Jj.  Whittenburg,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  movcnl  to  the  Creek  Purchase,  Talla- 
dega county,  Alabama,  in  1832,  when  twelve 
yeai’S  of  age,  and  remained  in  that  county 
twenty  years.  In  the  fall  of  1852  he  located  j 
on  his  present  farm  in  Williamson  countv,  ! 
Ti'xas.  He  has  killetl  hulfaloes  within  a mile  j 


as'j 

of  where  he  now  lives,  and  his  first  crop  was 
planted  on  the  open  prairie,  the  children 
watching  it  during  the  day,  and  there  being 
no  trouble  during  the  nights.  After  plowing 
time  he  fenced  it  with  split  rails.  The  fam- 
ily first  lived  in  a log  house,  and  the  lumber 
for  their  present  building  was  hauled  from 
Bastrop.  Mr.  Whitteid)urg  is  a worthy  rep- 
resentative of  the  land-owning  element  of  this 
county,  an  element  which  in  times  past  fur- 
nished the  brain  and  brawn  that  dethroned 
tyranny.  He  owns  250  acres  of  fine  land, 
si.xty  acres  of  which  are  well  improved,  and 
the  remainder  in  pasture. 

December  22,  1840,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Lovinia  Hoyle,  a daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Leah  (Robinson)  Hoyle,  the  former  a 
native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  North 
Carolina.  The  father  died  in  1841  and  the 
mother  in  1843.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  sons  and  five  daughters,  three  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Mrs.  Whittenburg,  Phillip 
H.  and  Jacob  F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVliittenburg 
have  had  four  chddren.  Sarah  Caroline,  the 
eldest  child,  is  the  widow  of  W.  A.  Miller. 
They  had  five  children:  George  A.,  Lucy  R., 
AVilliam  L.,  Walter  S.  and  Margaret  Eva. 
The  second  child,  Martha  Emeline,  is  the  wife 
of  S.  K.  P.  Jackson,  County  Treasurer  of 
Williamson  county,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren: Lucy  B.  and  Hugh.  George  L.,  the 
next  in  order  of  birth,  was  fii'st  married  to 
Prndie  Hoover,  and  they  had  three  children: 
George  A.,  Margaret  L.  and  Joseph  L.  The 
wife  and  mother  died,  and  the  father  again 
manied,  the  day  befm-e  his  parents’  golden 
wedding,  and  to  the  last  union  was  born  one 
child,  Charlie  Louise.  Margaret  Angeline, 
the  youngest  child,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  N. 
Fleager.  a jeweler  of  Georgetown.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whittenburg  are  members  of  tlu‘ 
Methodist  Church,  the  former  having  joined 
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tliat  church  in  his  eighteenth  yc'ar,  and  hold- 
ing in  tlie  same  the  otlice  of  trustee.  lie 
has  also  been  Chaplain  in  the  I.  0.0.  F.  for 
sevei-al  years.  J\Ir.  and  Mrs.  AChitt.enbnrg 
celebrated  their  oolden  weddino-  in  1890, 
since  which  time  the  former  has  carried  a 
gold  watch  and  golddieaded  cane.  Fifty 
years  ago,  with  loving  hearts  and  an  unwa- 
vering trust  in  a kind  Pi’ovidence,  these  good 
old  people  stai-ted  together  on  life's  pilgrim- 
age, and  lovingly,  hand  ami  hand,  have  jour- 
neyed on  year  after  year,  at  times  chastened 
by  affliction,  then  again  cheered  by  the  stnil- 
ing  face  and  the  n'ch  blessings  of  their  Heav- 
enly  Father. 

“ Fifty  years  together,  each  faitliful  and  true; 

Fifty  years  together,  liere  your  vows  renew; 

Fifty  years  together,  may  the  rest  of  tlie  way 
Ever  prove  to  you  a bright  golden  day.” 

dfOIIN  A.  SMITH,  a successful  fanner 
residing  near  ilrancliville,  Milam  coun- 
ty, is  a native  of  Texas,  having  been 
born  in  Washington  county,  February  25, 
1851,  and  is  a son  of  liuben  A.  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Twiggs  county,  Georgia,  October 
8,  1817.  Huben  A.  Smith  was  a son  of 
James  B.  Smith,  whose  parents  were  early 
settlers  of  Georgia.  James  B.  Smith  mar- 
ried Penelope  Anderson,  by  whom  he  had  six 
children,  of  whom  Ruben  A.  was  tlie  eldest, 
the  others  being:  Margaret,  now  i\Irs.  Deles- 
pin,  of  Palestine,  Texas;  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
Blankenship,  of  Pine  Apple,  Alabama;  Nan- 
nie, now  JMrs.  Atwater,  of  Thomaston,  Geor- 
gia; Amanda,  who  died  unmarried;  and  John 
A.,  who  was  killed  in  the  C'onfedei-ate  service 
at  Chickamauga  in  1803. 

Ruben  A.  Smith  marruul  Julia  Mom‘  ley,  a 
dauiTlittu'  of  Robert  S.  Mo>elev,  <d’  Mont- 

D «/ 


gomery,  Alabama,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children:  James  A.,  who  died  unmarried 
Septemlier  21,  18‘J2,  in  Milam  county;  Ruben 
‘ A.,  who  now  lives  in  this  county;  John  A., 
! the  subject  of  this  notice;  and  Amanda,  the 
wife  of  W.  C.  Willingham,  of  Llano  county, 
this  State.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
1854,  and  the  father  later  married  Miss  Par- 
mclia  Young,  and  to  this  union  four  children 
wore  born:  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  AY.  C. 

I AYeise,  of  Milam  county;  Susie,  the  wife  of 
G.  R.  Vinson,  of  this  county;  Julia,  who  is 
unmarried;  aiid  one  child  that  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Ruben  A.  Smith  moved  to  Texas  in  1850, 
up  to  which  time  he  had  resided  in  Georgia, 
where  he  had  been  engaged  in  teaching 
school  and  in  bookkeeping.  The  first  year 
after  moving  to  this  State  he  resided  in 
AVashington  county.  He  then  moved  to 
Milam  county,  |)urchasing  land  near  Port 
Sullivan,  on  which  he  settled  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  at  his  homo 
in  this  county  March  10, 1870,  and  was  buried 
at  the  old  bnrying-ground  at  Port  Sullivan. 
Having  enjoyed  exceptionally  good  oppor- 
tunities for  obtaining  an  education  in  his 
youth,  which  he  improved  to  good  advantage, 
he  became  a man  of  wide  information  and 
was  a successful  man  of  business.  He  served 
Milam  county  as  Commissioner  for  a number 
of  yeai's,  and  was  a faithful  and  popular  offi- 
cial. Me  was  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fra- 
ternity, in  which  he  took  great  interest,  and 
was  luiried  with  the  honors  of  that  order. 

John  A.  Smith  was  an  infant  when  his 
father  moved  to  Alilam  county.  Ilis  chihl- 
! hood  was  passed  in  the  vicinity  of  where  he 
' now  lives,  his  tiint*  being  divided  in  youth 
bctw(*en  the  labors  of  the  fann  ;md  his  at- 
temhmee  at  the  local  schools.  He  early  en- 
1 gaged  in  farming  ;iud  stock-raising  jnirsuits. 
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ami  lias  boon  so  eii<ia<re(l  all  liis  lifo.  In  1880 
ho  made  liis  tii'st  jjiircliasc  of  land,  wliioli 
consisrod  of  2lK)  a'li'cs  lyiiio  in  the  Litth^  rivc'r 


liottoni.  llion  wild,  which  ho  bogan  at  once  to 
inipi'ove.  lie  has  since  added  to  his  holdings 
until  ho  owns  1,043  aci'cs  lying  in  one  body 
on  Jdtllo  river,  about  300  acres  of  which  he 
has  reduced  to  cultivation,  and  which  yields 
abundantly  of  the  common  products  of  the 
farm.  The  yield  of  the  jilace  is  about  seventy- 
live  bales  of  cotton  annually,  and  grain  and 
stock  products  in  proportion. 

December  15,  1880,  Mr.  Smith  married 
Mi  ss  .Mice  McKinney,  a daughter  of  Jasper 
McKinney,  of  JMilarn  county,  and  sister  of 
lion.  J.  M.  McKinney,  a sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  To  this 
union  six  children  have  been  born:  "Willard 
I).,  Jfhn  A.  (deceased),  Adoniram,  Mattie, 
Woodlin  Grady  and  Alice.  Tlie  family  wor- 
ship in  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches, 
and  Mr.  Smith  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  St.  Paul’s  Lodge,  No.  177,  Mays- 
held,  and  in  politics  is  a Democrat. 


UGII  L.  WITCHER,  senior  inetnber 
of  the  firm  of  Witcher  A CofHeld,  mer- 
chants of  Rockdale,  Milam  county,  is  a 
native  of  Macon  county,  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  born  November  13,  1839.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  State  and  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  whither  his  parents  moved  when 
he  was  young,  liis  earliest  occupation  was 
farming,  but  in  growing  uj)  he  leanied  the 
carpentei-’s  trade,  which  he  followed  at  inter- 
vals for  some  yec.rs  prior  to  his  engaging  in 
his  [U'esent  business.  Soon  after  the  0]>ening 
of  the  late  war  Mr.  Wit(dier,  who  was  then  re- 
siding in  Iliinois,  entered  the  Lnion  aniiy, 
enlisting  <'arly  in  iStj;!,  in  the  Sixth  Illinois 

25 


Cavalry,  with  which  he  was  in  active  service 
(under  Wilson)  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 
He  took  part  in  those  daring  and  destructive 
raids  for  which  Wilson's  cavalry  became 
famous,  and  which  were  actively  continued 
tip  to  the  close  of  the  war.  Having  had  the 
good  fortune  to  escape  wounds  and  imprison- 
ment, he  received  his  discharge  at  Selma, 
Alabama,  in  April  1835,  and,  returning  to 
Illinois,  resided  in  that  State  atid  later  iti 
Mississippi,  engaged  in  farming  and  at  his 
trade  until  1873.  At  that  date  he  came  to 
Texas  atid  in  August  of  the  same  year  located 
at  Rockdale,  where  he  resumed  work  at  car- 
pentering, which  occupation  he  followed  ener- 
getically and  successfully  for  about  a year. 
In  June,  1874,  he  was  elected  Marshal  of  Rock- 
dale and  held  this  position  for  about  four 
years,  discharging  its  delicate  and  difficult 
duties  acceptably  to  the  people,  these  four 
years  covering  the  turbulent  period  of  Rock- 
dale’s history,  when  the  office  was  by  no  means 
a sinecure.  In  1878  he  embarked  in  the 
merca'ntile  business  in  partnersliip  with  J.  R. 
Rowland,  who  later  sold  his  interest  to  J.  F. 
Coffield,  when  the  firm  became  Witcher  & 
Coffield,  as  it  now  stands.  Mr.  Witcher’s 
career,  though  unpretentious,  has  thus  lieen 
diversified  and  has  not  been  lacking  in  that 
kind  of  e.xperience  which  qualities  one  in  the 
highest  degree  for  appreciating  the  struggles 
of  others,  as  well  as  fitting  him  for  the  sue- 
cessful  discharge  of  every  duty  as  a citi.'iini. 
The  last  few  years  of  his  life  have  been 
marked  by  the  largest  measure  of  success 
which  yet  attended  him,  though  not  by  the 
most  arduou-s  labors.  His  early  yeai's,  as  is 
j the  case  with  most  of  those  who  begin  with 
comparatively  little  oi’  nothing  and  after- 
ward achieve  substantial  results,  were  at- 
tended with  toil,  hardships  and  nncertaint ie.- ; 
l)Ut  it  wa>  the  formative  period  when  the 
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piiiifiples  wore  tiiking  ruotand  the  liabits  he- 
ii:<X  formed  whieli  wei'C  to  lead  to  l^etter 
things.  The  ^plendid  mcreaiitile  estahlish- 
iiieiit  of  wliieh  he  is  the  liead  may  Ije  said  to 
in  a lar<re  measure  the  concrete  enibodi- 
ment  of  liis  pi’iiiciples  and  methods,  the  visible 
expression  of  tlie  mental  and  moral  motives 
of  his  life.  lT])on  the  career  udiich  has  cnlini- 
7iated,  with  the  aid  of  his  associates  in  the 
building  up  of  this  intei’est,  he  did  not  enter 
with  tlic  impulsive  or  caj)ricious  flight  of 
gtnius  but  under  the  steady  and  firm  pro- 
pulsion of  sound,  practical  sense,  and  his  con- 
duct has  at  all  times  l)cen  accentuated  by  the 
same  steadfastness  of  purpose,  the  same  per- 
severing industiy  and  the  same  practical 
sagacity  with  which  he  began  his  career. 
One  thing  is  noteworthy:  Mr.  Witcher  has 
always  followed  the  safe  practice  of  keeping 
his  funds  invested  in  a business  of  which  he 
has  full  knowledge,  and  in  lines  where  con- 
stant  personal  supervision  has  been  possible 
if  not  at  all  times  actually  exercised.  For 
this  reason  he  has  never  been  caught  hi  any 
financial  squeezes  or  suffered  serious  loss. 

The  firm  of  AVitcher  & Cofiield,  dealers  in 
hardwarCj  implements,  furniture,  saddles  and 
harness,  is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  Milam 
county,  carrying  a full  stock  in  all  of  these 
lines  and  doing  a husiness  varying  from  $80,- 
000  to  $90,000  a yeai-.  Besides  this  interest 
Mr.  AVitcher  holds  stock  in  a number  of  local 
enterprises  either  individually  or  asamember 
of  the  firm,  the  principal  of  tliese  being  the 
First  Matioiial  Bank,  the  oil  mills,  the  water- 
works, the  electric-light  plant  and  the  coal 
mines.  He  has  served  as  Alderman  of  Kock- 
da’e  and  in  politics  is  a Uepublican,  but  con- 
cerns hiinsclf  veiy  little  with  political  mat- 
ter.', being  devoted  strictly  to  business.  It 
is  gamerally  undei’sto(;d  without  (pie^tioning 
that  his  mime  always  stands  pledged  to  the 


su[)port  of  every  interest  fayoring  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community.  Public  enterprises 
— whatever  will  improve,  elevate  and  adorn 
the  society  in  which  he  moves  and  the  coun- 
try in  which  he  makes  his  home- -meet  his 
Cordial  appi'obation  and  receive  his  prompt 
advocacy  and  assistance.  The  education  of 
the  masses,  through  free  schools  provided  or 
greatly  assisted  by  State  government,  has  al- 
ways found  in  him  a friend  and  supporter. 
By  the  exercise  of  industry  and  good  man- 
agement he  has  accumulated  a competency, 
but  recognizing  the  difficulties  that  others 
encounter  in  becrinning  business,  he  has  taken 
pleasure  in  extending  to  them  aid  by  giving 
them  clerkships  and  counseling  with  them  re- 
specting their  future  careers.  In  this  way  he 
has  created  enduring  friendships amongyoung 
men  of  his  acquaintance,  a:id  has  assisted  in 
opening  avenues  of  activity  destined  to  lead 
to  successful  and  honorable  lives,  lie  is  of 
quiet,  retiring  disposition,  temperate  in  habits, 
liberal,  earnest  and  active,  one  in  whom  the 
domestic  virtues  preponderate,  and  who  easily 
makes  friends  and  firmly  holds  them  when 
once  made. 

In  188-1  Mr.  AVitcher  married  Miss  Iluth 
Stribling,  a daughter  of  Bev.  Dr.  James  11. 
Stribling,  then  of  Rockdale  and  for  many 
years  an  eminent  miidster  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Texas.  Mrs.  AVitcher  was  born 
and  reared  in  this  State,  and  is  a lady  wdio  is 
in  every  way  capable  of  affording  her  hus- 
band the  helpful  service  sought  iu  this  union. 


^ |.  1\  BliOAVX,  one  of  the  ‘ thi'ifty 
young  fannei>of  AVilliam.'Oi!  county, 
dates  his  I'esidenee  here  from  the 
vear  1881.  He  is  a native  ot  l'e.\a>.  born  iu 
Burnet  county,  Octobei'  23,  18o8.  He  came 
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Irom  Travis  county  to  ^V^illiaiiison  county, 
and  j)iwious  to  that  liad  lived  in  San  Saba 
county  foi'  a j)eriud  of  two  years,  and  has 
spent  live  years  in  Lampasas  county.  In 
ac(piirina  an  education  he  had  meapor 
opportunities,  but  ])osse6sing  keen  observa- 
tion lie  quickly  mastered  those  points  neces- 
sary for  the  transaction  of  business.  In  1879, 
witli  a limited  capital,  he  embarked  in  the 
cattle  trade,  and  at  the  end  of  five  years  dis- 
posed of  his  herd  of  200  head  for  eight 
times  the  amount  originally  invested.  With 
this  sum  he  purchased  a tract  of  512  aci’es 
of  good  land;  285  acres  are  under  cultivation, 
and  all  the  buildings  are  first-class,  substan- 
tial structures. 

W.  A.  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  middle  Tennessee  si.\ty-six 
years  ago;  there  he  was  reared,  educated,  and 
united  in  marriage  to  Mildred  Ann  Landers; 
they  had  a family  of  live  children:  Eva, 

wife  of  John  B.  Gardner;  Yernon,  deceased; 
W.  T. ; Minnie,  wife  of  W.  I.  Smith,  and 
Finetta,  who  died  in  cliildhood.  Mr.  Brown 
removed  to  Texas  in  1852,  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  meeting  with  varied 
results.  He  gave  his  service  to  the  Con- 
federate cause  during  the  troublous  days  of 
the  Kebellion,  being  in  the  Texas  depart- 
ment. His  father,  Allen  Brown,  was  also  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  and  was  also  a success- 
ful farmer  of  that  State;  he  died  at  the  ago 
of  seventy-three  years. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  was  to 
Lulu,  daughter  of  II.  C.  McLaren,  whose 
history  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Frank,  Willia,  Eddie,  and  Elma.  The 
mother  passed  to  the  future  life  Sei)tembcr 
12.  1S91.  Mr.  Brown  was  man-ied  a second 
time,  I'eccmber  7,  1892,  to  Allie  Bortis,  of 
1 1 a\  s comity,  Texas. 


Having  chosen  agricultui’e  as  his  calling 
in  life,  Mr.  Brown  has  given  this  subject  his 
most  intelligent  consideration,  and  has 
gathered  the  bountiful  harvests  nature  ever 
yields  to  favorable  conditions. 


I P.  SMITH,  a farmer  of  Williamson 
county,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  October 
14,  1830,  a son  of  John  A.  and  Nancy 
(McHenry)  Smith,  natives  of  Virginia  and 
JS'oi-th  Carolina,  respectively.  The  father  was 
of  Scotch-lrish  descent,  and  his  death  occurred 
when  our  subject  was  only  two  years  of  age. 
The  parents  reared  a family  of  eight  chiL 
dren:  G.  A.,  a real  estate  dealer  of  Austin; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  W.  T.  Montgomery, 
County  Treasurer  of  Childress  county; 
W.  B.,  who  died  in  Austin;  Lucy,  wife  of 
liev.  N.  T.  Stray hoi'u,  of  Austin;  Susan, 
wife  of  Captain  Strayhorn,  of  Granger, 
Texas;  K.  11.,  a merchant  of  Austin;  and  J. 
P.,  our  subject.  The  mother  died  in  1883, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

J.  P.  Smith  came  to  Texas  in  1848,  at  the 
age  of  tvvelve  years.  His  father  died  early 
in  life,  and  an  older  brother,  W.  B.  Smith, 
who  came  to  Texas  in  1836,  took  charoe  of 
the  family  affairs.  As  soon  as  able  he 
brought  his  widowed  mother  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  family  to  this  State,  and  located  at 
Webberville,  Travis  county.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  Mexican  war,  and  at  the  opening  of 
the  late  war  he  was  detailed  to  duty  in 
Texas,  served  in  different  departments,  and 
at  the  close  of  tlio  struggle  resumed  mer- 
chandising at  VYbbei-ville.  In  1870  he 
engaged  iu  the  same  business  at  Austin, 
whcia^  he  i-emained  until  his  death,  in  1891. 
This  brotlu'i'  ga\e  all  the  children  a gooti 
education,  and  a good  start  iu  life.  After 
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reachini^  a suitable  age,  our  subject  began 
agricultui’al  pursuits.  At  tlio  opening  of  tbe 
Civil  war  bo  enlisted  in  Company  I),  Cur- 
ley’s Tbii-tietli  Texas  Tfegiment,  was  ap- 
pointed fc’econd  JJeutenant,  and  served  in 
Arkansas  and  tbe  Indian  Nation.  At  tlie 
close  of  the  strugg.e  liis  command  bad 
fallen  back  to  Grimes  county,  Texas,  and 
lie  tlien  joined  his  family  in  AVilliamson 
county.  Mr.  Smith  now  owns  000  acres  of 
good  land  in  this  county,  and  has  also  given 
each  of  his  two  sons  000  acres. 

He  was  married  in  1801,  to  iMiss  Jennie 
Gault,  a native  of  Tennessee  and  a daughter 
of  John  Gault,  who  came  to  Texas  about 
1850  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Travis 
county.  To  this  union  has  lieen  born  two 
sons:  Decker,  a farmer  of  Williamson  county; 
and  Walter,  at  home.  The  wile  and  mother 
died  October  1,  1800,  havincr  been  a consist- 
ent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
Smith  has  served  as  County  Commissioner 
four  years  of  Williamson  county,  is  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


d I AMES  A.  I’EEL. — Up  to  1850  more 
than  half  the  foreign  immigration  that 
came  to  America  was  from  Ireland.  The 
stream  has  been  much  diminished  in  compari- 
son with  those  from  other  countries  in  re- 
ci  nt  years:  still,  the  influx  is  very  great  and 
the  influence  of  this  people  is  seen  and  felt  on 
every  hand. 

To  this  class  of  citizens  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  belon>4S,  beino  the  third  removed  from 
MJlliiun  Peel,  who  was  burn  in  Ireland  in 
1700  and  brtiugbt  to  tins  country  when  a lad, 
growing  up  in  Georgia,  where  be  subtiapieutly 
married  aiul  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 


life,  dying  there  in  1850.  lie  was  a largo 
jilanter  and  left  an  excellent  estate  at  his 
death.  He  was  twice  nuirried  and  the  father 
of  twehx'  children,  six  by  each  tnarriage. 
J’he  children  of  his  first  marriage  were: 
David  llothwell,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  whom  concerning  more  will 
be  said  further  on;  Eliza,  who  was  married 
to  Alexander  O’Daniels;  Ellen,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Vines  Cullier:  Sarah,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  J ames  McDowell ; Pebecca,  who  was 
married  to  AVilliam  Gunter;  and  Jtjhn  who 
married  Ann  Zachery.  The  children  of  the 
second  marriage  were  Elizabeth,  Matilda, 
Narcissa  A.,  William,  Mary  F.  and  Julia. 

David  Botbwell  Peel  was  born  in  Georgia, 
in  1801,  and  was  there  reared.  In  early  life 
he  wetit  to  Alabama,  where  lie  lived  some 
yeai's,  moving  thence  to  Mississippi,  where 
heilied  in  June,  1880.  He  was  a planter, 
possessing  considerable  means  before  the 
war,  and  an  industrious,  patriotic  good  citi- 
zen. He  was  twice  married,  his  first  mar- 
riage occurring  in  Georgia  about  1822,  to 
Rebecca  S.  Holloway,  a native  of  that 
State,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children:  Eliza- 
beth Ellen,  born  November  2,  1823;  Mary 
J.,  born  April  16,  1825,  married  Jason 
Jones;  William  H.,  born  June  14,  1827,  mar- 
ried Ellen  Pell  and  is  now  deceased;  Sarah 
M.,  born  July  24,  1829,  married  Nelson 
Pell;  George  11.,  boni  December  19,  1830, 
marr  ied  Amelia  A.  Day;  Martha  R.,  born 
Septemlier  26,  1832,  married  A.  G.  Cani])- 
bell;  Amanda,  born  August  23,  1835,  mar- 
rieti  J.  W.  AVimberly;  Erasmus  J.,  born  De- 
cember 22,  1837,  married  Millie  A.  Hollo- 
way; David  h.,  born  June  22,  1839,  married 
Mahala  Wimberly;  and  Thomas  J.,  born  No- 
vember, 10,  1844.  married  .Mattie  Jones. 
J'lie  wife  and  mother  died  July  2<,  1S4S, 
and  October  31,  1850,  Mr.  Pc(d  mai'ried  Mrs. 
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.Jane  C.  IJull,  willow  of  William  I’ell  and 
(laiiolitef  of  Kov.  Hrowii.  d'lic  issue  of  this 
union  was  fivi^  children:  dames  A.,  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch;  Lonoi'a,  horn  Aii- 
oiist  1,  186d,  married  II.  M.  Cameron  of  Clark 
county,  Mis.'issi[)j)i ; liobert  A.,  born  June 
17,  1857,  and  died  young;  Franklyn  A.,  born 
June  13,  1800,  married  Tansy  Whatley; 
Jane  Adeline,  born  May  30,  1804,  and  mar- 
ried Henry  flrewcr  of  De  Soto,  Mississippi. 

James  A.  Peel,  the  eldest  born  of  the  last 
inan-iage  referred  to  and  the  sul)ject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Macon  county,  Ala- 
bama, on  the  24th  day  of  December.  1851. 
lie  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and  in 
Mississippi,  whither  his  father  moved  about 
1807.  II  is  educational  advantages  were  re- 
stricted, his  youth  falling  on  that  unhappy 
period  covered  by  the  late  Civil  war.  He 
came  to  Texas  at  the  age  of  twenty- three,  in 
January,  1875.  He  was  without  means  and 
came  to  this  State  to  secure  his  start.  He 
secured  his  first  employment  in  Robertson 
county,  on  a farm,  and  resided  in  that  county 
for  about  two  years.  Marrying  in  the  mean- 
time, he  moved  across  the  Rrazos  and  rented 
a place  in  Milam  county,  on  which  he  settled 
and  began  farming  for  himself.  About  1887 
he  purchased  the  place  on  whicli  he  now' lives, 
consisting  of  000  acres,  wdiich  he  has  greatly 
improved,  reducing  something  like  300  acres 
of  it  to  cultivation.  His  farm  lies  in  the 
Brazos  bottoms,  just  twenty  miles  east  of 
Cameron,  and  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
places  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 

September  9,  1877,  Mr.  Peel  married  Miss 
Rosella  Hobbs,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Eliza  Hobbs,  wdio  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. Mrs.  I’ecI  was  born  in  Milam  county, 
Texas,  and  is  one  of  seven  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peel  have  had  nine  children:  James 
Archie,  born  June  24,  1878;  Eva  Maj',  burn 


March  12,  1879,  and  <lied  January  9,  1880; 
David  Fraiddin,  born  Oetoljer  15,  1880; 
AVilliam  Stadler,  Octot>er  K»,  1882;  Tom 
Lee,  Decemlier  12,  18<24;  Daniel  Edward, 
October  23,  1886;  Lillian  Kate,  Novemt)er 
26,  1888;  .Minnie  Bell,  January  1,  1891;  and 
Mabel  Pauline,  June,  1893. 

The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is 
with  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Peel  is  Trustee  and  Steward  and  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Sund.ay-school.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democratic,  and  in  society  he  is  a member 
of  the  Kniohts  of  Honor,  holding  a member- 
ship  in  Oxenford  Lodge,  No.  1,799, at  Hearne, 
Texas. 

HI  C.  EDE KINGTON, a farmer  of 
j Williamson  county,  was  born  in  Mis- 
-1  sissippi,  April  18,  1839,  a son  of 
Robert  and  Martha  (Hedgefast)  Ed- 
erington,  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  father 
served  in  the  war  of  1812  from  his  native 
State,  was  married  in  Alabama,  and  in  a very 
early  day  moved  to  Mississippi.  He  was  a 
political  leader  in  his  district,  served  in  the 
Legislature  several  terms,  also  as  Judge  in 
Mississippi,  and  was  a farmer  and  trader  by 
occupation.  Ilis  death  occurred  in  Arkansas, 
in  1857.  His  father,  James  Ederington, 
was  a native  of  Virginia,  served  as  a private 
through  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  a tobacco- 
raiser  by  occupation,  and  died  in  Kentucky, 
at  the  age  of  104  years.  He  rode  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Mississippi  and  returned  wdien  ninety- 
six  years  of  age,  riding  the  same  hoi'se  both 
times.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a 
daughter  of  Cliarles  Ileduefast,  a native  of 
Vii'ginia,  who  died  in  Arkansas,  in  1853. 

I O 

[ .\fter  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Eder- 
' ington  brought  her  children  to  Bell  county, 
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Texas,  :iml  her  death  oecunoil  in  1883.  They 
wore  the  pai-ents  of  eight  chihiren,  six  now 
livinir;  Lilia  Z.,  wife  of  M.  K. Willis;  Catha- 
rine, wife  of  Susanna  DeBose;  L.  E.,  now 
Ml’S.  li.  B.  IJallio;  M.  II.,  a resident  of  Bell 
comity,  Texas;  Sally  J.,  wife  of  B.  Harrell; 
and  II.  C.,  onr  subject. 

The  last  named  came  with  his  widowed 
mother  to  Bell  county,  Texas,  in  July,  1858, 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  there  he 
remained  until  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
In  18C1  he  entered  the  Confedei'ate  service, 
in  the  First  Texas  Ilegiinent  under  R.  B. 
Hally  and  Henry  McCulloch.  Their  first 
service  was  to  take  Camp  Colorado  and  Fort 
Shadhurn,  and  then  they  made  a march  west 
over  the  plains  of  Texas,  looking  after  tlie 
Indians.  Three  months  later  Mr.  Ederinrr- 
ton  returned  to  the  Confederate  service,  en- 
tering Company  E,  Eighteenth  Texas  Cav- 
alry, was  consigned  to  the  Trans- Mississippi 
Department,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Cache  river,  Arkansas  Post,  Mansfield,  Pleas- 
ant Hill,  in  Banks’  raid  on  Red  river,  etc. 
Ho  was  never  wounded  or  captured,  received 
but  one  furlouo-h  duriner  the  war,  and  the 
regiment  disbanded  at  Fort  Bend,  Texas. 
Mr.  Ederington  returned  home  in  May,  1865, 
and  two  years  later  he  located  on  his  present 
place  in  Williamson  county.  He  now  owns 
268  acres  of  land,  100  acres  of  which  is  under 
a fine  state  of  cultivation.  His  average  yield 
in  wheat  since  1888  has  been  sixteen  biishels 
per  acre,  and  often  it  runs  as  high  as  thirty- 
five  bushels  to  the  acre.  He  has  also  given 
some  attention  to  the  raisintT  of  horses  and 

D 

mules. 

In  November,  1865,  Mr.  Ederington  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  E.  S.  Denson, 
who  was  born  in  Arkansas,  in  February, 
1843,  a daughter  of  T.  C.  Denson.  Shecame 
to  Texas  with  her  parents  in  1853,  settling 


on  a large  tract  of  land.  Onr  subject  and 
wife  have  had  twelve  children,  namely: 
Gertrude,  at  home;  Adcll,  wife  of  W.  P. 
Wilsoti,  of  Coleman  county,  Texas;  Anna  B., 
at  homo;  Thaddeus  11.,  attending  Baylor 
University  at  Waco;  Walter,  Leroy  P.,  Otho, 
'Martha  E.,  Frank  and  Grace,  at  hoiTie;  iMaud, 
deceased,  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  and  Susie 
j\L,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months. 
Eleven  of  the  children  were  born  in  the  iiouso 
where  the  parents  still  reside,  and  the  re- 
mainder within  one  mile  of  the  place.  l\Ir. 
Ederington  was  formerly  a Democrat,  but 
now  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  third 
party. 


J|  ESSE  A.  McCUTCHEON,  of  Rice’s 
Crossing,  Williamson  county,  Texas, 
was  born  in  Bastrop  county,  this  State, 
January  4,  1842.  His  father,  William  Mc- 
Cutcheon,  emigrated  to  that  county  from 
Lincoln  county,  Missouri,  in  1832.  He  was 
born  on  Harper’s  creek  in  Davidson  county, 
Tennessee,  December  25,  1812,  and  grew  up 
on  the  farm  without  opportunities  for  educa- 
tioji  and  without  the  advantage  of  joint  ma- 
ternal and  paternal  advice.  At  about  six 
years  of  age  he  went  with  his  mother  from 
Tennessee  to  Missouri,  where  he  resided 
until  his  coming  to  Texas  in  1832.  From 
the  youthful  age  of  fourteen  William  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  working 
about  from  place  to  place  at  from  §10  to 
§12  a month. 

In  his  new  Texas  home  he  engaged  in  the 
pursuits  of  the  farm  and  became  so  satisfied 
with  the  country  and  so  confident  of  his  abil- 
ity to  support  a wife  that  in  1834  he  retraced 
his  steps  to  his  old  Missouri  home,  where  he 
had  left  a young  lady  who  had  promised  that 
upon  his  return  from  Texas  she  would  be 
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come  the  partner  of  his  jovsand  sorrows.  No 
letters  had  passed  between  them  during  his 
loiiir  absence,  and  the  l)i'ide-to-he  concluded 
that  slu^  would  never  again  behold  the  ol)]'ect 
of  her  love.  A worth  v von  no  man  in  the 
community  offered  his  hand  after  a brief 
courtship  and  was  accepted,  the  wedding 
occurring  only  a few  hours  before  the  appear- 
ance of  her  faithful  William.  This  was  a 
severe  blow  and  was  a loss  keenly  felt  for 
some  time.  Mr.  McCutcheon  returned  to 
Te.xas  in  the  spring  of  1885,  and  not  long 
afterward  the  wortliy  lady  with  whom  he  now 
lives  became  his  wife.  He  was  a conspicu- 
ous figure  in  much  of  the  Indian  trouble  oc- 
curring as  long  as  the  red  man  continued  to 
visit  the  settlements  on  the  Colorado.  He 
participated  in  the  Brushy  creek  fight,  which 
lasted  from  10  a.  m.  until  dark.  The  loss  of 
the  whites  was  four  men;  that  of  the  Indians 
not  known,  but  it  must  have  been  heavy,  as 
tlie  battle  ground  had  the  appearance  of  a 
veritable  slaughter  pen.  After  the  killing  of 
the  Gocher  family  the  Indians  were  followed 
and  overtaken  and  a fight  ensued  in  which 
three  men  were  lost.  The  Pecan  Bayou  fight 
was  also  participated  in  by  Mr.  McCutcheon. 
Here  twenty-seven  whites  were  followed  and 
attacked  by  100  Indians.  The  latter,  how- 
ever were  finally  driven  off  and  without  loss 
to  the  whites.  Mr.  McCutcheon  enlisted  in 
Captain  Bean’s  company  at  Troy,  Missouri, 
for  service  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  The 
command  rendezvoused  at  St.  Charles,  Mis- 
souri, and  were  ordered  to  Bock  Island,  Illi- 
nois, where  General  Scott  was  in  command. 
Black  Hawk  had  been  captured  and  sent  to 
Washington  city,  and  the  objects  of  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  accomplished.  At  Bock 
Island  the  troops  were  decimated  by  the 
cholera,  but  Mr.  McCutcheon  escaped  with- 
out an  attack. 


•A.n 

For  a number  of  years  Mr.  McCutcheon 
1 was  eniraocd  in  wagonino  in  Te.xas.  lli.s 
I teams  numbered  »aich  six  or  eight  yoke  of 
tine  cattle,  the  trips  he  made  to  Houston  for 
goods  are  almost  countless,  and  the  incidents 
of  this  exj)erience  as  told  by  him  are  exceed- 
ingly  entertaining.  While  he  was  teaming, 

[ his  wife,  wdth  the  help  of  her  sons,  w'as  su- 
perintending  the  farm,  both  while  they  lived 
in  Travis  and  Williamson  counties,  and  it 
was  to  her  good  management  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  family  was  in  part  due.  In 
1805  Mr.  JVIcCutcheon  moved  to  Williamson 
county  from  Lampasas,  where  he  had  resided 
only  a few'  years.  He  owns  a fine  farm  on 
Brushy  creek  and  is  in  a position  to  spend 
his  declining  years  in  comfort. 

The  grandl’ather  of  our  subject  was  Will- 
iam McCutcheon;  born  in  Tennessee  in 
1790;  died  there  in  1865.  He  w'as  a prom- 
inent military  man  during  the  Civil  war,  be- 
ing a Quartermaster  in  the  Confederate  army. 
He  was  very  enthusiastic  in  the  success  of 
the  Southern  cause,  and  w'hile laboring  in  the 
field  contracted  a heavy  cold  and  died.  His 
father,  and  the  founder  of  this  family  in  the 
United  States,  was  John  McCutcheon,  who 
emigrated  from  Ireland.  The  place  of  his 
settlement,  how'ever,  is  not  exactly  known. 
He  was  a prosperous  farmer  and  became  a 
wealthy  man,  as  popular  as  he  was  well  known. 
Ho  married  in  the  old  country  a tall,  black- 
eyed  and  dignified  lady,  while  he  himself  was 
stout,  short  and  jolly.  One  of  Mrs.  Mc- 
Cutcheon’s  sisters,  “Aunt  Polly,”  became 
the  wife  of  one  of  the  governors  of  Tennessee. 
John  McCutcheon’s  children  were  Samuel, 
William,  Polly,  Ellen,  and  probably  others. 

Mrs.  McCutcheon  w'as  Elizabeth  Jane 
Harrell,  a daughter  of  Jesse  Harrell,  a pio- 
neer of  j\Iissouri.  At  a very  early  age  Mrs. 
McCutcheon  was  left  an  orphan  and  reared 
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IIlSTURy  OF  TEXAS. 


Iiy  Jac(.)l>  lliUTell.  an  uncle.  Tlic  diildren  of 
tlii.s  inan-iage  wei'c:  Willis,  a resident  rd'  La- 
vaca county,  dV'.xas;  Mary,  wife  of  Jack 
Jones:  J(din,  mention  of  whom  is  made  else- 
where in  this  Work;  J.  A.;  J.  T. ; Sallie,  wife 
of  Albeit  lliohsmith,  Williamson  comity; 
(-Jeorge;  W.  ileceased ; Fannie  E.,  wife  of 
J'om  Evans;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Warren 
Swindoll;  James;  Ile*am-egard,  a stock  dealei- 
in  Westeni  Te.xas;  and  defferson,  deceased. 

Jesse  A.  McCiitcheon  was  fairly  educated, 
and  just  bet’ore  he  reached  his  majority  en- 
ga<red  in  teachino.  The  war  comino  on  he 
left  the  school- room  to  become  a soldier.  He 
entered  Colonel  Crisji's  regiment,  and  later 
on  went  into  the  Missouri  State  service  un- 
der General  Shell.y.  lie  fought  and  starved 
and  endured  all  the  privations  incident  to  a 
four  years’  war.  The  winter  before  the  close 
lie  went  home  on  a fiirlonoh  and  wliile  there 
joined  a coinpan^^  for  service  in  the  Rio 
Grande  country,  where  he  was  on  duty  when 
news  of  the  surrender  reached  him.  The 
company  broke  up  at  once  and  young  Mc- 
Cutcheon  came  back  to  Williamson  county, 
lie  was  then  attracted  to  the  stock  business 
and  in  this  he  embarked,  being  interested 
with  his  father  and  brothers.  They  drove 
herds  north  into  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Wy- 
oming, and  followed  the  business  with  profit 
until  1870. 

While  in  Kansas  City  preparing  for 
a return  trip  on  one  occasion,  Mr.  Mc- 
Cutcheon  remained  behind  the  other  men  of 
the  company  for  the  jnirpose  of  looking  up  a 
stray  mule  and  was  thus  detained  in  the  city 
a day.  Refore  he  had  overtaken  his  party, 
and  while  at  AVestport,  men  halted  him  in 
the  road  and  demamleil  his  valnaliles.  These 
consisted  of  smne  change  in  a small  purse 
and  $tl,300  in  an  inside  vest  pocket.  l!y 
keeping  a ^tl•ict  watch  on  the  fellows,  Mr. 


Alcthitcheon  was  enabled  to  slip  a couple 
of  pistols  from  his  saddle  pockets,  and  by 
his  bravery  succeeded  in  escaping  without 
linancial  loss. 

k'roni  the  stock  business  he  went  to  the 
farm,  where  he  has  continued  up  to  the 
present  time  and  with  marked  success.  lie 
owns  380  acres  of  land,  270  of  which  arc 
under  cultivation.  In  1802  his  cotton  crop 
amounted  to  120  bales. 

Mr.  McCutcheon  was  married  in  October, 
1872,  to  Sue  Noble,  danchter  of  E.  F.  and 
Sarah  M.  ((’alhoun)  Noble,  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Her  parents  had  twelve  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Mrs.  John  Bennett, 
Mrs.  McCutcheon,  Miss  E.  F.  Noble,  E.  P. 
Noble,  Jr.,  A.  B.  Noble,  William  C.  Noble, 
Mrs.  Dr.  P.  J.  Bowers  and  G.  Ale.vander  No- 
ble. Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCutcheon  are  the  par- 
ents of  six  children:  Pickens  Noble,  Eliza- 
beth Jane,  Jesse  A.,  William  C.,  Sarah  Mar- 
garet, and  John  AVillis. 

Politically,  Mr.  McCutcheon  is  a loyal 
Democrat;  religiously,  a Presbyterian;  and 
socially,  an  agreeable  and  popular  gentleman. 

j E.  TODD,  a progressive  farmer  and 
I stock-raiser  of  Milam  county,  was  born 
in  Polk  county,  Georgia,  on  the  12th 
dav  of  January,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  John 
Todd,  who  was  born  in  Anderson  district, 
South  Cai'olina,  in  1821.  John  Todd  was 
the  younger  of  two  sons  born  to  Andrew 
and  Olive  Totld,  who  also  were  South  Caro- 
linians by  birth.  He  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive State  to  about  the  age  of  twenty,  wlum 
he  emiorated  to  Gcora'ia,  where  he  married 
Sarah,  a dainditer  of  Lewis  and  Mahala  Slier- 
rill,  and  engaged  in  sch.oul-tc-aching  and  in 
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fni’iuino'.  wliicli  lie  fblloweci  successfully  there 
til!  IShl).  Tliat  year  he  iiioved  to  Texas  and 
settled  ill  Milam  count}',  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  en<^aocd  exclusively  iu 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  at  his  home 
near  Maystield  in  1871.  Jlis  wife  is  still  liv- 
inu-,  makim>'  her  home  with  her  son,  the  suh- 
ject  <d'  this  sketch.  John  and  Sarah  Todd 
were  the  jiarents  of  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  became  grown  and  all  of  whom  a"e 
now  living,  being  residents  of  this  State: 
These  are  Eugenia,  the  widow  of  N.  O.  Mc- 
Cowen  of  j\Iilam  county;  Eliza,  who  was 
married  to  J.  E.  Eoi'd  and  i.s  imw  deceased; 
Harriet,  the  wife  of  G.  C.  Timmons  of  Milam 
county;  Ilohert,  a fanner  of  Milam  county; 
Fannie,  the  wife  of  J.  L.  AVard  of  FjCou  coun- 
ty; John  Edwin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Jessie,  the  wife  of  D.  B.  Worcester  of  Milam 
county;  and  Daniel  D.,  a resident  of  Grimes 
county. 

John  Edwin  Todd,  the  subject  of  this  no- 
tice, was  an  infant  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Texas  and  settled  in  Milam  county.  He  was 
reared  in  the  vicinity  of  Mayslieid,  where 
they  took  np  their  residence.  He  was  brought 
up  on  the  farm  and  has  followed  farming  pur- 
suits all  his  life.  His  early  educational  ad- 
vantages were  restricted  to  the  local  schools 
in  the  vicinity  of  Maysfield.  He  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  until  the  latter’s  death, 
when  he  took  charge  of  the  affairs  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  has  successfully  maii- 
aged  since  that  date,  lie  cultivates  about  150 
acres  of  land,  on  which  he  raises  an  abun- 
dance of  Texas  sovereign  products;  cotton 
ami  corn.  He  has  j)laced  the  old  homestead 
under  a good  state  of  cultivation  and  has  put 
many  valuable  improvements  on  it,  the.'e  in- 
cluding a good  comfortable  dwelling  erected 

or'  o 

at  a cost  of  Si, 800,  outbuildings  and  fruit 
orchards  and  other  conveniences. 


Mr.  Todd  is  devoted  sti'ictly  to  farming, 
never  having  held  any  public  ottice  or  allowed 
any  other  j)ursuit  to  interfere  with  his  farm- 
ing intcsrcsts.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 
He  is  an  Ap[)renticed  Mason. 


jlLLTAM  T.  EVANS,  of  Hutto, 
'Williamson  county,  Texas,  is  one  of 
the  wheel-horses  of  the  pioneer  tribe 
of  this  wealthy  county.  His  photograph 
may  be  seen  along  with  probably  a huudred 
others,  all  old  county  landmarks,  in  the 
Georgetown  gallery  and  in  the  homes  of 
many  of  the  county’s  first  families. 

Mr.  Evans  was  born  near  Bowling  Green 
in  AVarren  county,  Kentucky,  December  19, 
1822.  • He  was  there  reared,  and  sparingly 
educated.  AVlien  he  was  eleven  years  of  age, 
Mr.  Evans’  parents  moved  to  Tennessee, 
and  within  the  next  five  years  the  father  died, 
and  about  twelve  years  later  the  mother. 
He  did  farm  work  in  Montgomery  county, 
being  a hand  and  overseeing  hands  until 
1811,  when  he  went  to  his  brother’s  in  Mis- 
sissippi, where  he  engaged  in  the  same  busi- 
ness. He  soon  after  married  and  bouo-ht  a 

O 

small  farm  near  Crystal  Springs.  There  he 
resided  until  his  coming  to  Texas  in  1851. 

He  became  convinced  that  somewhere 
west  there  was  a better  country  than  Missis- 
sippi. He  started  out  on  the  search,  found 
Texas,  and  the  spot  on  which  he  wanted  to 
settle,  returned  for  his  family,  and  when  he 
could  not  sell  his  little  farm  just  drove  off 
and  left  it.  It  was  Christmas  week,  1851, 
that  he  jiitched  tent  on  Brushy  creek,  near 
where  his  present  handsome  i-esidence  now 
stands.  The  third  veai'  he  bomrlit  IOC  acres, 
at  8(),25  per  acre,  being  a renter  the  first  two 
yeai'S.  His 
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710  acres  in  Williamson,  Travis  and  Bastrop 
counties.  Boi-  many  years  after  1854  Mr. 
Evans  was  engai^ed  in  that  common  and 
profitable  business,  stock  dealing,  lie  drove 
to  Kansas  and  Kew  Orleans  and  other  points, 
and  for  four  years  dnidng  the  Civil  war  he 
was  detailed  to  drive  for  the  Confederate 
government  as  snpeidntendent  or  chief  of  the 
squad. 

Pni'sning  the  history  of  the  Evans  family 
further,  we  tind  Elisha  Evans  to  be  the 
father  of  onr  subject,  lie  was  by  birth  a 
Virginian,  born  in  Bnckingham  comity,  that 
State,  in  1778.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
there,  and  about  the  year  1808  moved  to 
Kentucky.  He  was  a tobacco  farmer  and  a 
tine  business  man,  popular  in  his  county  and 
a Deacon  of  the  Baptist  church.  For  his 
wife  he  married  Judith  Ferguson,  by  whom 
he  had  ten  children,  as  follows:  Elizabeth, 

deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Laniers  Bootright; 
George,  who  died  in  Mississippi;  Edmund,  a 
resident  of  Cave  City,  Kentucky;  Robert,  de- 
ceased; John,  deceased;  Joel,  deceased;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  David  Gillespie,  of  Mississippi ; 
Martlia,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Ambrose 
Spencer;  AMilliam  T. ; Elisha,  deceased;  and 
Isaiah. 

AMilliam  T.  Evans  married  Mary  Henning- 
ton,  whose  father,  John  Ilennington,  married 
Margaret  Berry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hennington 
had  the  following  children:  Abram;  Ann, 

who  married  a Mr.  Flowers;  Margaret,  who 
was  twice  married,  first  to  a Mr.  Gowan  and 
after  his  death  to  a Mr.  Hewitt;  John; 
Henry;  Mrs.  Evans;  Joshua;  and  Caroline. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  are: 
Ann,  Lovie.  Thomas,  Mary,  Gertrude,  Lizzie, 
Cornillns  and  .Vsithenea. 


d MIDGE  E.  V.  TERBAL,  son  of  James 
S.  and  Aletha  lleidclburg  Terral,  was 
— born  in  Jasjier  county,  A1  ississi[)pi,  No- 
vember 13,  1833.  His  jiarents  were  natives 
of  Mississippi,  whei’o  his  paternal  grand- 
father, Edward  Young  Terral,  sottleil  early  in 
this  centm-y.  The  elder  Terral  was  a native 
' of  South  Carolina,  a planter,  a man  of  means 
, and  influence,  a ])ul)lic-spirited,  patriotic  gen- 
^ tleinan.  James  S.  Terral  was  ahso  a planter, 
possessed  a competence,  lived  as  became  one 
of  his  [)Osition  and  means  and  died  in  his  na- 
; tive  State,  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 
There  his  wife,  Aletha  Heidelberg  Terral, 
also  died,  and  there  his  children,  with  the 
exception  of  the  subject  of  this  notice,  re- 
side. Judge  Samuel  II.  Terral,  a member  of 
this  family,  is  a prominent  lawyer  of  Quit- 
man,  Mississippi,  Judge  of  the  judicial  dis- 
I trictin  which  he  lives  and  a man  of  excellent 
reputation  and  tine  attainments. 

E.  Y.  Terral,  with  whom  this  notice  has  to 
do,  was  reared  in  Jasper  county,  Mississippi, 
in  the  select  schools  of  wdiich  county  he  re- 
ceived the  eleiuents  of  a common  English 
education.  In  April,  1861,  he  entered  the 
Confederate  army,  enlisting  in  Company  F, 
Sixteenth  Mississippi  Infantry.  He  served 
in  the  army  of  Virginia,  Ewell’s  division, 
Trimble’s  brigade,  with  which  he  took  part  in 
the  operations  about  Front  Roj-al, Winchester, 
Cross  Keys  and  other  j)laces  in  that  vicinity 
until  the  fall  of  1862,  when  on  account  of  fail- 
ing health  he  quit  the  service  and  returned 
home.  In  1863  he  moved  to  Texas  and 
shortly  afti-rward  again  entered  the  army, en- 
listing in  Bradford’s  regiment,  with  which 
he  served  during  the  remainder  of  the  war. 

After  the  surrender  he  settled  on  a farm  in 
Afilam  county  and  with  the  i‘Xce[)tion  of  two 
years  s[ient  in  Mi.'sissipj)i  has  been  a resident 
! of  this  county  since.  He  was  eng.aged  in 
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farming  II])  to  wlieii  lie  was  elected  to 

the  ollice  of  dounty  .ludge,  lioldiiicr  that  ol'- 
lice  hy  re-election  until  18U2.  During  dndge 
Terral's  tenn  of  otllce  a vast  amount  of  jiub- 
lic  hiisiness  was  tiansacted  hefore  him,  audit 
was  uniformlv  well  and  faithfully  done.  The 
dilferent  funds,  puhlic  and  tiduciary,  under  his 
control  were  properly  cared  for,  the  county’s 
wai'ds  and  charges  conscientiously  looked 
after  and  the  vexed  question  of  roads  and 
bridges  handled  economically , and  other  mat- 
ters falling  under  his  jurisdiction  promptly 
and  elKeiently  acted  upon.  The  most  im- 
portant of  his  olficial  acts  were  those  in  con- 
nection with  the  building  of  the  new  court- 
house. The  movement  which  resulted  in  the 
erection  of  this  splendid  structure  took  form 
and  was  carried  through  during  his  term  of 
office.  As  presiding  officer  of  the  Commis- 
sioner’s Court  and  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  select  plans  and  specifications  and 
supervise  the  construction  he  was  called  upon 
to  use  his  official  powers  and  to  exercise  his 
discretion  almost  daily  from  the  time  the  agi- 
tation began  until  the  building  was  completed. 
His  wisdom  and  patience  were  often  put  to 
the  test,  but  he  bore  himself  with  dignity 
on  all  occasions,  did  what  seemed  to  him  at 
the  time  to  be  best,  and  his  conduct  has 
been  generally  approved  by  a large  majority 
of  the  thoughtful  and  public-spirited  citizens 
of  the  county.  In  addition  to  having  served 
six  years  as  Judge  of  the  county.  Judge  Ter- 
ral  served  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Coun- 
ty Commissioners  for  eight  years — -from 
1878  to  1886— -from  precinct  Xo.  2.  He 
is  therefore  familiar  with  the  county’s  af- 
fairs, and  an  authority  as  regards  things 
done  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  Indus- 
try, attention  to  the  details  of  office,  a solici- 
tude foi'  the  public  interest,  jioliteness  to 
those  havino-  business  before  him  always 


marked  his  public  action.  The  Judge  i-i  a 
Democrat,  and  whenevei’  politics  have  en- 
tered into  a race  in  which  he  has  been  a 
candidate  he  has  always  acted  with  his  party. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Baj)tist  Church  and 
has  a family. 

WjIhLIAM  II.  ASKEW.— Along  in 
' the  latter  jiart  of  the  ’60s,  the  State 
— ‘ — ■ of  Texas  was  receiving  a class  of  per- 
manent settlers,  hundreds  of  young  men 
from  the  other  States,  with  more  energy  than 
money,  more  manhood  than  any  other  com- 
modity. Among  these  was  our  subject.  He 
left  Alabama,  his  adopted  State,  in  1867,  in 
company  with  G.  AY.  Hunt,  a neighbor  boy, 
took  up  his  westward  march,  overtaking  at 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  the  Anderson  and 
Ellison  families,  with  whom  they  completed 
their  journey,  making  their  first  stop  in 
Washington  county.  Our  subject  worked  on 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Hammond  for  a portion  of 
the  crop,  while  there;  and  when  the  agree- 
ment was  executed,  not  carino-  to  remain 
longer  in  the  county,  he  came  to  Milam 
county,  reaching  here  fh  Alarch,  1868,  and 
that  season  he  worked  on  shares. 

The  next  year  our  subject  bought  a seventy- 
acre  tract  and  cultivated  it  two  years,  but 
having  a strong  desire  to  see  more  of  the 
State,  he  sold  out  the  farm  and  bought  a 
pony,  making  a tour  of  inspection  over  Co- 
manche, Coryell,  Eastland,  Tarrant,  Johnson, 
Bell  and  other  counties.  He  then  returned 
to  Alabama,  where  he  remained  fi-om  August, 
1871,  to  Eebruaiy,  1872,  when,  in  company 
with  two  brothers,  the  trip  to  Texas  was 
again  made.  The  second  yi>ar  here  he  bought 
the  old  site  of  the  Smith  laud  of  li.  II.  Smith, 
and  remained  until  188t),  when  he  juirchased 
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and  moved  to  Ids  pi'eseiit  liome.  This  con- 
tained, at  that  time,  ninety  aei'es,  and  was 
owned  hy  ,J.  M.  Ivillen.  Tlie  jjrotits  of  tlie 
place  have  been  snid'C  in  good  black  soil  as 
they  accumulated,  738  acres  being  tlie  sum 
total  of  Ids  rtaal  holdings,  300  acres  of  which 
he  cultivates.  Hog  creek  runs  through  the 
farm,  giving  it  good  drainage  and  an  ample 
water  supply.  In  the  management  of  his 
[dan  tat  ion,  Mr.  Askew  shows  rare  tact  and 
good  judgment.  Ilis  home  is  a model  of 
neatness,  and  there  hospitality  reigns,  even 
straimers  bein<r  made  to  feel  at  home  while 

O c? 

under  his  roof. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Askew  engaged  in  feeding 
stock  for  market,  ranging  fi-om  50  to  200 
head,  and  his  farm  stock  is  of  his  own  rais- 
ing. 

Elective  office  our  subject  has  never  held, 
but  he  is  Notary  Public  of  his  precinct,  and 
is  Postmaster  of  Pailey ville,  appointed  in 
1800.  In  September,  1800,  he  bought  out 
C.  W.  J.  Bailey’s  general  merchandise  busi- 
ness in  Bailevville.  He  carries  a stock  of 
$3,500,  his  sales  being  $8,000  annually. 

Mr.  Askew  is  a Democrat,  and  a leader 
and  molder  of  opinion  in  his  county.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1847,  and 
is  a son  of  H.  J.  Askew,  who  was  liorn  in 
the  same  State,  in  1816.  He  received  no 
education,  but  it  was  mainly  his  own  fault, 
as  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  go  to  school, 
and  became  a successful  farmer  until  the 
opening  of  the  war.  He  lost  heavily,  then, 
and  has  never  recovered.  In  1852  he  re- 
moved to  Alabama,  residing  there  until  1887, 
wdieu  he  came  to  Texas  in  oi’der  to  he  among 
his  children.  He  had  been  a soldier  under 
.lackson  in  the  Indian  war. 

The  mother  (d‘  our  subject  was  iu  her 
maiden  days  M iss  Eleanor  .Maddox,  and  the 
following  children  were  born  (d'  that  union: 


James,  killed  at  Atlanta;  Joseph  \V.;  Uriah, 
deceased,  and  ('haidie.  Mi'S.  Askc'V  died  in 
1862.  J'wo  yeais  later  he  married  Mrs. 
Elliott,  the  sister  of  his  tii'st  wife,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Maddox,  of  Georgia. 
Py  this  mari'iage  there  were  born  the  follow 
ing  childi'cn:  John;  Paimie,  who  manded 

B.P.  Bozeman;  Benjamin;  Sidney  and  Rob- 
ert. Our  subject  mai-ried  in  ( )ctober,  1887, 
iVIiss  i\Iollie,  a daughter  of  i\Iilton  Cargill, 
deceaseil,  from  Louisiana.  Mr.  Cargill  mar- 
ried a daughter  of  iMcClem  Taylor.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Askew  ai'e  the  j)arents  (,>f  two  children: 
W.  Lucian  and  Gladys. 


W.  PORTER,  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Burleson  county,  Texas,  who  has  con- 
tributed by  his  enterprise  and  worthy 
character  to  the  upbuilding  and  welfai-e  of 
his  community,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  Sep- 
tember 18,  1836.  His  parents,  Benjamin  J. 
and  Matilda  J.  (Wilson)  Porter,  were  also  na- 
tives of  that  beautiful  and  historic  State,  his 
father  being  an  old  resident  of  Butler  coun- 
ty. Benjamin  J.  was  of  Irish  descent,  and 
in  his  youncrer  days  was  engaged  in  school 
teaching.  In  1846  he  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  the  new  and  unsettled  country  of 
Texas,  making  the  Louisiana  journey  by  flat- 
boat  and  steamer  up  the  Red  river  to  Shreve- 
port. tl'.ence  by  w.agous  to  Texas,  arriving  in 
Burleson  county  in  March.  1847.  Here  he 
settled  on  land  which  he  industriously  culti- 
vated and  also  engaged  in  stock  raising,  in 
both  of  which  he  was  satisfactorily  successful. 
He  was  strongly  Democratic  in  his  political 
views  and  took  (piite  an  active  part  iu  public 
atl'airs.  He  was  fur  many  years  a devuted 
member  of  the  l’a[)tist  Church.  'I'his  good 
man  was  lost  to  a sorrowing  family  and  com- 
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iiuinity  in  184U,  his  death  being  widely  and 
sincerely  mourned.  His  faithful  wife  sur- 
vived him  until  October,  1890,  when,  at  the 
i‘ij)e  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  she  also 
departed  this  life  to  I'ejoin  her  husband  in  the 
great  beyond.  She  was  before  niandage  a 
member  of  the  Pi'esbytei  ian  Church,  but  af- 
terward joined  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
faith  she  died.  These  worthy  [)eople  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
were  daughters:  Agnes,  the  oldest,  married 
It.  T.  Blacklock  and  resides  in  Lampasas 
county,  Texas;  j\fary  married  William  Tlnn-p, 
both  of  whom  are  now  dead;  Sally  A.  mar- 
ried M.  F.  Figley,  and  they  are  both  now  de- 
ceased; Nancy  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Sparks,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  and  meichant  of  Burleson 
county;  Angeline  married  Coitus  Jackson,  a 
farmer  of  Burleson  county,  who  is  now  dead; 
J.  W.  is  the  subject  of  this  s-ketch;  Martha 
is  the  wife  of  John  XL  Frame,  a well-known 
resident  of  Belton,  who  is  also  a Burleson 
county  land  owner. 

J.  W.  I^orter,  whose  name  heads  this  biog- 
raphy, was  the  only  son  and  next  to  the 
youngest  of  seven  children.  He  was  but  ten 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to 
this  county,  in  which  he  has  resided  ever 
since.  He  was  reared  to  farming  and  the 
stock  business,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  the  McKinzie  Insti- 
tute of  Clarksville,  to  which  latter  place  he 
traveled  on  horseback  over  a distance  of  more 
than  300  miles.  He  ciuiiinned  at  home  un- 
til he  had  passed  his  majority,  ami,  after  his 
father’s  death  in  iSlO,  helped  to  care  for  the 
family  and  sujiei’intcnded  the  home  farm. 

In  1857  he  married  and  removed  to  a hoine 
of  his  own,  where'  he  commenced  o{)ei’ation.' 
for  himself.  d'his  peaceful  life  was  inter- 
iiipti'd  by  the  civil  war  which  thri'atened  to 
dc'stroy  the  country.  He  entereed  the  Con- 


■l0:i 


federate  army  in  March,  1802,  enlisting  in 
Company  k’,  Fighth  Texas  Inlanti'y,  and  was 
consigned  to  the  Trans-J\rississi[)pi  Hepart- 
ment,  with  operations  in  Louisiana  and  Ar- 
kansas. He  remained  in  the  army  until  the 
close  of  the  war  and  experienced  some  hard 
service,  although  he  was  never  wounded  or 
ca[)tured.  He  was  stationed  at  Hempstead, 
Texas,  when  the  war  closed,  and  the  com- 
mand was  disbanded. 

He  then  returned  to  his  home  and  resumed 
his  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  soon  after- 
ward  bought  land  and  has  resided  in  this 
neighborhood  since  1848,  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  and  when  he  was  in  the  war.  He 
has  added  to  his  first  purchase  and  now  owns 
900  acres  of  fertile  land.  Most  of  this  is 
under  fence,  250  acres  being  in  a good  state 
of  cultivation,  devoted  to  mixed  farming, 
mostly  cotton  and  corn.  He  also  raises  and 
handles  cattle  and  other  stock,  has  a good 
range,  and  is  paidicnlarly  successful  in  tlie 
raiding  of  hogs. 

Mr.  Porter  was  first  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Duncan,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Dora  Duncan,  of  Tennessee.  Her  parents 
came  to  Texas  about  1854,  and  after  a few 
moves  they  settled  in  Burleson  county,  where 
her  father  died  in  1894,  her  mother  still  sur- 
viving in  Hill  county.  By  this  marriage  Mr. 
Porter  had  four  children:  William  B..  resid- 
ing in  Nolan  county,  is  employed  in  a mer- 
cantile hout-e;  Dota  J.  is  the  wife  of  J.  B. 
Hill,  a thrilty  larmer  of  Bosque  county; 
John  I).,  married,  is  a practicing  j)hysician 
cif  Builcson  county;  and  C.  C.  is  teaching 
i-chool  in  Milam  county.  The  devoted  wife 
and  motlu'r  of  this  family  died  December  10, 
1800,  li'aviim-  to  the  care  tJ  her  husband 
their  four  small  chiidi'en.  In  1807  Mr. 
Porter  marnb'd  Miss  Ellen  (lre>ham.  dangh- 
tei' of  Edward  H.dii'sham  of  (ieorgia,  who 
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came  to  Texas  in  IS-io.  Me  was  a natiii-al 
mecliaiiic  and  I'ui'merly  did  hiacksmithino 
and  built  gins,  etc.,  Imt  i.s  now  in  Milam 
comity.  15y  the  second  mai-riage,  ]\[r.  Porter 
had  three  children : E.  T.,  who  is  tcachino; 
J.  Doll,  still  at  home;  and  Minnie,  who  died 
aged  two  years.  This  happy  household  was 
again  invaded  liy  Death,  who  aoain  claimed 
the  wife  and  mother  of  a sorrowing  family. 
She  died  in  December,  1S81,  lamented  by  all 
who  knew  her.  In  1882  Mr.  Toiler  married 
Miss  S.  Jennie  McKinney,  horn  in  Alabama, 
November  3,  184-1,  and  a daughter  of  Jasper 
and  l\larlha  G.  McKinney,  who  came  from 
that  State  to  Texas  in  1852,  settling  in  Milam 
county.  Her  father  was  a leading  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  an  enterprising 
man.  He  died  in  November,  1880,  and  his 
widow  still  survives  him,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty years. 

Politically,  Mr.  Porter  is  Democratic,  like 
his  father,  and  is  actively  interested  in  public 
welfare.  He  has  tilled  several  minor  offices 
in  a satisfactory  manner,  has  served  six  years 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  acted  three  terms 
as  County  Commissioner.  He  holds  stock 
in  the  Grange  and  Alliance  stores  at  Cald- 
well. He  and  his  wife  or  worthy  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  enjoy  the  highest 
regard  of  the  community  in  which  they  have 
lived  so  long. 


tOBEPT  TODD,  a progressive  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Milam  comity,  was 
^ horn  in  Polk  county,  Georgia,  on  the 
18th  day  of  Septendiei',  1852,  and  is 
a son  of  John  'I’odd.  w ho  was  honi  in  Ander- 
son district.  Smith  Carolina,  in  1S21.  John 
Todd  was  the  ymingei'  of  two  sons  horn  to 
Andrew  and  < )li\  e Todd,  w ho  wm’c  al.-o  South 


Carolinians  by  hii’tli.  He  was  leared  in  his 
nativi'  Stale  to  about  the  age  of  eighteen, 
when  heeniierated  to  Gcoigia,  where  he  mar- 
ried  Saralr,  a dauehtei-  of  Lewis  and  Mahala 
Shendll,  and  engaged  in  school-teaching  and 
in  fanning,  which  he  followed  successfully 
there  till  185‘J.  That  year  he  moved  to 
Texas,  settling  in  Milam  county,  wdiere  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  ex- 
clnsivoly  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died 
at  his  home  near  Maystiehl,  August  17,  1872. 
His  wife  is  still  livino,  making  her  home 
with  her  son',  J.  E.  Todd,  in  Milam  county. 
John  and  Sarah  To^d  were  ihe  parents  of 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  became  grown 
and  most  of  whom  are  now'  living,  being 
residents  of  this  State.  These  are  Eugenia, 
the  widow  of  N.  O.  McCow'en,  of  Milam 
county;  Eliza,  the  wdfe  of  J.  L.  Eord,  of 
Brown  county;  llan-iet,  the  wife  of  G.  C. 
Timmons,  of  Milam  county;  liobert,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Eannie,  the  wife  of 
J.  L.  Ward,  of  Leon  county;  John  Edwin,  a 
successful  farmer  of  Milam  county;  Jessie, 
the  wdfe  of  D.  B.  Worcester,  of  Cameron; 
and  Daniel  D.,  a resident  of  Grimes  county. 

Hohert  Todd  was  about  seven  years  old 
when  his  ]iarents  came  to  Texas.  His  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  passed  in  the  vicinity 
of  Maystieid,  whei'e  they  settled.  He  grew 
up  on  the  farm  and  has  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising  all  his  life.  His  early  educa- 
tional advantages  were  limited,  hut  he  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  the  elements  of  a common- 
school  training,  which,  siipjileinented  by  a 
plenty  of  practical  experience,  has  enabled 
him  to  hold  his  own  rcasonahly  well  in  the 
battle  of  life.  On  reaching  his  majority  he 
engao'cil  in  farming  for  himself,  and  followed 
this  succcs.-'full V fur  several  years.  Ho  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  stock  business, 
and  ga\e  this  excln.-'ive  attention,  for  a few 
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je;irs,  wlieii  ho  aaaiii  went  on  the  farm,  buy- 
ing 310  acres  of  land  lying  nine  miles  north 
of  Cameron.  He  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  live-stock  operations  since,  owning 
now  about  1,500  acres,  partly  in  this  county 
and  partly  in  Callalum  county,  this  State, 
lie  handles  a large  number  of  cattle  every 
year,  and  is  known  as  an  authority  in  live- 
stock matters.  lie  has  been  Deputy  Sheriif 
of  Milam  county  for  six  years,  but  beyond 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  takes  but 
little  interest  in  public  matters. 

In  1872  ]\Ir.  Todd  married  Miss  Ella 
Evans,  a daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Jannett 
Evans,  who  moved  to  Texas  in  May,  18G0, 
from  Louisiana.  Mi-s.  Todd  was  born  in 
Alabama,  December  6,  1856,  and  is  the 
youngest  of  four  childi  en  born  to  her  parents, 
the  others  being  James  L.,  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
J.  T.  Miller,  and  Emenda,  the  wife  of  A.  J. 
Williamson. 

Mr.  atid  Mrs.  Todd  have  six  children: 
Olive,  Pearl,  John,  Giles,  Stella  and  Wilbur 
Crawford. 

Mr.  Todd  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Cameron  Lodge,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Democrat. 


OIIjST  T.  IIAADLE. — The  stock  from 
which  the  subject  of  this  ‘sketch  de- 
scended came  originally  from  England 
and  Ireland,  or,  broadly  speaking,  from  the 
Pritish  Isles.  Ills  progenitors  emigrated  to 
this  country  before  the  American  Devolution 
and  settled  very  probably  in  Virginia.  Will- 
iam Dandle,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was 
born  in  the  “ Old  Dominion,”  whence  he 
n.owd  in  j)ioneei-  da3>  to  Georgia,  where  he 
was  for  many  year^  in  later  life  a W('althy  and 
influential  planter,  lie  teems  to  ha\e  been  in 
early  life  a bold,  adventui-ous  sj)irit,  having 


much  of  the  I'oniantic  ami  practical  fused  in 
his  nature,  Imt  withal  an  industrious,  ])atri- 
otic  citizen  amf  devoted  friemd  and  compan- 
ion. He  penetrated  the  wilds  of  central  and 
north  Georgia  early  in  the  last  century,  and 
knew  personally  many  of  the  heads  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  that  roamed  over  that  section. 
Mr.  Dandle  has  in  his  possession  a watch  the 
case  of  which  is  made  of  gold  dug  by  this 
grandfather,  in  Georgia,  in  1740.  He  died 
there  and  was  succeeded  in  name  and  estate 
by  a son,  7Tilliam,  who  was  the  father  of 
John  T.  of  this  ai-ticle.  The  second  William 
Dandle  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1812  and 
reared  there.  About  the  time  he  reached  his 
m.ajority  he  married  a Miss  Durham  of  that 
State,  who,  however,  died  in  a few  years,  leav- 
ing no  issue.  About  1830  he  married  Miss 
Erances  E.  Gibson,  daughter  of  Churchill 
Gibson,  ail  Alabama  planter,  and,  with  this 
lady  and  his  family  of  six  children  whom  he 
had  by  her,  emigrated  to  Texas  in  1850,  set- 
tling on  the  Drazos  river  in  Dobertson 
county.  Here  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
this  wife  a year  later,  Imt  married  some  time 
afterward  a Mrs.  Terrell,  and  moved  to  Wash- 
ington county  and  thence  to  Coryell  county, 
where  in  1885  he  died,  in  the  seventy-third 
year  of  his  age. 

His  lesidence  in  Texas  thus  covered  thirty- 
five  years,  and  having  come  soon  after  the 
State’s  admission  into  the  Union  he  wit- 
nessed a lai-ge  shai-e  of  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment,  takingan  active  but  unpretentious 
{lai-t  in  this  work  himself.  Dy  industry  and 
good  management  he  succeeded  in  acenmn- 
hiting  considerable  prujierty  before  the  war, 
but  lost  mo.'t  of  it  in  that  gi-eat  conflict,  hav- 
ing sold  his  slaves  and  the  greater  jiart  of  his 
personal  pmperty  for  wluhdi  he  took  notes 
that  tnrnc(l  out  to  be  worthless.  He  still  had 
some  land,  however,  and  liy  tlu'  {iractice  of 
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II I STORY  OF  TFXAS. 


tlie  same  industi-y  ami  frugal  mauiig(uiient 
that  had  chai-actei-izcid  his  careei'  in  earlv  life 
he  simceedc-d  in  niakiim  a comtortahle  liviiic 
for  himself  down  to  his  last  days,  and  also 
i-emlereil  his  L-.hildren  mneh  aid  as  they  (!ame 
on  and  were  settled  off  to  themselves.  lie 
had  enjoyed  in  youth  only  ver}'  limited  edu- 
cational advantages,  hut  was  a man  of  miod 
general  information  and  possessed  vei’y  cor- 
rect  habits  and  feelings.  He  was  a memher 
<d‘  the  Masonic  fiaiternity  and  in  later  life  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  Jly  his  second  wife, 
Frances  (Gibson]  Handle,  he  hadsi.x  children, 
all  of  whom  became  grown  and  were  man  ied. 
These  are:  William  II.,  John  T.,  Espie, 

Aurelia,  Georoie  and  Ella.  M^illiam  II.  died 
in  Hryan,  this  State,  September  27,  1878; 
John  T.  is  the  snigect  of  this  notice;  Espie 
is  now  the  wife  of  William  Jenkins,  of  Ve- 
lasco, this  State;  Aurelia  is  the  wife  of  11.  S. 
Hi])kin,  of  Midland,  Texas;  Geoi’gia  is  the 
deceased  wife  of  Dr.  L.  J.  Turner,  of  IVfilam 
county;  and  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Hrink- 
man,  of  Velasco. 

John  T.  Handle  was  born  in  Coweta  county, 
Georgia,  June  10,  1842,  and  was  in  his 
seventh  year  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Texas.  On  the  death  of  his  mother  the  year 
after  the  family  came  to  this  State  he  went 
to  live  with  an  aunt,  a Mrs.  Susan  Daniel,  of 
AV^ashington  county,  with  whom  he  made  his 
home  until  his  father’s  marriage  the  third 
time,  lie  then  returned  to  his  father’s  house 
and  lived  there,  thus  passing  his  eaidy  years 
on  the  farm.  lie  attended  Baylor  Univer- 
sity, then  located  at  Independence,  Washing- 
ton county,  from  wddeh  he  received  a reason- 
ably good  education. 

At  the  opening  of  the  war  in  ISdl,  lud'oi-e 
any  forces  had  been  organized  in  this  jiart  of 
the  State  for  the  Coid'cHleiate  sm  \ in.',  he  in 
company  with  eight  othei-s  went  to  Mi^^'on|•i, 


whei-e  he  entered  Brice’s  army  and  served  for 
about  six  mouth.-,  taking  part  in  the  I'aids  of 
that  date.  He  then  ivturned  to  Texas,  hav- 
ing heal'd  that  acti\e  steps  were  being  taken 
by  the  jieople  of  the  State*  to  send  Confeder- 
ate troojis  to  the  fr.mt.and  entered  Company 
A,  Captain  Thomas  Harrison,  Eighth  Texas 
Cavalry,  commanded  hy  Colonel  John  A. 
Horton.  Joining  General  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston’s  army,  under  this  command  he  got 
to  Shiloh  just  before  the  engagement  at  that 
place,  jiarticipating  in  it,  and  was  with  his 
command  from  that  time  on  until  the  sur- 
render, taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Perryviile, 
Kentucky,  Murfrecsborough,  Stone  Hiver, 
Chickamauga,  the  siege  of  Knoxville  and  all 
of  the  Georgia  campaign,  his  regiment  being 
one  of  the  detachments  that  huno-  on  the 

O 

wdng  of  Sherman’s  army  and  gave  it  all  the 
annoyance  possilde  in  its  march  to  the  sea. 

Heturning  home  in  1805,  Air.  Handle 
farmed  for  about  a year  and  a half  i_n  AVash- 
ington  county,  wdien  he  came  to  Milam 
county,  and  in  1808  married  Miss  Frances 
L.  Hoger.s,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Frances 
Hogers,  then  of  this  county,  and  settled  on  a 
section  of  land  which  his  father  had  given 
him,  where  he  took  up  farming  pursuits. 
Not  content  with  his  holdings  then,  he  be- 
gan  to  branch  out  as  his  means  w'ouhl  allow, 
buying  unimproved  laud  for  which  he  went 
partially  in  debt,  paying  out  from  year  to 
year  as  he  made  the  money  to  do  it  with.  In 
this  way  he  came  to  own  a farm  of  2,100 
acres  lying  in  the  Little  river  valley  in  the 
west  |)ai't  of  the  county,  all  rich  land  and 
about  one  fourth  in  cultivation.  He  farms 
largely  by  the  tenant  system,  having  somc 
ten  or  a dozen  families  liv  ing  on  hi>  place. 
His  farm  is  well-stocked  and  eondiiete'l  in  a 
thoroughgoing,  business  like  way.  lu  addi- 
tion to  thi.'  he  own-  valuable  propc'i'ty  in 
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liockilaUi,  iiicliidiii^  a liaiuNoiiie  I'csidencc, 
wliicdi  lie  la'cently  ere(;tod  then',  liaving 
moved  to  that  place  lor  the  liettei'  education 
of  Ids  childi'en. 

He  lia5  a family  of  eioUt.  one  heino  de- 

J O O 

ceased,  all  of  whom  are  still  at  liome  with 
their  parents,  these  being;  Idllian  II.,  Foi'- 
rest,  Minnie,  Ozell,  John  T.,  Lutitia  (de- 
cease<l),  Edna,  Bi’inkman,  and  Gihson.  ]\Irs. 
Randle  and  two  of  her  oldest  danohters  ai-e 

O 

members  of  the  Baptist  Chnreh,  toward 
which  chnrch  Mr.  Randle  inclines  in  belief 
but  is  not  a member.  He  is  liberal  in  his 
charities  both  toward  this  oroanization  and 
all  others,  and  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
schools. 

EORGE  W.  MALORE.  -With  all  the 
heterogeneous  elements  that  enter  into 
the  constituency  of  our  national  life 
there  is  no  foreign  land  that  has  per- 
haps contributed  more  effectively  to  the  vital- 
izing and  vivifying  of  our  magnificent  com- 
monwealth,  with  its  diverse  interests  and  its 
cosmopolitan  make-up,  than  has  the  Emerald 
Isle,  the  land  of  legend  and  romance;  the  j 
land  of  native  wit  and  honest  simplicity  of 
life;  the  land  of  sturdy  integrity  and  resolute 
good  nature.  To  Ireland  we  owe  the  incep- 
tion of  many  of  our  most  capable,  most  hon- 
ored and  most  patriotic  families  in  the.se 
latter  days,  and  there  has  been  no  nationality 
that  has  been  more  readily  assimilated  into 
the  very  fabric  of  comple.x  elements  that  go 
to  make  up  one  and  the  best  nation  ever 
spread  l)eneath  the  blue  vault  of  heaven;  no 
class  of  people  that  has  been  nini-e  thoi-oughy 
in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  pr(.)gress  that  is 
typical  (if  (iiir  national  existence. 

As  an  I'xeni |)1  i licatidii  of  certain  of  the 
2a 


above  statements  we  need  not  go  fai'  to  iind 
instances,  and  in  a review  of  the  lifc(d  Gcajrgci 
W.  Maloui'  and  a ivfei’cnce  to  his  lineage  will 
it  be  shown  again  that  onr  statements  have 
not  been  incongruous.  One  of  the  most 
pronunent  and  prosperous  planters  of  Travis 
’ county,  Texas,  is  he  whose  name  initiates  this 
sketch.  The  American  ‘‘self-made  man”  is 
an  original  and  interesting  type,  and  such  an 
man  is  Mr,  Malone,  who,  by  his  own  industry 
and  exertion.',  coupled  with  sound  judgment 
and  determined  spirit,  has  won  a meiated  re- 
ward in  the  accumulation  of  a large  property. 

Several  generations  ago  the  ancestors  of 
our  subject  emigrated  fi'om  Ireland  to  the 
Hnited  States,  originally  locating  in  North 
Carolina,  and  later  on  removing  to  Tennessee. 
Upon  attaining  the  age  of  maturity  our  sub- 
ject followed  in  the  footsteps  of  liis  progeni- 
tors by  hying  him  to  a new  and  undeveloped 
section  of  the  Union,  and  thei-e  setting  val- 
I iantly  to  work  to  reclaim  from  nature’s  hands 
the  benefices  she  had  withheld  unto  the  hour 
of  being  thus  importuned.  Thus  the  subject 
j of  this  sketch  became  a pioneer  of  the  Lone 
I Star  State. 

George  W.  Malone  was  born  in  Orange 
county.  North  Carolina,  October  6,  1880, 
being  the  third  son  and  sixth  in  order  of 
birth  of  the  eight  children  born  to  Isham  and 
Elizabeth  (Cheatham)  Malone.  While  George 
was  still  a child  only  throe  years  old  the 
family  emigrated  to  Tennessee  and  settled  in 
Maury  county.  There  our  subject  grew  tt> 
mature  years,  receiving  incidentally  nich 
educational  advantao-es, — limited,  it  must  be 
said,  -as  were  afforded  in  the  rural  districts 
of  a section  yet  in  the  process  of  dt'velop- 
ment.  Being.  Iiowevei',  a boy  of  quick  per- 
eej)ti(.ms  and  iidiei’iting  that  acute  native  wit 
eliai'actei'i'tie  oi  tla,-  Irish  blond,  he  cained 
from  hij.  sulitequeiit  contact  with  the  world  a 
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pi'aciical  knowledge  wliich  lias  stood  him  per 
haps  inniv  in  hand  than  would  a iiKM'e  tlieo- 
rnlical  edueation.  llis  lather  was  a ineehanic. 
and  fannei-  in  Tennessee,  and  was  a manor 
no  little  prominence  in  the  community,  hav- 
ing served  fur  tiiirtj  years  <as  Postmaster  at 
Ashwood,  Tennessee,  where  they  I'csided.  (^f 
the  eight  ehildi'cn  born  to  Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Isham 
j\I alone  it  is  relevant  that  a brief  record  he 
incorpoi'ate  I in  this  connection:  INfary,  Ilazil 
Y.,  AV^illiam  and  Catherine  ai-e  all  deceased;  ] 
Ylartha  is  the  widow  ol  -I.  J.  Ilryant  and  le- 
sides  in  llosque  county,  Texas;  George  W.  is 
the  subject  of  this  review;  Joseph  P.  is  de- 
ceased; and  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Mc- 
Cauly,  of  Sweetwater,  Texas.  The  parents 
continued  to  i-eside  in  Yfaui-y  county,  Ten- 
nessee, and  there  died  in  the  I'ullnessof  years, 
the  fathei-  jiassing  away  in  ISSG,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-two  years,  and  the  mother  in  1889, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

Our  subject  assumed  the  i-esponsibilities 
of  life  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years,  lie 
first  found  employment  in  a drug  store, 
where  he  icmained  for  about  a year,  after 
which  he  was  concerned  in  merchandisino- 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  cut 
loose  I'rom  the  associations  of  his  boyhood 
liome  ami  came  ‘o  Texas,  reaching  Travis 
county  in  March,  1852.  At  that  early  day 
the  county  was  spai-rely  settled,  hut  at  the 
tln-iving  little  settlement  of  Wehherville  he 
found  employment  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of 
11  Se.itou,  suhsc(]uentl\'  being  employml  for 
one  year  in  a similar  capacity  in  the  mercan- 
tile establishment  of  Timothy  IMcKean.  At  ! 
the  expiration  of  the  time  noted  he  went  to 
Corpus  Chi’isti,  where  he  clerked  for  one 
year.  He  linally  determined  that  thei'e 
ju-operh’  sliould  he  more  sal i.-faelion  and  ad- 
vantage in  Working  for  liinisell'  than  in  de-  ■ 
Voting  hi'  ( llort.s  to  advancing  the  inlercsts  • 


of  others,  and  he  |>roniptlv  prepared  to  lul- 
lovv  out  the  dictates  of  said  conviction.  He 
letui'iied  to  'IVavis  countv,  and,  as  preliminary 
to  his  life  of  independence,  took  untohimsoH 
a wile,  espousing  l\trs.  David  Manor,  a daugh - 
ter  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Ezell.  This  ceremonial  took 
place  at  Wehherville,  September  18,  1855, 
his  hrivh^  heiiig  a native  of  Rutherford  county, 
Tennessee,  and  having  lieen  a resident  of 
Texas  since  1849.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Malone  leased,  for  a tei'ni  of  three  yeai's,  a 
tract  of  land  on  Gilliland  creek,  and  ujion  the 
expiration  of-  the  lease  he  purchased  400 
acres  of  the  best  type  of  laud  in  that  favored 
section  of  the  Union,  llis  farm  is  located 
twelve  miles  east  of  Austin  and  three  miles 
south  of  iManor.  Of  this  fine  farm  150  acres 
have  lieen  lirought  to  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and,  in  connection  with  his  agricultural 
operations,  he  has  been  extensively  engaged 
in  stock-raising,  and  also  owns  and  operates 
a cotton  gin.  Mr.  Malone  has  put  forth 
most  zealous  and  well-directed  efforts,  and 
they  have  been  crowned  with  consistent  suc- 
cess. While  now  just  in  the  virile  prime  of 
life  lie  has  already  provided  a competence  to 
sustain  him  in  his  declining  years,  and  by  his 
many  years  of  honorable  and  upright  deal- 
inos  he  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 

O 

all  who  know  him.  lie  is  generous,  charit- 
able ami  public-spirited,  and  has  ever  been 
among  the  foremost  to  contribute  of  his 
means  and  to  lend  his  influence  to  every 
laudable  enterprise  tending  to  the  conserva- 
tion of  the  best  interests  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  He  is  a man  of  broad  iu- 
tellio-ence  and  much  business  and  execu- 

XT' 

live  ability.  At  the  time  of  the  seces^ion 
movvment  .Mr.  Malone,  like  Sam  Houston 
and  many  other  di>cerning  men.  opposed 
most  vigoi'ouslv  the  extreme  policy  portmi- 
toiis  of  national  di.'integrativui,  believing 
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tliat  tlie  [k*()])!c  licttL-i’  protected  in  their 

."lave  propertv  under  tlie  old  eonstitnlion  than 
they  could  he  hy  a new  one,  and  when  the 
culmination  canu^  and  I'cvxas  [)assed  rcBoln- 
tions  of  secession  he  took  no  part  until  he 
was  drafted,  when  he  served  one  year  as  a 
member  of  Tate's  battalion  of  the  State 
troops. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malone  have  hail  five  chil- 
dien  born  to  them,  and  of  this  number  three 
survive:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  William  E. 
Turner,  of  Austin,  Texas ; Anide  is  deceased; 
Mary  J>.  is  the  wife  of  lion.  Thomas  II. 
M'^heeless,  a pi’ominent  lawyer  and  member 
of  the  Leo-islature,  residino-  at  Austin;  Ada 
is  deceased;  and  Joseph  is  a resident  of 
Oranoe,  Texas. 

Mr.  Malone  takes  a great  interest  in  fra- 
ternal societies,  and  before  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age  was  Past  Grand,  and  had  taken 
the  royal  purple  degree  in  tlie  encampment 
of  the  I.  0.  O.  E.,  and  now  has  his  member- 
ship in  the  Capital  Lodge  at  Austin.  Soon 
after  his  twenty-first  birthday  he  was  made 
a Master  Mason  at  his  old  home  in  Tennes- 
see, joining  the  Eupliemia  Lodge,  No.  9G,  at 
Columbia,  that  State.  He  is  the  only  charter 
member  now  affiliating  with  Parsons  Lodge, 
No.  222,  and  is  Past  Master  of  the  same. 
He  was  made  a Royal  Arch  Mason  in  the 
Lone  Star  Chapter  at  Austin,  but  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Manor  Chapter,  No.  127.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Colorado  Commandery, 
No.  J,  at  Austin,  and  of  the  Pen  Hiir  Temple 
]\Iystic  Shrine,  being  also  identified  with  the 
Kniuhtsof  Honor.  He  is  a communicant  of 

r*> 

the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
prominent  in  the  work  of  the  parish  of  which 
he  is  a member.  Mr.  Malone  voti'S  with  the 
Democratic  ()arty.  but  is  liberal  in  his  views 
toiuddng  till.'  [>ol  i tical  1 1 lU'stions  and  issues  ol 
till'  day. 


Thus  has  Mr.  Malone  attaiiUMl  to  a high 
measure  of  success  in  temporal  alfairs;  by 
his  own  efforts  h.as  he  secured  to  himself  a 
j»osition  of  honor  and  of  tinnly  mstabl ished 
prosperity;  to  his  family  he  has  given  the 
accessories  which  add  much  to  the  enjoy- 
ments of  life;  to  his  children  has  he  gladly 
offered  the  best  of  educational  advant.ages, 
thus  fortifying  them  for  the  duties  of  life, 
while  he  has  not  been  unndndfiil  of  the  wants 
aiid  the  sorrows  of  others,  but  has  dispensed 
charity  with  a liberal  and  open  hand.  To 
him  is  accoi'dingly  rendered  hut  what  is  justly 
due,  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
have  known  of  him  and  his  exemplary  life. 

DAi.  V.  E.  11.  REED.— Amopg  those 
I sturdy  pfoneers  who  at  an  early  date 

' sorolit  homes  in  Texas,  bcino;  attract 

ed  by  reports  of  its  genial  climate  and  fertile 
soil,  was  Michael  Reed,  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, who  came  in  1833  as  a membei’  of 
Robertson’s  colony.  He  was  a type  of  his 
kind, — strong  of  heart,  simple  in  faith,  sturdy 
in  purpose,  adventurous,  self-i'eliant  and 
skilled  in  all  the  ways  of  getting  on  in  a new 
country  where  the  arts  and  industries  of 
civilization  were  but  little  known.  He  made 
bis  first  stop  near  old  Franklin  in  Robertson 
county,  where  he  resided  until  after  the 
victory  over  the  Mexicans  at  San  Jacinto,  and 
the  border  had  in  a measure  been  cleared  of 
the  marauding  bands  of  Indians  and  Mexicans. 
He  then  settled  on  the  waters  of  Little  rivei', 
in  what  was  at  that  time  part  of  Milam  Land 
District,  now  Hell  county.  There  he  [)assed 
his  remaining  years,  and,  together  with  his 
good  wife,  who  shai’ed  the  labors  and 
pi’isations  ol'  bis  life,  was  buried  on  the  old 
homestead.  1 1 is  children,  six  in  number 
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four  sous  ami  two  (lanjjlilers. — tuttkal,  with 
om'  exception,  aroiiml  him,  ami  lived  and 
died  ill  that  \ icdnit\'.  llis  bons  were:  .lohii, 
^Vilson,  William,  ami  Jidl'ei-^ou ; and  the 
damditers:  ISallie,  afterward  ^[rs.  W.  C. 

Sparks;  and  Harriet,  wlio  was  successively 
the  wife  of  Wiley  Carter,  Charles  M.  Hen- 
derson, and  Ivino  Fisliei-. 

The  third  of  these,  Vv^illiam,  was  well 
known  to  many  of  the  citizens  of  JMilam 
county  with  whom  at  an  earlier  date  he  had 
freijuent  Inisiness  and  ()thcial  intercourse,  and 
with  some  of  whom  he  remained  on  terms  of 
intimate  friendshij)  until  his  death.  A more 
extended  notice  of  him  therefore  will  he  ap- 
jtiarpriate  in  this  volume.  He  was  a native  of 
Hedford  county,  Tennessee,  and  was  horn 
dannary  23,  ISld.  As  cati  he  gathered  from 
the  dates  he  was  only  a lad  when  his  parents 
came  to  Texas.  He  was  old  enough,  how- 
ever, to  carry  a ritle,  and  this  iie  did,  acting 
as  scout  and  guard  on  the  journey  West,  dis- 
charging his  duties  a.>  such  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  older  members  of  the  company  and  to 
the  gratification  of  his  youthful  ambition. 
After  his  father  had  taken  up  temporary 
(piai'ters  in  liohci’tson  county,  AVilliam,  in 
company  wilii  his  brother,  Jefferson,  joined 
Moses  Cummings’  surveying  corps,  in  which 
they  became  chain  carriers,  and  for  sevei-al 
months  were  engaoed  in  lavimr  off  lands  in 
tiie  lhaherfson  grant  for  the  new  settlers.  As 
early  as  December  25,  1833,  they  selected 
ami  I’an  oil  claims  foi'  themselves,  locatiim 
them  on  Little  river,  in  what  is  now  Hell 
county.  Xo  actual  settlement  was  made  on 
these  until  a much  later  date  on  account  of 
the  d i stu I’bances  then  in  pnigi’c'ss  on  the 
fi'ontier.  When  the  wai'  came  on  with 
Mexico  lioth  bi’othcrs  ami  a iMaather-in-law. 
Wiley  Carte  r,  enlisteil  in  i he  d(d'('nse  (d'  the 
settler.’,  joining  ('.aptain  L.  II.  Mabbetf's 


company,  with  which  they  served  till  inde- 
pendence was  won.  d'hey  wcm’C  not  in  the 

battle  of  San  Jacinto,  being  in  (diarge  of 
important  .-toi’es  of  pi’ovision  and  army  sup- 
plies at  that  time,  but  sei'ved  as  ])art  of  the 
detachment  which  buried  the  bones  of 
Kannin's  men  at  Goliad,  and  weie  in  active 
sympathy  with  and  sup[)ort  of  all  the  other 
measures  and  operations  of  those  stindng 
days. 

iVt  the  close  of  hostilities  young  Heed 
retunied  to  the  settlements  east  of  the  Hra/.os 
j and  spent  several  years  in  that  locality,  mostly 
in  Robertson  county,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming.  In  1841  he  marrie<l  Emeline 
I Cobb,  of  Robertson  county,  and  three  years 
later,  in  company  with  his  I’elatives,  moced 
I out  and  settled  on  his  claim.  At  that  time 
I the  locality  where  lie  settled  was  part  of  the 
IMilam  Land  District,  and  was  very  sparsely 
settled.  The  nearest  town  of  any  consequence 
was  old  X'ashville  on  the  Hrazos,  and  it  was 
hut  little  more  than  a trading  post.  The 
recoi’ds  were  kept  there,  and  the  courts  were 
held  there,  and  such  siqiplies  as  the  settlers 
needed  or  were  able  to  afford  were  obtained 
from  the  t^yo  or  three  small  stores  at  that 
place.  WH:eii  Burleson  county  was  created 
by  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1S4G,  and  Milam 
county  as  now  defined  was  erected  into  a 
separate  organization,  and  the  seat  of  justice 
fixed  at  Cameron,  this  became  the  chief  place 
(,)f  consequence  to  the  settlers  living  to  the 
northwest,  and  hither  most  of  them  came 
upon  matters  of  public  interest  and  to  buy 
their  wares  and  sup[)lies.  Mr.  Reed  was  a 
fi'eipien tei‘  of  Cameron  in  tho.'O  days,  ami 
knew  all  of  the  public  (diaracters  w ho  figured 
in  the  hi>toi-y  of  the  county.  He  wa>  pivs- 
ent  at  the  silting  of  the  fii'.st  district  court 
ever  held  at  Camci’on,  being  in  fact  a mem- 
l)ci- of  the  fir.st  jury  ever  impanneled  to  servi> 
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at  the  pivseiit  seat  of  justice.  I le  was  lu'onolit 
ill  fi’e<|iieiit  contact  with  such  men  as  K.  Iw 
15.  iSavlor,  tlie  iii'st  district  judge;  Asa  iM. 
and  .James  Willie,  .1.  Ih  (liddings,  and  .lolm 
Taylor,  and  others  not  now  so  well  remem- 
hercd. 

In  1850  Hell  county  was  cut  off  from 
Milam,  and  a new  county  government  insti- 
tuted. j\Ir.  Reed  was  called  hy  genei'al  con- 
>ent  to  the  oflice  of  Shei'iff,  and  Idled  that 
ollice  aceeptahly  for  six  years.  Then  and 
for  years  latei’  he  took  great  interest  in 
county  aliair.',  and  was  !'rc(|uently  consulted 
hy  his  neighhors  with  I'eference  to  public 
matters. 

lie  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  a great 
admirer  of  General  Houston,  whose  career  he 
followed  with  much  interest  down  to  the 
GeneraTs  closing  years,  lie  opposed  annexa- 
tion in  1846  and  secession  in  1861,  but  when 
each  was  accomjdished  by  a majority  vote  of 
the  people  he  gave  his  support  to  the  meas- 
ures and  did  his  part  as  an  humble  citizen 
for  the  success  of  the  State.  Ills  later  years 
were  passed  on  liis  farm,  where  he  was  pleas- 
antly and  profitably  engaged  in  agriculture 
and  stock-raising,  for  both  of  which  pursuits 
he  always  had  the  strongest  taste  and  in 
which  he  ever  manifested  the  greatest  in- 
terest. 

His  death  occurred  August  21,  1891,  in 
the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age.  His  wife, 
with  whom  he  had  always  lived  in  the  great- 
est harmony  and  for  whom  ho  cherished  the 
most  marked  affection,  and  preceded  him  liy 
about  a year  and  a half,  having  died  February 
2,  1890,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  her  age. 
She  was  an  e.'timable  lady,  and  to  hei-  he 
owed  a large  share  of  his  success  as  well  as 
the  most  lasting  of  the  pleasures  Avhich  it 
was  his  pidvilegc  so  long  to  mijoy.  8he  was 
a native  of  Alahama  and  came  with  her  par- 


ents to  d’exas  when  a girl,  her  lath.er  being  a 
pioneer  of  this  Stati*  and  founder  of  a largo 
family  here.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  be- 
came grown.  Their  eldest  son,  -James  M., 
eidisted  in  the  Confederate  army  and  died  at 
Grenada,  Mississippi,  of  a wound  received  at 
Shiloh.  The  ne.xt,  Mrs.  Maiiha  Rogers,  is  a 
resident  of  Cameron,  being  the  widow  of 
Major  J.  C.  Rogers,  for  many  years  a woi'thy 
citizen  of  this  place;  Sarah  A.  was  mariaed 
to  JMathias  Armstrong,  both  of  whom  arc  de 
ceased;  Wilson  C.  resides  in  Roll  county; 
Virginia  is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Sypert,  of  Rell 
county;  Texana  is  the  divoi’ced  wife  of  Dr.  J. 
R.  Rucker;  IVilliam  S.  is  a farmer  ot  Rell 
county;  and  Voliiey  E.  II.  is  a physician  of 
Cameron,  ]\Iilam  cotinty. 

The  name  of  the  last  one  has  been  placed 
at  the  head  of  this  sketch  because  he  is  the 
representative  in  name  of  this  pioneer  family 
in  Milam  county,  and  also  because  he  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives.  Dr.  Reed  was  born  on  the 
old  family  homestead  in  Roll  county,  J une 
17,  1859,  where  also  he  was  reared.  He  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county, 
receivinrr  crood  scholastic  training.  He  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  AV.  F.  Sharp,  of  Davilla, 
Milam  county,  and  attended  lectures  at  the 
Missouri  Medical  College  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, graduating  in  March,  1881.  At  that 
date  he  located  at  Cameron,  where,  with  the 
excej)tion  of  two  years,  he  has  since  resided, 
engaii-ed  in  the  active  pursuit  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  has  taken  rank  with  the  best  piac- 
titioners  in  the  county,  and  is  enjoying  a 
steadily  growing  practice.  He  has  been 
Secretary  and  President  of  the  Milam  County 
Medical  Society,  has  sei'ved  as  Health  Oflicer 
of  the  town  of  Cameron,  and  as  a member  of 
the  Medical  Examining  Hoard  of  the  Twen- 
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ticfli  .1  iidieial  I )isti-it,  and  wIumi  tlu“  ofiice  ot 
C'nunty  llcaltli  < Itlieer  wa>  creatcal  l>y  tlie 
'rwrntv  lii’.-'t  I,(“nislatim‘,  lii'  was  ajjpointed 
liy  ( 'uimty  d iidj^e  Iw  Y . Tt'ri’al  to  the  ])Ositiiiii, 
wliicdi  li(‘  still  holds.  IIo  is  a membcT  of  the 
Stat('  Medical  Association  and  is  generally 
interested  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
wellaK!  of  his  ]irofession  and  the  cotmnunity 
in  which  he  lives. 

July  25,  1882,  th.e  Doctor  married  Maggie 
C.  Mc(iown,  a damditei’  of  .).  W.  INfcCown 
of  Milam  county,  an  extended  notice  (d‘  whom 
appears  in  the  biographical  department  of 
this  woidv.  To  this  union  six  children  liave 
Ijcen  born,  five  of  whom-  -Emaline,  Alice, 
Roger  Q.,  Volney  E.  IE,  and  AVilson  Mc- 
Cown  — are  living,  tlie  second,  Martha  Atlas, 
having  (lied  in  infancy.  Roth  the  Doctor 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Chui-eh  and  he  is  a,  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraterniEv,  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 


G ALIIOON  SAMS,  one  of  the  pioneer 
and  leading  citizens  of  Taylor,  was 
— ^ boni  in  South  Carolina,  January  12, 
1838,  a son  of  L.  R.  Sams,  a native  of  Reau- 
fort,  that  State.  The  latter’s  father,  1^.  R. 
Sams,  was  also  a native  of  Sontli  Carolina, 
as  was  his  father,  L,  R.  Sams.  The  latter 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  Independence. 
The  Sams  family  in  this  country  are  de- 
scended from  five  brothers  who  came  from 
England,  and  located  in  <lifl'erent  States  and 
Tendtories  cd' the  Hnited  States.  The  father 
of  our  subj(‘ct  was  a planter  and  prominent 
slave-owner  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina, 
and  was  also  a physician  of  considerable  dis- 
tinction. lie  oraduated  with  fii’st  honor  at 
the  South  (Carolina  Medical  eolleoe.  Ills 


wife,  Sarah  (Jraham,  was  a native  of 

llcjiufurt.  South  Candiua,  and  of  Scotch  par- 
entage. Her  father,  Rev.  .lames  Grahani, 
came  fixmi  Scotland  to  .America,  and  was 
])astor  of  the  only  Rapti.st  Church  in  lleau- 
fort  at  that  time.  Mi'.  Sams  died  in  1889, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  His  wife 
still  siii'vives,  aged  eighty  years.  Roth  were 
memliers  (d'  the  M issi(mary  llaptist  Chui'cdi. 
■Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sams  had  eleven  cLdldren,  ten 
of  whom  grew  to  years  of  matui'ity,  namely: 
Sai'ah  J.,  wife  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Sams,  of  Beau- 
fort; Calhoon,  our  subject;  James  C.,  of 
Vernon,  Texas;  Mary  E.,  wdfe  of  R.  R. 
Swann,  also  of  ATu'iion;  Martha  P.,  wife  of 
Rev.  J.  j\I.  McFarland,  of  Reard,  Kentucky; 
Elizabeth  H.,  widow  of  a Mr.  Noyes,  and  a 
resident  of  Galveston;  Euo-enia  E.;  L.  R.,  of 
Greer  county.  Texas;  Eloriday,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  John  Cole;  James  E.,  de- 
ceased. 

Calhoon  Sams,  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
attended  the  Fhirman  University  at  Green- 
ville, South  Carolina.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  enter- 
ing, in  the  fall  of  1858,  the  Charleston  Med- 
ical college,  where  lie  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1860.  After  practicing  his  profession  for 
a short  time  he  joined  the  Confederate 
army;  was  appointed  xAssistant  Surgeon  in 
the  Army  of  Northern  A^irginia;  in  1862 
was  transferred  to  the  hospitals  of  Virginia, 
and  just  pi-ior  to  Lee’s  march  into  Pennsyl- 
vania was  returned  to  field  service,  also  pro- 
moted as  surgeon  of  his  regiment.  They 
were  attached  to  General  Hampton’s  Cav- 
alry, and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
buro;,  where,  althomdi  Dr.  Sams  was  fortu- 
nate  enough  not  to  be  wounded,  a shell  fi'om 
the  enemy’s  guns  bui'st  near  where  he  stood, 
and  many  men  near  him  wei'C  killed  or 
woundwl.  'file  Doctor  was  sick  in  Stuart's 
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1 1 o>|  )i  till  iilinut  one  month  hofore  (ieiuM'jil 
hei-‘ > simviidi'r,  and  at  that  time'  wa.>  ca[)- 
tui'ed,  l)ut.  as  lu'  states,  was  never  cajjtimal 
diirine:  fl>e  war,  as  the  strngole  was  virtually 
ovei'  at  that  time.  I)r.  Sams  was  paroled  hy 
Colonel  Evans,  after  which  he  made  his  way 
to  Voidc  district.  South  Candina.  In  1807 
h''  came  to  Texas,  s])cnt  one  year  in  the  city 
of  (falvoston,  after  which  he  returiaai  to  his 
native  State,  spending  seven  and  a half  vears 
on  Ivlisto  island,  lie  then  came  again  to 
this  State,  locating  in  ATaco,  and  in  1883 
came  to  Taylor,  which  at  that  time  was  only 
a small  village.  He  was  one  of  the  fir.st 
physicians  to  locate  in  this  city. 

Di\  Sams  was  married  in  1808,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Seal)rook,  a native  of  Edisto  island, 
South  Carolina.,  and  a daughter  of  E-.  M. 
and  Mary  (Wilkenson)  Seabrook,  of  Scotch 
and  English  parentage.  Mrs.  Sams  was  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
South  Carolina,  and  was  a relative  of  Gov- 
ernor Seabrook,  of  that  State.  Mrs.  Sams 
died  in  1885,  in  this  city,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  1887 
our  subject  was  united  in  marriao-e  with 
]\lrs.  ]\Iary  Chesnutt,  a native  of  Hot 
Springs,  Ai-kansas,  and  a dauo-hter  of  Col- 
onel Brown,  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Sams  have  had  two  children:  Florida,  de- 

ceased, and  Hamilton  H.  Both  the  doctor 
and.  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Chin-cli. 

D\ll.  B.  S.  GRAVES,  a physician  and 
t surgeon  of  Austin,  Texas,  was  born  in 
— ''  Orange  county.  North  Carolina,  in 
1841-,  a son  of  Richard  S.  and  Martha  E. 
('riiomas)  Graves,  the  formeu’  a native  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Mississippi. 


The  f.'ither  practiced  law  in  St.  Louis  ,an<l 
( 'h i 1 1 icot he,  Mi.'Seuia.  and  at  one  time  was 
State  Treasuivr  of  AI  ississippi.  lie  came  to 
Texas  in  1S71,  whei'C  he  dieil  in  1S78.  aged 
se\(‘nty-threc^  yeai'.s.  Both  he  and  his  wite 
were  membei's  of  the  Breshy ttnaan  Church, 
d'he  latter  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  lifty- 
seven  years.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Giaivcs  were  the 
parents  of  five  cliihlron,  our  subject  being 
the  ehlest  child.  Two  sons,  .1.  A.  and  T.  A., 
are  merchants  of  Texas;  and  the  danghtci',  a 
widowed  lady,  resides  in  Luling,  this  State. 

R.  S.  Graves  attended  the  University  of 
St.  Louis,  and  oraduattG  at  the  St.  Louis  Aled- 
ical  College  in  1871.  He  then  practiced  two 
years  in  that  city,  spent  one  year  in  Jefferson 
county,  Missouri,  and  in  1874  came  to  Austin, 
Te.xas.  He  has  held  the  position  of  City 
and  County  Physician  for  the  past  eigh't 
years,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  thronghoiit 
the  city  and  county  as  a practitioner,  and  his 
professional  services  sustain  his  reputation. 
The  Doctor  is  a dilioent  student,  well-read  in 
medicine,  and  stands  second  to  none  in  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  professioii.  He  is  also 
public-spirit(id,  taking  an  active  interest  in 
whatever  advances  the  best  interests  of  his 
city. 

Dr.  Graves  was  married  August  19,  1807, 
to  Aliss  Carrie  T.  Thomas,  an  orphan  girl, 
who  was  educate<l  in  St.  Louis.  Six  children 
have  been  born  to  this  nidon,  two  now  living 
— James  P.  and  Richard  S.  Daisy  and  Alar- 
tha  E.  died  in  early  childhood;  two  died  in 
infancy — 4Tillie  Stanford  and  one  not  named. 
Air.  Graves  is  a member  of  the  blue  lodge, 
chapter,  commandcry  and  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
is  Junior  Warden  of  the  commandery,  and 
Loyal  Arch  (’ajitain  of  the  Host  in  the  chap- 
ter. He  is  al>(>  medical  examiner  in  the  .\. 
().  U.  AV.,  and  a member  of  the  Woodmen  of 
the  ^Vm•ld.  Religiously,  both  he  and  his 
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1 1!  STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


wiluiirc  nuMiiliers  of  the  i’rc>l()'li'ri:tn  < 'Imrcli. 
I)i‘.  Gi'u\(“6  is  a l;inil-li(‘art(Ml  maa,  i-.  ailmii- 
alily  adapted  for  the  work  which  he  lias  heeii 
called  upon  to  do  as  County  Physician,  and  at 
no  time  in  the  history  of  the  city  have  those 
unfoi'tnnates,  who  are  compelled  l)y  stress  of 
circumstances  to  become  for  the  time  heimr 

O 

public  chai'ges,  been  more  carefully  looked 
after  oi'  treated  with  oreater  cjiisideratiou 
than  during  his  administration,  lie  has  also 
done  his  ))art  in  ad vancino  the  reli<i'ions.  edn- 
cational  and  social  interests  of  the  commn- 
nity. 

j J\l.  JONES,  one  of  tlie  prominent  farin- 
j ers  of  Travis  county  and  a well-known 
' dealer  in  live-stock,  Austin,  Te.\as,  was 
born  in  Wilson  county,  Tennessee,  August 
3,  1825,  a son  of  Erasmus  Jones,  a native  of 
Campbell  county,  Virginia,  born  in  1801. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Erasmus  Jones,  Sr., 
was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion  State  in  1758, 
but  came  to  Tennessee  when  his  son  Erasmus 
was  a lad  of  eleven  years;  there  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-three  years;  he  always  enjoyed 
excellent  health,  and  the  year  he  died  he  cul- 
tivated six  acres  of  com,  planting  and  har- 
vesting his  crop  without  assistance.  He  has 
no  military  record,  but  three  of  his  brothers 
fought  in  the  war  of  the  lievolution. 

The  family  is  of  Welsh  descent,  the  orig- 
inal settlers  beiiur  among  the  colonists  of 
Virginia.  The  jjaternal  grandmother  of  our 
subject  was  Amy  Emjua,  a member  of  a lead- 
ing \Trginia  family  of  French  descent. 
El  •asmns  Jones  and  his  wife  Amy  reared  the 
following-named  children:  William  Henry; 
Talbert;  Michael;  Erasmus;  Aaron;  Judith, 
who  married  James  Cox;  Nancy;  Sidly,  who 
married  Henry  Mathews;  Mary,  wife  of 


Clement  Johns;  and  Julia,  wife  of  Handle 
Poglc.  J'he  Sdiis  id  this  landp',  witii  the 
cxccjition  of  .\aron,  sersed  in  the  war  of 
1812.  'I’he  father  of  J.  .M.  Jones  wa^  a Whig 
in  jaditics,  and  declared  himself  for  the  1 nion 
when  the  (jnestions  arose  that  led  to  the  Civil 
war;  his  death  occurred  at  the  beginning  of 
this  conflict.  lie  married  ('hristiana,  a 
damditer  of  James  Pond,  a North  Carolina 
<'•011110110111;  he  was  horn  licfore  the  Kevoln- 
tion,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812;  he 
married  Nancy  i\Iathews,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  eight  children  : Christiana;  Marga- 
ret, wife  of  Michael  Jones;  Apsley,  who  mar- 
ried John  Scott;  Nancy,  wife  of  John  A mold  ; 
Sallie,  who  married  Joe  Miiizle;  Emeline, 
who  married  David  IMoore;  William  Lewis 
and  liichard.  J.  M.  Jones  is  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named children:  S.  E.,  a commission 
merchant  of  Kansas  City.  Missouri;  Rebecca, 
who  married  George  Heaton;  Payton  S.,  who 
resides  in  Colorado;  Alama,  the  wife  of  John 
Jones;  Margaret,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years;  Sarah  M.,  who  married  S.  C. 
Dean;  Anainla  L,  who  married  Joliii  AVood; 
George  D.,  who  lives  in  the  “ Pan- Handle;” 
James  C.,  in  Colorado;  Christiana,  who 
died  single;  and  AVTlliam  D.,  who  died  in 
Colorado. 

The  educational  opportunities  enjoyed  by 
Mr.  Jones  were  limited,  but  he  made  the  most 
of  the  good  that  came  in  his  way,  and  finally 
was  able  to  teach;  tins  profession  he  followed 
until  he  was  forty  years  of  age,  his  first  school 
having  been  taught  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He 
was  the  first  member  of  the  family  that  came 
to  Texas;  he  arrived  in  1851  and  located  in 
Red  River  county;  at  the  end  of  b.mr  years 
he  moved  to  Parker  county,  but  at  the  end  of 
eioht  years  was  ohligcl  to  go  away  on  account 
of  the  hostilities  of  the  Imlians.  llecanu'to 
Travis  county  in  18d3,  and  after  raising  one 
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CTO|)  oiilisfcd  ill  C'ajitiiiii  (’atri-'s  comjiany;  lie 
jiartieipated  ill  the  lialtle  (d' I’aliiiettu  llramdi, 
the  last  of  the  war,  and  o;i\  eb  a most  ora|ddc 
and  vivid  de>cri j)t  ioii  of  this  eiioagciiieiit. 

He  retunieil  to  his  home  i n j\Iay,  18Go,  and 
resumed  agrieultn ral  pursuits;  he  piireha:^ed 
Ids  present  splendid  farm  in  1805,  paying 
$10  an  aci'e;  he  has  800  acres  in  this 
tract,  now  worth  a nice  fortune;  he  also 
owns  040  acres  in  Ihirkcr  county.  For  a 
mimlierof  yeaivs  he  was  Cjuite  extensixely  en- 
gaged in  raising  live-stock,  his  herds  numher- 
ing  thousands,  dauuary  1,  1800,  he  entered 
into  a partnershij)  with  W.  C.  Redd,  of  xkustin, 
and  they  have  established  the  leading  imtcli- 
ering  business  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  Xo  vein  her  9,  1849, 
in  Wilson  county,  Tennessee,  to  Martha  L., 
daughter  of  Jehu  McAdo,  horn  February  1, 
1829.  The  cldldren  of  tins  iiiarriacre  are: 

o 

Tennessee,  who  married  I).  A.  Todd,  whose 
Idstory  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; James  T.,  who  married  Emeline  Les- 
ter; J.  M.,  wdio  married  Evelina  Porter; 
Maggie,  the  wife  of  Richaial  A.  Johnson; 
Payton  S. ; Charles  JL;  and  Alta  Lee.  Mr. 
Jones  has  thirty  grandchildren.  Jehu  Mc- 
Ado, father  of  Mrs.  Jones,  married  Martha 
Jjeech;  both  families  were  prominent  and 
wealthy  citizens  of  Tennessee. 


G/APT.  J.  A\L  bitting,  the  leading 
V merchant  of  the  prosperous  little  town 
' — ^ of  Manor,  Travis  county,  Te.xas,  and 
one  of  the  most  widely  and  favorably  known 
citizen  of  his  vState,  is  deserving  of  [iromi- 
nent  mention  in  the  history  of  his  county, 
which  he  has  done  >o  much  to  develop  and 
ad  \ ance. 


The  founders  of  the  Bitting  family  in 
America  were  tw(j  brothei'S,  who  came  from 
Gennany  in  colonial  times  and  settled  near 
Philadelphia,  wlnuice  they aftiu' wai'd  removed 
to  North  ('arolina.  One  of  these  was  An- 
thony Biiting,  and  the  other,  John  Bitting, 
was  the  jiatenial  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  .sketch.  John  Bittiuo’s  son,  Walter 
IL  Bitting,  was  born  in  the  Old  North  State 
in  1819,  and  was  a merchant  hy  occupation, 
as  was  also  his  father  before  him.  AValter 
was  married,  in  1842,  to  Miss  Susan  Hamp- 
ton, a meniher  of  the  same  family  as  General 
AVade  Hampton,  the  distinguished  soldier 
and  statesman,  the  family  being  of  English 
descent.  They  had  four  children:  J.  AY., 
who.se  name  heads  this  sketch;  Mary  G., 
widow  of  S.  G.  Painter,  of  Marion,  Virginia; 
Joseph  11.,  deceased ; and  Samuel  T.,  a suc- 
cessful merchant  of  Eddy,  New  Me.xico. 
AValter  Bitting  died  at  Tom’s  Creek,  Surry 
county.  North  Carolina,  in  January,  1852, 
leaving  his  family  and  many  friends  to 
mourn  his  loss.  He  was  a man  of  the  high- 
est  honor  and  of  distinguished  ability,  and 
noted  for  his  generosity  and  kindness  of 
heart.  Ilis  w'idow  still  survives  him  and 
since  1877  has  found  a pleasant  and  comfort- 
able home  with  her  oldest  .son,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Ilev.  C.  C.  Bitting,  a cele- 
brated Baptist  minister  in  the  South,  is  a 
member  of  this  same  family,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Baltimore. 

J.  AY.  Bitting  was  born  in  Surry  comity. 
North  Carolina,  February  17,  1843,  ami  was 
nine  years  old  when  his  father  died.  Two 
years  later,  he  was  jilaced  in  a Masonic  in- 
:^titute,  ami,  being  a bi.iy  of  ijuick  perception 
and  retentixe  memory,  he  made  rapid  strides 
in  the  acipuremcnt  of  knowledge,  until,  at 
the  end  ot  livi'  years,  he  completc'd  his  lit- 
i erai'y  education  with  high  honors. 
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